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house lo brealhe his panting stced ; lml batl scarce pul foot to ground 
",hen he heard the distant sound of pursuit, aud behcld a horseman 
spurring up the mountain; 

Throwing himself again upon 'bis stced, be abandoned lhe road 
alld galloped acróss the rugged hcights. , The ' deep dry channel of 
a torrent checked bis career, ' and his horse, stumblingupon the , 
margin, rolled wilh bis rider to the honoID. Pelistes was sorely 
bruised by the fall, and bis whole visage was bathed in blood. His 
horse, too, wa.s maimedand unable lo stand, so that there was no 
hope oC escape. The enerny "drew near, and proved to be no 
olher tban Magued, the renegado general, 'whobad 'perccived him . 
as he issucd forlh froID the city, and had followed single in pursuit. 
" Welr met, señor alcayde!" exclaimed he; "and overtakcn in 
good time. Surrender yourself my prisoner.'· 

Pelistcs made no olher reply . than: by drawing his sword, bra­
cing bis shield, and preparing for defencc. l\fagued, lbougb an 
apostate, and a flerce warrior, posscssed some sparks oC knigbtly 
lllagnanimity. Sccing bis advcrsnry dismounted, he disdained to 
take him at a disadyantagc, but, alighling, ticd bis borse to a tree. 

The conDict that cnsued was despcrnte and doubtfu], for seldom 
had two warriors met so wcll malched or of equal prowess. Their 
sbields wcrc hacked to pieces, the ground'was slrewed wilh frag-,. y Generalife 
lllents oC thcir armour, and stained wilh lheir blood. Thcy paused 
rcpeatedly to takc brcalh; regardi g' each olhcr wilh wonder, and 
admiration. Pelistes, howcvcr, had bcen previously injurcd by 
his fall, and fought to great disadvanlage. Thc renegado percciv~ 
Cdit, and sought not 10 51ay him;but to takc himaJivc. Shifling -
his ground continually, he wcaricd bis antagonist, who was 
gl'owing weaker amI weaker from the los5 oC blood. · At lenglh 
Pclistcs see~ed 10 surnmon up a11 his rcmaining strength to make 
a signal blow; it was skilfully parried, and he rell prostrate upon 
the ground. ' 'rile renegado ran up, ~nd putting his foot uponhis 
Sword, and thc point of his scimitar to his {hroat, called upon him 
to ask his Jife; but Pclistcs lay wHhont sonsc, and as one dead. 
l\lagued tlicn unlaccd thc helmet of his vanquished cnerny, anu 
seatcd himsclf on a rock beside ]lim, to rccovcr breatb. In tbis 
situalion the warriors werc Cound by ccrtain l\'Ioorisb cavaliers, 
Who marvclled much al the traces of lhat slcrn and bloody combat. 

Finding there wasyct lifcin tho Christian knight, lhey.l.aid him 
llPOn oneof thcir borscs, and aiding lUagllcd (o rcmount hls stecd, 
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proceedcd slowly to the city. As the cO,nvoy }h1ssed by the eOIl'­
vent, the cavaliers looked forth and bcheld their cotnmanderbornc 
along bleeding and a captive. Furious at the sight" they sallied 
forth to the reseue, but were repuIsed by a superior force, and 
driven back to the grcat portal oC the church. , Tlle enemyentercd 
pcll-mc~l with Hiem, fighting from aisle to aisle, from altar to altar, 
and in the courts and cloisters oC the ' convenL , The greater part 
óf the cavaliers died bravely 1 sword in lland; ' the rest were dis­
abled with wounds and mude prisoners. The convent, which was 
lately their castle, was now made tbcirprison, amI, in after-times, 
in commemoration of this ovent, was conseeratcd by thc ' name of 
St., George of the Captivcs. ' ' ,. 

CHAPTER ' V.' 

Meeting bctween (he Patriot Pelisles Ilnd lhe Trailor Juli::m. 

The loyalty and prowess oC the good knight Pclistcs had gaincd 
l1im the reverence even of bis enemies. He was for a long time 
disatiled by ' his wounds, during which be was kindly treated by 
the Arab chieftains, who st~ve by every courteous means to checr 
his sadness and make him Corge that he was a caplive. When ho 
was recovei'ed from bis wounds tbey gaYe him a inagnificent ban­
quet, totestify tbeir' ádmiration of his virtues. 

Pelistcs appeared at the banquet cIad in sable armour, nnd with 
a countcllance pale and dcjcctcd; for tbe ills oC his country cvcr­
mote preyed upon bis heart. Among the assembled 'guests W3S 

Count Julian, who held a 'high command in the Moslem arrny, and 
waS arrayed in garments of minglcd Christian arid Morisco fashion. 
Pelistes had been a cIose and bosom fricnd of Julion in former 
times, nnd had servcd wilh him in tbe wars in Africa; but wbcn tbe 
,Count advanced to accost l)im wilh bis ' wonted amity, he turncd 
away in silence and dcignednot to IlOtiCC him, neither, duringtbC 
whole of the repast, did he address to bim evcr a word, but treatcd 
him aS one unknown. 

\Vhen the banquet was ncarly at a close, the discourse turncd 
upon the evcnts oC the war; and the l\IosIcm chieftains, in grc3~ 
courtesy, dwclt upon the merits of many of the Christian cavalicrs 
who had fallen in batlle, and an extollccl Ihe valourof thosc ",ho 
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had reeently pcrisbed in ,tho defence of the convent. Polistes re­
mained silcnt for a time, and checked tho grief which swelled 
within his bosom as be thought of bis dcvoted cavaliers. At 
Icngth, lifting up bis voiee, "Happy are the dead,'; said he, ~'for 
they rest in peace, and are gone to receive the reward of thefr 
piety and valour I 1 could mourn over the 1088 of my companions 
in arms, but they have fallen with hononr, and are spared 1he 
wretchedness 1 feel in witnessing the thraldom of my country ~ 1 
have seen my only son, the pride and hope of rny age, cut do:wn at 
rny side; 1 hav~ beheld kindred, frieñds, and follow~rs falling one 
byone around me, and bave become so seasoned to those losses that 
1 have cea sed to weep. Yet there is oneman over whose los8 1 wiU 
never cease to grieve. He was the loved companion of rny youth, 
and the steadfast asso'ciate of my graver years. He was one of the 
most loyal of Christian knights. As a friend he was loving and 
sincere; as a warrior his aehievements were aboye all praise. 
What has become ofl1im, alas! 1 know not. If fallen in battle, and 
1 know where bis bones were luid, whether bleacbing on the plains 
of Xeres, or buried in the waters of the Guadaleto¡ 1 would seek 
(hem out and ensllrinc them as the relies of a sainted palriot. Or ir, 
likc many of bis companions in arros, be should be driven to wan-

) rler in forcign lands; 1 would join him in his hapless exile and we 
wouId mouru together over the desolation of our country ! " 

Even tbe bearts of the Arab warriors werc touchéd by thc lament . 
of lhe good Polistes, and they said~" 'Vho was this pecrless fricnd, 

.in whoso praise tbou art so fcrvent? ., 
" His namc,"rcplicd Felistes, " was Count Julian." 

. Tho lVloslcm warriors stared with snrprise. "Noble cavalier," 
cxclaitned they, "has gricf disordcrcd thyscllses? Bchol(t"thy fricnd 
living, and standing before · thec, and yet thou dos! not know him ! 
This, . thi s is Connt J ulian ! " 
. U pon tbis, Felistes turned his eyes upon the count, and regarded 

him for a time, witb a lofty and stern dcmeanour; and tbe coun-
. tenance oC Julian darkened, and ,,'as troubled, and bis eye sank 

bcncath the regard of that loyal and honourablc cavalier. Am' 
Pclisles said,H In the name of God, 1 charge thee, man unknown! 
to answcr. Dost thon presume to call thyself Count J ulian?" 

Th . d "P li tes " e count rcddencd wilh anger al thcso wor s. e s , 
said he, '" what means tbis mockcry? Thou knowcst me '\Yell; 
thou knowcst me. for Count Julian ?" 

Generalife 
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" 1 know tbee for a base impostor? "cricd Pclisles. "Count 
Julian was a noble Gothie knight; bul thon appearesl in mongrel 
Moorish garb. · Counl Julian wasa Christian, faHhful and devout; 
but 1 bebold in thee a renegado and an ¡nfidel. Counl Julian ",as 
ever loyal to his king, and roremost in his country's cause: were be 
liviog, he would be the first to put shield 00 neek and lance in 
rest, to clear the land of her invaders : - but thou art a hoary 
traitor! thy hands are stained wilh the royal blood of the Gotbs, 
and tbou hast betrayed tby country and tby God. Tberefore, 1 
agairi repeat, man unknown ! ir tbon sayest thon art Count Julian, 
thon líest! My friend, alas! is dead; and thou art sorne fiend froro 
Ilell, whieh has taken possession of bis body . to dishonour his me­
mory and render him an abhorrence amoog men!" So saying, 
Pelistes turned bis baek upon tbe (raHor, and went fortb from the 
banquet, leavíng Connt J lllian overwhelrned wilh confnsion, and 
an object of s.com to an the Moslem cavaliers. -

CHAPTER VI. 

How Tarje el Tuerto captured the City of Toledo lhrough the Aid of Ihe J('ws, and 
how he found I~ fumous Ta\ismanic 'Cable 01" Solomon. 

WhiJe these even(s were passing in Cor,lov3, the one-eyed Arab 
genera), Tarie el Tuerto, having subduod Ihe city and vega of 
Granada, and lhe 1\'Iountains oC the Sun amI Air, directrd his 
march into the interior of the kingdom lo aUack lhe ancient cHy 
oC 'l'olcdo, the capital oC the Gotbie kings. So great ",as the ter .. 
ror cansed by tbe rapid conquestsof tbe invadcrs,that, at the very 
rumour of lheir approach, IllanyoC the in~labitanls, though thus 
in the very citadelor the Idngdom, abandoned iL and fled to lhe 
mountains with their fumilics. Enough remained, howevcr, {O 

have made a formidable defence; anu, as the city was seatcd on 
a 10ft Y rock, surrounucd hy massi"c walls anu . towers, alldalmost 
gird1ed by the Tagus, it thrcalencd a long resistunce. Thc Arab 
warriors pitcbcd their tents in lhe vega, on the borders of the ri­
ver, and preparcd for a tedious seige. 

One evcning, as Tarie was seated in bis tent medilating on the 
mode in which he 8110ulu assail this rock-built city, ccrLain of the 
palroles of the campbrought él sl.rangcr before him. "As WC 
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,vere going 'our rounds," said they, "wc behel(l this man lowered 
clown with cords from a tower, aod he delivered himself ioto our 
hands, praying· to . be conducted to thy presence, that he might re-. 
veal to theo ccrtain things important for thee to know." 

Taric fixcd his eye upon the stranger : he was a Jewish rabbi, 
with a longbeard which spread upon his gabardine,and de­
scended even to bisgirdle. "What hastthou toreveal?" said he 
lo tlle Israelite. "What 1 have to reveal," replied theothcr, " is 
for , thee alone to hear: cornmand, then, 1 entreat thee, that these . 
men withdraw." 'Vhenthey were alóne he addressed Tarie in 
Arabie: ,lo J{now, O leader of the host oC Islam," said he, "that 1, 
am sent to thee 00 the part oC the children oC Israel, resident in 
Toledo. \Vehave becn oppressedand insulted by the Christians 
in the time oC thcir ' prospcrity, and now that they are threaÜmed 
wHh siege, they have taken from ' us all OUl' provisions and our 
money; they have compelled us to work lilieslaves, repairing their 
walls ; and they oblige us to bear arms and guard a part oC the 
towers. We abhor their yoke, and are ready, ir thou wilt receive • 
us as subjects, ~and permit us tbe free enjoyment of our religion 
and our . property, to dcliver the towers we guard into thy hands, 
and to givc thee safe entrance into the city." 

The Aflab chicf was ovcrjoycd al thi~ proposition, ando he ren- Generalife 
flered much honour to the rabbi, nd gave o ders to clot e him in 
a costly rolle, and to perfume his bcard witb essencCs of a pIcasant 
n{]om', so that he iWas the most sweet smelling of his tribe; and he' 
s:lid, "lHake (hy words good, and put me in possession . of the 
r.ily, an,d 1 will do all and more than thou hast required, ami will 
bcstow countlcss wcalth upon thee and thy bretbren." 

. Then a plan \Vas devised between tbero by which the city was 
lo be betrayed and given up. · "But how shall l ' be secured," said 
he, "that aH thy tribe will fnIfill what thou hast engaged, and 
Ihat this is not ' a stratagem to get me and my pcopIe into your 
power?" . . 

H This shaIl be thy assurancc," replied the rabbi: "ten oC thr 
principal Israelites will come to 'this tcnt and rcmaiuas hos­
tagcs. " . . 

" It is enongh," said Tarie; and he made oath to accomplish áU 
that he ha(1 promised ; and lhe Jewish hostages carne and dc]iv~rcd 
themsclvcs inlo bis hands. . 

00 a dark nigbt, n chosen bnnd ~f l\loslem warriors "pproac~cd 
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the part oí the waUs guarded by the Jews; nnd were secretly ad .. 
mitted jnto apostern gatoand concealed within· a tower. Threo 

. tbousand Arabs \Vere at tho. same time . placed in ambush among 
rocks and thickets, in a place 011 the opposite side of the river; 
commanding a view of the cUy. On the following morning Tarie 
ravagedthe gardens of the valley, and set tire to the farm-houses, 
and then breaking up bis camp, marched off as if abandoning tho 
siegc. 

Tho people oC Toledo gazetl with astonishment froro theír wans 
al thó retiring squadrons oC the enemy, . and scarcely could credi t 
theír uncxpccted delivcrance. Defore night, t11erewasnot a tur­
ban nor a hostile lance to be se en in the vega. They attributed it 
all to the special interventio~ of thcír palron saint, Leocadia; · and 
the followiog day, being Palm Sunday, they sallied forth . in pro­
cession,-mao, '\Voman, and child,-to the church of that blcssed 
saint, which is situated without the walls, that they might retUro 
thanks for hcr marvellous protcction. 

Whcn an Toledo had thus poured itscIr forth, and wasmurching 
with cross and relie and solemn chaunt towards the chapel, tho 
·Arabs, who , bad beca concealed in the tower, rushed rqrth and 
barred the gates of the city. While sorne guarded the gales, otllcrs 
dispersed themselves about the streets, slaying an who made resis-

. tanee J and others kindled a tire and mado a column of srnoke 011 

tho top oC the citadel. At sight of this signal the Arabs, in ambush 
beytmd the river, rose with a great shout, and attacked the mul­
titude wbowcre thronging to tbechurch of St. Leocadia~ There 
was a great massacre, althoughthe peoplo wcre wilhout arms, and 
made no resistance; and it is said, in ancient chroniclcs, that it ",as 
tbe apostate Bishop Oppas who guidcd the MosIems to tboir prey, 
andincitcd them to this ~laughter. The pions reader, says Fray 
Antonio Agapida, will be slow lo beliove such turpHude; but thero 
is nothing moro venomous than the rancour . of an apostate pricst, 
for the best tbings in tbis worId, when corrupted, becoron tho 
worst and most banerul. . . 

lVlany of the Cbristians bad taken refugc withia the church, and 
lIad barred the door.s ; but Oppas commanded that fire should bo 
set to lhe portaIs, threatening to put every ono wilhin . to tbe 
sword .. Happily tboveteran Tarie arrivedjust in time to slay tho 
fury of this reverend renegado. He ordered tho trumpets to can 
olTtbc troops from tho cnrnage, nnd extended grace to nU the sur-
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viving inhabitants. They were permitted to remain in qnlet pos­
session· oC tbeir .homcs and cffects, paying only a modera te tribute j 
and they were allowed to exercise the rites of-their religion in the 
existing churehcs, to the number of seven, but were probibited 
Crom ereeting any others.Those who preferred to leave the city 
were suffcred to depart insafety, but not to take with them anyoC 
thcir :weaHh. . . 

lmmense spoil was found by Tarie in the alcazar, or royal castle, 
situated on a ' rocky eminence, in the bigbest part oC the city. 
Among the regalia treasured up in a secret chamber, were twenty~ 
five regal crowns oC fine gold, garnishcd withjacyntbs, amcthysls', . 
diamonds, and olbcr precious' slones. These were the crowns oC 
the diITercnt Gothic kings who bad reigned in Spain, it having 
becn the usage, on the dcath oC cach king, to deposit his crown in 
this trcasury, inseribing on it his name and age (t). 

