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'?héwking, ‘ sliarping‘, idle hangers on, “eager: to
profit by the vices and follies of the: garrison:
* The soldiers were oftener gambling and dancing ‘
beneath:the. walls, than keeping watch ‘upon
the ‘battlements;:and nothing :was heard, from
morning till night,” but the noisy contest of
cards and dice,- mingled with:the sound of the
bolero or fandango, the: drowsy: strumming of
the guitar, and the rattling of the castanets;
whilé often'the Whole rwas intérrupted by :f;he
"'161'1&' brawl:and fierce:dnd:bldody contest.:
%2 The Count of Tendilld set-himself vxgorous]y
» to xef'orm these ‘eXCesses. He knew, that- lax1tyf" :
t""of' morals is:‘generally attended by-neglect of
. duty;:and that theleast breach‘of dxscnplme,, :
in‘the:exposed situation’ of ‘his fortréss;: might -
be fatal. . « Here:is buf a<handful :of. men,”
said he: « it is necessary that: each man should
o erashero s suttdinnia, Muiieti el
. He endeavoured to-awaken aproper. ambis -
tion fnithe: minds-of his: soldiers, and to:inistil.

into them thehigh' principlés “of:chivalry:

s A just war,” he observed, ““is often: rendered

~ ‘wicked anddisastrous by.the manner: in - which
it is conducted:’ for the righteousness:of the

" cause is not sufficient to sanction the profligacy-
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of the means;.and the want of order and sub:

ordination amiong the troops may. bring.ruin

and dlswrace - upon the best concerted plans.”

- But we cannot descrxbe the character and con-
duct of this renowned commander in morev

forcible Iano-uage than that. of' Fray Aritonio
d Agapida; exceptmg, that the plous father places,

in the. foreground of hxs vn‘tues, hlS hatred of

"the Moors. ; e :
i 66 The Count de Tendllla,” s'ays he, “'was
a mirror of Christian kmghthood “watchful,
: ,abstemlous, chaste, devout and thomugh]y
v_ﬁlled with -the ‘spirit. of the- cause ‘He la-

boured incessantly and- strenuously for' the

glory of the faith; and the. prospeérity. of' their
most - cathohc miajesties; 3 and,’ above all; hé
hated. the irifidels with a ptire and ho]y hatred.

- This worthy cavaher dlscountenanced all'idle- - :
‘ Aness, rlotmg, chambermg, and. wantonness, i
- among: h1s soldxers He kept them constant]y _

_‘to the- exermse of arms, makmg them adrort

_ in the use of thelr weapons' and’ management‘_'

,.of thelr steeds, and prompt for the field; at a

moment’s notlce He permltted no- sound of ;

e -]ute, or: harp, or song, or other loose mmstrelsy

= _f_to be heard in hls f'ortress debauchmg the eal_’
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and softemng the valour of the ‘soldier: no E
other musm was allowed but the wholesome :

1ollmg of' the 'drums ‘and b1aymg of the
tr umpet and such llke spmt stmmg instru-
ments, as fill the mind’ with thoughts of iron
“war.. . All ‘wandering minstrels, sh'u'pmg ped— !
Iers, sturdy trulls, ‘and other camp' trumpery,
were ordered to pack up their baggage, and
‘were drummed out of the gates of Alhama

In place of such 1abble, he introduced a tram

s of' holy frmrs, to mspmt his people by exhorta:

thl’l, and prayer, and choral chanting; and-to
spur them on to fight the good fight of faith!
Al games of chance were proh1b1ted except
* the. game of war, and th1s he ‘laboured, by
v1g11ance and vigour, to reduce to a game of
certainty.” Heaven smiled upon' the efforts of
this righteous cavalier. . His men became sol-
_diers at- aill’po'ints,“ahd terrors to the Moors:
- The good count never set forth on a ravage
W1thout obaervmg ‘the. rltes -of confess1on,
absolutmn and commumon, ‘and’ obllgmg hlS '
f'o]lowers to do the'same. Theu banners were
 blessed by the holy friars whom he mamtamed :
Cine _Alhama ; and, in’this- way, success wis
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~ secured to his arms; and he was: enabled to

lay waste the land of the heathen, -. ., = ...

<% The fortress of Alhama,,* c contmues Fl ay
,Antomo Agaplda, ““ overlogked, from its lofty
site; a _great part’ of the fertnle vega,. Watel ed

- “by. the Cazin and the Xenil., From this he

made- frequent sallies; .sweeping. away . the
rﬂocks and herds from the. pasture, the labourer
‘from the field, .and the: convoyﬁom the road;

~so-that it was_ sa1d by the Moors, that a beetle

could not crawl across the vega without being
" seen- by ‘Count. Tendilla. The. peasantry, -
--l_'ﬁtherefme, were: fam to betake themse]ves to
’watchtOWers and. f'ortlﬁed hamlets, where they -

’ -shut up-their cattle, gdrnered. thieir corn, and

- 1 /sheltered; their. wives:and; children.; Even
- 'there. they :were not safe : sthe count would

.storm ‘these rustxc fortresses with- fire “and

. ‘sword; -make . captwes of thelr mhabltants,»

: carry.off the corn, the oil, the silks, aind cattle;
gnd lea\re thé ruins blazin g andsmokmg, w1thm‘

the-very sight of Granada. -~ {0

4 It.was a -pleasing and . 1ef'resh1ng sxght, v

, ,cogtmu_es,,the .good father, ““to’ behold :the

: 'P.idué, knight ar_xd;his:_folloive’rs returning from

SRRACC L SN N .
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one of these crusades, leaving the rich land of -
the infidel in-smoking desolation behmd them
- To behold -the long line -of mules and - asses,
laden’ with the plunder of the .Gentiles; the
- hosts: ‘of captive- ‘M‘oo'rs,‘ ‘men, -women,;, and

children ;" droves ‘of. sturdy -beeves; lowing |

kine; and- bleatmg sheep'; -all winding up the
" steep a(;chvﬂ:y to the gates of Alhama, pricked
on:by..the -catholic soldiery.- ‘His garrison
thus-thrived:on the fat-of the land and the ‘

_spoil of the infidel : mor was he unmindful of N '

_ thepious fathers,: whose bléssings crowned his
enterprises:with success’; a:large -portion -of
the spoil -was always dedicated- to the’ church
and :the .good :friats weie: -ever 'teady at-the
"' 'gates to hail ‘him:on his return,-and 1-1‘e<;eive
the share :allotted them. - Besides;thgéeja]lot-
“ments; he made: many:votive offerings,. either
in time of peril or. on the.eve of a foray sand
the chapels’of Alhama were resplendent with -

chalices; crosses, and other precious glf’ts, made 2

by this catholic cavalier,”: «y oo fuieg e
:Thus- eloquently sdoes the: venerable Fray

Ly Antonlo Agapida: dilate, in praise.of the good
.+ Count- de Tendilla“;; and -other- hlstonags, of
s equal verac1ty but :less unctxon, agree in pro~ s
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vnouncmg him one of the ablest of Spanish
generals. . So terrible, in fact, did he become
in the land, that the Moorish ‘peasantry could

not venture a league from Granada or Loxa,

s to labour in the ﬁelds,'without peril 'of being
carried into captivity. The people of Gra-

‘nada ‘clamoured against Muley: Aben Hassan

for suffering his lands to be thus outraged and * -
~insulted, and demanded ‘to have this bold
marauder shut up in his fortress. . The old -
monarch ‘was roused by their remonstrances.
""He. sent forth powerful troops of horse to
““protect the country during the season that the
husbandmen weére abroad in the ﬁelds. These
_ troops patrolled, in .f_'ormldable_,squadrqns,.m\: b
©ithe meighbourhood of Alhama, keeping strict =~
“watch upon its gates, so that it was impossible =
" for the’ Christians ‘to make ‘a sally, Wlthout',‘:""“'

o bemg seen and interrupted.. ;40 g
"While - Alhama: was  thus blockaded by a -

~ roving force of Moorish cavalry, theinhabitants: ' -
' were awakened, one night, by a tremendous
crash, that shook the fortress to its foundatlons St
~The garrison flew to arms, supposing it some ~
‘assault of the enemy.. ~The alarm proved to
_have been caused by the rupture of a portion
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of the wall, wlnch undelmmed by heavy :'

rains, had suddenly given way, leaving a larcre'

chasm yawning towards:the plain.

