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A questmn now arose among certain of those
anc1ent and experienced men, who grow gray
about & court in the profound. study of forms
and ceremonials; with whom a point of punc-

~ tilio is as a vast political right, and who con-
tract a sublime and aiwful idea of the external

dlgmty of the throre. "Certain of these court

‘sages propounded the’ momentous questxon,

whether. the Moorish morniarch, coming to do
homage as a vassal, ought not to kneel, and
kiss the hand of the king. : ¢ This was imine-
diately. decided in the affirmative, by a large

number of ancient cavahers, accustomed,” says

Antomo Agapida, “ to. the Tofty punctilio. of
our most dlo'mﬁed court and transcendent so--
vereigns.” The kmg, therefore, was informed,

hy those who arranged the ceremonials, that,

when the Moorish. monarch appeared 'in his
presence, he was expected to extend hlb royal
hand to receive the kiss of homage.. iy
;-1 should certainly do.so,” rephed ng
I‘erdmand “ were he at liberty, and in hls
own kingdom: but I certamly shall. not do so,
seeing that he is a prisoner, and in mine.” '
The courtiers loudly applauded the magna-
nimity of this reply; though many condemned
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it ‘in secret,. as savouring. of too. much: gene.-
rosity towards an-infidel;. and the worthy Jesuit
Fray . Antomo Agaplda f‘ull) concurs: in. thelr
opinion; :

.. The Moorlsh kmg entered Cordova w1th h1s
httle.tram of faithful knights, and escorted by
all the nobility and ‘chivalry: of .the Castilian

court.. He was conducted with -great ‘state
and ceremony to -the royal palace. .When he

came in presence.of King Ferdinand, he knelt,
~ and offered to kiss .-hisf hand, .not merely in
homage as his.subject, but:in.gratitude for
*his liberty. . Ferdinand declined the token of
vassalage,.and raised him graciously from.the
earth. * An interpreter began,..in..the name
of Boabdil, to laud :the magnanimity of the
Castilian. monarch, and: to promise: the most
impli¢it. submission. .  Enough;” said King
Terdinand, interrupting. the: interpreter in the
midst of his harangue;. * there.is no neéd of
theése compliments. "I trust in his integrity,
that he ‘will do every. thing: becoming a good

man, and-a good King.” With these words, -
he received Boabdil el Chico. mto hlS royal

f'nendshlp and protectlon
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 CHAPTER XXL,
: Return of Boabdxl from captxv:ty

IN the month of August a ‘noble Mom, of
tlle race of the Abencerrages, arrived with
a splendid retinue at the city of Cordova,
bringing with him the son of Boabdil el Chico,

““and other of the noble youths of Granada, as

hostages for the fulfilment. of the terms. of
ransom... When'the Moorish king beheld his
son, his-only child, who was to remain in his
stead, a sort of -captive.in a hostlle land, ‘he
folded him in his arnis, and, wept over him.

~ % Wo the day that I was born!” exclaimed

he, * and evil the star that presided at my

" birth! well was I called El Zogoybi, . or ¢ the

unlucky 2> for. sorrow is heaped upon me by

my father, and sorrow do:I.transmit to my
son l” ‘ ~ o7 . .

. The. aﬂhcted heart of Boabdll however, '
was soothed by the, kindness of the Christian
sover: exgns, who received the hostage prince
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with a tenderness suited to his age, and a
distinction worthy of his rank. :
. They delivered him in charge to the worthy
alcayde Martin de Alarcon, who had treated
his father with such courtesy, during his con-
finement - in: g:he_ .castle of ‘Porcuna; giving
orders, that, after the departure of the latter,
“his" son. should: be -entertained with great
~honour and prmcely attentlon in the same
fortress. = et
On'the 2d of September, a guard of honour
“assembled at the gate’ of themansioun of
“Boabdil, to- escort him to -the frontiers of his
kingdom.. He pressed his. child to his. heart
at parting ; but he uttered not a word, for
there were many:Christian eyes to behold his
emotion.: He mounted his: steed, and never
~ turned his head to look again upon the. youth;

but those who were near him'observed the ve-

hement struggle that shook his frame, wherein

the angulsh of the father had well nigh subdued

the studied equanimity of the king. . )
Boabdil “el Chico and King Ferdinand

sallied - forth, side by ‘side, -from Cordova,

amidst - the:acclamations. of a prodigious mul-
titude, -. When they- were : a short. distance
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from the city, they separated, with many gra<
cious expressions’ on :the part of the’ Castilian
‘mionarch, and many  thankful acknowledg-
meits from his’ late captive, whose heart had
béen humbled by adversity. - Ferdinand de:
paited for Guadalupe, and Boabdil" for Gra: -
nada. The latter was accompanied by a guard:
of honour; and the viceroys-of Andalusia, and
the generals, on the frontier, were ordered to
furnish him with eséorts, and-to show .him-all
possible Honour on his’ journey.- In.this way,
he was condiicted, in:royal state, tlirox_xgh the:
" country he:had entered to. ravage, and: was
placed in safety in his own-dominions.. " °
- He: was met, on the frontier, by the prinz
.+cipal nobles and cavaliers of his’ court, who:
had been secretly sent by: his tnother, the:
" sultana Ayxa, to escort him to the ¢apital.
.- The 'heart of Boabdil was lifted up for: a
morment, when he_found himself in his:own
 territories, surrounded-by: Moslem . kights,-
with his own standards Waviﬁg‘ over his head ;’
and he begin to doubt the predictions’ of-
astrologers. He sooti found' cause, however;
: ~ to moderate’ his: exultation; 'Tlie loyal train,;
& which had come to. welcome him, was but,

. ik
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scanty in number’; and he missed any of his
-most zealous and - obsequious courtiers. He
had returned, indeed, to his kingdom ; but:it

was no longer the devoted kingdom he had -

left. " The story of his vassalage to the Chris-
tian soveréigns had been made use of by his
father to ruin him with his- people. - He had
- been represented:as a traitorto his country, a
renegado to. his faith, and as leagued with the
enemies of. both, .to subdue the Moslems of
Spain to.the yoke: of.Christian bondage. - In
this.;.way ‘the mind: of~the public had been
turned:from"him.: : The greater. part- of the
“nobility had throrged round the throne of his
father in.the Albambra ;. and his mother, the
resolute. sultana "Ayxa,. with difficulty : main-
tained. her. factlon in the opp031’ce towers of
the alcazaba. - % Vi i

* Suchwas the melancholy p1cture of aﬂ'au's ‘

given: to Boabdil by the.courtiers: who had
come:forth to meet him. . They eveninformed

' him, that it would be an éntérprise of difficulty
and:. danger. to :make his way back to the.
capital, and regain the little court which still .
remained faithful to him in:the' héart of the'
city. <. The. old- tiger, Muley Aben.Hassan, -
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lay couched within the Alhambra, and the

walls and "gatés of the city. were "strongly
guarded by his troops. = Boabdil shook his
head at these tidings. - He called to mind the
ill. omen of his breaking his lance against the

‘gate of* Elvira, when ‘issuing forth so vain-

gloriously: with- his army, .which he now saw
clearly. foreboded  the - destruction ' of "that
army, on which he had- so confidently relied.
¢« Henceforth,” said he, “let no man have the
'1mp1ety to scoff at omens.” :
“Boabdil approached his capital by stealth

: and in_the night, prowling about its ‘walls

like'an enemy seekingto destroy, rather than

~ a monarch returning to his throne. At length

he seized-upon a postern gate of the albaycin,
a part of the city which had'’always:beenin
his favour. - -He: passed’ rapidly through the
streets, before the populace were aroused from
their sleep, and reached: in safety. the fortress
of the alcazaba. - : Here he was received into
the embraces of hi§ lintrépid ‘mother, and his
favourite wife Morayma. The transports of
the latter, on the safe ‘return of her husband,

. were mingled with tears;” for she thought of

her father, Ali‘Atar, whohad ‘fallen "in: his
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cause ; and of her only son, who Was' left d .
hostage in the -hands of the Christians..

