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SOME days have noW ela.psed since the cere- -
mony, described in my last letter, during Whlch the :

Cortes have met generally twice a day, at nine
in the morning, and eight at mght ‘to judge by
‘the temperate and zealous manner in which they

‘have proceeded -every, thmg may | be expected from

 their future exertions. - /'When: it is considered that

_ the elections ‘have, with scarcely a single excep-
tion, fallen on men dlstmgulshed for. talent and -

. virtue, who have been besides proved by persecu-
tion and suﬂ'enng, there is no reason to apprehend
that thls celebrated assembly will not fully Justlf'y
the expectations of their constituents. ;
As in the British Parhament an address in reply
to the King’s speech was drawn up on the 10th,
and presented on the followmg day. This docu-
ment _contains a rapid view of the national evils ;
paysa Just tnbute to the superior blessmgs of free-

dom over slavery, and expresses a determma‘aon to

make every effort for the removal of pubhc abuses.

.Conformably to-the regulations of Cortes, esta:

blished in 1812, fourteen commlttees have been
G
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formed, under the heads of Legislation, Finance,
Responsibility, Agriculture, Public Instruction,
&c. ; these are busily occupied in preparing reports-
on the respective points submitted to their exami-
nation ; mean while, Ministers, who have the pri-
vilege of assisting in the deliberations, continue to

- give the necessary information on the forelgn and

‘domestic relations of the Pemnsula and colonies.

i Addresses of congratulation are pouring in from

every side ; the utmost unanimity prevails throucrh- -

~out Spam, and all classes of the people agree in pray-

ing for the removal of those abuses which have re-

~duced it to its present deplorable cond1t1on Leav-' '

ing the National Representatives to pursue the ar-
duous duties, and fulfil the solemn obligations jm.

- posed on them, I'shall proceed to notice some of the -

causes which have led to the late change; fully
trusting that when the time arrives for examiningthe
transactions of this eventful session, it will be found :

‘not to have dlsappomted the hopes of Europe

So connected are the events of 1814 with recent
circumstances, and such are the seeming contra-

diction exhibited by them, that to form any correct

ideas of what has occurred, it becomes absolutely
necessary 'to take a retrospective view. I shall,
therefore, begin with a few facts and observations
on the above disastrous epoch of Spanish history,
and, in attempting to describe the state of public
opinion on the return of FERDINAND VIL I am

‘more likely to elucidate the subject, than 1f I had
- commenced my inquiries at a more recent perlod~
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The favourite maxim of Bernardin de St. Pieire,
that i 1g'norance is a necessary precursor ‘to know-
ledge, and that our mental vision, if not protected

by such a shade, would be unable to bear the too

sudden transition from darkness to light, is borne

out by the experience of history; but never has
it been more strikingly exemplified than in Spain,
where the Constitution, promulgated by the Cortes
of 1812, and numerous reforms which followed

- that memorable year, seem, from subsequent events,

to have been more than a nation nurtured in su-

perstition and slavery, could either appreciate or
esteem, without being liable to rétrdgrade, on the

 first attempt that was made to renew thelr ancrentv

bondage

- That a spirit of freedom, and love of indepen- -

dence, scarcely known to any other nation, have
dlStlIlglllShed the people of Spain in all their strug-

gles against foreigh aggression,.is a fact which-

every page of their records amply proves ; they
have, however, made a most extraordinary dis-

tinction between external foes and domestic op- -

pressors, and by a singular fatality, while the for-

mer were speedily repelled, “or ‘only enabled to o

obtain dominion over the dead bodies of their op-
ponents, the latter have, for three centaries, found

~itan apparently easy task to' establish a tyranny

in the annals of mankind;

© Asif they had no danger to appr ehend except
: c2

more galhng in its effects on the multitude, and
ruinous in its operations, than' any other recorded

I o LU T e PR SGRNET )
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from the. armies. of Napol_edn,_ no sooner had, thé.
war terminated, and the excitement to resistance
ceased, than.the influence of: the aristocracy and

~ priesthood - immediately- returned. - The various

governments established, for administering pubhc
affairs in the name of Ferdmand were too much
occupied with, other concerns, to institute a system
of public educatlon, and perhaps the means. for

“doing.so, were insufficient. ~This ‘would certainly.

have afforded the only probable hope. of opposing .
a successful barrier to the insidious. doctrines, which:
led to the renewal of despotism.- &

. Those. who refer to the previous- cond1t1on of
the people. here, justly observe, that the:same

- monster which had so longsucceeded in excludmg

knowledge . from ‘ without, ! possessed 'still more

. powerful means of obstructmg, and closing the
“channels of internal communication. . This monster

was the Inquisition! Such were the effects. pro-
duced. by the Holy Office, that: the faculty of
thmkmg, #otally excluded from the peasantry and: |
artisan, was only in embryo amongst the. upper
and middling classes ; of thosé two classes which

* exercise so great an influence on the permanent

destinies of civilized somety, it is an undoubted

fact, that the latter was by far the: most enlight-

ened in Spain : it is equally notorious, that, with
very few exceptions, the highest order of nobility,
and the common people, were on a level in. pomt '
of talents and information! = . o

Thls almost umversal 1gnorance of the nation is
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" not to be wondered at, when we reflect on the to-
tal absence of ' instruction in which it was suf-
fered to remain’: " here, the dogmas of Christia-
mty, as taught by its ministers, consisted in im-

. pressing the credulous believer with a firm ‘con-
viction, that both himselfand the soil were formed
to be the exclusive patrimony of the privileged
few : unacquainted with the animating sounds of
Tiberty or patriotism ; accustomed implicitly to

‘obey the spiritual guides, or hear the formula of -
despotism, as set forth in Royal Edicts, they had -

no -conception of pohtlcal rights, or civil equa-
lity. How, therefore, was it possible for such a
_people to' comprehend the word Constitution?
How, it has been asked, could ‘those, who were
bred up to believe ‘it -the ‘existence of 'a" celes-

tial hierarchy, and in the necessity of asimilar

state of things-here below, subscribe to a convens
tion - of equahty among mankmd P Invaﬁably

T

* A writer, to whom I am indebted for much valuable infor:
mation, relates, that having once endeavoured to persuade a
dignitary of the church, of the advantages which would arise

from estabhshmg a greater degree of equality amongst the mem- *
bers of the body politic;- he teplied, ¢ s it possible, my friend,
.that "a man of your judgment can agrée with those fools, -
(alluding to the' Liberales,) who pretend to establish such a prin- -

ciple ; forgetting that the inmates of heaven itself are not equal

either as to happiness or pre-eminence; since they are dlv1ded into ~ "
saints, archangels, seraphxm, ‘and * cherubim "* This well "

mtentloned man, adda the wnter, is adorned thh ‘the puresl

S0

I
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taught to consider the name of liberty as a politi- F"

cal blasphemy, and to regard themselves as pos- .
sessing an innate right to the passive obedience-
of the multitude, it was not less difficult for the

nobility and priesthood to approve of the doctrines .

laid down in the new political code. With respect
to the people, so. deep-rooted were their habits of
submission, and so reconciled were they to servi-
tude, that many intelligent observers have in-

. formed me, they considered it a species of sacri-
~ lege, either to think, act, or speak in opposition to

the will of their masters, previous to the diffusion

.of knowledge which followed: the arrival of the -
French army in 1808. Such, then, being the
“materials, for which the Constitution of’ 1812 was

framed, who can be surprised at'the facility ex-

’penenced by those who caused its suspensmn

in 1814 "

Wlth respect to the omgm and progress of those :
op1n10ns which overspread Europe soon ‘after
the French revolution, although not so general

mn Spdin as in other countries, a deep interest was
manifested for the result of the events of 1789:
those works which had exposed the vices of the old
* despotism in France, from The Spirit of Laws, to

the writings and speeches of Mirabeau and his con--

. moral and religious virtues, and so anxious was he to remove the

delusion under which I laboured that he repeatedly urged me to .