* The Count de Tendilla was for a- tlme in’
glea_t-v anxiety... Should this breach’ be ! dis-

covered by the blockading  horsemen, :they '

would arouse the country.. Granada and Loxa
would pour out an overwhélming fdrce_,zand _
they would find his walls readysapped for an
assault. . :In this fearful emergency, the count -
displayed _ his ‘noted  talent" for: expedients:

"He ordered -a_quantity of linen cloth: to be

stretched .in front_of the: breach, painted. in
imitation of stone, and indented with .battle:

_ments, so as, at a diéfanée, to . reséthble;thé :
\other; parts of the walls. - Behind this skreen;

he employed workmen, day and- night; inre:

pairing the fracture. ~No one.was. pexmitted A
~ to leave the fortress, lest: information of its
defenceless’ plight ‘should be carried: to . the
- Moors. - Light squadrons of the enemy:were
seen’ hovermg about- the .plain; but none ap- -
proached near enough to discover the decep- 1%

tion ; and thus, in the course of a few days;

~the wall was ‘rebuilt StlonUEI ‘than before.:

- There was another expedient of this shrewd
U VOLLS T, o wn YR ’

b
%
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veteran, which' greatly excites the marvel ‘of
Agapida. "« It happened,” he observes; “that
this catholic cavalier at one time was destitute
of gold and silver, wherewith to pay the wages

of -his’ troops; and the soldiers ‘murmured
gréatly, seeing that they had not the means of

purchasing necessaries from the people of the
~ town: Ti ‘this dilemma, what does this most
sagacious commander? He takes him a numbér
of little morsels of paper, on which he inscribes
various sums, large and small, according -to
“.the naturé of the case, and signs them with
his‘'own hand and name.: These did he give
to the soldiery, in earnest of their pay. "How !
you will ‘say, are soldiers. to be, paid with
|'scraps” of pdper? Even so; I answer; and
well paid too, .as I ‘will presently make ma-

- hifest:* for the  good .count issued 'a procla-
' ‘mation, ordering’ the inhabitants.of ' Alhama

to take these morsels of paper for ‘the full - ‘

amount thereon inscribed, promising to redeem
them, at a future time, with silver and gold,

~ and threatening severe punishment to all who

should refuse. The people, having full-con:

V"ﬁdencev in his words, and trusting, that -he
would be as willing to perform the one pro- -
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. mise, as he‘cer'ta.i'nly was able to perform the

other, took these curious morselb of paper

‘without hesitation or demur.

“ Thus, by a subtle and most miraculous
kind of alchymy, did" this cathohc cavalier
turn worthless paper into precmus gold, and -

- make his late 1mpoveushed garrison abound
- in money.”

21t is but Jﬁst to add, that the Count de
Tendﬂla redeemed his promises hke_‘a loyal
knight ;: and this miracle, as it appeared in

' _v,the eyes of Fray Antonio Agapxda is the first
~ instance. on record of paper money, which has

since ‘inundated the c1v1hzed world w1th un-

. bounded opulence
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CHAPTER XXVII

: Foray of Chnstmn kmghts into’ the terntorles of the ;
; ' Moors :

- *.'THE Spanish 'caiz'aliéi‘s, who had survived the
memorable massacre among the mountains of
Malaga, although they had repeatedly avenged
“the death’ of their ‘companions, yet could not. -
forget the horror and humiliation of their de-
feat. . Nothing would satisfy theni but to uri-
dertake a second expedltlon of the kind, to
‘carry fire and sword thloughout a wide part
of the Moorish territories, and to leave all - -
~ those regions, whlch had tmumphed in theu
‘dlsaster, a black and burning monument of *
their vengeance ~ Their wishes accorded with
 the pohcy of the kmg, ‘who desired to lay -
waste the country, and destroy the resources,
of the enemy; every assistance was therefme

.
— ~P -

‘given, to promote and accomphsh thelr ene i

erpnse {_
- In the sprmg of' 1484 ‘the anc1ent c1ty of IR |

I AL TS 5 i it g i Wi
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Antequera;again resounded with arms. Num-

- bers:of the same cavaliers, who had assembled
. there so gayly the preceding year, again came

I3

wheelmg into the gates, with their steeled. and

.. shining warriors,. but with a more dark and’

fsolemn brow ‘than on that. dlsastrous oceca:
_ sion; -for. they had. the recollection of their
. ‘'slaughtered _friends present to. then~ mm_ds,
- whose deaths they were to avenge. -

Ina little while there ‘was a chosen f'orce of

_SiX thousand horse. and. twelve thousand foot

B assembled in Antequera, ’ many of them  the
. .very flower of Spanish chivalry, troops of the

. ‘estabhshed military and. rehmous orders, and

. of the Holy Brotherhood.

Every precaution had been taken to prov1de

) tlns army with all things needful for. its exten-
..sive-and perilous inroad., Numerous surgeons -

accompanied it, who were to attend upon _all

. the sick and .wounded, without charge, being
paid for their services by the. queen.; JIsabella
: also, in her considerate humanity, prov1ded-
. six spacmus tents, furnished with beds, and all
‘things requisite for the wounded and 1nﬁrm
~* These continued, to be used in all _great ex-

pedmons throughout the war, and were called
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the Queen’s Hospital. The worthy father, Fray
- Antonio Agapida, vaunts this benignant provi-
sion of the queen, as the first introduction of a

regular camp hospital in campaigning service:
' Thus thoroughly prepared, the' cavaliers -

issued forth from ‘Antequera in ‘splendid and
terrible array, but ‘with less “exulting :con-

fidence and vaunting ostentation than on their - °

former foray and this was the order of the
"army : SEATI AR

guard, accompanied by Don Diego Fernandez

_de Cordova, alcayde de los Donzeles, and Luiz -

Fernandez Puerto Cai‘rero,‘" Count’ of Palma,
~with their household troops. - They were fol-
" /lowed by Juan de Merlo, Juan de ‘Almara,

- and Carlos de Biezman, of the Holy Brother- -

: hood w1th the men at arms of thelr cap-
‘taincies: 1 b TR R T e
* The second battahon ‘was commanded by
‘the Marquis of Cadiz and the master of Sant-
1ago, with* the cavaliers of Santiago, and
‘the troops of ‘the house of Ponce Leon:
with these also went the senior commander of -
= Calatrava, and the knlghts of that order, and
e varlous other cavaherb and thelr retamers

—

“Don Alonzo de Agullar led the advance '




THE CONQUEST OF. GRANADA. 417

- The right wing of this second battalion was
led by Gonsalvo de Cordova, afterwards. re-
nowned ‘as. grand captain of Spain : the left
wing, by Diego Lopez de Avila. They were
accompanied by several cavaliers, and certain
captains of the. Holy Brotherhood w1th theu
men at arms. :

The Duke of Medma Sldonla and: the Count
de Cabra commanded the third battalion, with
the troops of their respective houses. They

- were ‘accompanied by other commanders of
,note, with their forces. :

_The rearguard’ was | brought up: by the

senior commander and knlghts of Alcantara,

followed by the Andalusian - chlvalry, f'rom :
Xerez, Ecga, and Carmona. - - ! :

- Such was the army that issued f01 th ﬁom
the gates of Antequera, .on one of the most

' extensive- Zalas, or devastaﬁng inroads, that
-ever laid waste the kingdom of Granada.