The  Lieart of Boabdil, softened by his mls-. )
" fortunés, was moved by the changes’ in’ every
thing round him ; but his mothei called up"
his spirit. . ¢ This,” said she, i§ no time for
tears and fondness: a king must think of his
-sceptre and his throne, and not yxeld to soft- -
ness . like common men: = Thou hast done
well, my son; in’ “throwing thyself resolutely
~ into Granada: it must depend upon- thyself

whether thou' remain’ heré a kmO' ora cap-
tive.” gl , '

The old kmg, Muley Aben Hassan had 1e-’
tired to his couch" that" night, in"one of the
strongest towers of the Alhambra;. but his
réstless anxiety kept him:from repose.. In the -
- first .watch' of the-night, he heard a shout
faintly rising from the'quarter ‘of the albaycin,
which is on the’ ‘opposite side of the deep valley
of the Darro. “Shortly - afterwards, horsemen-
came galloping up’the hill that leads to the
main - gate of thé Alhambra, spreading. thé
alarm, that Boabdil had -entered the cxty, ‘and
po»sessed ‘himself of the alcazaba -‘

- In the ﬁrst tramports of his rage, the old
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~ king would have struck the messengeér to

‘earth.. He hastily summoned his counsellors
‘and commanders, exhorting them to stand by
‘him in this critical moment ; and, during the
night, made every préparation to enter. the
:albaycin, sword in hand, in the morning.

- In the mean time, the sultana Ayxa had
‘taken prompt. and  vigorous .measures to.

- strengthen her ‘party. - The albaycin was the

part of the city filled by the lower orders.” The
return of Boabdil was proclaimed throughout

~the streets, and: large sums of money were

distributed among the populace. 'Thé nobles,
assembled in the alcazaba, were promised ho- -
nours and rewards by Boabdil, as.soon as he
should be firmly seated on the throne. These
welltimed measures had the customary effect;

‘and by daybreak all the motley populace of

the albaycin were in arms.

" A doleful day succeeded. All Granada was
a scene-of tumult and horror. ~ Drums and
trumpets resounded in every part; all business
was interrupted ; -the ‘shops were. shut, the
doors barricadoed. - Armed bands paraded the
streets;- some shouting for Boabdil, and some
for Muley Aben Hassan. When they encoun-

VOL. I. : o
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tered, -each. other', they fought .furiously; fand ‘
without:mercy; . every public square became a
sceneof battle.  The great mass of the lower
orders. was in favour: of Boabdil; :but .it was
a ‘multitude. without discipline:or lofty spirit.
Part . of the people was regularly armed; - but
the greater.number had ‘sallied forth with the
implements of their trade.. ::'The troops of the
old king, among. whom were many -cavaliers
of pride and valour, soon .‘drove;t“he pOpuiacg
from the squares.-: They:fortified themselves,
however, in the streets and lanes, which. they

~ . barricadoed. - They-made fortresses of their

houses, and fought desperately from the win-
dows and.the roofs; and many-a warrior of
the highest blood of Granada was:laid low
by plebeian, hands, .and plebelan weapons, in
this. civil brawl.. O TR C T L A e o RO
- It was 1mposs1b1e that such. v1olent convul-
sions ' should last long in: the heart ofa city.
The people soon:longed for' repose, and a re-

turn: to their peaceful occupations; {a,nd;the e

cavaliers . detested - these conflicts - with the
- mulfitude, in which there were all the horrors -

~ of war, without its laurels. By the interfer-
ence of the alfaquis, an armistice was at length =
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effected. Boabdil was persuaded that there
was no dependence upon the 1nconstant favour
of the multitude, and was prevailed upon to
quit a capital, where he could only maintain a
precarious seat upon his throne, by a perpetual
and bloody struggle.. He fixed his court at the
city of Almeria, which was entirely devoted
to him; and which at that time vied with' Gra-
nada ‘in splendour and importance. This com-
promise of grandeur for tranquillity, however, -
was sorely against the’counsels of his' proud
spirited mother, the sultana Ayxa.' = Granada
appearedin’ her eyes. the only legitimate seat. .
of dominion; and she observed, with a.smile.
of disdain,:that-he ‘was not worthy of being:
called a monalch, who was ‘hot maste1 of h]s'
capltal

02
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CHAPTER XXII

..&

! Foray of the Moorxsh alcaydes, and battle of* Lopera ».; '

THOUGH Muley Aben Hassan had regamed

u‘ndlvlded sway ov_er _‘the ctty, of Gra.n‘ada,, and
- the alfaquis, by his command, had denounced

 his son Boabdil as an- apostate, and as one
B doomed by Heaven to ‘misfortune ; still" the
iy latter had ‘many adherents among the common, "
h vpeople Whenever, therefore, any act of the
i‘old monarch ‘was dlspleasmg to the turbulent ke
"l_'multltude, they were prone ‘to give him a
~ hint of the shppery nature of h1s standlng, by o
";__'shoutmg out the name of Boabdll el Chico. -
" Long’ expemence had instructed Muley Aben
Hassan in’ the character of the inconstant v X
people over whom he ruled. « Al]ah achbar!”
exclaimed he, ¢ God is great' but a successful =
~ inroad into the- ‘country of the’ unbelievers s

* will make more converts to my cause, than a

}jif_._ﬂ_thousand texts of' the Koran, eXpoun de d by
%) ;;'.lten thousand alf‘aquls O TS o el
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At th1s tlme, King Ferdmand ‘was absent . -

from Andalusia on a- dlstant exped1t10n, Wlth
- many of his troops...The: moment was favours
able for a foray ; and Muley Aben Hassan cast
about his thoughts for. a leader.to. conduct ity 4
Ali Atar, the terror of the border, the scour, ge
of Andalusia, was dead ;. but there was another
veteran general scarce 1nfer10r to him for pre- ,
. -datory warfare.: This was old Bexn', the gray
~ and crafty alcayde of Mdlaga, and the people
- under’his command ‘were ripe for an expe-
~ dition, of the- kind. ' The signal defeat and .
| »slaughter of the Spanlsh knights, in the rieighs

- bouring mountams, had filled the people of
- Malaga - with: vamty and | self-concelt they

had attributed to thelr own valour the defeat

- Whlch had been caused. by the nature of the :

: country Many of them wore. the’ armour, and

‘paladed in pubhc ‘with the horses, of the un-
-sfortunate cavaliers slain onthat occasion; which ;
. they vauntlngly d1<p1ayed as: the. tlophles of

their boasted victory: They had talked them-»- (R
. selves into a ¢ontempt for the chlvalry P Al

~ dalusia, and were 1mpat1ent for an opportunity
to overrun a country defended by such troops.

> Thn, Muley Aben Hassan conmdered afavoula Ui
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- able state of mind to ‘énsui€ a-daring inroad;

and ‘he sent ‘orders: to"old Bexir, to gather
together his people;:and.the k choicest warriors
of"the borders, and to carry fire and sword into.

the: very heart.of Andalisia.”, The wary. old
Bexir imniediately: despatched. his emissaries

among the alcaydes of th”e;bdrderrtbizvns’,ba]liﬁg '
- upon:them' toassemble, with their troops,

the- 01ty of' Ronda, dose upon the Chnstlan

+ ~

v frontiers. i tme, e el B R

ot Ronda was the most v1ru1ent nest of Moorxsh

- depredators in the whole border-country. " It
: Wés'situa'tedfin the midst of the wild Serrania,
' or chain of monitainis of the same name, which
s aleuncommonly]ofty, broken, and precipitous.

