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'ployed, the king pursued his career of con .. 
, quest, determined to lay' waste thevega, and 

carry tire arid sword to the very gates of 
Granada. 
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CHApTER ... XLIV. .¡ 

How King Fer:~alld fo;ged.t~ebveg:; and ofthe fate I 
o t e two oons .~oters. ;~ 

MULEY ABDALLA EL ZAGAL had beenunder 
a spell of ill fortune; ever since the suspicious 
death of the oId king his brother. Success 
had deserted his standard, and,with his ' fickle 
subjects, want or-success wa~ one of cthe neo al 

" greatest crimes in a sovereign. He found his 
pop.ularity . declining, and he 10st ,aU confidence 
in . hispeople.TheChristian army marched 

" . . " , . ' _ r 

in open 'defiance' through his territories;and 
satdown deliberately beforehis fortresses; 
yet ~~' dared not lead forth his legions 10 
oppose them, lest the inhabitants of. the al. ' . 
baycin, ever ripe ~or a revolt, should rise, and 
shut th~ gatesof Granada agitinst hisreturn. - . 

~very few days sorne melancholy tráin en-
. tered the metropolis, the inhabitants of sorne . 
captured town, bearingthe' fe,y effects · thát 
had :been spa~ed thern, and .weeping and be- ... _,. 

1: 
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wailing the, desolation of their,homes'., WhéIl 

_ theaidings:átrived,\thatIllora an~lYIo9lin had 
' faU~n, ' the<people ~ were seiz~d :with 3 consterna
tían. " ¡ ~~ The ,right '; eye:' ofGraÍlad~': is extiri .. 

gdishedW exc?aimed:theYF~' theshield 9fGra-" 
nadajs- ,btok~nr ' what: shálf :protect',us:' f~o"m ~ the 

inroad :of the foe?" Whenthe surviyors óf t~'é 
garrison.s'of .those towns a~rive~, ,with ' .down~ ' 
cast: looks;':bearitig' ,the,:marks: 'of. battle,'- :arid 

destituté: ofarms :a~d ' standards';': the .pópulace 
tevjJed ,them< iti their 'wrath: : butthey, an~, 

swered, ' " ~Wejfoug~lt 'as ]ong' as:.we',had force 

a , 

to : :fight~! :or ~ walls ·,tO¡; shelter. ils :;' ~ but , the ra ' y 'Generarfe 
Clirrstian~ 'laidoúr~: towers' ~nd ~ battlements'"in ' 
rp,iris,,::.'and \ve' lcio~ed in, yain . for aid ,from 
Gra.naa~.'! .: ;: : , " ' _:;- ,, :::: : ., 
s :;Thealcaydes': of ,Illóra:,an'd Modin 'were 

, broth~rs ; , .theywere~like 'i.n,prowess, 'ana:the 

brilvesf ~among: the Moorish caváliers. ':,,", They 

had ;be~n :th~ : mostdistinguis,hed'in" alltilts 

añd ~tourneYs; ~ 'v~ich; graced " .the "happier,days _ 
'ofGi'ana'da;: and::had: distingúishéd ;.thémselves 

in~ the:, sterri~r .coriflicts: of-,thé 'neld. :,. Ac~la~ , 

, mation" had al ways followep 1heir·, bannel~s, . and 
they ' hád 1o~g been the : delightofthe 'peopl~. 

Now; wheÍF they returned,' , 'áfter:, t.hecapture 
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~f their fortresses', they were' followe'd by the 
únsteady.' ' i>ópul~ce " with', execrations. " ,.' Thé 
hearts of the' alcaydesswelled, with indigña~' 

tionr ' they ~ found ' the , ingr3:titude" of their' 
countryineh: still :mo~e 'iritolé·able. tban' tbe. " 
hóstility of the: Ch~istians~ ' , Tidings caine,~hat 
the enerny:was advancing 'with' his 'tfiúmph~ 
ant , legi~i1~" to ,lay, wa~te : the" country about, 
Granada. ' : Still' El Zagal ' did not oare to' take 
the ' fi~ld, . . ,: The 'two aléaydes ' of:lllora 'and 
Moclin :stood before'him: ' .. ".We have·deferided 
your: forfresses," : said 'they, U'until ~ wéwere 

alinost, buried nder' tbeir tuins; ' and for oú{ enera 
" . ' 1" ' " 

" reward, wé receive scoffs and revilings. : Give 
US, O 'king,án ópportuilityiri whichknighUy 

