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pied by those monsters of impiety and despotism,
who were now happily in the hands of justice, and
would . doubtless soon be brought to condign
punishment. In addition to the Regents,>who
‘were seized and thrown into prison on the night-of
the 10th: May, the orderof arrest, included those of
the ministers, Alvarez Guerra, Cano Manuel, and
Garcia Herreros : also the names of above thirty
deputies, of whom, Agustin Arguelles, Calatrava,
Villanueva, Munos Torrero, Martinez de la Rosa,
‘Ramos Arispe, Quintana and many others were
incarcerated. Count Tereno, Diaz del  Moral,
Isturiz; Quartero, and a few more, succeeded. in
effecting their escape.. When this event was known
at court, a Royal order decreed the immediate se-
questration of their property; nor did the admira-
tion and esteem which they had acquired during the
war .of independence, protect them from calumny
and abuse.. The enlightened patriotism which had
marked their conduct, and which happily for their
country, still pervades the Cortes, was loaded
with obloquy, and a series of papers, in which they
were represented as conspirators and assassins,
(by the authority of Eguia,) were distributed gratis
through the country, at the moment that the de-
cree, which subjected the press 'to a rigid censor-
ship, was published in the official gazette of Madrid!

In order to prolong the farce of a conspiracy,
Don Narciso Rubio, a commissary -of war, and
one of those arrested for their liberal opinions after
Ferdinand’s entry, was taken before.the Judge
Villela at midnight, to be examined relative to a
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1

! seal and medal found on his person by the keeper °
“of the prison. Although the first merely bore a
family crest, and the medal had been received

: from the junta of Valencia for the gallantry dis-
played by Rubio, while the -French army under
Marshal Moncey was before the walls in 1808,
- Eguia in a letter to the judge positively asserted
that both were closely connected with the pro-

| - Jjected -republic. Previous to'the fulminating -

dc o threats with which the examination of Rubio

' ended, he was treated in a very gracious manner

" by Villela, who promised immediate liberation and
the protection of government, if ‘he would but
_compromise the prisoners, by naming his accom-
plices ! Scarcely able to refrain’ from  laughter
at the pompous' gravity assumed by the judge
and his attendants, Rubio confined himself to a
plain statement of the way in which he had become

~ possessed of the treasonable articles,-and concluded

' by expressing his astonishment that the ministers
should attach importance to triflesutterly unworthy
of their notice. But the ministers judged other-

. wise; and that the effect of this notable discovery

i _ might not be altogether lost, a formal report of the

B . occurrence was made to the King, the Whole

garrison of Madrid put under arms, double sen-'
 tries placed round the Palace, cannon planted 'in

the Puerto del Sol, and such other arrangements

made; as were mostlikely to alarm the public and

- inspire the Royal famlly Wlth fears for their per-‘

i sonal safety. il
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Lest any  doubt should" remain as to the strict

veracity of the report, de Castro caused a muti-
lated design of the medal to be engraved for his
paper ; this corresponded exactly with the descrip-
tion given of it by Eguia, and was accompanied
by fresh torrents of abuse against the Patriots, who
were dgam menaced with all the: terrors of the
law

Having kept the ‘pr1soners in close conﬁnement,
deprived of any communication with their family
and friends, - until the 17th May, the commission
appointed to 1nspect their papers, and-over which
Villela-presided, made a report of its proceedings
to the King and solicited further instructions. It
is hardly necessary to add that, this request arose
from there not being a/line found' to' justify" the
imputations of, de Castro and his employers ; :still
less any act upon which a trial could be instituted
with the least colour of justice. So far indeed
from this being the case, in addition to the fervent
tone of patriotism displayedin the most secret cor-
respondence of the constitutionalists, the private
letters of several, contained pr oofs of the warmest
attachment to the person of Ferdinand ; these
wereof course overlooked by a set of men expressly
selected to sacrifice the prisoners. It was accord-
ingly on' the mere authority of this report, that
a royal order of the 20th, directed the judge to
prepare the act of accusation, without waiting-for

any other documents than those already in their
hands.
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. Disappointed ‘in the hope of procuring any do- -
cuments in the papers seized, upon which charges
could be founded, recourse was had to another -
measure well worthy' of those who commenced the
proceedings. All the segrefarias or public offices
of government were  ransacked, with a view of
ascertaining ‘whether any letters or other testi-
‘monials could be discovered to criminate the pa-
triots. A second order was issued, to place the
journals and decrees of Cortes at the disposal of
the judges; and agreeable to the powers vested
in these men, they forwarded circulars to the agents
of police and minor tribunals appointed to con-
_duet this persecution in the provinces, directing
~ that minute inquiry should be made into the con-
duct of those arrested in the capital, and witnesses
procured to appear against them. A letter to the
same effect was addressed by Villela to the cap-
tain-general of Andalusia, who was more parti-
cularly called upon to find out and secure the
persons of those who had promoted the tumults
in the galleries of Cortes, during the debates of
~ that assembly. .

The system of ‘subornation and perjury in-
stituted in the provincial cities, was encouraged
with still greater zeal at Madrid : here, the certain’
road to emolument and promotion, was to become
~ a spy and informer, while all who came forward to
bear testimony against the patriots were sure of an -
‘ample reward : I have been confidently informed
that no ties of consanguinity, however near, pre-
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vented individuals from being urged to betray the
prisoners, and various instances are on record, of

the Monarch’s signature being affixed to Royal

-orders, which assigned p‘ecuniary remuneration or
conferred places of trust, on persons. Who Rad thus
.distinguished themselves.

But the most palpable dereliction of law and
_]ustlce connected with the prosecution, was the .
- circular -addressed to various members of- the -
Cortes, many of *whom had signed the represen- -

tation delivered by Rosales to the Kingat Valencia:
this “extraordinary communication called - upon
them to give a general account of the proceedings
during the session of 1812, and to designate those
deputies who had been most forward in attacking

the sovereignty of Ferdinand VIL ' Neither the
- extrayagance nor injustice of this demand, seems
to have excited either surprise or hesitation on. the
“part of those to whom it was sent; for, of the
twenty-one who had received the circular, which
was dated on the 22nd, seventeen forwarded their

replies before the 30th of May: a more heteroge- -

neous mass of slander, falsehood and absurdity than
these exhibit cannot well be conceived ; a few of
. the assertions put forth by the writers of those

precious documents, styled zygfbrmers, may be con- .
sidered as fair specimens of the whole collection.

Don Joaquin Perez stated, that the 'Liberales, of
whom he named several, had been occupied in
g ,devplopmg a system of democracy ; Don Manuel
del Pozo, that there was a party in the Cortes,
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whose object was, to ruin the throne, destroy
the altar, and abolish the monar chy by depriving

the King of his sceptre and even life: Mozo .

