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. . : . ARREST OF THE DEPUTIES. " $7 

pied by those rnonsters 02 iinpiety ánd despitism, 
who were now happily in the hands of justice,' and , 

would .doubtless soon be brought to condign 
punishment. In addition to the Regénts, r wlio ' 

were seized and thrown into prison on the night,of , 

the 10th May, the order of arrest, included those of'- 
' - 

the ministers, Alvarez Guerra, Cano Manuel, and 
Garcia Herreros : also the naies  of a b o ~ e  thirty 
deputies, of &hom, Agustin Arguelles, Calairava, 
Villanueva, Munos Torrero, Martinez de 1; Rosa, 
Ramos ~ r i s i e ,  Quintana and many others" were 
incarcerated. Count Tereno, ' Diaz del . Moral, ' 

Isturik, -Quartero, and a few more;. succeeded. in , 

effecting their escape. . When this event was known 
at court, a Roya1 order decreed~the immediate , se- 
questration of their property ; nor did the admira- . 

I 

- -  - tion andesteem mhich they had acquired during the 
\ war .of independence, protect them from calumny 

and abuse.. The enlightened patriotism which had 
rnarked their conduct, and which happily' for their \ 

- country, still pervades the Cortes, was loaded 
with obloquy, and a series of>papers, in which e e y  

. were represented as conspirators and assassiris, > 

' (by the authority of Eguia,) were distributed gratis 
through the country; at the moment that the- de- . , 

cree, which subjected the press ' to a rigid censor- 
ship, was published in the official gazette of Madrid! 

In order to prolong the farce of a conspiracy, 
Don Narciso Rubio, a commissary rof war, and 
one óf those arrested for their liberal opinions $ter 
Ferdinand9s entry, was taken before. +e Judge 
VilleIaat midnight, to be examined relative to a ' 

1 

. .  



THE GARRISON OF MADRID PUT UNDER ARMS. .- 
l 

l 
1 

sea1 and inedal found on his person by the kGp&r . , 

of the prison. Although the first merely bore a 
family crest, and the medal had been 'received 

' 

I from the junta of Valencia for the gallantry dis- 
played by ~ u b i o ,  wliile the,.French army under 

. . Marshal Moncey was before the walls in 1808, - 

i r <  ~ g u i a  in a letter to the judge positively asserld 

/ili 
. - that both were closely conriected with the pro- 

jected ' republic. Previous -to the fulminating ' 1, i'll threhts ' with . which the examínation of Rubio 
. 

ended, he was treated in a very gracious. manner , 

11 ' by Villela, who promised immediate liberation and 11 - -- - the protection . of government, if %e would- but 
- compromise the prisoners, by naming his accom- 

Il:' 
'F plices ! ~ c a x c e l ~  able to refrain frorn laughter , 1 8  
11 I at the pompous gravity assumed by the judge 
iill - :-,--- --- - - --and his attendants, Rubio confined himself to a 

jl - 
plain statement of the way in which he had becorne 
possessed of the treasonable articles,dand concluded 

1 bjl expressing gis ' astonishment that the ministers 

9 should attach importarice t~ triflesutterly unworthy 

d of theif notice. IBut the rniniit'ers judged other- 

i/ , 

wise; and that the effect. of tliis notable discovery o . 
j B 1  

!/I , might not be altogether lost, a formal report of th& 

4 occurrence was made to the King, , the whoJe 
il- 

I 

i / l  

il . garrison of Madrid put under arms, double s & '  

¡II tries placed round' the Palace, cannon planted'in 

111 ' the Puerto del Sol, and such other arrangements 
made, as were most likely to alarm the, public and  1 , 

111 . inspire' the Roya1 1 farnily -with fears for kheir per- I " 

114 sonal safetv  ,/? 
, , A f 

\ 

. . 



THE ACT OF ACCUSATION.: ' 59 - 
3 - 

\ 

'Lest any' doubt should-' remain ;as fo the strict. 
veracity of the report, de Castro caused a muti- ' 

latéd designpof the medal to be engraved:fok his . 
paper ; this corresponded exactly with the descrip- 

/ 

tion given of it by Eguia, arid was acco'mpanied 
by fresh ttorrents of abuse against tlre Patriots,' who 
were again menaced with .al1 ' thé , terrors of the , 

I 

. . 
' lawt . , : - 

Having kept the prisoners in close confinenieht, 
deprived of a'ny communication with their X'amily 
and fiiends, until tlie 17th May, the. conímiSsion 
appointed to iris~ect their papers, andtover which 

' 

~i l le la  presided, made a report of its proceedings ' i 

to the King iind solicite-d further instructions. It 
i s  hardly necessary t o  add that, this request -arose . . 

from there not beirig a line ;found to* just* the 
.- - -imputationS bf- de Castro and his 6mpldyérs ; still , - 

less any act upon which a trial could be initituted 
with the least colour of justice. So far indeed - 

froni this being the case, in addition to the fervent ' 

tone-of ~atriotism displayed in the most secret -cm- 
responiience of the constitutionalists, the private 
letters of several, contained proofs $of the wasmest . - 

- ,  

attachment to the person of Ferdinand ; these 
, wereof course overlooked by a set of men expressly , 

selected tk sacrifice the prisbness. \It was accord- 
. "gly on the - mere authority of this report, that - , 

a roya1 order of the LZOth, directed the judge to . ' 

prepare the act of accvsation, without waiting-for 
any other documents than those already ín their 
hands. #: - . , . . , , 

. 



60 PUBLIC OFFICES RANSACHED,. 

.- Disappointed in  the .hope of procúring any do- 
cuments in the pa@ers seized, upon which charges 
could be founded, recourse was had to another 
measure well worthy- of those. who commenced the 
proceedings. Al1 the se@tarim or publlc offices 
of government were . ransacked, with a view of 
ascertaining ;whether any letters or other testi- ' 
monials could be discovered' to criminate the pa- 
triots. +A second order was issued, to place the 
journals and decrees of Cortes at the 'disposal of 
' the judges ; and agreeable to the powers vested 
in these men, they forwarded circulars to the agents 

-of police and minor tribunals appoilited to con- 
duct tGis persecution in the provinces, .dir&ting 
that minute inquiry should be made into tlie con-, 
duct of thos=;arrested in the capital, 2nd witnesses 

- - procured to appear against them. A letter to the 
same effect was addressed by Villela - to the cap- 
tain-general of Andalusia, who was more parti- 
cularly called upon to find out and secure the 
persons of those who had promoted the túmults 
in the galleries ' of Cortes, during %he debates of 
that assembly. 

The system of 'subornation and perjury in- 
stituted. in the provincial cities, was encouraged 
with still greater zeal at Madrid : here, the certain' 
road to emolument and promotion, was to become 

f a spy and informer, while al1 who came forward to 

1 bear testimony against the patriots were sure of an , 

1 .  -ample reward : 1 have been confidently informed 
I 

that no ties of-consanguiiiity, however near, pre- 

1 . 2 



vented. individuals from bekg urged to betray the: 
prisoners, and various instantes are on record, of - 

the Monarch's signature being affixed to Roya1 - . 
; ordérs, which assigned pecuniary remuneration or. 
conferred places of trust, on persons who Kad thus 
. dis tinguished themselves. 

But the most palpable dereliction of law and ' 

justiceL connected with the prosecution, was the . 
circular <addressed to  various members of the 
Cortes, inany of ' whom had signed the represen- 
tation delivered by Rosales to the Kingat Valencia: 

1 

this extraordinary communication cailed - upon 
them-to give a general account of the proceedings 
during the session of 1812, and to  designate those 
deputies who had been most fórward in attacking 
the sovefeign~ of Ferdinand VII. Neither the 

- -  --.- extravagance nor injustice of this demand, seems , 

to have excited either surprise or hesitation on-% the 
part of those to whom it wai . sent ; for, -of . the 

1 hventy-one who had received the circular, tvhich ' . 

wa5 dated on the ELgnd, seventeen forwarded their 
replies before the 30th of May: a more heteroge- 

1 neous mass of slander, falsehood abd absurdity than 

1 these exhibit cannot well be conceived ;'a few of 
1 the assertions put forth ' by the. writers of those 

p~c ious  documents, styled informers, may be con- , . ,. 
$dered as fair specimens of the khole collehtion. 
Don Joaquin Perez stated, that the :Libera& of 
whom he named several, had been occupied ,in 

/ - 
. developing 'a system of democracy ; Don. Manuel 
de\ '~ozo,  that there was a party in the Cortes, 



whose object was, to ruin the throne, destroy , 

the altar, and abolish the monarchy by depriving 
- the King of -his sceptre and even life : Mozo 

Rosales, that the Constitution of Cadiz was con- 
trary to the sovereignty 6f Ferdinand, and that 
maGy of the spéctators assembled in the galleries, 
were paid forc obstructing the freedom of discus- 
sioñ: Count ~uenavisk, that besides the inflarn- - matory nature of the debates in Cortes, the King's 
trial and condemnation to death, in a coffee- house 
of Cadiz, was a fact of publié notoriety.' 

