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'CHRONICLE

CONQUEST OF GRANADA. -

' CHAPTER XLVL
- How King Ferdinand laid siege'to Velez Malaga. ‘

HirHERTO the events of this renowned war
have been little else than a succession of bril-
liant but brief exploits, such as sudden forays
and wild skirmishes among the mountains, or
‘the surprisals of castles, fortresses, and frontier
towns. We approach now to more important
and ‘prolonged operations, in which ancient -
and mighty cities, the bulwarks of Granada,
were invested by. powerful armies, subdued
by slow and regular s1eges, and thus the capltal |
left naked and alone. 5 i

_The glorious trinmphs of the catho]ic sove-

VOL. 1I. | ' B |



2 A CHRONICLE OF

reigns, says Fray Antonio Agapida, had re-

sounded throughout the East, and filled all

~ heathenesse with alarm. The Grand Turk,
 Bajazet L., and his deadlyf'oe the Grand Soldan
of Egypt, suspendmg for a time their bloody
feuds, entered into a league to protect the
religion of Mahomet and the kingdom of
Granada from the hostilities of the Christians.
It was concerted between them, that Bajazet
should send a powerful armada against the
_island of Sicily, then appertaining to the
Spanish crown, for the purpoée of distracting
the attentlon of the Castilian sovereigns, while,

at the same tune, great bodies of troops should
be. poured into Granada from the oppos1te_

coast of Affica. |
Ferdinand and Isabella recewed timély in-
telhgence of these designs. They resolved at
orice -to carry the war into the seabord of
Granada, to possess themselves of its ports,
and thus, as.it were, to bar the gates of the
kingdom against all external aid. Maldga was
to be the main object of attack it was the
pr1n_c1pa1 seaport of the kingdom, and almost
necessary to-its existence. It had long been
 the seat of opulent commerce, sending many

e T
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THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 3

ships to the coasts of Syria and Egypt. It

was also the great channel of communication
with Africa, through which were introduced
supplies of money, troops, arms, and steeds,
from Tunis; Tripoli, Fez, Tremezan, and other
Barbary powers. It was emphatically called,
therefore, the Hand and Mouth of Granada.
* Before laying siege to this redoubtable city,
however, it was deemed necessary to secure
the neighbouring city of Velez Malaga, and
its dependent places, which mlght 0therw1se-
harass thé besieging army.

For this important campaign, the nobles of
the kingdom were again summoned to take
the field with their forces, in the spring of

''1487.. 'The menaced invasion of the infidel

powers of the East had awakened new ardour
in the bosoms of all true Christian knights,”

~ and so zealously did they respond to the sum-
- mons of the sovereigns, that an army of twenty
thousand cavalry, and fifty thousand foot, the

flower of Spanish warriors, led by the bravest
of Spanish cavaliers, thronged the renowned

city of Cordova at the appointed time.

~ On the night before this mighty host set
forth .upon its march an earthquake shook
B 2
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the city. = The inhabitants, awakened by the
shaking of the walls and rocking of the towers,
fled to-the courts and squares, fearing to be
overwhelmed by the ruins, of their dwellings.
The earthquake was most violent in the quar-
ter ‘of the toyal residence, the site. of the
ancient palace of the Moorish kings.  Many
looked upon this as an omen of some impend-
ing evil, but Fray Antonio Agapida, in that
infallible spirit of divination which “succeeds -
. an event, plainly reads in it a presage, that the
empire of the Moors was about to be shaken
‘to its centre. - : N
"It was on Saturda.y, the eve: of the Sunday
‘of Palms, says a worthy and loyal -chronicler
of the times, that the most catholic monarch
“departed with his army to render service to
‘heaven, and make war.upon the Moors *.
- Heavy rains had swelled all the streams, and
rendered the roads deep and difficult.: - The
king therefore divided his host into two bodies.
In one he put all the artillery, guarded by
a.strong -body of horse, and commanded by
the master of Alcantara, and Martin Alonzo,

- o
P ]

! *_Pujgar, Cronicé--de__los Reyes Catholicos. =
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senior of Montemayor. .This division was to.
proceed by.the .road through the valleys,
where pasturage abounded. for the oxen which
drew the ordnance. ' - :

-.'The main body of the army was led by the-
klng. in person. It was divided into numerous
battalions, each commanded ‘by. some ' distin-
guished cavalier.. The king took' the rough
and perilous road.of the mountains; and few .
mountains are more rugged and difficult than
those of Andalusia. The roads are mere mule-
paths, straggling amidst rocks and along the
verge of precipices, clambering vast craggy
heights, or descending into frightful chasms
and ravines, with scanty and uncertain foot-
hold for either man or steed.. Four thousand

pioneers” were sent in advance, under the

alcayde de los Donzeles, to conquer, in' some
degree, the asperities of the road. Some
had pickaxes and crows, to break the rocks;

. some implements to-construct bridges over the

mountain torrents; while it was the duty of
others to. lay steppingstones in- the smaller
streams.- As the country was inhabited by
fierce Moorish mountaineers, Don Diego de
Castrillo was despatched, with a body of horse
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and foot, to take possession of the heights and
passes.. Notwithstanding every precaution, the
royal army suffered excessively on its march.
At one time, there was no place to encamp for

- five leagues of the most toilsome and moun-

tainous country, and many of the.beas‘ts of"
burden sank down and perished on the road.
- 1t was with the greatest joy, therefore, that
the royal army emerged from these stern
and frightful defiles, and came to where they
looked down upon the vega of Velez Malaga.
The region before them was one of the most
delectable to the eye that ever was ravaged
by an army. Sheltered from every rude blast
by a screen of mountains, and sloping and ex-
panding to the south, this lovely valley was

quickened by the most generous:sunshine,

watered by the silver meanderings of the
Velez, and refreshed by cooling breezes from
the Mediterranean. The sloping hills were
covered with vineyards and olive trees, the
distant fields waved with grain, or were ver-
dant with pasturage, while around the city
were delightful gardens, the favourite retreats

- of the Moors, where their .white pavilions

gleamed among groves of oranges, citrons,
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and pomegranates, and were surmounted by
stately palms, those plants of southern growth,

, bespeakmg a generous climate and a cloudless
sky. - :

In the upper part of thls delwhtf'ul valley
the city of Velez Malaga reared its warrior
battlements, in stern contrast to the landscape.:
It was built on the declivity of a steep and-
insulated hill, and strongly fortified by walls
and towers. The crest of the hill rose high
above the town into a mere crag, inaccessible
on every other side, and crowned by a power-
ful castle, which domineered over the sur-
rounding country. “Two suburbs swept down
into the valley, from the skirts of the town,
and were defended by bulwarks and deep
ditches. ‘The vast ranges of gray mountains,
often capped with clouds, which rose to the
North, were inhabited by a hardy and warlike
race, whose strong fortresses of Comares, Ca-
millas, Competa, and Benemarhorga frowned
down from cragged heights. - :

At the time that the Christian host arrwed-
in sight of this valley, a squadron was hovering

on the smooth sea before it, displaying the

banner of Castile.. This was commanded by.. |
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the Count of Trevento, and consisted of four

armed galleys, convoying a number of car ave]s, '

laden with supplies for the army. -

After surveying the ground, ng Ferdmand
encamped onthe-side of a mountain, which -

advanced close to ‘the city, and was the last
of a rugged sierra, or chain of heights, that
‘extended quite to ‘Granada. - On’ the sum-
mit .of this mountain, and overlooking  the
camp, was a Moorish town, powerfully :forti-
fied, called 'Bentomiz;and-whioh, from its vi-
. cinity, had béen considered capable of yielding

great assistance to Velez Malaga. - Several of.

the ‘generals remonstrated with the king for
" choosing ‘a post so exposed to assaults from
the mountaineers. Ferdinand replied, that he
should thus cut off all communication between

the town and ‘the city; and that, as to'the

danger, his soldiers must keep the more vi-
gllant guard against surprise. Fod

" King Ferdinand rode forth, attended by
several cavaliers, and a small number of cui-

rassiers, appointing the various stations of the

camp. : While a body of foot soldiers were
taking possession, as an advanced guard, of an
important height which overlooked the city,
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THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 9

- the king retired to a tent to take refreshment.

While at table, he was startled by a sudden

~ uproar, and, looking forth, beheld his soldiers
- flying before. a superior force of the enemy.

The king had on no other armour but a cui-
rass. Seizing a lance, however, he sprang upon
his horse, and galloped to.protect the fugitives,
followed by his handful of knights and cui-
rassiers.. When the Spaniards saw’ the king
hastening to their aid, they turned upon their

- pursuers. 'Ferdinand, in his eagerness, threw
* himself into the midst of the foe.. One of his
-grooms. was killed beside him; but before the
- Moor who:slew him_could escape, the king

transfixed him with his lance He then sought

‘to draw his sword, which hung’ at his saddle-

bow, but in vain. Never had he been exposed
to such peril: he was surrounded by’ the

enemy, without a weapon Whel‘BWltll to de-
fend himself. -

In this moment of awful Jeopardy, the Mar-

_.quls of Casz, the Count de Cabra, the Ade-

lantado of Murcia, with two other cavaliers,
named Garcilasso de la Vega and Diego de

“Atayde, came galloping to the scene of action,
- and, surrounding the king, made a loyal ram-
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part of their. bodies against the assaults of the

Moors. The horse of the marquis”was pierced -

by an arrow, and that worthy cavalier exposed
to imminent danger; but, with'the aid of his
valorous companions, he quickly put the ene-

my to flight, and pursued them Wlth slaughter

to the very gates of the city. _ ..
.. When these loyal warriors returned from

the pursuit, they remonstrated with the king =

for exposing his life in personal conflict, seeing
that he had so many valiant captains, whose
business it was to fight. . They reminded him,
*that the life of a prince was the life of his peo-
ple, and that many a brave army was lost by
the loss of its commander. They entreated him,
therefore,.in future to protect them with the
force of his mind ‘in ‘the cabinet, rather than
- of his arm in the field. - |

.. Ferdinand acknowledged the msdom of thelr
‘advice, but declared, that he could not see his
people in peril without venturing his person to

assist them: a reply, say the old chroniclers,_ |

which delighted the whole army, inasmuch as
they saw, that he not only governed them as a
godd_ king, but protected them as a valiant
| captain. - Ferdinand, however, was conscious

- O ——
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of the extreme peril to which he had been
exposed, and made a vow never again .to ven-
ture into battle without having h1s sword glrt
to his side*. % _- L4
'When this achievement of the king was re-
lated to Isabella, she trembled amidst her joy
at his safety; and afterwards, in memorial of
the event, she granted to Velez Malaga, as the

- arms of the city, the figure of the king on horse-

back, with a groom lying dead at his feet, and
the Moors flyingt. -~ . .
The camp was formed, but the artlllely was
yet on the road, advancing with infinite labour
at the rate of merely a league a day; for héavy
rains had. converted the streams of the valleys

_into’' raging torrents, and completely broken

up the roads. In the meantime King Ferdinand
ordered an assault on the suburbs of the city..
They were carried, after a sanguinary conflict
of six hours, in which many Christian cavaliers
were killed and wounded, and among the latter
Don Alvaro of Portugal, son of the Duke of
Braganza. The suburbs were then fortified