Rosales, that the Constitution of Cadiz was con-
trary to the sovereignty of Ferdinand, and that
many of the spéctators assembled in the galleries,
were paid for obstructing the freedom of discus-
sion : Count Buenavista, that besides the inflam-
matory nature of the debates in Cortes, the King’s
trial and condemnation to death, in a coffee house
of Cadiz, was a fact of public notoriety.*

The statements of Torre Musquiz, Ostolaza,
Inguatio, bishop of Pamplona, Calderon, Villa

Gomez, the Marquis de Lazan and other denunl'

ciators. were, if possible, more calumnious and
unmeaning than' those I have cited; yet was it on

such testimony, and given by persons who had

themselves solemnly sworn to preserve the consti-

tution, that the most virtuous men and enlightened
patriots of Spain, were consigned to poverty, exile

and imprisonment, while many of those who ‘thus
stigmatised them, were rewarded Wlth the hlghest
ofﬁces in the state ! AHE

_-* Alvaro Florez Estrade, author of the celebrated representa-
tion to Ferdinand VII. published at London in 1818, presided
at the patnotlc meetings where this famous trial was said to have
taken place. He was eonsequently amongst the number of those
condemned to death, and ‘would have most probably suffered, had
it not been for his timely escape to England, where thls eloquent
writer continued till the emanclpatlon of his country.

\
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In commenting on’ the conduct of the police
judges Villela, Galiano and . de Leyva, Don
Lorenzo Villanueva, whose valuable notes* have -
furnished me with many of these details, provesin -
a manner the most satisfactory, that this disgrace- -
ful triumvirate were actuated throughout by a
rancorous spirit of personal hostility towards the
prisoners, and that to gratify their desire of
revenge, as well -as to obey the orders of their
patrons, they not only disregarded the instructions —_
contained in the Royal orders, but grossly violated
the laws of the monarchy in every stage of the
prosecution : it could not however be otherwise
in a case of this description which had its origin
in such a palpable departure from all the principles
of justice and humanity.: * The above writer, who
was _himself one of their victims, dwells with
peculiar stress on the mode of arrest, which was ’
effected by a military force in the dead of night,”
and without the production of a warrant or assign-
ing any cause for the ‘proceeding : the seizure of

—

* These are very voluminous, and were it not for the greater
part relatlng to matters of more local interest, they deserve to
* be known throughout Europe, as furnishing & proof of the dread- . X
fol state of Spain at" the commencement of -the. Nmeteenth
Century. - o - B .
These notes are however, replete w1th hwhly useful mforma—
tion, and amongst other matters, relative to the 111ega11ty of the
 commissions appomted to try the deputles, the ‘author proves to

aemonstration, they could only be Iegally arraxgned by thexr
Peers. . ! :
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papers too, though limited by the ng s order to

“and private letters containing the most 1mportant
family secrets. Instead of the mild treatment
recommended in the Royal order addressed to de

. every accused person, within twenty-four hours

solitary confinement for several months, with-

- de Leyva, he belonged to the Council of the Indies,

tible right, was the chLef' crime attrlbuted ‘to the -

‘unexampled prosecution, was strongly exemplified

those of a political nature, extended to documents.

Leyva, most of the prisoners were thrown into
loathsome dungeons, and in other respects exposed
to the greatest privations : so far from conforming
to the old laws practised even in the last reign, _
and which required a declaration to be taken from

after his arrest, many of the patriots were kept in

out'being permitted to see one of the judges,
much less tolearn the cause of their incarceration.

It is worthy of remark that two of ‘the commis-
sioners, Galiano and Villela, in addition to their
having sworn the constitutional oath as members
of Cortes, and held .places of trust under the
Regency, were not only loud in their praises of
the new code, but foremost in signing addresses
of congratulation when it was promulgated. As to

one of the first bodies in the state that recognized

the national sovereignty as decreed by Cortes,
although the acknowledgment of this imprescrip-

prisoners. .- :
- The vexations and 1nqulsltor1a1 nature of this

in the cases of Don Manuel Cepero and Ruiz- de

- &
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"Padron; two of the most respectable ecclesiastics of-
Spain, and both greatly dlst1ngu1shed as members
of Cortes. - In consequence of V1lle1a s letter 10°
the Captain General of Andalus1a, emissaries were'
sent to tamper with the house—keeper and domestics’
of the former, at Seville, where he had a rector--
ship; these were directed to collect all the part1-'

culars of  his past life ; mode of~ passmg his time ;

who were his. v1s1tors s whethér he - frequented '
places of ‘public Worshlp, or read mass at home ;
and if so, whether his servants. Were allowed to . be:
present ? On the failure of this scrutlny, Chaperon,
the: person: ‘who‘was” employed to conduct it,
sought for those Who had left the service of Cepero '
many years before, and offered them a reward if ('*
they would | consent to betray their old master f

When, after” an 1mpr1sonment ‘of five months, his

brother came a dlstance of mearly two hundred
miles to concert means of prov1d1ng for his subsist-

ence, he was. denled admittance and obllged to -

return without seemg ‘his relative. It was not t1ll

the seventh ‘month of his conﬁnement that’ thls

.persecuted deputy could *obtain’ permission to

communicate with his frlends, and then only
for an hour- each’ day, while  the “favour ‘did"

not: extend beyond the 1nd1v1duals of' hls own:

famﬂy !

-The venerable Ruiz de Padron, who had ‘been

returned to Cortes by the mhabltants of the Canary
- Islands, was' denounced in a furlous rescript - of '
- Ximenes; bishop of Astorga, as one of the liber-"

F
i
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ales, a declared enemy. of the. ng, and: disobe-'
dient to, the Sovereign Pontiff: his celebrated dic-
tamen, or speech on the abohtmn of the holy. office,
a masterpiece of eloquence and.sound reasoning;

was . also’, apostrophized. as a’scandalous breach(- s
" of church d1smp11ne, meriting the severest punish--
- ment’; when at a subsequent . period of his perse-.

cution, and. after a_rigorous detention; ‘of .seven.
months, his examination commenced, the principal
questions put, by the legal inquisitor were : In what -

part of Cadiz and. Madrid he had resided while in. .

those c1t1es, with. Whom he, corresponded;: what;-
his expendlture was, 'and where the’money came
from; whether he had been. sick, and : who ‘were:
his_medical, attendants; .also, , if he was, not the
fnend of Argue]les? When asked whether he had;
sworn to maintain'the _Constltutgo_n, he «.;'eph,ed,m,«f' »
the affirmative, upon, which the fiscal Don Rafael -
Sanz, turning to the Judge, observed “well, that’s
more than I shall do, or his eminence either!” . -
qulz:de Padron remained. in prison nearly-a-
twelvemonth before he was allowed any communi- -

cation with his family; or friends, while the whole -

sum received for his support, from the profits of

~ his:income as Abbot of Villa Martin, was one hun."

dred dollars,, or-about twenty pounds sterling, and.