When Taric· was thus in possession oC lhe ci ty, the J ews carne to 
him in procession, with songs and dances, and the sound oC timbrel 
and psaltry, hailing him as thcir lord, and reniind~ng ' him of bis 
promises . 
. The son of Ishmael kept bis word witb the ' children oC Israel J 

lhey wereprotectcd in the possession oC all tbeir wealth, andthe 
excrcise oC their religion; and were, moreover, rewarded wilb Generalife 
jewelsof gold, ánd jewels of silver, and muchmonies (2)~ 

A subsequent ex cdilion was led by Taric against Guadalaxara, 
which sur'rende ed wilhout resistance. He moreover captured the 
city of l\'ledina Celi, where he found un inestimable table which had 
formed a part orthe spoil taken al Rome by Alaric, at the time that 
the sacred city was conquered by tbe Goths. It was composed oC 
one Single andcntire cmerald, and possessed talismanic · powcrs ; 
for traditÍon affirms that it ",as the work oC genii, and bad beeo 
wrought by themfor KingSolomon the'Vise, the son of Da­
vid. Tbis marvellou~ relic was carefully, preserved liy Tarie, 
as ,the most precious of all bis spoils, being intended .by him as a 
present to the caliph; and in commcmoration of ' it, th(r cily wa:'i 
called by the Arabs, Medina Almeyda ; that i~ to say, " 'rhe 'Cily or 
the Table (3)." .' . , 

. ¡. :". 
• f ~ . 

. (l)Comlc, Hist.'dc las Arabes en Espaiia, c. 12~ ' . .. . . ' , . 
. (2) The stratagem oC lbe Jews oC Toledo is recorded briclly by D/sb~p Lucas. de Tu), 
In his chronicle, bl%\ is relnledat largo in the chroniclc of the Moor.RaSI!I. . • 
. ' (3) According to Arabian Icgends, tbis table WIlS a mirror revenlrng aH. grent events , 
Insomuch that by looking 00 it the pOSsessQr mightb(>hold J>ateles ond SJcgcs :md ~cat~ 

• 
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. Having made these and olher conquests of losB importance, ami 
having colleeted great quanli Hes oC gold and silver, and rieh stuO's 
and precious stones, Tarie. rcturncd wilh his, booty to the royal 
city oC Toledo. 

CHAPTER VII. 

MUla Len Nozicr.-Jlis Entrance lnto Spain, amI Capture of Carmona. 

Let us lcave COI' a season the hoId Tarle in his triumphant pro· 
gress CroID city to eity, while welurn our eyes'to 1\'Iuza benNozier, 
lhe renowned emir of Almagreb, and the commandcr-in-ehief of , 
the l\'losleni forees oC the west. 'Vhen that jealous chicftain had 
despatehed his leUer commanding Taric to pause and await bis 
cbming, he irnmediatcly made every prcparation to enter Spaill 
·with a powcrCul reinforecment, and to take command of the eon­
qucring army. He lcft his cldesL son, Abdalasis, in Caervan, wHh 

___ authority over Almagreb, or Western Arríea. This Abdalasis was . 
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in the flowerof bis youth, and bcloved by the soldiery for the mag­
nanim'ty 'and lhe engaging afTubility which gra<~ed bis courage. . 

Muza ben Nozier crpssed tha slrait oC Hencules with a choscll 
force of ten thousand horse and cight thous d foot, Arabs and 
Afrieans. He was aceompanicd by his two sons, lVleruan and Ab­
dcJo]a~ and by numerous Hlustrious Arabian cavaliers oC lhe tribe 
ÓC oreish. He Ianded his shining lcgions on the coast oC Anda-
Iusia, .and pitched his tcnts ncar to the Guadiana. There firsl he 
receivcd intelligence of the disobedience of Tarie to his ortlcrs, ami 
that, without waiting his arrival, the impctuous chieftain bád con­
tinucd bis carecr, alld with his light Arab squadrons had overrun 
and subduc(l the noblcst provinccs and cilies of the kingdom. 
, Thc je~lousspirit of l\'luza was still more exasperatcd by tbese 
tidings. He loolmd upon Tarje no longcras a friend and coadjutor, 
butas an invidious rival, the dccided enernyoC bis glory.; and he 
determined onhis ruin. lIis first eonsideration, however, was to 
securc to bimself a share in the actual eonquest of the land, before 
il should be entirely subjugated. 

of chivalry, nnd aH actlons worlhy or · renown; and mlght thus ascert:lin the trulh oC 
nll historie Iransactions. lt was a mirror of history, tberefore, and had very probahly 
aidcd rung Solomoll in :lcCfuiring (hot prodigloulI knowlcdgo milI wisdolll for which J¡e 
"'.111 rcnowm'tl. 

• 
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Takirig guidos, thcrefore, from among bis ChristiáncapUves, he 
'sct out lo subduc such parts of the country as had not been visited 
by Tarie; The first place which he 'assailed wasthe;aneient city oC 
Carmona : it was not oC great magnitude, but wasfortified witb 
high walIs and massive towers, and 'many of the fugitives of lhe 
late army had thrown themselves ¡nto ¡t. 

The Goths had by ihis time recoveredfrom tbeir first panie j they 
had bccome accustomed to the sight ofMoslem troops, and tbeÍr na­
tive cournge had been roused by danger. Shortly after tbe Arabs had 
'cncamped berore their walls, a band of cavalíers made a sudden 
salIy one morning bcrore the break oC day, fen upon the enemy by 
surprise, killed above thrce hundred oC tbem in their tents, and 
efTected theÍr retreat inlo the city; leaving twenty of theirnumber 
dead, 'covered witb honourable wounds, and in the very centre of 
lhe campo 

On the following day they made anothcr sally, and feIl ona dif-­
fcrent ,quarter oC the encampment; but the Arabs were on their 
guard, and met thcm with superior numbers. After ' fighting 
flcJ.!cely fo~ a time, theywcre rouledand flcdfullspeed for thecity, 
~vitJí tbe Arabs hard upon their traces. Tbe guards within feared 
10 open the gate, lest with tbeir friends they should admit a torrent 
of enemies. Seeing thcmselves thus shut out, lhe fdgitives de ter­
mined 10 die likc brave soldiers ramcr than surrender. Wheeling 

J
Ul1ySuddcnly round, lhcyopened a path through tbe host oC their pur­

sucrs, fougbt thej way back to the camp, and raged about it wilh 
dcspcrate fury until they ' were aH slain, aCter having killed aboye 
'cight hundred of tbe enerny (1). 

IUuza now ordered that tbe place should be taken by storm. 
The 1\'loslcms assailed it on all sides, but '\Yere vigorously resisted ; 
many wcre slain by showers of stones, arrows, and boiling pitch, 
andtnany' who had mour.ted with scaling-Iaddcrs were tbrown 
'l1Cadlong from tbe battlemcnts. The alcayde, Galo, . aidcd soIely 
bytwo men, defended a tm,'er and a portion of the wall, killing and 
wounding with a cross-bow more than eighty oC the cnemy. Tile 
attack lasted above half a day, when the .lUoslem's were rcpulscd 
wilh the los8 oC fiftecn hundred meno . 

l\'Iuza was astonishcd and exasperated al meeting witb sucb for­
midable resistance from so small a city; Cor it was one oC the few 

(1 ) AlIulcasim. rcrdila de Espaiía, lib. i. c. 13 • 

• 

eneralife 
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pIaces, · during that memorable cOllquest, where the Golhic vaIour 
shone forth with it.s proper lustre. 'Vbile the Moslcm army lay 
cncamped beforo tbe place, it was joined by ~gucd, the renegado, 
and Count Julian·, the traitor, with on~ thousand borsemen, most 
oí tbem recreant Christians, basé bctrayers of theír country, and 
more savago in their warfare than the Arabs oC the desert. To 
find Cavour . in the eyes of lUuza,. and to evince his dovotion to the 
cause, tbe Count undertook, by wily stratagem, to put tbis gallant 
~ity in bis power. 

Ono evening, just at twilight, a numberofChristians, habited as 
travclling merchants, arrived at ono of the gates, conducting a 
train oC mules laden wilh arms and warlike munitions. "Open 
the gate quickly," cricd (hey; ,¡ wc bring supplies ror the garrison, 
but the Arabs bave discovered, and are in pursuit oC us," The gatc 

' was thrown open; -the merchantsentered with thcir beasts of 
burden, and were joyfully received. l\'Ieat and drink wcre placed 
before tbem; and aCtcr lhey had rcfreshed themselves they retired 
to the quarters alloUed to them. 
~hese pretended merchants were Count Julian and a number of 

bis parlisans. At the hour of midllight lhey stole · forlh silentIy, :' 
and, assembling togethcr, procceded to what was called the Gate ~ 
of Cordova. Hereselting suddenly upon the unsuspccting guards, ' 
Uley put them to the cdgc oC the · sword, and, throwing opcn the 
gates admiUcd a great body oC the Arabs. The inhabitants were . 
roused from their sleep by sound oC drum and trumpet, and the . 
clattering of borses. The Arabs scourcd tbe streets; a horrible 
massacre was commcnccd, in whích none were spared hut such oC 
tbe females as wcre youngand · bcautiful, andfitted to grace the 
harems of the conquerors . . The arrival of lVluza put an cnd to tbe 
pillage and the slaughter, and he granted favourable terms to the 
Burvivors. 'fhus the valíant liUle cityof Carmona, after nobly ~e­
sisting the open assaults oC the infidcls, feIl a victim to the trcachcry 
oC apostate Christians(t). :-." 

(*:) Cron. Gen. de España, por Alonza el Sabio,p. iii, e. 1. 
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CHAPTER. VIII. 

Muzil tnatehes ttgainst the éit,. or Sevillc. 

After the capturo of Carmona, Muza descended into a noble 
pJain, covered with fields oC grain,with orchards snd gardens, 
through which glided the soft-flowing·Guadalquivir. On tbebor;.. 
ders of the river stood the aneient city of SevilIe, surrounded by 
Roman walls, and defended by its golden tower. U nderstanding 
from bis spies tbat the city had lost the flower of its youtb in tbe 
baUJe of the Guadalete, Muza anticipated but a faint resistanee. A 
considerable force, bowever, still remained witbin tbe place, and 
what tbey wanted in numbers tbey made up in resolution. For 
sorne days they withstood the assaults ofthe enemy, and defended 
tbeir walls wí th great couragc. Their want of warlike munitions, 
however, and the superior force and_ skill oC lhe besieging army, . 
left them no hope of being ubIe to bold out long. Tbere were two 
youthful cavaliers oC uncommon valour in tbe city; TbeyasscmbIed 
the warriors and addressed tbem. "'Ve cannot savc tha city,"'said 
they, 'but al least we may saye ourselves, and preserve so many 

I strong arros for tho serviee of our country. Let us' cut oUr way 
through the infidel force, and gaín somo sceure fortress, . from ' 
whence we may return wíth augmcnted 'numbcrs fofo tile reseue of 
the cUy." 

The advice oC the young cavalicrs w~s ndopted. In tho dead-of ' 
thenigbt the garrison assembled, to the numbcr of about -three 
thousand, the most part mounted on horscback. , Suddcnly sany~ 
ing from one oC tbe gales, they rushed in a compact body, upon the 
camp of tbe Saracens, which was negligenUy guarded, for tbe 
1\Ioslems expected no ,such act oC , despcration. Tito campwas a 
secno of grcat 'carnage and confusion; many wero slain on both 
sides. The t wo valiant lcaders of the Christians feIl wvcroo wilh 
'Wounds; but tbe main body succeeded in forcing their way through 
lhe centre oftho army, nnd in making thcir. rctrca.t to Beja in 
Lusitania. _ 

l\Iuza was al a loss to know the m~'ming ofthis despcrate salIy. 
In the morning he perccived the gales of tbe city ",ide open, A 
number of ancient and venerable men pl'escntcd themselves at his 
tcnt, olIering submission"and imploriog merey; for none were leCt 

y General .t 
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in (he place but the old, the ¡nfirm, and tbe miserable. ,Muia lis­
tened (o them witb compassion, and granted tbeir praycr; and lhe 
only tribute he exacted was three' measures of wheat and tbree of 
barley from each house or family. He placed a garrison of Arabs 
in the cUy, and left tbere a number of J ews to form a body of po­
pulation. Having tbus secured two important places in Andalusia, 
hepassed the boundaries of the province, and advanced with great 
marliaI pomp into Lusitania. 

CHAPTER IX. - ·· 

Muza besieges thc City oC Mcrida. 

The army of l\'Iuza was now augmented to aboul eighteen thou~ 
sand horscmen; but he took wilh him but fcw foot soldicrs, leav'" 
ing them to garrison the conquercd towns. . Hc mel wilh no re .. 
sistance on bis entrancc into Lusitania. City after city laid' its 

~---- keys al his feel, and implored to be received in peaecful vassalagc. 
One city alone prepared forvigorous defence, tlle ancient l\Ierida, 

--------- a place of greál extent, uncounted riches, and prodigious strenglh. 
" A . noble Goth named Sacarus' was flle governor; . a rnjlll of con­a surnmate wisdom, patri6lism, and valol!lf. Hearing of the ap:" 

-proach of theinvaders, he galhered within the walls an the peoplc 
JUnTR DI J\nU0fi t e surrounding country, wilh tbeír horses and mules, tbeir 

flocks and herds,and most precious effects. To -insure for a long 
time a supply of bread, he fillcd the magazines witb graio, and 
crected windmills on the churches. This done, he laid waste tbe 
surrounding country to a great extent, so that a bcsieging army 
,would ha,'e to encamp in a desert. , 

When lUuza carne in sighl of this magIlificcnt city, he was struck 
witb -, admiration. He remained ror sorne time gazing in silencc 
upon its mighty walls and lordly towers, its vast cxtent, and tbe 

. slately pala ces and temples wHh which itwasadorned. "Surely," 
cried be, at lenglh," a11 the people of.tbe earth ha)Tccombincd 
thoir power and skill to cmbellish alld aggrandise tbis city! Allah 
Achbar! Happywill he bewho shall have the glory of making 
such a eonquest! " . , , 

Seeing that a place , so popuIous and so strongly forlifiedwou1d 
be likely ' to maintain a IOlJg and formidable resistance, he scnt 
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The noise of ihe tcrrific confliet that took place "\Vas hoard on 
the :cily walIs, and answercd by shouts of exultation; ror the Chris­
tians thOllght it rose frorn the terror and confusion of the Arab 
campo In a liUle while, however, they were undeceived by fugi­
tivcs from the fight, aghasl wHh terror, and covered with wounds. 
"Hell itself," cried they, "is on the side oC those infidcls; the 
earth cas(s forth warriors and steeds to aid them. "\\r e have fought, 
not wilh men, bul devils W 
. i The greatcr part. oC the chosen troops who had sal1ied wcre cut 
LO pieees in that sccne of massaere, for they had been confounded 
by the tempest of battle whieh suddenly broke forlh around them. 
Count Tendero fought with desperate valour, and fell covered 
wilh wounds. His body was found the next morning, lying among 
lhe sluin; and transpierced with haIfa seore ofIanees. The renc-

. gado l\Iagued cut off his bead and tied it to the taH of his horse, 
and repaired wilh this savage trophy to the tent of Muza; but the 
hostility of the Arab general was of a less malignant kind. lIe 

-~--,ordered that the head and body should be placed together upon a 

'JUl1TR DI R 

bier, and treated wilh bccoming reverence. 
In the course oc. the day, a train of priestsand friars carne forth 

froro the city. to request permission to scck for the body oC the 
count. Muza delivcrcd it to them, with , many soIdierlike cuco· 
miums on the valour oC that good cavalicr. Thc pricsts COVCl'crl 

it with a pall of cIoth oC gold, and bore it back in rnclancholy pro· 
cession, to the cUy, where it was receiveu with loud lamentalions. 
. The siege was now prcsscd with grcat vigour, apd repeated aS· 
saulLs were made, but in vain. l\'luza saw at lenglh that lhe waIls 
","ere too high to be scaled, and the gales too strong to be burst 
open without the aid of engincs; and he desistcd from the altack 
until machines ror the purpose could be conslruclcd. The go· 
vernor, suspected, from this cessation of active warfare, tha1 tho 
enerny flattcred thcmselves to reduce the place by famine ,; he 
caused, therefore, large haskcls of bread to be thrown from lhe 
wall, and sent a messcngcr to lHuza to iuform him, tha! jr his arroy 
should be in want of brcad, he would supply it, baving sufficicnt 
corn in his granaries for a ten years' siege (1). 