~ ahjure my false notlons, as the only means of avoiding perdition !




.PUBLIC OPINION. - 23

' temporaries, were sought for, with avidity, by a

plore, that country became a' prey to contending
factions, the reflecting portion of the Spanish na-
tion, who had made themselves acquainted with
the previous state of things, never confounded the

the Revolution. They saw that a frightful con-

subjects, mever fails to engender the elements of

Tope, they lamented those  horrors which: sullied
| a cause that might have been, in better hands, a

mankind ; meanwhile, - passing events operated

mirable publications of Jovellanos, Cabarrus, and
La Isla, served to st1mulate the spmt of i 1nqu1ry
_ and reform. o ;

If the above has been marked, as the ﬁrst era of
a great change in the pubhc oplmon of Spam,
-another, and scarcely lessimportant one, is said to
have resulted from the impulse gwen to-it, in
1808, and the subsequent  intercourse between
‘numerous foreign corps and the inhabitants. ' The
installation of Cortes in 1810, together with the
talents displayed by many of its members, soon

large party bere ; ‘and, when, by a combination of
circumstances, which all good men must ever de- -

crimes and follies of a few, with the just causes of -
trast between the state of knowledge and the ad-.

1 ministration of public affairs, rendered the recent
| change inevitable ; and that absolute power, no less

dangerous to soverelgns, ‘than injurious to their -

i its own destruction. . Like other patriots of Eu-,

source of immediate and incalculable benefits to

as so many lessons to. the people, while the ad-

N
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diffused a light that seems to have completed a

mental revolution, which had commenced twenty
years before. .
Amongst the variety of  causes that led to a re-

‘newal of tyranny on' the return of Ferdinand, I

shall mentlon only a few of the most prominent.
Referrmg to those changes in the public mind;

-which convinced a large portion of the commu-

nity that the political existence of Spain depended
on the reform of abuses, and the establishment of
liberal institutions, it is of course natural to sup-
pose that a still greater number, embracing the
grandees, priesthood, legal harpies and their train

of attendants, not to mention the followers of the

court, all, in fact, who were personally interested
in the réstoration of  the former system of govern- -
ment, left no means untried to insure the success
of their designs. ' ‘ e 2
No sooner had the liberty of the press been pro-

claimed, than several eloquent writers, who had -
travelled, and marked the progress of knowledge
throughout the rest of Europe, almost exclu-
sively devoted their talents to enlightening the -
people, and ‘showing the advantages of civil
freedom : had ‘their efforts been seconded by a
more efficient system of legislation, it is incontes-
tible' that the enemies of the constitution would
have found’ it much more difficult to carry their
projects into effect. Other writers, however, were
soon opposed to the former, and although they -
did not, in the first instance, openly attack the
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new system, yet, by their continued insinuations
against the measures of Cortes, and the policy of
ministers ; their constant appeals to the passions of
an uneducated multitude, they, at length, suc-

ceeded in weakening that confidence which had

been so justly inspired by the regency and na-

tional congress. At a later period, and not long
previous to the King’s return, when the danger of
foreign invasion had subsided, many of those

who were dlstmgmshed by their zeal in the
cause of liberty, suddenly turned round, and,

PR

taking advantage of the excessive lenity of the

admlmstratmn,* they did not hesitate to decry the

~_veryinstitutions which they had, themselves, aided

to establish. These were represented in ‘pam:

_phlets and periodical “publications"as subversive

of religion and social order; scurrilous persona-

-~ * TThe ministry of this period has been reproached for its mis-

-placed liberality in selecting a number of pefsons to fill the -of-

fice of Alcaldes, Corregldors, and other situations of trust, whose
blgotted sentiments, and illiberal views, should have excluded

them from power, until the constitution had been more firmly esta-

blished.  When . these men had effectually coalesced with the

priesthood and grandees to restore the old tyranny, there seems

to have been no bounds to their zeal in the work of iniquity 3 no

‘method ‘was left untried to foment disorders in the provmces.

crimes were suffered to remain unpumshed and, as an instance of

their turpltude it is said, that Art, 287 of the’ constltutlonal code,

which provides for the personal liberty of the subJect, in the man-
ner of our habeas corpus, was represented as being calculated to
introduce anarchy, inasmuch as that it gave impunity to erime L
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s

- the first dawning of Spanish independence, now
became the chief -engine of political mischief.
"~ When, in addition to the foregoing ' causes, . the

“were received by the nation. . - .

. the final blow to. Spanish  freedom; and' ‘much

- the history of the above disastrous penod SO

" to co-operate in a work which entailed such rre-
parable misfortunes on their native country.

lities were continuaily directed ‘agaiﬁst' the ‘most
“eminent -patriots; . thus it was that the press,

“duced, by a long protracted war, and the influ-

‘of the military to their natural inclinations to -

‘since so effectually retrieved its character for pa-.

which had rendered such important benefits on

impoverished state to which the people were re-

ence exerted over them by their spiritual ad- '
visers, are considered, ‘there is no longer -any
reason to be surprised at the apparent -indiffer-
ence, with which the liberticide measures of 1814

The army is accused by some, of having given.

acrimonious recrimination has attended the:con-
troyersy between those who attribute the conduct

favour despotlsm, and others who maintain that
they ‘were merely the organs of public opinion. .
There is, perhaps, no single point connected with

worthy “of inquiry and exammatmn, as the cir-
cumstances by which a body of the state, that has

triotism and disinterestedness, could have beenled
Various causes are assigned for the part taken

by the military on the return of Fel dinand.  Those -
with whom I have conversed on the subject, since
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my arrival here, principally deplore that fatality
which prevented the Cortes and executive govern-
ment from sufficiently identifying the interests of
the army with the stability of the Constitution.
It is true, several wholesome regulatlons were
made to reform the abuses tolerated under the old
“ system ; amongst others, a decree was published
" in 1811; which settled that proofs of nobility were -
no longer requlred for admlssmn into the Naval
and Military Colleges: provision was also made
for the widows and orphans of those who fell in
“battle ; and a new order was instituted to reward
acts of gallantry in the field ; but whether it arose
" from the dilapidated state of the finances, or the
poverty of the nation, which: rendered it impossi:
"~ ble to carry these salutary decrees into effect, they
_do not, appear to have secured the affections of
., men, who were more anxious to prov1de for their
present wants, than be satisfied with the prospect
of future advantages. It had been an invariable
pohcy of the former Government to _encourage
that esprit de corps which has hitherto taught the
soldier to believe he has interests ’sepa‘rdte from {.
those of the citizen ;  its power, in fact, depended
in a great measure, in-fomenting jealousies, and
creating distinctions between these two orders of -
the state; and knowing the baneful influence of this
policy, men are now astonished that the legis-
lqﬁure of 1812, should have omitted any efforts to
promote a union, without which, past experience




' 28 -ERRORS. .

clearl}'? demonstrates, no government founded on

‘the"genuine principles of freedom can be of long

duration. 'Had the Cortes exerted the same zeal
in organizing a really constitutional army, and in -
securing its attachment to the new institutions, by’
a liberal distribution of the uncultivated wilds of
the Peninsula, and those immunities which should

_prove to them that they had an interest in the

soil; as this assembly did in the reform of other
departments, it is very generally believed, those
attacks which were so successfully directed agamst
the Constitution m 1814, Would have been com- .
pletely una.valhng ' ,.