this only after he had been imprisoned fifteen -

months! Sentenced to perpetual seclusion in the
Convent of Cabeza. de Alba, situated in a desart
conﬁscatlon of h1s property and loss of all his bene- *.j‘
ﬁces also to: pay costs of sult on the Qnd November ;_'
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1815, “This™ v1rtuous character was 1ndeoted to-'
the 1ntrep1d1ty of ‘the metropohtan fiscal Don An.
selmo Isla, and Don Maniiel Vidante, Judge of the
ecclesiastical court, for his liberty a. year after he -
- had been conducted to the Convent It was re- -
- servéd for the first to- expose the enormous “and
scandalous injusticeof ‘the  whole process ; while
Vidante, alike mdlﬁ'erent to the menaces of the
mitred oppressor, and the mﬂuence ‘of the servile
faction, declared” the tr1a1 and sentence ‘null and
iv01d absurd, vexatlous and ﬂlegal The bold in: »
tegrity of ‘these men, Whose names . deserve ‘to be
recorded i letters of gold nerther put a s’cop t0
“the: persecutlon of Padron;’ nor prevented those
who passed the sentence from be1ng most 11bera11y
rewarded for thelr 1n1qu1ty Ll CULTUR
In_the course of Cepero s 1nterrogatory, Whlch
contintied at intervals for some days, the Judge ap-
pointed to* receive what he’ ca]led the prrsoner s
conf'ess1on, produced a bundle of papers, recently
drawn' from a prwy, and unfoldlng the contents,
demanded in a threatening tone, whether the aston- ;
ished patrrot recogmsed them ? *To this quest1on,‘
Cepero’ rephed by i 1nqu1r1ng where the papers had "
been found ? ¢ In your own house 1 ﬁercely re-

»m,

*Tho electors of Gallicia have testified theit sense- of the'talents
and sufferings of Ruiz de. Padron, by returning him as one of ‘the”
deputies for - that . patriotic Province, in.the present Cortes.
Sepero, is also a- member, and both have given . proofs that their
energies in the cause of freedom are still unabated.

FQ
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joined the judge, and raising ‘his voice to a still
‘higher pitch,  while the prisoner vainly endea-
voured to restrain his laughter, added “aye!and |
'what is more, they contain your- criminal corre-
, spondence W1th the provinces ; I therefore desire
you will mstantly examine and acknowledge them
to be yours.”  All I know of these documents,”
‘answered Cepero, “is that they are-as likely to -
have come out of your house as mine ;- but where-
ever they may have béen found, rest assured 1 shall
not touch them.” Assurmng a fiercer attitude and
‘more authorltatrve tone, thej udicial sageproceeded.: -
e Come, Srr, conf'ess at once your. treasonable and
depraved views ; hatred to the ng, and connec-
tion_ W1th athelsts, delsts, Jansemsts, Jacoblns, and
free masons, are fully developed in the papers be-
- fore me.’ Havmg contmued some time longer in
a s1m11ar stram, \W1thou’c however, pointing out
any of the guilty passages, a more desultory con-
versation followed, and when pressed rather closely
by the prisoner, this dignified agent of the faction
“ was forced to admit that no part of the writing
could be dlstlngulshed thence ‘entering into-
greater famﬂlarlty with the prisoner, he detalled,
the mode. in . Wh1ch these odori iferous documents,
~were recovered under his own immediate inspec-
tion, adding the number.of days he had been oc-
. cupied in striving to decypher: their-contents, and
the necessity under which he‘ was placed of pro-
ducing them on the present occasion : ¢ at all
events,” oncluded the Judge, B hlS MaJesty can-
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not fail to applaud my zeal 1f he does not reward
my serv1ces' g detn 2 i

e If collected the deposmons, mformers, confessmns, and cor- *
respondence connected with this famous persecutron, would form
one of the most curious and 1nterestmg volumes extant Whlle 1t ‘
furnlshed an admrrable 1llustrat1on of legal® procedure rn this
country and Spamsh Junsprudence a‘enerally, prevrous to the re-
cent change : what is styled taken ‘the’ ‘confession, most prohably :
owes its origin to the well known practice of the holy: ol’ﬁce ‘A
certain number- of questions being prepared by the ﬁscal an oﬁi-
cer whose functrons correspond Wlth those of our attorney general
he proceeds to the pnson, or other place of conﬁnement accom-
panred by a Judge, clerks, &c The culprrt belng brought up,
each questlon is put, and his answers noted ; “these are afterwards
intended to ‘form a ;part. of thé accusation, if unfa.vourable to the
prisonet. Contra.ry to. that “fnore. rational spmt of English’law,
which does not admit of self crrmrnatlon, the mterrogatorles put by
a _]udtre in: thxs country, Were generally s0 framed that by answer-
ing them in the aﬂirmatlve a person Was sure to’ become his oWn :
. accusers _If there happened to be any of a different tendency,
- they seemed to be introduced only for the purpose of leadmg the
unwary astray. S ; g RS e

~ The exaniination of the depuhes of Cortes, weré all anano‘ed
on this prmcrple that of. Don Joachen Villanueva, which . did .
not take place till he had been more than a year confined in the
prisons. of Madrid, ‘contamed forty-two questions, of which a
few will be sufficient to convey an idea of the whole He was
asked, whether he knew" or conjectured ‘what was the cause of :
his arrest? If, while a member ‘of Cortes, he had made any ‘-
claration’ agamst that soverelgnty ‘which the deponent said be had
»alWays and “still’ recognrsad in his Majesty, Ferdinand ' VII Gl
,Wheﬂler he had ever been.arrésted, summoned, or otherwise no-
lested by the judicial authority before? Ifhe had not maintained
- the sovereignty of the people, by his speeches and votes in'Cortes ?
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Agustm Arguelles, whose populanty and in-
: ﬂuence in the Cortes had rendered him: part1cu-'
larly hateful to the factiom, was also harassed in
every imaginable way : a day seldom passed with-
out his being made the obJect of some slanderous
story, or scumlous 1nvect1ve in the serv11e Journals v
marked the proceedmgs agamst thlS eloquent pa-

triot, an arabic memorandum, found in his papers, -
- was’ specified ‘in the act of accusation, as ‘being
closely connected ‘with ‘the far-famed repubhcan ;
- project; ‘when translated the mystlcal document
proved to have been ertten by Jhachi Abdequerlu,
“a.Moor, who v1s1ted the Pemnsula in. 1796 statmg
thathe was, (thanks to the Prophet 2 and his friends)
‘well and happy, had enough to eat and drink, and,
was 'in’ other respects perfectly satlsﬁed w1th his
] s1tuat1on' This unportant commumcatlon was
dated in the year of. Mahomet 1211, and ad-
dressed to a gentleman, Whose name, equally unm-
telligible to christian ears, yet seemed; in this re- -
spect, to: bear some affinity to that of the‘writer,
viz: Jhachl A]matl Boas1, by whom 1t Was to be

Wit

B 1 he had not voted fot e.rtlcle III of the constltutlon, Whlch de-
. clares that “ the sovereignty essentlally resides with the people 2
Whether the deponent had not occasionally mﬂuenced or ¢o-oper:
ated in promoting the riots and disorders of the galleries? Had he
not contributed to restrain the liberty.. of ‘speech on the part of
certain deputies, and did he not ‘vote for the hberty of the: press

in South America? &c. i ¥
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" handed to Jhachi Elmoti Boasida, pi"obab‘ljr"a”c(’)mi :
mon friend of the patties. “Such, however; joking
apart, were ‘the miserable eXpedJents resorted to
in the course of this prosecution, that these insig-

‘nificant, lines ‘served as a’ pretext for ’iricréasing
the charges, even before the Judges had any con- :
ceptlon of their meaningl i e