*® Illescas, Hist. Pontnf‘ hb vi. C. 20 Vedmar, Hlst
Velez Malaga. “
-+ Idem.
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towards the city with trenches and palisades;,
and garrisoned by a chosen force under Don
- Fadrique deé Toledo. . Other trenches were
digged round the city, and from the suburbs
to the royal camp, so as ta’'cut off all com-
munication with thé surrounding ¢ouintry.-
. Bodies of troops were also sent:to take pos-
session . of the mountain passes, by which the
supplies for the army had to be brought. The
mountains, however, were so steep and rugged,
and so full of defiles and lurking places, that
the Moors could sally forth-and retreat in per-

fect security, frequently sweeping down upon

Christian convoys, and bearing off both booty
and prisoners to their strong holds. Sometimes
the Moors would light fires at night on the
sides ‘of the ‘mountains, ‘which would be' an-
sweéred by fires from  the watchtowers and
fortresses. By these signals they would concert
assaults upon the Christian camp, which, in
consequence, was ‘obliged to be continually on
'the alert, and ready to fly to arms. ©

. King Ferdinand flattered himself, that the
mamfestauon of his force had struck sufficient

terror into the city, and that, by offers of cle- |

‘mency, it might be induced to cap1tulate He
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wrote a letter, therefore, to the commanders,
promising, in case of immediate surrender, that
all the inhabitants should be permitted to de-
part with their effects; but threatening them
with. fire and sword if they persisted in de-
fence. This letter was despatched by a cavalier
named Carvajal, who, putting it on the end of
a lance, gave it to the Moors who were on the
walls of the city. The commanders replied, that
the king was too noble and magnanimous to
put such a threat in execution, and that they
should not surrender, as .they knew the ar-
tillery could not be brought to the camp, and
they were promlsed succour by the 'kmg of
Granada. - s ; =l ;

[.At.the same time that he recelved thrs
reply, the king learned, that at the strong town

‘of Comares, upon a height about two leagues

distant from the camp, a large number of war-
riors had assembled from the Axarquia,.the
same mountains in which the Christian -cava-

- liers had. been massacred in the beginning of

the war; and that others were daily expected,
for this rugged sierra was capable of furmshng
fifteen thousand fighting men. .

. King Ferdinand felt that his army, thus
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disjointed and enclosed in an enemy’s country;,.
was in a perilous situation, and that the utmost
discipline and vigilance were necessary. = He
put the camp under the strictest regulations,
forbidding all gaming, blasphemy, or brawl,
and expelling all loose women, and their at-
teridant bully-ruffians, the usual fomenters of

riot and contention among soldiery. He or-

dered, that none should sally forth to skirmish
without permission from their commanders;
that nore should set fire to the woods on the
neighbouring mountains, and that all word of
security given to Moorish places or individuals
should be inviolably observed. These regula-
tions were enforced by severe penalties, and
_had such salutary effect, that, though a vast
host of various people was collected together,
not an opprobrious epithet was heard; nor a
' wea.pon drawn in quarrel. £
. In the mean time the cloud of war went on
gathering about the summits of the mountains:

‘multitudes of the fierce warriors of the sierra -
descended to the lower heights of Bentomiz,

which overhung the camp, intending to force
- their way into the city. A detachment. was
sent against them, which, after sharp fighting,

. e €
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drove them to the higher cliffs of the moun-
tain, where it was impossible to pursue them.

Ten days had elapsed since the encamp- .
ment of the army, yet still the artillery had
not arrived. The lombards and other heavy
ordnance were left, in despair, at Antequera;
the rest came groaning slowly through the
narrow valleys, which wére filled with long
trains of artillery and cars laden with munis
tions. At length part of the smaller ordnance
arrived within half a league of the camp, and
» the Christians were animated with the hopes
of soon being able to make a regular attack
upon the fortifications of the city. |
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CHAPTER XLVII .

: How King Fefdinand ‘and his army were exposed to
| imminent penl before Velez Malaga ’

WHILE the standard of the cross waved on
_the hills before Velez Malaga, and every
height and cliff bristled with hostile arms, the
civil war between the factions of the Alham-
bra and the Albaycin, or rather between El
Zagal and El Chlco, contlnued to convulse
the city of Granada. - ' ' %

The tidings of ‘the 'investment of Velez
Malaga at length roused the attention of the
old men and the alfaquis, whose heads were
~not heated by the daily broils. = They spread
themselves through the city, and endeavoured
to arouse the people to a sense of their com-
mon danger. | L

“ Why,” said they, “ continue these brawls
between brethren and kindred? What battles
are these, where even triumph is ignominious,
and the victor blushes and conceals his scars?
Behold the Christians ravaging the land won

¥
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' THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA., ~ 17

by the valour and blood of your forefathers,
dwelling in the houses they have built, sitting
under the trees they have planted, while your
brethren wander about, houseless”and deso-
late. Do you wish-to seek your real foe? He
is encamped- on.the mountain of Bentomiz.

Do you want a field for the display. of your

valour? You: Wlll find it. bef'ore the walls of
Velez Malaga.” - ..

. "When they had roused the spmt of' the
people, they made their way to the rival kings,
and addressed them with like remonstrances.
Hamel Aben Zarrex, the inspired santon, re-
proached El Zagal with his blind and senseless
ambition.. -« You are striving. to be. king,”
said: he bltterly, & yet suﬂ'er the klngdom to

| belost” wasy i - - o

. El Zacral found h1rnself in a perplexmg di-
lemma . He had a double wa_u' ‘to wage, withi
the "enemy’ without ‘and- the enemy within.
Should the Christians gain' possession of thé
seacoast; it would be 1'i1ir'lousfto; the kingdom;.
should he'leavé Granada to-oppose them, his
vacanit throne ‘miglt be. 'seized: on by his
nephew. He made a merit of necessity; and,.

pretending to yield to the remonstrances: of

VOL. II. ik C
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the alfaquis, endeavoured to.compromise with
Boabdil. @ He cx'pressed, deep concern at the:
daily losses of the'country', caused by the dis--
sensions of the capital; an,_opportunity now
presented itself to retrieve all by a blow. The
Christians had, in a manner; put themselves_
~in a tomb between the mountains 5 nothing
remained but to. throw the earth.upon them.
He offered to resign the title of king, to sub-
- mit to the government:of his nephew, and
fight under his standard;. all he desired was
to hasten to the relief of Velez Malaga, and
to take full vengearice on the Christians.: ..
- “Boabdil spurned his proposition as the arti-
fice of a hypocrite and a traitor. - ** How shall
I trust a man,” said he, “who has murdered
my father and my kindred by treacheéry, and
repeatedly sought my own l1f'e, both by vio-
lence and stratagem?” M H

. El.Zagal foamed with rage. and ‘vexation;
but there was mo time to be lost. . He was be-
set by the alfaquis and‘the nobles of his court;
~ the .youthful cavaliers were hot' for' action,
the common -people:loud in.their complaints
that the richest : cities' were abandoned to the
enemy. The old warrior ‘was naturally fond
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of fighting; hesaw also, that to Temain’inac-

tive would endanger both crown and kirigdom,

- whereas. a successful: blow: would secure-his

popularity in Granada. He had a much more

powerful force than his nephew, having lately

received reinforcements from Baza, Guadix,

and Almaria; he could march therefore with

a large force, and yet leave a strong garrison -
in the:Alhambra. - He formed his measures ac-

cordingly, and departed suddenly in the night,.
at the head of one thousand horse and twenty

thousand foot. He' took the -most unfre-

quented roads-along the chain of mountains

extending- from Granada to the - height ‘of
Bentomiz, and proceeded with such rapidity,
as 'to arrive there before King Ferdinand had

notice of his approach. - el

*. 'The- Christians wére alarmed one evening

by the sudden blazing of great fires on the

mountain, about the fortress of Bentomiz. By

the ruddy light they beheld- the flash ‘of wea-

pons and the array of troops, and ‘they heard

‘the distant sound of Moorish drums:and trum-

pets. ~The fires of Bentomiz were answered

by fires on the towers of Velez Malaga. - The -
shouts of “El Zagal! El Zagal!” echoed along

c2
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the cliffs and resounded from the city, and the
Christians found that' the old Warnor-klng of

-Granada ‘was on’ the mountam above their
-camp... o dumige ¥ gri P Toetre el M an By

The 5p111ts of' the Moors ‘were suddenly |
raised to .a pitch of the greatest exultation;
while: the Christians were astonished to 'see
this storm of war ready to 'burst upon thelr
heads. - The Count dé. Cabra_, with his accus-.
tomed. eagerness- when there was a-king in the

field, would fain have scaled. the lieiglits, and

attacked El Zagal before he had-time to form -
his camp; but Ferdinand, who was more cool

and 'wary, : -restrained him. ;To attack: 'the

height- would be to. abandon the siege: * He
ordered every one, therefore, to keep vigilant
watch at his post, and tostand ready to defend
it to_the_utmost, but on no account to sally
forth and attack the eneniy. Liaeiig

"All mght the sxgnal fires: kept blazmg along
the mountams, -rousing - and ammatmg the

- whole: country. ‘The morning sun fose ovel

the lofty-summit ‘of Bentomiz on a scéne. of
martial splendour. ~As its. rays. glanced down

“thé mountain, they lighted up the white tents
' of the Christian cavahers, cresting its..lower

Y e
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prominences,. their pénnons and ensigns flut-
tering .in the ‘morning 'breeze... The .sump-

“tuous. pavilion “of .the king, with the holy .

standard’ of the cross, and the royal banmers
‘of Castile and Arragon, “dominated the en-
campment. . Beyond lay the 'city, its lofty
- castle and. numerous towers. glistening with
arms; while above all, and just on the profile
of the height, in the full blaze .of the rising
sun, were descried the tents of the Moor, his
turbaned troops clustering about thém, and
his.infidel banners floating against_ the sky.
Columns of smoke rose where the night fire.
had blazed, and the ‘cl_a,sh “of @he_;,Mborish
cymbal, the bi‘ay of the trumpet, and the

neigh of steeds, were faintly heard from those
' diry heights... So pure and transparent is the
atinosphere in _this region, that every object
can be distinctly seen at a ;g'reat distance, and
the Christians were able to behold the for-
midable hosts of foes, that were ga!:hering,'on
the summits of the surrounding mountains..
. One of the first measures of the Moorish.
‘king was to detich a large force ‘uhder Rodo-
van de Vanegas, alcayde of Granada, to fall
upon the convoy of ordnance, which stretched
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for a great distance through.the mountain
- defiles. - Ferdinand .had anticipated- this. at-
‘tempt, and sent the commander of Leon with
a body of ‘horse and foot to reinforce the
master: of: Alcantara. El. Zagal, from his
- mountain height, beheld the detachment issue
from the camp; and immediately recalled Ro-
dovan de Vanegas.. The armies now remained
quiet for a time, the. Moor looking grimly
down upon the Christian camp, like a tiger
~ meditating a bound’ upon his prey. : The
" Christians were in fearful jeopardy ; a hostile
© city below them, a powerful army above them,
‘and on .every side mountams ﬁlled w1th im-
placable foes. L ' g
L After El Zagal had mdturely consulted the
- situation of the Christian camp, and informed
~himself of all Fhe passes of the mountain, he
conceived a plan to surprise the enemy, which:
" he ﬂattered hlm_self would ensure their ruin,
‘and perhaps the capture of King Ferdinand.
- He wrote a letter to the alcayde of the city,
commanding him,. in the dead of the night,
on a signal fire ‘being made from the ‘moun-.
' tain,___tb sally. forth: with all his ‘troop-s,' and
fall furiously upon' the camp. ~The king =
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would, ' at ‘the same time, rush down with
his army.from the mountain, and assail it on
the opposite side, - thus overwhelming ‘it at
the hour of deep repose.. This letter he de-

“spatched by-a renegado Christian, who knew
‘all ‘the secret roads of the country, ‘and; if

taken, could.pass himself for a Christian who

had escaped from captivity.