, valour .' may signalize itself;- 'not sh~tYlpbehiIÍa ' 
stone 'wál1s; ' 'bút , iu, the "open conHict 'of the ' 

neld'! , ,.'The ' enemy< ápproache~, 'to: lay '~out; 
c~untry, desólate. ' , ' Give ,us ' ,me~ to .)neet 'hiní' 
in: th~~ adylnige ';:an.d let' shame 'light upoli but 

heads,' i(we 'be .foúnd 'wantlng in t~ebattlé!" .: 
; The two' brothers 'were seÍlt ' forth 'with "a 

large ~force :óf 'horse, and' ,foot. '. El Zagal: in; . 
: tended, ' shoiIldthéY'bé · suc~essful,. to, issue ' 

otit: wi~h " hiswhóle' force;' ' and~ ;,by a : deci~ive 

. victory; repair " : ~he' 'losses' he had suffered~" '-'" 
. : ' , :' ' j 
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·When thep~opl~ sawthe well knowp. standards 
óf theJ?rothersg<;>it:J.g forth to battl~, there was 
a ' feeble. shout; but .-the;: alcaydes passe~on 
~ith sterÍl ,couritenances ; ., for .theY knew, the , 

same ~voices w~uld cu~se ,themwere , they::,~o 

r~turn' ,'unfortupate: ' . They . cast ' a ,' farewell ' 

, look ' upon ' fair . Granada, a~d : upo~ tJl~ , beau~ 

tiful fieldsoftheir!nfancy, as iffO! th~se they 
werewilling to lay down 'tlieir lives, but ,'not 

for 'an ungrateful pe,ople~ ' ,"' .~ ," . ' :" .,.i . , ',' 

,(' ,.Tlieariny· ofFerdinarid . had,arrived .within' 

tw~ ,leagues'of Gr~nada~ : at 'the ,; bridge:: of 
Pino~; . á.pass famous in thé -wa~s of the' Mo~¡s ' rq y Ce 

, ,nd " Chr~stiaris for many. a '- ~loody.: conflict. 
wa~ ihe pass by which t;he Castilián moniu'chs ' 

gen~rally 'mad~their inr.oads;and wa~ cai>~ble , ' 
bf great ,' deferice~ from' th~ , rugged~e~s , of , the 

country, ~nd th~ di~culty of tlie'bridge'. Th~ 

ki~g, with the inain ~ody of the' ar~y,_had 
a~tained the brow of a hiU; whe'n . they beheld 
the "advanced guar,d, ' under the Marquis: , of 

. Cadizf:1nd the master of Santiago, : furi~usly 
att'acked by. the enemy,inthe vicin~ty of the 
bridge. The Moors : rushed to 'the assault 

with their : usual shouts, but. with , more : than 

u;ual ,' ferQCity: ' There 'was ' a ' hard struggle 
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al; toe hridge;',botlí :partiesJtilow~ng,~he:impóít~ 

. ance . : of,th~ ~pass~~ ( ·TheJd.I?g~ :p'~r.ticular1 Y nótéd 
, the prow~ss " dfi~WÓ ; Mdorish·c~v.aliers, :.~iliké' in . 

arms·! 'and d.evices;." apdo ~ho; , ;by ~their':_:heaiing 

aild· -. attendance,-: !he: ,",percéiv:ed . . to ~~ he '.CDm~ 

manders of the en.eiliy~ . They; :wéte' rthertw.,o 
brotners',: the '; aléayde.s",of.:illora : 'and' -1~iúclin: 

Wlierever: théjt turn,e~, ,thef'.éarried ~éonfuSioh 
an4 :déath':'iiíto'; tlie xanKs '~f the::¡Clidstians:; 
butthey foughfwith.(d~spe!áti'oIt r~~hen:thaü 
valoiIr~ ~'. ·The' ,CouÍlt :de;,Cábraánd ~is· br.otb'er, 

·Don '~artini de C.orqóva, ptessed fony;ard witb 
eagei'ñess ágainst>thénr;: but, fháving'fldv.ancedrJenera 

toó l)recip~tately, ;were ¡ sllrr.ohnedjby :the foe; 
arid' in jmmirie.nt 'dangeb :.:A·y'Qung '4Christian 

knigIlt" , seeiñgr 1:4eír:cp~til,~ ~:ha.sten~d '., ~¡th. · ~ hi~ 

follówers ~tót9~~r '1'~lief( ; ~ :Th~r_king ;:tecQgn.iséd 

"hiii{ forDoll'Juan ·~é , ArtágQJj,Gpu~t:of.Ri~ 

· baig<;>~a, .: ,his !ówn, ~ephew: ;:;'fqrj ,he ,was iH~gi; 

, . tiináte ' ~pli ~ 9f the púkc: BE Villaherinósa; :ill~'! 
gitimate': hrotner ': of~ :Kin.g ; F~rdinand~ i~! ; The 
splendid-arm~)'u'r .of Don.:] uan, arid lhe . stiínjjl 

tuóiis c.aparison :·ofJiis , ·~teed; ' rend~red runLa . 
, . oriIIíant',obj ect órattack¡ ': ,'; Hewás iassail~p.J :ori 
all '~ sides, :.arid'his.:; superb. : ste.ed , slain:: :urider 

, ; , > , hi91';: : yet sti1L' he · foughtCvali~ntlyv{bearing 
" " . 