‘The ar my entered the Moorish ter rltory by

the ‘way’ of- Alora,: destroying all the corn
5 ﬁelds? viheyai‘ds and orchards, and p]_anfation_s” .
“of olives, round that city.- It then proceeded

through the. rich valleys and fertile uplands of

'Com, Cazaraboncla, Almexia, and Cartama,
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~and, .in ten: days, all those fertile regions. were

a smoking and frightful  desert.” From hence

it pursued 1ts slow: ‘and - destructlve course,’
like the stream “of lava of a volcano, -through

- the regions of Pupiana and Alhendm, and so

‘on to.the vega of Malaga, laying waste the

o groves of olives and almonds, and_t_he'_ﬁelds

of grain; and destroying every. green thing. -

. The- Moors of some’of those: places inter-
. ceded in vain. for their- groves and. fields, of-
fering to deliver- up, their Christian captives.
“v_One part of the ar my, blockaded the towns,
whlle 'the; other ravaged' the surrounding
e country Sometlmes the, Moors sallied  forth
desperate]y to defend their property, but were
driven back to their gates with slauwhter and

| :‘,thenf suburbs pillaged a'nduburn.t.l It was an .
. awful spectacle at night, to behold the volumes -

of black smoke, mingled with lurid flames, that

~ rose from the burmng suburbs, and the women

on’ -the ‘walls “of, the town, -wringing their
. hands, and slmeklng at the desolatlon of then’
~ dwellings. .

. The destroymg army, on arrwmg at the seav

: ’coast, found vessels lying off shore, ]aden‘ with
“all kinds of provisions and munitions for-its
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use, ‘which ~had been sént f'i‘om Seville and .'
Xerez..© It was thus enabled to continue its

. desolating career. _Advancing to the neigh-

“bourhood’ of Malaga, it" was bravely assalled

. by the Moors of that city, and there was severe

 skirimishing for a whole day; but while the

_ main part of the army encountered the enemy,

_ the rest ravaged the whole vega, and destroyed
all the mills. *As the object of the expedition
_was not to capture places, but merely toburn,

. ravage, and destroy, the host, satisfied ‘with

" the mischief they had donein the vega, turned

their backs upon Malaga, and- again entered

' the" mountams 'They passed by Coin, 'and
. through the regions of Allagagna, and Gatero,
, _‘and Alhamm all which’ were likewise deso-

lated. .. In this way did they make the circuit

- of that chain of rich and verdant valleys, the

glory « of those mountalns, and the pride and

"delight- of -the Moors. - For forty". days ,did

- they continue on, likea consuming fire, leaving

A smokmg and- howhng waste to, mark their
~ course, until, weary with the work of destruc-
EthI], and’ having -fully sated their revenge

" fot the massacre of the Axarquia, they retutned -

i triumph to the meadows of Antequera. . -
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In the. month of June,’ ng Ferdinand .
took command in person of this destructive

army.. He increased.its force; and he added
to its means of mischief several lombards, and
other heavy artillery, intended for. the batter-

_ ing of towns, and managed by engineers from
France and Germany. With these, the Marquis -

of Cadiz assured the king; he would soon be
able to reduce the Moorish fortresses. They
were only calculated for defence against the
engines anciently used in warfare. - Their walls

" and towers were high and thin, depending on

their rough and rocky situations. - The stone
and iron balls, thundered from the lombards,
would soon ‘tumble them in ruins upon the
(heads of their defenders. - B e

- The fate of Alora speedlly proved the truth -

of this opinion..: It “was strongly posted on a

_ rock, washed by a river.. The artillery soon

battered down two of the towers, and a part of
the wall. © The Moors were thrown into con-
sternation. at the vehemence of the assault,

and the effect of those treméndous engines
- upon their vaunted bulwarks. . The roaring . -

_of the artillery, and the tumbling of the walls,

_ terrified the women; who beset the alcayde.
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with vociferous supplications. to- surrender. -
The place was given up on the 20th of June,
on condition that the inhabitants might depart
with their effects. The people of Malaga, as
yet unacquainted.with the power of this bat-
tering ordnance, were so incensed at those of
Alora, for- what they considered a tame sur-

- render, that they would not admlt them mto
~ their city. . )

oA similar fate attended the town of Seteml
built on: a lofty rock, and esteemed impreg-
nable. Many times had it been besieged, under

*former Christian kings, but never had it been
~ taken.  Even now, for several days, ‘the ar-

tillery was directed agamst it .without effect;

and many of the cavaliers murmured at the

Marquis of Cadiz, for having counselled the

-king to attack this unconquerable place*.

©On' the same night that these reproaches
were uttered, the marquis directed the artillery

_ himself. He levelled the lombards at the bot-

tom of the walls, and at the gates. . In alittle

 while, the - gates were battered to pieces; a
great breach was effected in the walls; and

- * Cura de los Palacios.
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the Moors. Were_ fain to oepitula_te. o Twerity-, '

four Christian_captives, who had-been taken
in the defeat of the mountains of' Malafra, were
: rescued f'rom the dungeons.: of. this fortress,

and’ halled the Marqms of Cadlz -as thelr_

deliverer. . = o gk 8
.;Needless is it to mentlon the capture of
~various other places, which surrendered with-
out waiting to be attacked.. The Moors had

always shown great bxavery and pelseverance

: 11_1‘det'endmg their towns; they were formtdable ,

- in their sallies z‘mdfskirmishes, and patient in

- enduring -hunger: and thirst when besieged :

but. this terrible ordnance, which demolished
- their walls: with stich- ‘ease and rapidity,-over-

whelmed them with confusion and dlsmay, and

.'rendel ed vain all resistance.- King Ferdinand
was so.struck w1th the: effect of this artlllery,
*.that he ordered the’ number . of; lombards to
be mcreased -and these potent engines had
- henceforth a great mﬂuence on the fortunes
'»5ofthewar B e e G g

-« 'The last operatlon of' thls year, 50 d1sastrous
: to the Moors, was an - inroad by, ng Ferdi-

nand, in the latter part of summer, into the
~ vega;in whlch he ravaged the country, burned
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- two villages near. to Granadav,, and destroyed
the mills close to the very gates of the city.