“It:stood’on an almost isolated: rock; nearly

””;‘enc1rcled by a*deep "valley;.or:ratlier chasm;
o through which ran ‘the ‘beautiful fiver called
~ Rio Verde.: Thé Moors ‘of this:city were the -
most ‘active, robust, and warlike of all. the - v
* mountaineers ; : anduth‘elr Very: children ‘dis-

charged:: the crossbow w‘ith:,?u‘r_’lerring? aim;
They *were " incessantly  harassing .the: rich .~ &
‘plamq of Andalusia:: their city abounded with =~
- Christian spoﬂs ‘and their deep dungeons were 5
crowded_ with’ ,Chnstlan_ captives, ‘who might

gt = o

s g
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~ sigh in, vain for deliverance from’ this'impreg-
nable fortress: - Such.was Ronda in the time
of the Moors; and it has.ever retained some-
- thing of the same character,:even to the present -

day.; Its inhabitants continue to be among the = -

boldest, fiercest,-and most adventurous, of the
“Andalusian ‘mountaineers ; ‘and the. .Serrania
. de Ronda is famous, as the. most 'dzi_ngérotxs

resort of the bandit and the contrabandista.
> Hamet : Zeli; surnamed ‘El Zegri,” was the

commander .. of this belligerent city. and ‘its
“fierce inhabitants. - He was of the tiibe of the
"Zegris, and one of the most proud and daring -
of that warlike race. - Beside ‘the ‘inhabitants
of Ronda; he had a’legion of African Moors
in: his:immediate service: »They were of the
tribe of the Gomeres ; mercenarytroops, whose
hot. African blood had not yet been tempered
by. the softer.living of Spain; and whose whole

“business was-to fight.. These he,képt.-alv{_rays ok

\ .Weu armed and well étppoihtéd. > The rich pas= "
turage of the,va]ley of'Ronda produced a breed . .

~of horses, famous for. strength:and speed:sno

cavalry,’ therefore, . was better . mounted :than

the band of Gomeres. * Rapid: on' the.march;

-~ fierce in the attack, it would sweep down upon
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the Andalusian plains likea sudden blast from
the. mountams, and pass away as suddenly,
l)ef'ore there was time for pursuit.: ‘

:“There was nothing that stirred up the 9p1r1t e
; .of' the Moors of the frontiers more thoroughly -

- ~than-the idea of a foray. . The sunmons. of
_Bexir ‘was ‘gladly obeyed by the aléaydés of

7 thei bordel towns; and: in a little while there - .
~.was. a force:of fifteen hundred horse, and.four

o thousand foot,” the very pith and marrow. of

s thE surrounding country, assembled within the
. walls of Ronda.  The 'people" of the. place
~ anticipated with eagerness’the rich spoils of -

~~Andalusia;. t]iat»;vi'wer'e’ “soon - toi crowd ‘their

.. gates. .. Throughout ' the . day,  the ity re-

. sounded with . the noise -of : kettledram, and

e ,,_:trilmpet';':" the - highmettled steeds stamped . °
- and neighed in their stalls, as if they shared
“the impatience for the foray; while the Chris- -

tian " captivessighed, as the varied din of

preparation reached to their rocky dungeons,
denoting that-a fresh assault was preparmg‘

- against their countrymen.

g The infidel host sallied forth, full of' spmts, it
antlmpatmg an’ ‘easy ravage, ‘and -abundant :
i booty mThey encouraged each other dn-a . -

LTI IONGIT g RT YT TN
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contempt for the prowéss of the foe. " Mary
. of the warriors of Malaga, and of some of the
mountain towns, had insultingly arrayed them-
selves in the splendld armour of the Christian
‘knights, s]am or taken prisoners in the famous
‘massacre; -and some of them rode the Anda-~
lusian steeds whlch had been captured on that
oceasion,: Tt Hy il i,
“The wary Bex1r had concerted hlS plans $0
'secretly and expeditiously, that the Christian
towns of Andalusia had not the least suspicion
of thie storm; that had gathered beyond the -

" “mountains.’ The vast and rocky range of the

- Serrania de. Ronda ‘extended "like" a skreen,' ;
- covering all their movements from observation.

<7 The army’ made’its way as rapidly as the . -

- rugged nature of the mountains would permit, - -
‘guided by Hamet el Zegri, the bold alcayde
of Ronda, who knew -every pass and ‘defile.
- Not a drum, nor the clash of a cymbal, nor *
~the blast ‘of a trumpet, was pérmitted to be
_heard. . The .mass of war rolled quiétly on,
‘as the gathering cloud to- the: brow of the
- mountains, 1ntend1ng to burst down; 11ke the -
thundelbolt ‘upon the plain. : _
Never let the most wary commander f'ancy 5
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himself secure from discovery; for rocks have

eyes, and trees have ears, and the birds of the

air:have tongues,: to. betray. the: most.secret. A
enterprise.:.. There: chanced,: at this time, ‘to-
be :six. Christian. scouts: prowling .about. the.
_ savage -heights .of : the. Serrania .de. Ronda:

They..were ‘of. thatkind .of. lawless ‘ruffians
“who infest the borders of belligerent countries;
ready at .any time. to:fight .for ‘pay,.or: prowl
for ;plunder.: The - wild fountain, passes- of

-+ Spain have ever abounded ' with 160sé, tambling -
yagabonds (‘)ffthe,kind;'bsoldiers in war, robbers.

in"peace;:guides; guards, .smugglers,.or cut: -

throats, accordmg ‘to the c1rcumstances of the:

‘l

& case " ,»‘ff‘,'.:."';"'n‘ Py ST P st ;',.3;:;:';;',‘¢'i‘."f :

¥

r1i%e These six marauders,” says Fray.: Antonio -
;]‘Agapu_ia,; ‘“were,.on: this occasion, chosen in.;-
-~ struments, sanctified by ‘the:righteoushess.of = -

 theiri.cause.;.“They..were lurkirg  among ‘the-

mouritains, toentrap Moorish cattle, or’Moorish .

prisoners;: both of.which were equally saléable

. in the; Chrlstlan smarket.” s el 1 Lunds

LR R RO *

ring They had. ascended one: of' the lofhest chﬁ's,f'
ey and were:looking:out, like birds of prey, ready‘_"' o

~ ° to pounce upon any:thing' that might offerin -~
G ..the valley, when; they descrled the Mooush ; A
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army enieérging from-a mountain glen. They
watched it in silence; as it wound-below them,
remarking ‘the:standards‘ of the various towns,
and 'the pennons: of the commanders._ - They-
hovered about it;.on its march, sku]king' from' -
cliff to cliff; until they saw the route by which
it intended t6 enter the Chrisqtian"_country;‘
They then dispersed, each making his: way,
by the secret pé’ssés;o’f the mountains, to, some -
different alcayde, that they might spread'the
alari: far and- wide; and each get a. separate
'b'reward SRR e S RS R £ g

:iOne hastened to- Luls Fernandez Puerto :
| Cartero, the same valiant alcayde who had re-
“ pulsed Muley Aben Hassan- from; the walls of
"'/ Alhama,'and "who ‘now: commanded at Ecija,
“in:the. absence of the:master :of..Santiago.
Others. roused -tlie town:of Utrera, and-the
- places of that. nexghbourhood puttmg them
- all.on: the alert.: AR ST e

)....

“+ Puerto Carlero ‘was a cava11e1 of' consum- -
mate: vigour.and activity. - ‘He immediately

' sent.couriers to- the alcaydes :of ‘the:neigh:- %/

" bouring. fortresses,; .to Herman Cartello, cap-

tain-of .a body of the Holy Brotherhood, and =~ '
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to certam kmghts of the' order of Alcantara.
~Puerto Carrero was the first to take the field.
Knowing the hard and hungry service of these
border scampers, he made every man fake'a
hearty repast, and see that his’horse was well

" shod, and perfectly appointed. : Thén, all being -

refreshed, and in valiant heart, he $allied forth
to seek the Moors. . He had but"a handful of

~ men, the retainers of his household, and troops

of his captamcy but. they were well -armed
and mounted, and accustomed 'to the’ sudden

rouses of the b01 der men with whom the cry :

“of “‘Arm and out! to horse and to the field |

was’ sufﬂc1ent at any time to put them in a o

‘fever of anlmatlon. 3 7 e gg 1

* While the northern part of Andalusm was

‘thus on the alert, one of the scouts: had; has:

i v_'tened 'southward, to: the. -city of :Xeres, ‘and :
- given thealarm to the valiant Marquis of Cadl7.
When the malquls heard, that the Moor was .