The erroneous plan of defence adopted by the
Spanish generals, and continued disasters resulting

" from it, were of themselves sufficient to break the

chivalrous spirit and damp that generous ardour
which had been so often- displayed by the troops
of Spain. * When to these fertile sources of dis-

~ content, are added the want of pay and cloathing,

together with those innumerable privations they
had been exposed to for above ﬁve years, it will
be readily imagined that the army was but too
well prepared to receive the unfavourable im-
pressions made on their minds by the emissaries -

of the servile party, whose agents were to be found

wherever any troops happened to be stationed.
In order the more effectually to accomphsh the

: obJect in view, every device which malice could sug-

gest, or hatred dictate, was resorted to. Although
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the least reﬂectlon must have proved to the army

and: national militia, that their suﬂ'ermgs arose
from the impoverished state of the’ country, and
those causes inseparable from the peculiar circum-
stances of the war; yet, did those employed to
weaken their ‘confidence, attribute every 'disaster
in the field, or privation in the camp, to the miscon-
duct and 1nefﬁc1ency of the Government.. If, while

_a regiment was on its march, the municipal autho- |

rities, either through ignorance, or a design. to

* co-operate with the servile faction, made any diffi-
“culties in providing quarters, or other comforts,
it -was immediately pointed out as the result of =
‘those disorders incident to the constitution. . : 4
The most lavish praises were, at the same tlme,.'

bestowed on the olden time, when no such evils
visited - the Peninsula ;. in . proportion,  as present
distresses were’ exaggerated, so were former days
eu]oglzed while those who had destroyed ‘the.

morals of the people, and degraded the monarchy, -
were held up as patterns of political perfectiont -
_With enemies such as the friends of liberty had .
now to contend, nothing but a system of firmness 5
and coercion, very different from that adopted by
the too credulous government, could afford the |
~smallest’ chance of counteracting their insidious

machinations. The most trifling incidents were
taken instant advantage of to depremate the cha-

" racter and dlstort the views of the Cortes. Hav-
- ing succeeded in w1thdrawmg the affections of the

CREDULITY. wine ¥ 29‘
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soldiery from the executive, there still remained a
strong feeling of attachment towards the National:
Congress, which it became necessary to obliterate;
before the enemies of freedom could persuade the
people to acquiesce in their meditated projects:
Something ' was ‘still’ required to remove those
sentiments. of veneration and respect with which
the fathers of their country, as they were empha-
tically called, had inspired the great mass of the
. nation. This™ desideratum of perfidy, was un-
- happily found, in an event which, under different
! , circumstances, would have been Justly regardedv
' as unworthy of notice. % L e N .,

A discussion having arisen in Cortes, durmo'
the session " of 1813, relative to- ‘those “civil r1ghts
: and pr1v1le0‘es which tought to ‘beaccorded to the
: > army, one of the Deputles, a man of talent and
| celebrity, influenced either by his prejudices, or
~anxious to furnish additional means of destruc-
tion to the serv1le factlon, launched forth into the
~ bitterest invectives agalnst the military profession
" in general and as a climax to his imprudent
speech he is said to have terminated it by styling
.~ those who composed the regular army, przmleged '

* mercenarzes and hired assassins.”* :

i

. ThlS sweepmg condemnation orlgmated in some of those
excesseq, which were, it is feared, too Justly laid to the charge of .
the native as well as forelgn armies, that served in the Pemnsula. .
dunng the war of independence. - '
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‘ Althoogh this absurd anathema was neutralized

by its very extravagance, while every act of the =

Cortes flatly contradicted imputations that were
never more palpably misapplied than to those brave
men, who had displayed so much Gallantry, and
made such sacrifices in" defence of their country,’
yet was it sufficient to produce an almost 1mmed1a,te

effect on the opinion of the army. The expres--

sions of the Deputy spread with rapidity through
all the regiments, and to complete the mischief,
they were represented as conveying the sense of
the assembly at large. It was in vain that num-
bers:of . the ‘military, including officers of the
* highest rank, laboured to prove, in opposition
to those employed to circulate the poison, that
the ‘Cortes had given' numerous proofs of a de-
sire to - better. the condition of the army, and
place its members on an equality with the citi-
zens. “All their efforts seemed ineffectual, and to
such a degree of exasperation had the minds of
the soldiery been worked up, that the only reason
given by the oflicers and men who formed the
corps under Elio, why they considered the con-
‘stitution as having been. justly abolished, and the
liberal members of the Cortes imprisoned, was by
repeating the offensive expressions I have quoted,
as being the opinion entertamed by the Whole
Congress'

Having thus endeavoured to g1ve you some
notion of that change in public opinion, which led
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to the revival of despotism, other facts, tending
to throw additional light ,dr_; that chaos of disorder -
“and crime which preceded the catastrophe of 1814,

- remain to be noticed ; but “as these belong more.
immediately to the personal history of Ferdinand,
it will perhaps be better to connect them with the
following account of his return.to power. -

A
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A pre s B R Madnd July_-,lsﬂ..,;

THOSB memorable events whlch awakened

Spam from its’ lethargy of three centuries, threat-

ening, -at no ‘distant .day; to erase:.this country U,
from..the. list of ; c1V1hzed natlons, arey . doubt- '
less, . freshwin your ‘récollection. . You.. cannot;:

~however, " form a| cortéct notion of ‘the: perﬁdy
and 1ngrat1tude experienced: by the! ReO‘ency and
Cortes 0f 1812, w1thout taking a retrospectwe view
of all that occur red i in the: Penmsuia, from the abd1-
catlon of Ferdinand: and his father . Charles TV
pronounced at Bayonne, on. the 6th - May, 1808
till the triumphant estabhshment of the Cortes at
Madrid, in January, 1814 Notw1thstand1ng the
calumnies to which. they have been exposed, theu‘
public acts, no less than the persevering - as51du1ty
‘with which they conducted the affairs of Spaln, in
times of unexampled difficulty and danger; labour-
ing to introduce reforms -analogous to the new
code which their wisdom had framed w1ll always
furmsh an unanswerable reply to. the assertions
of theu enemies ; and, \many as are the. brilliant
eras of Spanish history, poster ity will surely regard .




|
[l

34 © 1 LEGITIMACY.  « }

' that in which so mirch heroism and conStancy“'Weré .