. , ~. ~ 
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for, ~ :whIie ~thébrúnt :ór.the~ nght:; andgivitjg 
the:· exhausted:forces ., of , the ' GQuiít: ,de Cabra 

, t~me ,:to ,recovér~ breath. !; .' ~' ',,: .. '; '., ~ . ". '.,' 
.~: .Seei~g : ~th~ ~peril ;~ of these '.trobp's,and· .the 
geneÍ'al ... Qbs.t~nacy 'of :the ,éoritest,;:;the ;,kjng; o.r~ , 

'der~d the; roy.al i standard tú.pe advanced; and 

'hastened with·alLhis ·for~es: tQ:tlie :;r~li.~f. of ~he 
, Count de Cabra. ;',!At~his appróach th.eeJ1é:tny . 

gaye~ way; ·and: 'fetreated ~tqwar9s ~.the; b.r.idge. 
The ) t\vo: ',Moórish c~mmanders 'etide.aYOll;red 

, tor,aJly; tI}eit ~ troops, \' a:nd; ' .anin'lale "th~m. : J9 ' 

clefen4 ;this " pa~~ . to .'.the ~ utmost.· ) , TheY .. l,lsecl O 2., . :Gener8life 
p~:ayers, : ;r.en'lÓDstran~es; : menac.es;.' 9ut p~frly ,Y , " ,: " ' 
~n : ;v~il1. : : ~ ':rheycopldQnly: CQll~Gt;: ~ s,c~p.tr 

handfnl, ~ 'cavaliers. ~~ With these. -they; pI~nted 

themselves: at thi~_ head :,:, bft, the. :br,idge, ;and' . 

<disPQtedjt in eh by inclI. : : Thé:.fightwa~ . 4()t 

. :,tnd 'o?stinate;;' fot but¡few, coü)tl cQD,tend h~nQ 
·· ·to ·hand; ;' yet , ínany '.dischárg~d,~ ~ros~b,o~~ , ~nd 

. ª~'qú~buses .. from the .panks •. , . . The,. rjv~r, ,w,~~ . 
.. ~ . .' ', " 'i 

. , covered with theflo,ating bodies .-_of.tlte,,:,'f?lai~. ' .. 
The "Múotish ' band o of, 'caváliers ·was . almost . 

' .' . ' - ... .' , • I . ' , • . .' . ' , ,,, ... ~ . " :. " • • • • _ '"-

~nti:relyc~~, .to pi.e.~~s ; . tb~ twp .brQth~I:~ : fell, .. 
.. ~oy~red wit,4 .wo~nqs,~po.p. _ , th~ ; ~ri4g~: .~lt~y 
ha(\ .,s~ re~olu~~Jy .. d~feJ;ld~d . . , ... T.~eypa~. giy~n 

.' 
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up~ the battle fo! lost,' but had déteriñinednót 
tú • h~turÍl alive 'to ' ungrateful Granada .. · .• Whert 
the people o~ the capital heard·.howdevótedly '. 
the,f had .fallen; they lamented 'gi"eatIy their 
deaths', and ' extolled their'memorY. ·'A éúlumn 

. \vas erected 'to .tlieir hOllour' in the: viéinity ' of 

. . \"'" ; ....... ; . ... . : . ' t~e 'br¡"dge, ~ :which' longweni 'by "the "name oí . 
. :¡, . . ' '. . ÚThetoinh of the. brothers."··.· ':, . ... . . ' ,' 

'~. ':" '. . 

• \ . , •• • • ,:. o " thé ármy~of;Ferdínand ·how; marched on; " ". ~, ' <, h.nd ·estahlished 'its campin ' the' vicinity 'of 
.\.;\;>, . . G~anadd. ' , The ' \Vórthy Agapida' gives 'many . 
. / \. -\ "'.. tríumphántdétails of the ravages committed . . 

.. '#I!\"">~ """~'.' . .. in ~'he vega, which was again luid ~aste; .the Jenei ~It 
. ,~ grain; fruits,-' and 'otpe'r" prodllct~ons of th~ , 
. ,;'~. . " " . 

~
., . eartll, destroyed; and that earthly 'paradise . 

. . ,~ r.en·de~ed 'a dreáry desert.' Henarrates ' severál 
r? fierce bui;. ineffectual saIIies ánd skirníishe~ of 

~
. ~he Moo~s ~ in tl~fence. o~ their' fav,óurít~ ~I~in ~ 

. ambng WhlCh one , deserves" to be mentIoned, 
" 'as" it reC'ords the achiEwement of oné of the' , . 

. ' " ;, s~ntly hel:oes of this war. ' ' ., 
,~'í '" '' During one óf the movements of the Chris
~~. Úa~ ar~y near· the walls o~Granad,a" a .. b~tta1ion 

. ·of fifteen hundred cayalry, and a large force .. . . . ~aa~§Sm the éity, and ~osted 

..•...• --4?~. 