The citizens, howcvcr, did not possess the undauntcd spirit of 
thcir governor. . '''!len they found tbat the 1\tIoslems werc con-

(1) Hlcd<l, Crúnicil, lib. ji. c. U. 
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strucling trcmcndous cngincs rOl' · the . destruction oC . theír walls, 
they lost all courage, and, surrounding tbe govcrnor in a cla­
morous multitudc, compcned him to send forlh persons lo ca-
pitulate. . 
• The ambassadors carne into the presence of l\Iuza, with awc j ror 

,they cxpected to find a fiorce and formidable warrior in oue who 
had fillcd the land wilh terror: but, to tbeir ustonishment~ (hey 
bcheld un ancient and venerable man, witb white hair, a snowy 
bcard, and a pale cmaciatcd countenance. He had passed the pre­
vious night without sleep, and had been an day in the field : be was 
exhausted, tberefore, by watchfulness and fatigue; and bis gar-

. ments werc covel'cd with dust. 
"'Vhat a devil of a roan is this:," murmured ·the ,ambassadors 

.one to anotber, " to undertake such a siege wben on the verge oC 
the grave 1 Lel us defend our cUy the best way wc can ; 8ure]y we 
.can hold out longer than the life of tbis grcybeard. r' 

Thcy returncd to the city, thercfore, scoffing at an invadcr who 
sccmed fiUc to lean on a crutch than wield a lance; and the terms 
Qffcred by, :NIuza, which would otherwise have be en thought favour­

. ~b o, were s~rn~ully rejected b~ the inhabita~ts. A rew¡ days put 
an end to tlllS mlstaken confidence. Abdalasls, the son oC lUuza, 
arrivcd froID Arríca, at t () hoad of Iris r.einforcemenl: he brougbt 
scvcn ,thousand horsemen, and a bost of Barbary archers; and 
made a glorio s Uisplay as he marchcd · into tbe campo ,. Tlle at­
,rival oC thisyoulhful'warrior was bailed witb gréat acclamatiolls, 
so much had he won tbe bearts oC the soldicry by fue frankness, 
and suavity, and generosity oC bis conduct. Imrnediately aCter bis 
arrival, a grand assauIt . was made upon tbe city; and several oC 
'the huge battering engines being finished, they were wheeled up, 
and 'began to thunder against the walls. . • 

The unstcady populace were again scized with terror; and,5ur­
.rounding thcir govcrnor with fresh clamours, obliged him to send 
.forth ambassadors a second time to treat oC a surrcnder. Whel1 
admi Ucd to the prcscncc oC IUuza, the ambassadors could scarcely 
believc lheir eyes; or that · this was the same witbered . white­
beaded old man, oC whom they had 1ate1y spokcn witb .. scoffing. 
Bis hair and bcard ~wcre tinged ,of a ruddy brown; his countcnance 
Was rcfreshed by repose, and flushed with indignation ; and be ap­
peared a maninthc matured vigour of bis days. The ambassadors 
Were slruck with awe. "Surely," whispcred .they, one to lhe 

'General " 
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other, H tbis must be either a devil 01' u mugidan, who can thus 
IDake himself old aud young at pleasure ! " _ 

Muza received them haughtily. "Heuce," said he, "and lell 
)"our people 1 grant them the same terms 1 hay e alrcady prolTered, 
provided the city be instanlly surrendered; bul, by the bead ()f 
1\Iahomel, if there be any further delay, nol one molher's son of yo 
shall receive merey al my hands ! " 

The depulies returned into the city pale and dislllayed. "Go 
forth! go for1h!" cried they, and accept whalever terms are 
offered: of what avail is it to fight againsl men who can renew 
their youth al pleasure? Behold, we left the leader of the infideIs 
an ,old and ' reeble man, and to-day we find bim youlhful alld 
vigorous (t)! " , . , 

Tho place was, therefore, surrendered ' forlhwith, . and l\Iuza 
entered it iu triumph. ' His tcrms were mcrciCul. ,Thoso who 
chose to remain were prolected in person, posseSsions, and religion; 
he took theproperly of those onIy w ho abandoned the cily, or had 
fallen inbaUle; togelhcr withallarrns and horsos, and the trcasurcs 
and rnamcnts of the churches. Among these sacred spoils ",as 
found a cup" made oC a single pear], wbich.a king of Spain, in 
ancient times, had brooght from the temple oC Jerusalcm when il 
was deslroyed by Ncbuchadnczzar. This prize was preselltcd by 
l\luza to the caliph, and placcd in the principal rnosquc of the cily 
oC Damascos (2 t . ' : ' 

. Muza knew how to eslecm' merit even in un .enemY. 'VhCIl 
,Sacarus, thegovernorof lHcrida, appearedbcforc him, he ]audcd 
him greatly Cor theskiU and courage he had 'displayed in the dc~ 
f~nce of his citYj and,. taking off bis own scimitar, which was of 
grcat value, girdcd it upon.himwHhhisown hands. · '''V('ar (~is," 
$lid he, " as a poor memorial oC rny admiration; a soldier ofsuch 
virlue and valour is "iorthy of far highcr honours." " . 

He would have engagcd l~C govcrnor in his servicc, or haYC 
pcrsuaded him to remnio in' the city, as un illoslrious vassal of (he 
caliph, but the noble-mindcd Sacarus reCuscd to bend to the yokc oC 
lhe conquerors; oor coulcl he bring himsc]f to reside contcntedlY 
in his coulllry,wheo sub~ccted lo the dominalion oC the in1idcls. 

(j) Conde, p. i. c. 13. fAmbro&io !le MOl'alcs.-:-i. B . .llIltllc Chroniele of S('IaiJl, COI11' 

¡Iosed by order or Alonzo tIJe Wisr, Ihis illH~Ct.lot\l í:'l giHII as havínl; hal'llelll!lI al lile 
:licge oC Scvillc. 

('2) MarmoJ. Descript. de Africa,t. i. J. :1. 
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(}atherfng together an thosó who chosc to accompany him irÜo 
exiJe, · he embarked, to' secksome ·country where he might Uve in 
peace, alld in the free exercisc of his rcligioll. 'Vhat shore tbese 
ocean-pilgrimslanded upon has never becn revealcd; but tradition' 
vaguely gives us lo belicve tbat it was sorne unknown island, Car in 
the bosom oC the Atlantic (t). . .. . . 

CHAPTER X. 

Expedition or AbdaJn~ agninst Se~ille and tbe" Land of Tadmlr.' ~ 

Aflerlhe capture ofl\'Ierida, lUuza gave á grand banquet to bis 
captains and distingoished warriors in thal magnificent city.At 
lhis martía] fcast wcre many Arab cavaliers who had been present 
in various haU1es; and tbey vicd wilb cach olher in recounting lhe 
daring ,enterprises·in ,which they had been engaged, andthe splen · 
clid triwnphslhey hadwitnessed . .. ' ''hile they talked with ardour 
ami exultation, Abdalasis, ,the son oC IUuza, alone Iwpt silencc, 
aud sat wilh a dejectcd countenance. At lenglh, when there was 
a pause, fie turned lo bis falher, ami addressed him . with modest 
earnestness. ',' 1\'Iy lord and , falhcr," sa.id he, "1 blush lo hear Generalife 
your .wnrriors recount the toils and dangers they have passed, 
while 1 have done nothingto entitle me to lheircompanionship. 

JU When 1 rel rn t 'Egypt, and present myself before the caliph, he 
will ask me of my services io Spaio; what battIe 1 have gaiocd; 
what town oro castIe 1 have laken. JIow shall 1 aoswer him?1f 
you love me, theo, as your 500, give me a commaod, el} trust to me 
an enterprise; and )et mc acquire a namc worlhy to be mentionrd 
among men." _. 
, The eyes oC Muza kindled with joy atfindiog Abdalasis thus 
mnbitious oC renown in arms. "AlIah be praiscd! " exclaimed be; 
"the heart ofmy son is in tbe right placo . .. ·It isbccomiog io youlh 
to look upward, ami be aspirillg. Thy desh:c, Abdalasis, shaU be 
gratified. " 

An opportllnity nt that vcry timéprescoted itsclfto.prove tho 
prowess and discretion of the youlh. During the siege'.of lUerida 
lhc Christian troops wh.ich had taken reCuge al Deja had rcinforced 

( t) Abllka~im, Pfr,lirla .Ir. F.sp:iiiri , 1. i. c. ':l¡ 
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themselvcsfromPcñaflor, and, suddcnly retürning, had presented 
themselves before the gates oC thé eHy of Seville (1). Certainof 
the Christian inhabitanls threw open the gates and admitted them. 
The troops rushed to the alcazar, took it by surprisc,and put 
many oC tbe l\'Ioslcm garrison to the sword; tbe residue made theír 
escape, arid'flcd to the Arab camp before Merida, Ieaving Sevillc 
in the hands oC the Christians. 

The veteranMuza, now that the siege oC l\Icrida was at an end, 
was mcditating the rccapture 311d punishment oC Sevillc at the very 
time when Abdalasis addresscd him. "Behold, my son," cxcIaimed 
be, "an cnterprise worlhy oC thy ambilio.! Take with ' thce a1l 
the troops thou hast brought from Afrien; reduce the city 'of Seville 
again to subjection, and plant thy standard upon itsaleazar. Hut 
stop not there. Carry lby conquering sword into the soutbern ' 
parts ,of Spain: tboll ""ilt find there a barvcst ofglory yet to be 
rcaped/' 

Abdalasis 10st no time in departing upon ,this cntcrprise. He 
took with him Count Julian, lVIagued c~ Rum~, and the Bishop 
0PRas, tbat he mighi benefit by theír knowledge oC th~ country . .......... --'Vhen he carne in sight oC the fair city of Sevillc, seated like a 

.oIr.....----qucen in the midst of its goldcn .. pIain, with' the GtiadaIWJivir 
, flowing ben~ath ~ts walls, he gated UP, on it with the admirat, ion oC a a lover, and lame ted in bis sonl tbat he hail 10 visit it as an aven­

ger. His troops, however, regarded it with wratbful eyes, think-
JUNT1\ DI 11 ing on1y oC its rebellion and oC themassacre oC their countrymeI1 

in the alcazar. . 

The principal people oC the city had tnken no part in this ganant 
but fruitless insurrection; and now, when they beheldthe army 
of Abdalasis encamped upon the banks oC the Guadalquivir, would 
rain have gone forth to make explanations, and intercede ror mercy'­
The popuIace, however, forbade any one to Icavc the city, and, 
barring tbe gates, prepared to defend tbemselves to the Iast. 

,Tho place was aUacked with resistlcss fury. The gates were 
500n burst open; the Moslcms rushed in, panting Cor revengO. 
They confined not their slaughter to the soldiery in the alcazar, 
but roamcd through every strcct, confounding ' the innoeent wilh 
tbc gwIty in one bloody massacre, and it was with the utmost diffi .. 

(1) Espinosa. Anliq. y Grllnd. de Seville, lib. ji. c. 3. 
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culty that Abdalasis could at length succeed in staying their sangui-
nary career (1). . 

The son . of l\'Iuza pro ved himsclf as mild in eonquest as h~ had 
been intrepid in assault. The moderation and benignity of his 
eonduct soothed the terrors oC the yanquished, andhis wise pre- . 
cautions restored tranquillity. Having made proper regulations for · 
the protection of the inhabitants, he left a strong garrison in the 
place to prevent any further insurrection, and then departed on 
the further prosecution oC bis enterprise. 

Wherever be went his arms were victoriousj and bis victories 
werc al ways characterised by the same magnanimi ty. At length 
he arrived on the confines oC thal beautiful region comprising 10ft Y 
an~ precipitous mountains, and rích and delicious pIains, after­
wards known by the name of the kingdom of Murcia. AH {his 
part of the country was defended by the vcteran Theodomir, who · 
by sldlful management had saved a remnant oC his Corees after the 
defeat on the banks of the Guadalete. 

Theodomir was a stanch warrior, and a wary and prudent mano 
He had cxperienced the rolly oC opposing the Arabs in .open field, 
wherc tfieir cavalry and armour gayo lbem such superiority. On 
lheir approach, tberefore, he assembled all his people capable of 
bearing arms, and took posscssion of the clifTs and mountain-passes-" Generalife 
"Here," said he, "a simple goatherd, who can hurl ~own rocks 
and stones, is as good as a warrior armed in prooC." . In tliis way 
he checked and harrassed the l\'Ioslem army in a11 its movements, . 
sh wering down missiles upon it froID overhanging precipices, and 
waylaying it in narrow and rugged defiles, where afew raw troops 
could makc stand against a host. . 

Theodomir was in a fair way lo bame bis foes and obligo them to 
withdraw from his territorics ;. unfortunately, however, the wary 
veteran liad twosons with him, youngmen oChot and heady valour, 
who considered all this prudence of their father as savouring of 
cowardiee, and who were anxious to try their prowess in tbe open 
field. ""\Vhat glory," said they, " is to be gained by destroying an 
enemy in this way, from the covert oC rocks and thickets?" · -

" You talk like young men," replied the veterano "Glory is a 
prize one máy fight for abroad,but safety is the objccl when the 
encmy is at the door." 

"¡ . 

(1) Conde, p. i. c. H. 



312 LEGEND OF 'l'HE 

. One day, however, the young mCli succeüded in tlrawing down 
their falhcr inlo the pIain. Abdalasis immediatelf seized on the 
opportunity, and tllrew himsel[ between the Goths antl their moun- . 
taiD fastncsscs. Tbeodomir saw too late the danger intowhich 
be was betraycd. "'VIJat can our raw troops do," said be, 
" against those squadronsof horse thai move like castles?· .Let us 
rnake a rapid retreat to Oribuela, and defend oursclves from behind 
itswaIls." 

" Father," said tbe cldest son, "it is too late to retreat; re­
maín bere with the reserve, while rny brother and .l advance. 
Fear nothing ¡am not 1 your son, and would 1 not die to dcfend 
YOU?'" . 

"In truth," replied the veteran, "1 have rny doubts whethcr 
you are my· son. But ir 1 remain here, and-you should an be 
)¡illcd, where then would bc my protection? Come," addcd he, 
tnrning lo the second son, "1 trust that thon art virtualIy my son j 
let tIs has ten to retrcat before it is too ]ate." 

"Father," replied the youngest, "1 have nol a doubt that 1 am 
~ _____ ~ honestly and thoroughly your son, and as such 1 bonour you ; but 

1 owe dnty likewise to my mother, and when 1 sallied to the ",ar 
she g ye me hcr blessing as long as 1 should act wilh valour, lmt 
her curse should 1 prove era ven and fly the field. Fear nothing, 
father; 1 will defend you while living, and even aftcr you are 
dead. You shaU never faíl of an honourab1e sepullure among your 
kindred." 

":A pcstilence on ye bOlh," cried Thcodomir, " ror a braceof 
misbegotten madmen! What care 1, thinl, ye, where ye Jay my 
body when 1 am dead. One day's existcnce in a hovel is worth an 
age of ¡nterment in a marble sepulchre. Come, rny friends," said 
he, . turning to his principal cavalicrs, "Jet us leave these hot~ 
headedstriplings'andmake our retreat; ir we tarry anylongcr the 
cnemy willbe upon uS." 

