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very different eras, they exhibit the most striking
variety of style and manner, and concur in proving
what; however; is every where apparent; that in Spain
taste and genius have long been on the wane; for the
more ancient of these paintings, in which the genuine
Gothic spirit appedrs, greatly surpass those of later
date, in which, as they approach nearer the present
times; more and more of barbarism is discoverable.
The contrast is painful in such windows as, having
accidentally been broken by hail or storms, have
been at different times repaired ; for these exhibit

¥ Variety of wretchedness !”

Among the numerous chapels which this edifice
contains are several deserving of notice; as the chapel
of Muzaraba, that of San Pedro, of Los Reyes Nuevos,
of San Iago, of San Ildefonso, and of Nuestra Sefiora
del Saevario. In the chapter-room, which, though not
magnificent, is spacious and handsome, we observe a
curious series of portraits of dll the archbishops of

Toledo, among which methought I could distinguish

him of the homilies, celebrated by Gil Blas. Some
few of these portraits are in oil, but the majority are
in fresco. Here, in the archives of the chapter, we
were shown the singular chests which contain the
deeds of the church, They are constructed of wood,
- but most admirably fashioned by Berruguete in the
Doric style of architecture, with pilasters, cornices,
and pedestals, the whole surmounted by allegorical
figures of great beauty. The spaces between the
pilasters are covered with figures of children, me-




MR. BECKFORD AND .HIS PAINTERS. 291

dallions, garlands, festoons, and other fanciful orna-
ments, executed in basso relievo with extraordinary
taste and delicacy. '
In the sacristy is a picture, which the English tra:
veller acquainted with the writings of Beckford will
view with peculiar interest : I mean ¢ the Deluge,”
by Basan ; which probably suggested to that original
and critical writer, the fine description of the cham-
ber in the Ark, in his biography of Andrew Guelph
and Og of Basan, in the Memoirs of Extraordinary
Painters. This picture I would gladly have brought
with me to England; but the Spaniards, at least at
Toledo, have not yet begun to convert their paintings
. into articles of trade. )
But I must here bid adieu to the churches and
their: curiosities, lest they tempt me to extend this
volume beyond its proper dimensions. ' There remain
twoor three remarks to be made on Toledo, which I
shall compress into as small a compass as possible.
Every reader at all conversant with our older lite-
rature must be familiar with its sword-blades, which
during several generations were the most celebrated
in Europe, as I have already observed above. The
cause for which the manufacture of them was aban-
doned, may be mentioned as highly characteristic of
the Spanish character: they had from the beginning
been made in the shape at one time universal in
..the country, and continued to be fashioned after the
same model as long as they were called for. But
upon the accession of Philip V., French swords
came into fashion with French dresses; and, as the
v 2
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Toledan manufacturers continued,. as if by instinct,
to form their blades according to the ancient type,
. none but the patriotic or the antiquarian refrained
from preferring the foreign articles, by whlch the

Toledos were quickly supplanted. ,

. In former ages the Tagus was navigable as far as
Toledo; and the quay, where the boats from Lisbon
unladed, still exists, in a very perfect state, in the

- Plazuela de las Barcas. It has, moreover, been ascer-
tained, that the navigation of the river might, with
very little expense or labour, be again thrown open;
but a damp has been cast on the undertaking by
certain doubts, many having questioned whether the
prosperity of Toledo would be. by this means ex-
tended. I confess myself unable to discover any
rational. foundation for scepticism™ of this kind; and
the reasons assigned by those who ‘entertain it, are to

me 80 many proofs of the necessity of re-opening the

Tagus. They consider the manufactures of Toledo
too limited to supply any branch of active traffic.
But is there any insuperable bar to the extension of
those manufactures? Are not swords, needles, and
good woollen cloths, still valuable in Spain? The
objectors go on to say that, as it produces no ex-
portable commodities, the throwing open of the Tagus

could only render it the entrep6t for the adjacent

country. But what was Palmyra? Nothing but an
entrepdt—upon a large scale indeed—for the adja-
cent countries ; and Toledo, in the same way, might
once more be filled with an opulent population, sub-
sisting and enriched by their own industry, instead
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of one almost wholly composed of lawyers, priests,
friars, and students, who now crawl through its half-
ruined streets, and render them melancholy.’