% 

The statements of Torre Musquiz, Ostolaza, 
. ------ Inguaño, bishop of Pamplona, Calderon, Villa 

- Gomez, the Marquis .de Lazan and other denun- 
, -- 

, ciators. were, if possible, more ' calumnious and 
- ' unmeaning than those 1 have cited; yet was it on 

- - - --  -, - - such kestimony, and given by persons who had , 1 
thernselves solemnly sworq to preserve the consti- [. 

. , tution, that the most virtuous men and,enlighteqed 
patriots of Spain, were consigned to poverty, exile 1 

: and imprisonment, while many ofthose wh? -thus . 1 
stigmatised them, were rewarded with the highest 
offices iii the state ! ' 

. & 

.- . 

, Alrarh Florez Estrade, author of the celebrated representa- 
tion to Ferdinand VII. published i t  London in 1818, presided , 

a t  the patriotic meetirigs where this famous trial was said to have 
taken.place. H e  was eonsequently amongst the numbhr o -  those 

, condemned to death, and lwould have most probably suffored, had 
it not been for his timely escape to England, where this eloqiuent - 
@ter continued ti11 the emancipation of his ooantry. 



, In  commenting 'on ' the conduct of the police ' 
judges Villela, Galiano and ; de ' Leyva, Don- 
Lorenzo Villanueva, whose valuable notes* have . 
furnished me with many of these details, proves in 
a manner the most satisfactory, that .this disgrace : . 

ful triumvirate were actuated throughou( by a 
rancorous spirit of personal hostility towards the . \ 

prieoners, and that to gratify their desire . of 
revenge, as  wel1'- as to obei the .orders of their 

/ 

patrons, they not only disregarded the instructions . . 
contained in the Roya1 orders,. but grossly violated 

- 

the laws oi" the rnondrchy in every stagé of the 
prosecution : it could . not however be otherwise 
in a case.of this description which had its origin ' 

in such a palpable departure from al1 the principies - 

of justice and huminity. - Tlie above' writer, who . 

. was.. himself one of their victims, . ,dwells - with 
peculiar s'tress bn the mode of arrest, which was ' - ; 
effected by a military force in ,  the dead of night; - 
and without the pr~duction~of a warrant or assijn- - 

ing any cause for the proceeding : , the seizure of ) 

- ,  . > 

1 * Y -  
* Thoaeore very voluminous, &nd 'were.it not for the greater 

( 

part relatini t i  matters Óf more local interest, they deserve to' 
be known throu&out ~ i r o ~ e ,  as furiishing proof of the dread- . c 

fui state of Spaiin a,t the eommcncement ' o f  the ~ineteenth . 

Century. , i . .  . ,  - 1 ,  , e - & . "  

These notes are however, replete with highly useful informai 
tion, and amongit other rnatteni, relative to the illegality of th? . - ' 

' commissions abpointed to t f i  the deputies, the '6uthor proves to 
aemonstiatioh, th6y could &ly - be legally +a&ikncd by their 
Reers.. . , .  - . 
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64 ILL TREATMENT OF THE PRISONERS. ' 

papers too, thoúgh limited by the King's order to 
those of a political nature, extended to docurnents. 

' 

and private letters containing the most important 
. - family secre&. ~nstead of the inild treatment . - 

- recommended in the Roya1 order addressed to de 
Leyva, most of the prisoners were thrówn into 
loathsome dungeons, .and in other respects exposed 
to the greatest privations : so far from conforming 

' to *e old laws practiied even in the last reign, 
and which required a declaration to be' taken from 

. eiery accused person, within twenty-four hours 
. 

after his arrest, many of the patriots were kept in 
solitary confinement for severa1 months, ~ i t h -  
out being permitted to see one of the judges, 
much less to learn the cause of thkir inkarcerationr - 

It is worthy of remark that two of the commis- 
- - -sioners, Galiano and Villela, in addition to their 

' 

having sworn the constitutional oath as members 
of Cortes, and held . places ' of trust under the 
Regency, were not only loud in - their praises of 
the new code, but forkmost i n  siining addresses 
of congratulation when it was promulgated. ' As to 

- de Leyva, he belonged to the Council of the Indies, 
one of the first bodiesin the state that recognized 
the national sovereignty as. decreed by Cortes, 
although the acknowledgment of this imprescrip- 
tible right, was the chief crirne attributed' t o  the - l 

~risoners. . - L 
A 

, The vexations and inquisitorial nature of this 
, unexampled prosecution, . was strongly e~emplified 

- in the cases of Don Manuel Cepero and Ruiz de 
/ 



PROTRACTED CONFINEMENT. ' - 65: 

~kdfon, t'wi, of the'mokk respectable ~ccies&stics if 
Spain, ánd . . bbth . .  grkatly- disting&sh6d as members 
of Cortes. In conse~uence of v~il¡ela's letter ' to" 
the Captain ~ e n e r d  of ~ndalusia, emisskies were ' 
sint to tampér kith the house-keeper and domestics, 
of the former, at ~ivi l l i ,  where he had a' rector- 
ship ; these were directed to collect all the p+rti-. 

, \  - 

culars Óf,his past life ; mode . of passing his time ; , .  

who Gere his.'.vi&tors ,; wh&ér'dhe . fre&nt&d *: 
1 .  

places 6f :publik - ~ b i ~ h i i ,  or read mass at home. ; : 
and if so, whetherfhis sekants. were allowed'to . be 
present ? On the failure of -thisscrutiny, chaperon, 

t - . ? 

the: person . ivho' was ' emplojrkd - t6' -'bbridukt it, 
sought fór wh6 had lift the ser+ice of Cepero - e 

m*' yeai's befa;;, ' and' offered t h e i  .a reward, , . .  if 
a - 

the j  woiild 'conient to -betray' their old -master. 
, . 

e -  - - Wherí, after a'n. irnprisonment ,bf -frie honthi, hi6. 
brothe* lame 'a distince O f  $earljr twó húndied ' 
miles to concert rneans bf 'pG04din.g fo? hii iubsist- " 
encei he +as deiiied adkittanie and obliged ' to + 

0 .  - * 

, return -without séeing Lis relati~e: It was,' not tiu ' - 

the 'seventh month of his k¿kfihem'ent that ' this ; 
. peisicüted d e i u t y  c&¡d obtaiq ' permission ' to  ; 

, 

c,ommÚnicate with' his- fdendsj and Ónly 
for an hour ; each "day, while the * fa6our ' &id s i  . 3 

not extend j beiond l the indi'vidüalk- of h& 'o*m . 
. - . . . family:! . + b t  ' . .  l .  . , 7 %,. . :  t a > k  8 

'- n i e  :venerable Ruiz de. Padron, who ' had'been. : - .  
retürnéd to ~,,tesbytheinhabitañtses b h n a i t a t s  of.&e,cinky " - 

Island?, ;+a$. denounked in e a furious ibscript-: of- ' 
- Zmenes,, bishop of Astorka, as' one of the Ij6er-'6 



ales,, a declared. enemy of the King,, and disobe-. 
dient to, the . r Sovereigq ~ontif l :  . his cel+rated dic. 

- tam& or speech.?n the abolitioq of the holy office, . 
a masterpiece of Goquence and;. S-nd reasoiiing, a 

was, also ' ,  apostrophized as a: scandalous breach . 
of%chuqch discipline, meri@g the severest punish? . 
me.; when á t  a subsequent period of bis> perse- 
cygon, +d afteT :a% rigorogs 8etention; ~ b f .  seven 
rnonths, his. exaamih~tion córnme.nced, the principal 
cpstions put by the- legal inqgisitor were : In what 
p?qt of ~ a d i ~ ,  and,,Madrid he had ,resided .wh& iq' 
those .. . cities ;< :with . ,~vhvhom hei ,corresponded:;;, what: :- 
hjs expenditure: wa~,.'~nd~ where the ;.money r 

r- - 
- frbin; yhether :he hhd been. sick, and i w h ~  ,%*re, 

his medical.. attendants ; ! al$o,*; if he was: not the ' 
friend . ,  S of A ; ~ U ~ & S ? .  .When, ask& whether hb had. 
sworn to maintain. !he Con~titution,~ he . .replied :lo; \ ,  

I '  1 -  he afnma~ive, .upon ,wk;ich the fiscal . D& Rafael. , 

Sanz, turning to: the judge, observed; a well, that's 
more than 1 s h d  do, .or his erninence either !? ; - 

Ruiz *'de Pacir0.n remained \ in prison nearly : a e 

i , :  . 
twelvemonth before he was al!owed apy communi : 
cation' yith his farnily, T or e friends, while the, ,whol& - 
sum received f o ~  his sbpport, froni the profits. of, 
his. . -  income . as Abbot of Villa Martin, was one  hu~: 
dred dollars,: or abo* twenti pounds sterliiig, and. ' 
this only after he had been irnp*isoned fifteen;. 
months! ~eqtenced -to perpetua1 seclusion, in the 
~onvent  ?f. Cabezade; Alba, situated, iq a ,  desart,, ... 
confiscation of his pr6perty and 108% o$' 411 his beng ; 

topay. costs of si.@, on the 2pd ~ o v e m b e ~ : ;  
. t .  