displayed, as most worthy of its applause and
imitation, :

Although the c1rcumstances Whrch induced the
reigning family to forfeit every claim to the’ crown,’
were overlooked by the partizans of tyranny, they -
have not hes1tated to assert that there had been

no Iegztzmate government in Spain, except those

appointed by Charles IV. and his son; yet, is it
Worthy of attention, to compare’ the: conduct of
both partles ‘the Sovereign: and Heir Apparent

‘tamely resigning their nghts to- the Throne, while

the Provisional government and Cortés, were mak- -

~ing the most strenuous efforts for its preservation: -
in their family! The latter assembly, is also repre-
‘sented as having 'been illegally ' constituted : this

charge, like every other made against them, has
been’ ably refuted by so many writers, that I shall’
merely adduce the wisdom and moderation* with
which they exercised their legislative functions, as

- affording the best possible title tolegitimacy. Had |

they retained the Inquisition suffered the Church

~ property to remain in the hands of an indolent and

overgrown “hierarchy, or taken .no. steps to’ res
move those monstrous abuses which had sprung up
with, ‘and been tolerated by the old Government,

" then indeed, might there have been some ground )

for the obloquy with which that celebrated body of .- '
patnots has been assailed. Having, by the most
unwearied exertions, and the co-operation of their

‘allies, ’reconquered the Peninsula, ‘and laid the g
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f'oundatron of that reform, whlch was : effected to

a considerable extent, both the Government and

people of Spain looked forward to the arrival of the °

King, ‘with the exultation of men ‘who felt they -

* had perf'ormed asacred duty : proud of the victory

they had achieved,: ‘his return was hailed,’ as’the

termination of all their sufferings, and: since; the
best blood of Spain had been shed, ‘to secure-his

crown, they had certainly a right to calculate onhis

gratitude, and even to consrder 11: as the best gua-
- rantee of ‘their future felicity, 17 s fo LiR

- How thesé just expectatrons of a generous peo- N
. ple were ; requited, is-but: too . well known to Eu-
ropes as, however, many of ‘the- facts connected’ :

with : the Restoratron ‘of Ferdinand ‘may : have

'

escaped your memory, I shall shortly recapitulate
the resalt of my own inquiries, on’ an epoch,’ by

~ which the historians of other: times  will naturally, 2"

cstlmate the character of this deluded’ monarch
When, during the disastrous campalo‘n ‘of 1814,

Napoleon had determined to ‘negociate ‘with Fer--
‘ dmand VII *-a treaty was’ concluded at Valenqay,

T have ‘been conﬁdently mformed that there was! at. tbrs

» penod .a party in the Cortes, who -wished to transfer the crown
. of Sp'un to the head of Lord W'ellmvtom and tllat hlS fears lest,

such an event should take place, ‘greatly influenced the ‘condict

of the French Emperor.- It was also said, that had-it not been for
his anxiety to conciliate the people of Spain, . Napoleon would in

conformity to.the. last arrangements ‘at Bayonne, have restored -

Charles IV, instead of his son. Pt
- Referring to the first pomt it would have been & novel m-

cident i in the hrstory of our tlme, to see a French and an Englrsh '

D 2
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con; the 11th . December, by. which he. recogmsed
ithe latter. as legltlmate Sovereign of Spain; stipu-
- lating amongst other provisions, that those who had
" followed the, fortunes of Joseph Bonaparte, or had
held places. of trust under him, should be rein-
stated in their d1gn1t1es, and have thelr conﬁscated
property restored. DI A
. As it was, contrary to the umform pohcy of the |
,I_{_egency, and . in ' direct opposition to ‘the decree
.of- Cortes, promulgated on the Ist January, 1811,
declaring that they would not acknowledge any
stipulations entered into,. ‘between the . Royal Fa-
- mily and Napoleon, while: ‘the former continued
_in France, a copy of the above decree was imme-
diately" sent to Ferdinand in.reply. to his letter, ,
~announcing what had taken place;iand the treaty o
was returned, without being ratified. -

" While the Duke de.San Carlos was  on h1s vray et

' to Madrid with the first despatches of T Ferdinand,
the. klng received a note from: the ' Count: de la -
Forest; ‘the French d1plomat1c ragent at Valengay,

proposing a. suspension of hostilities.on the part-of -
~ Napoleon : anxious to return, on any terms, Gene-

- ral Palafox, the celebrated hero of . Zaragoza,
was sent on, charged wrth another commumcatmn,

enclosmg the note, to the Regency, and urgmg il |

: General w1eld1ng sceptres at the two extremmes of Europe but .
perhaps, such & coincidence would have been highly favourable to ‘
its interests, partlcularly if Lord Welhngton had used his power
in Spain, as Bemadotte has that Wrth which he 1s lntrusted. in -
Sweden. '
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’therr 1mmed1ate attentlon "to 1ts contents To\
this; the Cardlna] deé Bourbon, as Presideént, return- ‘
ed an‘answer, breathmg sentiments of ‘the utmost

- loyalty; congratulatmg Ferdmand on: the prospect
of his speedy return, ‘and expressmg the _]oy w1th
which he would be received by the nation. *  Tii
the midst of those: transports > sa1d the Pres1dent
“to. Whlch the’ proxnmty of ‘such”a blessmg gives
rise; the Regency already thmk they hear ‘the
voice of' your: ‘Majesty, that. 'you " have ‘arrived
amongst your faithful subJects, ‘and ‘that ‘we have
placed in’ "your 'hands'that " power; of which we -
have been: only the depos1tar1es, and whose weight

s oppresswe to all, except the' Monarch himself;
Who, though in ex11e, has re-established the Cortes, ;

~ given” 11berty to an enslaved ‘people,and pre:

c1p1tated from ‘the ' throne of Spain; ‘the ferocrous‘

- monster 'of despotlsm “The hlghest praise’is due
to your MaJesty, ‘for this noblé action, and'Europe

\already pays you the t11bute ‘of appIause which
has ‘been 5o Well merited.”” ~ Such* was " the lan-
guage of men who  have been ‘so frequently acs
cused of a de51re to protract the’ ng s return
for the purpose of keep1n0‘ the rerns of' go-

The letter ended by 1nform1ng Ferdmand that" \
a: Plenlpotentlary had * been named’ by the Re-
' gency, ‘to appear ‘at -any!, Congress which" mlght
be’ appomted to” concliude a 'general : peace, fand
that ‘the treaty ought to be ratified, niot by them, |
but by the ‘King himself, erther at+ Madrld ‘or
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wherever he-should be cesta'blished when constitnf
tionally invested with the functions of royalty. -,

" ..The above commiunication was: dated. on - the

- 29th January, and on the followmcr day the Cortes, '
informed by the Regency of its, proceedmgs, ‘di-
rected that the  Council of' State should suggest

~ what line, of policy ought to -be. adopted towards
the: ng, in -the event of . his return to Spain, be-
fore the conclusion of a general peace. ; This mat-

_* ter. was accordlngly discussed, and on the.2nd

’February, the Co uncﬂ declared that Ferdinand VII.