“over. the'. b01der, and -that -the standard:. of

- Malaga was in the advance, his- heart bounded .~

. 'witha momentary Joy; for he: remembered the =

. massacre in the: mountains; where hlb vahanti R

})rothers had been mangled before hrs eyes. b

R T et T
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The very. authors of his calamity yve‘re'now whL
hand, and he flattered hlmbelf that the day of : "
vengeance had arrived.. e TRy
~:He made a hasty. levy of his retamers, and
of the. ﬁghtmo' men of Xeres, and hurried off,
with three- hindred horse and two_hundred
foot, all resoliite men, and panting for revenge.
.+ In the mean.time, the veteran Bexir had
‘ .accornplished his march, as he imagined, un-
discovered., From the. o'penin'gé of the craggy
deﬁles, he pointed ‘out the fertile plains of -
Andalusm, and regaled the eyes of his soldlery N

: ~ with: the’ rich country théy were about - A6 1
~ravage. « The fierce. Gomeres of. Ronda WERe s s
flushed with j joy at the s1ght -and even the1r P s

i steeds seemed. to prick 1 up their ears,’and snuff i
‘the breeze, as they beheld the scenes. of thelr '
frequent forays: . s “ivi rinnisi i s
- +When they came to where the mountaln i
deﬁle opened into the low land, Bexir- divided
his force into three parts: one, composed of

foot sold1ers, ‘and. of 'such -as Were weakly.‘_:_‘. :

mounted he léft to guard the pass; bemg too -

experlenced a veteran: not ‘to know! the i nn« i

portance ‘of securing a retreat. . A second body '

he placed in ambush among ‘the Q‘TOVes e dv s
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thickets' on. the banks’ of ithe. river Lopera

The third, consisting of light cavalry; he sent - .

forth to ravage the Campifia, or great: plain
- of Utrera. . Most. of this latter force was com-

posed.of the fiery Gomeres of Ronda, mounted
on the fleet steeds bred.among. the mountains
It. was led by the bold:alcayde Hamet el
Zegri,. Who was: ever eager to ‘be foremost in

T . g

the foray E A v L S S AC S L

 Little: suspectmg, that the country on bot]n

51des was on .the ,alarr_n, and. rushing from*all -
| d_iréctions}.’foi"close:‘.ﬁponf_. them. in. rear, ‘this . -
_fiery - troop: dashed : forward, -untili they: came
* within. two leagues ~of . Utrera.:: Here:.they:
" scattered themselves about ithe plain; career:
ing round the great herds: of cattle, and flocks -
of sheep; .and sweeping. them 1nto droves, to

m.«-*

" be hurned to the mountains.

A i« While “they were ‘thus: dlspersed in.évery
i éhrectxon, atroop.of horse, and body of féof; ~

from Utrera; came suddenly upon. them: - Thé

Moors’ rallied ‘together in small. parties; and
endeavoured to defénd themselves: but they i

were without a leader; for. Hamet el Zegri.was = -

- at.a distance, having, like a hawk, made a wide: * =
. circuit.in _:_pursui‘t;'of:prey.[:The‘f‘ma‘rautlei's_r A

Jli'-
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soon- gave Way, and fled towards ‘the ambush
on the: banks of the Lopera, being hotly pur-,
A sued by the men-of: Utrerasiuy, oidmn - g
,When they: reached the Lopera;’ ‘the- Mooré »
ih..:ambush: rushed forth,: with furious cries;
-and the fugitives, recovering.courage from:this -
reinforcement; rallied, and ‘turned:uipon ‘their '
pﬁl‘éuel'sgz:'.:The Christians stood their. ground,
‘ though greatly -inferior! in: number. . Their
- lances ‘were: soon ‘broken;: and they came to-.
fsharpx work w1th sword and c1meter. The -

| :‘A_of being overwhelmed The bold Hamet had:f. i

~ collected: a handful of his scattered Gomeres’

-~ and, rleavmg his . prey, had. galIoped towards ,;'5 :
the scene of action.: :: Hls little. troop of- hOrse-”"i-‘? o

| men had reached the crest of a: rising ‘ground,
at:'no " gréat’ distance, :when-trumpets: were
heard in; another: direction, : and:: Luis: Fer-

i ;, ’nan’dezf Puerto: Carrero, and -his -‘follo’wer's} E :
. came : galloping'into: thé: ﬁeld,s and charged e

' »upon the infidéls:in ﬂankv s

, +The Moors ‘were astounded .at: ﬁndmg war' % |
thus bteakmg upon them! from various quét:

- ters of what. they had expected to find an un:
__'guarded country. . -They- fought for a short "

’,f:tlme thh desPeratmn, and resnsted a vehe-,? hih
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ment assault irom the kmghts of Alcantala,
and the men at arms of the Holy Brotherhood.
At length the veteran Bexir was struck f'rom :
- his"horse by Puerto Carrero, and taken pri-
soner; and the whole force gave way and fled.
In' their flight they separated, and took two
roads to the mountains; thinking, by dividi'ng' }
their forces,” to' distract the -enémy. ; The

~ Christians were. too few to separate. ‘Puertvo' e

Carrero: k_ep'f them- tovgethevr,v pursuing one
division of the enemy. with great’ slaughter.

K This battle took place at the fountain of g

‘fig_tree, near to the Lopera. Six hundred

“"""Moorish cavahers were slam, and’ many taken ety

 prisoners. . Much spoil was- collected on the ‘

e field, with which ‘the Chrlstlans retumed m"‘ PN

151 'trmmph to their homes. © . |

- The larger body of the eliemy had retreatedf_'.; :

'along by road leadmg more to the south, by _ﬂ‘:;"

" “the banks of the Guadalete. * When theyl'_izE

i j"reached that river, the sound of PUISult had

o died away ; and they rallied, to breathe and re-? R

- fresh. themselves on the margin of the stream, -

- Their force Was reduced to about a thousand‘"_'.‘__'_:jq' ‘
~ horse, and 'a’ - confused multitude of f'oot.f,".‘ b
~ While'they -were scattered -and. partly dls-' 2 i
- .t,_'mounted on’ the banks of' the Guadalete,
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fresh storm of' war, burst upon them from an
opposite ’ direction.” . It was’ the ‘Marquis - of
Cadiz, leadmg on’ his household troops, and :
the fighting men of Xexez. When the Chrls- L

tian warriors cameé in sight of the Moors, they
were roused  to fury! at' beholding ‘many of

them arrayéd. in the ‘armour of the: cavaliers

who had been slain among the mountains of
Malaga - Nay," ome, ‘who had been in that ,
defeat, beheld -their - own armour,’ which- they 5 |
had cast away in the1r ﬂlght, to. enable them: "
~selves. to ‘climb_ the mountams. Exasperated )
at- the sight; they rushed | upon the foe, with

the f'eroc1ty of ' tlgers, rather than the tem-' '
perate courage of" cavahers "Each man felt a8~ "

-if he were avengmg the'death of a relative, or
wiping out his own disgracé. = The good ‘mar

" quis himselfbeheld a povyerful Moor bestriding
the hor”se of his brother Beltran: giving a cry ”

of rage and angulsh at the sight, ‘he rushed -

“through the thickest .of. the enemy, attacked
the. Moor with resxstless fury, and,: af'ter 4
short ‘combat, hurled h1m breathless to the
earth vt P A M el s i e
The Moors, aheady vanqulshed in spmt
: -could not withstand' the assault of men’ thus
VOL L e o4 XL P
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4 fﬁad]y_ excited. : They sooﬁ'gé}vé -way;and fled

for the.défile:of the Serrania.de Ronda, where -
the: body:of ‘troops had . been :stationed to

~ secure a retreat. These, seeing them come
galloping wildly up the: defile, with.Christian

) banneys in_pursuit,” and the flash’ of weapons
~ at their deadly. work, thought all- Andalusia

~‘was upon-them, and fled, without awditing .an

attack.: ;The pursuit contmued‘among glens
‘ and defiles; for the Christian.wari'ior's, ‘eager
- for revenge, had no compassion ‘on the foe. ..i
. When the pursuit was over, the Marquis of
Cadiz.-and his. followers:reposed themselves

| ‘upon the banks of the Guadalete, ‘where they
divided: the. ‘spoil. .. /Among this were found

