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S <  . , + . : , Madrid, July 7 1820. 

SOME days have now elapsed, since the cere- , 
mony, describid iri my last lgtter, durini khicli the . + .. 

cortes have met generally twice a day,. at nine . 

,Y in- the .qorning, and eight at night ; to judge by 
' the temprate and zealous manner in which they \ 

d .  

have proceeddd, every thing may be eGected frorn - 

m their future exertions. , When. it is considered that . / 

"-. ' . .- . the elections have, with scarcely a single excep ' / 

tion, fallen on men di~ti'n~uished for . talent. , ,  and. . , 
, . 

virtue, who have been besides proved by persecu- 
tion iind suffenng, there i s  no reason to apprehend 
that this celebrated assembly ,wiU not. fully justif'y 
the expectations of their constituents. - .  

, As in the Bfitish ~arliament, an addrek in' íeply 
to-the ~ i n g ' s  speéch was drawn up on the loth, 
and presented on the followíng day. This docu- 
ment contains a rapid view of the national evils ; 
'pays a just tribite'to the superior blessings of free- . ' 

, dom over slavery, and expresses a determination to , 

makh every effort for> $he remo& of public , abuses;. s .  . l 

S Conformably 'to. thé ~egulations of  ' Cortes, esta, ' 
blished . in 18 12, f o u r M  cornrnitte&s* have beeq 

C 



COMMITTEES., 

formed, under the heads of Legidation, Hnance, 
. Responsibility, Agriculture, Public Instruction, 

&c. ; these are busily occupied in preparing re~orts  - 

on the' respective points submitted to their exami- 
nation ; mean while, Ministers, who have tlie pri- 
Xege of assisting in the deliberations, continue to 

- give the necessary information on the foreign and 
, 'domestic relations of the ~ei insula  and colonies. 

pouring in from 
prevails through- . 

of the people apee  inpraj- 
abuses which have re- 

deplo&~le cbndition. L e -  
- ing the Nationa1,Representa"nves to p&sue the-ar- 

duous duties, and fulfil the* colernn obligations im. 
posed on them, 1 shall proceed to notice some of the . 

. causes *ich have led to the late change ; fdly 
trusting that when the time arrives for examining the 
transactions of this evenffd s.ession, it w a  be founi 

L .  

- . Bot to %ave disappointed the hopes of Europe. . 

So connected are the events of 1814 with recent 
circumstances, and such are %he seeming contra- 
diction exhibited by them, that to form any correct 
iaeas of, what has occurred, it becomes absolutely 
necessary 'to take a retrospective view. 1- s h d ~  
therefore, 'begin with a few facts' and observations 
bn the a b o ~ e  disastroui epoch of spani;h kiristory, !/ 

l b  -. 
- and, i n  attempting to describe the state of gublic 

bpinion ' on the return of FERLINAND VII; 1 am 
.more likely to elucidate the subject, thin 2 I had . * 

commenced m j  inquiries at a more recent period.. 
i'i 
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NATIONAL CHARACTER. 
s .  

19 

.- T h e  favourite maxim of ~ernardin ' de St. Piei-r< /m 
that ignorance is a necessary precursor to know- . 

Íedge, and that our mental visi&, ifnpt ~rotected 
by such a shade, wobld be unable to beár : the too ' 

, .+- , 
su'dden transition from darkness to light, is borne 
out by thi! experience of histary ; but never. has 
it been more strikingly exeníplified than in Spain, 
where the ~onskitution, promulgated by the Certeg , 

of 1812, and numerous re'forms which followed. 
that memorable year, seem, from subsequent events, . 
to have been more ihan 'a nation ' nurtured in sp .  - . 

perstition and slavery, Could either appreciatk 'or' , 

6<eSteem, without being liable to retrograde, on the 
. first attempt-that was made to renew their ancient 

. - 
r - - - *  bondage. - -  --  -- .,  d. , ..-i - - *, 

That a spirit of freedom, and love uf indepen- 
- -  - - #  dmce,-scarcély known to any other nation, have 

distinpished the people of Spain in al1 their strui- 
gles against foreign aggression,. is a fact which 
every Page of their records amply -proves ; they 

' 
have, however, made a : most extraordinary .dis- 
tinction bitween externa1 foei and domestic 6p- ' 

pressors, and by a Singular fatality, whae the for- 
mer were speedily. repelled, o r  * only enabled to - 
obtain dominion over th& dead liodies of their op- 

- ponents, the latter have, for three centtkies, - foimd 
it an apparently' easy task to ..&stablish s+tyranny 
more galling in iti effécts ori the iultitude, and 

' 

minous 'in its bperations, than.any other recorded ' 

in the .annals of mankina. , S . 