- The treatment of Canga Arguelles Who had
also dlsplayed considerable talents’ and 1ndustry as
a member of Coites, was of the’ most cruel de-
scr1pt10n Thrown 1nto a dungeon hltherto appro-,
prlated to malefactors of the worist kind, he was
suffered to remain shut out f'rom hght and air, de-
pr1ved of books, ot the s1ght of ‘a single’ frlend
till the month of September, When, fallmg danger-
ously ill from harsh usage, and: the excessive damp-
ness of his'cell, it was with thé utmiost dlﬂiculty,
and mot before’ several strong representatloné were
made to the ¢ commlssmn, on'the fatal conséquences
that must have resulted from'a longer conﬁnemént b
il sucha. place, ‘he got himself remioved to & rn111- '
tary quarter, that had- been converted ‘intoa pr1-
son" for “the- patrlots. Here, he obtalned permls- ,
sion 16 walk in'the COur“t-‘y‘é.ld atnd alofig the gal.
leites, Bt ow1ngt ‘to thié dalimnies’ and infrigues of

Doni ' Migiel Lardizabal;* Secretary” of ‘Stats ‘for

-the Colonies, this pr1v11ege was withdrawn, and the
suffering deputy again confined to the limits O;f his
‘barrack room, Prevmus to h1s ﬁnal sentence,
Canga Arguelles Was destined to experlence still
greater indignities, througfl the machinations of
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Lardlzabal who, by the aid of a newly 1nvented'
consplracy, alledged by him:to have been planned -
since the atrest of the patriots; and -having .the
dethronement of Ferdinand for its object, caused
five of the prisoners to be shut up in a room here-

tofore occupied by a_company . of invalids, but
~which was not even swept to receive them. The =
* object of this measure was, for the purpose of in-

troducing :an agent of the servile, faction, who,
being formally arrested as a supposed liberal, con-
tinued to live with the deputies for some time,
makmg dally reports of their conversations and all -
other: occurrences to Lardizabal, until at lenO'th:
the xnfamous tnck was dlscovered and the ﬁscal
appomted to inquire into the facts, declared there
was no ground for a prosecutmn * L

" Instances  of the ‘vexation and Wanton cruelty

’ exermsed towards the prisoners, mlght be cited in
‘ abundance in truth, those I have noticed convey

but a feeble idea of the inhumanity manifested
throughout the whole proceedings, judging from

the concurrent statements of Ruiz.de. Padron,

Vlllanueva, Bernabeu, and various other erters»

" whom I' have had -occasion to consult as Well as
‘2 great mass of verbal testimony collected since

my arrival, the instruments employed to carry-the

* Lardlzabal contmued to torment and oppreqs the patnots
1ill the month of August 1816, when he met with the usual re-
‘ward conferred by despotlsm, dlsgrace and exxle' = :
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proscription into effect, whether princes or minis-
ters, priests, judges, or jailors, seem to have vied
with each other in torturing their unhappy victims,
and aggravatmg the evils naturally attendant on
‘ such a deplorable state of things. - s
Asa variety of ‘other incidents Telative to the
_conduct of the police judges, and their successors,
remain to be communicated before the result of
their labours is.noticed, it becomes necessary, to
continue this painful subject in a future letter."
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Praati

‘Royal ordets in favour of the Patriots.— Tergi\}ersatidn of ‘the Judges.— Their
admissions.—Fresh Arrests.  First Report of the Commission.— Proféssions of
Zeal and Smoenty ~Consulta and Quademos ——-Some account of these Do~
cuments.—Reflections suggested by them.— Charges contained in the Qua-

. demos.-—'—Appeal to Foreign Powers.—Hall of Alcaldes.—Conduct” of Arias
Prada.—Second Commission named.—Its Character and Proceedings.—Dis-
grace of Macanaz, San Carlos, and Escoiquiz — Appointment of Cevallos ;

- his Memorial to the King. ~—Persecuation ‘continued.—A third Commission ap-
+pointed.—New Charges. —Anecdote of Don Antonio de Segoyia ~—Condem-
nation of the Patnot.s.—-—Apathy of the Foreign Ministers at Mddl‘ld

| ‘Madrid, July, 1820.
WaETHER it arose from a wish on the part of ‘
those who surrounded the King, to conceal their
-real designs'against the patriots, by assuming an
appearance of moderation ; or, as Villanueva and
others of the liberal party have suggested, Ferdi-
‘nand himself began to see through the iniquitous
views of his advisers ; he caused a letter to be ad-
dressed to the Judges on the 28th of May, desmng ‘
to be informed, if, conformably to the laws, of
which he had enjoined such a strict ‘observance,
they were prepar ed to liberate the state prisoners;
adding that the approachmg festlval of St. Ferdi-
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nand# afforded a: plausible pretence  for their dis-
charge. - As a farther proof of the King’s sincerity
upon this occasion, the letter directed that, in ¢ase .
the judges could: not recommend the immediate .
enlargement of ‘all the acciised, a' list  should be
sent to him, of those to whom, from ‘the lightness
of their offences, that favour mlght be extended 3
as, his Majesty felt extremely anxious to celebrate
the anmversary of his tutelar samt by thls partlcu-
lar act of grace." - HOLIOIIDay
- In reply to the above royal order, s0 credltable
to- the personal . sentiments of Ferdinand; Villela

quality - of' their crimes, ‘nor ‘actual state.of the
“summaries and Just1ﬁcat1ons, permltted theé releass ,
of ‘persons ‘charged with  'such Welghty oﬁ'ences,v
_without depatting from that justice: ‘which'his‘Max
jesty had so strenuously recommended”’ Amongst
the numerous other" sophistries’ of thls eplstle, ‘it
confessed, that, although the trials Were in prowress,
yet, ovvmg to’'the comphcated nature of the cases,
the commission’ was' still unable to° form a’correct
~opinion on them one of' the alledged causes ‘of dex
lay stated,  that the’ pr1soners ‘had been some days ‘
in: custody before the Judges knew ‘what Were the '
spec1ﬁc crlmes whlch led to thelr ar1est AT

. * ThlS occurs on the 30th of May, and has been generally
marked by some act of beneficence, emanatmg du'ectly from the
Sovereign, F.r

and: his associates" obselved that,’ -“nelther the
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" indeed evident, from the vague and contradictory
. tenor of the whole composition, that both.Villela -

and his coadjutors ‘were quite unprepared for this
pressing appeal in favour of the patriots, and there- -
fore only sought how they could best frustrate the.
wishes of the monarch, by endeavouring ‘to gwe a.

‘semblance of equity to their proceedings. -

- It has been justly remarked, that these men had
now, an excellent plea for putting an end to the
proscription, by at once acknowledgmg"the illega-
lity of fhe arrests, and innocence of the prisoners.
Such an act of' candour, would, however, have
been no less contrary to their own vindictive cha-

_ racters, than inconsistent with the policy of their
~ rulers, who had determined to govern by violence

and . injustice. , Accordmgly, the letter of the
judges concludes by observing that, the most they.

