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- - FATE OF BOABDIL EL CHICO. ' .

. Tat Chfg;']icle, of the Conquest of Graria(iei

- §s finished: but ‘the réader. may be desirous of

knowing - the ‘subsequent: fdrtiines'"of some of
the ‘principal personages. - The: unfortunate
Boabdil < retired to’ the valley of Porchena,
- where a small but-fertile territory had been
allotted him compusmg several towns, with
all their ughts and revenues. Great estates
had:: 11kew1se been bestowed. on his ‘vizier,
Josef. Aben Comixa, and. his valiant relation

“and. frlend Josef Venegas, both :of whom te- -
- sided near him." Were it in the heart of man,
in.the: énjoyment of present’competence; to
_forgét past splendour, Boabdil might at length

have been happy. Dwelling in the bosom of ;

a, dehtrhtful valley, surrounded. by obedient
_'vassals, devoted friends, and a loving family,
“he.might have looked ‘back _upon his past -
career.as upon a troubled and. terrific dréam;
- and might have thanked.his stars, that he had
at, length’. awaked to sweet and. tlanqull se-

= -
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cui‘ity But the dethroned prmce could never
forget, that he had once been a monarch;

and the remembrance of the regal splendours
of Granada made all present comforts con-

“temptible in-his eyes: "No:exertions were

spared by Ferdinand and Isabella, to induce

him to embrace the catholic religion: but he "

remained true to the faith of his fathers; and
it added not a little to his humlhatlon, to hve,
a vassal under Christian sovereigns.' .. ¢

- It 'is probable, that: his: res1dence in the
kmgdom,wg&s equallyirksomé ‘to the politic
TFerdinand; who could ot feel: pérfectly se:

~ cure in his;newly conquered-territories; while

“there was one within their bounds; who might
. Tevive, pretensions’ to. the throne.  *A private
bargain’ was;therefore made,"in the year 1496;

_ between Ferdinand’ and Josef Abén Comixa;
- in which the latter, as vizier of Boabdil, under- .
took to: disp'gée;df ‘his r'ﬁaster.’s.f.'-s‘c:a_m:'y_\-t‘(-zri'ittir-j?~ .

~ for eighty:thousand 'ducats. of ‘gold.::* This; it
is. affirmed, was ‘done: without the consent of

- knowledge of Boabdil ;" but thé viziér probably

thought he:was' acting ‘for the best; ¢ The

- shrewd Ferdinand. doés not :appear ‘to: hive
g made.- any’ question. ‘about the: nght of the_
- vizier to. make the sale; buf paid ‘the inoney -

L.
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with secret exultation. - Josef Aben Comixa
loaded: the treasure upon mules, and departed
joyfully for the :Alpuxarras.: He spread.the
mioney' in triumph:before Boabdil:. ¢ Senior,”

- said he, . “I have observed, that,:as:long:as |
you live here; you'are-exposed:to .constant

- peril. The Moors are rash and.irritable. They

may make some sudden insurrection; elevate

your :standard as;a pretext, .and:thus:over-

- whelm you ‘and your friends with:utter:ruin.

I. have observed, -also,.:that you : pine ..away
with - grief; - being. continually. reminded..in
this country, that:you were once. its sovereign, .

but hever :more. must: hope to reign.1. I'have '

~ put ‘anend to‘these:evils. «Your: terntory is
"sold .Behold the price.of it.::With this gold,
you may buy far greater. possessions-in Africa,

| whefe;’yo‘u may. live.in ‘honour and security.”:

- ;.When Boabdil heard. these: words,: he burst
. into a-sudden transportiofrage; and; drawing

- his cimeter, would have sacrificed :the.officious

- Josef on the spot; -had ‘not the. attendants
interfered, -and: hurued the .vizier :from: his |
- presence. sl fvinniiiil :‘a"'.'f'i' et ,-';:5_';;:?;,.'
_ Boabdﬂ ‘was. not of' a v1nd1ct1ve spmt, and
hlS anger. soon passed away. He saw, that the
evil was. done, and he. knew the spirit of the
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politic . I‘erdmand .too well, fo hope that he
would retract the :bargain. - Gathering to- .

gether the money, therefore, and all his jewels
and precious ' effects, : he ‘departed with his
famlly and. househgld for a port, where a vessel

had been: caref‘u]ly prov1ded by_the Castlhan .

kmg to transport them to Africa; - /72" .0

~ A ¢rowd of his former subJects mtnessed
- hlS embarkatlon. ‘As the sails were unfurled,
and. swelled to the breeze; ‘and ‘the vessel

parted - from the land, the spectators would

" fain’ haveé. gwen lnm a. partmg cheermg, ‘but

» the "humbled state of their once proud sove:

‘reign forced' itself upon: their minds, and the
ominous: surname of. 'his-youth rose involun-
tanly to’ the1r tongues. . ¢¢ Farewell,. Boabdil !
Allah preserve thee, El Zogoybi' ” burst spon-,

taneously from ‘their lips..:The unlucky ap-.
~ pellation sank into the heart of the expatriated ;
~monarch; and tears.dimmed his eyes,: as the!
snowy summits of .the mountains of’ Granada',_

gradually faded from his view.: ©ilr fo 00

L wvHewas: teceived with welcome at the- g
. court of his relation, Muley Ahmed, King of

Fez;. and resided for-many ‘years in his terri-

- tories. . How he. passed his life, whether re-

: _.-’:,pmmg or resigned, history does not mention..
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‘The_ last we ﬁnd 1ecorded of' h1m is in - the f
year. 1536, . thirty-four years. after the ‘sur-
render of Granada; whén . he followed ‘the
~ King of Fez to the field; to quiell the rebelhon
of two brothers, named Xerlf'es The: armles :
“came in sight ‘of each’ other on the banks_of -
the Guadiswed, at the ford of Bacuba The
river was deep, the "banks were hlgh ‘and
broken. For' three  days, - the armies’ re-
mained firing at each other across the stream,
neither. party Venturmg to attempt the Elan-'
gerous ford; 060 ¢ :
- “At length the ng of' Fez‘ tllwded hlS army
- into three battalions; the first led on. ‘by his
son and by ‘Boabdil el Chico. : They. boldly
dashed across the ford, scrambled up the op-
_posite bank, and attempted to keep the enemy

employed, ‘until the other battalions should =

have time to cross. The tebel army, however,

- attacked them with such fury, that theson of -

-5 .the ng of Fez and several of the blavest bag

alcaydes were slain upon the spot, and multi-
tudes driven back into the river, Wthll ‘was
already crowded with passing troops, A dread-

ful confusion took place, the horse trampled g

sra 4 @

with fearful slaughter, those who escaped the - |
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sword perisl ed by the stream.The river was
choked by the dead bodies of men and horses,
‘and by the scattered baggage of the army.” In
this scene’ of “horrible ' carnage: fell. Boabdil,
truly-called El"Zogoybi, or the:unlucky : “an
“instance,” says the ancient chronicler, ¢ of the
- scornful caprice'of fortune; dying in" defence
‘of the kingdom of another, after Wa.ntmg Splrlt
to die in defence of' hls own* . L SRR (i

_- Note.-—A portralt of Boabdﬂ el Ch1co is to
. be seen in the picture-gallery of the .Gene-

rahfe._ "He is‘fepresented with a mild, hand-_ '

.some face, a fair complexion; and yellow hair.
- -His dress'is of yellow brocade;, relieved: with -
©black: velvet,-and he. has:a black velvet cap,
~surmounted with a crown; - In the armoury
~ fof Madrid:are. two: suits. of ; armoury; said.to
~ have belonged "to him, " one of ; solid ‘steel, -

' with. very little ornament ‘the morion. closed.

From the: proportlons of these suits of armour, -
‘he must ha,ve been of f'ull stature and v1gorous
form ' - ;

e, -

. -.,- * Marrnol Descrip de Afrlca,p i, ] . c 40 I dem,' P
Hlst Reb delos Moms,l i e 2] Sk
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DEATH OF THE MARQUIS OF CADIZ
«THE f_,i;en'ownéd ‘Ro‘_,derigb- P-onc'e'i 'de Léon;‘ T
Marquis Duke of Cadiz, was iunquestionably.
the most distinguished among the’cavaliers of
- Spain, for his zéal’,-'enterp’ri_se,.;ahd heroism, in
_the great. crusade of Granada.. "He bégan the

war by-the capture of Alhama; he was engaged |

in almost every inroad and siege of importance
 during its:continuance ;-and he was Ppresent at

- the surrender - of the capital, which: was the

closing scene of the conquest. The renownhe
thus acquired was sealed by his death; in ‘the
forty-eighth year of his :age, which happened

 almost immediatél)'r' at the close of his'ti'ium'phs,' T

and’ before a leaf of his laurels had ‘time to -

| ~wither... He died at his: palace, in"the city of

Seville, on the twenty-seventh day of August;
1492, but a few months after the surrénder of |
Granada, and of an-illness caused by the'exs
- posure and fatigues he had undergone.in this
~ - memorable war: Thathonest chronicler; Andres
: Bernaldes, the curate of Los Palacios, who was
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a contemporar y of the mar quis, draws his p01...