' * As if thej  liad no dan$& tq apprehend, - except 
c 2  " 

. . 
. " 1 



fro- the. armies of ~ a ~ o l ~ q n ,  I$ sooneq hada tha 
kar, terminated,. and the excitemen-t to resistance 
ceased, than. the influence of- the aristocracy anda 
priesthood immediately: returned. The , various ' 

go~ernments established, for administering public, 
afairein the name of Ferdinand,, were too much. 
~ccupied with.other conce-S, to institute a system 
of public eaucation, and perhaps t h i  means por 
doingso, were insufficient. This would certainly, 

l i ~ l  have: afforded the only probable hope. of,opposing . 
lt, 1 
j t f !  (1 a su~cessful barrier to the in~dib~s~jloctrines, which: 

led to the-renewal of despotism. ' ; :r 
-- 

i,i , - '. Thosq: who refer: to the p r e v i o ~ ~  condition of ' 

!'ti 
ll the, people here, justly observe, that the - same 

monster which had so lqng succeeded in excluding- 
knowledge.. from wiihout, possessed still more - 

/ , I  I 

Ií,: ,- - i l;, , p,owerful . means- , of obstructing, and closing the 
- channels of interna1 communication. This mohster 
wasr. the. Inquisition ! Such were the effects. pro- 

- 

dubed by the H& ' Office, thát t'he faculiy of 

11 thinking, kotally excluded from $he peasantry and 
i l  artisan, was only iri ,embryo amongst the  upper 
11 , 

$ and middling, classes ; of those two classes which : . 
'!'I 
i exercise. so great a n  influence on the permanent 
i" 1 

destinies of civilized society, it is an undoubted 
I.1 
14 

fa&,. that the latter was by,far the. most enlight- 
:1 i eped. in Spain.: - ,it is equally notorious, that, wi@ 
(11 ) 

i t 
+iry few e&eptions, the highest arder óf nobility,; 

"i and-the common, people,. were on a level, in, poiiit . -. 1 of tdents and information !- I:, 
,i!l + :  I - a This almost universal ignorante, of, the .nation is 
4 

! ! 

Ij 



not to be wohderkd at, wheh we re'flect ón the to. 
tal absence' of instruction in whi~h it was , suf- 
fered to r e m h :  here, the dogmas of Christia- 
ni@ as taught by its ministers, consisted in 'im. 

. pressing- th'e creduloiis 'believer with a fim 'Con- 
viction, that both'himsdfand the soil wére f o ~ e d  , - 

to be' the, exclusive patriniony of the privile-ged 
few : unacquainted with the animating sounds of 
'liberty or patriotism ; ackustomed, implicitly to 1 

obey the spiritual guides, or hear the formula o f  - *  

desp;ti*sm, as set forth in ~ o i a l  Edicts, theyhad - 
no-conception of political rights, or civil equa- 

,.,-lity; '- How, therefore, was it ' possible 'for such a. . ' . .' 

. people "to compreherid the word' Constitution ? ' 
2 - 

How, ít has been a~k&d,~+coUla 'those, who .were 
- bred Gp ,ti believe in .$he ',existenbce Óf a celes- 1 

- - - .- tia1 hiera~chy, and in the, necessity . of a . similar . 
.state of things-here below, s~bs&ibe to a conven. - ', 

tion of equalitf &nong mhrikind ?* . . ~nvariabli . 
. - - . .  

e 
, 

j .  

. '.Ti 

* A writer, to whom '1 arn indebted, f6r much valuable infori 
inatioh, ielates, that having . once, endeavoured tb a . . 
dignitary of the church, of the advaiitages vvhich wbuld arise 
frorn establishikg & greater degree of equality aitiÓngst ihe rnem- .' 

, - 

bers of the body politic,- he' replied, '' 1s it posible, ' triy friend, 
,$at ' a man of your judgment can agree with those fuols, , 

(alluding to tlrg Liherabs:) who prettnd to establish such a prin- ' 
ciple ; forgetting that the inmates of heaven itself arenot equal 
either as to happihess or pre-eminenoe; since they are divjded into - ' . < I I 

saints, archangels, seraphim, ' and cherobim !" . Thii rvéll , ' ; 
intentioned maii, adds the Griter, is adorned hith t h i  piir&< - . \ 