. lcould do towards fulfilling the benignant inten- .
tions of his ‘Majesty, was to change the place: of .

confinement, by transferring. some of the accused
from the public prisons to their houses, where. they
would continue in -equal security till called ‘upon
for trial. It next remained for the commission to
travnsmlta list of those whom it considered as wor-
thy of the proposed indulgeﬁce when this reached

the palace, and was laid before Ferdinand; it con-
tained the names of five obscure individuals, of |
which, two happened to be comedlans, Whose im-

mediate services were required at one of the prm- ’

‘cipal theatres'
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-In consequence of - the fore%feihg'repres'en‘fation,‘
‘which left no alternative to the credulous Prince,
it was natural for him to ‘acquiescé in the decision
of his Judoes, supported- as their: statement. must
have been, by those around him;: Macanaz, there- -

fore, lost no time in signifying ‘his Majesty’s plea-
sure, that the prisoners should be retained till
further information should afford a  better- opportu-
- nity of exercising the royal clemency Although
‘prevailed upon to : relinquish the intended :act of
grace, the King’s impatience to see the trials ended
does not seem to have abated ; ‘for a second letter:
was. forwarded to Villela only three days after, ex-
pressing the utmost anxiety on the part of Ferdi-
nand to have'them brought to.-a; conclusmn, and:
’du‘ectmg -that no ' efforts’ should be ! 'spared to
abridge delay, consistently with the practlce of the
courts and forms of justice: - It appeared from:
their answer . to this - communication - that . the
judges had nothmg so much at heatt as- tranquil-
izing the mind of his. Majesty on the delicate
points submitted to their investigation, after allu-.
ding to the circumstance of their not having re-
. ceived any orders to commence proceedmgs before
the 20th May, the arbitrary nature of the prosecu-
tion was made still more apparent by their stating
- that, as the royal order which directed the trial of
the prisoners to proceed merely on the facts to be
drawn from their papers, had not led to the disco-
very of any documents upon wh1ch a process could
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be: instituted accordlng to law, they were ‘since
that day incessantly occupied in the examination
of witnesses and applying to various deputies for
statements relative to the' want. of freedom expe-

 rienced during ‘the debates of Cortes ; also con-

cerning the tumults in the gallerles, and other
matters of importance to the King’s service. . As
if this flagrant departure from - their 1nstruct10ns

‘was perfectly regular, and they con51dered them:
selves. fully authorised to seek other means of cri- -

mmatmg the patriots, than those spec1ﬁed in the

~  royal ‘order, the judges ploceeded to state that, as -

the informés related to the- acts: and debates' of
Cortes generally, they ' required to: be examined
with. more’ leisure.’ Referring to" the  witnesses
whose verbal (testimonies had been ‘teceived and g

. depositions taken, it was ingeniously admitted, that -

the vague or general “assertions of the witnesses
rendered it 1mp0851b1e torely onall their allegatlons b
«“'We cannot,” say - they, in- “closing their second.
letter to Macanaz, forget ‘that love of" Justlce,
and the laws manifested by the King in all his
sovereign decrees ;-and this rectltude on the part
of his Majesty pledges our dehcacy the more not

to swerve from the usual forms and order of | passmg'\ ]
. Judgment ‘as well as to respect in their utmost

extent ' the r1ghts "of the accused, although. his -
Majesty is aware of the delay and torpor which

attend cases of this kind when conducted upon o8

such austere pr1nc1ples e
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- So. far -from the: dispos‘ition' of" Ferdinand" as
shewn by.: this correspondence, producing the

smallest effect in favour of the' prisoners, it seems
rather to have impelled the' factioft to:new acts of

violence: A list of those. deputies'who were pre-

senf at the installation of the first Cortes, in ‘1810 "
together. with ‘a copy ‘of the  oath prescrlbed on’

that, occasion, havmg been transmitted to Villela',

on the 9th J une, soon became: the ground-work of*
fresh charges$ against the'deputies. ' One of ".the'sé
set ‘forth’ that they" had exceeded thelr powers
-in voting, for the constitution ! - Havmg‘ devoted az

few-daysto the: ‘consideration: of his’ newly ac-

quired: matenals, and examined’ several additional’

Wltnesses, ‘suborned by <the. agents employed for:

that purpose; *Vlllela 1ssued his’ Warrant of arrest’

against forty-ﬁve ‘more 1nd1v1d11als, Whose dme
prisonment was followed: by  the' seizure of: then" '\

' papers and ‘sequestration of all their- property

- Here it should be.observed; that a royal order of '

the 5th. June, d1rect1ng that' the " causes were 0’

be forthwith transferred: to ‘the Hall of Alcaldes, ¥

or’chief crlmmal court of Madr 1d there to be sub.

: stant1ated dnd sentence passed according to laW,“'
was not answered before ‘the 80th." This' réply
‘ like thoge already noticed, was also a tissue of false-"
hood and SOphlStI‘y, in- wh1ch the judges gravelyi’-

- asserted, that a fear of exceedlng their instruc:’

tions, and" anxiety strictly to’ adhere to the Iaws,
had, notmthstandmg their- extreme eagerness' on-
the- subJect aléne prevented them from proceedmg

\

3




80 . DISSATISFACTION OF THE KING.

with greater celerify 'To prove their zeal, a list
of ' the pending trials, together with some account
of the progress made in each, accompanied the
letter, which concluded by assuring Macanaz, to
whom -it -was addressed that they were occup1ed
night and day with this important investigation. -
“ We have the satisfaction to assure your excel-
lency,” add the judges,  that when the. papers
sent herewith are examined, his Majesty will per-
ceive ‘the extent of oursolicitude and vigilance.””.

Neither thes_e*valuable‘qualities, for which Villela:

had the ,modesty ‘to- giv’e himself  credit, nor his:
fulsome - adulations and  promises, seem,  how-.

_ever,. to have satisfied Ferdinand, ~whose final

attempt to produce some impression on the judges,.

‘ was made on the 1st July. "It came from Macanaz,.

through the Duke del Infantado, president of the
council of Castile, and’ contained a peremptory:
order of. the King,  that the trials should be- con-f

‘cluded and sentence pronounced on all those ac- -

cused of conspiring against his authorlty, within;
the precise period of four days.” '
. All that T have hitherto said in illustration of the‘.

’decelt and hypocrlsy of these judges, is perfectlyt .

insignificant when compared to the arguments and.
assertions brought forward in -their answer to the
above. royal order.: . As, however, you must have,
ere this, been enabled to form a tolerableestimate.

| of their character,. it Would be superﬁuous to

trouble you with a minute analysis of their remain--
ing labours. After alluding to the thankless office

/
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they had undertaken, and the numerous vexations -
it occasioned them, great surprise was expressed
by the judges, that his Majesty bhould be dissatis-
fied° with their exertions. It was next added, that
the -King’s orders had filled them with the most
pamful concern, in. as much as they found it to-
tally impossible to cornply with his wishes. - In_
addition to the causes of delay previously assw‘ned :

1e1at1ve to the want of documents and complication -

of the cases, they alledged the necessity of examin-

ing twenty-one volumes, containing the debatesand -

decrees of Cortes, also the various per10d1cal works"
and newspapers published durmg the war, not to
‘mention the time occupied in procuring informa-
tion from various and distant parts of  the king-
dom in which the ¢ crimes were committed.”
Haying, by infinite pains and themost absolute self- -
‘denial, succeeded in'completing the chief portlon
“of their work, they were about to lay the result
at the feet of his Majesty, together with such ob-
servations and suggestions as the: commission
. thought best calculated to accelerate the final ter-
mination of the trials: it being, however, phy-"
sically impossible to fulfil the royal order, since
there was not time enough given to read the docu-.
ments, they saw with sorrow that they no longer
enjoyed the confidence of  their sove‘reig'n‘.\ Yet,
notwithstanding the consterhation into which his
orders had thrown the judges, were it possible to
put those- orders into effect, they would make -
the attempt even at, the expense of thelr hves k
’ G &
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 convinced of its impracticability, their only con-

solation was ~derived from reflecting, that his
Majesty would name others, capable of executing
his orders with greater promptitude !