~ trait from actual knowledge and observatlon

-« He was universally cited,” says he, * as the

most perf'ect model of chivalrous virtue of the"_
age.” He was temperate, chaste, and .rlgldly --
'devout, a benignant commander, a valiant de-
fender of' hlS Vassals, a ‘great’ lover of j Justlce,
and an enemy to all ﬂatterers, liar Sy robbers,
traitors, and poltroons. His ambltlon wasofa
lo&y kind;: he sought to dlstmgursh hnr_l_s_elf' _' |

X and hrs f'amlly by, heroic and resounding deeds,
‘and to increase the patrimony of his ancestors

by the. acqu1s1t10n of castles, domams, vassals S

and other princely possessions.. Hlb recr eatrons
“were all of a warlike nature: he dellghted in
geometry, as applied to fortlﬁcatlons, and spent,
much’time and treasure in erecting and Tepairs
.-ing fortresses. He relished. music, but of a-
 military kind; the sound of clarions, and sack-;-, ¢
 buts, of drums and trumpets. Like: a’trie,

‘cavalier, he .was _a_proteéctor of the ‘sex on all "

 occasions, and an m;ured woman never a.pphed'_ ;
“to him in vain for redress. . HlS prowess was: -
so well known, and his courtesy to. the: falr,,;. :

- that the ladles of the court, when they accom- .
% pamed the queen to the wars, reJorced to, ﬁnd. 2

i themselves under his protectlon for, wherever B :
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his banne1 was dlsplayed ‘the Moors dreaded"
~ to adventure. He was a faithful and devoted
 friend; but a formidable enemy, for -he!was
slow: to forgive, and- hlS vengeance was per-
seveung and terrible;. ..o w .
- The death of this good cavaher spread grlef &
- and lamentation. throughout all ranks'; for he
- was ‘universally -honoured . and beloved. : His
relatxons, dependents, and compamons in arms L
4 _put on:mourning for hisloss; and sonuinerous
~were they, that half of Seville:was; clad:in
black: None, however; dep101 ed his death more

| deeply and sincerely than his friend and chosen' (A

compamon, Don Alonzo de Aguilar. JRAY '
"'The funeral ceremonies-were of:the ‘most

- solemn and sumptuous kind. : The body of ..

* the'‘marquis was arrayed in: a costly shirt;ia

doublet of brocade; a sayo, or ‘long robe of =

~ black-velvet, a marlota;:.or Moorish. tunic of
| brocade',‘that" reached. to the feet, and scarlet

*‘stockings.. - His sword, superbly ‘gilt," was
- girded to his'side; as he used to wear it when
in the field.":"Thus" ‘magnificently. attired,: the
body: - was ‘enclosed. in-a. coffin, :which - was

- covered with black velvet; and decorated with

" a cross of white damziék It was. then. p]aced_ ik

# WOL Iy - % 20 AR DR Ay
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... on':a; sumptuous bier, m the centre of the
' great hall of the. palace‘ G e

.+ . Here ‘the-duchess made gréat:. lamentatlon.
over the body of her lord, in, ‘which she was
joined by her train of damsels and attendants, '

as well as by the pages and esqu1res, and in-
~ numérable vassals of the marquis..::

" In the close of the evening,-just. before the |
66 Ave Maiia,” the funeral train issued from
the palace. - ‘Ten: banners were borne:around -
. the bier, the - particular. trophies of -the mar-
~ quis, won froni ‘the-Moors- by his valour in -
“individual enterprises, before King Ferdinand -

had commenced the war of Granada. -The

. processiori was. swelled by -an immense train .
- "of “bishops, priests, and friars of different
‘orders; together :with the civil and: military =~
- " authorities, ‘and all- the chivalry of Seville;
- ‘headed . by ‘the: Count of Cifuentes, at that .
© time- intendente,-or commander:of '-'the_._,city.; seie
It -moved ‘slowly .and solemnly through the =
stréets,” stopping occasionally,’ and chanting =
- litanies ‘and responses. : Two hundred and

- forty waxen tapers shed a light like the day

about the bier. = The balconies and windows:
~ were crowded with ladies, who shed tears as

T ia e R A |
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the funeral train passed by.; while the women .
of . the lower- classes. were loud.in their, la-

mentations, as if" bewallmg the loss-of a father .
or a brother.. _On_approaching the convent;of -
St. -Augustine, the monks came forth with

the cross and tapers, and eight censers, and

conducted the body into the church, where it
lay in state, until all the vigils were performed

by.the different orders, after which it was de-

- posited in the family tomb of the Ponces in

~the -same church, and the ten banners were

| suspended over the sepulchre*.

His tomb, _Wi_th the ba_nners'moul_deri_ng above
it,,_;fer‘nziined_ for ages, an object of v’eneratien
with all who had read or heard of his virtues
and achievements. In the year 1810, how-
ever,.the chapel was sacked by the French,
its altars overturned, and the sepulchres of
the famﬂy of the Ponces.shattered to pieces. -
The present Duchess of Benavente, the worthy
descendant of this illustrious and heroic line,
has since piously collected the ashes of her
ancestors, restored the: altar, and repau'ed the
*chapel. The sepnlch:es, however, were utterly

I ) CuJ:a de los Palaclos, c. 104

DDQ
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: destroyed and an - inscription of gold letters,
. on the wall of the chapel, to the right of the
Fo .*altar, isnow. all tha.t denotes the place of sepul-
' ~ ‘ture of the brave Roderlgo Ponce de Leon.  * |
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~ THE LEGEND OF THE DEATH OF DON
| ALONZO DE. AGUILAR. = ..