* Old Muley Aben Hassan was overwhelmed
~ with dismay at this desolation; which, during
the whole year, had been raging throughout
his territories, and had now reached to the
walls of his capital.  His fierce spirit was
broken by misfortunes and infirmity: he of-
fered to purchase a peace, and to hold his
¢rown as a tributary vassal. -Ferdinand would»
listen to ‘ho. propositions ; the absolute con:

" 'quest of Granada was' the great object of the -

: .war, and he was resolved never to rest con-
‘tent without' its complete fulﬁlment.- Having
~. supplied and strengthened the garrisons of the |
placés he had taken in the heart of the Moorish
territories, he enJOIHGd ‘their commanders to
_render every assistance to the younger Moorish
‘king, in' the civil war against his father. _He
then returned w1th_ his army. to Cordova, in
great ‘triumph; closing ‘a series of ravaging
‘campaigns, that had filled the kingdom of
- Granada withi grief and consternation: 1 - -
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CHAPTER XXVIII

i D'URING tliis year of _sOrrow_ and' disaster vto
the Moors, the younger king Boabdil, most

truly called the unfortunate, held a diminished

~and . feeble' court in the maritime  city. of
v'__.Almeria. ~He retained little more ‘than the

name of king; and was supported, in even

the shadow of royalty, by the couritenance and

treasures of the Castilian sovereigns. . still he
trusted,. that, in the flictuation of events, the :

inconstant nation might once more return to
his standard, and replace hlm on the throne
of the Alhambra. - 5] - :

- His mother, the hlgh spirited s sultana Ayxa '
la Horra, endeavoured to rouse him from this.:3:
passive state. s It is a feeble mind,” said she,

““ that waits for the turn of fortune’s wheel;
- the brave mind seizes upon it, and turns it to
its purpose Take the ﬁeld and ‘you may drlve

Attempt of El Zagal to surpnse Boabdﬂ in Almerla

s sy i
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danger before you; remain cowering at home,

and it besieges ‘you in your dwelling. By a

bold enterprise, you may regain your splendid -
throne in Granada; by passive forbearance,

‘ you will forfeit even thls mlserable throne

i Almerla. :
Boabdil had not the force of' soul to follow _
these courageous counsels, and, in a little
time, the evils his mother had predxcted fell _
upon him. EARIES
- Old. Muley Aben Hassan was almost ex-

*tinguished by age “and .iofirmity. - He had
“mearly lost his sight, and was completely bed-
- ridden.. His brother 'Abdalla, surnamed. El

Zagal, or. ¢ the valiant,” the same who had -

assisted in the massacre of the Spanish chivalry-

among the mountains’ of Malaga, was com:

mander in chief of the Moorish armies ; -and - £

gradually took upon himself most of the cares

_ of sovereignty. -Among other things, he was
~ particularly zealous in espousing his' brother’s
quarrel with his ._'son; and he prosecuted it with:
such vehemence, that many affirmed there was

something more - than: fratemal sympathy a.t‘

| __the bottom of his zeal;:

The disasters and dlsgraces 1nﬂ1cted on the
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country. by the' Chistians, during this year,

hadl'woundéd' the national feelings of the people -
‘of Almeria; and many had felt indignant, that .
- Boabdil should remain passive at such a timé;

or rather, should appear to make a common»""

cause with the enemy. His uncle Abdalla

diligently fomented this feeling. by his agents..
The same arts were made use of that had been::
it successful in Granada. = Boabdil was secr etly,'i,
but actively, denounced by the alfaqms as an
apostate, leagued with ‘the Christians agambt:'j:::

“ his country and his early faith. ‘The aﬁ'ectlons:'_:‘;
wof the populace and’ soldlery were gradual]y
alienated from him, ‘and 2" deep consplracy "

- concerted for his destructlon ‘In the monthf
< n of I‘ebruary, 1485, El Zacral suddenlyappearedif";

before Almerla, at the head of a troop of horse e

-The alfaqms were' prepared for ‘his. aruva]

»."

-and the gates were thrown open. to- hlm He

~_entered, with his band, and galloped to the
citadel.” The alcayde would have made remst-’ ‘
}ance, " but the. garrison put h1m to death andA o
“received El Zagal with acclamatlons El Zagal
vrushed through the apzu tments of' the alcazar, il
~ buthe sought in vain for Boabdd “He found_,‘:’_“j AR
, fthe sultana Ayxa la Hona m one of' the saloons, sl
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with Bén’ Ahagete, a. younger brother .of thé
monarch, a valiant Abencerrage,. and. sév.e'_raalV .
.attendants, who rallied round them to proﬁeét ;
them. . ¢ Where is the traitor Boabdil?” ‘ex-
' ‘c]almed El Zagal % 1 know: no fraitor, more -,

perfidious: than thyself‘,i’ ‘exclaimed 'the .in-. . ‘

‘trepid sultana: ‘“and I trust my son .s.in -
safety, to_take vengeance on thy treason:?
The .rage .of El Zagal was.without bounds, b.
“when he learned that his intended victim had
escaped In his.’ fury he: sleW the prmce, _
Ben Ahagete; and his followes. fell upon and
ma_ssacred - the’ Aberncerrage and’ atten_dantss o
" As to'thie proud sultana, she was borne away '\
pnsoner, and. loaded with revxlmgs, as 'having '
‘ upheld hez son'in his rebelhon, and fomented.‘; :
B eivliwar, 0 L s B e T
“.» The, unfortunate Boabdll had been appnzed,_
of his danger by a faithful soldier, just intime
~ to.make his.escape. . Throwing himself on one

of the fleetest horses of his stables, and followed' i

by a handful of adherents, he had galloped, in- )
the confusmn, oout of the:gates of Almeria.

: .Several of the.cavalry of El Zagal, who were

stationed .without’ the Walls, perceived chis.
flight, and. attempted to pursue him.’ ._’_]_'.‘he}r :
VOL. L ' s 5
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. ‘horses -were: Jaded w1th travel and:he soon -
 left them far, ‘behind: - But whither was: he to
",;,ﬂy° Every. fortréss. and castle in the kingdom

. was closed against him..., He knew not whom
among tlie Moors to trust; for they. had:been
 taight.to detest. him, as a traitor.and an apo-

'Staté. He had no altetndtive but:to.seek refuge

) a‘mong the Christians; his hereditary.enemies:
- With a heavy heart, he turned his-horse’s head
towards. Cordova. .. He had to lurk;. like: a fus
gitive, through a pait of his-.own. domlmons,
- nor. dl(l.he feel: himself secure: until :he thad
passéd the: frontier, and :beheld. the: mountain
batrier . of-his, country. towering behind: him,
‘Then it:-was; that he. became conscious: of his

: humﬂlatlng state :. afugitive:from his thronej

“an outcast from his nation ; a king' w1thout a

: kmgdom ‘He smictehis breast in-an agony of ‘

. grief..] « Evil indeed,” 'exclalmed hé; was

Wi ' the day of my biith ; and. truly: was I named o
& El: Zogoybi;. thé:unlucky . ... ;

' He entered the gates of’ Cordova W1th down-

. cast countenance; and with a train of only: forty -
followers: . The sovereigns were absent;: but
thie ‘cavaliers' of Andalusia manifested  that :

i sympathy in the: mlsf'ortunes of the monarch
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that becomes men “of lofty and chlvalrous
souls. _ They recewed him w1th great distinc-
thIl, attended him with the utmost courtesy,
'and he was honourably entertamed by the civil
. and mlhtary commanders of that anc1ent mty
i I the mean tlme, El Zagal put a new .
: a]cayde over Almerxa, to govern in the name
~of his brother and, havmg strongly garnsoned
the. place, . he repaired ‘to Malaga, ‘where an
attack .of ‘the Christians ‘was. apprehended _
- 'The young monarch being driven out of the -
“land,’ and “the old ’'monaréh’ blind and " bed:

o ndden, 'El Zagal, at’ the ‘head’ of the' armles,

was V1rtually the soverelgn of Granada. -The .
people were pleased with having a new idol to
. look: up to;'and a hew name to' shout forth;
" and El Zagal ‘was hailed with: acclamatlons, as
the mam hope of the nation. - -~ = -

ot

s2.
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CHAPTER XXIX

How ng Ferdmand commenced another campalgn ;
" against the Moors, and how he la1d sxege to Com and _iy
S Cartama : ; : :