_many irich- corslets, “helmets, and .weapons;
the Moorish trophies: of the: defeat; in: the

. mountains of .Mzi]aga;,., Several -were .claimed = . :
- Dby their-owners, others. were kiiown“to have

';‘ belonged .:to _noble cavahels, who had been

slain, ortaken prisoners. ; Theére were several -
horses . also, richly : caparisoned, -which. had”
- pranced. proudly’ with the.. .unfortunate warm_
- riors, as they sallied out of Antequera. upon -
ity that fatal expedition.; Thus the exultation of ;
o : ~t;he vxctors was dashed w1th me]ancholy, and_; L

T e— -
- S e 5 g
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many a knight was seen ]amentmg over the
helmet or corslet of' some loved companlon
in arms. e

The good Marqun of Cadlz was restmg
under a tree, on the ‘banks of the Guadalete,'
when the horse, whlch had belonrred to his
slauvhtered brother Beltran, was brought to
him.~ He laid hi§ hand upon the' mane; and
looked wistfully at “the empty saddle. . His
" bosom heaved with fviolént»'agitation,v’-‘and his
lip quivered, ‘and was' pale.: '« Ay de mi," mi
hetriiano - ¢« Wo is me, fy brother " was‘all
that he said, f'or the grief of'a warrior ‘has not
* many" -words: ! ‘He-looked" around on the ﬁe]d
~ strewn:with the bodies ‘of the' enemy, and, in
1thé bitterness of his wo, he felt ‘consoled by
the idea, that his brother had not been un-
revenged .

. ol . Foaeed et

Cwe En el despOJo de ia batalla se vxeron muchas ncas
coraras e capacetas e barberas de las que se habian- per:
dido -en el -Axarquia, e otras muchas armass; e algunas
fueron. COIIOCldaS de sus  duefios - ‘que. las. hayian dejado
para fuir, e otras fueron conocxdas, que eran muy senaladas 4
de. hicinbres prmclpales que * hayian- quedado’ muertos é
cautivos e fueron tornados- muchos de los misinos cayallos
con sus ricas s1llas, de los que quedaron en la Axarquia,
N fueron conocxdos cuios eran. -‘—Cm‘a de los Palacms,—

-A.c.67 R WL St Nl et et

: P2
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CHAPTER XXIII

Retreat of" Hamet el Zegn, alcayde of Ronda

THI‘. bold alcayde of Ronda, Hamet e1 .

Zegri, had careered w1de over the .campina
~of Utrera,. encompassmtr the ﬂocks and herds,
when he heard the. burst of war ata dlstance.

There were with - hlm but a handf'ul of his |
: -Gomeres .He saw the scampel and Pl]l‘SUlt g
afar. off; and beheld the Chrlstun horsemen )

N _spurrmg madly on towards the ambuscade, on
“'the ‘banks of the Lopera Hamet tossed hlS

~ hand trlumphantly aloft. for hxs men to folloW G
f hlm.ff “ The Chrlstlan dogs are ours 1. said o
oy he, as he put spurs to h1s hoxse, to take the '
enemymlear PO Lo R i
“The Tttle band - which followed Hamet‘
B scarcely amounted to thlrty horsemen. 3 They el
S spurred across the plain, and reached a rising
B *ground Just as the’ force of Puerto Carrera
had charged Wlth sound of trumpet upon the i
ia ﬂank of the part) in ambush Hamet behe]d

vi‘& T,
e

|
I
it
il)‘
;
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the headlong rout of. the army with rage and
" 'consternation.:.. He found .the: country. was
~ pouring forth its leglons from every quarter,
and perceiyed, that-there was no safety but in
precipitate flight. . But which, way to fly?.an
army. was between" him and . the. mountain
- pass: all the forces of the neighbourhood
were rushing to the. borders ; the whole route
by.whlch he ‘had. come was, by this time, oc-
cupied by’ the foe. He: checked. his: steed;
rose in his- stirrups, ‘and. rolled a stern’ and
. thoughtful eye over the country; then, sinking
_into his.saddle, he seemed to commune for a
,'.'moment with ‘himself, .V,Tummg qulckly Ak
- his troop; he smgled out a renegado Christian,
" a traitor to his religion. and his king:’_¢ Come -
Vhlther,” said Hamet : ¢ thou. knowest all the
. secret passes of this. country g e | do,’f,f :
~plied the renegado. - « Dost thou know. any -
circuitous route, sohtary and untravelled, by
: wluch we can ‘pass wide:within:these troops,
~ and reach "the . Serrama ?”: The: renegado

paused’: Such a route I know, but it is fu]l

of peril; for it leads through the heart of' the
- Christian land.” ¢ It is well,” said ‘Hamet :
¢ the more dangel_‘qus -in appearance, the less -
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it Wili; be " suspected.’ ;Now,;-heayken to: me: '
Ride by:my side. : Thou- seest. this: purse: of

gold:and this cimeter. . Take us, by.the route

thou .hast mentioned, safe. to_the. pass. of the

Sertania, ‘and-this purse shall. bé. thy:reward:;
betray:us; and: this ciméter:shall cleave: thee to
the saddle bow #.271% iy en i Ceffniling

+The: renegado obeyed,. tremblmg They ‘

: _turned off from ‘the direct ‘road to: the moun:
tains, and struck .southward-towards. Lebrixa,
passing- by the.most:solitary roads, and :along
©those’d eep sramblas/and favines. by:which the
©. ‘country-. is;.intersected.. : It was. ?inde‘ed;.a

 daring- course. - Every ‘nowicand " then  they

heardthe distant- sound. of trampets, and the

 ralarm bells; of. towns: and villages, -and: found

~ that the war:was still hurrying to the Borders. |
They:hid themselves AN thlcketa, and in:the
- dry bedsof rivers, until the danger had: passed

by, and-then:resumed their course.:: Hamet

el;Zegrl rode.:_on.m.sllence,:.lns-,hand..up_on’ e
his ‘cimeter,..and ‘his: eye.upon the renegado '

guide, : prepared ‘to sacrifice him .on the:least
sign- of ‘treachery ;:while.his’ band. followed,

- 20 N
M s Ll g FRAA S tag pn g gL
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© 2% Cura de los Palacios, ubi supra: -~ = -
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: gnawmg their lips withs rage;: at having. thus
to skulk through a country they had come to
ravage.: AR R 4 812
When mght fell they qtruck, mto ‘more
practlcable roads, always' keeping’ wide: of
the- villages. and. hamlets;: lest' the:watchdogs -
should betray them. . In this'way they:passed, _ "
in deep midnight, by Arcos; crossed‘the Gua- -
dalete; and effected their retreat to the moun-
tains;t The day dawned as they made’ their
way up the savage: defiles.... Their comrades
had been hunted up-these very glens: by the
__enemyi:. Every now.andthen they’ camé to
_whére: thére" had-‘been’ a. par"tial-‘zﬁght;? or, a
slaughter of the fugitivess and theiracks were
red: with’. blood,: and" strewed ‘with :mangled
‘bodiés.' The alcayde’ of: Ronda was ‘almost -
frantic.with rage at seeing many of his bravest
- swarriors; lying stiff -and stark;:a ;préy’ to -the
‘hawks-and valtures' of the' mountains. .. Now-

and: then: 'some: wretched” Moor would crawl - T

- .out'of a-cave or gleny whitherhe:had: fled for

refuge; for, in'the retreat; many of the-horse-

‘men had abandoned their steeds; thrown away
their armour;. and' clambered -up': the: cliffs,
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whe1e they .could :not’ be- pursued by the

Chnstlan cavalry

- The Moorish army had salhed forth from ‘

Ronda amldst,shou_ts ‘and’ acclamations; but
‘wailings were heard ‘within “its walls, as the
- alcayde- and his. brokeri band returned, with-
out : banne1 or. tlumpet, and . haggard with

famine and. fatigue - ".The tidings of their

disaster . ‘had .preceded ' them, borne: by .the

fugitives of the army.: No one ventured to
 speak to the stern-Hamet el Zegri as he en-
. tered . the " city,: for they saw a dark cloud

; gathered .upon his; brow ---- SrsEy v

s Tt seemed,” says the plouq Antomo Aga-

pida, ¢ as if Heaven meted out this defeat,in

1 exact retribution for theills inflictéd upon the
 Christian. wairiors. in-the heights of Malaga.”
Jt was- equally signal and "disastrous.:; Of

:._<the brllllant array:of Moorish chlvah 37 whlch o

descended so confidenitly into. Andalusia, not

‘more than:two hundred escaped. . The choicest
‘troops. of the frontier were either taken or de- -

stroyed; the Moorish garrisons enfeebled, and

‘many. alcaydes and cavaliers of noble ]meage g
: carrled mto captmty, who were. af'terwaxds _
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- obliged to" red'eenn. themselves with ‘heavy.