I 
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INTE~POSI%I¿%T o 8  TRE~METBOPO~~TAW FISCAL. 67 - 
r \  . ' 

i 8 15. - This ' virti16us ' LharaCter ;as iidkited. tO. 
- %he intré$dity oPthe rnetribolitA fisiil Don Añ- 

ielrn8. Isla; ahd Don  fiel vida&; judge &he 
ecclesiistiiál l' coourt, for 'his liberty ayéir. aSter he 
hid been,' condu&tcv'd to ' t ~ é  convent. , It ;as Ir& - 

s e d d  f6r the-first t 0 . a  expose' the enór&&iP &nk ' ' 

scandalou~ injustk&.of the .: wh0l6 proce~s ; wh& 
Vidantg, alikk2 indifferbnt to 3he rnénacii of thd 
mitréd oppréssoi, aríd the iñ.~lieEbe %f the servile 
fáctioii, deélared ' the triil and ' SektéIicL hd.lt &d - 

/ ,  

void, &s&&':vex&i&ís irid 'iilegali* ' TL& KoTd ini - .  . . .  
t ,  " i r i r ,  

tegrity of %hese Gen;' '$hose &mei :deserve" to. . . 
. 

* \ f . *  rkkbraka z *  IleitgrS.. of :góld,. n&ithei p- a' i t * ~  -t. 
' ' 

;he> -Pe$&~tión'~ padrbfi; & $geve&id3 . ., . 
f 

who passed t'hé sintenbe .. fr&nSbeing . most liberally - . 
, , J .  " .  . , , , > * ' A d  rktlard6d for'tlieii inikuitj.+ L.. 

, " l .  * 

.. . ".- i1n the. ~ourse of Ckpero's inter*qgatory; .which 
". 

continiea a£ iitekvali. for sóme da;ys,. thé judge . a$ . 
pointed . , to : receive what. he 'cal-1ed the prisoner's , , a 

a < .  

confesiion, pr*ducéd a' buidle'.pf' iipérs,. recentlx 
from Privj, sand ukfolding the khitents, 

de&&dedin a'threateni& tone, whethér,&e ast6i- - 

ishid dátri8t recognised. theq ? To this que~tio6, 
cepeí@ rbpli&d by ihquiring where the papers had d .  , 

been found ? 1ktyolil: o p  iiousé !>> fiérc6iY r é  
. :  ' 

. , ' 9 '  ! 6 - '  

I r r - ,< ..' , . * ' ; . ; 

t 
. v . <  . 

* Tho electo* of G allicia hive testified their8enseLóf thecdent.$ 
and sufferings of Ruii da ~ad;on', by retwping hi& & one of thk 
deputies for that patriotio Province, in . the pres6nt. Cortes.- , 

Sepero, is also a member, and both have given pro-ofs that their 
energies in t h i  &usé of f&ido& &e ~till unabated. 

c F 9  

\ .  ! - 
* ,  



joined the judge, and raising his  voice * $0 a s t a  
>igher pitch, while .the , prisoner vainly endea- 
voured to restrain his laughter, added, 'f ay? ! and < .  
what is more, .they contain your criminal corre- 

, spondence with the provinces ; 1 therefore desire 
you will instantly examine and acknowledge them 
to be yours." gc Al1 1 know of these documents," 

l answered Cepero, . 6,c is that they are: as likely to  , 

have come out of your house as -mine ; but where- 
ever they &ay have been found, rest assured 1 shall 
hqt tou'ch the&." % , , -  Assurning: .a fiercer attitude and 
more authoritative tone, the judicial sage procceded: . \ .  
". Cprqe,' Sir, 'confess at once your treasonab1.e i nd  

-- -x . ,  b p  

depraved yieys ; hatied- to ithee Xing, and connec- . . j I d  

tioni . ,  :with~'~atheists, ... - Gsts ,  jansenists, jacobins, and 
* ,  

free ínasons, are fully ,deviloped . ,  l . "i< $the: papers ,be- , 

fore me." < .  ,Having continued some time longer in . . , .  
-3 -&il&r strain, withput, however, , pointipg out , 
any of the guilti passagesYr a more desultory con-* 
versation followed, and when pressed rath'er'closeljr 
by the prisoner; this dignified agent of the faction 

, &as forced to admit that n i  part of the, yriting 
Could be , distinguished ; thence ,. entering into 
grbiter . familiarit~ with the pnsoner, - he detailed 
th i  mode in Which these odor@rous documents 
. t i  < " .  

- were recovered under his owna irnmediate inspec- 
tion, adding the number. of days he had been oc- 

, cupied in striving to decypher theire;contents, and , 

the necessity under which Iie; was .placed, of' pro- 
. . .  

ducing them ón the preient: occasion : at al1 
ekents,'' conclúded the judge, 'cf  bis ~ a j e s t ~ ' ~ a i -  





f 70 l?EllSECUTION O F  AGUSTIN &RGUELLEB. 

. 4 1 + Agustin , Arguelles, : whose, popularityi and ín- 
- fluence i i  the Cortes had r&dered.,: him : partic$ ' 

larly hateful to the faction, was also - harassed . ... in 
every imaginable .way : a day seldom passed with- 

' out his being made the object'of sohe shnderous 
story, or scurrilous hvective ih 'the servile journals. 
AS' proof . óf _ L .  tFh& ign6ián&, Ana , f a  . .  , .  t+hich'. 
marked the proceedings -a&inst. this eloquent p 6  
triot, an- arabic memorandum, found in- his papers, 
was. specified in the actv of ~accusation, hs being 
cIoseiy connected With ,thp fa;-famkd vrepublicán , 

c '  -> 9 .  

project ; wh& ' tr&ríslat(d, th& kystic$ , S  S '  ,,, 'document 
proved to have beeñ ,yrittéii' by ~hachi  ~ b d e i ~ & i < ~  

. - <  

-a ~ o o r ,  kho viiited the~eniisula iri 1j96,'stating 
that he was, (thanks to the prophet a id  his friends) 
'well aiid hap$Y, had'eriough to eat and drink, ái~d, - 

was ; í& &he? respect$ pérfectli satisfied 'with his 
.-.-.- ' . 1 C . ' - 
, situation ! ~ h i b  irnport&d communication &as 
dated iq the' year o£ p ~ a h b m e t ,  -. ' 1211, A S  ind-'ad- . +  $ 

dressed to a gentleman, ?hose. nime, equally unin- 
telligible to christian ea&; Yet seemeddn this.'re- ' 

- spect, to bear sóme affiriityzto that of the :.writer, 
- 'fiachi ~ l m a t i  ~ o i s i ,  6 j i  whom 'it was to be 

.: > l .  ' . ' ,; , . . - <  .., ' . .  ' ' 3  ..L 

. . > " *  , 
1 . c . S 

. ,  . '  < i 
1 ' -  

)" , I 
- 8 .  

' " * ,  . . , :  < ; ..'! - j ; , i  

' If he . ,  had . not vited for article 111;of' tho con$it*tion, whieb, de- 
&res  that, '< the sovereignty essentially resides with @e peoplex'' 
Whether the deponent had not occasi6nally influenced or co-oper- 

- a t k  promoting the riots and disorders, of the galleries? Hqd he 
not eontnbuted to reskain the liberty, of speech on the paG .of 
~ertain deputies, and did he not vote for the liberty of thepess  
jn South Arnericq? &c. ,. 3 a >  + .  l . ,  - .  . . . , * ' ; . , '  " 



harided to. Jhachi:~lrnbti. B8&sidá, pibbábl$ h'kbm. - 

mon friefid 6f théf parties.: :Such; hdwever; $oking 
apart, were tpe miserable ekpkdient$.res~rte"d to 
in the cburii Óf ' this.~rose&uti;>'i;~, that .th&eliisig'; 

' 

nificáit lines ,served &S a ' pretertt dot ~ncreasing - 
thé ~haiges, ' even befofe thé jbdgds'li.ad' any Con- 
cepiion of iheir' fieaniñg! ; ' ' - ; :?-. i' ' . i . ' ! r ' - , , e  ' 

- t ,  c >  

e The treatment of. Cafiga' ,A'i.gitelle~,- who. .had 
al& 'display&ií c&neiderhb16: tdgnti ,hri¿T inclhi& id 
a mehbei of Cottes, %as :df tkie m&t. 'cruél~'&- 
scriition. T h r o G  ifitdrh dAg&n, hi th 'e i t~ '~~$4.8~ 
priatéd to rfíakfabtokii ; bf the Wótit.' kind; he' wi14 
suffered to ' remain * d ~ ' ~ t  óut from -1ight arid' ai< . del . 