1 



22 PRENCH REVOLUTION. 
l 

taught to consider the name of liberty as a politi- 
, cal .bllasphemy, and to regard themselves as pos- . . I 

sessing an innate right to the passive obediencqr 
of the multitude, it;was not Iess difficult for the 
nobility and priesthood to approve bf the doctrines 
laid down in the new political code. With respect 
to t h  people, so. deep-rooted were their habits of 
submission, and so.reconciled were they to servi- 
tude, that many inteliigent obserGrs have in- 

. , , formed me, they considered ít a s~ecies of sacri- 
lege, either to think, act, or speak in opposition to 

, the will of their , masters, previous to the diffusion 
.- . . -of knowledge which followed: the arrival of the 

"eT . 
I- French army in 1808. Such, then, being the 

materials; for which the Constitution of 1812 wa3 
framed, who :can be surprised at . the facility ex- 

- - -  ---- - perienced by those who caused its suspen'sion 
in 1814. . 

. . . With respect to the origin and progress of those 
opinions which overspread Europe soon 'after 
the French revolutian, although not , so general 

Spain as in other countries, a deep interest was 
manifested for the result of the events of 1789 : , 

. &hose works which had exPosed the vices of the old 
- l  despotisni in France, from The Spirit of Laws, to 

the writings and speieches of Mirabeau and his con-. - 

.. . moral and reiigious virtues, and so anxious was he to remove the 
delaslon under whieh 1 laboured, that he repeatediy urged me *o \ 

abjure my filse notions, as the only means of avoiding perdilion ! 

, 



f .  

PUBLIC OPINION. '23 - 

' temporaries, were sought -for, with avidiiy, by *a 
large paxty here ; aind, when, ,by a. combination of 
circumstances, which al1 good men must ever de, 
plore, that coiintry became a' prey to contending 
factions, the reflecting portion o f  the Spanish na . 

tion, who , had made themselves acquainted with .' 

the previous state bf things, never confounded the 
crimes and follies of a few, with the just causes of , 

the ~evolution. They saw that a frightful. con- 
trast between the state of knowledge and the ad- - 
ministration of public affairs, rendered the recent a 

change ineiitable ; and th$ a b s o ~ ~ t e  power,-no les? -3 -- 

/ ,  dangerous to sovereigns, thari injurious to their . , 

- .subjects, n&ver fails to engendep , the elernents 6f -, 

its own destruction. Like other patriots of Eu- 
'rope, they lamented those-~horrors which sullied 

- -  . -. a cause that might h'ave been, in better hands, a - 

source of immediate and incalculable benefits to 
mankind ; meanwhile, -- passing events' operated 
as so many lessons. to. the people, while the ad- 
mirable publications of ~ovellanos, Cabarrus, and 
La Isla, served $0 stimulate the, spirit , of inquiry 

- andreform. % . 
1f thi  above has been rnarked, a s  the first era of 

a great chang'e in the public opinion of Spain, 
'yanother, and scarcely less important one, is said 
have resulted from the impulse giyen to - it, in 
1808,. and the ' subsequent iitercouise bktween \ 

'numerous foreign corps, and the inhabitants. ' The 
installation of Cortes in 1810, togethér ~with the 
talents displayed by many of its members,- soon I 



I 
I diñused. a light that seems to have completed a 1 
1 ,  \ 

1 mental riwolution, which had comrnenced twenty . 1 
years before. 

Amongst the variety of causes that led to a re- - 

. newal of tyranny on' the return of ~erdinand, . 1 
. shall mention only a few of the- most prbminent. 

~ e f e r r i n ~ '  to those changes in the public mind, 
- which' convinced a large portion of the acommu- 
nity that the political existence of Spain depended 
on the reform of 'abuses, and the ' establishment of 
liberal institutions, it is of course natural to sup- 

, pose that a still greater 'nUinberj embracing the * A 
1 

_-_- grandees, priesthood, legal harpies and their train - , 
,_ , * of attendants, not to mention the followers of the 
' 

court, all, in fact, who were lpersonaIly interésted 
in - the restoration of the former system of govern- 

e - & * *  - - -  
hent, left no means untried to insure the success 
of their designs. - 

No sooner had the Iiberty 6f the pressbeen pro- 
claimed, than severa1 eloquent writers, who had 
travelled, and marked the progress of knowledge 
throughout the rest of Europe, alrnost exclu- 
sively devoted their talents to enlightening the 
peo$e, ánd showing the advantages of civil 
freedom : ha8 ' their efforts been seconded by a 
more efficient system of legislation, it is incontes- 
tible that the enemies of the constitution wodd 
have found' it much more difficult to carry their 
projects.int0 effeét. Other writérs, however, were 
soon opposed to the former, ind althoúgh they - 

did not, in the first instante, openly attack the 



APOSTACY. % 

new a system, yet, by jheir 'eontinued insinuations . 