‘ransoms. ;
- This was called the battle of Lopera, -and

~ was fought on the 17th of September, 1483..
Ferdinand and Isabella ‘were at Vittoria, in =
Old Castlle, when _they received news of the -

v1ctory, and the standards ‘taken from - the

“enemy. - ‘They. celebrated the event with pro-

- cessions, ‘illuminations, and: other - festivities.

uFe'rdinandf sent 'to the Marquis ,of Cadiz the .
'~ royal raiment which he had worn on that day, .
~.and conferred bnhint, -and on all those who
~.should inherit his title; the privilege .of wear-

- ing roy'ﬂ robes on -our, Ladys day in’ Sep-_‘_

: ,tember, in commemoratlon of this vxctory

Queen Isabella was equally mmdf'ul ‘of the .

" 'great services of Don Luis Fernandez Puerto

- Carrerd.’ Beside many encomiums and favours, -

~ she sent to his wife the royal vestments and

robe of brocade, which she had, worn -on the ;
~same day, to be worn by her, 'd'uri‘ng her life,

~on the anniVersary of th’at battle il

:y-

. Marxana Abarca Zunta Pulgar, &Cs ‘

e g B s

il
i
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;; BN CHAPThR XXIV

Of the hlgh and’ ¢ ceremonious receptlon at court’ of the
Count de Cabra: and the alcayde de los Donze]es ...... T

g I'f: Athe”midst of- the bustle. of'f Wa'r'likeraﬂ'airs;
the worthy-chronicler Fray Antonio: Agapida
pauses’- to' note; < with .curious: accuracy;. the

distinguished recéption given to:the:Count

““de Cabra; and- his nephew; the alcayde de los

-Donzeles, at the stately and:ceremonious court

of Castile, in" reward for the' capture of. the

Moorish’ king ‘Boabdile ~= « «'c 0 Dot
“The court;? he: observes, ‘““was: held;: at
~ thie time,-in the ancient-Moorish ‘palace: ofithe .
~ city of Cordova ;- and:'the. ceremonials .were
atfranged ‘by:that venerablé prelate Don Pedro
Gonzalez de:Mendoza; bishop of’ Toledo, and -

grand cardinal ‘of:Spain.” w0 v
« It was on Wednesday, the fourteenth of'

October,” continues the precise Antonio Aga- - i
5 plda, “that the good Count de Cabra, accord- -
~ ing to arrangement, appeared at the gate of
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Cordova.”  Here he ‘was. met by 'the - grand
cardinal, and ‘the. Duke:of.. Villahermosa, ille-
gitimate: brother of the king, together with
many. of the first grandees and prelates of the
kingdom. By this august train was he attended
to. the palace;. amidst triumphant strains of
martial music, and the. shouts ofa. prodlgmus _
multitude. G B e B
¢-- ¢ When the count arrlved in presence of the
sovereigns, who were: 'seated in state, on a dais,
ot raised part of the hall of audience, they both
~arose.” The king' advanced: exactly five steps
-toward the count,. who: knelt, and kissed his
- majesty’s handj but the king would not receive
- him as a mere Va}ssal,‘-f‘but“émbra'céd him with®
_affectionaté cordiality: : The queen,’ also,’ad-
vanced two steps, and received the count with
a countenance full of sweetness and benignity.
After-he had kigsed -her:hand, the king: and
~'queen returned to their thrones; and, ‘cushions
- being brought they desired: the. worthy :count
to be seated in their presence.”.. This last cir-
cumstance is wrltten in large. letters, and fol- -
lowed by several notes’ of admiration;’ in.the
manuscript of the worthy Fray Antonio'Agas
~ ‘pida; who considers the extraordinary privilege
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- of sitting in, the presence.of the ‘catholic sove-
- reigns an honour ‘well worth fighting for. -

;¢ The. good count took his. seat at a short -

dlstance from the king; and .hear him was
seated the Duke’ of Najera, ‘then 'the Bishop

“of Palencia, then :the Count: of Aguilar, . the

Count Luna, and. Don: Gutlere de Cardenas,

- senior commander of Leon. AR IR

<"« On the side of the. queen were seated the
grand _cardlnal .of Spain, the Duke" of' ‘Villa-

hermosa, the Count of MonteRey._, ‘and. the-

~ bishops of _Jaen‘;atid Cuenca; each-in the. order
“in which they are named. -, The Infanta Isa-
bella was, prevented, by md1spos1t10n, from
* attending this ceremony." , AT}
1% And now festive music resounded through
the sumptuous hall; and, ‘behold, twenty ladies
of the queen’s retinue entered, magmﬁcently

,attlred .upon which twenty youthful cavaliers, -

,very gay and .galliard in their array, stepped
forth; and, each taking’ his fair partner, they
: .commenCed a’stately dance:: The court; in

: the mean time,” observes Fray Antonio Aga-
o piday e looked on w1th lofty and becommg :
"‘.'_g:awty I AT e o
? f “W hen the dance was. concluded the king oo :
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~and queen 1ose, to retu'e to supper, and dis-
missed the court w_1th many gracious . expres-
sions. .He was .then “atténded, by all the
* grandees present,  to the: palace. of the gland
- cardinal, Where they partook of a. sumptuous‘
banquet. i SA AR g
<% On the. fo]lowmg Saturday, the alcayde

de los: Donzeles was received likewise. with
great honours, but the ceremonies, were: so
arranged as to be a’degrée less in dignity
‘than those shown to his'uncle; the latter ‘being
“considered . the p11nc1pal actor ,in - this. great

o _"'achlevement. . Thus, the grand cardmal and

': the Duke of V:llahermosa did not meet him'

/" at the gate of the-city, but received him in

/the palace, and” entertamed ‘i i in: convelsa-
~ tion until- summoned to the soverelgns Ty
LT When the alcayde de los Donzeles entered '
 the) pr esence chamber, the king and queen rose .

- from: their. Chdll‘s 3. but, without: advancmg, 3
: ,_theyembraced him graciously,and commanded -
- him to-be seated next to the Count de Cabra,

e “The Infanta. Ibabella came forth to this f

.. receptlon, and took her seat beside the queen. L

'~ When the,,co_urt__were;all__seated, the music
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_ again sounded through the hall,and the twent)
" ladies came forth, as on thepreceding ¢ Occasion,
richlyattired, but in' differént raiment. They

: danced, -as before; and the Infanta Isabella,
taking a young Portuguese damsel for a partner;

- joined in the dance. When this was concluded,

~ the king and queen dismissed the alcayde'de
" los Donzeles with great courtesy, and the court

broke up.”
. The: wmthy Fray Antomo Agaplda here

- mdulges in a long eulogy on thé 'scrupulous
... discrimination ‘of the’ Castilian .court; in' the
 distribution- of its, honours :and rewards ; by.