. THE g1 eat eﬂ'ect of the batte1 mg ordnance,‘ \
in. demohshmg the Moor1sh fortresses, in the; ]
. preceding year,’ 1nduced ng Ferdmand to . ‘ '
% procure a powerful train for the campalgn of
. 1485 ; in the course: of which he resolved to
g.;v assault, some of the most f'orm1dable holds ‘of jer ;
~ the enemy. ‘An army of nine thousand cavah ry - ;
nionand stwenty, thousand mfantry assembled at
s Cordova. .early in, the spring ;- and the kmg: ;
. took the field o, the 5th-of April. /It 'had
. been determined in secret council, to a'ttack Tl
. the, c1ty of Malaga, that anment and 1mportant e |
. seaport, on which Granada depended for fo-
.. reign aid and supphes. It Was thought proper o
»fprevxously, however, to get possess1on of va-
... rious towns and fortresses in the valleys of g |
* " Santa Maria and Cartama, through whlch pass L C
5 the roads to Malaga B e

e |
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-~ The ﬁrst p]ace assalled was ‘the town of
: Benamaquex., It had submitted to the catholic
sovereigns in the preceding year, but had since
“renéunced itsallegiance. . King Ferdinand was
enraged at:the rebellion of the-inhabitants,
%1 'will make ‘the’ir'plinishment,-”-_ said he; “a
terror .to others: they shall be loyal through
force, if not _through faith.”. " The ‘place was
“carried by storm; one hundred and eight of
 the principal inhabitants were eithef put to
. the sword or hanged on the battlements ‘The
'xest wele carrled into_captivity *.: S
“{The towns: of Coin, and" Cartama were be-»
' ﬁ_'.31eged on the same day; the, first by.a division =~
~of the army Ted’ on by the Marquls of Cadlz, '
j.:_the second by another ' division, commanded
. by Don: Alonzo "de Agullar, “and Luls Fer-
“nandez Puerto Carrero, thé brave senior of -
j Palma. . The king,. with the’ rest of the aimy,
, 'remamed posted between . the two ‘places; to
' :end_er assistance to ‘either division..The bat-
 teries opened’ upon. both places at ‘the samé
time3: and the thunder of the lombards ‘was
~mutually. heard from .one camp to the other.

u . :* Pulgar. . Garibay. ‘,»C'ura;dve los Palacios, : . - -
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The Moors made fr'eqlient.sé,lliés;j and'a valiant
defence ; but they were confounded by-the .

tremendous ‘uproar- of the: batteries, and: the

-destruction of their walls. . In the mean time;

the alarm fires'gathered together the Moorish

mountaineers. of the Serrania, who'assembled

in great numbers in. the c1ty of Monda, about
aleague from: Cofnid #157 hupr utiy e W 9o ik

. They made" several a,ttempts to enter .the
: besxegcd town;. but in.vain;j:théy were -each
time intercepted :and: driven: back. by the

Chiistians, and -were  reduced to.gaze: at-a

distance, in despair, on the destruction of the
place: © While thus situated, ‘there rode: one

day into-Monda a fierce and ,haught'nyodri"sh' :
« chieftain, at the. head: of a band 'of swarthy
African horsemen :: it was Hamét. el Zegri, -

the. fiery spirited: alcayde ‘of Ronds, :at :the

~ head: of his: band of Gomeres.. - He had- not

yet recovered from: the: rage-and mortifica-
tion of his.defeat on:the banks of the Lopera,

in the disastrous. foray of: Old 'Bexir; when
he had been obliged. to: steal back.: to. his -

- mountains, with. the. loss: of his. bravest - fol. :
~ lowers, He had ever since panted for re-
venge. He now- rode among the host of war.j )
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riors . assembled at: Monda.: ¢ Who among
you,”: cried he, :¢ feels ‘pity “for the. womeén
‘and children of Coin;-exposed to captivity and
death? - Whoever he: ‘i8,: let!-himfollow. me,
who "am..ready to! die as a ‘Moslem: for the
relief: of Moslems!” *'So saying, he- seized a
white banner,’ and, waving it ‘over. his: head,
rode: forth from the.town, followed by the
- Gomeéres. ~ Many ofthe warriors; .roused : by
his words and his example,:spurred resolutely
‘after his banner. - The people: of Coin,  being
prepared. for this attempt; sallied forth as they
‘saw_the; white : banner, : and ' made; an-attack
upon ‘the: Christian ‘camp;:. and,,m the con-
fusion of: the- moment,: Hamet -and ' his: fol-
‘lowers galloped into . the .gates: . This : rein-
forcement animated the besieged, and Hamet
exhorted themi ‘to hold.out ‘obstinately in'de-
fence of life_and. thé. town. - As:the Gomgres
‘were: veteran warriors; the' more they were
attacked the harder they fought.: | .. . .«
- At length a great breach was made ;in.;the - |
walls, and. Ferdinand, who .was-impatient- of}
" the resistance of the- place, ordered the Duke
of: Naxera-and the: Count  of Benavente to
~ enter with their. troops ;- and, -as: their fo;'ces
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~ were not_sufficient, he sent Word to Luis de
, Cerda, Duke of Medma Ceh, ‘to send 4’ part

_i of his people to their assistance::
The feudal prlde of the duke was. 10used at

. this demand e Tell miy lord the. king;” said

the haughty grandee, o that I have ‘come.to

- succour h1m with my’ household troops If' my .-

'people are ordered to” any place, I am to' go
with them but, if I am to. remam in the
. camp, they must remain with me: for troops
“-cannot serve : w1thout their commander, Tior
j thelr commander Wltl]Ollt his troops »ey

" ‘The. reply of the h]gh-spmted grandee per-

v plexed the’cautious Ferdmand ‘who knew the
A Jealous pride of his powerf'ul nobles In; the

‘mean txme, the people of the camp, havmg

""made all preparatlons for the assault, were im-

patient té be led forward: . Upon thls Pero

Ruyz de ‘Alarcon put. hlmself' at, then' head :
“and, seizing  their. mantds, or portable bul-

I3 ‘warks, and then' other def'ences, they made a
: 'gallant assault, and fought theu way in at the

breach. .The. Moors were $0 overcomé. by

“the. fury of. the1r assault that they retreated
;ﬁghtmg to the square- of the town. Pero
3 -Ruyz de Alarcon thought the place was car-

= SR S S g
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‘ried, when suddenly Hamet anid his Gomeres ‘
- camé scouring through the streets, ‘with wild
war crxes, ~and fell furlously upon .the Chris-
‘tians?* 'The latter were, in their tum, “beateit
. back and, whlle attacked in " front by the .

“with all kmds of mlssﬂes, from their roof's and -
“windows., - They at length gave way, and re-
__treated through the breach. . Pero Riyz de
“Alarcon still taintained his ground in one of
“the pr1nc1pal streets. ' The few cavallers that
stood by hlm urged hini to ﬂy‘ < No,” sa.ld he,
T came hete to ﬁght, and. not to fly 1" He
"'was presently surrounded by -the Gomeres;
HlS ‘companions fled for then‘ hves Before
“'they fled, they saw him covered with Wounds,
‘but still ﬁghtmg desperately for the fame of' a
“good cavalier® . .
The resistance of the mhab]tants though
alded by the valour "of thé Gorteres, ‘was of
J “Do avail. ‘The. battermo' artlllery of the Chrls- :
§-5lv “tians "demolished - their walls; . combustlbleq -
were thrown into their town, which sét it on
fire in various places, and they were at length
compelled to capitulate. They were pe1 mitted

¥ Pulgar, part iii. cap, 42.