To such as feel an 1nterest m the fortunes
of the vahant Don Alonzo de Agullar, the

~ chosen friend and compamon in ~ arms of

Ponce de Leon, Marquls of Cadlz, and one of
the most distinguished heroes of the war of

e Granada, -a few particulars of hlS remalkable

fate will not be unacceptable They are -

found among the manuscrlpts of the worthy |

| Padre Fray Antonio Agapida, and appear to '
have been appended to his chronicle. = ' *

" For several years after the conquest of .

.Granada, the country remained feverish and
unquiet..  The zealous efforts of the catholic
clergy to effect the conversion of the inﬁdels;
- and the pious coercion used for that purpose
-_ by government, exasperated the stubborn
Moors of the mountains..  Several zealous -
missionaries were maltreated and, in the town
of Dayrin, two of them- were seized; and ex-
horted with many rnenaces, to embrace the



> vahers assembled in Andalusm, to ‘the" num-

was espoused by many of their natlon, ‘who
T mhab1ted those rugged reglons. The storm ¥
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Moslem faith. On their resolutely refusing,
they were killed with staffs and stones, by the -
MOOI‘ISh women and ch1ldren, and the1r bodles
humt toashes* _ i

Upon this event, a body of Chrlstmn ca-

ber of elght ‘hundred ; and, without' Waltmg
for’ orders from the king, revenged the death
pf these martyrs, by plundermg and laymg
waste the MOOI‘lSh towns .and v1llages. The
Moors ﬂed to. the mountams, and thenr cause

: of' rebelllon began to gather, . ‘and’ mutter 1ts
thunders in ‘the -Alpuxarras. ' "They . were -
echoed from the Serranla of' Ronda, ever .
the 1nsur0'eﬂts ‘was 1n the Slerra VermeJa, or
chaln of' 1ed mountams, lymg near the sea,
the savage ‘rocks and premplces of' Whlch may
be seen ﬁom Gibraltar,; TR i

| When ng Ferdmand heard of these tu-
mults, he issued a proclamatlon, ordermv all"
 the Moors of the msurgent regrons to ]eave .
; them w1th1n ten days, and repair to Castlle G
gwmg secret 1nstruct10ns, however, that those, "‘

i Cura de los Palacms, c. 165




who. should voluntarily embrace the Christian

~ faith, might be permitted to remain. At the
same time he ordered Don Alonzo de Agullar,
and. the: Counts; of Urefia- and. leuentes, to
march against the rebels. Stieh e e

+Don, Alonzo de Agmla.r was at Cordova.
_when he._r,ec_elved the commands__of the king.
$¢ What. force is allotted us for this expedi
tion ?” said he:...On.being told .he perceived,
_that the number of troops was far from- ade-
~ quate.. % When a man is dead, » said he, “ we
~send four ‘men. into his house, to bri ing folth

. Moors; 'who jare alive;. vigorous, in_ open re-
belhou, -and- ensconced it their castles;: ‘and
_ they. do not give -us. man;;to man.” ."These
“'words .of the brave A.lonzo de Agullar were
© afterwards frequently repeated but, though -
_he saw the desperate nature of the enterpnse,
Ty he did not; hesitate to. undertake i, 3
~ . Don Alonzo was, at that time;;in the ﬁfty-
' S .ﬁr,st _year of his age. .. He was a veteran war-
- rior; in whom_ the. fire of youth was yet un-
_;.quenched though tempered by experience.
- iThe greater part. of his_life had been passed
- in-the camp and in the field, until danger was
as his natural: element. . : His muscular frame

APPENDIX. - S ) ¢ SRR

- the: .body. . We are now sent to chastise those
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A _‘had acqulred the fir mness of' 1r0n, vnthout the .. -

rigidity of age.: . His armour and weapons. -
.seemed to -have become a part of his nature;: -
- and he sat like a man of' steel on hls powerful ok

" war horse.

. He took- W1th hlm, on thlS expedltlon, hlb

| _-_son, Don Pedro de Cordova; a youth:of bold
“and generous ‘spirit, in the freshness of-his
~days,. and :armed and arrayed with :all the -
_bravery of.a young Spanish' cavalier: - When
~ the'populace of Cordova. beheld the veteran
. father, " the ‘warrior- of - a: thousand battles,

' leadin"g'forth 's-his--‘-‘youthf'ul'son'fi;owthe field,

“they bethought themselves' of the family:ap-

pellation. ¢ Behold,” cried they, “ the eagle

-, teaching - his young“to fly ! Long llve the-"'
* valiant line of Agu1la1 #ND i Ly e h

.. The, prowess ‘of Don’ Alonzo and of' hlS i
il ,.compamons in’ arms’ was renowned through-
- out the Moorish towns.: ‘At their approach, =

_ -therefore, ‘numbers - of the Moors submitted,
~-and hastened to-Ronda to “embrace Chris-
tianity. « Amonrr the mountaineers, however, ’

- there: were ‘many of -the Gandules, a. fierce _ e

5 ._'.._trlbe from Afnca, too p1 oud of' 3p1r1t to bend

1k Agullar, the Spamsh for eagle A 25
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their ‘necksto the -ycike'. +"At their head was