- .should “not be allowed to * exercise- the :  royal

- authonty, until he had sworn to-, mamtam the '

" Constitution of-1812: O

| . The Cortes havmg taken the foregomg oplmon |

- into consideration, a decree, composed of fourteen -
articles; ‘was 1mmed1ate1y drawn up ;- this’ enacted ;

~ that the K1ng was not to be considered: at liberty,
and that, consequently, no oath-of alleglance could "
be' administered in  His: MaJesty $ ‘name, till_he

- had, himself, - sworn to' observe the new pohtlcal

. ‘:code, as prescnbed in Art. 178; that the Gene-,

rals: commandm(r on. the frontiers, should . be

charged to send couriers extraordlnary to Ma=

i 0 drid, adv1s1ng the Regency of his approach, in order -

- that . the necessary arrangements might be made -
for his reception ;- that the ' President should ‘80,

: 'forward to meet His Majesty, and glve an account ‘
of all that had been done during his absence; thatir
“no armed force was to enter Spain with the King ; -

- that the Captain General of the province should- ,




'PUBLIC 'ADDRESS. . 89

appoint an-escort suited to the: royal-dignity'; that
none'of those who had espoused the. cause of King
J oseph should be-allowéd to pass the frontiers with
“His' MaJesty, ‘that. the: Regency:should - indicate
the route, by which he ‘was to. reach Madnd and
- that'he was to’' be accompamed by the- Pres1dent, N
who was: to: present a copy. of the Constitution to
the King,:in order .that he might - be prepared to
swear with ‘an’ entire knowledge: of its contents ;
- that on:reaching the capital, Ferdinand should
proceed directly to fche ‘hall: of Cortes, to take
the oath, with all the: solemnities;required by the
~established regulations; ‘that after having: sworn;-
he should g go:to the Royal: Palace, accompanied
by thirty members,; and that-the Regency should
be ‘there, in- readmess to transfer’ the. executive .
authétity:: ‘to? the + hands - of - the Constitutional -
Monarch: » Finally} that a proclamation’ shiould. in-
form; the people of ‘all theoccurrences. ai"tt’ehdin‘g‘*
this 1mportant -consummation of their; wishes.:1/i

In a public' address to the ‘nation; ‘which pre-
ceded the King’s arrival, the Regency entered into. -
a full explanation of the motives: which:led to the -
rejection of the treaty of: Valencay;: exposing:its
incompatablllty with the honour and'interests:of
Spaiti, * and accounting for.the exclusion:of those -
whohad followed the fortunes of Joseph Boriaparte.*

Whlle the correspondence between Ferdmand,

. ,-.5 R

-~ * I'shall have' another opportumty of alludmg {0 this famous
party, so well knoWn by the tame of Afrancesados., - ;.. .

;,u .
v
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P and the Regency was carried on, Napoleon, rely-
" 1ng ‘on the good.- faith of the former, decided’ that
~ he should return to his dom1n1ons, without™ any
. farther ‘guarantee, than his own: ‘promise to fulﬁl

the conditions of the treaty. Saithend il sl
! Leaving Valengay, accompanled by hlS brothers, ,
- a confessor, and some other attendants, the: com- -
panions of his’ retreat; Ferdinand reached the
-Catanian frontier, on the-24th of March, 1814,
_in consequence of the treaty already mentioned, -
and which, according to a passage in one of his
letters to the Regency, * contained no condition
“that did not accord with .the honour, glory and
interests of the SpaniSh nation ; for, it ‘could not
have'obtained a more advantageous peace, after a
, successmn of victora el HE B P e
Nothmg could ‘exceed the amlable and pate1 naI |
tone ‘of Ferdinand, during his' journey ;- to . the
Spaniards,” who had accompamed King' Joseph- to
France, he gave the consolatory assurance, that - '
they should soon return to their’ native: country ;
. and that, as the comnion father. of his: people, he
had: determmed to collect the members of every. =
party under the royal mantle, and to’ form of them
but one. famﬂy‘ Stch H "
-+ As Napoleon still occupled the throne of France,
when « Ferdinand ' entered Catalonia, 'amidst, the:
acclamations - of - the people "and. soldiery, : he
_continued -to express the same beneficent .senti-

e ‘ments with regard to his future policy, so indus-
! . triously circulated by his attendants at Tou-

v . i ‘ : N
‘ .
. -
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Jlouse; and the other towns through wh1ch he ‘had

'passed $.8 57 ool oot b
Marshal Suchet who was charged Wlth the safe '

“conduict of the King, having performéd that ‘duty

as far“as the «confines of France,” Ferdinand ‘was

received on the limits of the Spanish -territory by -
thé ‘General in ‘chiéf, Don Francisco Copons,  who
fmmedmtely communicated the decree of Cortes,
-and: the orders of the’ Regency ; with-all of which,
he declared hlmself perfectly satisfied ;- nor: did -
he exercisé a smgle act -of soverelgnty, Whlle in
the above province. : gy
“Instead; however, of proceedlncr by the dlrect '
:road to Valencia;, as prescnbed by. the, Cortes, His
Majesty carne to Zaragoza,. allegmg as the, reason
of 'this change, his anxiety.to view the ruins of”
" that\celebrated city, and thus pay a comphment to
~its brave 1nhab}tants oy ; :
- When the liberal professmns made by Ferdmand ,
whlle on his'way to ! the ‘ frontiers, - are. compared :
-.with. his subsequent: conduct it is ‘difficult, to, con-

-ceive -what his real 1ntent10ns were; on. entermor

‘Spain.... However- plaus1b1e the'; reasons - ass1gned ;
for vmtma Zaragoza. may have ; :been,. this . act
-alone, 'was -sufficient to excite’ suspicions - of his -
‘sincerityy’. and ‘many days did  not . elapse, before
* ‘these were but too fatally. realized.; b Tt
" From some. incidents that. occurred both in the
~above city and on- his. reaching Valenc1a, it soon
became apparent. that the restored monarch was
~neither an admirer of those.who_framed the Con-
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stitution of Cadiz," nor inclined to favour the ‘ad-

_ herents of King Joseph. ~ This was proved by his . -
quietly suffering the: arrest of. two "highly distin-

guished individuals who had been Counsellors of

‘State to the latter, while it was ‘plainly intimated-
~ to those~in 'his confidence, that.a new charter

would be granted, but that it should be ver y d1ﬂ‘er-

ent from the one then in' force. - (1
Dlsappomted in meeting the ng, owmg ‘to h1s

change of route as settled by the Cortes; the Presi-

" dent’did not ‘see’ Ferdinand until: he thad ap- . -
| proached within a few leagues of Valencia. ' The

manner in which 'the Venerable' Prelate ‘was® re-
ceived ‘by his royal nephew, is-adduced as another

- proof of his disposition to second the views of those

perfidious advisers who were collected there,’ even

- /'before they had conquered any ‘scruples he’ mlght
- have prewously entertained. “Impressed ‘with 'a
dué sense of their: own dignity; the ' Cortes had

strictly - enjoined the President, not to conform -

“to the old feudal ceremony of kissing the King’s

hand, which had formerly been the token of vas-
salage, and he * faithfully promlsed to ‘obey the
injunction ; but on bemg admitted to an audience,
Ferdlnand insisted on his conforming to ‘the an-
cient usage, and whether influenced by his fears, or