Gomeres, weré. assailed by thé inhabitants -
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to. depart.with. their*eﬂ'écfs; -and:the Gomeres

with .their:arms. - Hamet el: Zegri .and.his
African band sallied : forth,: and rode proudly
through the Christian. camp'; nor.could. the

Spanish cavaliers refrain from regarding with -

admiration: that haughty.warrior and his- de—

voted and-daiuntless adherénts.. < G0 S

~ The: capture of Coin was accompamed by
that of Cartama. The fortifications of the latter
were repaired«and: garrisoned ; but Coin: being
too extensive ‘to be defended by a 'moderate
force, its walls were dembolished. Thé 'siege
of thése places struck such terror into the sur-
rounding’ country, that: the " Moors of many

of the neighbouring:towns abandoned" their
" 'homes, and fled,:with such of their effects: as

they:could éarry away: upon which' the king
gave orders to demolish their. walls and».--

e .,‘.{

: tOWEI‘b. e ISt

- King Ferdlnand now: leﬂ: h1s camp and hlb

heavy artillery near: Cartama, and. proceeded

with his‘lighter troops:to reconnoitre:Malaga: -
By this: timé: the secrét plan‘of attack,: ar=
ranged in:the council of' war’at Cordova, was
known: to ‘all..the world.." The'. v1g11ant war- .
!'.rlol, El Zagal had- thrown ‘himself mto the -

g

-

-
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placé. ' Heé had put all the fortifications, which:
were of vast strength;: into a state of defente;
and::had -sént. orders ‘to: the. alcaydes of the
mountain towns’ to hasten. with: their f'orces to :
hIS assistances -, Lis iy g
‘The very day that!F erdmand appeared be-
fore the place, El Zagal sallied forth to réceive :
him- at the head of a thousand cavalry, the
choicest warriors of Granada. A hot skirmish’
took place among'the gardens-and olive trees
near ‘the- city.«:: Many-were-‘killed on''both"
sides;sand. this -gavé-the Christidns: a-sharp.

" foretaste of what: they might expedt, if they )
: attempted to besiege the place: ;i 71/

When ‘theiskirmish:'was ovér; the; Malqms, :
of Cadiz had: a private conference with ‘the
king: 'He represented:.the: difficilty: of be-
sieging Malaga with their present force; espe-

- cially as their plans had been discovered and:

anticipated, and the whole country. was: march- :

- ing over:the mountains to dpposer thein.. The:
- marquis, who had. secret: mtelhgence from:all' -

quarters,. had- rece1ved,. a’letter :from Juceph. '. ;
Xerife;- a-Moor. of Ronda, of Christian:lineage,: -

apprizing him of the situation of that im-
- portant place and its garrison, which at that =
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moment laid it open to 'attac_k_ ; and the mai--

quis was urgent with the king to seiZe upon
this critical moment, and secure a place, which.

was one. of. the most powerful: Moorish for-:
“tresses on the frontiers, and, in the hands .

of Hamet el Zegri, had been the scourge ‘of
Andalusia... The good marquis had_another

motive for: his advice; becoming a.true and

loyal knight. In the deep dungeons of Ronda
languished several of liis compamons in arms,
~who had been captured in the, def'eat in the.

- Axafquiai : To break their chams, and restore, v

them. to . lxberty and light, he felt to_be his

peculiar duty, as. one of those, who had most;

promoted that dlsastrous enterprlse.
- King Ferdinand hstened to the advrce of

'the marquis.’, He_ knew ‘the 1mportance of» -

-Ronda; which was. consrdered one of the keys
~.-of thé kingdom of Granada 5 and ‘he was dis-

2 posed to. punish. .the: mhabltants, f'or the aid”
# they had rendered to the garrlson at Com._
 Thessiege of Malaga, therefore, was abandoned; '
.. for the. present, “and: preparatlons made for
a‘rapid’ and secret move. agamst the c1ty of

Rondao fividid 3

im0
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©cH Ai’."ﬁER T
] Slege ofRonda R T IS L

Tae bold Hamet eI Zegrl, the alcayde of
'Ronda, had returned sullenly to- hlS strong
hold' after the surrender of Coin. * He "had
ﬂeshed his'sword in bé.ttle w1th the Christians; 5
. but his thirst for: vengeance was still unsatlsﬂed

Hamet glorled in 'the strength of his’ fortress,

‘and the valour of' hlS peop]e. ‘A fierce’and |

_warhke populace was ‘at his’ command “his
‘signal fires would sumionall thewarriors of _
“the Serrama, his Gomeres almost subsisted on
the spoils of Andalusia ; ‘and ‘in the-rock on
_ which “his  fortress * was ‘built were ‘hopeless
o dungeons, filled with’ Christian captlves, who
; had been carrxed oﬂ' by these war hawks of
| ""the mountains; ;Y E T B gl
' Ronda was considered as 1mpregnable. It
”_was_ situate in’ theheart of wild and.‘rugged :
~ mountains, and perched upon an iso]'ate“d.fock,‘._ ;
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crested by a strong citadel, with triple walls
- and towers. A deep ravine, or rather a per-
pendicular chasm of rocks, of frightful depth,
surrounded three parts of the city; through
“this flowed the Rio Verde, or Green: River.
There were fwo suburbs to the city, fortified
by walls and- towers, and almost inaccessible,

- from the natural asperlty of the rocks. Around

this rugged city:were deep rich- valleys, shel-
‘streams, ab.oun_c.img with grain, and the most
_delicious fruits, and yielding verdant meadows ;

‘inwhich was reared a renownedbreed of horses',

~ the best in the whole kingdom for a foray, -

.~ Hamet el Zegn had scarcely ' returned- to
Ronda, when he received 1nte111gence, that the
' Christian army was ‘marching to_the siege of
Malaga; . and orders. from El :Zagal. to- send
troops to his assistance.., Hamet sent. a part
 of his garrison for that purpose. . In the mean

time, he meditated .an: expedition to which

he was stimulated by pride and revenge. = All

“Andalusia was now drained of its troops: there
was an. opportumty, therefore, for an inroad, -
by which he ‘might; wipe out the disgrace of

-his defeat " at. the: battle of: Lopera. = Appre-,

o — ———— oy



" THE CONQUEST. OF. GRANADA. 271

~hending no danger '\to-. his ‘mountain city, now
that the storm of war. had passéd down into
the vega of Malaga, he:léft but a remnant-of
his: garrison. to-manits walls; and; putting
himself at the-head.: of his, band : of Gomeres, -
‘swept down suddenly into the. plainsiof Anda’
lusia, He careered, almost without resistance, -
ox;rér\.'thdse vast _campiiias, or..pasture :lands,
which form a part of the domains :of the Duke -
of Medina: Sidonia. .- In vain. the bells -were
fung,and the alarm fires kindled; the band of
Hamet had’ passed by before any force could

o be assembled; and-was only to be traced, like

a hurricane, by the. devastation.it. ‘had made.
- Hamet regained :in safety. the ;Serrania”de
Ronda, exultlng in his successful inroad. . The

- 'mountain glens werefilled with long droves of

‘cattle, and flocks of sheep, from the campifias
of Medina Sidonia. . . There were :mules, too,
laden with the plander of the villages; and
évery warrior, had some costly spml of Jewels
for:his favourite: mlstress. L R O Y