Upon this the cávaliers and proud hidalgos drew up 'scornfuUy 
and tossed their heads : " 'Vha t do you see in ns," said (hey, "that 
you tbink we will show our backs to tho cncmy? Forward! waS 
cvcr the good old Gothic watch-word, aud with that wiIl WC'livc 

, ' and die! " 
While time was lost in these disputes, the l\Ioslem army kcpt ad~ 

vancing, unti! rctreat was no Jonger practicable. The haUte was 
tUIDUltUOllS und bloorty. Thcodomir fought Iik(ra .lion, but ji was 
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a11 in vain .: Ilesaw his two sonscut down, am) the greatcr part oC 
théir rashcompanioiis, whilehis raw mountain troops fled in all 
dircclions. 

Seeing there wasno longer any hope, he scizcd the bridle oC a 
favourile page who was near '- him~ and wbo was about spurring 
Cor (he mountaios. "Part nol from me," said he, "but do thOll 
al least aUend tomy coúnsel, my son; and, oC a truth, 1 believe 
thóu art my son, Cor thou art the' ofTspring of one of my bandmaids 
who was kind unto me." And indecd the youth marvellously ' re­
scmbléd bim. Turning ' then the reÍns of bis own ' stecd, and 
giving him the spur, be fled amain fromthe field, followed by 
the page; nor did he stop uotil he arrived withiu the 'walls of 
Orihuela. 

Ordcring the gates ~o he barred and bolted, he' prepared to re­
ceive the cncrny. There were but few men io the city capable of 
beariog arms, most of the youth baving rallen in tbe field. He 
cHuscd the women, tberefore, to clothe thcrnselvcsin male attire, 
to put on bats and belmets, to takc long reeds in tbeír hands 
instead oC lances, and to cross their hair upon their . chins in 
'semblance of beards. With tbese troops he lined tbe walls and 
. toweJ!s. 

It was abont the hour oC twilight tbat Abdalnsis approached wilh. 
his arrny, but he paused wheo he saw the walls so nurnerously 
garrisoncd. 'rhen Theodomir (ook a flag oC truce in his hand, and 
put a Icrald's tabard 00 the page, and they two sallied forth too ca­
pitulale, an wcre graciously received by Abdalasis . 
. "1 corne,"said Theodornir, :" 00 the behalf of-lhe-cornrnander oC 

.lhis city, to treat for terros worthyofyour rnagnanimity.and of bis 
dignily. You perceivc that the city is capable oC wilhstanding a 
long siege, but be is desirous of sparing tbe lives of his . soldiers: 
Promise that tbe inhabitants sballhe at libertytodepart unmolested 
with thcír property, and the city will be' delivcredup to you to­
morrow morning' withouta blow; otherwíse we are .prcpared to 
flght until not a man be left." 

Abdalasis was wcll pleased to ·get so powerful a place upon such 
easy terms, buí stipulated tbat the garrisoo should lay down their 
arms. To this Theodomir readily assented, witb the exception, 
however, oC the governor and his reHnue, whichwas grantí.!d out 
of consideration ror his dignity. .The articIes oC capitulation were 
1hcn draWll out; and, . when Abdalasis had amxed his name and 

Generalife 
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seal, Tbedoomir took lhe pon and wrote bis signaturc. "Bebold 
in me," said he, "the governor oC the city!" 

Abdalasis was pleased with the hardihood of the commander of 
tbe place in thus venturing personally into his power, and enter­
tained the veteran with still greatcr honour. When Theodomir 
returned to the city, he made known the capitulation, and charged 
the inhabitants ·to pack up tbeir effects during the night, and be 
ready to sally fortb in the morning. 

,At the dawn of day the gates were thrown open, and Abdalasis 
looked to see a great force issuing forlh; but, to bis surprise, .be:­
held merely Theodomir and bis page in battcred armour, followcd 
by a mullitudeof old men, women, and children. 

Abdalasis waited until the whole had come forth; lhen, turning -
to Thcodomir ,_ " Where," cried he, "are the soldiers whom 1 saw 
last cvcning, lining the walls and towers?" 

" Soldicrs have 1 non e,' replied the ' veterano "As to my gar­
rison, behold it before yOll. With these women did 1 man my , 
wallsj and tbis, my page, is my hcrald, guard, and relinue." 

Upon t~is the Bishop Oppas and Count Julian exc1aimed that the 
capitulatioo was a base Craud, an~ ougbt not to be complied with; 
but Abdalasis relishcd the stratagem of the old soldier, and ordered 
that tbe stipulations of the , treaty should be failbful1y pcrformed. 
Nny, so high an opinion did he conceive of the subtle wisdom oC tbis 
commandcr, that he permitted him to remain mautbority over 
thesur:rounding country, on his , acknowledging allegiance and , 

-engaging to pay tribute to the caliph; and a11 that part .of Spain, 
comprising the beautiful provinces oC }\:Iurcia and Valencia, was 
long afterknown by the Arabic name oC its defender, and is stil! 
rccordcd in Arabian chronic1es as" The land ofTadmir." 

·Having succeedéd insubduing (his rich and fruitfulregion, alld . 
having gnined grcat ren~wn ·for bis generosity aswcll as valour, : 
Abdalasis returned with the chief part of bis armyto the city of 
Scvillo (1). 

(1) Conde, p. i. Crónica del Moro Rasis. Cron. Gen. Espniia por AJonzo el S:tbio, . 
p. m.c. t. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

M uza arrives at Toledo. - Intervjew between him , and , Tarie. 

When Muza ben Nozier had sent bis son Abdalasis to subdue 
Seville, he departed for Toledo, to call Tarie to account for bis 
disobedience to · bis orders; for, amidst aU his own successcs, the 
pro5perous career ofthat commander preyed upon his mind. What · 
can content , the jealous and ambitious heart? As Muza passed 
tbrougb lhe land, towns and cities súbmitted to himwithout re­
sistance; he was lost in wonder at the riches of the country, and , 
lhe noble monuments of art with which it was adorned. When he 
beheld lhe bridges, constructed in andent times by ' the Rom~ns, 
{hey seemed to him tbe work, not of men, butof genii. ' Yet all 
these admirable objeets only made him repioe tbe more that ha ' 
had not had the exclusive glory of invading and subduing the land, 
aod exasperated him the more against Tarie for having apparcntly 
cndeavourcd lo monopolise the eonquest. 
~aric heard of his approacb, and carne forth to meet him at Ta-

lave~a, accompanied by many 'of the most distinguished compa"ra y Generalife 
nioos of his victories, and with a train oC horses and mules laden 
with spoils, -With which he trustcd to propitiate the favourof bis ' 
cornmander.rI'hcir meeting took place on tha banks oC the rapid . ' 
river Tielar, whieli rises in 'the mountains ofPlacencia, and throws 

, itself into lhe Tagus; Muza, io former days, while Tarie had" 
acted as his subordinate and indefatigable offieer, hád cherished 
and considered hiinas asecond self; but now thathe had started up 
to be a rival, he couid not coneeal his jealortsy. When tbe veteran 
carne ioto his presencc, he regarded him Cor a moment witb a stern 
and indignant aspect." Why bast thou disobeycd my orders?" 
said ho. " 1 commanded tbee to await my arrival, witll reinforce­
ments, but thou bast rashly overrun the eountry, endangcring the 
1085 oC our armies and the ruin of our cause." , 

" 1 have aeted," replied Tarie, "in such manner as 1 tbought .' 
would best serve the cause of Islam; and in so doing I thought to 
fulfil the wisbes oC l\Iuia. Whatever 1 have done has been as your 
servant; behold your sbare; as commander:'io-chief, oC the spoils 
which 1 bave colIected. "So sayi~g, he produced art immense trea .. 
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sure in silyer and gold, and cosny slufTs, and prccious sloncs, amI 
spread it before l\'Iuza. 

The anger ofihe Arab commam]er was stiB more kindlcd al lhe 
sight of this booly, for it pro ved how splendid had been the vic­
tories oC Tarie; but he rcstrained bis "'Tath for the prescnt, and 
they proceeded together in moody silence to Toledo. \Vhen he 
entered this royal city bowever, and ascended to the ancieut palace 
of the Golhic kings, and reflected that aH this had becn a sccue oC 
triumph to his rival, he could no longer repress ' bis indignation. 
He demanded oC Tarie a strict account oC all the riches he had 
gathered in Spain, even of the presents be had reserved for the 
caliph; and, aboye a11, he made him yield up his·favourite trophy, \ 
the talismanic table of Solomon~ '\Jhcn all thiswas done, he agaill ;, 
upbraided him bitterly with bis disobedience of ordcrs, and witb the ¡~ 
rashness of bis conduct. " \Vhat blind confidence in forlune hast 
thon sbown," said he, "in overrunning such a country, and assail­
ing such powerCul cities witb thy scanty force! \Vhat madness,.lo 
venture every thing upon a desperale ehance, whcn thon knewcst 1 
was comingwith a force lomaketbevictory.seeure! AH thy succcss 
has been owing to mere luck, not to judgmentnor generalship." 

He tben bestowed high praises upon the other chieftains .for 
their services in the cause o Islam; but theyanswered no1. a word, 
and thcir countenanccs WTe gloomy and diseontented, for they 
feH the injustice done to he ir favourite leadcr . . As to Tarie, 
though his eye burned like fire, he kept his passion wilhin bounds. 
" 1 have done the best 1 could to serve God and lbe ealiph~" said 
he, cmphatically; "rny eonseien'ee acquits me, and '1 trust my 
sovereign will .do the same." . 

"Perhaps he may," replied Muza bitterly; "but, in thc mean .. 
time, 1 cannot eonfide his interests to a desperadó, w ho is heedless 
oC orders . and throws every thing at hazard. Sueha general is 
unworthy to be éutrusted with the fate oC armies." 

So saying," he divested Tarje oC hiscommand and gave it to 
Nlagued t4e renegado. The gannt Taric still mainlained an air oC 
stern eomposure. His onlywords were, "The caliph will do me 
justice!" . l\'luza was sotransported ,vith"passion at , this laconic 
dcfiance, that he ordered hi~ to be thrown into prison~ aild even 
threatened his life. '. : .. .. . 

.. Upon' this, Magued el Rumí, though he had risen by the disgrace 
of Tar¡e; had . the :gcncrosity lo speak ourwarmly in his favÓúr. 
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" Cousider ," flaid he, to lUuza, "what may be the consequences 
of tbis severity. ' ·Tarie has 'many friends in tbe army; his aetionS, 
loo, have bccn signal and illustrious, and entille him to tbe bighest 
honours and rewards, instcadof disgraee and imprisonment" 

The anger of Muza, however, ' was not · to be appeased; and he 
trustcd to juslify his measures by despatebing missives to the 
caliph, complaining oC the insubordination of 1'aric, and his rash 
and headlong conducto rfhe result proved tbewisdomoC the cau­
tion given by JUagued. In the eoursc of a liUle while l\'Iuza re­
ceiveda humiliating leHer from the caliph, ordering him to res~ore 
Tarje to the command of the soldiers" whom he had so gloriously 
conducted, " alld not to render useless "one oC the best swords in 
Islam (1) ! " 

It is thus the envious man brings humiliation and reproaeh upon 
himsclf, in endeavouring to ,degrade a meritorious rival. 'Vhen 
lhe tidings carneof the justice rendered by the caliph to the merits 
ot'-the veteran, there w~ general joy throughout the army; and . 
}\Iuza read, in lhe smiling eountenanccs 'of every one around bim; 

, a severc censure upon his conduct. Heconcéaled, however, his 
dcep humilialion, ' and afTected toobey the orders oC his sovereign 

I wilh grúat alaerily : ' hereleased Tarie from prison, fcasted hilil at Genpralife 
his own tabIe, and then publicly replaeed him al the head of his 
troops. Thc army rcceived its favourite veteran with shouts oC 
joy, and cclcbl'aled wilb rejoicings the reconciliation oC ' fue com-
mandcrs ; but' lhe shouts of the soldiery wcreabhorrcnt to tbe ears 
of lUuza. I 

'CHAPTER XII. 

Muía 1'1'oSCCUlcS lhe schcrne oC conqucst.-Sicgc oC SaJ.'agossa.- Complete 
. subjugation of Spain. , 

Th~dis~c'nsions, which for a time had distracted lheconqucl'iug 
ill'lny, being appcascd, and the Arabian generals being apparenUy 
. once more rcconeiled, Muza, as cornmander·in-chief, proeeeded to 
complete the cnterprise by subjugaling the . Dorthern parts of 
Spain. Tllc same expcditious mode of conquest tbat had been 
sagaciously adoplcd by Tarie was stiU pursued . rhe troops wer~ 
Jighlly armcd, and Creed froIn cyery superfluous incumbranee. 

(,) C011l11:', p. í. c. H. \ 

_ .. _ -- _. ~--------
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~~c~ .hor~ema~? J)e~id~hi,silrI;Us, . carried fl slll,aU.sack of provisions, 
. ~' ~9J>p~ryes,s,e! inw~i~b ; to :~qoli them, ap,," asklllwhic,h sery~d' 
'him for surco~t aJld Cor 'bed . . Theinfantrycarried nothing but · 
th~ir ~~r~"" "Tq>~~c~iegim~n~ ':~r sqlla~r9~ W,as a1l9.Wed,a li~i,ted 

· ~p.mb~r ;o,f ~WJlpt~r Ip.ul~s :a~l~ attendflnts" barely enoughto c~rry 
: ~eir n~~e$sary baggag~ a~4 supplies .. . ;NQthing Was perm,itted tbat 
· .. cqpl~l!e,~~!es.s,y 4iminjs~ , ~peJlumber 'qf figpting men, deJay t~eir 
, .~apid ~ J.D~V~IJlents,g;r cqnsl?-fP.e Jb~i~ provisions . .. ' , Stri~~ ,ordefs 

,w.;~~e again issued" , pr9bibiting 2 p~pajp oí deatb;, all p~UI~~~r, e~­
,~,epting ' the ~amp .of ~n.eriemy, 10"" citiesgiven up tQ" pil~age (1) •. : " . 
.. Tbe arrnies nowtook their 'severallincsofmatch.. That.u.ndér 
· r~riC.d~par~e~' tO~~4s th~ ,JlOr,th-~st;be'a~ing ~p the coun~ryt.q~ 
wards tlÍe source of the Tagus, traversing' the chain oC Iberi~n Qr 

" Mragon~an roount~i~s, ,snd p()uring down iuto 1h,e· p~ain$ al1,d yal­
Jey~waiered" by th~E.bro. ":Jt waswonderful to ,see, ,i~ $C?briefa 

. )pa,ce: Qf, tim:e;, ~,~c~ '~' ya~t'~;nd , diffieult cÓ,t;l,Qtry pene~r~~edá~d 
::iupdued,; ,a~d, t~~ in:v~~i,~,g a,tJ;llY, like an i~UD¡datin~ nQod, .P9ty:ing 
~ ,~ strea.ms~Q.to .Qle'pl<}st ;rClIlOte re,cess~s,. · : ',' ,',', 

Wp,ile T~ricwas thus sweeping the cQuntryto the ,north~east,' 
, l\Iuz.a ,<t~parte,d inallopposite dir~ctiou; yet' purpo~ing torneet 

"""'----. . ~i:~? - and to ·Join lhejJ: í9fpes ~n th~ ~or;~. ).leÍldjng hi~ cou.rse 
}.V'es~ward~y, . h.e Ill~(;l,~ ' c~cui~ bellind ',them.o:untains., and, then? 
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'. ;~dY~,cj~g ¡uto. í4e ()p,en .. , untr~~ displayed hi~ baAners bef.ore S~­
.Ian:!.~nea,:wpich surrendere.q w;tI~out rcsis,tance. From hence be 

' ,CQ»t~nue4 oJ;l ~owards Astorga,:,r,eceiYjng, the . terrifie,d .sjIQm~ssio~ 
. oC theland j then lurniÓg,np 'lhev:al1e.rof the D~uro', he, .~$cen.d.ed 
. ,the course ofthat.<famous river 'towards .the eastj~rossed the 
,Sierra deMQncayo, :,~hd ?rr~yi'-:lg .op' the b~nJis ,ofthe Ebro, marched 
clown along fts st,ream; u~til h~ apprqached ihe strong ~ity ,oC, 5. ara­
goss~, ·.thec~t.é\del ,of ~ll :tQ,at .'Pfl!t o,CSpairi. · ~n this place' h.~d _taken 
refuge manyof t~,eIÍ1ost va~iant .oc :;the Gothic 'warriors', Jhe rem-

. nants Of arroies, an9 fÚgitives frolD ' éonquer~d cities. ·. ~t W'a:s one 
,oC the 1ast rallyingpbints of the land: . . When M,uza arrived, Tarie 
J¡ad already been for so~'~ time beforethe'place,.: laying close Siegé. 
The . iuhabitants ,were pressed 'by farnhie,' and' had suffered· great 
los,ses inrépeatedcombats; but ihere was a ~pirita~d óbstinacy in 
tbeir resislance surpassing any th~ng tlÍathad yet' been witnessed 
by the invaders. . e ' .• '. -. ' . - ," - , .' ' . '. :,' ' . . .. . . ' . - . . . .', 
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'Mllza , nów took 'comman~of th~' siego,and o~dered 'agepera,l ' 
'assaUlt tipÓll thewalIs.:' The MosIenis 'plantcd their .scaliqg-ladders 
-ándmou,nt~d with th~ir accustollled iqtrepldity ,but w.er~ vigo.:. 
rou~Iy resisted; 'norcouId alJ ' their efforts ' pbtain theIn ,,-.footing 
uponthe battlement&. Whilethey wer~thu~ a~sailing lhe waUs, , 
Count Julian urdered. a ~e~pof combustiblesto be place"- ~g~in~t 
one oC ' the-gates, and set o~ fire, The inhabitants ~ttempLed in 
vahi(Í'om the baf.b~can tq ~xtinguish lhe flamés. . They b"p,rn~ so 
fiercely ,that in,a little ;wmle the gate f~ll ftoro the hinges~ . c¿imt. 
Julian ganopedin,~o 'th~, ~ity)nounted upona powerflll cbarger, 
himself and his steedal} covered with níaiL H~ wás follQwed py 
threehundred of his partisans, and supported py lYIag~ed;~h,e rg~ 
negado, with a troop. of ~orse~ .. '. . " . . " . 