‘a Moor, :named .El Feri of Beén ‘Estepar, re:

snowned for -strength and - courage..’ At his
_instigations, ‘his followers: gathered : together

their families and most precious effects; placed -

“them on mules, and, driving before them their -

“flocks and herds, abandoned ‘their valleys, and
- .‘retired. up thecraggy passes of. the Sierra

‘Vermeja. . On the. summit was a fertile plain,

_surrounded ‘ by rocks ‘and “precipices, *which -
formed a natural fortress.: Here El Feri placed

-all-the women and children, and all the 1 pro-

-perty. : By his orders, his followers piled great
~stones-on’ the rocks: and ! chﬁ"s, ‘which com-
- manded ‘the "defiles’ and ‘the 'steep ‘side of- the'
-mountain,- and prepared to defend every pass
that led to his place of refuge: : i

“The Christian :‘commanders arnved and i

pltched their camp before the town of “Mo-
‘nardo;a strong place, curiously-fortified,: and

“situated’ at ‘the foot of the highest part of the =
-Sierra iVermeja. : - Here -they:remained ' for
~several ‘days, unable to compel a surrender.
~They*were separated - from “the skirt of the -

‘mountain by'a deep barranca or ravine, at thé
bottom of which flowed a small stream. The
Moors, commanded by El Fen, drew down
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fromi their:mountain height; and remained.on
the opposite side ‘of ithe' brook,:to::defend a
pass which led.up to-their strong hold. v«
+>.One-afternoon;- a:number of Christian sol:

[diers, in:mere-bravado, seized a banner; crossed

the! brook;, .and,scrambling; up-'the: opposite
~ bank;- attacked: the::Moors.: . They ‘were:!fol:

lowed by miimbers of: their: companions; some
-in aid,: sonie :in . emulatlon,-_ but: most-in: hope
- of: booty.: A i sharp::action. ensued: .on the

. 'mountain side:. -“The Moors: were ;greatlysu:
~perior in humber, and had the vantage ground.

- ‘When' tlie .Counts™ of: Ureiia. and :Cifuentes
. beheld: this; skirmiish;; they asked 'Don Alonzo
de; Aguilar his opinion. i+ “¢: My.._._oplmqn,?_’.. said

_he,; « was given ‘at Cordova,-and remains the
.-sa.mé. -1 This is a déspetate enterprise.::. How:
~ever, . the i Moors. are.;at ~hand yiand - if ‘they

"suspect weakness in-us;i it:will increase their

_ :f_.courage and our peril. - Forward then: t6.the
e attack and I ‘trusb An% God wesshall. gam &

19

: “victory!”, So saying, he led hl.s,.t.r_oops into: the
. batt]_e *, .tr"- Ghe B .‘—-._ £175E T et ey l.'.\'--\. ; l “ryarys
g On\the sk1rts of:the mountams were: several

level places, 11ke terraces. Here the Chnsttans s

[ 2™ B ey P a‘.\ -
ree g2 gy 2 ekt v, Py ‘r
R T T .’-' '}

pis S bl D L by g--;“ﬁr’Bleda, ‘-l._-_v. e, -26." i s A ot
¥ E1 P s Lliame wn [ - ‘.-.‘.. I_l_-‘._.*. ,_,.._ - Hons

e




APPENDIX; : y 411 .-

- Ppresséd. va.hahtly upon ‘the MOOIS, -and: had
the ddvantage; but the latter retreated to the
steep :and :craggy heights, from whence: they
hurled .darts and rocks upon:'their-assailants,
"They defended. their. passes: and defiles -with
ferocious valour; but were driven from height
to height, until they reached the:plain on the
summit of the mountain, where their wives
and “children - were :;shieltered..-: Here. ; they :
‘would::have :made; a stand; but Alonzo. 'de
Aguilar,: with- his.son ; Don ; Pedro;: charged

~upon ' them at the head of three-hundred ._me_lgl; |

e aﬁ'd’put them to flight, with dreadful carnage.'

- While: they. were ‘pursuing ’the flying enemy; -
the rést of ithe’ army, thmkmg the: yictory:
‘achieved;: dlspersed themselves.over, the little
 plain; inzsearch.: of: plunder.! They:pursued
~ the:shrieking :._femaleS,E'_;tearlng -off their neck-
~ laces; bracelets,-and  anklets;of gold; and.they
found~so ‘much " tréasure! of-variqus, kinds -

~ collected ' in - this::spot,: that: ithey..threw by s

- their:armour and weapons, to load themselves
- Wlthbooty Cop BRI G LT S AN B B
| Evemng :was: closmg the Chnstmns, in-
~ tent: upon' spoil,;:had- ¢eased :to. pursue, the-

Moors, ‘and the latter were arrested in.their.

flight by th.e._cnes of their wives and ,chlldren. '
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__Therr ﬁerce ]eader, El Ferl, ‘threw hrmself
~ before them. 56 Fuends, soldrers,”.' "'crred he,_