. i 
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themse~ves neár"some gardén,s; which·were ,sur.;. . .' 

. rOlllÍdedby' a canal, and tra>versed by ditches, 
fol' the .purpose · of irrigation. 

l ' : . The' Moors beheld the .Duké del Infantado 
~ . 

~ pass ... bY· wÍthhis lwospleridid 'battalions F one 
<?,f. men át arms, the oth~r 'ofJight cavalry; 

~lfméd a la geneta. · In cómpanywith him,brit .' 

following . as' . ~ .. rearguard" , was ·DonGarcia 

.Osório, the.belligerent bishop of Jaen~ attended 

.. 

by Francisco Boradillo, 'the corr.egido\- of his 
city, -and followed by tw'o squadrons 'ofmen 'at 
iums; frOlll Jaeri,Andujar, Ubedaj and Baza.*'. 
The success.of-ihé preceding xear's carripaign Genei alife. 
had 'given' the 'good bishop ao inc1iiuition . for 

J l1T1\Dt J\ ' warlike affairs; .and he had 'oncemol"e buckled 
on' his cuirass. - '. \ " ~. .'. 
" .The ;'Moors·. were muchgivento 'stratagem 

in warfare. · TheyJook.~d\vistfully at the·niag- . 

nificent squac!r~ns ~f thé Duké del ' Infan!ado; 
. but.theii· martíal ~sciplíne piecluded a11 attack •. 
. The goód bishop promised. to , be a ' mor~' easy . 
prey. ·. Suffering' the , dukeand histroops ta 
pass' unmolested, they appróached : the 'squa

drons, of the . bi~hop ;and; making a pr.etended . 

. . . . -

* Pulgar~'p~rt' iiC cap. 62. 
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, attack,' skirniísli~d's1ightly, and He'd inapparerit' 
po~usio~. ! ,The',bishóp :·copsideredthé.:day:his 
OWD; , and, seconded'by' hiS;~corregid<?r : Bova~ 

dilló;' .;foIldwed ~wíth . :valóróu,s ' :preCipitalion. 

Tbe iMoórs :Rea ~ iÍlto. · .~he ::Hu&la: del J!,éy; 01.-" 

P!~cñard of~he ' king. : .. The trqops¡ofthe bishbp 

fol1Qwé~ hotly · ~fte~ !them~' ,When .. thé. Moors 
p'ereeived:lheir ,; P\lrsuers~: fairly ;empatrass'ed' . 
aniong : the ~:iJitric:aéiés . : ofthe ·: gardeQ~ : théy 
turned '.fiét~ely:upon : th.eni;whilé sonie oftheit ' 
numbef threw "op~n; the s~iIices"óftlie ~ X~~ih . 
lnaú<instal;lt thé <;al1~l ':which :::encircledJ and 
th.eqitehes whic1J. travers~d,rthel gardenj we e .,' r eneral( ' 
fiII(~d 'w~tli : wáter; a:nd thé, valianti bish~p ánd 
.11is fo lówers , found: :themsélves~ ;o~erwhéhned 
byadeluge*. , A see{l.e ofgreat;:'confusion ' 

suceeeded .. ·: ~omé , ofthe ' menof Jaeri; ~stoutest 

ofhearLánd.?hand; fóughtl:w~tlí.t~~ :Moors iti' 
thé ;;gardeÍlhwhile ·óthers "struggle4 ·· with:,the • 
. water; e'lldeavoÍlr~ngto' escape :actosstlíe canal; 
ip :which; attenipt · . riiany · hor~e~ ;wére .~ drownéd~ 

Fort!lnately theDuke del: Infa.ntado pereei,ved 
", the,'snaréirito whie4' pis~oinpánionshadfallen; 
. ~na:despa:tehedhis : 1ighteayalry totheir assist .. 

1 
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~pc~. ' , ~rh.~ ; Mo~rs : w~r~: :~o~p~U~d to Jljght., 
'aJJd ;qri~e)i I~lQIig ~the · :rQ.ad'· ióf.Ehrji·a; up to :tbe 
g~te_s. bf(J.rap~da.. '~. : S,e~eral ;Ohrist:i~b : G~var~e"ts 
p~tjs~~d .; in,.'this .:affiay:;' the;<bi~hap ..• .hhÍ1self 
~~J~~p~d :w!th ' ;dJfJi~ulty; , ; bavi~g ··§lipped-:}h)ni 
bis ,: s.~ddl~ ;jp.' <G.1~Q$sjng. :the:',Ganal?' . but· .saved 
himself by 11~lding on the tai! of bJI' :thatger) 

'This perilous · achievem,ent seems to have 
satisfied .. the good bishop's belligerentpro
pensities. "He retired on his laurels," says 

~ __ ' . Agapida, " to his city ofJaen, where, 0:n the 
...... __ . fruition' ofall good things, he gra~~ally waxed 

too corPll:lént forhis corslet? which wasrhung I Gpneralife 
. up in the ' hall of his episcopal palla ce ; and we 
heat no more of his military d~eds throughout 
die residue of th~ holy, war oí Granada* .. " 

King'Ferdinand havi~g éOlnpletedhis ravage . 
of thevega, and kept El Zagal shut ,up iri his 
capital, conducted his army back ' through the . 