The' inhapitants dispp-ted every str~~t and public sqúar~; (bey 
'made ,'barriers 'of dead pOdies, fighting, bebiQd thes~ramparJs oC 
lheir slaughtered,countrymen . . :F;verY ,window ~ºd roo( \vas filled 
·witlicombatants ; the very wbmen and children joipe4 inth:é <les~ 
peratefight, throwing ,down stop.e$an4 ' lnissil~ofaIrlíin,d~, ' ,*n4 ' 

',scaIding' '\Vater, upon theeneniy~ ' ,, ' ', ' "'., " . '. , " . :. " ' 
, rhe battl~ raged UJiti! the h¿ur'of vespers, when: the pti'ndpal 
inhabilants h'eld a p(arley~and cap'tüJat~d , for a surrender. t', ~Iú ' y Genér?'ife 
had been incensed, at their obstinate,resistance; which had cost the 
lives of so many ' of ,his soIdiers. ~ JIé' knew , also . thát iI1 .'the city 
,were collected the riches'of mányofthe tüwns ofea'stern Spain. 
He' demanded, tlíerefore; bcside the lisua}, term.s,a heavysuJU,to 
be paiddown by the citizens, calledtne contribut,ion 'oC ,b~60d '; as by 
(his ' they redeemed,themselves froro the ,edge ,OC the swóid. , T.he " 
people were obliged 'to comply. ' They ',collectedall tbe' jewels 'üf 
{heir richest familics, and ,all the ornáments 'of their tenipIes',;, ~n~ 
laid tbem at the f~ct · oC Muza ;. and pIaced ,in bis p9,,:crinany of 
their noblest youtbs 'as,hostages . . A ,sirong garr~son . 'Yas' thenap7 
pointed, and . thus the fierc~ ' eity o~ Sar:ag?~sa wás ~u~due4 tothe, 
yoke oCihe conqueror. . ' , : , " ., " ' , ' ', .", ' ;. ,," ':' , 
, ' The A.rab generaIs pursue4 their · conquests ev~n ,to , th~Joo~, <l.r 
the " Pyrenees~ rad~ tben ascended 'alorig tb~. coÚrs,é of the' ~~¡'?? ' 
·andcontinued a19ngtheMedit~rraneanco'ast;: s:ubd~ingtbe. f~~~.u~ 
~ity pC,YaJencia, witp iis '¡'ich áfid beauÚfwdo~~i~s~ :~~~ ' ca~r1i~$ 
tbe successof his ,arms even to Denia. , . . ' , ,.:' 
Mu~á: undertook wi~h bIS I bost a wider range of conquest. ' )le 

Overcame 'the cities of Barcelona, Gerona, and :9~~~~S ~h~~ l~y ,on 
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the skirts oC the eastcrn mountains : then crossing into the landof 
the Franks, he captured the city oC N arbonne, in a temple of w hich 
he Cound sevcn equestrian images oC silver, which he brought off 
as trophies ofhis victory (1). Returning into Spain, he scourcdils 
llorthern regions along GaIlicia and the Asturias, passcd triumph':' 
antly through Lusitania, and arrived once more in Andalusia, 
covcred with laurcls, and cnrichcd wHh irnmensc spoils. 

Thus was complctcd the subjugation oC unhappy Spain. AH its 
citics and fortrcsscs, and strongholds, were in the hands.of the 
Saracens, cxcepting sorne oC the wild mountain tracts tha1 bor­
dered the Atlanlic, and extended towards the Dorth. Here, then, 
the story oC tbe conquest might conclude, bul that the infatigable 
chrooicler, Fray Antonio Agapida, ·goes 00 to record the fate 01' 

{hose persons who .. )Vercmo~t renowned in the enterprise. 'Ve 
sball follow his stcps,· and avail . ourselves of bis information, 
laboriously collected from various sources; and truly, the story of 
each of the actors in this great historieal drama bears with it its 
striking moral, and is fuIl ~of admonition and instruction. 

r ... " P.e. M CRAP ER XIII. ambray Genere 
l'cut! bclween thc Arab generats.- They aro surnmoneu lo c11)1)oar bofore Ibe' 

I1T1\ DI RnDP 1 
Caliph at Damascus. - Rcccptioll oC Tarie. . 

The bearl of Muza ben Nozicr was now lincd up, ror he COll­

sidered ·bis glory complete. He held a sway that migbt have grali­
fied lhe ambition of lhe proudest sovereign, for an wesLern Africa 
and tbe newly-acquired pcninsula of Spain wcre obedicnt to his 
rule; and he was renowned lhroughout all the lands oC Islam as the 
grcat conqueror of lhe west. But sudden humiliation awaited ltim 
in the very moment of his highest triumph. . 

Notwilhstanding {he oulward rcconcilialion oC l\'luza and Taric, 
a deep and implacable hostility continued lo exist betwecn thero j 

and eaeh had busy partisans who distracted the armiesby thcir 
feuds. Letlers were incessantly despatchcd to Damascus by citbcr 
party, exalting the meritsof tbcír ·own leader and decrying his 
rival. 'raric was represented as rasb, arbitrary, and prodigaJ , 
and as injuring the discipline of the army, by sometimes trcating 

(1) Conde, p. i. c. 16 • . 
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it W ¡lh extreme rigour, and al olher timcsgiving way to licen­
tiousncss and profusioD. 'lUuza ,was lauded as prudent, sagacious' 
dignified, and systematic in his dealings. The friends ofTaric, o~ 
the olher hand) represented ' him as bravc generous and hirrh-. , , o 
rumded; scrupulous in reserving lo llis sovereign bis rightful sbare 
of the spoils, bul dislributing the rest bounteously among his' 801-

dicrs, and tbus increasingthcir alacrily in the service. "Muza, 
on tbe contrary," said tbey, "is grasping and insatiable : he levies 
intolerable eonlributions, and collects immense treasure, bul 
sweeps it an into bis own coffers." 

The ealiph was at length wearied out by these eomplaints, and 
rearcd that the safety of the cause might be endangered by lhe 
disscnsions of the rival generaIs. He sent lelters, therefore, order­
ing lhem to leave suitabIc persons in charge of their sevcralcom-
mands, arid appear, forthwilh, before him at Damascus. _ 

Suchwas the greeling froro his sovereign that awaited l\'Iuza on 
bis return froro lbe eonquest of nortbern Spain. 

Itwas a grievous bIow to a man oC bis pride and ambilion; bul 
he pre arca instanlly to obey. He returned to Cordova, collecting 
by tbe wayall thc trcasures he had deposited in various pIaces. 

i At lhat city he called a meeting oC bis principal ofliccrs, and of the y Gene'" 'f 

leaders o the faclion of apostate Christians, and made tbema11 do 
homage to his son Abdalasis, as emir or governor of Spain. -He 
gave tbis favourite son much sage advice for t11e regulation ofhis 
conduct, and lcft with him his ncphew Ayub, aman greatIy 
honoured by the l\'IosIems for his wisdum and discretion, exhorting 
Abdalasis to consult hini on aH occasions, and consider him as bis 
bosom counsellor. He made a parting address ·to bis adherents, 
fuIl oC checrful confidence; assuring them ,tbat he would soon 
rcturn, loadcdwith new favours and honours by his sovercigo, 
and enabled to reward them all ror their faithful services. 

'Vhen lVluzasallied forth from Cordova to rcpair to Damascus, 
bis cavalgada appeared like the sumptuous pageaot of sorne Oriental 
polcntate ¡ for he had numerous guards and aUendants splendidly 
armed and arraycd, together with four hundred hostages, who 
Wcre youthful cavaliers oC the noblest faroilies oC the Goths, and a 
grcat number of caplivcs of both sexes, chosen for tbeir beauty, 
and intended as presents Cor the calipb. 1'hEm ' tbere ,,:as a .vast 
,train,ofbcasts of burden, laden with the plunderofSpam; for h~, 
took with him an the wcalth he had collccted in bis conquests, and 

21 
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aH the share that had been sct apart for his: sovcreign. 'Vilh this 
display of trophies and spoils, showing tbe magnificencc of the land 
he had conqucred, he looked forward with confidencc to silencc 
the calumnies of bis roes. 

As.hc traversed thevalley oC the Guadalquivir, he oflen trirncd 
and lookcd back wistfully upon Cordova" and, at the distallcoof a 
league, whcn about to lose sight of it, he chccked his stced upon 
the sunimil of a bill, and gazed for a long time upon its palaces alld 
towers. "O Cordova!" exclaimcd he, "great and glorious 'art 
tholl among cilies, and :\bundantin aH dclights. '\Vith grief and 
sorrow do 1 part Crom thee j for sure 1 am it would give me length 
oC days to abido within tby pIeasant walls!" Whcn he had ultered 
thes~words, say the Arabian chronicles, he résumed bis wayfaring; 
but his eyes werc bentupon the ground, and frequent sighs bcspokc 
the bcaviness of his hcart. 

Embarking al Cadiz,he passed over to Africa wilh an his people 
and effccts to regulate hisgovernment in that country. He di­
vided the command bctween his ,sons Abdclola and Mcruan, leav': 
ing the former in Tangier, and the laUer in Cairvan. Thus 
having secured, 'as he thought, the power and prosperity oC bis 
family, by placing a bis sons as bis licutenants in the country be 
had conquerl!d, he departed for Syria, bcaring ~ith bim the sump-
tuous spoils of the west. ' 

JlJl1TJ\ DI J\nn 1: -Hile l\luza was thus disposillg of bis commands, 'and moving 
cumbrously under the weigbt oC wcalth; the veteran Tarie "as 

.~ : i 

, more speedy and alert in obeying the surnmonsof thecaliph. He 
knew the , importance, where complaints were to be hoard, of 
being first in preseneeof the judge ; beside, he was ever ready to 
march at a moment's warning, and bad nothing to impede him in 
bis movements. The spoils be had made in bis conquests bad 
eHher beeo sharedamong his soldiers, or yielded up to Muza, or 
squandered away witb open-handed profusion. He appeared in , 
Syria witb a small train oC war-worn followcrs, 'and had no other 
trophies to show than his baUered armour, and a body seamcd 
with scars~ He was received, howcver; with rapture by the mul­
titude, who crowded to behold one of those conquerors of the west, 
whose wonderful aehicvements were the tbeme of cvery tonguc. 
They were charmed with bis gaunt and martial air, his hard sun­
burnt features, and bis scalhed cye. "AH hail," cried they, "lO 
the sword of Islam, tbe terror of thc unbelicvcrs! Bchold lhe true 

' .- .-
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model oC a warrior, who despises, gain,and sccks for nought but 
glory!" 

Tarie was graciously received by the caliph, who asked tidings 
oC his victorics. He gave asoldier-like account oC bis actions, 
frank and full, witbout any feigned modesty, yet. wilhout vain 
glory. " Commander oC the faithfuI," said he, "1 b~ing tbce no 
sjIycr, nor goId, nor precious stoncs, norcaptives; lor what spoils 
1 did not sbare wilh mysoldiers 1 gave ui> to 1\'Iuza, as my com· 
mander. ' How ,1 bave conductcd myself the honourable ,war­
riors o(lhy host will teH thce; nay; let our enemies the Chrislians 
be asked ir 1 have cver shown myself cowardly, or cruel, or rapa­
cious." 

"Wbat kind of pcople are these Christians?" demanded the 
caliph. ' 

"The Spaniards," replied Taric, "are lions in tbeir casUcs, 
eagles in their saddles, hut mere wornen 'when on f~t. When 
vanquishcd, theyescape like goats to tbemountains, for tbey need 
not see the ground they tread oo." 
. "A níl teIl me oC the Moors oC Barhary.;' 

.," Thcy ar~ likc ,Arabs inthe fierceness and dexterity oC tbeir 
attacks, and in their knowledge oC the stratagcms 'oC war; they rc­
semble them, too, infcature, in fortitude, and hospitality; hut they 
are the most pcrfidious people UpOD eartli, and ,never regard pro--
mise o~ pligbted faith." . . 

~' And the pcopJe: oC Afrane,~w hat sayest thon of them ?" 
" They ,are infinite innumbe~, ,rapid in tbe onset, fieree in 

haUle, but , confused and headlong in flight." 
" And how fared it with thee among these people? . Did they 

sometimes vanquish thee?" , . 
. ~'Nover, by .Allah!" cried Tarie with honest warmth," never 

did a banncr of mine fly thefield. Tbough the enemy wcre tW'o to 
one, my Moslems never shunned the combat ! ~' , 

The caliph was well pleased with the martial bluntness oC (he 
veteran, and showedhim great honour; and wherever Taric ap~ 
peared he wasthe idol of the populace. 

a y General 
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CHAI'TEH XIV. 

~Ulil ,Ufh'CS al D.,m.,seu~.-lIis intrnicw wilh 1I11~ CaliJ1h.- Tlle TaLle oC 
~olomon.-..\ r¡¡¡orous ~enlcnrl'. 

Shortly af(('r lhe arrival ofTaric el Tuerto al Dal1la~eus Ihe ra­
liph (eH dan~l'rously iII, insumueh lhal his Jire was dcspairctl or. 
lJuring his iJlncss lidings ,,"ere brought tha! l)Iuza bcn Nozicr had 
l'ntcrcd Syria wilh a ,-asl (·a ... alcadc, bcaring all the riches an" 
trophies gaiued in the wl'slcrn cOIl'lucsls. 1\ow Sulciman bcn 
Abddml'1cc, brolhef to lhe caliph, was succcssor to lhe lhrolll'j 
and he saw thal his brother had nollong lo liYc, amI wishcd to 
grace lhe cummcncement of his rcign by lhis lriumphanl display of 
lhe spoils uf Chrislcndom. He · 5('11 ( messcngers, thcreforc, lo 
MUZ41, saying. " The caliph is iII, ami cannol rcceive thre al prc­
sent; 1 pray thce larry UII lhe road until his rccovcry." l\luza. 
huwc'icr, raid no atlcnliunl0 the llleS&1grs of Suleimau, but r¡llhel' 

....... _-__ hasll'llcd his marfh, lu arri\'c he rore lhe dcalh uf lhe calijlh. .:\no 

Junu\ nI l\n 

Sulciman lrcasurcll up his cunduct in his hcart. 
~Iuza cnlcrcd lhe eHy in a li.ind of lriulllpb, wilh a lung (raiJl uf 

horses and mul'Cs and ramcls laden ",il 1 lrcasure, and ,,"ilh Illl' 

four humlred SUllS of G lhie obll's as bos ages, c¿}ch dccoraled 
witl él diadcm and él girdlc of guhl ; and ,,"Hh one hundred Ch¡js­
,Ian da llscls, whose bcauty dazzlcd all bcholders. .As he p..155CO 

lhrough (he strects he ordercd purscs of gold lo be thrown amon; 
the populacc, who rcnl lhe air with acclamations. '" BehoId;' 
cried they, '" lhe ycrilable conqucl'or of the unbelieHrs! Ee­
ho~d the true múd~l of a conqucror, ,,'ho brings horne wcalth 
lo his country ! " AmI tíley hcaped benedictioos on lhe head of 
l'Iuza. 