The fierce El Zagal, confident in the suc-
cess of his stratagem, looked down upon the
Christians as his devoted victims. As the.

“sun went down, and the long shadows of
~the mountains stretched across the vega, he
- pointed with exultation to the camp below,

apparently unconscious of the impending dan-
ger..- * Alla achbar!” exclaimed he, “ God
is great! Behold the unbelievers are delivered
into our hands: their king and choicest chi-
valry will soon be at our mercy. Now is the
time to show the courage of men, and by one
glorious victory.retrieve all that we have lost.

- Happy he who falls fighting in the cause of

the prophet: he will at once be transported
to the paradise of the faithful, and surrounded

by immortal houries! Happy he who shall
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- survive victorious: he will: behold .,Gl:ilfladla',
an earthly paradise, once more delivered from
its -foes, "and restored to.all its glory !” - The
words. of El Zagal were received ‘with. accla-

mations by his troops, who waited impatiently =

forthe appointed hour to pour- down from
their mountain hold upon the Christians:
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Result of the stratagem ot’ El Zagal to surpnse
- S ng Ferdmand | "

QUEEN ISABELLA and her court had re-
- mamed,at Cordova, in great anxiety for the
result: of the royal expedition.” Every day
- brought -tidings of. the difficulties: which at-
tended the transportatlon of the ordnance and
mumtlons, and of the crltical 31tuat10n of' the
army. ‘ A

the in thls state of anxious suspense; cou-
- riers  arrived with all speed from the frontiers,
bringing tidings of the sudden sally of El
Zagal from Granada to surprise the Christian
camp. All Cordova was in consternation.
‘The destruction .of the Andalusian chivalry
among the mountains of this very neighbour-
hood was® called to mind; it was feared, that
similar ruin was about to burst forth, from

rocks and precipices, upon Ferdinand and his
army. -

Queen Isabella. shared in the public alarm;
but it served to rouse all the energies of her
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‘heroic mind. Instead of uttering idle appre-
hensions, she sought only how to avert the
danger. She called upon all the men of An-
dalusia, under the age of seventy, to arm and
‘hasten to the rehef' of thelr sovereign; and -
she prepared to set out with the first levies. -
. The grand cardinal of Spain, old Pedro Gon-

- _zalez de Mendoza, in whom the piety of the

saint and the wisdom of the counsellor were

mingled with_the fire of the cavalier, offered

“high pay to all horsemen who would follow

‘him to-aid their king and the Christian cause ;

-and, buckling on armour, prepared to - lead
them to-the scene of danger. - HTH)

: The summons- of the’ queen "roused the

\ qulck Andalusian spirit. = Warriors, who had

long; since given up fighting, and had sent
their sons to battle, now seized the sword and
‘lance that were rusting on the wall, and mar-
-shalled forth their gray-headed ‘domestics and
their grandchildren for the field. - The great
dread was, that all aid would arrive too late. -

" El Zagal and his host had passed like a storm

through the mountains, and it was feared the
tempest had already burst upon the Christian
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In the mean whilethenight had closed, which
had been appointed by El Zagal for the exe-
~cution of his plan. - He had watched the last
- light of day expire, and all the Spanish camp
remained tranquil. - As the hours wore away,
the camp fires were gradually extinguished.
No .drum or trumpet sounded from below;
mnothing was heard but now and then the heavy
tread of troops, or the echoing tramp of horses,
the usual patroles of the camp, and the changes
of the guard. El Zagal restrained his own im-
‘patience, and that of his troops, until the night
~should be advanced, and the camp sunk in that
heavy sleep from which men are with difficulty
awakened, and, ‘when awakened, so prorie to
.be bewildered and dismayed. s
At length the appointed hour arrived. By
order of the Moorish king a bright flame sprung
up from the height of Bentomiz; but El Zagal
- looked in vain for the responding light from
the city. His impatience could brook no longer
delay: he ordered the advance of the army to
descend the mountain defile, and attack the
camp. . The defile was narrow, and overhung
by rocks. :As the troops proceeded, they came
suddenly, in a shadowy hollow, upon a dark
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tnass of Christian warriors.. Aloud shout burst
forth, and the Christians rushed to assail them.
The-Moors; surprised’ and -disconcerted, re-

 treated in confusion to the height. - "When El

Zagal heard.of a Christian force posted in the
defile, . he doubted some_counter plan of the
enemy. He gave orders to light the. mountain
fires..On a signal given, bnght flames sprung
| out on every height, from 'great-.pyres of wood
prepared for the purpose. Cliffblazed out after
_cliff; until the whole atmosphere was in a glow
| of furnace: light. The\'ruddy glare lit up the
gléns ‘and passes of the.mountains, and fell
~strongly. upon_the Christian camp, revealing
all -its tents,” and " every. post and’ bulwark.
Wherever El Zagal turned his eyes, hé belield
~ the light of his fires flashed back from cuirass,
and helm, and sparkling lance; he beheld a
grove of spears planted in every pass, every
assailable point.bristling with arms, and squa-
dronsof horse and foot, in battle array, awaltmg
his attack." et .
In‘fact, the letter of El Zag'll to the alcayde
of Velez Malaga had been intercepted by the
vigilant Ferdinand, and the. renegado mes-
senger ‘hanged, and secret measmes taken, |
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after the night had closed in, to give the enemy:
- a warm reception. * El Zagal saw that his plan.
of surprise was discovered and foiled: furious
with " dlsappomtment ‘he ordered his troops
forward to the attack.’ They rushed down the
defile with loud cries, but were again encoun-
tered by the mass of Christian warriors, being:
the advance guard of the army commanded
by Don Hurtado  de Mendoza, brother of the:
grand cardinal. The Moors were again re-
pulsed, ‘and retreated up the heights. ‘Don
Hurtado would have pursued them ; but the
~ ascent was steep and rugged, gnd"eésily, de-~
fended by the Moors.: A -sharp action was
kept “up‘ through the night with crossbows;:
darts, and arquebusses ; the cliffs echoed with
. deafening uproar, while the fires, blazing upon
the mountains, threw a lurid and uncertam
hght upon the scene. = ot E

“When the day dawned, and the Moors saw
that there was no coéperation from the city,
théy began to slacken in their ardour: they -
beheld also every pass of the mountain' filled
with Christian troops, and began to apprehend
an assault in return.” Just then King Ferdinand
sent the Mar_EIﬁis of Cadiz, with horse and foot;
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to seize upon a height occupied by a battalion:
- of the-enemy. The marquis assailed the Moors:
‘with his usual intrepidity, and soon put them
to flight.” The others, who were above, seeing
their companions flying, were seized with a
sudden alarm. - They threw down theéir arms.
and retreated: One of those unaccountable
~ panics which now and then seize upon great
bodies of people, and to which the light-spi-
rited Moors were very prone, now :spread
through the camp.. -They were terrified they

kniew not why, or at what. : They threw away.

* swords, lances, breastplates; crosshows; every:.
thing that could burden or impede their flight,
- and, spreading themselves wildly over: the
" 'mountains, fled beadlong down .the defiles. -
They fled, without pursuers; from the glimpse
~ of each other’s arms, from the -sound of each
other’s footsteps. Rodovan de Vanegas; the
brave alcayde of Granada, alone succeeded
- in collecting a body of the fugitives: he made
a circuit with them through the passes of the -
_ mountains, and, forcing his way across a weak
- part of the- Christian lines, galloped_ towards
Velez Malagzi._ " The rest of the Moorish host -

was completely scattered. In vain did El Zagal
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and his knights attempt to rally them; they
were left almost alone, and had to consult their:
own security by flight. The Marquis of Cadiz,
finding no opposition, ascended from height to.
height, cautiously reconnoitring,  and- fearful.
of somé stratagem or ambush. All, however,
was quiet. Hereached, with his men, the place
which the Moorish army had occupied: the,
heights were abandoned, and strewed with cui-
rasses, cimeters, crossbows, and other wea-
pons, His force was too small to pursue the
enemy, and he returned to the royal.camp
~laden with the spoils. |

King Ferdinand at first could not credit so
signal and miraculous a defeat. He suspected
some lurking stratagem. He ordered, there-
fore, that a strict watch should be maintained
throughout the camp, and every one be ready
for instant action. The following night a thou-
sand cavaliers and hidalgos kept guard about
the royal tent, as they had done for several
preceding nights, nor did the king relax this
vigilance, until he received certain intelligence
that the army was completely scattered, and
El Zagal flying in confusion. - "

The tidings of this rout, and of the safety
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of the Christian 'arxﬁy,- arrived at Cordova just:
as the reinforcements were on the point of
‘setting out. The anxiety and alarm-of the
queen and the public were turned to transports
of joy and gratitude. The forces were dis-
banded, solemn. processions. were made, and

- TeDeums chanted in the churches for so signal |

a victory.
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' CHAPTER XLIX.

‘How the p:eople: of Graqadé.-i'e‘varded the valour‘ |
S of El Zagal.- ' il g

TaE daring spirit of the old warrior, Muléy
Abdalla el Zagal, in sallying forth to defend
his territories, while he left an armed rival in
* his capital, had struck the people of Granada
~with admiration. They recalled his former
exploits, and again anticipated some  hardy
achievement from his furious valour. Couriers
from the army reported its formidable position
on the height of Bentomiz. TFor a time there
was a pause in the bloody commotions of the
city ; all attention was turned to the blow about
to be struck at the Christian camp. The same
considerations, which diffused anxiety and ter-
~ ror through Cordova, swelled every bosom with -
exulting confidence in Granada. The Moors
expected to hear of another massacre, like that
in the mountdins of Malaga. ¢ El Zagal has
again enfrapped the enemy!” “'?'35 the cry.