. . 
$rived 6f books, iit the ;.sigh$ Gf 'f:ai single friendi , * - 
till thk inontl; *of ~ e ~ t $ & b k ~ ,  !whgn, 'fallink &nke'ii '- 

ously ill from h@shr&i$@, hrid+%hthe'kkc~ssi~e~~ain~- 
_ % .  J 'of hig ' cell, it w&J'&t~ ihe ' 'uifiio$t medty, 

- - -  F .  

ahd n& béfore s,6veiál;'st~h6 +i.~fi?prese+-i~t~on~ iGk, , ' 

M thé consmi$sfoiii *&? tfie *fatal consein&ecc~i, 
P .  S C &at h,& -i.esiilie;l &,& % rngei. congnnem&iit 

. v .  .- - z - -  ifi .a. place, ,h6 got &if&if t&'&maii- 
{ " -  . - 7  < tir, \quartdr,: % h a  h&&,j.j~fi~3&~v&t@J i % P& \ . 

6 t 
Q& ' fór *: t& i hk. 6bkdin8d ; , ,* 

isiog 6 walk. in.:thea 6ouiCLyafa, kfi$ chlo&g &&t galal.. 
. ls??ek,t rg&i,.g ,id' %&& Ignd :(~frig$& & 

.dbfi:i ~ ~ ~ s ~ i :  LaiclikiEil, t : ;SéCiei;&y ot. S&e 1 , f ~ t  

/ 

the-Colonies, this pnvilege was-yithdra-i, .and the . 
suffering deputy again confined to the, lh- yf his fi 

* , - &  t ‘ , . . , ,  ;, . ' f ~ f ~ < , ~ : . $  $ 9  i i i * ' 'S 

barrack . ( ,  , , + rooh. Í ! < r  Qev!ous ! t$ ' bii jyí?inaj . seiite&?, , - Y  

: t . "  a , .  % . . d " h  ' . . .  
Ganga Arguelles. yas  dqstined t q  experiqqce;,still 
gpeater indigñitiis, thrbugh the machinationd of 



Lardizabal, who, by. the %id of a newlyfA invented ' 
consp&acy,- alledged,by him. to have been 'planned 
since the arrest ' of the patriotsj and :having the 
dethronement of Ferdinand for its' object; .cansed 
five of the prisoners, to be shut up in a room here- . 

a tofore occupied by a .  comeany . of invalids,. but 
-which was not. even swept to receij-e.. them. XThe - 

- bbject of this measure wai, for the puipose. of in- 
troducing ;an agent of , the '. sefvile. faction, who, 
being formally . arrested, as a supposed liberal, con- . 

tinued to live with the deputies . for some time, 
making daily.reports of their conversations -and all , 

othe;. oc'currences + " A  to." Lardizabal, until at length 
- the . infarnous trici was discovered, and the - figcal ,' 

appoihted to inquire into the facts,-,dedared there 
was' no ground for a ~ r o s e c u t i o n . ~  - * : , . ,  . - 

. ~nstinces of the vexation ,, and yanton, cruelty 
-- .&~~cised _ - S  towards . - the prisoneri, might be cited in 

<undance ; in truth, %ose 1 have-noticed convey 
but. a feeble idea of the inhumanity manifestea 
thróughout the whole proceedings, judging from 
the concurrent ,statenients of Ruiz . de ,-Padron, 
.Villanueva, Bernabeu, and various other ;Writers 
whom, 1 have had occasion to conshlt, as ve11 as 

,'a -great pass of # ,  verbal testimony collected . since 
Ay irrival, the ,instrumen$s employ~d to carry:the 

r ' 
7 .  . I "  . 

' ;" i , 
$ 

, . . 
, ' .  . \  1 

* + ,  

* ~ i d i i á b 8 1  óontinÚed to tormeit and oiPreSs the ia&ts 
'ti11 the rnoiith of ~ u & s t ,  1816, whin he met with the usual ke- 

_ *  ? 

ward confefred by desPotisin, disgrace and exile! ', 

* I 

\ 
2 3 - 2  
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. 
CRUELTY TOWARDS: THE. PRISONERS. 8 3  

proscription into' effect, . whether princes O?' minis-e 
ters, priests, judges, or jailors, seem to have vied - 

with each other in torturing their unhappy victims, , ' 

and aggravating the evils naturally attendant on 
sucli a deplorable state of things. - - \ 

As a variety of kther 'incidbnts relative to the 
. conduct of the police judges, and their successors, - . 

remain to be communicated before tlie result of , .  

their- labours i s  noticed, it becomes necessary,, to '. , 

continue thiS gainful subject: á futuii .lettér.r'* 
* 3 . A  ; , . , * " . . , : .. 

. * ,  . 3 '  
J - -  i ' J .  " *  , > . . j L S  ' 
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;74 . : INTERPOSÍTION : O?? PERDINtíND. 
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:RoyalPrdeis in fasour of the ~atriotr, ~ e r ~ i ~ e r s a t i 6 n '  of th i  ~ u d ~ e s . - ~ h i i r  
admisions,-FreshBrrgsts, : FirGReQort o'fthe Commission.- Prpfessions of 
~ i a l  and ~inferitg.-~onsulto and Quademoa.,-Sume ooaiunt of thesa Do- 

, cuments.-Reflections suggested by them.- charges contained in ihe Qua- 
demos.-Appeal to Foreign Powers.-Hali of ~1caldes.-~o&uct' of Arias 

Prada.-Second Comrnission named.-Itl Character and Proceediigs.-Dis- ' 

/ *  
_- - - grace of Macanaz, San Carlos, and-Esc0iquiz.-Appointment of Cevalloe ; ' 

his Memorial to the King.-Persecution continued.-A third Commission ap- 
1 pointed.-Ney Charges.-Anecdote of' Don Antonio de Segovia.-Condem- 

nation of the Patriots.-Apathy of the'Foreign Ministers at ~ k d r i d .  

, - 
WHE~HER it arose from a wish 'on the part of 

those who surrounded the ICing, to conceal their 
'a real designs agaiñst the' patriots, by assuming an 

appearance of moderation ; or, as Villanueva and 
others .of the liberal party have suggestbd, ~er'di- - 
nand himself began to see through the iniquitous 

' views of his advisers ; he caused a letkér to be ad- 
dressed to the j.udges on the 28th of May, desirihg 
to be informed, if, conformábly. to the liws, of 

\ which he had enjoined such a strict observante, 

, 
they were prepared to liberate the state prisoners; 
adding thati the approaching festiva1,of St. Ferdi- 

' 

I , . 
,.L..- .- . 

I - 



nand*i: afforded a, .plausible 'pretehce. foil .their 'dis. ' 

cha@e. - : . As a farther proof of the King's $ncerity 
upon this occasion, the letter direded that,im' hase . 

tlie judges couldi not' recómm&nd &e: idmgdiate . 

enlargement 'of Gil 'the accúsed,' a* lista should be 
sent 'to. him; 'of thos'e to* +hdm, from-the lightness 
of their offerices, that favour might s e  extended ; 
as, ,bis Majesty feIt extremely anxious to 'celebrate ' - .  

the anniversary of his tutelar saint by this! particu- l 

" 
+ &,"  :Y ;'. 3 ' t  +/f laraétof grac&.: :, . : +  e . , ': , 

- In reply. to the above roja1 order,. so xreditabh 
to the; personal ; sentiménts of firdinafid,'~~i'llelti 
and... his . associates. observed, ~that, cca*neither. :%he l 
qiiality .: &f. their . krikés, : nor ' actual ,8tate: ~f the 
sumAaries, aNd justifikatioris, permittéd: the relé& - - 

ofL persons : .charged *.with 'siich' ~weigh'C~"6ffin &; 
-.. yithout delji$tin,$frorh -that jústike: which' his :~a;  

jesty had SO itreiuiobslyriG6fiheided!'> ~m'óngst 
the nuineroiis othei sopliistries' this' G&tl6, lik 

~onfessed, thit, altlióugh %h(! triali Were iribr$'&ii, 
y,et, owin'g to'the dokplicit6a ndtu&:&f tEé' ea&;; 

i .  J .  

the +~ohIhissi6*' w i i  still >n&bl& to :foim a"'correct 
opínión bns them "; ion; of-'ther allkeed cáusei' *f ddei , . . 

lay statbd; thát the ' prison6ri AA$ li&i io&é dáys 
,: l ' E  < ,  ' 

in custodi b,ef?;e. the 9júdkéS k;ewf'whht %+e the . - 
, - t  

qecifi& which ied to t-eir &*est".i: :It' i&& 
(, 

. - 
,; ' i * ; ; ,  ; .!!); 3 : s .  i 4 ,  t k ?  , ' r : [ : , ; ; " . ~  $$$j ; i y ! i i ; ; j  

3 ,  . : r  ?:: , *  , s . .  , < . r .  9 c + j \,>!, g : ! ,  f (. j a:3 ,"ti* f: - 

.t. This occirs 19n the 30th of May, and' has boen 
'. , ... *. a / 

. mLrked by sorne act of beneficeinee, emanating directly Som $6 
P ' i . > .  - .  *- . 