-« whither ‘do you'fly ?’ whither can “you’ seek-'-j
ref'uge, where the ‘enemy: cannot follow. you ? i
Your wives, your. chlldren, are behrnd you§ <+
“turn and défend them :* you have’ no chance
for saf'ety but f'rom the Weapons in’your ©
hands 129 .. E R LR GE SR R e TR ,__,.1:;_‘.'.;?.._“__,,.5

“The" Moors turned at. hrs words They
beheld ‘the ‘Christians scattered about " the’
- pléin, many 'of them without armour, ‘and all
5 _encumbered with sponl “Now 1is the’ trme, i
._shouted’ El Feri;* « charge upon them- Whl]e_ !
~ Iaden with ‘your ‘plundet ! I will-open a path*

 for you!” ‘He tashed to the ttack; followed

. - -
= -'.,_"";.-'3#-5,%-;—“»'.- L L R,

- by" his " Moors, ‘with 'shouts* and’ ‘cries, - “that? "

echoed through the mountalns ‘The scatteredf‘"' |
Christians ‘weré’ “seized": W1th ‘8 panrc, and s

throwmg down their booty, began to fly in’all” =08
* directions. :“Don‘Alonzo de: Agurlar advanced T

~his’ banner, and endeavoured ‘to rally: them.’

; Flndlng His “horse” of no ‘avail ‘in‘these rocky

- heights, he dismounted, and caused his ‘mén®
to do'the same; He had a small band of tried
followers, with' which he opposed a bold’ frontﬁl

to.the Moors, callmg on the scattered troops i

'to rally 1n the rear. R R At IR

v {"I'P}’ff“"'
5
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N:o-ht had completely closed It p1 evented
the ‘Moors from seemg 'the. smallness of the.
~ force with which théy were contending; and

2 '-Don Alonzo and hls cavahers ‘dealt therr

'lblows 50! v1gorously, that aided by the, dark-
' ness, they seemed multlphed to ten. tlrnes'

' '-then: number.: Unfortunately, a small cask-

"_'_-'of' gunpowder blew up 1 near ‘to the scené: of o
‘;_actlon It shed a momentary but brllhant

~ light over all the plain, ! and : on’ every. rock

~and cliff.:. The Moors beheld W1th surprise,
__that: they were: opposed by a mere handful of

-'rnen, and that the. greater part of the. (,hrls- o

' tians were flying.from; the  field.; They.put

~ up loud shouts of triumph.: ‘While some con-

'I'-tmued the, conflict with. redoubled ardour,-j
_ others pursuedthe f'ugltlves, hurhngaﬂ:er them

D __stones and darts, and discharging showers of
e g arrows Many of :the Chrlstlans, 1n theu

5 rand were. dashed in pieces.

- terror, nd their ignorance of the mountains, -

‘,:rushed headlong from the brmks of' precrpices,
_ Don Alonzo de: Agullar stlll mamtamed'
. ’-_-hls ground but while a party . of the. Moors

e :assailed him m ﬁ'ont others galled him Wlth : e
-all Kinds-of missiles frond theimpending cliffs.

“Some ‘of the cavahers, seemg the h0peless"_
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nature -of the -(:oﬁﬂiet; r_ pi'oposed,-}:that ‘they

_shiould abaridon the height; and retreat down

~ 'the mountain. - ¢ No,”: said ' Don : Alonzo,
proudly ; “‘never did the banner;of the house
of ;Aguilar: retreat ~one foot. in;-the: field: of
- battle.” He had scarcely uttered-these: swords,
~ when'his son Don. Pedro' was stretched at-his

feet.: : A stone hurled: from a; cliff-had struck - _

~out ‘two: of his: teeth,: and a-lance passed
-quivering; through: his: th:gh. i :The youth at-

tempted to rise; and, with:one knee on ithe

ground to-fight by ‘the: side of his. father.
Don . .A_lonzo, finding - ‘him. Wounded,.,urged

him to quit the field < Ely, my:son,’’ said he. .
<. Let:usnot, ;put every thing at venture upon
“onethazard < .conduct:thyself:as:a good: Chris-

tlan, and llve to comfortﬂ and: honour thy

) PO

\. £ T jos e N
mother i bmtina B B e oty

- Doni Pedro Stlll refused to qu1t h1m 3.
whereupon Don:: Alonzo- orderedx several: of

hisifollowers:.fo ‘béar’ ‘him; off by force. ‘His

fnend Don: Francisco:- Alvarez,ﬁof' Cordova,

~‘taking him in*his:arms, conveyed:him toithe =~
‘quarters:.of .the: :Count:;of . Urena, who had
Halted-on’ the: helghts, at: some distance; from o
~ .the'scené: of battle;: for the: purpose of’ rallymg SR
! :anH auccourmg the: fugltlves Almost at the =%

.
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same ‘moment, . the«count -beheld 'his: :own
sonj:Don. Pedro: Glron, brought in’ gnevously
wounded R L e P RN TR TN LT PTRRRL ST