The caliph "'alid Almanzol' rose frolll his cOllch of ilIncss (o re· 
ceivc (he emir, "ho, when be rcpaircd lo lhe palace, fillcd one of 
ils grcal courts wilb lrrasures of all kinds : lhe haUs, too, were 
throngcd wilh lhe YOUlhful hoslages, magnifieently allircd, and 
with Christian damsels, 10lelv as lhe houris of Paradisc. When 
lhe caliph dcmandcd an acco~nt of lhe conqucst of Spain, he gan~ 
jt wilh great cloquencc; bUl, in describing lhcyariuus ,-ictoric!". 
he madc no lllculion of fhe name of Tarie, bul spokc as ir c\Tr~' 
¡biug hall b(,(,1l t'ITccted h~' himsc)f. He Ihen prc~cntl'd lhe ~IHlil~ 
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uf Ihe f.hri!'lians as ir lher hall l)('('(I :\11 take'n ti" Itis tlWIl IItlIUI,· 
and when Iw d('liH'rcd lo -thl~ faliph tlt(· miraru\;JUs Cahlf' uf SOJH~ 
Dlon, he clwclt wilh animalion on lhe yirtm's nf lhal ilH'stirnahln 
taJisman. 

Upon (his, Tarie, who "·:15 prrsrnf, could 110 lon~cr hold his 
peace. "Commandcr of the faithrul ! " Mid he, "cl:1minr lhi~ pre-
cious tabJe, ir any p.1rt he "'anlin~"" Thc raliph ('I:1minc'd tilO '1 
tahJe, which was composed of a sint!Je r.rncrald, and Ill~ round lhal I 
one rool was supplied by a foot of glJId. The' caliph turnrd tu ~\lula 
and said, "'n1C~re is lhe othcr fool of (he tahlc~" ~IUla all,>werf'd, 
" 1 know nol; one rool was wanting "IH'n it eame inlo m)' hall1ls." 
t'pon this, Tarje drew from b('fl('ath his rohe a rOHt u( ('nlf'rald of 
Jike workmanship to lhe olhrr~, and 'itlin:r (l~:lctly lo tlt(~ tahl(~ . 
H Behuld, O rommandC'r of the faithful ! " c-ried he, U:l proof (I( thn 
re:tl (jnder of (he (:¡bIe i and so is jt ",ilr. (lu' ~rralC'r p:lrl of Illl' 
spoils e~hihil('d hy !HUIA1 as lrophirs of his ;whi('yrmrnfs. JI w~s 
I who gaincd fhem, and ",110 eaptun'¡J ltw cilirs in whith fh,,} 
w('re foum.l. If you '".'Clnt pronf, d.'m:mcl oC (!u'se Chri~ ti:HI (,;I\'a-
Jirrs here prcSf'nt, mosl of whnm 1 ('apturrd ; dPflland (lf tho .. ,' 
1\Joslem n-arriors who aiclerl me in nn' h;¡lI!l's. ,. 

, 1 MUla was confoundrd for a mC)m{,;lt ~ hut altrmpl('d In ,·iru!i.'alc' ra y Generall 
himsrlr. '~I spake:' said he, "as (he chi(lf oC ~'our armi('!', und(·r 
whose ord{'rs and hanners lhis fonquf'sl "'<lS ;whicH"1. 1'h(' ¡frtiflllS 

of lhe solcJi r are lhe actions oC lhe comm:mdrr. In il ~rf';lt \ ' jc-

Inry, it is not supposcd that lhe chir.f of lhe army takrs all thf' cap-
ti\"es, or kilts aUlhe slain, or f!alhr.rs all thp hool)", lhough aH arn 
~numcralcd in lhe rrcords of his lriumph." Thc caliph, howm"'r, 
Was wrolh, ó:md hcc¡JPll not his words . "Iou han yauntrd Jour 
own desrrl," said he, •• and have forgoltcn lhe d('srrls of olflf'rs ; 
nay, you have sought lo d('ba~ :lnollH,'r who has JO~'illly sprw,1 
his soYerei~n : lhe rcward of "our enn' ami con!lou!'nrss he upon 
your head"'!" So saying, hc~ h~low('d él great p:lrl of lhe !'po¡J,¡ 
upon Tarie and (he olher chiers. hu( ga\'(~ nothing (o Muza i .lIul 
(he YCleran retired amidst the sncers and murmurs of thosr pr~r.nt. 

In a few days lhe Caliph Walid dicd, and was succccd('<I by his 
hrother Suleiman. The ne,," sO"errign chcrishcd tlrrp rrscnlmenl 
against l\luza fur ha\"ing prescnled himsdf al coarl conlrary lo hi5 
('OJllmanrl, amI he lislened rea¡}ily lo lIle-calumnies of his ('nemit'_li, 
rol' MUla had been too iIIuslrious in his deeds nol lo h:l"c many 
r'ocmips. A 11 no,," took I'Qurng(' ""hen thc:,- (ound he W:1" OH t uf 
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favour, and they heaped slanders on bis head; charging hlm with 
embezzling much orthe share of the booty belonging tothe 
sovereign. ,1'he new caliph Ient a willing , earto the accusa­
tion, and cornmanded him to render up a11 that he had pilIaged 
froID Spain.. Tl.le 10ss. of his riches might have becn borne with 
fortitude by Muza, but the sUgma upon his fame filled bisheart 
with bitterness. "1 bave been á faithful servant to the throne from 

. my youth upwards," said be, "ami now am 1 degraded in my old 
age. 1 care nqt Cor wealth, 1 care not for life, but let me not be 
deprived oC that honour wbich God bas bestowed upon me ! " 

The caliph was stillmoreexasperated at bis repining, and stripped' 
·him oC his commands, confiscated JIis effects, fined him two hun­
dred tbousand pesants oC . g9ld, and 'ordered tbat he sbould be 
scourged and exposed 10 th~ noontide sun, and afterwards thrown 

. into prison (1). Tbepopulace, also, reviled and scorfed at him in 
.. his misery; and as tbey behcld him led forth tó thcpublic gazc, and 
fainting in the sun, they pointed at him witb derision, and ex­
claimed-" Bchold the envious man ,and tbe impostor :' this is he 
who pretended to have ~onquered lhe land of the unbelievers ! " 

. P.C. MOl CHAPTER ,xv. lambra, y Gener 
e . . 

Conduct or Abdalasls as Emir or Spain. 

JUl1TR DI J\l1 '1\ ' 
While these events were happening in Syria, the youthful Abda-

Jasis, the son ofMuza, remained as emir or governor of Spain . . He 
wasof a generous and benignant disposition, but he was open and 
confiding, and easily led away. by the opinions of those be lo'\'ed. 
Fortunately bis falher had left with him, as a bosom counsellor, the 
discreetAyub, the nephew ofl'Iuza; aidedby his advice, he ror sorne 
time adininistered the public atTairs prudently andprospcrously. 

N ot long aftcr the departure of his father, . he receivcd a Ictter 
from him, written while on his journey toSyria; it was to tbe 
following purport : -

"'Beloved son; honour oC thy lineage; . Allah guard tbce fro~ 
a1l harm'and peril! Listen to the words of thy falher. AfOld 

all treachery, though it should promise great advantagc; and trust 
not in him who coUnse]s it; even though he sbould be a brotbCr. 

(1) Cond~, p.l.c. n. 
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r.flIe compnny of traitors put far froro thee; for how canst thou be 
certain that he who, has proved false to others will prove true to 
thee? Beware, O my son, of the seductions oflove. It i8 an idIe 
passion, which enfeeblcs tbe heart, and blinds the judgment dt 
r~nders the mighty weak, and makcs sIaves of princes. Ir thou 
shouldst ¡discov(}r any foible of a vicious kind springing up in thy 
nature, pluck it fortb, whatever pang it cost thee. Evcry error, 
while new, may easily be weeded out; but ir suffered to take root, 
it flourishes, and bcars seed, . and produces fruit an hundred fold. 
Follow these counsels, O son of my affcctions, and thou shalt Uve 
secure.~' . ' 

Abdalasis meditated upon this lcUer, ror sorne part of it seemed 
to contain a mystcry whicb he could not comprehcnd; He callcd to 
. ~im bis cousin and counsellor, the discrect Ayub. " What means 
my falber ," said he, "in cautioning me against treachcry -and 

. trcason? Doesbe think my nature so base that it could descend 
to such means?" 

Ayub read the letter attentively. " Thy father ," said he, 
4' would put thce on thy guard against the traitors Julian and 
Oppas, and tose of thcir party who surround lhec. 'Vhat love 
canst · lh u expee from men who have be en unnalural to their 
K1ndred; alld hat loyalty ffom wrelches who have betrayed f Generalife 
thcir c0unlry?" .. í . 

Abdalasis w~ satisfiedwith the intcrpretation, and he acted ae-
Jo eording.Ili· DlIe la long loatbcd an communion with these mcn; 

Cor there is nothing which the open ingenuous ualure s.o much 
abhors asduplicity and tr~ason. Policy, too, no longer required 
thcir agency; they bad rendered their infamous service, and had 
no longer a country to betray : but they might turn and bolray 
their employcrs. Abdalasis, therefore, removed them to a distance 
from his court, and plaeed tbem in situations where they eould do 
no harm; and he warned bis eornmanders from bcing in any wisc 
inOuenccd by thcir counsels, or aidcd by lheir arms. '. 

He now confidcd cntircly in his Arabian troops, alld in tho 
l\'Ioorish squadrons from Arriea, and with tbeir aid 11e completed 
the eonquest of Lusitania to tbe ultimate parts oC the AIgarbe, or 
wcst, evento the shorcs of the greatOcean sea (1). From hence, 

(1) AIgarbe, or AIgarbia, . in.Arabic signifies the west, as Axarkia is the e3st, AJf?fj~ 
the north, and AlJuibla the south. Thi!l wiJI serve to e"plaín sorne or lh!.' ~t'ograp Hea 
llamc~ on the península wbich are oC Arabian ori!(in. 
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he sent his generals to overrun alllhosevast and rugged sierras, 
which rise like ramparts along tbe ocean borders oC the península; 
and they carried the standard oC Islam in triumph even to the 
mountains oC Biscay , collecling all manner oC precious spoil. 

"It is not enough, O Abdalasis," said Ayub, " that we conquer 
and rule this country with the sword. Ir we wish our dominion 
to be secure, we must cultivate the arts oC peace, and study to 
secure lhe confidence and promote the welfare oC lhe people we 
bave conquered."Abdalasis relished a counse) which accorded so 
well with his own beneficent natore. He endeavoured, therefore, 
to a11ay the ferment and confusion oC the conquest; forI)ade, under 
rigorous punishment, aH wanton spoil or oppression, and protect­
ed the native inhabitants in the cnjoyrnent and cultivation oC thcir 
lauds, and the pursuit of all usefuloccupations . . By the advice oí 
Ayubalso, he encouraged great numbers of industrious Moors and 
Arabs lo emigrate from Africa,and gave them houses and lands; 
thus introducing a peacerul lUahornetan population into the con-
quered provinces. . 

The good effect oC the counsels' of Ayub were soon apparcnl. 
Inslead oC a sudden but transíent influx oC wealth, made by the 
uin orthe land, which left the counlrydcsolate,-a regular and 

permanent revenue sprang up., produced by reviving prosperity, 
alld gathered without violence. Abdalasis ordered it to be faHh­
fu11y collected,! deposited in' coffers by public officers appointcdin 
each pr.ovince for the purpose; and the whole was sent by ten 
dcputies. to Damascus, to be laid at lhe feet oC lhe caliph,-not as 
the· ils oC a vanquished country, bul as the peaceful trophies of 
a wisely-administercd governulent. 

The cornmon herd of warlike adventurers, the mere men oC the 
sword, who had lhronged to Spain for the purpose of ravage ami 
rapine, were disappointed al being tllUS checked in their carccr, 
and at seeing the reign ofterror andviolence drawing io a close. 
" 'Vhat manner of leader is this," said they, "who forbids us to 
make spoil of the cnemies of Islam, and to enjoy the land we have 
wrested from the unbelicyers?" The partisans of Julian also 
whispered their calumnies. "Behold':' said they, "with what 
kindness he treats the enemies oC your faith : aH the Christians who 
have borne arms against you, and withstood yOUl' entrance ioto 
t.he land, are favoured alld protected; but it is enough for a Chris~ 
ti:lU to have hefricnded lhe ,canse of thel\Ioslems to be singled out 
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by Abdalasis for pr.rsecution,amt lo be driyen with scorn from his 
prcsence. n 

These insinuations fermented the discontent oC the turbulent 
and rapacious among tbe Moslems; but all tbe friends oC peace and 

.order and goodgovernment applauded the moderalion oC the youtb. 
fuI emir-o t 

CHAPTER XVI. 

Loves oC Abdal.1sis and Exilona. 

Abdalasis had fixed his seat of government al Seville, as per­
mitting easy 'and frequent communieations witb the coast of Arriea. 
His palace was of noble architecture, with delightful gardens ex­
lending to the banksof the Guadalquivir. In a part of this palace 
resided many of the most beauliful Christian females, who were 
dctaincd as captives,or rather bostáges, to ensure fhe tranquillity 
nt'thecountry. Those who were of noble rank were entertained 
in luxury and magnificence; slavcs wcrc appointed to atteml upon 
ihem, and they were arrayed in the richest apparcl and decorated 
with tbe most precious jeweIs. Those of tender age were taught 
all gracefuI accompIishments; and evcn wbere taskswere imposcd, y Generalife 
they were of the filost cIegant and agreeabIe kind. They em~ 
broidercd, they sang, they danced, and passed their timeio pleas-
ing revelry. l\iany were lulled by this casy and voluptuous 
existence; the scenes oC horror through which they had passcd 
were gradually efTaced from their miods, and a desire was often 
awakcned oC rcndering themselves pIeasing in the eyes of their 
conquerors . . 

After his return from bis campaign in Lusitania, and during fiJe 
intervals of public dl{ty, Abdalasis solaced himself in tll(~ repose oC 
this palace, and in the socj(~ty of these Christian ·,captives. . He re": 
markcd one among them who ever sat apart, and neither joined in 
tbe labours nor sports of her companions. She was lofty in her 
dcmeanour, and the others always paid her reverence; yet sorrow 
had given a softness to her cbarms, and rendered her bcauty 
touching to the hcart. Abdalasis found her one day in the garden 
wilh her companions: they 'bad adorned tbeir heads with flowers, 
and were sinO'inO' the sonO's of tbeir country ,. but shc sat by hersele 

~ o t) 

anll wepi. . The youthful emir was moved · by her tears, and nc .... 
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costed her in gentle aeeents. "O rairest of women!" said he, 
" wby dost thou weep, and why is lhy heart troubled?" "Alas!" 
replied she, "" have I not cause to weep, secing how sad is my 
condition, and how great the height froIn which 1 have fallen? In 
me you behold the wretched Exilona, but ]ately the wife of Rode­
rick, and the Queen of Spain, now a captive and a slave!" And, 
having said these words, she cast her eyes upon the earth, and hor 
tears began to 110w afresh. 