- which' means every smile, and gesture, and

_word, of the sovereigns had. ité certain value; .

and conveyed its-equivalent of joy to the heart

of the. subject:” «“a mater well - worthy ‘the”
study, says he; . < of all’ monarchsy . who ‘are -
 too apt to? distribute honours with a‘heedless
capuce, -that renders them of no-avail. = -t

- - 2%On the following Sunday, both-the: Count
de Cabra and the alcayde de los Donzeles were

invited to- SUP with the’ soverergm. The court, %
that evening, was attenided by the highest-no: :
bility, arrayed with that-cost: and splendour’ * -
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for whlch the Spamsh noblhty of thov.e days
was.renowned.. 8 e g -
;. ¢ Before.: supper, there was a stately and
ceremonious. dance, befitting the dignity of so
august a- court ‘The king led forth the queen;
in' grave. and. graceful measure; the Count
‘de Cabra was honoured with the hand of the
Infanta Isabella; ‘and the:alcayde de 1los Don-
zeles danced with-a daughter of the Marqms;
de Astorga N ‘
-, “The dance’ bemg concluded the royal’
i party repau*ed to the: supper table, which ‘was
placed on an elevated part of the saloon. - Here, e
“ in full view ‘of the court, the Count de Cabra

. and ‘the alcayde de los Donzeles supped at'the

‘same table with the king, the queen, “and the
infanta. - The" 10ya1 family were served by the
Marquls of Villena. . The ciipbearer to’ the
~kmg was -~ his nephew, Faduque de Toledo;
" son to the Duke of.Alva.. Don Alonzo- de
S Estamga had the honour of fulﬁlhng that ofﬁce |

.. for the: queen, and Tello' de Aguilar: for the

~ infanta. Other cavahers of‘ rank ‘and dlstmc-» ‘
 tion waited on the count and the alcayde de.
os Donzeles At one o’clock, the two di--
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stmgulshed guests were dxsmlssed w1th many: .

courteous expressions, by the sovereigns*.--
¢ Such;” says Fray Artonio Agapida, “were

; the great honours, paid at our most, exalted
and ceremomous _court, ‘to "these renowned-

- cavaliers. - :But the gratitude-of the soverelgns
-did not end here. A few days afterwards, they,
bestowed upon them large revenues’ for life;
and others to descend to their heirs; w1th the,
pr1v1lege, for them and their descendants, to

prefix the title' of Don to their names. ; They - .
~ gave them, moreover, as afmorial beaungs, ;

Moor’s _head crowned, -with- a, golden cham

round -the neck, in a sanguine . field,: ‘and
twenty-two banners round the mar gin. of the

Al esc}u‘tcheq'n'.-; Their descendants, of t»he.hdﬁses“

of Cabra and Cordova, continue to bear these
arms_ at the present day, in memonal of ‘the | o
‘victory of Lucena, and the capture of Boabd;l S

el CthO.”; ;

3 i 5 5
5w 5 kb r

Cow The account given by Fray Antomo Agapxda, of' thls (G
’ ceremonial; 50 characteristic: of -the- old' Spanish court, _
- agrees, in almost every particular, with an ancient manu-
script, made up from the Chronicles of the curate of 1os Fy
Palacios, and other old Spamsh wnters. b
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| CHAPTER XXV, .

$g ik

How the Marquls of Cadlz concerted to surpmse Zahara,
- ) and the result of hlS enterprxse SRR
THE valiant Rodemgo Ponce de Leon, Mar—

quls of Cadiz, was one of the most vigilant of

- ‘_commanders ' He kept'i in his pay a ‘number’

b converted ‘Moors, to serve as’ adahdes )

armed. guldes. P These mongrel Chnstlansu
were. of great service 'in" procuring | 1nforma--
‘ thl’l." Ava1hng themselves of 'their Moorxsh
: chalacter and tongue, they penetrated into"
~ thé enemies’ . country, - prowled about. the
r'castles and fortresses, noticed the state of the
'walls, the gates, and towers ; the strength of . 4
~their garrisons, and the v1g11ance or neghgence ;
i of' their commanders. + L All this they reported.

~ ‘minutely to the marquis; who thus knew, the..

’ state of every fortress. upon -the f'rontler, and:.
“when it mxght be  attacked with: advantage.
- Besides the  various towns and cities .over .

2 .‘_"wluch he held’ a feudal _sway, he had always:_f o

_VOL. 1. e st
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an armed force about him, 1eady for the ﬁeld
A host of retainers fed in his hall, who were -
. ready to follow him to danger, and death itself,
w1thout 1nquumg who, or why, they fought.
The armories’ of ‘his castles were supplied
: w1th helms, and cuirasses, and weapons of all
: '.;.V--.kmds, ready bulmshed for use; and his stableq’ :
i wexe filled with hardy steeds, -that. could stand ;
a mountain scampery exfic T fu ey o 7
- The marquis: was awar e, that ’qhe late def‘eaﬁ
oftheMoox_s,_‘on theibanks of: the Lopera; had
. weakened . their. whole : frontier ; ! for- many ‘of {
. the: castles ‘and . fortresses . had. lost theéir:alx
- caydes and their choicest troops.: :He 'sent'but _

-, his.war. hounds; therefore, upon the: range, to

" ascerfain: where a‘successful. blow might: be

g struckyand théy soon returned with word, that .
. Zahira: was weakly garnsoned and:short-of -

PlOVlSlOKlS }..; _« A wr«? ’J& 23Tl "3:‘,‘,"-“'1: 1_1;:5‘{*:"'; r'

o aA

<:'This;was the - very fortress, ‘which, about;

two years _,bef’ore, had.been.stormed,by. Muley 3
“Aben Hassan;; «and its capture.had beenithe

~ first blow: of this eventful iwar. . :It:lad «ever

':‘ sinceiremained- a thorn.in ‘the: side: of Anda: S,
~ lusia. :cAll the: Christians had been rcdrried = -

: away captwe, and no; c1v1l populatlon had beeni‘ "
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' mtloduced in: their: stead, There: \_&;fei'e,"n(i
womeri'orchildren in thie place... It was kept:
up as: a mere: mlhtal 'y post, commandmg one ,
87 ~of” thmmost 1mp01tant passes of the mountains, =~ . '
andi was.a strong:Hold of Moorish marauders.
"The marquis was animated by the idea of re-
gaining’ this fortress for his sovereigns, and
wrésting from“ the old . Moonsh king thns
boasted trophy of his prowess. © i ¢ 1L
- He: sent inissives,. thexefme, to’the brave.
. Luis Fernandez Puerto Carrero, who had dis.
stinguished himself in the late v1ct01 y,and to.
AN Juan! Almaraz, captam of the' men, at arms of | ¥
* the Holy: Brotherhood, informing them of hls' -
~ designs, and inviting them fo meet him with =
LU ”‘-'théir;fo'rces".on thie banksi of thé Guadalete..": =~
-7« It'was.on the day,” says Fray Antonio -
-Agaplda, « of the glorious apostles St. Simon AR
and Judas; the 28th of October, in the: year of i i iy
~ grace 1483, that this chosen band of Chustlan_f* Sl :
 $oldiers ‘assembled,’ suddenly and. secretly, R e
“the: 4dppointed .place. * 3 Their’ forces, - when ; LR,
" united, amounted ‘to-six hundred fhorse,and
- fifteén. hundred, foot. + Their ‘gathering place
- was ‘at the entrance of: the -defile. leading ol
'- "Zahara That- anclent town, qenowned R
T Nt

it
[\
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Moonsh warfare, is mtuated in’ one of the.
“roughest. passes. of the Serraniade . Ronda.-
1t.is ‘built round the: craggy - cone. of :a hill,;

on the lofty summit of which is a stong. castle
“"The.country.around is broken into deep bar-:
- rancas’or ravines; some of which approach its
very walls.- The:place had until recently, been;
considered 1mpregnab1e “but,” :as the worthy
Fray Antonio Agapida observes, the walls of
.imprégnable fortresses; like the’ virtue of' self-.
_confident saints, have thelr Weak pomts of

vatta.ck” ' ; e Lt .