- Supposing the King to have been a mere passive
instrument in most of these transactions, and that
his want of experience. induced him to believe in’
the sincerity of the judges, he was not likely to
'r'ésist such an appeal, evidently drawn up to en-
snare a weak mind, and closing, as it did, with the
disinterested tender of their resignation. Macanaz,

' fthex efore, addressed the commission next day,

assuring the members that his Majesty was satisfied -
with their conduct, and desired they would perse-
vere, $0 as to conclude the trlals without loss of'
t1me e DA gy
Having contmued thelr exertlons, and most pro-
bab‘ly testricted their intended: comments, as if
determined to-surprise Ferdinand in his turn, the
g‘lgantlc labours of the commission really did end
on the 6th July, when its Consulta, or, in other
words, act of accusation was transmitted to the
minister of grace and justice.'. Previous to the

 final dehvery of this memorable document, ‘several

of the, prisoners expressed a wish of bemg per-

- mitted to address the King, on the illegality of the

proceedings and injustice of their detention.” To

 this application Macanaz replied, that, if the) had
any thingto say, his Majesty wished it to come

through the judges. Slender ‘as their hopes of ",
producing a favourable change from having tosub-
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mit their grievances to such hands must have been,
many availed themselves of the occasion thus

afforded; they drew. up a memorial, enumeratmg
' the sacrifices they had . made. dunng the war, to

preserve the throne, and refutmg the calumnles cirs.

culated by their enemies, and this memomal Whlch

* ended with a prayer that his- Ma_]esty would give -

directions for their immediate d1scharge, was sent

to the judges, Wlth a request that they mlght be \

laid before the Monarch the, erter had every
reason to beheve their- statements never reached
the palace be this as it may, no answer Whatever
was returned erther by the comm1ss1on or
Macanaz. =

With respect to the Consulta, it professed to

give a detarled account of all the Judges had done,

from " their arrest of the patriots up “to the day of . ’

its 'date, and was accompamed by ﬁve Quadernos,

or distinct bundles of, papers, contammg a hlstory: '

of the most remarkable occurrences which marked
the proceedings of both Cortes, together with a
list of -those deputies who were dlstlngulshed for
" their innovating opinions.* = Instead, however, of
these yoluminous documents leadmor toa dec151on,
or clearing up the question. they were mtended to
| elucrdate, a field of; endless delay was. opened

to future commissions.. If ,;ndeed ‘we ,except the

more enlarged for,mv,glven,{colthe calumnies of the

o Oplmones novadoras

GQ
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servile factlon, thosé others suggested by the ma-

levolence of the Judoes, and that umntelhmble

legal Jarcron in ‘which they were clothed Villela

- and his ass1stants left the subject in a state of

much greater 1ntr1cacy than ever. Although the
Consulta and its accompamments, any ‘more than

. a persecutmn, in the existence of Whrch under all

the’ circumstances “of -the" case, poster1ty will

- scarcely believe, are unworthy of a serious’ ex-

amination ; yet, for the interests of truth, and as

- dn “illustration of the judicial procedure practiced

in this country for centuries, it may not be alto-

; gether useless shortly to. state a few of the gross

errors and wilful falsehoods in which these judges

constantly mdulge throughout the above reports.
‘As truly _observed by Vlllanueva, ‘the _]udges

.ne1ther informed the King of what he ought to

~ have known, answered that which was demanded

of them, nor fulfilled a single royal order, although
the imputed crime of attacking Ferdinand’s sove-
reignty was clearly specified in all the letters of
Macanaz. - It was carefully avoided in the Con-
sulta_and Quadernos, for the very plam reason :

that had the proceedmgs of Cortes on thls matter

been discussed, many of those Who had 1nst1<rated

- the prosecutron of the patriots would have been

much more deeply 1mpl1cated in it than the pri-
soners.. ‘The only way, “therefore, to savé theif

 friends from being compromised, was for- the

judges to evade the tenor of the royal orders, and

comment on points to which these had not made
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the ' slightest allusion.: . By assuming this mon-
strous privilege, suborning witnesses who were
ready to say whatever the accusers chose -to’
dictate ; calhntr upon the personal enemies of the

deput1es f'or denunciations against them, apd qnly, .,

selecting those transactions of the Cortes 'which
suited their purpose, ”e\?ery facility was afforded
for criminating the prisoners; yet,, w1th such ex-
tensive means, were all' their crimes qualified
under the vague denommatlon of K 1nnovat1ng'
oPlnlons : o - ‘
I have already had occasion to notlce the ad-’
missions of Villela in his replies to Macanaz, those
contamed in the first paragraphof the Consulta
were not “less palpable, and. afford an excellent
specimen .of that compos1t10n while they furnish
a more ample_justification of the’ patriots than
their ‘warmest advocates' could produce. It is
admitted that the prisoners having been arrested
by virtue of a royal order, unsupported by any
documents to be found in the Segretarias, or other
public. offices of government ; and there being no
possibility -of instituting a trial ‘on thé papers
seized, the judges solicited further instructions;
that in reply to this application, they were desired
_to commence a prosecut1on from - the evidence
~already in.their possession ; that the injunctions
" of his Majesty,’ strictly to observe the laws, had
- Placed them in a situation of great dlfﬁculty and -
 embarrassment ; and that although' it-had been
_ Decessary to - mfrmge on them, they nevertheless :




herence to those laws.

. the judges express a wish that the prompt and

“his. Majesty’s intentions, love of justice and the -

ing - delinquency, seems to have been perfectly
- correct in the estimation of these men, who to the

" tive of such memorable triumphs and signal benefits
~within the Peninsula, and that excited the ddmi-

‘fation of what, according to the statéments of thie .

86 QUIBBLES AND EQUIVOCATIONS.

came forward as havihé' executed the sovereign.
will,  which had uniformly ergomed a close ad- .