The generous Ceelings of Abdalasis were aroused at the sight oC 
beauty and royalty in tears.· He gave orders that Exi~ona should 
be entertained in a style befiUing her former rank ;hc appointed a 
train of female aUendants to wait upon her, and a guard oC honour 
to proteet her froID aH intrusion. AH the time tbat he could spare 
from public concerns was passed in her socicty; and he even neg­
lecled his divan, and sufTered his counsellors to attend in vain, 
wbilc he lingercd in the apartments and gardens of the pala ce, 
Ijst~ning to the voice of Exilona. 

Thc discreet Ayub saw the danger into whicb he was falling. 
----...- " Oh Abdalasis!" said he, "remember the words oC thy falher. 

, Beware, my son,' said he, 'oC lhe seductions of love. It renders 
the míghty weak, and makes slaves oC princes! '" A blush kindled 
on tho cheek oC Abdalasis, and be :was silent ro~ a moment. 
"'Vhy," saidhe, atlength," do you seekt~ charge me with such 
weakness? IUsone thing to be infatuated by the charms oC a 

JUNTR DI J\ iWoman, and another to be touched by bor misfortunes. It is the 
duty of pIy station to console a princcss who has been reduced to 
the 10",est bumiliation by the triumphs oC our arms. In doing so, 
1 do bul listen to the dictatcs of true "magnanimity." . 

Ay~lb was silcnt, but bis browwas clouded; and for once Abda­
lasis parted in discontent from his counsellor. In proportion as 
he was dissatisfied with otbers or with himsclf, he sought the so· 
ciety of Exilona; for there was a charm in her convcrsation tha! 
~anishcd every care. He daily became more and more enamourcd; 
and Exilona graduaUy cea sed to weep, and began to listen with se­
cret pleasure to the words oC bcr Arab lover. Whcn, howevcr, 
be sougbt to urge bis passion, she rccollccted the light estimation 
in which her sex was hcld by tho followers oC Mahomet, and as­
sumcd a countenanee grave and severe. 
. "Fortune," said sbe, "bas cast me at tby Ceet : bebold 1 am thy 
captivc and thy spoil. But tbough my person is in thy power, my 

\ 
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sonl is unsubdued ; and know that, should 1 lack force to defend 
rny honour, 1 have rcsolution to wash out aH stain upon it with 
rny blood. 1 trust, however, in thy courtesy as a cavalier tó re­
spect me in my reverscs, remcmbering what 1 bave been ; and that, 
thou~h the crOwn has been wrestcd from my brow, the royal 

. blood stiU warms within my veins (1)." . 

The lofty spirit of Exilona, and her proud repulse, served but 
to increase the passion of Abdalasis. He besought her to unite ber 
destiny with his, and share bis state and power, promising tbat 
sbe shonld have no rival nor co-partner in bis heart. 'Vhatever 
scrupIes the captive queen might originally have feH to a union 
with one of the conquerors 6fher lord, and an enemyofher adopted 
faith, they were casily vanquished; and she became the bride of 
AbdaIasis. He wonId fain have persuadcd her · to return to the faith 
ofher fathers; but though of lUoorish origin, and brought up in the 
doctrines of Islam, she was toothorough a conyert to Christianity 
to consent, and looked back with disgust upon a religion that ad­
Ínitted a plurality of wivcs. 

When the sage Ayub heard of the resolution of ' ~bdalasis to 
. ~spouse Exilona, bewas in despair. "Alas, my cousin !" said he, 
~'what "infatuation possesses thee? Hast tho~ then entircly; ror~ 
gotten the letter of thy falher? 'Beware, my son,' said he, 'of ove: 

- it i8 an idIe passion, wbich enfeebles the heart and b inds the judg-
ment.'" But Abdalasis interruptcd him with impatience. " My 
father ," said be, " spake but of the blandishmcnts of wanton love ; 
against these 1 ~m secured by my yirtuous passion for Exilona." 

Ayub would fain have impressed upon him the dangers he ral1 
of awal\Cning suspicion in . the caliph, and discontent among the 
Mo!'¡e:ms, by wcdding the que(m of lhe conquered Rodcrick, and 
one who was an cnerny to the religionof 1\Iahomet ; hut the youth~ 
fullover only listened lo bis passion. Their nuptials were cele­
bratéd at Seville with great pomp and rejoicings, and he gaye his 
"bride t~e name of Omalisam j that is to say, she of the precious 
jewels (2) ; but she continucd to be known among the Christians by 
the Dame 'of Enlona. 

(1) Faxardo, Corona GOlhica, l. i. p. 492. Joan.Mar. ¡le Reb. Hisp. J.~i. C. 27. 
(2) Conde, p. i, o. 1'7. - " . , - '. . ", . 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Fal.e or Abdalasls and Exilona.-Dcalh of ,Muza. 

Possession, iustead oC cooling tbe passion oC Abdalasis, only 
added' to its force; he bccamc blindly enamoured oC his beautiful 
bride, and consulted ber will in all things; nay, ' having lost aH 
relisb for the advice of tbe discrcet Ayub, he was evén guidcd by 
the counsels.of bis wif~ in tbe alTairs of govcrnrnent. Exilona, 
unforlunately, had once becn a qucen, and she could not remember . 
her rcgal glories ",Hhout rcgret. She saw that Abdalasis had 
great power in tbe land; grrater even than bad been possessed by 
the Gothic kings; but she eonsidered it as wanling in true splcn­
dour until bis brows sllould be encircled with tbe outward badge 
oC royalty. Oue da y, wben they were alone ' in the palace oC 
Seville, and lhe heart of Abdalasis was given up to tenderness, slle 
addressed him in fond yet timid aeeents . . "\Vill not my lord be 
offended/' said sbe, "if 1 make an unwelcome request?" Abdalasis 
regarded.her ,,'ith asrnile. "'Vhat canst thou ask of me, Exilona,"' 
s3id be, H that it. would not be a bappiness ror Ille to grant?" ~ 
Thon Exilona produced a r.rown of gold, sparkling with jeweIs, 
which had bclonged lo lhe king, Don Roderick~ and said, " Behold, 
thou ar king in authority, beso in thy outward sta te. Tbcre is 
rn~jesty and glory in a erown; it gives a sanctity to power." Then 
puUing fhe erown upon his head, she held a mirror before bjm 
that he migbt behold themajesty ofhis appearance. Abdalasis chid 
her fondly, and put the crown away from him; bu! Exilona per· 
sislcd in her prayer. "Ncyer," said shc, "has thcre becn a king 
in Spain that did no! wear a erown." So Abdalasis sufTered him­
self to be beguiled by the blandishments of his ~jfe, . and to be in­
vested with the crown and sceptre and olber signs of royalty (1) • . 

1t is .atIirmed by ancient and discreet cbroniclers, tbat Abda]asis 
only assumed this royal state in the priyacy oC bis pala ce, and to 
gratify the eye oC his youthful bride ; bul ~here 'Was a secret cver . 
confined within the walls of a palace? The assumption of the 
insignia of the aneient Gothic kings was soon rumoured about, and 

(1) Cron. Gen. de Alonzo el. Sahio, p. 3. Joan¡ Mar. de R.eb. IIisp. m,. vi. e. 21/ 
r.~Jld(l. p.).',ClI(Í, ,o, 
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caused the most ,iolent suspiciolls. The l\10slcms had · already 
fclt jealous of the asccndancy oC this beautil'ul woman; and it was 
now confidently asserled that Abdalasis, won by ber persuasions, 
had secretly turncd Christian. . 

'fhe cnemics oC AbdaIasis, those whose rapacious spirits ha<f 
been kept in check by the beneficence of his rule, seized upon tbis 
occasion to ruin bim. . They sent letters to Damascus accuSing 
bim oC apostacy, and of an intention to seize upon the throne in 
right oC his wiCc, Exilona, as widow oC the late King Roderick~ 
Il was addcd, tha! thc Christians were prepared to flockto 'his 
standard, as the only means of regaining ascendancy in their 
counlry. 

Thcsc. accusalions arrived at Damascos just a~tcr theaccession 
oC lhe. sallguin.ary Suleiman lo the throne, and in tbe heigbt oC bis 
perscculion oC lbe unrortunate 1Uuza. The caliph waited for no 
proofs in confirmation; he irnmediately sent prívate orders that 
Abdalasis should be pul to dealh, alld lhat the same fate should be 
dealt to his .two brolhers who governed in Africa, as asure means 
oC crushi'ng tbe conspiracy of thisambilious family. . . 
. The manda e for lhe death 01' Abdalasiswas sent to Abhilbar ben 
Obeidab and Zeyd ben Nabcgat, . bolh oC whom lIad be en cherished 
fricllds of l\Iuza, alld had lived in inlimatc favour and compa 4 Generalife I 
nionship with his son. . When they rcad the fatal parcbment, the 
scroll fell from their trembling hands. "Can such hoslility exist 
against the famil ofl\Iuza?~' cxclaimed lhey. "Is tbis the reward 
ror such great and glorious serviccs?" The cavaliers remained 
forsome time plunged in horror and consternation. The order, 
hOWeyef,WaS absolute, and lcft them no discrelion. " Allah is 
grcat,". said thcy, "and commands usto obcy our sovereign/' So 
thcy pr~pared to exccute the blqody mandate with the blind fidelity 
oC l\Ioslcms. 

lt was nccessary to proceed with caution. . The open and mag-" 
nanimous characlcr oC Abdalasis hadwon the hearls oC a great 
part .of the soldiery, and his magnificence pleased tbe · c'avaliers 
,vilo formed his·guard : it was reared, thercfore,' that a ~anguinary 
opposition would be made to . any attempt opon " bis persono The 
rabble, howcver, had becn cmbiltcred against hini from bis havi~g 
restrained lheir depredalions, and bccause tbey thought bim an 
apostate in his heart, sccreUy bcnl llI)on betraying them • to . tbe 
Chrislialls. " 'hile, tbcrcfore, the two ofllcers Diade vigilantdis-
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positions to . check any . movement on tbe part oC the soldiery, they 
Jet 100se the blind fury of the populace, by publishing the fatal 
mandato. Ina moment the cUy was in a ferment, and tbere was 
a ferocious emulalion who should be first to execute the orders oC 
the caliph. :. . 

Abdalasis was at this time at a palacc in tbe country nol far from 
Seville, commanding a delightful vicw of the fertiJe plain of the 
Guadalquivir. HiLher he was accuslomed to retire from the 
tnmult of the court, and to pass his time ambng gro ves and foun­
tains, and the sweet repose of gardens, in tbe society of Exilona. 
It was the dawn oC day, tbe hour of carly pr~yer, when the furious 
populace arrived al tbis relreat. Abdalasis was offering uphis 
orisons in a small mosque which hehad erected for the use oC the 
neighbouring peasantry. . Exilona was in a chapel in the interior oC 
the palacc, where her confessor, a holy friar, was performing mass. 
They were both surprised at their devotions, and . draggcd forth by 
the hands oC the rabble. A fcw guards, who aUended ai the 
I)alacc, would have made defence; bul theywere overaw~d by the 
sight ofthe writ~en mandate oC the calipb. 

The captives were borne in triumph to Seville. All the benefi­
cent virtues oC Abdalasjs ",ere forgotten; nor had the charms .oC 
Exilona any effect in soften"ing the hearts oC the populace. Tha 
brutal eagerness to shed blood, . which seems inherent in human 
nalure, was awakened j and woe to the victims.when that eager­
lless is quickened by religious hate! The illustrious couple, 
adorned with aH lhe graces oC youth and beauty, were hurried to 
a scaffold in the great square of Seville, and tbere beheaded, amidsl 
the shouts and cxecrations oC an infaluated mullitude. Their 
bodies were left exposed upon the ground, and would have been 
devoured by dogs, had they not been gathered al Dight by sorne 
friendly hand, and poorly interred in one of the courts of their late 
dwelling. . 
.. Thus terminated the loves and lives oC Abdalasis and Exilona, in 

the year oC the IncarnatioD seven hundred and fourteen. Their 
names were held sacred as martyrs to the Christian faith; but 
many read in thcir untimely fate a lcsson against ambition and vain 
glory, having sacrificed J:~al power and substantial rule to tbe 
gliHering baublc oC a crown. 

The bcad oC Abdalasis was embalmed, and cnclosed in a casket, 
and sen! to Syria lo the cruel Suleiman. Thc mcsscnger who boro 

7 
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it ovcrtooktbe caliph as he was pcrforming-a pilgrimage tol\Iúcca. 
l\'Iuza was among the courtiers in his train, having becn released 
froID prison. On opening the casket; and rcgarding its contents, 
the eyes ofthe tyrant sparkIed with malignant satisfaction. Calling 
tbe unhappy father to bis sido : ~'l\luza," said be, "dost tholl know 
tbis head?" The veteran recognised tbe features of his beloved 
son, and turned his face away wilh anguish. "Yes! well do l ' 
know it," replied he; "and may the curse of God ligbt upon him 
who has dcstroycd a bctter fian than hiinselt" , 

\Vilhout add'ing another word, he retited to l\lourit Deran, a 
prcy to devouring melancholy. He shortly after received tidings 
óflhe death of his t\Vo sons, whom he had left in the government of 
Wcstern Arrica, and who had fallen victims to the jeaIous suspi;' 
cions oC tbe caliph. His adva~ced -age was not proof against these 
repcated blows, and tbis uUer ruin oC bis late prosperous family; 
and he sank into his grave, sorrowing and broken-hearled. 

Such was the lamentableendof tbe conqueror oC Spairi; whose' 
great achievements were not sufficient to atone, in the eye oC his 
sovereign, Cor a weakness to which all men ambitious of renown 
are ubject, and whose triumphs eventualIy brotight persccution 
upon himself, and untimely dealb upon his children. ~ 

-, ' j _ 1 : ~ ,amDra y GeneraUle 
Rere ends the legend oC tbe Subjugation 01' Spnin~ URA ·-
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COUNT JULIAN AND BIS FAJ\llLY. 

In the prcccuing legellds is darkly shauoweu out a lrue slory 01' 
the ,,"oes of Spain. Il is a story full of wholcsome athnonilioll, re­
bulí.Íug the insolcnce of human priue, and the vallíl)' ofhuman am­
bilion, anu showillg the futility of aH grcalncss that is uol slrong]y 
based on virtue. 'Ve haye secn, in bríef space of time, most of lhe 
actors in this historie drama disappcaring, one by one, from the 
sccnc, and going down, conqucror alld conqucred, to gl~omy anu 
ullhonoured gra"es. lt rcmains to close this evclllfuI history, 
by holding up as a signal warning the fate of lhe lraitor, whose 
pcrfiuious schclUe of ,'cngeallce brought ruin on bis native land. 

lUany ami various are the accounls gi"en in ancienl chioniclcs 
....... _-__ of lhe fortunes of Count julian anu his fumily; and roan)' are the 

tradilions on the subje«l slill extant among tbe popul~e ofr Spain, 
aud perpeluated in lllOse counllcss ballads sung by pcasanls and 
mulcleers, which sprcad a singular charm O\'er lhe whole of lhis 
romau tic land. 

le who has travellcd in Spain in the true way in which the 
Coulltry ought to be lra"ellcd, sojourning in its remole pro,'illces, 
rambling among the rugged demes aou sccluded yallcys oC its 
mountains, and making himscJf familiar with the pcople in their 
out-of-lhc-way lmmlels, and rarely-yisited ncighbourhoods, will 
remcmbcr many a group of trayclters and mulcteers, gathcrcd of 
ao eyening around the <.loor or the spacious hearth of a mountain 
venta, wrappcd in their brown c1oaks, and listcning wilh grayc and 
profound attcntion lo lhe long historie ballad of some rustie trou­
badour, eilhcr rccitcd wilh the trueore rotundo and modulated ca­
dences of Spanish elocution, or chanled to the tinkling of a guitar. 
In this way, he IDay hayc hcard the dolcflll end oC Count J ulian ami 
bis famiJy rccountcd in traditionary rhymes, that haye bcen hanucd 
down froID gcneration to generation. The particulars, howcvcr, 
of the following wild legend are chieny galhercd froID the writiDgs 
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of lhe pseudo 1\Joor, Uasís. How far lhe)' may be safely taken as 
hislorie fncts, it is impossihlc now to ascerlain; we musl conteot 
oursclvcs, therefore, wilh thcir answering to the exactions of poelic 
juslice. 