Sovereign. ,# 
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76 . ANSGR OF THE JUDGES. 

1 

, ' i nded  évident, from. the vagué ?nd contradictory 
tenor of the whole coinposition, that both.Vglela 

I _ and his coadjutors 'were qúite unprepared for this 
pressing appeal1n favour of the'patriots, and there- , - 

fore only sought how they could best frustrate the - 

, e ~ s h e s  of the .moi~arch, by.; endeavouring :to give a .  . 
I 

> -  ) ' semblante of equity to their proceedings. '. ' . 

. It, has been justly remarked, that these, men had 
nov  an eicellent. ple& for putting an end to the 
proscription, by at once acknowledging fie illega-. 
lity of {he arrests, and innocence of the prisoners. 

' 

Such an act of- c idour ,  would, : however; have 

__-- been no, less contrary '%o their own vindictiire cha- 
/ '- 

- S  racters, than inconsistent "with' the palicy of the'ir 
rulers, who- hada determined- to 'goYeni by violence , . 
and. . injustice: . ~ c c o r ~ r i ~ l ~ , .  the Jetter. of the 

--.- + judges concludes by observing that, the most they, 
could do towards. fúlflling the benignant intehi 

' . 
' tions of, his Majesty,; was to change . the place of 
confinement, by transferring some of the accúsedB 
from the public prisons to their houses, where they, 
would continue in Sequal securKty till . cilled ;u&n - 

for trial. I t  next remained, for the commission to 
transmit a list of those wham it considered as wor- 
thy of the proposed,indulgence : when this reached 
the, palace, and was laid before Ferdinand, it con- 

' 

tained the 'namks of five obscure individuals, of 
which, twó happened to be comedians, whose im- 
rnediate services , ,  were required at one of th&'prin- - 

' cipal theatres ! - 
\ ,  6 1 . -? . . . 
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SECOND- LETTETC ' OF 'MACANAZ. - .& 7 7  
, , 

In consequence of: thé. foregoing-representation, 
$which left-eno'.alterñati~e to .th$credulo&~iinc6; ' 

it was *natural for himto aequiesce in the decisión! 
of Iiis judges; supp~rted zis their;>tátement. must - ' , ' 

have been, :by thosevaround him ; [ Macanaz; there- : 
fore, lost no time in signif6ng his Majesty's plea- 
süre, that . t ~ e ,  prisin&rs ,,should -be i'etiined ti11 
further infqrmation should afford a better.opportú-- 
nity :of exercising the royal clemency. ; Although. 

I 

prevailed upon to 4,rdinquish- the inie'nded l act. of: 
grace, the King's irnpaGence to See the trkls ended 
does not, seem to have abated ; : for a :second Jetter: 
has-for4atdé.d t o  Villela- ohly .three days :after, ex-,. . 

pressing the utmost <án,xiety on- the :part of Ferdi- 
,nand to have thern bronght: to.- a: .c¿mclusibn, and- -- . - .  
directing - that ;na-[ efforts should r: .be .$pared to- 

e -  - -  abridgedelay,yconsisten* with *the practice* of thé. -,. - -  
courts and forins of . justice. : It , appeared from: 
their answeq t o  this -. coinmunicatiori th i t  ' the 
judges had nothing so much at heait as - tránquil- 
izing the mind pf hii ~ a j e s t i  on- the delicate 
points submitted to their investigation, afterl allu-; ' 
ding to the circumstance of their not having re-. 
ceived ány orders to coinmence proceedings bgfore. 
the. 20th May, the arbitrary nature: of the prosecu; 
tion was made still inore apparentby their stating 

- that, as the royal order which, directed the trial of ' 

tbe prisoners to proceed, merely on the f a ~ t s  t6 be - 

drawn from $heir papers, had not led to the disco- 
very ofany documents upon which a process co-uId- . . 

:. 

, 
i 

> 



. a s s ~ i h t ~ c ~  OF - THE ~ U D G E S .  

that. day incessantly 'occupied in the _examinat'ion 
of ivitnksses ' ahd apblying t o ~  Girious' ,deputies for 
statements relative to the' want. of freedom expe- - 

rienced during ?he debates of cortes ; .also' con: 

of his Majesty pledkes our delicacy the more i o t  
to sweroe from the usual forhs and order of pissini 
judgment, as well as to respect in their utmost 

such ai~stere prineiples !'* 
B ' 



So. far . -fróm. ; the : dispóiition 'of '.Fe~dinánd;: as 
shewn .by. this :correkpondencG, i pr6diicing:' thk: ~ 

smal1esti:eff~ct in favour úf the prisoners; it se-emi 
rather to .Jhá+e: imp;llea thei f & ~ t ~  to.n&k :a~ts-'bf 
Violente. )A 1ist6 oE th&et:dePuti& :wh~:wk~e-~r&~ 
- s e d  at, the initifilatioti of the&it ~ories,'in l s i ~ , '  ; 
together, with a copy :of * the: o& ~prescriljed~;Lori~ 
that, occasion, having been' trhsmittedi to villela;. . . n- 

o~ the.gth @nse, sóon becahe-the gro&d-wodi of 
fresh chaige$. igaiist ths,deputibs. ; One of =th&e. 

Y . - - >  

set. ifithi*.,t&at *dey:> lizd ex&'edktl; theii; j?owers - 
in iroting, f*r: tlie bonstituti~n ! : ,-' Hsving de~6 ted  &: 
few2 :dayss ito thes Cohsi-def átcon. of his i-iiewlyi' aci' . , 

&i&d( m&ei.ia&j: &&&d 1 severa1 'ádditión&lJ 
witn6ssis, i bubornid bi.4 tbe" 'agéntsl 'émployedA fdT ; - , 

that purposéi4 Vdlelg &sug& bis, warcant. óf! ai.restW - - 
I 

- .. ,- ag&nst.-[ f&G-five t: : more.' ihdividiials, . ' *, fyhói6 . : a im- . 
prisonmeht, i was :f~~'ó.&ed. by i th& ~e izure  their > I 

' papers. idd seque&aii&. of all thei;. fir$&ty..i .: ::'. '' ' 
8 - 

Here it sliould si. obkéreed, thát& koyal' brdér - ofi 
thk 5th, ?Une, * &rect;ing : {hafk th& -$causes were tt6 
be forthwith transferréd to \$he , ~ a l l  of ~lcaldes, : ' l 

khief ciiminaf bf Madrid, thfkre to be .sub- 
% .  

S ~tanti'ated, ind senteñce. l pissed 'accordiig to law, , 
was hot :anbwered befóre the ' SOth:q This r e ~ i f i  

S 

like'those alreadj nbtiéeb, was also atissuq of fals&' ' . 
' hood and soPEiistfy, in:which the judges gravely:y:: 
. assertéd, that a fear 'Cf. 'excee&gj their iriskuc; ' ' 

tihs, arid' afi*iety 'strif tly" to' adhere t i  thé < .  G&' 
had, nbfwith&&dini 'their - extreme: &@erness4 on 
th6:&bje& gl-&é $re$erit&& fiOm prbce&&ng 



". We have the satisfaction to assure your excel- , 

lency," add the judges, <' that when the- papers 
sent herewith are examined, his Majesty will pero, 
ceive the extent .of -OUF solicitude an d vidance." . 