+ thinking it of little 1mportance to resist, the Cardi-
- nal ylelded thus betraying a want of firmness and
. dignity, at a time, when both were so essential to
' the interests of the people "'This " ill-timed con-

descension did not, however, operate in f'avoul of
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the Pres1dent, ‘who: was: dlsmlssed half-way on the 2

road to: Madrid,and not-only sent: into exile; but

- deprived of . his: ecclesmstlcal emquments soon - ‘

after the King’s arrival here. s c.i frioiiimis v

. On hearing that Ferdinand’ had re-entered his
dom1n1ons, several ‘of - the foreign envoys -joined
him from Madrid,” amongst 'the ‘rest. the. British -
Ambassador went to congr atulate his Majesty, and

a secret treaty was: concluded between' the: Awo =

’ countrles. . Althotgh the articles of this conventlon
are still unknown, they <are supposed to have in-
cluded ~nothing more than ‘a personal recogmtmn
of our claims for the supplies of arms and money
granted during the war ; but in. thus entering into } -

negociations with. the; K1n0‘ before he: had: .con- P

formed to the wishes of the Cortes, the ministers
" of that 'dayi have incurred the- charge . of bemg
indiffererit to the fate of the Constitutional party.,
~-In addition to those who were attracted to Va-
lenc1a by ‘the plesence of Ferchnand it; was ‘e
marked, that ‘many hundred- individuals. of every:
rank and professmn, who had ‘been - dlstmgulshed
for their oppos1t1on to the riew institutions; ‘orwho. -
- had remained in obscurity and concealment, while
‘ the Peninsula was exposed to the ravages-of ; war, .
now flocked to the royal standard, and greatly. in-
creased  the servile party. The Kitig had. only
been a few: days there, when the news of Napo-
leon’s abdication arrived.: This event must have
had considerablé influence on his. policy, -while it
afforded. him a plaus1b1e eXCuse ; for rejecting. the

/

’

\
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treaty of Valengay. As m1ght be expected smh o
a moment was not lost by the priesthood and gran- -

dees, who had come to offer their advice; they used

-everyargument to convince Ferdinand that the coi-
stitutionalists‘and followers of King Joseph, : were
équally obnoxious to the peoplé, adding: that-the
“attachment of all ranks and conditions to his-own
 person 'was unbounded. Considering the ‘credulous
facility with which those who had accompanied the °

King into France, acceded to-all the terms succes-

sively proposed there, the way in which they suf-
. fered the inexperienced prince to be cajoled on t_his
' o'ccasion,'“ceases to be a source of astonishment.

“But another: and’ more ‘powerful . 1mpu1se ‘was

v, gwen to the. destinies of Spain, by the- arrival of

deputatmn, charged with the famous representa-

!/ 'tion of 'the sizty-nine, since kno,wnv undér the iro-
* nical appellation ‘of Persas. * This compilation” of
- calumny and ‘falsehood, contained a virulent: at-
tack-on’ all fhe measures adopted by the “Cortes -
and Regency, whether for the defence of the coun-

try, or reform of . public abuses, from " the period

_ of Ferdinand’s departﬁre, 'until his’ return, and is
! _]ustly designated as’a monument of eternal 1nfamy :

and crime, by those able erters Who have so tr1-

' umphantly refuted all its calummes
~ . It cannot be doubted,. that many causes conspir-
; ed to restore the -old despotism, butv)there could be
* little hope for Spanish freedom, whien ‘sixty-hine
deputies, who had been returned 'on the express '

condition of adhering to:the constitution, and who

\

&
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had solemnly sworn to preserve. it 1nv1olate, could :
be found so lost to all sense of honour, as to sign a
document, in which the monarch was adv1sed not :
to sanction the proceedings of, thelr own body.#, *

It was not. until Erio- commandmg the-. corps
.assemb_led., ~at .Valencra,, had ‘placed ‘tl_yle .troops
at the, entire disposal of His Majesty, that . the
project for the re-establishment. of despotism,: was |
completely developed. ;. This man, who' had but
a.short time before,sworn, fidelity. to the pol1t1ca1 y
code, and been honoured with particular, marks of.
favour’ by the.. Regency, issued. an order of the
day,-in which he congratulated the ‘army . on. the
King’s . return, talked of . the1r attachment to hrs

3

* <The comp051t10n of this scandalous paper, is attributed to Ber-
nardo Mozo y Rosales, who has since’ been raised to'the dlgmty
of a Marqlus, under the title of Mata—Flonda, and filled offices
of the highest trust, “during the’ reIgn of terror. Havmg formed
part of the ministry, whose ‘power terminated with the events of
last Match, he has since taker up his abode at Bayorine, thch
from its proxrmlty to the frontier, has become a receptacle for many
of those, who are disaffected to the new order of things. A most
able and conclusive refutation of the fa]se assertions and_ specious -
arguments of Rosales has appeared since my arrival: this eloquent
production, in addition to its having defended the Cortés, and vin-
dicated the nation, contains a great mass of valuable information,
relatlve to the ancient laws and customs of the Spamsh monarchy

*“‘The denomination of Persas, is derived from the first paragraph
which begins by alluding to a custom of the ancient Persians, by
Wwhich anarchy was tolerated for five days after the death of the "
Soverexgn in order that the excesses to which it gave rise,. should
ensure a greater degree of ﬁdehty to his successor. This simile

was absurdly applied to the state of ‘thé Penmsula: during the
absence: of Ferdinand.

\

»
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- sacred person, and concluded by adnsrng Ferdr-
nand to  govern in’ ‘the manner of his ancestors !
When every th1n0' was ripe for commencmg more
act1ve operatrons, tWo Royal decrees dated’ ﬁom :
' Valencra,on the 4th of May, at once discovered the
_views of the servile party, ‘proving that both: “the .
Liberales who had preserved ' the throne and  re-
| 'f'ouned the government as well as the followers
of ng Joseph Wthh had - hitherto divided the
nation, were now to be sacrificed to a third, t111
then regarded with thé greatest contempt, and‘
composed of peérsons, only remarkable for thelr 10‘-

" wmorance and imbecility.

i By the first of these’ decrees, Ferdrnand was
) '1nade to declare that the-convocation of Cortes at
Cadizwas illegal, and the Constitutiof promulgated ‘
by it prejudicial to the interests of Spain. He con:
- fessed that the ex1st1ng state of knowledcre did not :
admlt of a despotic government ; and promrsed to
convoke the legltlmate Cortes both of Spainand:
South America, in which a new charter f'avour-
able to. llberty should be framed that it should
also .guarantee the hberty of the press, save and
' except those precautions necessary to: prevent its
abuses that he Would govern accord1n0' to laW‘
by respectlno individual hberty, because he hated. :
despotisin. After all these princely promises, the
decree 'concludes by dissolving the Cortes, and
threatenlng W1th death all those Who should either
actor. speak in. favour of that Constltutlon Whrch
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had been sworn to by nearly the whole monarcliy; >
and’ acknowledged by all the great powers of' B
Europe, opposed to Napoleon,* 1 e it