VOL. IL. e D
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« The power of the unbelievers is about to be
struck to the heart; and we shall soon see the.
- Christian king led captive to the capital!” Thus
the name of El Zagal was on every tongue.
He was extolled as the saviour of the country,
the only one worthy. of wearing the. Moorish
crown. Boabdil was reviled as basely remaining:
passive while his country was invaded; and so
violent became ‘the .clamour . of the:populace,.
that his adherents trembled for his safety. :
;' While the people of: Granada  were .impa--
_tiently looking for tidings- of the anticipated
victory, scattered. horsemen .cameé. spurring
across the vega.: They were fugitives from
the Moorish army, and brought the first:in-
coherent account - of its. defeat, = Every one
who attempted to. tell the:tale. of* this ‘un-.
“accountable ‘panic- and dispersion: was -as: if
bewildered by the broken ‘recollection of some -
frightful dream. .He knew: not how: or why:

it:came to pass. . He talked of a battle in the

.. night ‘among : rocks and. precipices, by the-
- glare- of - bale-fires ; of multitudes of .armed

foes in.every pass, seen by gleams and flashes; -
. of the sudden horror that seized upon the :
 army- at -daybreak, - its :headlong flight and-
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total dispersion.. Hour after hour the- arrival
of other fugitives confirmed the story. of ruin
and disgrace.
- In proportion-to their recent vaunting was
the humiliation that now fell upon the people
of Granada. “There was a universal burqt
not of grief, but indignation. AR
- They confounded the leader with the army;
the deserted with those ‘who ‘had abandoned
him ; and El Zagal, from being their idol, be-
‘came the object of their execration. He had
sacrificed - the army; he had disgraced the
nation ; ‘he'-had betrayed the country.  He
was a dastard, a traltor he was: unworthy to
relgn' I R R |
'On a sudden, one :among ‘the multitude
cried out, *“ Long live Boabdil el Chico !” The
éry ‘was echoed onall sides,.and évery one
~ shouted, “ Long-live Boabdil el Chico! long
live thelegitimate king of Granada! and death
to all usurpers!”' “In the excitement of the
moment they thronged to the albaycin, and
those, who' had lately besieged Boabdil with
arms, now surrounded his palace with accla-
mations. * The keys of the city and of all the
fortresses were laid at his feet ; he was borne
D 2



86 .7 'ACHRONICLE OF = ‘%

_in state to the Alhambra, and onceémore seated,
with all- due ceremony, on thei_thrdne. ef his
- ancestors. . ' ERECG
Boabdll had ‘by. th1s time: become SO ac-
- customed: to be crowned and ; uncrowned. by
the multitude, : that he put’ no gréat. faith'in .
the duration of their loyalty.  He knew, that
he was surfounded by_ hollow hearts, and that
most of the courtiers of the Alliambra were
~ secretly devoted ‘to his uncle. ; He ascended
“the throne as the rlghtﬁll soverelgn, who had
been dlspossessed of it by usurpation, and he
“ordered the heads of four;of the: prmmpal
" 'nobles to be struck; off; who. had, been, most
zealous in support of the usurper. Executions

~of this kind. were matters of courseon ‘any

change of Moorish government ; and Boabdil
was extolled for his moderation and humanity,,
in being content with so’small a: sacrifice,
_The'.fzictions' were ,'aweql__into obedience ; the
p(')pﬁlace, delighted with any chano'e, extolled
Boabdﬂ to ‘the skies, and the name, of Muley
.Abdal]a el Zagal ‘was f'or 4 time a by-word
lof szorn and opprobrium throughout the city,

. Never was any commander more astonished

:__._.-and -confounded by a. sudden reverse than," '

T
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* El Zagal” The evening had seeni him with a

powerful ‘army: at'.his' command, his enemy
\{vit’hin\ his grasp, and victory: about t6 cover
him ‘with glory, ‘and to consolidate his power.
The morning beheld him-a fugitive. among
the mountains; his army, his prosperity, - his
power, all dispelled he knew-not how ; gone
like a dream of the _hight. In vain had he
tried to stem the headlong flight of the soldiery.
He saw his squadrons breaking and dispersing

.among the cliffs of the mountains, until, of all

his host, only a handful of cavaliers remained
faithful to him. With these he made a gloomy
retreat towards Granada, but with a heart full
of forebo_ding. When he drew near the city,
he paused on the banks of the Xenil, and sent
forlt'h scouts to collect intelligence. They re-
turned with dejected countenances. ¢ The
gates of Granada,” said they, ‘“are closed
against you. The banner of Boabdil ﬂoats on
the tower of the Alhambra.”

El Zagal turned his steed, and departed in
silence. He retreated to the town of Almu-
necar, and from thence to Almeria, places
which still remained faithful to him. Restless
and uneasy at being so distant from the ca-
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pital, he again changed his abode and.repaired
to the city of Guadix, within: a few leagues of
Granada. . Here he remained, endeavouring
to rally his forces, and preparing to avail him-
self of any change .in the ﬂuctuatmg pohtlcs

of the metropolis, i .= =z 72 brinain v 6d!
X
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' CHAPTER L.

. Surrender of Velez Malaga, and other places. = .
THE ﬁeol')le. of -V_eléz: Mﬁlaga!".liavd "béheiﬂ
the camp of Muley Abdalla el Zagal covering
the summit of Bentomiz, arjd‘ glittering in the

last rays of the setting sun. During the night
they had been alarmed and perplexed by signal

- fires on the mountain, and by the  distant

sound of battle. - When the morning broke,
the Moorish army had vanished as if by en-
chantment. While the inhabitants were lost

“in wonder and conjecture, a body of cavalry,

the fragment of the army saved by Rodovan
de Vanegas, the brave alcayde of Granada,
came galloping to the gates.. The tidings of
the strange discomfiture of the host filled the
city with consternation; but Rodovan exhorted
the people to continue their resistance. He

- was devoted to El Zagal, and confident in his

skill and prowess ; and felt assured, that he
would soon collect his scattered forces, and
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return with fresh troops from Granada. = The
people were comforted by the words and.en-

" couraged by the presence of Rodovan, and

they had still a lingering hope, that the heavy-
artillery of the Christians mlght be locked up
in the impassable -defiles of the 'mountains..
This hope was soon at an end. The very
“mnext day they beheld long laborious” lines
of ordnance slowly movmg into the. Spamsh
camp ; lombards, r1badoqumes, catapultas, and
cars laden. with mumtlons while the escort,
under the brave master of Alcantam, wheeled
in great battalions into the camp, to augment
the force of the beswgers |
. The mtelhgence, that Granada had shut its
gates agamst El Zagal, and that no reinforce-
-ments were to be’ expected completed the
despair of the inhabitants'; even Rodovan him-
self lost conﬁdence, and advised capltulatlon.
The terms were airanged. between' the
alcayde and the noble Count- de Cipientes.
The latter had been prisoner of Rodovan- at
Granada, who had treatéd him with chwalrous
courtesy They had conceived a mutual esteem ;
for each other, and met as ancient friends. -
. Ferdinand granted favourable conditions; _fo;j
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he was eager to proceed against Malaga. The
inhabitants were permitted to depart with
their effects, except their arms; and to reside, -
if they chose it, in Spain, in any place distant
from the sea.. - One hundred and twenty
Christians of both sexes were rescued from
captivity by the surrender of Velez: Malaga,
and were sent to Cordova, where they were
received with, great tenderness by the queen,
and her daughter the Infanta Isabella, in the
famous cathedral, in the midst of pubhc re-
JOIClngS for the victory. 7 :
- The capture of Velez M alaga was f'ollowed
by the surrender of Bentomiz, Comares, and
all the towns and fortresses of the Axarquia,
which ‘were strongly garrisoned, and discreet
and valiant cavaliers appointed as their al-
caydes. - The inhabitants of nearly forty towns.
of the Alpuzarra mountains also sent deputa~
tions to the Castilian sovereigns, taking the
oath of a]leglance as Mudchares, or Moslem
, vassals. - . TP :
About the same time came letters from
Boabdﬂ el Chico, announcing .to_the soves
reigns the revolution of Granada in his favour.
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‘He: solicited kindness. and- protection for the

inhabitants who had returned to. their alle-

~giance, and for those of all other places:which
- should renounce: allegiance . to his uncle. . ‘By

this means,  he observed, the whole kingdom
of Granada would soon be induced. to. acknow-
ledge his:sway, and would be held by him in

 faithful vassalage to the Castilian crown.. ... -

. The catholic sovereigns complied with his
request. - Protection was immediately extended
to the inhabitants. of  Granada, ' permitting

" them to cultivate their fields -in peace, 'and

to trade with the Christian territories in ‘all

- articles excepting arms, being provided ‘with

letters of surety from some Christian captain
or‘alcayde . The same favour was promised
to.all . other places ;that within six' months
should: renounce El Zagal, and come ~under

~ allegiance to the.younger king. - Should they -
~ not do so within that time, the sovereigns

threatened: to make war upon them, and con-
quer them for themselves. This measure had
a great-effect ‘in mducmg many to retum to

s | the standard: of Boabdil.

-~ Having made-every necessary -ar-rarigemént
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for the government and security of the newly
conquered - territory, Ferdinand turned his

- attention to the great object of his campalgn,
the reduction of Malaga.
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CHAPTER LI & - o=
Of the city of Malaga and its inhabitants.

THE city of Malaga lies in the lap of a
fertile valley, surrounded by mountains, ex-
cepting on the part which lies open to the
sea. As it was one of the most important, so it
was one of the strongest cities of the Moorish
kingdom. It was fortified by walls of pro-
digious strength, studded with a great num.
ber of huge towers. On the land side it was
protected by a natural barrier of mountains,
and, on the other, 'the waves of the Medi-
terranean beat against the foundations of its
massive bulwarks. RS |

At one end of the city, near the sea, on a
high mound, stood the alcazaba or citadel, a
fortress of great strength. Immediately above
this rose a steep and rocky mount, on the top

of which, in old times had been a pharos, or
lighthouse, from which the height derived

e
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its name of Gibralfaro¥*. It was at present’
crowned by -an immense castle, which, from"
its lofty and cragged situation, its vast walls
and mighty towers, was deemed impregnable.
It communicated with the alcazaba by a

covered way, six paces broad, leading down- |

between two walls, along the profile or ridge
of the rock. - The castle of Gibralfaro com-
manded both citadel and city, and was capable,
if both were taken, of malntalmng a siege. -

- Twolarge suburbs ad301ned the city: in the
one towards the sea were dwellmg-houses of
the most opulent inhabitants, adorned with
hangmg gardens the other, on the land side;
was thickly peopled, and surrounded by strong
walls and’ towers. ok - 5

Malaga possessed a brave and numerous
gamson, and the common people were active,
hardy, and reso]ute but the city wasrich and

| commerc1al “and under the habitual control

of nimerous opulent merchants, who dreaded

‘the ruinous consequences of a siege... They

-

were httl_g zealous for the warlike -renoivn of

T *A corruptlon of Glbel-fano, the hill of the ]Jght-
house B



46 .* ' A CHRONICLE OF: - -: =

their city; and longed rather to: participate in-
the enviable security of property, and .the.
lucrative: privileges - of safe traffic:with' the
Christianterritories, granted to all places which -
declared. for:Boabdil.. ‘At the head of these-
gainful citizens was Ali Dordux;. a ‘mighty
mérchant, of: uncounted wealth,  whose ships -
traded to every port of the Levant, and whose '

word -was-a law in Malaga. =

Ali Dordux assembled the most opulent and_
important of his commercial brethren, - and .

they repaired in a_body. to- the. alcazaba,

where they were received by the alcayde, Al-
bozen Connexa, with that deference generally--
shown to men of their great local dignity and
power of purse. Ali Dordux was ample and |
stately in his form, and fluent and emphatlc_'
in his discourse... His eloquence had an effect, -
therefore, upon the alcayde, as he represented -

~ the ;-hopel_essn:e,ss of a defence of Malaga,. the . -
. misery-that must attend a siege, and the ruin .
~ that must follow a capture by force of arms. .
~On the other hand, he set forth the grace that -
might be obtained from the Castilian sove- -
reigns by an'early and voluntary acknowledg- . .
ment of Boabdil as king, the pez;.cefuljposi G
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session ‘of . their property, -and: the profitable
commerce with the Christian ports that would

be allowed:them. . He was seconded by: his
- welghty and: important coadjutors;-and . the
alcayde, accustomed to regard them ‘as the
arbiters. of the affairs of the. place, yielded to -
their.-united counsels: . He ‘departed, ‘there-
- fore, with all speed to the Christian camp, em-
powered to arrange a. capitulation with the

Castilian' honarch, and in the mean time his

brother remained in command of the alcazaba.
" 'There was, at this time, as‘alcayde, in the °
old crag-built castle of Gibralfaro, a warlike |
and fiery. Moor, an. mplacable enemy of the -
Christians. ' This was no other-than  Hamet
1 Zeli, surnamed E! Zegri, the once’ “formidable
alcayde of Ronda, and the terror of its moun- =
tains. - He had never forgiven the capture of -
- his favourite fortress, and panted for vengeance -
on the Christians.© Notwithstanding his re- -
verses, he had retained the favour of El Zagal, -

who knew how to appreciate a bold warrior of

the kind, and had ‘placed him in command of -

this important fortress of Gibralfaro.