% The'. Marqms of' Cadlz a.dvanced w1th hxs St

little army in/ the dead of themight; marchmg
silently’ up. the -deep. and dark . defiles of the:
5 ‘mountains, and stéaling up. the ravines, ‘which

-extended to. ‘the walls of the’ town. ::Their’ ap-i

- proach was so noiseless, that thé MOOI‘lbh senx
 tinels: upon the. walls' ‘heard not a voice or a
~footfall.  The marquis- was . accompamed by,
his old escaladox, Ortega de Prado, who had
-distinguished himself at the scaling of Alhama:
~ This' hardy . véteran was stationed, w1th ten :
- men; furmshed with' Scaling” ladders, in

- cavity among thie rocks, close to- the walls: at- -

a htt]e dxstance seventy men . wére lud in a: :

Bt




THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 120

Tavine, to'be at hand to second him, when-he
should - have fixed his ladders. The: rest of
‘the; troops. were concealed in another ravine,
commanding a fair ‘approach to the gate of the
fortress. - A shrewd’ and “wary . adalid, well
'acquamted with- the’ place, was appointed to .
give signals ;- and was 50 statloned that ‘he
~ could be seen by the various part1es in ams
: ‘bush but was hidden from the garrison.” = -
" The remainder of the night. passed away. in
prof'ound quiet. - The Moorish sentmels could
““be heard tranqmlly patrolhng the walls, in
~f‘f~perf'ect security.. The day dawned, and the
* rising sumr began. to shine against the lofty:
-,ﬁf"peaks ‘of the Serrania de Ronda.  The " ‘sen-
tinels; looked from ‘their battlements, over a -

'_savage but __quletvmounta;n country, where e

‘not a-human being was stirring. 'They little
dr eamed of the mischief, that ]ay lurking in

every ravine and chasm of the rocks around - 1
-~ them. ! Apprehendmg no danger of surprise

‘ ¢, broad day, the greater part of the soldiers
4t abandoned the wal]s and towers, and descended_ L

. “into the city.

. _By orders of the marquls, a sma]l body of' '
: llght cavalry passed along the g]en, and, tum-A
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' :_"mg 1ound a pomt of rock, showed themSelves :

W, _. bef‘or_e the town. _'I_‘hey. sklrred the ﬁelds al-

- most to the gates, as if by way of bravado, and

, to"d'ef'y‘ the garrison to a skirfrﬁsh " The Moors

I ‘were not slow in 1ep1y1ng toit. ~About seventy :

£ horse, and a number of foot, who had guaided

‘ ~the walls, sallied ‘forth ‘impetuously, thinking.
= to nake’ easy prey of these insolent marauders.
" The Christian horsemen fled for ‘the ravine

& th»e» ‘Moors' pursued thein down ‘the hill, until

 they heard a giéat Shouting and tumult behind -
it :;:them Lookmg round, they beheld their town
_'_.-.assaxled and ‘2 scalmg party mountmg ‘the

- walls, sword in hand. Wheelmg ‘about, 'they

L ‘galloped f'm‘lous]y for the gate:: “The Marquis
7+ of Cadiz and Luis Fernandez Puerto Carrero '
' ',-f,_,jlusheél forth "4t the’sane ‘timé, - w1th their
Re '{;jambuscade, and’ endeavoured to ¢ut them offy j;
~ but_the Moors succeeded ini tlnowmg them- e

: iselves within' the walls; =+ 7" ol
Whl]e Pue1 to Carréro stormed at the. gate,
‘the maxquls put’ spurs 't "his 'horsé, and gal-

”loped to the support of Ortega de Prado and
- his scalmg party. He arrived at 4.motent of .
’:1mmment perily when’ the palty was assmled Ao
by hfty Moms, armed w1th euuasses and':v'

‘»’w'_;_e-mu ¥
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larices, ‘who ;were ‘on* the ‘point: of thrusting

them. from. the: walls. -i"The '¢~tﬁarqqié_ ‘sprang
from_ his 'horse; mounted: a':ladder; sword-in
handy followed: by anumberrof:his::£foops} -
and made a vig‘o’ro‘us attack-upon the'en'eﬁijr +H
‘They were soon driven from thelwalls;and the

. ‘gates'and towers rémaitied-in: posséssion of ilie
. Christians: . The:Moors defended themselves
 for!a short fime: in the: street; but ‘at length :
took refuge in' the castle; the walls-of which ~

swere strong;and capable’ of holding out: until

“relief should arrive. ¢ The marquis had -no
: f'»desue to ‘carryon'’asiege;“and+he-had not
‘ prov151ons sufficient for.. many prlsoners she
granted them, therefore, favourable - terms.-
They, were pelmltted on leaving their arms‘ i
' behind them, to march out, with as much of ‘;

their effects as they could carry; and 1t was
st1pu1ated that they should pass over ‘to
Barbary. The marquns remalned in the place,

~ until both town and castle were ‘put in a per- -

o, fect state of def'ence, and strongly garrlsoned i
- Thus dld Zahara’ return once more into the - :

.possesswn of the Chr1st1ans, to the great con-

et *-'_ Cura de.los Pelecios, 068 bt ~
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'. fuslon of old Muley Aben Hassan who, havmg
: pald the penalty of his ill timed vxolence, was

" NOW : depmved of :its . vaunted fruits.” .The

Castlhan soverelgns were S0 gratlﬁed by -this .
3z achlevement of the. vahant Poice de. Leon,
that they authonzed hlm, thenceforth to en: .
title himself. Duke of Cadiz. and: Marqms of
3 Zahara. - The warrior, however, was s0 proud‘ '
of the . orlgmal title,’ under. whlch ‘hehad so Y
often signalized hunself that he gave it the

e precedence, and always signed. hlmself' Marquls

__ Duke of Cadiz..: As the reader inay have ac-
qun'ed the same predllectlon, we shall continue

to call h1m by h1s anment tltle. A Alhamin

i
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X A CHAPTFR XXVI
Of the fortress of Alhama, and how wxsely it was :
c governed by the Count de Tendllla

- In'this part of hlS chromcle, the worthy
: Tray Antonio Agaplda indulges: in trlumph- s
‘ant’ exultation ‘over the- downfal of Zahara,

. of the wicked.: By the fall of the fortress was
. the prediction of the sanfon of Granada in -~
- 1 1some measure fulfilled, that the ruins of Zahara

“ Our zealous chronicler scoffs at the Moorish

" the Christian' governor .of Alhama, the:town

~ time confided, by King Feidinand, to Don
~ Diego Lopez de Mendoza, Count of Tendilla; :
" a cavalier of noble blood, brot‘herjo thegrand

““#sHeaven sometimes speaks,” sayshe, “through e ‘
““the mouths of false prophets, for the confusmn L

' should fall upon the heads of the infidels.” - -

- alcayde, who:lost his fortress by ‘surprise, in =~
. broad daylight; and contrasts the vigilance of

taken in retaliation for the storming of Zahara; - .
" The important post of Alhama was at this = =
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~cardinal of Spam He had been instructed by
the king, not merely to maintain his post, but
' also to make sallies, and lay waste the sur-
~ rounding country. His fortress was critically

stationed. It 'was within' seven leagues of

Granada, and at no great distance from the
“warlike cnty of Loxa It was nestled in the
lap of the mountams, commandmg the high

‘road: to Malaga, and.a- view over-the extensive

vega.::. Thus . situate, -in- the heart: of the

- _enemy’s’ country, ’ ‘surrounded by foes- ready

. .to assdil him; and a_rich:country for him to

- ravage; it behoved this cavalier'to be for. ever

on.the. alert.. He:!was; in fact, an-experienced
veteran, a’shrewd: and ‘wary .officéiy: and: a
_.commander’ amazmg]y prompt and f'ertlle in
exped1ents et sl namn IRk faity
£On'? assummg the command; he found, that

the g_ar‘nsoni_consmted but ;of? one.thou_sand -
| “men;horse and foot:: They:were hardy troops;
. seasoned in ‘rough.-mountain: campaigning ;

‘but.réckless and dissolute, rasi:soldiers are;.apt

~ to'be; when'acciistomed.to predatory’ warfare. -
They -would. fight -hard. for booty,:and then
s gamble it--heedlessly. away, orsquander it in

‘ :hcentlous revellmg Alhama abounded w1th ,