~. In the mean: tune, Don AIonZO, with two
| hundred cayaliers,. maintained - the ‘unequal
contest.. - Surrounded by foes, they.fell,:one
after. another, like'so. ‘many. noble :stags: en=
‘circled by ‘the hunters: ¢ Don Alonzo: was
the last survivor.. He. was_.mthout horse, and
almost: without -armour;: his: corslet' unlaced;

~.and his bosom gashed with wounds:. .!Still-he

kept a brave. front towards the enemy,.and,
retiring between two. rocks,, defended himself ‘
with such - valour,. that the slam la.y in a heap :
’ bef'me himg oo, 5 eniadidn e sl Bonain i, B

' He was- assalled in. thlS retreat by al Moor M

: of'_ _surpassing -strength and- fierceness. . The.

~contest was for some: time doubtful ; but Don
Alonzo received. 4 Wound in-the head “and

another in the breast, that ‘made him: stagger.,

Closing.and .grappling with hls_f'oe,.they had -~

~a desperate _struggle,, until :.the Chiistian ca-

valier, exhausted by his wounds, fell upon his . -
- back.:; sHe still, retained 'his._grasp upon: his -

~ enemy.~ ¢.Think not;” cried he,: ¢¢ thouhast -

. an. easy. prlze know, that I:am Don ;Alonzo,

" he of Aguilar!” ¢ If thou art Don-Alonzo,”
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s replied' the Moor, “kinow, that I 'ain El Feri,'-'

. of Ben Estepar!” They continued their

deadly struggle, and both drew their daggers:
. but Don_ Alonzo:was -exhausted - by : seven
ghastly: wounds.. While he was yet struggling,

©__his heroic: soul. departed from his body, and

5 he explred in the grasp of the Moor; 55503
= Thus fell Alonzo de Aguilar, the 1 mirror of

Andal_usmn_ chivalry ; one of the most power-.

~ ful gfand_ee's of Spain; for person, blood, estate;

;. and office.  For forty years;he had waged -
- suecessful. wars ‘upon' the  Moors :- in - child- s

' ;hood; by " his™- household .and retaiil'ers'," in

/-; manhood, by the prowess of his arm, and the
" wisdom and valour of his spirit. His pennon '_
- '"'had always been for emost in danger; he had

“been general of armies; viceroy of Andalusia, .

- .and the author of- glorious enterpnses, Aqn

" . which . kings ' were: vanqmshed -and mighty .
e alcaydes and:warriors laid low. - He had slain
. “s.many. Moslem. chiefs’with his'own arm;'and, .

| among others, the renownedAh Atar; of Loxa, i
- fighting’ foot:to :foot,-on"the: banks-of the . -

- . Xenil. .7 His- Judgment, discretion,” magna: ©

..;.__:nlmlty, -and. JllSthe, vied' with his prowess %

He ‘was: the fifth- lord of:his warlike* ‘house, .
e that f'e]l in battle W1th the Moors € HlS sou] B
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‘observes PadreAbarca, “1tlsbe11eved ascended ./;-W fwrfw
_to heaven, to ‘receive the reward of so Chris- . 24w If’r"’»f vl
tian a'captain : for that very day lie had armed gut Lot
‘himself : with - the - sacraments of" confessmn Wﬁ
and: commurnion *#.2:  ey lun il niEn "
-.'The Moors;. elated w1th thelr success, pur-
sued the fugitive Christians down - the. defiles
- and sides’ of tHe mountains.. - It was with the
utmost difficulty that the Count te Uteifa could
. bring: off a remmant of his forces from:that
. disastrous height. - Fortunately, onthe lower
slope_ of the mountain ‘they found the rear
guard of .the army,- led by the Count de
_ leuentes, ‘who-had crossed the brook- and the
. ‘ravine ‘to ‘come to' their assistance.< As the
. fugitives came ﬂymg in headlong terror ‘down -
* the mountain; it was with dlfﬁculty the count-',._'__ |
. 'kept his own troops from glvmg way- in panic, -
and retréatingin’ confusion ‘across the brook: :
He succeeded, however, in’ mamtammg order,
“in: Tallying the fugitives; and checking the fury
‘6f. the Moors; - Then, taking his station on a
4 rocky eminence; he maintained his post until -
{}; . ° morning, somefimes siistaining ’i‘;io‘lent attacks; i
3 at:_ ot_h'eri | times ! ffushingj -ff'orth', an'di i‘n‘aking i

o g

. - & e f R o, > . ] oA Srie i X < - g
4 St o) i ‘ ] ¢ . My 3
N,

i a,” . Abarca, Anales de Aragon, rey xxx. cap 2

AT,
% ey FonEs,

piths
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~assaults * upon the’ énemy.: ;\When ' morning
dawned, the  Moors _ceased to combat, and :
drew: up to. the summit of the mountain.. . ‘. -
It was then that the Christians’ had tlme to
) breathe, and to ascertain the dreadful loss they'
had sustained.” Amiong’the many. valiant ca-
valiers, - .who.; had fallen, . was : Don Franmsco
“Ramirez . of, Madrid; who had _been captam'-'
- general of' artillery throughout the war of Gra- -
" nada, and contiibited. greatly, . by: his valour
" and . ingenuity,’ to_- that' renowried conquest.
- But all other griefs and. cares were forgotten