.. As El Zegri drew near to Ronda, he iwas
roused from his’;dream . .of : triumph- by the: .
sound of heavy ordnance, bellowmg_through
' the mountain defiles. His heart misgave him
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he .put . spurs to. his horse, and galloped in

advance of his lagging cavalgada.. As he pro-:
ceeded, the noisé of the ordnance’ mcreased
-echoing from cliff to cliff. Spunmg his horse.d-'"v
up a craggy height, which commanded.an. ex-_ :
tensive view, he beheld, to his consternatlon,f |
the country abouit Ronda white with the tentsﬁ
of a besieging army. . The royal standard, dis-

- played before a proud encampment, ‘showed

that Ferdinand hiinself was present; while tﬁe
" incessant blaze:and thunder of artillery, and

~ the volumes of ovérhanging smoke, told the' 3
‘work ‘of destructlon that .was going on. ik

. The royal army. had succeeded in.coming

. upon Ronda by, surprise; during. the absence'
~ of its a]cayde, and most of its gamson but

its mhabxtants ‘were . warhke, and defended

: themselves bravely, trustmg that Hamet and
hlS Gomeres would soon’ return to thelr ass1st-.:'_:
anCe Gl dunete Vel L ML AR S e
The fanc1ed strength of then' bnlwarks had:” 11}
been of little avail against the batteries of the.
b,esxegers_ Inthe space of four days, three
- towers, and great masses of the walls which
~ defended: the suburbs, were battered down,’
~ and the suburbs taken and plundered. - Lom-

e e g e N £y D L ST T : N
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bards and other heavy ordnance Were now o

levelled at the -walls-of . the_city, and stones /
and nnss11es of all kmds hurled mto the streets. do s
~ The- very rock on whrch the city. stood shook &

with the thunder of the artillery;; and the_,.l-:.\?'

‘Chustlan captlves, deep ‘within:its dungeons, i

hailed the. sound as the promise of deliverance,
When Hamet el Zegn beheld his city thus .

surrounded and | assalled he called ‘upon his

men’to follow ‘him, and make a desperate at-
‘tempt to cut their. way through to its relief,
~ They proceeded stealthllyvthrough the moun- o
_tains; until: they came to ‘the. nearest herghts O
above the Chnstlan camp. ‘When nlght fell; i

and part of' the army 'was sunk in sleep, they ; st

descended the. rocks, and rushmg suddenly .
upon the weakest part of the camp, endea-
voured: to break therr way. through and gain. X

the crty _The’ camp was” too.'strong to.be .

- forced ; they were.driven back to the:crags. of ..

“the mountams, whence they def'ended them--,
selves by showermg down darts and stones_, o

upon then' pursuers., PRt iy TR
. Hamet, now llghted a]arm ﬁres about the_,.

_helghts his standard was Jomed by the nelgh- . e

VOL. I. : , o
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‘bouring ‘mountaineers; ‘and - by troops.. from
Malaga. -Thus reinforced, he made 1epeated
- assaults . upon ‘the- Christians, cutting off all
stragglers from the camp. All his attempts,
however, to force his way into the city were
fruitless. Mémy of his bravest.men were slain,
and he was obliged to retreat mto the fast-
nesses of the mountains.* R

.~ In the mean while,. the dlstress of Ronda
was hourly increasing.” The Marquis of Cadiz,
having possession-of the suburbs, was enabled
to ‘approach to the very foot. of the:perpen:
_dicular precipice; rising from the river, on the
summit of ‘which the 'city is built. " At the
foot of this rock is a living fountain. of limipid
71 water, gushing into a‘great natural basin. : A
‘secret mine led down from within the city to

this. fountam, by several: hundred:steps, cut in

~ the solid rock.* From this-the. city .obtained
its chief supply-of water; and the:steps. were

deeply worn"by the weary feet ‘of Christian

~ captives employed in the painful labout. . The

‘Marquis of Cadiz discovered.this subtefranean E
passage, and directed his pioneers:to counter- - -
mine it through ‘the  solid body of the rock:

i ¥
TR
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They pier ced to- the shaft 5 and toppind‘ it
" up;.. deprived the city: of” the beneﬁt of thls
p1ec1ous fountain. ; .. :
- While the brave Marquns of Cadlz was’ thus
pressmg the siege with zeal, and glowing with
the generous theughts_ of soon delivering his

companions_in. arms from"the Moorish : dun.

geons, far other were thefeelings of the alcayde,

Hamet el Zegri. He' smote his breast,.and -
gnashed his teeth, in 1_mpp_ten,t fury, as he _beg

held, from the mountain.cliffs, the destruction
of the, city:- - Every thunder of the'Christian

ordnance seemed to- batter agamst lns heart

.....

od They_ fired .not mere}y ,spones _frp,r,n then

ordnance,” ‘says a -chronicler” of the:times,

¢ but: likewise ' great balls of jron,- cast’ in
moulds, which demolished every thing they

- struck.” | They threw also balls of tow; steeped .

in pitc¢h and .gil:and: gunpowder; which,- -when

‘once on’ ﬁre, were not to_be- extmgulshed and |

which set: the houses i in ﬂames. g e g S

:'Great ‘was ‘the - hon'or .of - the- mhabltants.‘ '
_ They knew not where to flee for refuge: their
home< were in a:blaze, or shattered by the

Rl
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~ordnance.’ The streets were perrlous, from the }

fallmv ruins and the bounding "balls,” whlch
dashed to pleces every thing- they encoun:
tered. " At mghtp the city looked like a fiery

furnace: the cries and wailings of the women

‘v;'er’e h"eerd- between the thunders ‘of the ords
nance, ‘and reached. even to the Moors on thé
'oppos1te mountains, ‘who- answered them by,’ E

yells of fury and despair.’

bt All hope of ‘external shccour bemg at an
~ end, the mhab1tants of Ronda were compelled

- to capltulate ‘Ferdinand was easﬂy prevalled

upon to grant thém favourable terms. “The -
place was capable of longer ‘resistance’; and

he feared for ‘the safety of his camp, ‘as the

\D -_f'orces wele ‘daily augimenting on" the moun-
ey ﬁtams, and makmg f'requent assaults. : ~The'i 1n-

“habitants were - permitted to: depart with” thelr
'eﬁ'ects, ‘either to Barbary or. elsewhere i and

those who chose to res1de in Spam bad lands
’asmgned ‘them, and were 1ndulged in"the

exercise of their religion., = - =i o as oy

~ No sooner did the.place sun ender, than de-
tachments were sent’ to attack the. Moors, Who 3

~“hovered about’ the ne1ghbour1ng mountains.

e f'Hamet el Zegrl, however, dld not remam, to f

R T
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: try a fruitless battle He gave up the game
as lost, and retreated. with his’ Gomeres, ﬁlled
wrth grref' and, 1age, but’ trustmg to fortune to
grve him'future’ Vengeance. | bt e

* The first care of the good Marqu is of Cadlz,
on entermg Ronda, ‘was ‘to deliver his. unf'or,-

‘tunate companions in arms ‘from . the’ dungeons

of the fortress. "What a différenice in ' their
looks, from the time, when, flushed with health
and hope, ‘and arrayed in mlhtary pomp,- they

‘had "sallied forth upon the mountain foray,
Many of them were almost naked, with irons
at their ankles, and beards reachlng to theu.
‘waists.  Their meetmg with the ‘marquis was
;joyful, yet it had the Took’ of grief; for their

- joy was rningled' with ‘many bitter recollec- -

tiéris..; There 'was: an imménse number of :

other captlves, among” whom _were ‘several
young men of noble families, who, w1th filial
piety,~had surrendered themselves prrsoners _
~ in place of' their fathers, - £ e
- The: captlves were all prov1ded wrth mule:s, E

and ‘sent” to :the, queen ' at’ Cordova... The . |

humane ‘heart of Isabella ‘melted at the sight’
of the piteous’cavalcade. ‘They were all sup- -
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plied. by. her with- food - and: raiment, and
-money to pay théir expenses to their homes,