4 Neither these valuable qualities, for which .Villela ; 
had the --modesty . - : to , give himself credit, nor his ' - 

--- . fulsoine - adulations . . and,, promises, seem, 3 '  how-. 
ever,, 'to have satisfied ,Ferdinand, . ' whose , final 
attempt t Ó  produce some impression on the judges, . 
was rnade on the 1st July. ' It carne from ~ a c a k a z ,  . 
through the Duke del Infantado, president of the 
c6unci.L of   as ti le, , and contained a peremptory, 
order of the King, that the trials should'be cón-: 

- -cluded and sentence pronounced on al1 those &c- 

11 
1 
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' NEW ABTIFICES OF- THE PERSECUTORS. 81 I 

';ey had undestalten, and the numerous vexations '* 

it occasioned tliem, great silrprise was expressed - 
by the judges, tliat bis klajesty should bé dissatis- 
fie& with their exertions. It was .next added, tha t  
the .King7s orders had filled them with the most 
páinful coiibern, in as ,much as they fhuid it to- 
tally impossible to comply with his wislies. + - I n  ' -  

addition, to the causes of delay previously assiped, . - 
relitive to thé want of docurnents .and complication - , . 

of tlie cases, they alledged the necesiity of examin- 
ing twe*'ty -one volurpes, containing the 'debates and . \ . - ' " 

decrees of Cortes, al& the various periodical works 
andneivspapers pubJished during. the war, not'to ' 

mention the time occiipied in procuring informa- 
tion from various and distant - parts . of  , the king- - 

dom ir1 whi,ch the -<' crilnes were committed." ' - 

. , - -  Having,-bY-ii1hite pains and theinost absolute self-, - 
denial, succeeded iri ,completing the chief portion 4 

of their work, .they were about to lay the result 
at the feet of his Maj'esty, together with such ob- . 
servatiohs* and suggestions as the c .  commission , % 

. thought b&t .calculated to accelerate the final ter- 
mi~ation of the trials ; it being, however, phy- ' . - 

sic,ally impossible to fiilfil the r0 y al, order, . since - 

there yas not time enough given to reid the' docii- . :- 
ments, they saw with sorrow that they no longer 
enjoyed the confidence of their sovekeigjn: Yet, 
notw+h&nding the consternation i ~ t o  wliich his 
orders had thrown the judges; were it possible to 
put those 'oriers into ?ffect, tliey' would make 
the attempt, even at the expense of their lives ': 

1 '  . . - e  \ 

' %  

/ .  G 



solation WAS derived from reflecting, that his 
Majesty ~ Ó u l d  hame others, capable of executing 
his ordeiG witli greater promptitude ! 

Supposing tlie ~ i n ~ - t o  have been a meré passive 
initrument in most of these transactions, and tliat 
his want of kxperience. induced him to belieYe in 
the sihcetity bf the judges, he was- not likely to 
iésist aiich an appeal, evidently drawn up tci en- 
snare a weak mi-dd, and closing, as it did, with the 
dikin'terested tender of their resignátion. Macanaz,' 

- thkrefore; addressed the commission next &ay,' 

--- __ absuring the menibers that Iiis Majesty was ~atisfied - 
\ ', 

with their ~bndu&, &id desired ttiey would perse- 
vefe,' so as to conclude -the trials without Ioss 'of 
time. ' 

, 
,- -c 

Having continued tneir exertions, and most pro- 
* - . - -  - -  -.- - - -  

6ably'ies'tncted their intended \ comments, las if 
deterinined to. surpise Perdinand in his tuin, the 

, gi&rític l a b o ~ s  of the commission really ¿lid 'end 
on ' tlle 6th Jjlk, when its Consulta, or, in 'other 
words, 'act ~f a~cusation wa's ti'ansmitted- t o  the 
minister ~f gkce ahd .justice. . - Previous to the 
fifitil delivery ~f this írrembráble dócument, 'several ' 

of the, pris~hers expressed. a wish of -being per- a 

mltted to- address the .King, on the iIlegality of the ' 

pr6ceedinks 2nd Ihjustice -of thkir deterítian.' To 
this a$catiÓn 'Macana2 replied, thait, if the? had 
any thing. to say, his Majesty wished it *to come - , 
'through the judges. Slender 'as their hopes of , 

- pt6duking'a favourable change from havmg to sub- 

' *  



mit their g+evances to such hands must have been, 
, 

many lavailed themselves of the occasion thus 
aff&ded ; they drew, up a meyoriql, enurnerating 

1 

' the sacrifices they ha! . hade during th: pv?r, $0 e 

preserve the t J ~ r o ~ e ,  and r~futing the.calumnies ;ir, . . 
culated by their enemies, and this iemorial, Ghich . . ,  

ended with a prayer that his;~ijest~,wo,uld $ve - 
. . .  

' directions for their iínniediate disbhairge, was, sept , S 

to the judges, yith a request that .they might be ' 

laid befor,e the Monarch ; thq &riter had every 
re&n to b.elieie their- st&t&e~ts2 ney& re.ach44 . 

.e 'palace ; be this as. it rpky, .. no answer bateytir . . ' 

was-returied either ,by . the ~commission , , 6; 
Macanaz. , - S  

With res$ec$ to  ' the ' ~ o n k d k , - i t  professed t i  ,, f .  

< \ *  . 
@ve a &tailedaccount'of 'al1 the judges i d  done, 

, 

- -  - a y  from theiy -es! of the patrots +u$ , , $0 - the t .dai of * , ' 

its date, and was accornp&ii,ed by' five ~uake%o~ ,  
pr distinct bundle; of papers, I containini: a historJ! - - 

of the most remaikable occurrences~yhich marked 
the' proceedings .of both cortes, , togethei .~&h 4 
list of 'those deputiei vho were distinguiShed for 

, 

thcir hnovating .opinions."nstead, .ho&em,, .. of , . C  
. 

t h e i  v o $ ~ ~ i ~ o u s -  @cuments ) , leading :+ decisión, " 1 . r :  

or-clepring, up ;the ,qúestion. 9 mere intended $0 
I 

elucidate, + figld . ?of; < .  . ,en&ess &lai  wqg bpened . - ,  
t~ :fature '.commissioo. . If .iideed. Fe ,except the 
more enlarged f o r ~ .  given .to the ca)u,mnies, of the , 

I 

- .  t . .  



~4 EVASIONS OF THE JUDGES. 8 .  

' -  

servile fáction, thbsé others suggested by thé +a- 
levolence of the judges, and that unintelligible 
legal jargon in which they were clothed, Villela 
and his assistants' left the subject 'in a state of'  
much greater intricacy than ever.' Although the - 
Consulta and its \accompaniments, any ' more than 

. a persecution, in thebexistence of which, under al1 
the cir&umstances of - the , case, D~s te r i t i  will 
scircel-y bélieve, are unworthy of a serióus ) ex- 
amination ; yet, b r  the interests of truth, and as 
án* illustration of the judicial proCedlire pra~ticed 
ia this country foT centuries, i t  may not be alto- ' . 
gether useless sh6rtly to. State a f e6  of the grois 
eri&s and wilful falsehoods in wliich these judges ' , 
conhta*tly indulghe throughout the . above reports. 

As- truli observed 'by ~illanueva, the judg& 
- - neither-informed the King of yhat he ought t& 

have known, answered ' that which was demandéd 
of thern,' nor fulfilled a single roya1 order, although 
the imputed crime of attackíng Ferdínand's sove. , 

reignty y a s  cíeailf specified in al1 the letters of 
Macanaz. It was carefully avoided in the Con- 
súlta and Quudmos, for the very piain r&ason : 
that had the Proceedings of cortes-on th& matter , ' 

been discussed, many of Losé who had í&tigated 
\ . '  / 

the prosecution of the , patriots . would . haie beeh 
much mor6 deeply imilicated in it than'the '&i- 

' ,  
Soners, The only way, -therefore, 'to s&é theif 
friends from being compromised, was f o r  the 
judges to evade the tenor of the roya1 orders, and 
comment on points to which these had not made' 

l 



the slightest allusion: . By assuming tliis mon- 
,, 

strous privilege, siiborning witnesses wha were * 

ready to say whatever the accusers cl~ose .to 
dictate ; kalling upciri the personal. enekies .of the 
deputies for denunciations against thek, and only, - , 

selecting those transactions of the cortes 'which 
suited their purpose, every facility was aforded 

I 

for criminating the prisoners ;. yet,. with such ex- 
tensive means, were al1 , their cri'mes qualifie& 
under the vague deriomination., of '' innovating 
opinions." t - , ... / ,  . 

- 1 have already had occasion to notice the ad-2 . . 
mission's of villela-in his replies to Macanaz, thosé 
contained in . the. first paragraph . of the Consulta 
were not less palpable, and afford an . excellent - 

specimen o f  that cqmp~sition, ivhil-e the~~furnish ' . -, ' 

a more ámple. justification of th& patriots than . 
. . 