‘Hamet el Zegri had gathered round: hun

the remnant of his band of. Gomeres, with -

P e e 2
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others of thé same tribe. ‘These. ﬁerce Wwar-
riors were nestled, like so manjy. wal-hawks,

‘about "their : lofty cliff.” . They .looked down

with martlal contempt upon the commerc:lal_

city of Malaga, which: they were placed to
protect; or rather, they esteemed it only for

. its military 1mportance and its capabﬂlty of

defence. Tliey held no.communion “With. its
- trading, - gainful inhabitants, and even con-

~sidered the garrison’ of the alcazaba as their
1nfer10rs . War was their puisuit and passion;

~they Tejoiced in. its turbulent and perilous

scenes; and, confident in the str ength of the

city, and, above all, of their castle, they set

at deﬂance the menace of Christian invasion,

There were among them, also, many. apostate
M001s, who had once embraced Chustlamty,

but had since recanted, and had fled from the -
~vengeance _of _ the . 1nqu131t10n T hese were
desperadoes, who ‘had no mercy to expect
should | they agam fall into- the’ hands of the-”

en emy. -

Such were the herce elements of' the galrl-
son of Gibralfaro; and its rage may easﬂy be

| conceived at. hearmg, that Malaga. was to be e

~ given up w1thout a blow that- they were- to* S0

e~
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- ‘sink’into. Christian vassals, under the inter-

mediate sway of Boabdil el Chico, and that |
the alcayde of the alcazaba had departed to
arrange the terms of capltulatlon LB
Hamet el Zegm determined  to avert, by
desperate means, the threatened degradatlon.
He knew that there was a large party in the -
city faithful to El Zagal, being composed of
warlike men, who had. taken refuge from the
various mountain towns which had been-cap:
tured. : Their feelings were desperate as their.
fortunes, 'and, like Hamet, they -panted :for
revenge upon the “Christians. « With these h:e
had a _secret conference; and, recewed as-
surances -of their adherence ‘to him in any
measures of defence. As to the council *of

the peaceful mhabltants, he considered it un:

worthy the; consuleratwn of a soldier, ‘and hé
spurned at the interference of the wealthy -
merchant; Ali Dordux, in matters of warfare.-
- "¢ Still;” said Hamiet el Zegrl, <let-us plO-

ceed regularly.” “So he ‘descended with his .
Gomeres to the citadel, entered 1t-suddenly,-
put to death the brother of the"a]c‘ayde‘ and

such of the garrison -as made any demur; -

and then summoned: the pnnmpal 1nhab1tants

VOL II. E
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to delibérate on measures for the welf'are of
- the city*. e BT
The wealthy merchants agam mounted to
the citadel, excepting ‘Ali Dordux, who re-
fused to obey the summons. - They-entered
- with hearts filled with awe, for they found
Hamet surrounded. by his grim African guard,
and all the array of military power, and they
beheld ‘the bloody fraces of the recent mas--_
sacre... . .- st ahlE
Hamet el Zegn ro]led a da.rk and sear chmg'
“eye upon the assembly. ¢ Who,” said he,
“is loyal and devoted to Muley Abdalla. el
Zagal?” Every onepresent asserted his loyalty.
“ Good!” said-Hamet, *“ and who'is ready to
- prove his devotion to his sovereign by defend- .

‘ing this his important city to the last ex- e

_tremity ?” Every one present expressed his ..
readiness. ¢ Enough,” observed Hamet: ¢ the
alcayde, Albozen Connexa, has proved himself
a traitor to his sovereign and to you all; for
he has conspu'ed to deliver the place to the
Christians. = It behoves you to choose some
other commander, capable of defending your -

. city -against. the. approaching- enermy.” ” The

.. * Cura de los Palacms, ¢ 82
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assembly ‘déclared unanimously, ‘that - there
could be none so worthy of the command as
himself. - So Hamet el Zegri'was appointed

alcayde of Malaga, and immediately proceeded
to man the forts and towns with his partisans,

“and to make every preparatlon for a despera,te

resistance. ¢
Intelligence of thesé: occurrences put an
end to the negotiations between King Fer-
dinand and the superseded alcayde Albozen
Connexa, and it was supposed.there was no

_alternative but to lay siege to the place: *The
‘Marquis of Cadiz, however, found at Velez a

Moorish cavalier of some: note, a- native of
Malaga, who offered to. tamper with Hamet
el Zegri for the surrender of the city; or, at
least, of the castle of Gibralfaro. The mar-
quis communicated this to the king. “I put
this business and the key of my treasury into-
your hand,” said Ferdinand: s act, stlpulate,
and disburse, in my name, as yon thmk'-
proper.” ' . .

The marquis armed the Moor with hlS own
lance, cuirass, and target, and mounted him on
one of his-own hoises. He -‘é'qliipped'i also, in
s:mllzu style, another Moor, hlS compamon

‘2
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and ‘relation. - "They bore ’secret letters to
Hamet f'rom the marqms, oﬁ“ermg h1m ‘the

town of Coin in perpetual mhentance, and
four thousand doblas in "gold, if he would de- T
llver up. Glbralfaro together W1th large sums =

to be- dlstrlbuted among ‘his officers and sol-
diers; and he held out unlimited rewards for,
the surrender of the city*, FLI T
.. Hamet had a warrior’s admlratlon for the_
Marqms of Cadiz, and received his essengers
with - _courtesy,” in his fortress of- G1bralfaro ;
He ‘even listened to -their. propositions: with
patience; and, dlsmlssed them in safety; though
with an absolute ref'usal The marquls thought
his reply was not so peremptory as to discou: -
rage another. effort, - . The emissaries; were de- |
spatched theref'ore, a second time;. Wlth fu1- g
ther: propositions. - They approached Malaga' <
in _the night;- but found: the guards doubled,

=

| patroles abroad, and the whole place on, the :

'only saved themselyes by the: ﬂeetness of' thelr
steeds, and their knowledge of the passes of
the mountams.‘” ol - S

. Finding all attempts to tamper W1th the '

‘ Cura de los Palacios, -c. 82
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faith of Hamet el Zegri utterly futile, King
Ferdinand publicly summoned the city to sur-
render; offering the most fayourable terms in
case of immediate compliance; but threatening
captivity to all the mhabrtents in.case’ of re-
) sistance. :

- 'The message was délivered in presence “of
the prfncrpal 1nhab1tants who, however, were
too muich in awe of the stern alcayde to utter
a word. Hamet el Zegri then rose haughtily,
and replied, that the city of Malaga had not -
been conﬁded to him to be surrendered; but
defended ; ‘and the kmg should witness how
he acqultted h1mse1f of his charge* ML

The - messengers returned ‘with formrdable
accounts of the force of ‘the 'garrison,: thé
strength of the fortifications, and ‘the ‘deter-
mined spirit of the commander and his men.
The 'king" inlfriediateljr- ‘sent orders to- have
the heavy artlllery forwarded from Antequera. 3

and, on the seventh of May, marched wrth h1s |
arrny towards Ma]aga Sl s Oty

* Pulgar, part m cap. 74
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CHAPTER LII

Advance of King Ferdinand against Malaga T

E - THE army;of Ferdmand-_advanced-_ in length- .

ened line, glittering along the foot of the
mountains which border the Mediterranean ;
while a fleet of vessels, freighted with: heavy

afi;illgfy and warlike munitions, kept pace with
' it, at a short distance from the land, covering
the sea with a thousand gleaming sails. . 'When
Hamet el Zegri saw this force approaching,

 he set fire to the houses of the suburbs which

adjoined ‘the walls, and sent forth three bat-

talions to encounter the advance guard of the i i

~ enemy. - SRS . R
. The Chrlstlan army drew near to the cn;y at

.. that end where the castle and rocky height of

- Gibralfaro defend -the seabord. Immediaf,ely

opposite to the castle, and about two bow-shots’ |
distance, and between it and the high chain of
~ mountains, was a steep and rocky hill, com- -

manding a pass through which the Christians

~must march to penetrate to the vega, and

i T T R
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surround -thelcity_.- Hzimet-el"Zegri‘ordered o

‘the three battalions to take their. stations, one
on this hill, another in the pass: near: the |
- castle; and a third on the side of the rﬁéuntain

near-the sea.. |

A body of Spamsh foot soldlers of' the ad-
vance guard; sturdy mountaineers: of Gallicia,
sprang: forward to climb the side of the height
next the sea; at the same time a number of
cavaliers and hidalgos. of the royal household
attacked .the Moors who guarded ‘the ‘pass
—below. "The Moors defended their posts with
obstinate valour. 'The ' Gallicians were re-
peatedly overpowered and driven down :the
hill, but as often rallied; and, being reinforced

by the hidalgos and cavaliers, returned to.the

assault. This obstinate struggle lasted for six
hours. The strife was of a deadly kind, not
- merely with. crossbows and arquebuses, but
~ hand to hand, with swords and daggers: no

quarter was claimed or given on either side: '

they fought not to make captives, but to. s]ay A
It was but the advance guard of the Christian -
army that was engaged : so narrow was the pass
“along the coast, that the army could proceed
only in file. Horse and foot, and beasts of bur-
den, were crowded one upon anothe'r,'_imp eding
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éach ‘otheér, and blocking up the narrow and.
rugged defile. | The soldiers heard the uproar
of the battle, the sound of trumpets, and the
~ war cries of the Moors, but tried in vain to
press forward to the assistance of their com-
pamons e 55 e e G ; -
At length a body of foot—soldmrs of the Holy
B1 otherhood climbed, with great difficulty, the
steep ‘side of the mountain which overhung
the ‘pass, ‘and advanced with 'seven ‘banners
displayed.  The Moors, seeing this force above

,' _ them, abandoned the pass in-despair.

.«The, battl_e was still raging on the height.
‘The Gallicians; though supported by Castilian
_troops, under Don Hurtado'de Mendoza and
Garcilasso de la Vega, were severely pressed,
and roughly handled by the Moors. :At.length
~ a.bravé; stindard-bearer, Luys Mizedo by
name, ‘threw ‘himself into’ the: midst of the
enemy, and planted his banner on the sﬁr’nmit
The Gallicians and Castlllans, stimulated by

~ this noble self devotwn, followed him, fighting

“desperately, and the Moors were at: length
~ driven to their. castle of Gibralfaro®, .7 = +:

** . This important height being taken, the Pass ¥

+, 24, * Pulgar, Cronica. -
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lay open to the army : but by this time evening

was advancing, and the host was too weary
and exhausted to seek proper situations for the

encampment. ‘The: king, attended by several_
grandees and cavaliers, went the rounds: at

night, stationing outposts towards the city, -
and ;guards’and. patroles to. give the dlarm on
the least movement of the enemy. . All night

‘the Christians lay upon their arms, lest there

‘should be some attempt to sally forth and attack
: them.