As yet eYcl'y lhing liad prospcred "'Hh Counl Julian. He liad 
gralified his Yengcance; he had been successful in his lreason, amI 
had acquired countless riches from the ruin of his counlry. Bul it 
is not outward succcss thal constitut<.'s prospcrily. Thc tree flou­
rishcs with fruil and foliage while blastcd aud wilhcring al the 
llcart. 'Vhcrc\'er he wcnt, Counl Julian rcad halrcd in e\'cryeye. 
The Chrislians cursrd him as lhe cause of an their woe; the 1\Ios­
leros dcspised and dislrustcd hirn as a traitor. 1\Ien whispcrcd to­
gether as he approached, am} thcn lurncd away in scorn ; and mo­
thers snalchcd away thcir children wilh horror if be ofTered to 
caress thcm. He wilhcrcd under lhe cxccration of his fcllow-mcn ; 
and last, and worst of aH, he began to loathc himsclf. He tricd in 
,"ain to persuade bimself thal he hall but takcn a juslHiabJe ven­
gcance : be feH that no Ilcrsonal wrong can justify Ihe crime of 
trcasoll to one's counlry. 

For a time, he suught in luxurious indulgentc to sOOlht', or 
forgct, the miscrit's of the mim1. 11(' asscmblcd round bim c\'cry 
plcasure and gralilication tbal boundless wcalth could purchase; 
hut a11 in vain. He had no rclish for lhe dainlies or his board; 
music had no charm wherewilh tolull his suul, and rcm(lrse droyc 
slumbcr from his pillow. He sent lo ecuta fur his wife Frandina, 
his daughtcr Florino", and his youthful son Alarbot; hoping, in 
the bosom of his fami1y, to find that sympathy ami kindness which 
he couId no longcr meel wilh in the ,,"orld. Thcir prescnce, how­
eyer, l.Jrought him no allc,·iation. Florinda, lhe daughter oC 11jS 

heart, Cor ,,,hosc sakc he had ulldcrtaken this signal Yengcancc, 
was sinking a yictim lo its cITccls. ,,'hcrcn~r she weol, she found 
bcrsclf a by-word of sll3111e and reproach. Tlle outragc she had 
sufJcrcd was impulcd to hcr as wanlonncss, and bcr calamHy was 
magnificd inlo a crimc. The Christian s never menlioned ber name 
without a curse, alld lhe Jloslems, the gainers by lIcr misforlune, 
spake of hcr on!y by lhe appellation of Cuya, lhe vilcsl cpithet they . 
could apply lo woman. . 

But the opprobrium of the world was l10tbiug to the uphraiding 
of her own beart. Sllc charged hcrself with an lhe miseries of 
these disaslrous wal's; the deaths of so many gé'\llant ca"aliers ; lhe 

~ y Generalife 
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eonquest and perdition oC her country. The anguish ÓC her IDind 
.preyed upon tbebeauty of ber persono Her eye, once soft and 
tender in its expression, became wild and baggard; ber eheek lost 
its bloom, and became bollow and pallid; and at times tbere ' was. 
desperationin her 'Words. ,'Vhen her fatber 'sougbt to embrace 
ber, ~he . wilhd~w-w~lb shuddering from bis arms; for she tbougbt 
oC -bis t.reason, and tbe ruin it bad "brought upon · Spain. Her 
,vrelcllCdncss jncreased after her return io ber native country, 
until itrose to a degree of frenzy.One day, when she was walk­
ingwilh her parents in the garden oC· tbeir palace, she entered a 
towe~, and" baving barred the door, ascended to tbe battlements. 
lf'rom {bence she eallcd to them in piercing accents, expressive oC 
hcr insupportable anguish and desperate determination. "Let this 
ci.ty," said she, "be hencefortb called l\'1alacea, ·in memorial ortbe 
mostwretched of women, wbo tberein put an end :to ber days." 
So saying, slle threw herscIf hcadlong from tbe , ·to";cr, and was 
dashed to pieces. , The city, adds tbe ancient chronider, reecivcd 
the .name tbus given it, though afterwardssoftened to IHa1aga, 
which it still retains, in memory oC the tragical endof Florinda . 
. T~e ' Countess Frandina abandoned this scene ot woe, and re­
turned to Ceuta, accompanied by her infant son. She took with 
her tbe remainsof ber unCortunate daughter, and gavethem ho. 
nourable sepulturc in a mausoleul}1 of the chapel belonging to tbe 
citadel. Count Julian" dcpartcd ' for Carlhagena? where he re-
~ained plunged.in horror at this doleful event. 

About tbis time, the cruel SOleiman, having destroyed the fa­
mily ofl\fuza, had sent an Arab general, name~ Alahor, to succeed 
Abdalasis as emir or governor of Spain. The new emir was of a 
cruel and suspicious nature" and commeneed bis sway witb a stern 
scverity tha! Soon made tbose under bis eommand look baek with 
regret to the easy rule of Abdalasis. He regardcd with an eye of 
dislrust the renegado Christians who had aided in tbe eonquest, 
and who bore arms in lhe service of tho i\'Ioslems; but "bis deepest 
suspicions feIl upon Count J ulian. "He has been a traitor to bis 
own coulltrymen," said he ; "how can we be suro that he willnot 
prore traitor to lis ?" ' 

A sud den insurrection oC the Christians wbo had taken refuge: 
, in the Asturian mountains quickened bis suspieions, alld inspired ' 

him wiLh feurs oC "some dangerous. conspiracy against his power. ' 
In the height of his anxicty, he bethougbt him of an Arabia"n sage' 
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named Yuza,who had accompanied him from Ati-ica. This son of 
seienée was wilhered in form, and looked as jr hehad outlived the 
usual term oC niorlallifc.. Inthe eourse of his studies and travels 
io the cast, he had collceted lhe knowledge aÍld experience of ages', 
'being skilled io astrologyand, it is said, in necromancy, and pos~ 
sessing the marvellous gift of prophccy or diyination. To this ex­
pounder of inysterics Alahor applied; to lcarnwhether any seeret 
,treason' menaced his safety. ' 
. The ~strologer lis tened witb decp attcntion and overwhelmiog 
'brow 'to aUthe surmises and suspicions of the emir; tllen shut 
himself up to consult bis bool\s,' and eommune with those super­
naturaliotelligences subservient to bis wisdom. At an appointed 
hour, the emir sougbt him in his eeU. It was fillcd with the smoke 
of perfumes ' : squares aod circ1es and ' various diagrams were 
describedupon the floor j and the astrologer was poring over a 
scroll ofparchment eovered with cabalistic characters. He received 
Alahor wilh a gloorny and sinister aspcet, pretend,iog to ha ve dis­
covered rearrul portents in the heavens, and to have hadstrange 
dreanis and mystic visiollS. 

"O emir," said he, "he on your guard! Treason is around you, 
and i y-ou path: your life is in peril. Bewarc of Count Julian 
and his family.·' r 21 

' ''Enough,'' said the emir. "They shall aH die! Patents and 
children- all sball die! " 

He forthw:ith sent a summons to Count J ulian to aUend him in 
Cordova. T le messcnger Cound him plunged in affiiction fortbe 
recent dcath of his . daughter. The count excU5ed bimself, on 
account of this misforlune, from obeying lbe eommarids of tbe 
emir inperson, hut sent several of bis adherents. Bis hesitatión, -
and the circumstance of his baving sent bis family across the s'traits 
to Arriea, werc ' conslruedby the jealous mind óf the , emir into 
proofs of guilt. He no longer donbtéd his peing conc~i'ned' '¡n tho 
recent insurrections, and that he lIad sent his family away, prepa­
l'atory to an attempt, by force of arros,' tosubvert tbe l\loslem 
dominatiop. 'In bis fury, he puttodeáth Sisebnrto andEvan~ the' 
nephews of 'Bishop Oppas, andsons ' oC the Cormer king; \Vitiza, 
suspecting tbem of taking partin the trcásoll~ ' Thus. did~ they 
expiate their treachery to Uieir: 'countr-y 'iri .lhe fatal baUle oE tho 
Guadalete . . ; , : . -, . ' . 

Alahor llexl baslcncd toCarlbagclla, lo seiz.c. upon CounlJulian. 

~ .: . 
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So rapidwere his moveménts that lhe connt had barely time to 
escape with fifteen cavaliers, wilh whom be took refuge in the 
slrong casUe oC l\'Iarcuello, among the mountains oC Arragon. 
,The emir, enraged lo be disappointed of bis prey, embarked at 
Carthagena, and. crossed the slraits to Ceuta, to make captives of 
the Countess l;'randina and her son. . 

The old chronicle from whichwe take tbis 'part ofour legend 
presents a gloomy picture oC lbe countess in the slern fortress to 
which she had fled for rcfuge; a picture heightened by super­
natural horror&; These lalter the sagacious reader will admit or 
rejeet according to the meflsure of his ' fai tb and j udgment; al ways 
remembering, that, in dark and eventful times, like those inques­
tion, involving the destioies of nations, the downfall of kingdoms, 
and the crimes ofrulers and mighty men, the hand of fate is some­
times strangely visible, and eonfounds tbe wisdom ,of the worldly 
wise, by intimations and portents aboye the ordinary coursc of 
things. Wilh this proviso, we makc no scruple to follow the 
venerable chronicler in his narration. 

Now so it happened, that the Countess Frandina was seatcd lato 
at night in her chamber in the citad el ofCeuta, which sfands on a 

...... __ ·· 'iofty rock, over]ooking the sea. She was revolving, in gloorny 
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'thougbt, the latcpisasters ofhér famil~, when sho heard a mourn· 

• 

fuI noise, like that of the sea-breeze, Dloaning about the castIe 
walls. Raising her eyes, slie. bcheld hor brother, the Bishop 
Olmas t the entranee of the chamber. She advanced to embrace 
Mm, ·but he fórbade hcr ,vith a motion of his hand; and slle ob-
served that he was ghastly pale, and that his eyes g]arcd as with 
lambent flames. . . 

"Toucb me not, sistcr ," said he with a mournful voice, "lest 
thou be consumed by the tire w hich rages yiilhin me. Guard weIl 
tby son, for blood-hounds are upon his lrack. . His in,nocence rnigbt 
havesecured him tbe protection pf heaven, but our crimes have 
involved him in our common ruin." He ceased to speak, and was 

. no longer to be secn. His coming and going were alike without 
. noise" and tbe door of lhe chamber rcmained fast bolted. . 

On the followingmorning, a messenger arrived with tidings that . 
tbe Hishop. Oppas had been made prisoner in baltle by the ¡nsurgent 
Christians of thé Asturias, and had dicd in feUers in a towcrof the 
mountains. The 'same ,rnessenger brought word lhat the Emir 
Alahor had pullo dcalh several of the friends oC Count Julian, 
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had obliged hioi to fly Cor his life to a casUe in Arragon, and was 
embarking with a formidable force for Ceuta. ' 

The CountessFrandina, 'as has already becn shówn, was of cou­
rageous beart ; and danger madeber desperate. Tbere were' fifty 
1\'loorish soldiers in the garrison; she fea red 'that they would provc 
treacherous, and take part with theír countrYmen. Surnmoning 
ber ófJicers, therefore,she ¡nformed tbem oC theíf danger, and 
commanded them to put those lUoors to dcath. The guards: sal~ied 
forth to obey bcr orders. Thirty-fiveoC the j)loors were in the 
grcat square, unsuspicious oC any danger, ,vben tlu~y were severally 
singled out by tbeír execulioners, and, at a concertcd signaI, killed 
onthespot. Tbe remaining fifteen tookrefuge in a towcr. ' They 
saw thearmada oC the emir at a distance; arid hoped to be able to 
hold out until its arriva!. ' Tbe soldiers of the countess s~w it aIso, 
and made extraordinary efTorts to destroy these internal enemies, 
before they should be aUacked from without. They made repeated 
attemp"ts to storm the tower, but were as often repulsed wilh 
severe 10s5. Theythen undermined it, supporling it5 foundations 
by slancbions of wood. To lhese they sel fire, ami withdrew to a 
dislance, keeping up a constant shower of missiles' to prevent the 
lUoors frorn sallying forth to extinguish the flames. 'fbe stancbions 
wer~ rapidly consumed j and whcn they gaye way ,the tower fell Generalife ; 
to lhe ground. Sorne oC the l\loors were crushcd among the ruins; 
others were flungto a"distanee, and dasbcd among the rocks : those 
who surv:ived wcre instantly put to the sword. 

The fleet of the emir arrived at Ceutaaboul the hour oC vespers. 
He landed, but rouml the gates closed against him. T~e countess 
herself spoke to hirn from a tower, amI set him at defiance. The 
emir irnmediately laid siege lo the city. f~e consulted the astro­
loger Yuza, who told bim that, for seven days, his stúr would have 
the ascendanfover that of the youth Alarbot: but artcr that time 
the youth wouId be safe from his power, and wouId effcct · his 
ruin. 

Alahor irnmedia tely ordcred lhe ci ty to be assailed on every side, 
and allenglh carricd it by slorm. 'fbe countess took · refuge ,,'ith 
her forces in the citadel, and, made a dcsperalc defcnce; but the 
walls ;vere sapped and mincd, and she saw that aU rcsistance would 
soon beullav~iling. Her on1y thoughts nowwere to cODeeal her 
child. "~urely ," said she, "they wiU not think oC seeking him 
among the dead." She led ·hiin, thereforc, into the dark aud dis-
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mal chapel. '.' Thon art not . afraidto ' be alone in tbis darkness; 
my child?" said she . . 

. " ,No, mother," replied tbe boy, " darkness gives silence and 
sleep." She conducted him totbe tomb or'Florinda. "Fearest 
thou the dead,my child!" "No, lilother, the dead can do no 
harm,-and w:hat should 1 fcar frOID my sister?" 

. The countess opened tbe sepulchre. "Listen, my son," said 
sbe . . '" There are fierce and cruel people w ho llave come hilber to 
murder fhee. Stay bere in company with thy sister, and be quiel 
as thon dost value tby life !" The boy, w ho was of a courageous 
nature, did as he was biddcn, and remained there aU tbat day, and 
an the night, and the next day until the third hour. 

In themean fime tIle walls of the citadel were sápped, the troops 
of the.emir poured jn at the breach, and a great part of the garrison 
was put to the sworrl. The countess wastak~n prisoner and 
.brought berore the emir. She appeared in his presence' with a 
haughty demeanour, as ifshe had been a queen receiving homage; 
but when he demanded her son, sbe faltercd, and turnes! pale, and 
replied, "l\Jy son is with the decid." 
. "Countes~," said the emir, ":1 am not to be deceived ¡ teIl me 
where you have concealed the 'boy, or tortures shall "Ting from 
you the, secret." . 

"Emirt·replied thecountess, "'may the greatest torments be 
my' por(ion, bofh bere arid hereafter, ir what 1 speak be not the 
tliulh L l\Iy darling child lies buried· with the . dead." 

. The .emir was confounded . by the soIcmnitr- of her words ¡ but 
the withered astrologer, Yuza, who stood by his side regarding the 
countcss ' rimú benealh his bushed eyebrows, ' perceived trouble in 
her cottntenánce andequivocation in her words: "Leave this 
maUcr to me," w hisperéd he to Alahor; "1 wilI produce the child." 

He orderedstrict search to be made by thesoldiery, and he 
obliged the countcss to be always prcsent. 'Vhen 1hey carne to 
tbe chapel, her cheek turned pale and her lip quivered. " This," 
said thesubtle astrologer, "is the place oC concealment." 

,1'he searcñ throughout the chapeI, however, was equal1y vain, 
and the ·soldiers·wcre about to dopart, ",hen Yuza remarked a 
slight gleam ofjoy in ,the eye of tIie countcss . . 

" Wc are leaving our prey bchind,"thought he; "lhe cóunless 
i(exulting." , 
. He no,y cancd to mind {he words 'of hür asscveration, that her 
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