“The second decree, related to the liberty of the
press as established by the Cortes, and directed that

until a new law was promulgated on the sub_]ect all

perlodlcal and other works should be submitted to =

a censorshrp composed of. persons who had neither
served under the provisional governments, nor fol-

lowed the fortunes of the mz‘mswe ng, as J oseph e

Bonaparte Was now styled’r RS RO

“Previous to the pubhcatron of the decrees which
‘preceded ‘a return toi- despot1sm, : the ‘Cortes
addressed two letters to the _King, expressmg the
"state of doubt and’ agltatlon, ‘in“‘which  his’ long
“delay at Valencm had thrown the nation, also pray-
ing that' no’ time should 'be lost in assuming the

reins of government “To: these, ‘evasive answers -

were gwen Ferdmand promrsed to comply W1th

" % The Cortes and Constitution of 1812, had been recognized by -
all the colonies, except, Venezuela and Buenos Ayres; a copy of
* -Ferdinand’s decree will be found in the. Appendix., | A

1‘ Thls bemg the first time the ng had been lmown to call .t
hls predecessor an mtruder, it excrted considerable surpnse on the
part of those who had observed his former conduct. ** [t was®cer-
tainly no proof of consistency in Ferdinand, thus to designaled
Prince, whose legitimacy he had himself repeated]y acknowledged in
the formal cesslons made at Bayonne varmusproclamatmns, pnvate ;
letters, the celebration of anmversanes, soliciting the first order in
the ‘monarchy from J oseph while at- Valengay, and’ :above ‘all;

by demanding one, of the Imperial I‘amlly in marriage!, . 0

‘
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thelr w1shes, but entered’ 1nto no. farther explana~
tions, Conscious. of the rectitude of their past con-
duct, and relying on the purity of their future in+
tentions, no’steps were taken by the Cortes or; Re- -
gency toavert the coming storm. . It is however an.
undoubted fact, that several of the chiefs, - who had \
~ been most popular durmg the war of 1ndependence,
offered to act against the traitors who surrounded
- the monarch at, Valenc1a, and that nothing but the

fear: of plunounv the . nat1on 1nto the: horrors cof . "

< civil war, prevented those offers from bemg ac-
_cepted. . While the praise of their contemporarles, '
__and the applause of posterlty are due to these real
fathers of their. country, ..they should ‘have Te-

flected, that those" who erect ‘an,edlﬁee, of, free-, S

| dom, do but half their office;, in not. taking the
precautions necessary for its:maintenance : and:

- "above all, in not being prepared to make every Y

* sacrifice for its preservation, = - - s, s

- The reign of terror which contmued to desolate g
Spain during the following six years, may be’ dated
from the publication of the decrees promulgated'
~on; the 4th of May 3’ as a natural consequence of
these, a part of Elio’s corps under General Egula,
were d1rected to surround the - Caprtal an order
was at the same time  forwarded to the agents of
Police at Madrid, -to arrest and imprison the Re-
gents Agar and Clscar, together ‘with ‘all - the
M1nlsters, Pres1dent and Secretarles of Cortes 5

many of its most d1st1ngu1shed members, and

those who had wrltten in favour of the Constl-
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tution. The arrest took place on the night of the

10th and 11th of May.  Two days after, the king

entered his capital, preceded by a large body of
cavalry, and attended by all the ambassadors of
foreign courts accredited to the Regency, also the
whole of those who had gone to welcome his ar-
rival at Valencia: the event was celebrated by a-
succession of splendid fétes, in which many of the
foreign envoys vied with each other in demon-
strations of respect to the restored monarch *
Having thus brought you to the re-estabhsh-
ment of despotism, it next remains for me to notice
those measures. which led to the late explosion,
and 'reduced Spain to the deplorable state in
which it was found by the constitutional govern-
ment. )

tos

* T have been told by an ;yé witness that the celebration of
Ferdinand VIL’s return by the English ambassador, lasted ten |
days, and that the expences thus incurred, could not have been
much less than £20,000. It is also a remarkable fact, that the
Spanish cavalry which escorted the king into Madrid, was com-
manded by an English General, now a governor in one of our.‘ :
West India Islands. '
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LETTERIV.

Violation of the Royal Promises.—Decrees and Circular Letters.— General
Measures after the King’s Arrival at Madrid.— Principal Actors in the Per-
secution of the Patriots,—Anecdote of a ci-devant Monk .’—Projectsv imputed
to the Liberales.—Story of a Seal and Medal.— New efforts to Criminate

_the Patriots.—Proceedings in the Provinces.— Informers.—Police Judges.
F—Legal Procedure.—Treatment of Arguelles.— Ruiz de Padron, Cessero, dc.

Madrld July, 1821

THERE can be no better criter ion for estlmatmg
the. claims’ of Ferdinand VIL to the loyalty and
confidence of a people who greeted his return with
enthusiastic demonstrations of joy, than by com-
paring the plan of government adopted immedi-
ately after his arrival here, with the ﬂattenng pro-

mises held out in his proclamation of the 4th, of

which, the most important were openly violated -

- within a few days of their being made; while, in
fact, the foreign ‘ambassadors and servile faction

were celebratmg the King’s entry in the cap1ta.l *
The very first measures of his ministers proved

 that, the above state paper was merely the prelude

¥ Lord Wellington arrived at Madrid fr.om Paris on the 24th -

May, and is said to have experienced a most ﬂa’termg reception -
from the ng, as Duke of Culdad Rodngo. :
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to a system. of tyranny and:oppression, more‘in:

tolerable, than any other hltherto exermsed in this -

devoted country.

Pursuant tothe determination prevmusly formed |

« to rescind the beneficént acts of the Regency and
Cortes, royal orders and circular letters now suc-
ceeded each other with unceasing rapidity; and, as

if it was not enough torevive the numberless abuses

accumulated in former reigns—all those who had

contributed to. their removal, or manifested the ,

smallest predilection in favour of liberal institu-
tions, were marked out as the victims of a perse-
~ cution unequalled in atrocity since the sangumary
days-of Sylla'and Marius."

So well had the project for restormg despotlsm

been combined, that while Madrid was disgraced -
by the excesses.committed under the sanction of
priests ; 1egulally orgamzed mobs, also headed by .

the clergy, were occupied in destroying the em-
blems of freedom and insulting the constitutional

authorities in several of the provinces. It should |

however be recorded, in justice to the army, that
excepting the Corps under Elio, few of the military
participated in those scenes of anarchy and crime ;
onthe contary, if sanctioned by their superiors, both

the officers and men of ‘several regiments would

have gladly fought in defence of liberties that had

been so dearly earned; nor could the-fanatics who

thus. dishonoured humanity and polluted their

sacred calling obtain any partizans at Cadiz, where

the pol1t1cal Chief, General Valdes, and munici-
E2

e
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- pality were, amongst the first who addressed
spirited remonstrances to the Regency, complain-
ing of Ferdinand’s delay at Valencia, pointing out

_its probable consequences, and urging the Cortes

to take such steps as were best calculated to
secure the constitution against the designs of its
enemies. |

- In addition tothe decrees which restored the re-

-,hglous corporations, opened the convents, re-es-

tablished the inquisition,* and ordained the resti-

- tution of church property, appropriated by Cortes -
to the expences of the war and payment of the

national debt; the liberal party, as well as those
who had espoused the interests of King Joseph
became the objects of Royal orders, which clearly
indicated that nio mercy was to be'shown towards

either, A sketch of the treatment experienced by

these .two parties, embracing as they do, all the
knowledge and virtue of Spain, will servemore than

any thing else I could adduce, to illustrate the

cruelty and injustice which signalized the trans-
actions of this melancholy period. - ‘
~Over this sangiinary persecution presided

Don Pedro Macanaz, invested with the specious

i v’I‘he ‘decree upon this measure appeared on fhe 21st July. It

‘is a curious as well as important historical document, and will
‘therefore_be found in the appendix. It was counterclgned by -

‘Macanaz, whos¢ grandfather passed a great part of his life-in the

, prisons of the holy oﬁ’ice, and died in- ex11e for his Wntmgs agamst 1

that dreadfu] tribunal.