..When the mormng dawned the kmg gazed "

| wrth admiration at thls city, which he hoped

soon to add to hlS dominions. - It was sur-
rounded on one side by. vmeyards gardens, g

. "and orchards,” which covered the hills - with

verdure;. on. the other side its walls were
bathed by the, sm_ooth and tranqml sea. . Its
vast ‘and lofty towers and’ prodigious castles

- showed the labours of magnanimous ‘men, in

former times, to, protect their favourite abode. .
Hangmg gardens, groves of oranges, citrons,
and pomegranates, with tall cedars and state]y £
palms, were mmg]ed with the stern battle-
ments and towers, bespeaking the. opulence'

| and luxuly that relgned wlthm. S eE
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. Inthe mean time the Christian army poured

through the pass, and throwing out its columns,
and extending its lines, took possession of every
vantage-ground around the city. King Fer-

. dinand surveyed the ground, and appointed =

the stations of the different commanders.

. The important. mount, which had cost so
evident a struggle, and which faced the power-
- ful fortress of Gibralfaro, was given in charge

to Roderigo Ponce de Leon, the Marquis of =
Cadiz, who in all sieges claimed the post of -
danger. He had several noble cavaliers, with

their.retainers, in. his encampment, which con-

~ sisted of fifteen hundred horse, and fourteen

thousand foot; and extended from the summit

of the mount to the margin of the sea, com-

- pletely. blocking up the approach: to the. city
~on that side.” : From this post.a line of en-
- campments extended ‘quite round the city to
‘the seabord, fortified by bulwarks and ‘deep
ditches; while a fleet of armed ships and galleys

stretched before the harbour, so that the place
_ was completely invested by sea and land. The
various parts of the valley now resounded with

. the din of preparation, and were filled- with
- artificers preparing” warlike enginés and mu-
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- nitions; armourefs arid- smiths, with glowmg'
forges and deafening hammers ; carpenters and
engineers constructing machines wherewith to-
assail the walls; stonecutters shaping “stone
balls for the ordnance;.and burners of charcoal
preparing fuel for thée furnaces and forges.
- When the encampment. Was:formed,' the
heavy-ordnance was landed froni the ships; and |
mounted in various parts of the camp. - Five
- huge lombards were placed on the mount, com-
~manded by the Marquis of Cadiz, so as to bear
upon the castle of Gibralfaro. i
- The Moors made strentuous efforts to 1mpede :
 these preparations. . ‘A heavy fire was kept up
from their ordnance upon the men employed
- in digging trenches or constructing batteries,

so that the latter had to work principallyin i

the night. The royal tents had been stationed
conspicuously and within reach of the Moorish
batteries, but were so warmly assailed that
they had to be removed behind a hill. - __
- When the works were completed, the Chris-
tian batteries opened in return, and kept up
a tremendous cannonade, while the fleet, ap-'

- proaching the land, assailed the mty v1g01 ously_ .
- on the opposite side. -y '
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T At It was a ‘glorious and delectable sight, ob:
. gerves Fray Antonio Agapida, to behold this
.infidel city thus surrounded by sea and land

- by a mighty Chr1st1an force. Every mound in
. its circuit was, as it were, a little city of tents,

bearing the standard ‘of some renowned ca-

tholic warrior. - Besides the wrlike ships and
galleys which lay before the. place, the sea was

covered with innumerable saﬂs, 'passing and
~ repassing, appearing anddisappearing, being
. ~engaged in bringing. supplies for the subsist-
__ence of the army. It would have seemed a
vast spectacle contrived to recreate the eye,
had not the volleying bursts of flame and smoke
from the ships, which appeared to lie asleep

. on'the.quiet sea, and the thunder of ordnance

from camp and city, from tower and battle-

~_ inent; told the deadly warfare that was waging.

;. ‘At night the scene was far'more direful than
'in the day. The cheerful light of the sun was
gone; there :was’ nothing' but the flashes of

artilléry, or the baleful gleams. of combustibles

‘thrown into the city, and the conflagration of

L the houses. The fire kept up from the Christian

. batteries was incessant; there were seven great

' lombards, in par tlcular, called the Seven Sisters -

o A
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of Ximenes, which did tremendous execution. |
"The Moorish ordnance replied in thunder from
‘the walls; Gibralfaro was wrapped in volumes . *
of smoke, rolling about its base; and Hamet
el Zegri and his Gomeres looked out with
triumph upon the tempest of war they had
awakened. ¢ Truly they were so many demons
incarnaté,’?,says_ the’ pious Fray Antonio Aga-
padi, «“who were permitted. by. Heaven. to,
enter into and possess this infidel city forits - ;
pérdition.’f IR At S Moo A B 0 ST g
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© CHAPTER LuL =~

'Sie'géofMelafga:" i

.. THE attack on Malaga by sea and land was

kept up for several days with tremendous
violence, but without producing any great im-

" pression, so strong were the ancient.bulwarks
- of the city. The Count de Cifuentes was the -

- first to signalize himself by any noted achieve-
ment. A main tower of the suburb had been
shattered by the ordnance, and the battlements

demolished, so as to yield no shelter to its de-
fenders. Seeing this, the count assembled a-
ga]lant band of cavaliers of the r oyal household,

- and advanced to take it by storm. They ap-

- phed scaling ladders, and mounted, sword in

" hand. The Moors, havmg no longer battle-

ments to protect them, descended to a lower
- floor, and made furious resistance from the
windows and loopholes. They poured down
~boiling pitch and rosin, and hurled stones and

~ darts and arrows on the assailants, - Many of =
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" the Christians ‘were slain; their ladders were
destroyed by flaming combustibles, -and the
- count was obliged to rétreat from before the
tower. On the following day he renewed the
attack with superior force, and, after a severe
comba.t succeeded -in’ planting his v1ctor1ous
banner on the tower. . g
The Moors now assailed the tower in. theu ,_
turn. They undermined the part towards the -
city, placed props of wood underthe foundation, -
and, setting fire to them, drew off to a distance. -
In a little while the props gave way, the '
foundation sank, the tower was rent, part of -
its wall fell with-a tremendous noise; many of
the Christians were thrown out headlong, and
the rest were laid open to. the mxssﬂes of the |
enemy. ’ N
- By this time, :however, a breach had been -
made .in the wall. adjoining the tower, and
troops poured in to the assistance of their com-
rades. A continued battle was kept up for two .
days and a night by reinforcements from camp
and city. ' The parties fought backwards and
forwards through the breach of the wall, with -
alternate success, and the. vicinity of the town
- was strewed with the dead and: wounded. : At
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length the Moors gradually gave way, disputing
every inch of ground, until they were driven
~ info ‘the city; and the Christians 'remained.
masters of the greater part of ‘the suburb::

-~ This partial success,” though gained Wlth |
great toil and bloodshed; gave temporary ‘ani-.
" mation to the Christians.: They .5oon found _
however; that the attack on the marn works of' |
‘the’ crty was 4 much moré arduous. task The
garrzson contained vetérans who had ser ved in,

‘many of the towns. captured by the Chustlans ,
~ They. were no longer ¢onfounded and drsmayed
by the- battermg ordnance 'and other strange
. ‘engines of f'orergn invention; and had become

éxpert in’ parfying their” effects, in’ reparrmg -

_' breaches, and erecting counterworks _
" The Christians, accustomed of late to speedy
conquests of: Moorrsh fortresses, became im-
patrent of the slow - progréss of the siége. Many |
- were apprehenswe of a scarmty of provrsrons,
from the difficulty .of sub51st1ng 50 numerous a
host in the heart of the enemies’ country, Where
it was necessary to transport supplies across
rugged and hostrle mountams, or subJected to |
the uncertainties of the seas. . Many were also

alarmed at a pestrlence whrch broke out m the LT
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i nelghbourma villages,- and some Wére S0 Over:
~ come: by'these apprehensmns, as fo abandon :
the camp, and return to-their: homes

- ‘Several -of thé loose and worthless hangers-
on, that infest all great armies; hearmg these
murmurs, thought- that. the ‘siege ‘would soon
be raised, and deserted to the enemy;, hopiiig
to make their fortunes. They gave exaggeratéd
'accounts of the alarms and discontents-of the
army, and represented the troops as dally re-
turning home in bands. Above all, they de-
clared, that the gunpowder was nearly ex-
hausted so that the artillery would soon be
useless. They assured the Moors, theref'ore,
| that, if they pers1sted in their defence a little -
longer, the king would be obhged to draw off
~ his forces, and abandon the siege.

The reports of these renegadoes gave fresh
courage to the garrison. They made v1gorous i
sallies upon ‘the camp, harassing it by night
‘and day, and obhgmg every part to be guarded -
with the most painful vigilance. They fortified
~ the weak parts of their walls with ditches and
palisadoes, and gave every mamfestatlon of' a
‘determined and unyielding spirit.

Ferdinand soon recewed 1nte111gence of the |
VOL. n.-__ bl e
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-reports ‘which had- been earried. to the: Moors; -
He understood ‘that they had been informed,
likewise, that-the qaeen was alarmed for the
safety of the camp, and: had written répeatedly,
urging him-to abandon:the siege. "As thé best
means. of disproving .all: thesé falsehoods; and
of ‘destroying the ‘vairi hopes’ of ‘thé -enemy;
Ferdinand wrote:to the queen, entreating: her
to.come and take up her;resldence. in the.camp:
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.'C_'HAPTER _LIV;

' S1ege of Malaga contmued Obstmacy of Hamet
: el Zegn ..;". AW Sl i

-

- GREAT was the enthusmsm of the army, when

they beheld their. patriot: queen ‘advancing in

state, to share the toils and dangers of her péo—
ple. " Isabella entered the camp; attended by
the dlgmtarles, and the whole retinue. of her
court; to manifest, that this was no-temporary

visit. ' On’ one side. of her was her daughter,'

- the mfanta on’ the other, the grand cardinal of
Spain; ‘and Hernando de Talavera, ‘the. prior
of Praxo;:confessor: to - the-queen; followed,

-with a_great train -of: prelates, courtiers, ca-

| “valiers, and ladies: of‘ ‘distinction.. The cavalcade - '
“moved in’calm; and- stately order through the -

- :camp; soﬂ:enmg the iron aspect of war. by thls
—-array of courtly-grace. and: female beauty. : *..