. pass of Lope, . to rejoin Queen Isabella at 
,Moclin. Thefortresses lately taken being well 

*.: Don Luis ' Osoriofué. obispo de J ilén desde el año de 
1483, y-presidi6 en esta iglesia harta el de 1496 en que 
muri6 en Flandes á donde fué acompañando á la Princesa 
Doña . J nana, esposa 'del' ArchicJuq~e Don · Felip~.
España" Sagrada. Por Fr~ 1\:1. Risco, tomo xli. trat.77. 
cap. 4. ' . 
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garr.isooed andsupplied, hegave ihe 'commarid 
of the frontiéi . tó hiscousin, Don Fadrique de 
-Toledo;: aftérwards "so famous' in theNether- . 
'hl~ds~ás "theDuke of "" Alba .. ". · ' The~ campaign 
' beirig~ thps' 'completely-crowned .withsuccess, . 
the 'soveri!igns ~re~urhed iri~riumph.' tc;the' city . 
ofCordova~: ". ,. .: :' :' , 

.... : , . . ~" . : 

". 

" '.: .. , .. " " 

. ' 1"/, 
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Attempt of El Zagal upon thelife ofBoabdilj andhow 
" 'the latter wás roused io aetian.', ' " , _' , 

No sooner did the l~st squadro~ ofChristiati 

cavalry disappear behind' the. mounta~n ofEl~ 

vira, and the note' of its trumpets die awa:r 

uponthe ~ar, : than the long suppressedwratll 
afola MiIley 'e¡'Zag~l :burst, forth. · ~ede't 

termined no loriger' toO b~ half a' k.~ng, ~ reigni?g , 

'over a' divided kingdoin, in a . divide~ , _ c~f~ 

pital; but to' exterminate; by any lneaÍls,' f~i.r or 
foul,his nephew .Boabdil andhis conf~derates~ 
He turned furiously upon .thos~; \V h.ose ' fac~ 

tious ~oÍlduct ha:d déterred him froinsal1ying 

upón the foe. ' Sorne. he pun~shedby: confiscá~ 

tions, -óthers by b~Ílishment, othersby:death; " 
Once undisputed m9narch .oftlie' enlire.king,: . 
dOln, . he tr~sted to his militari skill to retrieve 
his fOiturie, and drive the Christiansovér th~ 

. frontier. · '" ' . -. 

- '. Boabdil; h~wever, had again,retired-to:Velez 

(1' '"a 'fé 
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el Blanco, on the confinesof Murcia, where 
. . . 

he could avai~ ~imself, in casé of emergency, 
of any assistanee or protection . afforded him 
by the . poliey -of ~erdina.nd .. . , Bis . ~efeat had . 

blighted his reviving ' fortu~es~' ror th~ people 

~opsidered .~him _, as_,inev:itably. dO~ql~~ ~q mi~:-
. fortune., . StiU; ~.w,hiIe helived, E1Zagal 'knew . 
hewould be ,a rallying 'pointfor faction, and 
Hablé, ; :af: any: ; ino~ent, . ~ to' ; De~ ' elevated" jnto 
power bY:'the:capricious . multitl!d~. ; " He-had 
r~col1rsei . the~efore, '< ·to·". the~ ': most: perfidioús . . 
rileans :to: compass:', his déstruétion:: .He· se~t 
ambassadors;téi him,· · rep~eseriting ; thé heces.;. 

~jtjr :o.f con.córd,. for, :the salvatiori of the : king~ 

dO'm:;:iánd:even ráfferinir foresign ; tHe title · of 
khflg~\ .~nd .to; b.eco~e:-·subject:to~· hjs . : sway,,:o~ 

receiving.~ome, :.estate;on :whieh·; h~ :'cotild)lve 

in ,!.·tranqúilretiremen~~ :- ' :~ut, ; whilet:the'. a1Í1~ 
p'ass~aors ;bol~e' thése-wordsj ofpeace,',they íWerC' 
furri~shed\with l j)ois~ne"d;,hetbs, . ~· .. w.hieh ;th~y 
wereL t~ . : administ~ri.secret1Y'to._ :Boabdil; ,-an'd, 