In their usual strain of qulbbhncr equlvocanon,,

exemplary chastisement of those, said to have
meditated the overthrow and derangement of the
State, could have beenr rendered compatible with

laws. - Thus to invoke punishment without prov= -

foregoing charitable prayer, add their desire that
thépeople could have witnessed a public demons
stration of justice against those who could have .
been the authors of ‘a. project which had menaced -
the nation with such disasters and misfortune ! - -
‘Pursuing  their arduous and painful task, all
those .acts of the Cortes which had. retrenerated,
Spaln, énabling it to sustain an expensive and
harassing contest, ‘under innumerable - disadvan-
tages, were passed in review and examined by the .
commission. Measures which had been produc-

ration ‘of all Europe, were however regarded in a
very differént light by the judges. This will be -
fore ‘clearly explained by the following énuirie-

Consulta. and Quadérnos, constituted the cries
of the prisoners and that party of which they were
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-

considered as the organs. In the first, they were
charged with having declared the renunciations:
made "at Bayonne, in 1808, as null and void ;

asserting that the nation possessed an essentlal

and imprescriptible right of sovereignty ; also,

for leading the people. astray by the imaginary

advantages of liberty and equality. It is scarcely

necessary to repeat, that Ferdinand had formally

resigned all title to the crown soon after his.

arrival in France, and that the ' decree of Cortes
which annulled the stlpulatlons entered into ‘with

Napoleon, pronounced him to’be the only ‘lewit‘i- ’

mate King of Spain, -Itis also worthy of remark,
that in proclaiming the sovereignty of the people,
the Cortes merely followed an example shown by
the highest authorities in church and state, as this
important truth had been already established by
. the council ‘of Castile in its public dddresses to

the nation, and by the blshops of Oxense*- and -

Santander. . -
The Quadernos embracing a wider rangé, com-
menced with an attack on the national juntas, those

“

* Don Pedro Querdo, who was aferwards censured by the
“Cortes for his opposxtlon to the conbtltutlon, which he thought

too liberal, - The conduct -of this prelate, in appealmtr to the ’
: demency of Ferdinand in. favour of thosc oﬁlcers who were con- -

cerned in Porlier’ ‘s glorious attempt is said to have redeemed his

:pohtlcal heresmq asa constltutlonahst The Bmhop of Santander‘

was amongst the nuniber of those prelates who joined the axmles,
-and fought with them during the war against France.

e e e S 3 e
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spirited associations whlch first roused the dor-
mant, energies of the people these were repre-
sented as’ leadmcr to a real olwarchy, while the
central junta, nommated by them, was nothmg
more than a mis-shapen government. It is next
“stated, that with this,enlightened body and the
first Regency, orlclnated the accumulation of evils
in which the country had so long fluctuated.
- ‘The Cortes of 1810 were said to have been pre-
C1p1tately assembled by a faction composed of a
“small number, who caused themselves to be elected
- for . places occupied by the enemy; and that a
few, taking the majority by surprise, had adopted
“the system. of the French encyclopedists, parti-
“cularly in sahctidninzr the dancrei‘ous‘principlé of
“national sovereignty.  The unmeaning cries of -
“independence, personal liberty, mahenable rights,
“«and 'similar phrases, also' resounded through the
‘hall of Cortes, and were re-echoed by the factious
“in thé'étreets and coffee-houses of Cadiz, as well
a$ in the Journals and periodical works published
under the imposing. appellation.of lberal. The
hberty of the press'was proclaimed, and soon
~became the vehicle of revolutionary doctrines.
The prisoners and their friends were moreover
_distinguished for the boldness with which they
violated the ancient institutions of the monarchy,
jattackmg the rights and (dignity of.the King,
.and establishing what they styled “ fundamental
Jlaws,” as if there had been any scarcity of such
laws under the old government! Amongst the




other offences of th’ellpriéoners,‘ they had adopted
the constitutional code without sufficient delibera-

tion, and on various occasions usurped the powers
- of the executive. Those who had been paid for

‘creating disturbances in the galleries were allowed
to remain unpunished ; they had also authorized

the publication of newspapers, periodical and other
‘works subversive of good order, -tolerating revo-

lutionary clubs, gaining over public opinion by
bribery, and taking the monies thus appropriated

from the revenues of the Royal Family. They

‘altered the-old. mode of levymg taxes, and intro-
duced a new system of Finance.* The last of these

weighty charges I shall mention, was founded on

_the'decree of February 2nd, 1814, prescribing that
Ferdinand should not exercise the royal authorlty
 before he had accepted the constltutlon, and sworn
to maintain it inviolaté. . . ! g ity

'The conclusion  of the report coxresponds very :

'exactly with its' commencement. = In addition to
. the foregoing-catalogue of "crimes imputed to . thé
liberal party in Cortes, and upon which the judges

say they have touched very lightly, it is asserted -

that many other facts of an  equally. criminal

- nature,' may be found in the journals - published

under their immediate patronage, and in -the ‘act

of accusatlon preparing agamst those deputies who

—

* The Cort.es Tiad Wlsely substxtuted (hrect for mduect ta.x-
ation, % . =

. SUMMARY OF THE REPORT. _ 89
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frequented the house of Count NobleJas, at Cadiz, -
as well as from the inquiry still carrying on by
the Captain General of Andalusia ; but ‘upon the
result of which the commission cannot yet hazard
an opinion. At all events, say the judges, * this
imperfect statement will give a tolerable notion of -
the importance of these proceedings.” = Having
thus brought forward whatever they conceived
likely to irritate the King and subdue his senti-
ments in favour of the patriots, the commission
declines passing a final Judgment as the affair i

‘not in a state to admit of their coming to a p051-: '

tive decision. - The judges are aware that policy
requires measures of greater promptness and effi-
cacy ; but this is .one reason why they stand. in
need of  the information necessary to.decide with
certainty in such a matter.. ‘This gratuitous re-
mark concerning what policy demanded, was fol-
lowed by another, which. proves how little ‘the
judge thought the case of the Pprisaner connected ‘
either with law or justice, although ‘both were: so

: frequently invoked. ¢ What more can we add,”

says the report, ¢ than that this affair’ not only
requu'es an acquaintance with the state of public -
op1n1on in the Pemnsula, ‘but also a. knowledge of
our ’relatzons 'zvztk the. otker pomer&qf Europe 17

* A~ distmgmshed member of the. Cortes, arrésted.on. the IOth
of May. Hishouse had been much resorted to by the patriots, who
‘even- epened a subscnptlon there for supporting: the.constitution,
?nd' prosecuting those guilty of any infractions on the new code :
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The above singular avowal opené a wide field -
of conjecture as to the share fWhic'hvcer_taindiplo--
matists of foreign courts are said to have had in.
the origin and progress of this persecution. With
respect to the public opinion referred to. by the
judges, it is hardly necessary to add, they We]l '
knew it had been transferred from the people to De:
Castro, Torre Musquiz, and their assistants, Who o
never suffered a” day to pass without publicly ex-.
ulting in the prospect of speedily seeing the sword.
of justice fall -on:the necks of the traitors § ‘and
admiring the excessive clemency of Ferdinand,
for indulging . the 1n1qu1tous wretches with the
forms -of a trial, since he could, as natural lord of,
these realms,” send ;them to the scaffold without
even hearing what they had to say in/ thelr de- -
fence! .- - '

" As if the Judges felt that ‘th1s appeal to pubhc 3
opinion and foreign .powers was calculated . to’
startle. the monatch, they -attempt to render it
more. palatable - by -observing; that however mis-
placed such an indication’ appeared, it might, in
their Judgment be very: closely interwoven- with
the sibject on ‘which, they had been treating. The
commission had, therefore, ‘confined itself to &
Dlam ‘statement--of  the facts, in . order that his
Ma_]esty., by ¢omparing - thein ‘with those which
must ‘be kriown ‘to government, in and-out of the
kingdom, ‘might then -decide ‘on -what was -most
- useful and necessary foi the tranquillity ‘of the
staté under ex1stmg c1r¢umstances.
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 After vhavin.g set out with the solemn assurance,
that ““in pursuing the delicate ‘and thorny path
traced for them, the most. r1g1d pr1nc1p1es of