One great merit Toledo possesses,—it contains an
excellent inn, certainly one of the best in Spain. It
is' a spacious and handsome edifice, where ease and
comfort may, for once, be found in company with
grandeur and magnificence. The building extends
round two courts, both surrounded by broad and
elegant galleries, supported on massive columns of
freestone. The kitchens, where, as in humbler esta-
* blishments, the curious traveller will be sure to find

a group of originals, are: large and extremely con-

venient, and the range of stables more than large.
enough to accommodate a troop of horse." The grand

staircase is superb, better suited to a palace than an

inn; and the apartments neat, light, airy, and judi- -
ciously disposed. '

The‘ present landlord is an Asturian, and with great
judgment he has formed his female establishment
almost entirely of his pretty countrywomen, who are
literally the belles of Toledo. His own daughter,
who will be a great fortune, is particularly handsome,
and has long made the discovery. She sings, too,
very sweetly ; but unfortunately imagines none but a
dandy from Madrid worthy to become her husband.
Of the dinners and suppers, it would be rather flat to
speak after the ladies ; but they also are good in their
way, and may be succeeded, at a rather cheap rate,
by very exquisite wines, We invite the reader to pass
the vacation there with us, and make trial of them,
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should we be fortunate enough a succeeding year to
resume our rambles through other parts of North
Spain, where a wide field remains yet unexplored by
the foot of the ¢ Tourist,” Illustrated also by the
pencil of his ingenious and enthusiastic colleague,
scenes highly interesting in every point of view,
especially if regarded with reference to the fortunes
of a new and better Spain, will appear, presenting
faithful specimens of the genius and wonders of a
land,—once the favourite colony and every where
bearing the imprint of the Roman, and of his Gothic
and Moorish successors; all of whom have left, in
those splendid ruins of art which so forcibly appeal
to the imagination while they rivet the eye, magni-
ficent memorials of great though fallen dynasties.

THE END,

LONDON ¢
Maurice, Clark, & Co., Fenchurch-street.
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Moorish Tower, called the Giralda,
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LITERARY NOTICES OF THE WORK.

———

¢ This is not only the most beautiful landscape series of engravings which
Mr. Jennings has as yet published, but, to our taste, the most beautiful, novel,
and interesting suite of illustrations of the class wruch have appeared in any
publication.”-—0ld England.

¢ We confess we never saw any thing more pure, chaste, and masterly, than
the embellishments of this elegant volume.”—=Dublin Evening Mail.

¢ One of the most splendid Annuals hitherto published, combining scenery of
the greatest variety, introducing towns, cities, palaces, and edifices of religious
worship, which, in point of ornamental and unique style of architecture, are
magnifi beyond ption.”—Bell's Messenger.

“ The plates are twenty-one in number, beautifully engraved by almost the
same number of clever artists; indeed, we think it scarcely possible to carry the
art of line engraving for small works to a higher state of improvement than
these specimens develope.”—Herald.

¢ It is astonishing that such a number of exquisite pictures can be given in
one volume for the moderate price of the ¢ Landscape Annual.’”’— Dispatch.

¢ The engravings are so uniformly excellent, that we cannot, without doing
injustice to the others, name any one in particular. They are, for the most
part, perfect.”—Spectator.

¢ This may be pronounced the best of all the Annuals; its object is not the
temporary gratification of the general reader or the connmsseur of the fine arts,
but it claims a distinguished place g the standard works in the library of the
man of taste and letters.”—Bells New chkly Messengers ~

¢¢The ¢ Landscape Annual’ is indeed a volume of which both countries may
be proud—Spain of its subjects, and England of its artists.”—Atlas.

¢ We have already noticed, in terms of warm commendation, the engravings of
this splendid volume; and it is our pleasant duty now to declare, that the letter-
press is not unworthy of the illustrations.”"—O0ld England.

¢ The subject this year is ¢ Andalusia,’ upon which Mr. Roscoe has written
some three hundred agreeable pages. These, in point of fact, are 50 agreeable,
that all who read them must judge favourably of ‘them.’—News.

¢ Altogether, the ¢ Landscape Annual’ is one of the very best of the attractive
class of works to which it belongs. Its letter-press contents are equal to its
exquisite illustrations, and, it may be stated with advantage, and safely quoted
as an historical authority.”—Dispatch.

¢ Some have excelled in one way—some in another. The ¢ Tourist in Spaln,’
however, combines the beauties of all, and, in our humble opinion, deserves
every epithet of praise. Expense has been evidently never considered, as the
plates are the acme of excellence.””— True Sun.

“ In our opinion, Mr. Roscoe has achieved his object in a manner worthy
both of his hereditary and of his acquired character, and has produced a volume
of highly-amusing and interesting reading,”’—Literary Gagette.

¢¢ To us, mere miscellanies of short stories and small poems are singularly
tame and void of suggestion; and we prefer such of the Annuals as form a link
in some coherent chain, and are therefore worthy of a place on the shelves of
the library, as well as the table of the boudoir, when their immediate novelty
has gone by. Such an one is the * Landscape Annual,’ the oldest of the last-
named class, and the likeliest to be found, *like a brotherless hermit, the last of
its race,” when its rivals of a flimsier staple shall be forgotten.”— Atheneum.