.' if thé~, failed' in this.attempt, they)üid ',pledged 

theinse]v~s ito"d~spa:tch hiirr:opeI?-ly;.while::eri;. 
gaged';in :coriversatiqn'.: ' .. TheY: wer~jnstigatéd 
to , this treason by -promises . ,of great .reward~ 

and';1iy:assurances· ~, f):oi1l' lhe.: 'alfaqúis; :'thaf.Bo"; 

y GeneraHfe 

I -
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abdilwas:aú 'apostate, 'wli o se' deathwould' be 

accep1:.a:ble:to<Heaven.l ,' r . ' . ' . " . " ' . 
. :The¡ yourig'monárch'was seCí:etly iapprii.e'd 
of:.the·.' concer~ed ·: treás'on, ! áridi;. ,refused" .'an 
'audierice to :the ,~amoassadots; ," Hedenounced 

hi~ ,'uÍ1cle ; as: .the ·murdérer·ofhis 'Hither~ and: ·líis 

kiildred; ~' and : the :' .itsurper: óf llis : throne,~ :and 
v.owed ,/.never:l to : J;elent: in.: , hostility : tO' ;'him, 
úntilr· he: snould; p~ace his: ,head ' on ' thewal.ls 
of::the;Alhambraó .. '. ' ;: lO ." ;; , ¡ ~ .. " 

, .. ' ,Openwai again', brokeoutbet\ve.en the ~two 

....... _-...... monarchs, tho.ugh' fe,ebly tcarried:; on; ~ in:' con .... 

sequeh~e~" ()fL theirt mútual eIÍlbar oassnwnts. 
}"erüinatid 'l '~ai~: éxt,¡~n ed ~ his ' f ssistknce: J() 
13oabdil, 'ol~dering. ; tbe :: cOJ?ma~ders \ of'his foi~ .. 

llJl1TR DI"J\ ' <tFesses~to: aid ,himjn:all 'en~erprises agamsthis 

, . uÍlcle~ ' and' :agaipst;" such 'placescas ·,refrise.d t t<? 
ack:nówledge him;as';king: ,' :Arid:Doh·'Juan 'de 
J3enavides,:)'w ho :/ co1Íl~anded ¡ inr: L.óxa~'i.' e:ven 

maq.'ednroads;-in his:n·a.me; .ihto ftlie tei'ritories 
ofiAlmeria;,:Bazaj:Jand·- :Guadixr,whic~) owned 
al1egia~ce to,lE1 Zigak.. . -~ :' ,' :: 
, ,/rhe ~unfortnnaté .Boabdil had,)three"¡ great 
eVils to:; conterid' with ;' the:incorista~cy~ of-his 

suBjects, .. ,thehhostilitY;' of :~is ' uncléF.and'the 
friendship; :of ,Ferdihand~_ , ' .TheJasbwas byfar 

" , 



400 . A ' CHRONICLE OF . ." , " 

, the ' most b~nefuI; hisfortunes ~ithered undér .. " 
it. He was looked upon a~ the eneiriy c[f his 
faith :~ndof his co.untry~ . Thecities s4uttheir 

. gates :against him, ' The ' peoplecurseq. .- him • 
. Even the scantyband of ' cavaliers~ who hado 
:hitlíerto followed his ill starred banner, .began 
'to. desert hillÍ; . for o h~ hadnot '~ wh~Í'ewithal 
to. reward,' or ,'even' to , support , thero. : " His 
spirits' sank" with his' forturi~ ;0 .and he feared, 
that, in a Httle time, he sho.uld not have; a 
spót·.of earth whereon' to ' pl~c~ 'his ' stan~~rd, 

~--.;: ·or an:adherentto rally 'under it. ' " '}, , ; 

In the midst of his despondency, ,he re~ 
ceivea a me~sage fro. ' his lion heitrted mother~ 
.thesultana: Ayxa .laHorra.· " Fo.~ ,s~ainé;" 

y Gener2ll, .. 

JU~ TR nt sai :slie, 'ú to .ling~r , about the .. borders .. of 
yoúr kingdom; wlH~n ' a usurper, is·seated in 

, youi'capital! Whyl~o~ 'abroadfo(p~ffidióus 
aid, when you have loyal heartsb~atirig true 
to' you inGra~a,c;l~? ~ The ~lbaycinjs' réadyto 

' thr.~w.open", its :gatestór.eceive '.you. ·:. Striké 
hom'e vigorously. A sú~~en ',blow maymerid : 
aH, o.r' make ~ an erid. " A thro.ne, or 'a grave '! 
Jo.r a k~ng, . there is no ho.nourable ' medium.'~ ; , 
, ~, Boabdil'was o.f an undecidedcharacter: :but ~ . 
the~e 'are circümstances which 'bringthe móst 

.! .. 
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wavering to a decision, and, 'when once re

solved, theyare apt to act with a daringhn
pulse, unknown to steadier judgments. The ' 

message of the sultana roused hhn 'from a 

dream. Granada, béaútiful Granada! with its 

stately . Alhambra, its. de1i~ioús gard.ens, its 

. gusiúng and lh~pi~ f~l1n!ai~s, sparklirig alno'ni 
-g~oves of or~nge, citron, and myrtIe, 'rose 
befoTcfhim.· "Whathave 1 done," exclaim'ed 

lie,<.'that Ishouldbe an exile frOln 'this 'p'ara~ 
dise . of my fo¡:efathers, 'a wanderer and' fugi~ : 

. tive in ;'myown ' kingdom, 'while a ' murde~ous' . 
usurper . sits proudly upon rny throne ? .' Surely,- ra y Gen~r 
A\nah··will .. ··bef~iend the 'righteoüs c~use: ~ne 
blow, arid aÍl máybe my own!" . .. . , . 