.~ Isabella had commanded, that, on her c'oming

- to the camp, the liorrors of war should be sus-

:pended and’ ﬁ'esh -offers’ of' peace. made’ to the

FQ
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enemy.'_ On her arrival, therefore, there had
b'een'a. cessation of firing throughout the camp.
A messenger was at the same time despatched
- to the besieged, informing them of her being
in the camp, and of the determination of the
sovereigns to make it their sett]ed residence,
until the city should be. taken. The same
terms were offered, in case of immediate sur-
render, that had been granted to Velez: Ma-

laga, but the'inhabitants were threatened with

. capt1v1ty and the sword shou]d they per31st
intheir defenCel i #5 ot 13 1 i it

. Hamet eI Zégri received this- mess&ge with ’

haughty contempt, and- dlsmlssed the ' mes-
senger without deigning a reply.:” ‘i i 7
i «The Chrlstlan-soverelgns,?’-sald-he, ¢ have
‘made" this’ offer, ‘in ‘consequence of their: de-

spair.- - The"silence of their batteries proves

thie truth of -what has been told us, that their
;pO\vder is exhausted. They-have no longer
the means ‘of demolishing our walls; and; " if
they remain-much longer; the autumnal rains
" will -interrupt their “convoys; and fill - their
‘camp " with famine and ' disease. . The  first
storm - will disperse- their fleet, which has_no
‘neighbouring port of shelter. 'Africa’ will then

-

, .
: . -
e
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be open to us, to.procure remforcements and.
supplies.” ' Sl
s The words of Hamet el Zegn ‘were hailed-
as oracular by: his -adherénts. - Many of the -
peacef'ul. part of the community, however, vén-
tured to remonstrate, and to implofe -him to
accept.the proffered mercy. The stern Hamét:
silenced them with a terrific threat. . He-de-
clared, that whoever should talk of-capitu-
lating, or should hold any communication with:
the Christians, should be put to death. ~His
_fierce Gomeres, like-true mer. of the sword |
,, acted upon the menace of their clnef’tam as
' upon a wntten Iaw, and, having. detécted se-
- veral ‘of the. inhabitants in' secret correspondv
_'e'n_cé with the enemy, they set upon and sle_\ﬁ'r
them, and then confiscated their effects: -This
struck such terror into the citizens, that those
who had been loudest in_their murmurs:be-
came: Suddenly mute, and were remarked: as
evincing -the greatest bustle and alacrlty in
. the defence-of the. city. ‘ & e
When the messenger returned to. the camp,
% and. reported the contemptuous: reception ' of
~ the-royal message;” King ;‘Ferdin‘ar;'d ‘was, ex-
- ceedingly indignant. Finding the cessation of
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firing, on the.qu éen’s arrival, had encouraged:
a belief'among the enemy, that thére:was a:
scarcity. of ;powder in the camp, he ordered a
 general discharge fromevery. battery. - - This:
~ sudden burst of war from. every. quarter soon.
~ convinced the :Moorsof their. error;:and com-:
| pleted the . confuision ..of the citizens,  who
- knew not which:most .to dread; their assailants:
or thelr def'enders, the Chl‘lStIaIlS or:the Go-
meres A b Gl .,:.-,.'.‘ii J;Ei.-'-.i'-.'éf TR (4
That evenmg the 'sovereigns: VlSlted the
“encampment of the Marquis' ofCadiz;. which:
commatided a view over a great part :of the
city: and -the; camp. . The:tént: of  the fha;‘--:
quis was of great- magnitude, furnished with
hangings of rich brocade, and:French:cloth of
. the:'rarest texture..’ It :was>in::the oriental
- style; and, .as‘it'crowned:the height; .with:the
surrounding ‘tents of. other.cavaliers,’ all sump:
tuously:furnished; presented:a:gay and silken
contrast to the: opposite towers of Gibralfaro:
Here a splendld collatlon ‘was served up:to the
sovereigns;:and.. t_he.‘ courtly-revel :that pre--
‘vailed' on “this :chivalrous: encampment, ‘the
glitter-of pageantry,: and the bursts ‘of festive
“music,. made ‘more ::striking...thé.. gloom “and
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silence that 1e1gned over the dark Mooush
castle Ll e N R g L
tiThe Marqms of Cadlz, whlle 1t was. yet |
llght, .conducted: his' royal- visitors fo" every
point:that commanded a view. of the:warlike
- scene below. He caused the heavy'lombard's
also to be dlscharged that the queen and the
‘ladies of the court mlght witness the effect of

those tremendous engines. The fair dames
~ were filled with awe and adrmratlon, as the
mountain shook beneath their feet with the
thunder of the artlllery, and they beheld great
~ fragments of the Moorish walls tumbhng down

- the rocks and precipices.

'Whlle ‘the good marquis- was dJSplaymg
these thlngs to his royal guests, he lifted up "
_h1s eyes, and, to his astonishment, beheld his
own banner hanging out from the nearest
tower of Gibralfaro. - The blood mantled in
his cheek, for it was a banner which he had
lost at the time of the memorable massacre of
| the__heights of Malaga.  To make this taunt
more evident, several of the Gomeres displayed
themselves upon the battlements, arrayed in
the helmets and cuirasses of' some of' the ca-
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yaliers, slain ‘or. captured on that . occasion*.

The Marquis of Cadiz restrained his mdlgna--
tion, and held his peace;.but several of his

“cavaliers vowed: loudly: to Tevenge. this cruel
bravado on ‘the ferocmus garnson of G1bra1-
faro. R LR L R el WO oo ey
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* ““CHAPTER:LV. ©
- Attack of :the Mﬁrquis of Cadiz upon Gibralfaro. -

.. Tue Marquis of Cadiz was not a cavalier
that readily forgave an injury 'or an insult.
‘On the morning after the royal banquet, his
. batteries opened a tremendous fire upon Gi-
_bralfaro. . All day the'encampment was wrapped
~ in wreaths of smoke; nor did the assault cease
with the day; but .throughout the night there
. was an _incessant flashing and thundering of"
'the lombards, arid the following morning the
~assault 'ra'ther.' increased than slackened in its
. fury. : The Moorish. bulwarks were no proof
against these formidable engines. In a few
- days the lofty tower, on which the tauntiflg
banner had been dlsplayed was shattered ; a
_ smallér tower, in its v1cm1ty, reduced to ruins;
- and a great breach madé in the intervening
walls. a
- Several ,of the hot-sp1r1ted cavahers were
eager. for _stormmg : t}}e breach sword in hand;
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others, more cool and wary, pointed out the

rashness of such an attempt; for the Moors,
workmgmdef‘ahgably in the mght had digged
a deep ditch within the brea(,h and had for-
‘tified it with palisadoes and a hlgh breastwork

All, howeyer,.. agreed, that the - -camp might :

- safely be advanced near to the ruined walls,

and that it ought to bé so'placed, in retum f'or |

the insolent-defiance of'the enemy, P
The Marquis of Cadiz felt the tementy of
the measure; but hewas’ ‘unwilling todamp

" the Zeal of these high:spirited cavaliers; and;
having-chosen-the post of danger'in the camp,

it did not become him'.to'decline any:service;

‘merely becauseit might appear:perilous:. He'
orderéd hLiis outposts, therefore;:to be a'd'vahced_‘ |

Withili‘a‘stbnésthroiv of the> breach,biit : ex-

Torted ‘the-soldiers: tormalntam the utmost'

.' 1" &2

_-VIgﬂance '.:-53‘7;??:;3;:,..'1 f¥er Mg vy
. ‘The- thunder’of the battenes had ceased
- the troops, exhausted: by two. nights? fatigué

and watchfulness; and apprehendmgno danger
from'the- disinantled ‘walls, weré half of them -

- asleep; the rest were scattered about inmeg:
ligent security. ‘On’"a sudden, upwards-of two

~ thousarid "“Moors sallied: forth from the' castle;
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‘led: on: by “Abraham ' Zenete, . thé: principal
captain.under Hamet. . ‘They fell. with fearful
havoc upon the advance’ guatd, slaying many
of them in their sleep, and putting the .rest to
headlong flight:: The marquis was in his tent,
about'a bowshot distance, when he heard the
tumult: of the onset, and beheld his men flying
in confusion: . He rushed forth, followed by
his;standardbearérs.- ¢ Turn again, cavaliers!”
- exclaimed ‘he; " “ tarn. again! . -I.am here,
Ponce “de Leon! :To the foe! to: the'foe!”
~ Theflying troops stopped at ‘hearing his well-
* known voice;  rallied under.his banner, -and
turned upon .the. enemy:; “The. encampment
* by this:time was roused;; several cavaliers from-
the ;adjoining : stations ; had: :hastened:..to ‘the
scene-ofiaction; with a.iiumber:; of:Gallicians; -
“and. soldiers ‘of :the-:Holy: Brotherhood.:: ‘An.
obstinate -and: bloody:contest ensued...'The
ruggednessof: the.place,the rocks, !chasms,
and 'declivities;: broke it into nunierous:com-.
bats..: Christian' and Moor.’ fought: hand:.to
hand, :with :swords and.daggers; and often,
‘grappling and: strugghng, rolled together down
”the prec1plce3'"::t Leah e wosvai) Bed st
i The banner-of .the marquis. was. in danger
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. of being" taken He hastened toits rescue, fol-

- lowed by some ‘of his bravest cavahers They

- were surrounded by ; the enemy, and several of
. them cut down. = Don Diego Ponce de Léon, - “w

e S, 3
WYL

“brother to. the marquis,-was wourided. by an
_arrow; and his- son-in:law,” Luis Ponce; wis
. likewise wounded:. they succeeded, Iiow.e_\'rer,'-
in: rescuing the banner, and bearing it off i

saf'ety The battle lasted for an hour: the

height was covered with killed and Wwounded;

" and ‘the’ blood ﬂowed in’ streams ‘down: the

'rocks.. Atlength " Abraham Zenete ‘beirig dis-

: abled by thé thrust ‘of a lance, the Moors gave' .

.{way, and retreated to the castle.”. :

.- They 'now "opened ‘a- gallmg fire * ﬁ'om

) ’thelr battlements and towers, approachmg the
'breaches, So.as to discharge ‘their. crossbows

- and arquebuses into the’ advance guard of the

. encampment.  The marquis was singled out :

the shot fell thlck about hun, and one passed _

~ through his buckler, and struck upon  his
_cuirass, but without doing him any. injury.

. Every one now saw the -danger :and’ inutility
- of approaching -the camp thus’. near ‘to- the

castle; and those who had counselled it __Were_ |

. now urgent:that it should be -withdrawn. > It
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was accbrdi.rigly' feinovéd back to its original
ground, from which the marquis had most re-
luctantly advanced it. Nothing but his valour

- and timely a_1d_ had preye.nl_ted this attack from
~ending in a_tota.l' rout of all that part_ of the

army

Many cavahers of' dlStlnCtIOH fell 1n thlS
contest; but the loss of none was felt more

~ deeply than that of Ortega de Prado,’ captam |

of escaladors. He was one of the bravebt men °

“inthe service; the same: who had devised the

' 'ﬁrst sticcessful blow of the war, the storming
of Alhama, where he was the first to plant and

- mount the scalmg ladders. He had always |
béen hlgh in the favour. and bonﬁdence of the

noble Ponce de 'Leon, who. knew how to ap-.