"= in"anxiety. for’the fate _of Don’;Alonzo-de

-Aguiilar. ;. His. son, Don Pedro de Cordova, _
“had been brought off with great difficulty, from

s the battle; and afterwards lived to be Marquls

of Priego.: But_of Don Alonzo nothmg was
| known, except that he was left with a handf'ul

of cavahers, ﬁghtmg vahantly agamst an. over—
whelmlng force. As: the. rising sun hghted up
: . the red cliffs of' the; mountams, ‘the 'soldiers

: watched with anxious eyes, if perchance his

: pennon might, be descried, fluttering fromany

- precipice or ‘defile: but, nothing: of the kmd
“was to be_ seen. The trumpet call was, re; =
~ peatedly ‘sounded: but empty echoes alone

- teplied. _A.sz_len_ce reigned about the mountain
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L

summlt ‘which showed, that the" deadly strife .
was over. - Now and then a wounded warrior .,
came, dragging his feeble steps' from among
the cliffs and rocks; but, on being questmned
he shook his head mournfully, and could tell
nothmg of the fate of his commander.:. et
‘The tidings of this disastrous defeat, and of'
the perilous situation of the survivors, reached
- King Ferdinand at Granada.. He immediately”
marched, at the head of all the chivalry of his
court, to, the mountains of Ronda. ' His pre-
‘sence, with a powerful force, soon put an end
~ to the "rebellion. A part of the Moors were .
suffered to ransom themselves, and to embark
_for Africa; others were made to. ‘embrace Chris- 2
-~ tianity; and those of the town where the Chris-
tian missionaries had been massacred were.
~ sold as slaves. From' the: conquered Moors,
the mournful ‘but ‘heroic énd of Don ‘Alonzo
de’ Aguilar was ascertained. On the morning -
after the battle, when the Moors came to strip
and bury the' dead, the body of Don Alonzo
was found among those of more than two hun-
dred of his followers, many of them alcaydes
and ‘cavaliers of distinction.  Though.the per-
‘son of Don Alonzo was: well known to the
Moors, being so dlstmgulshed among. them, |
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‘both-in 'pea'ce and war," yet it. was so covered

“and disfigared ‘with wounds, .that it could

with difficulty be recognised. ‘They preserved
~ it ‘with-care,: and on: rpakmg, _their “sub-

~ mission, -délivered. it up to King Ferdinand;
It was conveyed, with!great state, to Cordova,
- amidst the tears and lamentations of all An-
~ dalusia.’ When the funeral train. entered Cor-
' _-'dova, ‘and<the mhab1tants saw'the. coﬂin, con=

| taining the ‘remains . of: their favourite hero,

- and the 'war horse, led in: mournful trappings,

“on’which they-had so’ lately, seen him :sally.

. forth from their gates, there was a. general

burst of grief throughout the city. The body

| B wé.s interred with ‘great pomp and solemnity.
117 7in’ the ‘church of :St. Hypolito. . ‘Many years -
L aﬁerwards, ‘his grand danghter, Dofia Citler 0
 talina of ‘Aguilar:and. Cordova,: Marehml}es_s' g

e "";_of' Priégo‘, caused his tomb to be altered. On

 examining the! body, the head of a lance was
- found among -the .bones,  received, wlthout :
-~ doubt, among the wounds' of his. last mortal
. combat. : The name of this accomphshed and

' Christian cavalier has ever remained a p_op,ula}.r,

“theme of the chronicler and poet; and is en-
- deared to the public. memory. by many of the i
hlstorlcal ballad.s dnd songs of' hlS country For G
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a long time the people of Coxdova were in-
- dignant at the brave Count de Uretia, who, ~
_'they thought had abandoned Don Alonzo
~in his extremlty, but the Castlhan monarch
acquitted him of all charge of the kind, and
- continued him in honour and office. It was
proved that nelther he nor his people could
succour Don Alonzo, or even know of his
~ peril, from the darkness of the night. There
. is a mournful little Spanish ballad, or romance,
which breathes the public grlef' on this ‘oc-
“casion, and the populace, on the return’ of the

" Count de Urefia to Cordova, assailed him with

one of its plaintive and reproachful verses

e Dec1;1 ‘Conde de Urena; -
' Don Alonzo donde queda* P”

'Count Urena' Count Urena!
Tell us, where is Don Alonzo?..

* Bleﬂa, L v. c. 26. -

THE END.
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Their scheme. embraces’ a Series of Works on PrAGTioAL |
.Science, popularly written, and abundantly illustrated and ém-
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= ‘.- > The publication of - : 5 g
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