' . H~~ summoned his scanty bandofcavaliers.' 

" · Who is ready to followhis. monarch untó 
. thedeaih?"sa.ld he ·; and évery' 'one .·]aid his ' 

h'and ' üpon hIs ' ciI~ieter¡, "Enough!" said he:' 

"let each man arm 'himself, and prepare his, 
stéed iti ' se,creí, f~r an ' entérprise of toil . ando 

peril: ' if wé succeed, ' out reward 'isempire!" 

VOL. f. DD 
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. CHAPTER ,·XLV :K\ , 

H~w : Boabdil r'eturned secretly lo Gr~nada; and how he 
" , ". "\vas recei~ed~ .'. . ' . 

'.. . , . ' , ; ~. . : ~ . .. . . 

"IN ,the " haild 'oí God," . exclaims 'an old . ' . ' J,.' . . . 

". Arab.ian chronic1er,'" is,the:destinyofpr~rice.s : . 
. he alonegiveth empir~. · A~ . single Mpo~ish 

horseman, .mounted . ona fleet,Arabianste~d, 

was ,one 'day traversing the ~ounta!n~~~i~h~ ~neral 

. '. exten.d .between . Gr~nada ,an.d.th.e f~ontie~s: o( .· 
. n . A Murciao : He ~galloped : s'Yiftly,thro.ugh,.,the; . 

. v~lléys; Qüt p~used. an41oo1~~do\lt.cauti~usiy 
frorn the sum,mit : of, eve~'Y height~ : :A ' squa .. . 

. dron ofcavali~rs · folIowe~~a~ily ,at a. distance~ ' 
Ther'e" .wer.efiftylanceso : :The: :ricp~es~oftheh~ 
ai~inour aria attireshowed thero to be~arriors 
ofnobl~ ra~k,'~~d th~ir: ie~dei'( h~d' a : l~fty ~nd 
pl~ince1ike de.~eaI.1our~" . ' Th~, ~quad~on: th11s 
described by theArabia~chron~c1erwas. the 
1Y.[oorish king · Boabdil and his ·. devoted fol. 
lowers. · 

.... Fortwonights and a day theypursued their ~:J 
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, adventurou~ journey, avoidi'ng ' aH pópulous 
, , parts of: the country, 'and ' choosing the most 

~solitarypasses : of~'the ' ~ountains. ' , They ' suf. 
fered 'severe: ~ardships arid fatigl~es'; liut they 
súffered 'without a ' Ínu'qnur.They were ae·' , 
cu~to~ed to rugged , :cainpaigning,; aúd their 
sfeeds ~er~ 'of g'erierolls árid pnyielding' s¡:iirit. 
If was "midnight; and all' \vas 'dark : aild sileht, , 
as they descended ' fi'om the . mountains; and 
,a.ppro~ehed . the eity or, Gi'aÍlada~ ,Theypassed 
a.1ong quietly under "the shadow 'of its,vall~, 
until ' t1~ey :.-arrivednear. the gate pf the .: al~ 
·oaycin. ',Here.Boabdil orc!~redhis) follow~rs a' y Genera'l,f~, 
to hált; aúd remain concealed. · Tákin but 

, • 1 , ' , " 

TR " four ~r fiye with hinÍ, 'he advanced resolutely , 
to the ' gate~ arid knocked \vith. the hilt of his 
cimeter. The guards d.emanded who ' sought 
toeriter ~t ' that únseasonablé hour. ~,:' " Your 
king!" ,exdairried 'Baabdil:' ",'openthe gate; 
and ·admit hini.',' , . 
;: .The gual-ds heldforth á light;andrecognised 

, the . person pf the . youthful-riIoriarch~. , T~ey ' " 

werestrilc~wit~ sU:dd~n . aw'e; and .threwopen ' ' 
th~ gates, : .andBoabdi~ 'andhis' follo~,~rsen~ 

,tered unmolested. ' They galloped to the , 
dweHings . of the principal inhabitants of the 

" , . " , ','," '. 
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albaY~~,n,; -thundédng ~~ . theil': port~ls,' arid 
-summoning them _ torise,andtakeármsfor 
their. rightful sovereign~ . . The summons was 
instan tIj obeyed ; . ti.umpe~s resoundedthrough .. 