Their:- chains._were. hung -as pious trophies

-against the exterior of the church of St. Juan
de los Reyes in Toledo, where. the Christian
traveller may regale his eyes with the s1ght of
them at ‘this very day. - 7 A s
~ ."Among the. Moorish. captlves was, a young

1nﬁdel maiden of great beauty, who desired to
become a Christian, ‘and to :remain in Spain.
She had been inspired with :the' lighit of the
true faith, through- the ministry .of ‘a. young
man, who had beeh’a',capt"ive in Ronda..  He

~ “was anxious 'to: completée his good work by

Iharrying her.. “The queen consented.to their
pious wishes, having first taken care, that the

‘young taiden should be properly punﬁed by

the holy sacrament of baptism. {0y =iy

"% Thus this pestilent tiest:of warfare and

1nﬁdehty, the city. of Ronda,” says the 'W\O\_lthy
" Fray Antonio Agapida, -“:was converted to
the true faith by the thunder of our. artillery.
‘An’ example which:was soon followed by

" Casanbonelas, - Alarbella, ‘and other,f_towns dn.

these parts; “insomuch. that, .in ‘the course
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of this, expedntlon, no Jess than seventy-two
places were rescued from the vile sect of
Mahomet, and placed under the, bemgnant
- dommauon of the cross. o d%i
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| CHAPTERXXXi) %

- How the people of Granada mv1ted Fl Zagal to the
throne, and how he marched to the cap1ta1

r VTHE people of' Granada were a versatlle,

g unxteady race, and exceedmgly glven to make

" and unmake kings. ‘They had, for a long time,
,vac:llated between old Muley Aben Hassan
~“and his son, Boabdil el Chicoj sometlmes_
settmg up- the . one, sometimes 'the -other,
and sometimes both at once, according to the
: pmch and pressure of external evils. . They :
found however, that the evils. st111 went on -
- increasing, in defiance of every change;. and
~..were at their wits’ end ‘to devise some new
; combmatlon or. arrangement by which an
_efficient government mxght be wrought out of'

two bad kings. . ‘

When the tidings arnved of' the fall of

Vi Ronda, and the consequent ruin .of the. fron-

~_tier, a_tumultuous assemblage .took[pla"c_e in
- one; of the public. squares. As usual, the
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| ’ ' lpeople attributéd the mlsf'mtunes of’ the
country : excluswely to the faults .of their
rulers : for the populace never imagine, that (*
any part of their miseries can originate with'4' .

themselves. . A craf'ty alf'aqul, named Alyme. B

Mazer, Who had watched the current of their
dlscontents, rose, and harangued thém.’
“You have been choosing and changing,”
‘said he, ‘between two.monarchs; ~e'm‘d_"who
- and ‘what are they? - Muley Aben Hassan for
~‘one; .a-man worn out by age and infirmities;
~-unable to sally forth against the foe, even'when
- ravaging: to the very gates of the citys and -
- Boabdil el Chico' for: the other; an Tapos't;ate,g
* a traitor, a’deserter from his throné a fiigitive
. among the enemies of his natior; a man fated
to mlsfortune, and proverblally named * the
unlucky ’ 3
“In a time of' overwhelmmg war, hke the _
- present, he only is fit to'sway a sceptre, who
-~ can ‘wield a sword. . Would- you seek such a
man? "You need not look far. Allah has sent ;
- siich’ a‘one, in this time of distress, to.retneve :
- the fortunes of Granada.~ You already know .
..+ whom I mean. - You know it can be no.otheér
/* " than your . getieral,‘ the invincible ‘Abdalla ;
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whose surname. of El Zagal has become a
watchword -in ‘battle, rousing the ‘courage of
the faithful, and stnkmg terror into the un-
believers.” S L R (i

»The multitude 1ece1ved the Words of the
alfaqm with acclamations; they were delighted
with the idea of a third king over Granada 3
4nd ‘Abdalla el Zagal, :being -of the. royal
family, and already in the virtual exerciseé ‘of
royal power; the ‘measure had: nothing in it
that appeared either rash:or. violent. A de-
. putation . was therefore sent to El Zagal at
: Ma]aga, inviting him to repalr to Granada to
receive the:crown., 3

+- El Zagal expressed great_surprise. and res
pugnance,:-when .the mission was announced -
"'to him ; -and nothing but his patriotic zéal for "

the public safety, and his fraternal eagerness

to ‘relieve:the :aged “Aben ‘Hassan from “the |

cares; of government, prevailed upon him. to
- accept the offer of the crown. . Leaving, there-
fore, Rodovan de Vanegas, one of the bravest

Moorish -generals, in command of Malaga, he
departed for Granada, attended by three hun-

dred. trusty cavaliers.. = =~ Tt

Old Muley “Aben Hassan dld not Walt for :
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the arrival of his brothet. . Unable any longer.

to buffet.with the ‘storms. of-the times, his
only solicitudé was: to séek some safe arid quiet
harbour of repose. In one of the deep valleys
which. indent: the Mediterranean’. coast, and
which. are shut.up, on the land side, by stu:
pendous mountains, .stood the little city of
Almunecar.  -The valley was watered by the
river Frio, and abounded with fruits, with grain,
and -with ‘pasturage... The: city -was:strongly
fortified ; and the garrison and alcayde were

.devoted to ‘the old monarch. . This was the
- place chosen by Muley:Aben Hassan for ‘his

asylum. . His first care was to.seiid thither all
his ‘treasures ;. 'his ‘next,. to take refuge there
himself’; “his third, that. his: sultana Zorayna,
and their.two sons, should follow him. ", - .
: In the mean time, : Muley Abdalla el Zagal
pursued his journey towards. the capital, .at:
tended by his three hundred cavaliers. : The
road from Malaga to:Granada winds ¢lose. by :
Alhama,and -is commandéd by that fortress.
This had: been a most’:perilous pass;for the
Moors during the time that Alhama was com-
manded by. the Court de Tendilla. ' Not.a tra: -
veller could escape his eagle eye; and his gar-
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rison was ever ready for a sally The‘ Couht
de’ Tendﬂla, however, had béen reheved from
this arduous post; and it had been’ given in

chai'gej to Don Gutiere ‘de Padilla, ‘clavero or

f:reasurer of the order. of Calatravaj an easy,
.indulgén't"mah, who had with him three hun,
dred gallant k‘ni'gh‘t's:of his order, beside other

mercenary troops. - The garrison -had fallen
- offin dlsc1plme the cavaliers” were _hardy in

fight and daring in’foray, but confident’ in
themselves, and. neghgent of proper precau-
_tions.  Just before the journey of El Zagal, a
numbér of these cavaliers, with several soldiers
of' fortune of the garrison, in-all one hundred

and’ seventy mén, had 'sallied forth to ‘harass

the Moorish country, during ‘its present dis-
: tracted state ;" and having ravaged the valleys
of the’ Slerra Nevada _or sfowy mountains,

were returning to Alhama, in gay spmts, -and e

i bladen with booty: -

~As El Zagal passed through the nelghbour--
} hood of Alhama, he recollected” the ancient

_ hperlls of the road, and sent light corradors in . -
advance, to inspect each rock and ravine where
~a foe mlght lurk in ambush One of these -
. -”:scouts, overlookmg a narrow valley, which

e