- 7  m .- 

their ' warmest advocates ' could 'produce. . It is - , 

admitted that the prisoners having been' arrested -- . , 

by virtue of a roya1 order, unsupported by any 
'doLurnents to 'be f0un.d. i* the Segretarias, os othkr '- 

public, offices of government ;. 'and there , being no 
possibility of instituting a trial -'on .the papers 

\ 

seized, . the judges solicited further instructions ; * 
l 

that in reply to this application, théy were .desired 
fo commence 6 prosecution from - the eiidence 
already i i .  their póiseision ; thát 'the injifictiobs 

- .  ofhis ~ a j e s t ~ , '  strictly to ;observe the laws, had , 

e placed them in a situation 'of great difficulty and , 

: embarrasimént ; and thit -although it had been \ 

. necestary to -infringe on them, they neverthéless - . , 

/ 
l 

, * . . 
, 



QUIBBLES AND EQUI*OCA+IONS. 

herence to those laws. 
In their usual strain a f  quibb1ing, equívocation, 

the judges express a wish' that the pr,ump't and 
exemplary chastisement of- those, said to have 

Staté, ~cjilld trave be-efí rendered comkatible with' 
- Wis-Majestyys Intenti~ns, Iove of justice and the - 

laws. T h u ~  to invoke punishment without prov. 
ing - delinquency, seems to have been perfkctly 
cbrrect in the -estimati& of these men, iKho t6 the 

strátion of juitice against those w l ~ o  Eould have 
&en the authdrs u>f. a 'project which had menkced , 

ihevnation bith such disasters and misfortune ! - 
, 

Pursuing their arduous and . painful task, al1 
ihose acts of the Cortes' which had. rSgenerate& 
spain, bnabling -ii to sustain an .ejrp&sive akd 
harassing contest, - under innumerable + disadvan- 
tages, "were passed in keviem and ekamined by the 

more * clearly explained by the followIng .entiaea 
iation of what, accoiding 'to tlie statenients óf tIie l ,  , 

Coniulta . and Quadernds, cónstituted the criiiies 



considered as t11e organs. 19 t l~b first, they were 
' 

charged with- havisg decláred the renunciations 

and imprescriptible right .of s,ovéreignty ; also, 
for leadi& the people astray bf the imaginary 
advantages 6f liberty and equality. It is scarcely 
necessary to repeat, that Ferdinand had formally 
resigned al1 title to the crown soon after &s. ' 

the highest authorities in church and state, a s  this , 

important truth . had been. alieady established by . 

. the counci¡ of Castile in its public addresies t o  
the 'nation, and by i+e bishops of Orense* and . 



* s .  

i 

. . 88' RETROSPECTIVE ACCUSATIONS. 
/ 

hpirited associations which first roused sthe dar- 
, mant, energies of the p6ople ;' tliese were repre- 

sented as leading to a real oligar'chy, while the 
central junta, noAinated by thein, was nbthing 
mbre than a mis-shapen 'government. It is next 

, stated, that- *with this , enlightened body and the 
. 

'first Regency, originated tlie accumulation of evil s . 
ín which the .country had so long fluctuated. , 

The Cortes of 1810 were said to have been pre- 
'cipitately assembled by a faction comiosed of a - ' 

:srnall riuhber, who caised themseldes to be eleCted 
- .foi . places ' &cupied by the, enemy ; and that a 

/ 

,_ _- - - few, taking the maj ority' by surprise, had ' adopted 
.. A, the system. of $he French encyclopedists, parti- 

' cul'arly in sanctioning the dangerous principie of 
national Sovereignty. The  . unmeaning cries of 

, 

- - -.- --= - ? -  

independence, personal liberty, inalienable -rights, 
S * cand similar phrases, also' resounded through, the 

S hall i of \ Cortes, and were re-echoed by the factious 
- in the'itreets and coffee-houses of Cadiz, :a; w& . 

- .as in the jour&ls and Periodical works published 
under the imposing. appellatioh. of liberal. The , 
liberty ' of the . press ' was proclaimed, and soon 
becami the vehicle of revolutionary doktrinés. 
The prisoners and their friends were moreover 

, 
distinguished for the boldness with -wlii& . they 

'violated the ancient institutions of the monarchy, 
a . ' , attacking the rights a n d  dignity of . the ~ i n ~ ,  , 

.. and establishing what they styled cc fundamental 

. laws," as if there' had been any scarcity of such 
laws uiider the 'old government ! %he 

, 



other offencei 6 f  the brisoners; they. had adopted 
the con~titutiokal code wGh6ut iufficient delibera- 
tion, -and on various occasions usurped the powers . 

of the execiitive. Those who had been paid for , '. 
creating disturbances in the gall'eries were allowed * 

'to remain unpunished ; -they had also authorized 
the publication of newspapei.s, periodical and other . , 

' works subversive of good 'arder, - tolerating reva- 
lutionary clubs, gaining over public opinion by - 
bribery, and .taking the monies : thus appropriateh 
from the revenues of the' Róyal "amily. They . m 

a altered the : old. mode of levying taxes, and intro- 
duced a hew sjstem of Finance.+ The last of these - 

- / '  

weighty charges 1 shall mention, was:-founded on 
'. the' decree ~f February 2nd,. 18 14, ' prescribing that -- . 
E'erdinind should not exercisk the royd authority - 
before he had accepted- the constitution, and sworn y . * - .- 
to maintain3tinviolate. . -  , - \ .  > . .  . -  - I 

The conclusion . of the report corresponds very ., 

exactly- with its' commencement. In addition to 
C 

, the foregoiñg-catalogue of .crimes imputed. t i  : thk 
liberal party in Cortes; and upon which the judges l 

i I  * 

say they hive toiiched very lightly, it is - asserted , , 

- that ' many * other' facts of an equally criminal 
' nature,'may be found in the . joumals - published ,- 

under their &mediate patronage, knd in . the &ct . ' 

of' accusation preparing against those deputies . . who - 

. . 1 1 . / 

,, . r .  . .  
/ 

. . , . ., . . &. ' . . 
* The ~ortes;liad yisely kubstitnted' arect, for indirect4ax- 

- < ation; . . 
* * 

6' b 

a ) I 

, 
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, 90 ' " VAGUE STATEMENTS. 

! .  I 

! freqiiénted the h'ouse d Count ~oblejas,* at Cadiz, 
t 
. s .  

' 
as well as from the inquiry still carrying on byp 

I 
ihe Captain General of- Andalusia ; but -upon the 
result of which the commission camot yet hazard A 

\ an opinion. At al1 events, say the judges, c g  this 
imperfect statement will give a tolerable notion of of. 

' +e irnportance 'vof these proceedings." Having 
y . thus brought . forward whatever they conceived 

likely t6 irritate the King and subdtie his senti, 
ments in favour of the patriots, the commission 
declines passing' a final judgment, (ls the affair is 
not in a state'to admi't of their cóming to a posi-: ' 

< /--- - 
,-- 

tive decision. ' The judges are aware that policy 
requses measures of greater prbmptness and effi- 
cacy ; but this -is ~one reason why. they stand in 
need . of the information necessary t o  decide with 

* - -- - -  certainty .in such a matter. This gratuitoous ' x& 
rnark concerning what policy -derriaxided, was fol- . 
lowed by ahothei; which' proves how little 3he 
judg& thought the case of the priscmer conne&*d 

, either with law or justibe, although 60th wem so 
/ frfrequintly invoked. " What more kan w e  add,'~ 

, says the report, '' than .that this .affair ' not .mly 
requiies an acquaintaiice with .the ;&ate of apilblic 
opiniob ~ I I  Peninsula, :but also a :%wledg4 af 
.OW ~iiations ~ i t h  rhe. otht.9. porerirs, if iEiurdope , . 

- + Adistinguished aieinber -of.-t& Cortes,.arxésied..on. the -1 0th 
of May. His house had been mach resorted to by the patriots, who 
even m~piried a lsubsmiption ,theze .ior supporting-the,con~titution, 
r d  prosec,uting those gailty of any infractions on tbe new oode : 

c 
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SUSPECTED INFLUENCE OF. FOREIGN CO'URTS. 91 , . ' 

. - 

The above singular avowal openg á wide: field , 

of conjecture as to the share khich certain diplo- - 

matists of foreign courts are said to have had .in, 
the origih and progress of this-persecution-. With 
respect .to. t'he public opinion referred to by.' theb 

- 

judges, it is hardly. necessary to add,' they . well ' *  , 

knew it'had been' tkansferied frorn the people t o ~ e ;  , , 

' Caritro, Torre Músquiz, ahd their assistantg, who , - . . 

never suffered .a-: day to pass without publicly ex: . . 
ulting in the prospet of . . speedily seeing the sword. 

' 

of just?ce fa11 . the necks .of the traitors i and 
I 

adkiring th6 exeessive clemkncy of 1 Ferdinan d, 
for -_indulging . the iniquitous wretches with the- 
forms ~of a trial, bince he could, as natural lord 05, 
tliese ~ealrns,' se'na - them': to the + scaEold wlthout. - . . 

even hearing whiit they : had to s&y in their ;de- -: 
, .  v . .  