',outthest!eets; ' the gleamof torches :and th~ '
' flash ofarms' showed, the Moorshurrying to 

. ~ their : gathering pIaces; andby- daybreak the 
. • ''Yho1e force .of the.albaycinwas rallied. under 

.thestaridard ofBoabdil. "Such was the success 
'of this s~dden ,and ' desperate act of the yo~ng 
lnonarch ; ,for we are assúred by c.onte~porary 

,llistorians, that there had ·" be,en . no previous 

'.' 

concert or arrangement. · "~s the ,guards neralr 
,openedthé gate of) ~he ,city' t~ admit . him," 
observes a 'piouschroriicler, " .so God op'ened 

. t~e hearts of the Moors to receive him as their 
. ' king*." , 

'. ,In the .-morning, early, 'the . tidings,ofthis 
. - , ,' event rouserl; ' El Zagal from his 'slumbers in 

' . theAlhambra. . Thefiery 'old warrior as

. . s~nibI~dhisguard ' in' haste, 'aridm~dehis 

. ' way, sword inhand, to tp.e .albayein, .hqpin'g 
toeome ', tipon his nephew: by: ,surprise. , He 
.was vigorously 'met by Boabdil; and his ad.;; 

:1I:P.ulga~>. 
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- herents~ and dl,'iven back into the qu~r"t(~r of 

the Alhambra. ' An encounter took place be
t~een th'e two' kings in the square before the 

principal mosqueo . Here they fo~ght, hand to 
hand,. with implacable fury; as though 'it had 
been agreed to decide their . c~mpetitiO~ for 
the .crowu· by single cOlnbat. . In thé tumult 

of this ' chance lnedleyaffray, hbwever, . they 

were separated, and the party . of El ' Zagal was 

ultimately driven from the square. ,. 

___ - __ . The battle.ráged for sorríe" tim~ in thestreet.s 

an 'Rlacesof thecity;but,findíng iheir 

----powers ol' mischi~f cramped~ wit insuch nal~- 'Generalife 
row limits, both parties sallied forth .iuto the 
fields,:. and ' fought benea~h : the walls until 
evening. Many fell ·on . both s~des; and 'at 

night each party , 'v.~thdrew lnto its quarter, 
. until the morning gave them light to renew 
the unnatural conflicto For cseveral days; the . 

two divisions of the city remainedlike hostile 
powersarrayéd against each other.Theparty 
of the Alhambra was' more' nurrierous ' than 
that of 'the albaycin, 'and 'containedmost of 

the nobilityand chivalry; hut the adher~nts 
OL Boabdil. \Vere, menhardened and strength .... 
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ened , by labour, alld habituallyskilled in the 
exercise of arms. • . 
: The ' albaycit~ underwent a kind ofsiege by ' . 
the forcesof El Zagal: th:ey, effecte4br~acl)es , . ' 
in the walls, and . made repeated ' attemp'ts to 

, carry it sword inhand; . huí were ' as often ·' re~ 

puls~d" ':: The .troops .orBoabdil"on theother 
hand, madefrequent 'sallies; ·~tid, irí-thé 'con
flicts 'which ,took pla~e"the hatred ofthe com~ 
batants rose to ~uch a pitch of fury, that'l1o 
quarhirwas given oneither side. 
" Boabdil ·perceived. the inferiority of)üs 

force, ~ He 'dreaded, ¿also, that( his, adherents? Generali~ 
being for ,the' m'ost part tiade~men ánd artisans, ' 

. would. become , impat~ent of t.his interruption 
:.JUnTR DI. of their gainful . oc~upations, and disheartened 

by t~e~e continual scenes of ~~rnage. He s~üt 
missives, ther,efore,inall haste, toDon Fadrique , 
de roledo, ,~' who . commanded , theChristian 

. forces 'oll the frontier,entreating his assistance~ 
. " . .' 

, .' D9nFadrique had received órd~rsfrom the 
politicFerdinand to aid the, yoúthful monarch . 

. ' ,in allhis contests .. withhis. uhc~e .. . 1Ieádvanced, ., 
, therefore,with abody 'oftroo'ps near'to Gra~ , 

" , . , ." l 

~)ada; hut;wary lest sorne treachery might be 

I 
:r., 
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intended; be stood for sorne tilne aloof,watch- ' 
ing the' movements of the parties. The furious 

and sanguin'ary nature ofthe conflicts, w hich 
distracted . unhappy ,Granada, soon convinced 
him; that there was no collusion between the 
monarchs. " Hesent ,Boabdil, therefore, a re

inforcement of Christian foot soldiersand 

arquebusiers, under Fernan Alvarez d~ Soto
mayor, ~lcayde of Colomara. 'Thiswas ' ~s a 

tire brand thrown iti to light up anew the 

flames of war .in the city, which remained 
raging between . the Moorish inhabitatits for 

the ' space of fifty daYs. r", &-'n'r"" 1"'d¿Ia" 'AI,h " b ' "' G" : , '/'f· .,' , , . ' ," '"" d \.., ' ,1m r y " enera le: 
, , ' ,"1' DE CULTURA . ' , ' " 

D~' 1J(lR " 
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