'
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MACHINATIONS OF MINISTERS. 5§

title of Minister of grace and justice, and Eguia,

the Captain General .of Madrid, who succeeded
the patriotic Villa Campo. Amongst their nume-
rous subordinate agents, Ostolaza and -Agustin de
Castro, the former a priest, the latter a Monk of
the Escurial, were the most conspicuous. ‘'The first
is supposed to have insidiously prevailed on Fer-
dinand to adopt a line of policy foreign to- his
intentions on leaving Valencia; while the latter,
who had passed through all the gradations of poli-
tical apostacy, at one time recommending the ex-
clusion of the Bourbon dynasty, and at another

preaching sermons in favour of the constitution,
was mow. hired by the servile faction to vilify the -

patriots in general, but more particularly the Cortes
and Regency. De Castrowho had long been con-
nected  with the public press, now superintended

the editorship of a newspaper called the Sentinal of

La Mancha,* whose political agency soon became

apparent. It is worthy of remark that the warrant.

of arrest dated from Valencia, which Ferdinand.
opened against the Patriotic deputies and members
“of the late government bears the same date with the

* Another paper equally slav1sh in its doctnnes and scurrilous
in its. abuse of the patriotic party, entitled the Advocate of the
Nation and King, was also in the pay of government, and con-
ducted by the Count Torre-Musquiz, a rank setvile, and one of

the sixty-nine, a third e/ Lucindo or Fernandino, published at :

Valencia, co-operated with those of the Capltal
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54 CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE PATRIOTS.

- declaration in ‘which he solemnly guaranteed the |
~personal liberty of his subjects. No sooner was this
edict carried into effect, than alist of the proscribed
appeared in the Sentinal ; elucidated by a variety
of comments, in which they were designated as
traitors, and indirectly alluded to, as fit objects of
popular vengeance. Such was the:influence of
~ these appeals to the passions of a mob, already
instructed-how to act, that one party headed by -
the Vicar of LavTrappe, whose convent had been
recently established by a decree of Cortes, actually
assailed the prison of La Corona in which.the
deputies were confined, and but for the firmness
of the guard, would have succeeded in sacrificing
the intended victims, while many of those who had’
been senttopull down the constitutional stone,*
_and drag it through the streets, were heard . to
exclaim that the authors of the constitution, ought

* When the political code was promulgated in 1812, a decree
of the Cortes directed, that a marble slab, bearing, PhACA DE LA
CONSTITUGION, in gllt letters, should be conspicuously affixed in
/ 'the “principal - square “or market place of each town through-
out the monarchy. These were, of course, taken down and bro-
ken to pieces on the King’s return, but at present there is scarcely
a village in the Peninsula without its Lapida, which has been

every where restored and consecrated amidst the rejoicings of the =

people. Such was the veneration in which these symbols of
liberty were held by the patriots, that many contrived to preserve
fragments, which have been restored to light since March last, and
_are now sought for as valuable relics. I saw a great number on
my way to Madrid.




T R oo

i oo

o= o,

' CALUMNIES OF THE ROYALISTS. &5

to be served. like the Lapida ; others were ordered ’ b
‘to sing the following wretched couplet before the S
“prison doors :- L i ' -}

Murieron los Liberales, R L “
Murio la Constltuclon, ' ;
i
i

Porque viva el Rey Fernando, - , :
v ConlaPatrla.yRehglon' el Ry wle f - R

The calummes of De Castro and Torre—Musqmz
were supported by others, stﬂl more atrocious than Y i
the first ; in these, the prisoners Were accused ofa- {
design to abolish the monarchical system in Spaln SR
and substltute a 1epubhc, Wh11e the Constltuhon

ST

*This was only an old calumny revived ; for such were the L 4
“efforts of the servile faction to render the heads of the liberal B
party unpopular, that they had ih»_1813, e'mf)loyed‘a dependent . S
of the old dowager Duchess de Osuna, to personate a French ‘ -k
general, sent by Napoleon to treat with the liderales, for the esta- i

- blishment, of what the impostor was dirccted to style, the Tberian
Republic.  The dexterous mode of gettmg up the plot, proves
that this talent does not exclusively" belong to the statesmen of

“more northern countries. Being provided with a false ‘passport,
and other documents necessary for the berfonmance of his part,
the agent suffered himself to be arrested by the governor of Baza
in Grenada : when examined, he stated that his name was Louis
Aridinot, and that he was in communication with some of the °
most distinguished characters in Spain, all of whom had received
him very favourably ; amongst others, he had gained over Agustin o
Argiielles. Notwithstanding the plausible manner in which his
story was told, there could be no doubt of his object, butthe . - i
insinuations of ‘the servile papets were so pointed, that govern- § '
ment caused a regular prosecution to be instituted against the
impostor. The deception was made still more apparent on- the
sot-disant general’;s being\confroﬁted with M. Argiielles, whose -

-
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56 ' CREDULITY OF THE PEOPLE. "

of Cadiz was falsely represented to be a mere
copy of that framed by the National Assembly of
France, intended to anmhﬂate religion, dethrone
| the King, and enslave the people! ,
Amongst the absurd tales circulated by the ser-
vilejournals, in order to Jus‘afy the measuresof sever-
ity in agitation, one stated that eight thousand jaco-
bins had subscribed to rajse a fund for establishing
the new republic ; that arms were prepared and
every thing in readiness to put their.plan into
execution ; moreover, that the arrival of the King,
had alone prevented his throne from being occu-

mterrogatones soon led to an exposure of the real authors of
~ the plot. i ‘ :
On his being. threatened with the consequences of persevermg
in such gross falsehoods, the agent at length proposed that if his
{ life; was spared, he would disclose the truth ; to this the Regency
acceded ; upon which it appeared, that after having amply pro-
vided him with funds, the duchess sent him to a canon of the
Cathedral at Grenada, for the purpose of bemg finally mstructed
in the object of his mission! _
“With respect to' the 1mpostor himself, he is said to have ter-
mlnated his existence by .suicide. . From some additional dis-
closure made before he had recourse to this act of desperation, it
appears he was a native of France, and that his real name was
Jean Barteau, who, after having Passed some years in the French
monastery of La Trappe, and conformed to all the austerities of
that singular community, became a soldier, and served with
one of the Swiss reglments in the pay of Spam judging from a
vériety of other confessions relative to his former adventures, it
was easy to perceive he had played many parts not much more
honourable than that whlch had been $0 ably cast for him by :
the Lerviles. : : i