I 9  

- -  ferice! '. _-: . , . )  ' .  

As if the judges -fe~t that this aipeal to piiblic- . 

opinion and . foreign ,.powers wag calculated tos 
startle. the mohátch, . L  . pthey ~atténipt to -render ., it. 
more palatable .,by ~bbbserving; that however \mis- 
placed >such an rindication ' tippea~ed, . &. might, iiti 
'their j6dg&nt, be very hosely htterwoven - with ' 

the subject bn which . they had been tfeatifig. .he- , 

comniissidn bad, therefore, : confined itse1.f :to fa 
pliiii -statenient*.óf the facts;' i n ,  ordet-th-at ilss ' -  

Majestjr, -by ;&ornparingt them with thoae which 
must -be kiown ito government, in and-out of $he 
ki~gdom, might then iii&,idet ton >~hat.~víras -most 

- useful arid necessary fbth the .tranquillity. iof , 

- sbte under 2existing-cirkumstances.. - . .. . 
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9% T H ~  HALL OF ALCAI.11ES. 
* 

After having set out with the solemn ,assurance, 
that in pursuing the delicate 'and thorny path 
traced for them, the - most rigid principies of 

- ' rectitude had been .. their constant guide, the . 
judges 'could not .do less than conclude, by sup- 

S plicating his Majesty benignantly t; -accept the 
, imperfect representation of their labours, in - the 

. punctual fulfilment of his sovereign resoluti~ns;~' . 

' a  Leaving you to p-der on: the chaos of quib- 
bling aqd contradiction, l&pocrisi ,and fal<ehood, - 

, exhibited by these men, and -of which I have 
only given a very lnadequate description, it re-. 

- -- mains for melo inform you how the cons&ta and 
' Quadernos were next disposed of. Although it 

- would doubtless - have. been . infinitely . more .con- ' 

- genial to th6- wishes of the ministers.-iind servile 
faction, had the " judges completed their work ' by l 

passing sentence on the prisoners ; a case - Gas; a t  
1 

least made out agaipst them, which could not, 'in 
the estimation of-their enemies, fail to produce i n  
.immediate condemnation in the  hall of Alcaldes. 
Full of hope on the subject,/the pape'rs were sent 

- , to that-tribunal by Macanaz on the 9th; and the 
patriots handed over to t h i  carel of Arias .Prada, 
the governor or president, who from the rigour - 

. with-which,he at  first treated them (causing the 

. phson windows : to - be shut in the., middle.' of . 
summér; to prevent escape, ~and : prohihiting al1 
communications e Gith' their friends),. ., seemed en: 
tirely devoted to the faction, and  perfectly ready 

I , to f o r ~ a r d  its views. It- however proved other- 

I 
i1 



INDECISION OF THE TRIBUNÁLS. - 93 

Gise i for the Quadeinos had only been a few days .: 
uider consideration, k h e n  a count6r-consulta is ' 

said to have issued from the hall of Alcaldes, ad- , - 

dressed to the King,/ showing that there was no 
ground for procbeding any farther in trials, 
and stating that *al1 the prisoners should be in, 
stantly set at 1iberty.- Thkgh  ~ i thhe ld  from the 

o f  tb-apposition to be' encountered in <higher 
qua*ters, Prada drew up a second report, intended ' 
to strengthen the general- decision ; but finding 
it impossible to prevail on the immediate advisers 

--  - of Ferdinand to ' acquiesce in .bis proposal, it be- . 

On fhe. 14th of , September. . This was composed 
0f five individuals, ' of whom, Arteagb, , Captain .' 

General of' 'the province of Madrid, as Pr dsident, 
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0s JFCTIQNS 'J?O THE COMMISSION. 

/ 

the ~ o u n t  del pinar, 'and Galiano, who figÚred *in . 

the first, were the pribcipal members. The in- ' 

cornpetence of such a junta, rrade iip .of persoas 
either-totally ignorant of legal procedure or known A 

for their. want of principie and enrnity to the pn- 
soners, was so ~ O ~ O ~ O U S  that, .in consequénce of a 
,ripresentation made by Calatrava, exposing the . 

manifest injustice of their. nomination, "Mosqueie, 
' .bne bf the party, resigned, and .wo~ld haye most ' 

likely been f@llowed by thep rest, if they had pos- 
':sessed aby sense of honour or prop+ty., . , : 

The numerous and unansweiable objections 
-c--- , -- brought .against the commission, were no, doubt 

- Its best. ;titles to confidente on the part of those by 
. whorn ' it was, ajqointed, and the result prove8 they- 

- 

were ~ o t  Tvrong in their calculations, for a more 
- - - - subservi6rit tribunal. could not. well -have been 

formed, as, tlxough only established on the Mth, 
it pronounced *various sentences on.  .e 22nd.* 
 bese beirtg confirmed by ihis Majesty, "QT rather 
.his , spiritual and temporal ad~isers, -were posted 
up -on the walls . ~ f  $he c,apital, in -temoreni ,to the , 
.friends of freedoin ancl humanity,--who had not as 
yet  experienced the resentpent 'of $he faotiop. 

"Athough the mode ,of proc&ding,adop~ed -by - , 

:the new .commission, xas in. the highest .degre@ 

I S Its ~first measure was to .order tho soquestration o€ -al1 PO: 
*perty beloiiging to the accused which had not' shared -th$ fate 
a1ready.- Y e O I * -  

3 %  



TRIALS.,PROTRACTEDe 

cruel, arbitrary and illegal, such indeed as might 
naturally be' expected from men kho could under- . 
take a task of this nature, they could not, if e ~ r  
so well disposed, attempt to pass sentence on the 
deputies so soon after the hall of Alcaldes had re- 
cornmended their Yiberation. While, ' therefore, >. 

sendoqYis, thé fiscal áppointed to assist in carrying 
on the proqution, mas, together with a number bf 
inferior agents, occupied in hmp1ifyÚig ihe charges . ' " , 

and dev?sing the best means of. putting off the . 

trials to an indefinite perioori, .the. attention of the 
judges was directed to victims of a less bxalted , 

rank=;- these were principally selected from . the 
mercantile, legal,- and . military proEessions, and 
though tlie punishment awarde&- did ' not exkend - - ' 

beyond the gallies, fin@; kxile .and idprisonment, , 

.the system pnrsued tbwards the aufferers, proved, , 

that the cornmission. woúld -have consigned th6* ' .  
to a scaffold Gith .as little ceremoqy as they were , - 

sent t6 the noisome prisons of Africa, 6~ stripi of 
their property. 1ncred.i;bl.e + *  "the Fict may ap- 
pear, aa*y - of %he individual$ thus condenined, 
wer; not- told what ctlrne -thei had comrnitted, nof. 
"as it even - expressed Iin theif aefitences.! - some 
had to ;pay heavy, costs of suit, arid were admon? 
ished to amend their fhture 'conduct, taking care . 
not to excite the suspicions wliich led to their 
bqing prosecuted, other~. were condemned,,; merely 
because the? happe&d tg be on the list of accused, 



\ .  - < 

great expense; were warned, not to give any cause 
of doubting their love for the sovereign, and at- 
tachrnint to the ancient - institutions o$ the mo- 
n&chy. Ineffectual as any efforts, - however elo- 
quent, to defend those who were subjected to such 
'a tribunal must have lieen, it -was'with extreme 
difficulty that a counsel for the Patriots could ob- - 

tain a hearing : to complete %bis scene, one law- 
yer was severely 'reprimanded, and another fined . 

to a considerable imount, for endéavouiing, with 
too much Leal, to prove the innocenpe of their 

I < . . clients ! 
/---- - -% IIavhg, at length,, found i 'set of rnen ;ha were 

-pep&ed to realize the most 'sanpine hopes of the 
servile faction, thete was 'no 1onger.any obstacle 

- opposed to the persecution, which now became an 
Il'!k - i ti il . --  - - - - - -.--integral part of the system of government ; a week , 

bi * seldom elasped without- new condemnation's, and 
fiesh arrests : no sooner had one been sent 
off to distant prisons, or plundered of.  their pro- 
perty, than theii places in the dungeons of-the 
capital were supplied by oth'ers, destined in their . 
turn to share a similar fate. The commission was . 

insatiable, and like the ido1 ' of ~ a ~ ~ e r n a u t ,  every , ' 

additional, .victim only seerned to create a* thirst - 
1 for more ; 

i / ~  r * + 

As if incrod  of appetite had grown ,, * 

. , - .  bi . , , - On what it fed !- y ; <  * . .  +. 
8 

14 
/ 

+ Somewhat timid in 'its 'first -assaults bn . the 

1 / lives, lib'erty; 'and substance . of the people, - the 1 
/ / t 3 