~ rectitude had been their constant gu1de, the -

judges could not do less than conclqde, by - sup-

~ plicating his Majesty benignantly to accept the
-imperfect representation of their labours, in-the

punctual fulfilment of his sovereign resolutions.” .-
- Leaving you to ponder on-the chaos of qulb-. -

‘ 'bllng and contradiction, hypocnsy and falsehood,

exhibited by these men, and ‘of which .I have
only given a very 'inadequate description, it re-:
mains for me toinform you how the Consulta and
Quadernos - were next dlsposed of. Although it

- would doubtless have. been infinitely. more con-.
- genial to the wishes of the ministers and servile
faction, had the _]udges completed their work by

passing sentence on the prisoners; a case. was at
least made out against them, which could not, in
the estimation of their enemies, fail to produce.z{n* ‘
immediate condemnation in the hall of Alcaldes. 5
Full of hope on the subject, the papers were sent’

" to that tribunal by Macanaz on the 9th, and the

patriots handed over to the care. of Arias Prada,
the governor or pres1dent who from the rigour -

- with-which he at first treated them (causing the

prlson windows' to: be :shut. in the. m1ddle of .

- summer, to prevent escape, and: prohlhtmg all

communications ‘with their friends), seemed en-
tirely devoted to the faction, and perfectly ready
to forward its views. It howevel proved. other-

b
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wise ¢ for the Quadernos had only b;eren' a few days . \-

under consideration, wheén a counter-consulta is

said to have issued from the hall of Alcaldes, ad- -

dressed to the King, showing that there was no -
ground for proceeding any farther in the trials,
and stating that ‘all the prisoners should be in-
stantly set at liberty. Though withheld from the
public, the existence of this important testimony .
in' favour of the patriots, and proof of integrity in
the judges, is notdoubted by the best informed per-
sons here, while a number of subsequent incidents
tend to confirm the fact. Most probably aware
of the “opposition ‘to be encountered in -higher
quarters, Prada drew up a second report, intended
_to strengthen. the general " decision ; but' finding
it impossible to preva11 on the 1mmed1ate advisers
of Ferdinand to ‘acquiesce in ‘his proposal, it be-
came ‘a subject of warm_ debate in the councﬂ’
of Castile, ‘where ‘some were for its. adoption,
‘while others thought it should be deferred. for the
present. - The ﬁnal determination - of ‘the “council .
is still a secret. Whatever it ‘might. have been,

the persecuting spirit of the ministers was not to .

be turned aside by the timidity of one tribunal, or
the firmness of another. Steady ‘in ‘their purpose
of revenge, and resolved that the patriots should
not escape, a‘new commlssmm for the  more
spéedy termination of these causes,” was named
on the 14th of - September. = This ‘was ‘composed
of five individuals, ' of whom, Arteage, Captain
General of ‘the province of Madrid, as President,

s
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“either totally ignorant of legal procedure or known

“one of the party, resigned, and would haye most "

sessed any sense of honour or propriety. .

: ,ﬁp .on the walls of the capital,_ in terrorem to the
friends of freedom and humanity, who had not as
.yet experienced the resentment of the faction.

the new comrmssmn, was in. the highest degre¢

jperty belonging to the aceused Whlch had not - shared ‘that f&fﬁ

94 OBJECTIONS TO THE COMMISSION.

the Count del Pinar, and Galiano, who figured in
the first, were the principal members, The in- =
.competence of such a junta, wade up of persons

for their want of principle and enmity to the pri-
soners, was so notorious that in consequence of a -
representation made by Calatrava, exposing the
manifes,t“injustice of their norh,ih,ation, _Mdsquefe,

likely been followed by the- rest, if they had ‘pos-

- The numerous and unanswerable. ObJeCtIOHS
brought ‘against the commission, were no doubt
its best titles to confidence on the part of those by
whom it was, appojnfc(sd, and the result proves t_hey;
were niot ‘wrong in/ their calculations, for a more
subservient tribunal could not well have been
formed, as, though only estabhshed on the 14th,
it pronounced various sentences on the QQnd*
These being confirmed by his Majesty, or rather
his spiritual and temporal advisers, ‘were: posted

Although the mode ‘of proceeding adopted by

* Its first measure was to .order the sequestration of .all pro-

already— . ‘ p
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cruel, arb1trary and illegal, such indeed as m1ght

naturally be’ expected from men who could under- |

take a task of this nature, they could not, if ever
so well disposed, attempt to pass sentence on the
deputies so soon after the hall of Alcaldes had re-
commended their “liberation. . While, ' therefore,
Sendoquis, the fiscal appointed to assist in carrying

on the prosecution, was, together with a number of

inferior agents, occupied in amplifying the charges
and devising the best means of_ putting off the

trials to an indefinite period, the attention of the - =

judges was directed to victims of a less exalted
rank; these - were principally selected from the

meréanti]e, legal, and military professions,. dnd :

though the *punishment’ awarded,:did ' not extend

beyond the gallies, fine, ¢xile and imprisonment, .

the system pursued towards the ;suﬂ'erers, proved,
that the ‘commission would have consigned. them
to a scaffold with as little ceremony ‘as they were

sent to the noisome prisons of Africa, or stript of

their property. . Incredible -as the fact may ap-
pear, thany “of ‘the 1nd1v1duals thus condemned
were not.told what crime they had commltted nor
was it even expressed fin their- sentences! -Some
had to pay heavy costs of suit, and were admon-

ished to-amend their future conduct, takmg care -

Dot to excite the suspicions which led to their
being prosecuted, others were condemned, merely
‘because they happened to be on the list of accused,
while a third class -of delinquents, after several

months of close confinemerit, and :being put toa .
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great expense, were warned, not to give any cause
of doubting their love for the sovereign, and at-
tachment to the ancient’ institutions of the mo-
nérchy. ~ Ineffectual as any 'eﬂ'orts,/hoWever elo-
quent, to defend those who were subjected to such
a tribunal must have been, it was with extreme
difficulty that a counsel for the patriots could ob- -
tain a hearing : to complete ‘this scene, one law-
yer was severely reprimanded, and another fined
to a considerable amount, for endeavouring, with -
too much zeal, to prove the 1nnocence of their
clients! ‘ St i iy
Having, at length, found a’set of men who were

. prepared to realize the most sanguine hopes of the
~ seryile faction, there was no longer any obstacle

opposed to the persecutlon, which now became an

integral part of the system of government ; a week

seldom elasped without- new condemnations, and

fresh arrests : no sooner had one ‘party been sent

off to distant prisons, or plundered of their pro-

- perty, than their places in the dungeons of the

capital were supplied by others, destined in their.
turn to share a similar fate. - The commission was

_1nsat1able, and like the idol of Jaggernaut, every

addltlonal victim only seemed to create a’ thlrst :
for more ; ] ' &

CAsif i 1ncrease of a,ppetlte had grown |
- On what it fed ! - '

SOmewhat timid in its ‘f'irs_t assaults ; on . the
lives, - liberty, and : substance .of the people,- the