~ preciate and avad himself of the merlts of all -
: .’able and valiant men* ’ : : -

Vi *.Zur;ta. Mar:s'.na."'Abarca." '
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-, CHAPTER'LVL . . | |
Slege of Malaga contmued Strat.agems of vanous e | l,

Ty ; S i mm kmds R S “‘ il

- .(GREAT Were *the:-gxer'tiéns mnow made; both ,_
by thebesiégers ‘and the ‘besieged, t6 carryon i
- this contest with: the:utmost vigour:: -Hainet
el Zegii went:.the: rounds of the walls ‘and
towers, doublitig: the: gudrds;:'and - putting
every thing ‘into the ‘Best posture of ‘defence.
‘The :garrison:was divided® into cparties :of a
hundred; to each of which’a captain Was ap-
 pointed: ~:Somiewere:to! patrolé s othersito
-~ sally forth, and Skll‘mlsh ‘with the enemy:;-and
others to hold themselves ready. armed and in R
_reserve SIX albatozas, or ﬂoatmg battenes, e i
were manned, and armed with pieces of' ar-

tlllery, to attack the fleet. :

_ On the other hand, the Castilian sovere:gns

'kept open a commumcatlon, by sea, with
various parts of Spain,  from which they Te-

ceived provisions of all kinds. - They ordered -




. THE CONQUEST. OF: GRANADA. 79

supplies. of - powder," gﬂéo’, from:Valencia, Bar-
celona, Sicily, ‘and Portugal. -Theymade great
 préparations for ‘stormingthe. city. : Towers
of ‘wood’ ‘were: constructed, . t6: move . ‘on
wheels, feach;capableiof.' ‘holdirig one hundred
men, : They were furnished with ladders, to'be
thrown from' their summits to the tops of the
walls; sand: within those:ladders:others weré
incased;:fo be:let-down: for the descént of:the
troops’ into the.city. '~ There were gallipagos,
or tortoises; also ; being great wooden'shields,
- covered with hides; to protect the assailants;
' _and those :who:undermined the walls) . ¢l
" Secret’ mines. were:‘commenced -ini various
places . Sotne were intended .to reach:to the
foundatlons of ‘the: .walls,..which were: to;:be
-propped : up -with - wood, : reddy to:be:'set’-on
fire; others were to pass:under the walls, and
remain ready to.be broken opén, so:as:to give
~ entrance :to. the ‘besiegers. :At thése:mines
the.army. Workéd? day and night;:and, ‘during
these secret:)preparations, the’ ordnance kept
~“up a fire upon the city, to divert the: atten:'tion o
_of the-besiegéd. iomnnti - o0l ol
. In the nean time, Hamet el Zegn dlsplayed
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wqﬁderfuliri"gbur ‘and- ihgeniiity in’ defending

the city, and in repairing, or fortifying by deep
ditches, the breaches made by the enemy. - He -

noted; besides, évery- place: where the. camp

might be-assailed ‘with- advantage, and” gave
the- bemegmg.army no ‘repose; night or .day:
While his troops sallied on the land, his float-
ing batteries: attacked' the “besiegers _"'dp ‘the -
"'se'a‘;". so that:there was incessant skirniishing;:
-Thetents, fcailed-':_thef queen’s: hospital, were
crowded: with-wounded ; ‘and the whole army

- suﬁ’ered from ‘constant watchfulnéss and fa-

tigue.  To- guard against the sudden assaults'“
of the: Modrs; the’trenches weré - deepened |
and palisadoes érected in’ front of the camp;- -
and in-that part facing Gibralfaro; where the

' rocky heights did not admit of such: defences, |
~ a’high rampart of earth was thrown up.. Theé

* cavaliers” Garcxlasso de la’ Vega, Juan de Zu: -
 niga,"and Diego de Atayde, were appointed

to' go thé rounds, and keep vigilant watch, that =
- '_these fortlﬁcatlons were' mamtamed in good': |

In a httle whlle, Hamet dlscovered the

‘ mmes secretly commenced by the Chrlstlans
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He immediately ordered countermines. : The

soldiers mutually worked until they met, and
f'ought hand to hand, in ‘these subterranean .
passages: . The Christians were driven out of
one of their mines; fire was set to the wooden
framework, and the mine destroyed. = En-
couraged by this success, the Moors attempted -
a general attack upon the mines and the be-
sieging fleet. ."The battle lasted for six hours,
on land and water, above and.below ground,

—on_ bulwark and in trench and mine. - The

Moors “displayed wonderful intrepidity ; : but

T were finally repulsed at all points, and ‘obliged

to retire into the city, where they were closely
invested, without the means of recewmg any .
assistance from abroad. YR i e

The horrors of f'amme ‘were now added to
the other miseries of Malaga. Hamet el Ze-
gri, with the spirit of a man bred up to war,
considered every thing as subservient to the
wants of the soldier,' and ordered all the grain

- . in the city to be gathered and garnered up for
_ the sole use of those who fought. Even this

was dealt out sparingly ; and each soldier
received four ounces of bread in the morn-
VOL. II. 2 shaido
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ing, and two in. the evemng, for his dally
allowance. i s -

.. The Wealthy mhabltante, and all those peace-
fully inclined, mourned ovér a resistance, which
brought destruction upon their houses, death
into their families, and which they saw must
end in their ruin and captivity. ‘Still; none of
them.dared to speak openly of capitulation, or
even to manifest their grief, lest they should

‘awaken the wrath of their fiercé defenders.
.. They surrounded . their civic champion, ' Ali
“Dordux, the great and'epuletit merchant, who
had buckled on shield and cuirass, and taken

“spear’ in hand. for thé defence of his native

city; and, with a large body of the braver
citizens, had charge of.one of the gates and a
considérable portion of the’ walls. * Drawing
- Ali Dordux’ aside, ‘they poured  forth their

griefs to him in secret. - ¢ Why,” said they, -

¢¢ should we suffer our native city to be made
a mere ‘bulwark and fighting place for foreign
barbauans and desperate men? They have no
families to care for, no property-to lose, ‘no
love for the soil, -and no value for their lives.

-- They~ﬁght to gratify a thirst for blood, or-a
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desire for revenge; and will fight ori until Ma-
laga be made a ruin, and its people slaves. Let
us think and act for ourselves, our wives, and
our children. Let us’ make .private terms
with the Christians before it is:too late, and
S0’ save, ourselves from destruction.” -

- The -bowels of Ali Dordux yearned towards
his fellow-citizens. He bethought him also of
the sweet security of peace, and the bloodless,
yet gratifying, triumphs of gainful commerce.
The idea likewise of a secret negotiation' or.
bargain’ with the Castilian sovereigns, for the
redémption of his native city, was more con-
formable to his- accustomed ‘habits than: this
violent appeal to arms; for though he had,
for'a time, assumed the warrior, he had-not
forgotten the merchant. - Ali Dordux com-
~ muned, 'therefore, with the citizen-soldiers
under his command, and they readily con-
formed to his opinion. 'Concerting togéther,
they wrote 'a ' proposition to’ the" Castilian
sovereigns, offering’ to admit theé army into
the part of the city intrusted to their care, on
receiving assurance of protection for the lives
~ and property of the inhabitants. This writing
they delivered to a tlusty emissary, to take to

G 2



84« **° A CHRONICLE OF :

the Christian camp; appointing the hour and -

“place of hlS return, that they mlght be 1eady
to admlt him unperceived. '

The Moor made his way in saf'ety to the

camp, and was admitted to the presence of
the sovereigns. Eager to gain the city with-
. out further cost of blood or treasure, they
gave a written promise to grant the conditions;
and the Moor set out joyfully on his return.

As he ‘approached the walls where Ali Dordux

and his confederates were waiting to receive

him, he was descried by a patroling band of
Gomeres, and  considered a spy coming from
- the camp of the besiegers. They issued forth,
and seized him, in sight of his employers, who
gave themselves up for lost. The Gomeres had

conducted him’nearly to' the gate, when he

escaped from their grasp, and fled. They en-
~ deavoured to overtake him, but-wéré encums=
bered with armour; he was lightly clad, and

he fled for his life. " 'One of the Gomeres

paused, . and, 'levelling his crossbow, let fly
a bolt, which pierced the fugitive between the
shoulders: he fell, and was nearly within their
_ grasp; but rose again, and, with ‘a despelate-
eflort, attained the Christian camp, The Go-
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meres gave over the pursuit, and the citizens
returned thanks to Alla for their deliverance
from this fearful peril. As to the faithful
messenger, he died of his wound, shortly
after reaching the camp, consoled with the
idea, that he had preserved the secret and the
lives of his employers.
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. CHAPTER LVIL _
X suﬁermgs of the'people of"_ Malaga '

- Tue sufferings of Malaga spread sorrow
and anxiety among the Moors; and they
‘dreaded lest this beautiful city, once the bul-
wark of the kingdom, should fall-into the
~ hands of the unbelievers. The old warrior

- king, Abdalla el Zagal, was still sheltered in

Guadix, where he was slowly gathering to-
gether his shattered forces. When the people
of Guadix heard of the danger and distress of
 Malaga, th_ey urged to be led to its relief; and

the alfaquis admonished El Zagal not to desert -

~so righteous and loyal a city in-its extremity.
‘His OWIi_ warlike nature made him Ifeel" a sym-
“pathy for a place, that made so gallant a re-
sistance; 'and he despatched as powerful a
reinforcement as he could spare, under con-

| duct of a chosen’ captain, with orders to throw i e
P themselves into the city. g
Intelligence of this remf‘orcernent reached
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‘Boabdil el Chico, in his royal palace of -the
Alhambra. ~ Filled with hostility against his
-uncle, and desirous. of proving his loyalty to
the Castilian sovereigns, he immediately sent
forth a superior force of horse and foot, to
intercept the detachment. A sharp conflict

ensued; the troops of El Zagal were routed

with great loss, and fled back in confusion to
Guadlx _ E

- Boabdil, net being accustomed to victories,
-was flushed with this melancholy triumph.
He sent tidings -of it to the Castilian sove-
Teigns, accompamed with. rich  silks, 'boxes
of Arabian perfume, a  cup of gold richly
-wrought, and a female captive of Rebeda, as
‘presents to the queen; and four Arabian
steeds, magnificently caparisoned, a sword
and dagger richly mounted, and several al-

‘bornozes and other robes, sumptuously em-

broidered, for the king. He entreated them,

‘at the same time, always to look upon him

with favour, as their devoted vassal.

.. Boabdil was fated to be unfortunate even in
‘his victories. ~His defeat of the forces of his
.uncle,: destined to the relief of unhappy Ma-
laga, 'shocked the. feelings, and cooled the
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' loyalty ~of ‘many of his best adherents.” The
mere men of traffic might rejoice in their
- golden interval of peace, but the chivalrous
spirits of Granada spurned .a security pur-
~ chased by such sacrifices of pride and affection.
The pe()ple at large, having gratified their love
- 'of change, began to question, whether theyhad
acted generously by their old fighting mon-
arch., “El Zagal,” said 'they, « was ‘fierce
and bloody, but then -he was true to his
country: he was an usurper,. but then he
maintained the glory of the crown which he
usurped. ~1f his sceptre was a rod of iron to
~his subjects, it ‘was a sword of steel against
_their enemies. ~ This Boabdil. sacrifices re-

ligion, friends, country, every thing, to a mere
shadow of royalty, and is content to hold a

.rush for a sceptre.”. Rt

_These. factious murmurs: soon 1eached the
ears of Boabdil, and he apprehended_another
oof his: customary. reverses. He sent in all

haste to the Castilian sovereigns, beseeching -

‘military aid to keep him on his throne.” Fer-
dinand graciously complied with a request so
- much in unison’ with his policy.. A detach-
'ment Of.qng‘ thousand cavzilry, and two thou;
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sandinfantry, were despatched under the com-
mand of Don Fernandez Gonsalez, of Cordova,
subsequently renowned as the grand captain.
With this succour, Boabdil expelled from the

city all those who were hostile to' him, and

in:favour of his uncle.  He felt secure in
these troops, from their being distinct, in man-
ners, language, and religion, from his subjects,

and compromised with his pride, in thus ex-
‘hibiting that most unnatural and humiliating
of all regal spectacles, a monarch supported

on his throne by foreign weapons, and by
_soldiers hostile to his people. | '
'Nor was Boabdil el Chico the only Moonsh

_sovereign. that sought protection from Fer-

dinand and Isabella..” A splendid galley, with
lateen sails, and several banks of oars, came
one day into the harbour of Malaga, dis-

playing the standard of the crescent, but like-

wise a white flag.in sign of amity. An am-
bassador landed from it within the Christian

lines. *~ He came from the King of Tremezan,

and brought  presents similar. to  those of

‘Boabdil, consisting of Arabian coursers, with
bits, stirrups, and ‘other furniture of gold,