against the measures óf Cortes; and the~policy of 
ministers ; their constant appeds to the passions of 
an uneducated multitude, ' they, a t  length, suco. 
ceeded i l ~  weakening that confidence which had 
been so justly inspired by the regency .and nao 1 
-tional congress. At a later period, a n d  not long 
previous to the King's return, when the danger of 
.foreign invasion had subsided, many of those 
who were distinguished by their zeal in the 
cause of liberty, suddenly turned round, and,' 
taking advantage of the excessive lenity of $he 

e adimrinistration,+ they did not hesitate to decry the 
' V&Y institutions which they had, themselves, aided ' , 

to establish. These were rqresented -in pam. 
- , phlets and periodical publications as subversive 

- - -- - of -religion and social order ; scurrilous personk- . . 
t 

S " .  

. . 
* The  ministry of this period has been reproached for its mis- 

, placed Iiberality in selecting a number of persons to fiII the sof. 
fice of Alcaldes, Corregidors, and other situations of trust, Ghose 
bi&tted sentiments, ?nd illiberal views, should have excliided 

- 

them frorn power, until the constitution had been more firmly esta- - 

blished. When these men had effectually coalesced with the 
priesthood and grandees to restore the old tyranny, there seems 
to have been no bounds t u  their zeal in the work of iniquity ; no 
method 'mas left untried to foment disorders in the provinces: 
crimes were suffered to remain knpunished, and, as an iOstance of 
their turiitude, it lis said, that Art. 287 of the coistitutional oade, . 
wliieh provides for tiie personal liberty of th6 subject, in the man- 
ner of our halea; Corpus, was rcpresented as being e a l c u l ~ t e ~  to . . 
introduce anarchy, ina,smuch ns that it gave impunity to brime !. 



TBE ARMY. 
n 

1 litiei were continually deected against the - moG 
, 
l erninent -patriots ; , Sius it was that the press, 
, f b h i c h  had rendered such iinportant benefits on 
1 B the first dawning of Spanish independence; now 
I 

' becarne the chief ;enginé of political 'mischief. , 

' When, in addition to the foregoing causes, the 
,impoverished state to which the people were r& 
duked, by a long protracted ',war, hnd the influ- 

, ence exerted over thern by their spiritual. ad- 
visers, are considered, * there is no longer any 
reasoh to be surprised at the apparent indiffer- 
ence, with which' the liberticide measures of 1814 

, *----- -were receivéd by the nation. ' . \ A $  . 
' S - .    he arrny is accused by some, of having @+en. 
the final- blow to Spanish- freedom; and -m&h 
acrimonious recrimination has attended the a con- 

-- * -  .-- , -., . trqyersy between those who attribute the condúct 
.of the mqitary to tkieir natural inclinations to 
favour despotism, and others who maintain that 
they wére mef& the organs of .public oiinion. , 
There is, perhaps, no single point connected with 
the history of the above disastrous period, so 
worthy - bf inquiry and &arnination, as the cir- 
cumstances by which' a body of the state, that ' h 4  
since so effectually retrieved its. character for pa- 
triotism and disinterestedness, could have been led 
to co-operate ,in a work which entailed such irre- 

, ,  parable misfortunes on their native count'ry. 
Var i~us  causes are aksigned f& the p&t taken 

by the military on the return of ~eidinand. Those 
with whoh I have conversed on the subject, since 



1 

FORMER POLICY. 

my arrival here, principally &lore thát f?tality 
which prevented the Cortes and exkcutive goyeni- 
ment from sufficiently identifying the interests of 
the army yith the " stability of the Constitution. 
- It is true, several wholesome regulationsl were 
made to reform the abuses tolerated under the old 
system ; amongst others, a decree was' published 

' in 1811; which settied that proofs of nobility werc 
no Ionger required;for admission into the Naval 
and Military Colleges: provision was also made 
for the widows and orphans of those who fe11 in , 

, 

battle ; and a new order was instituted to reward , . 
acts of gallantry in the field ; but whether it arose - 

'. frorn the dilapidated state of thé- finances, i r  the 
poverty of the nation, which. k d e r e d  itl impossii - 

ble to carry these salutary decrees-into effect, they ' 

. 

- -  . .- - do - not-- appear to have secured %he affections of 
. men, who were .more anxious to provide for their 
present wants, than be satisfied with tlie prospect 
of future advantages. , It had been an invariable 
policy of the forrner ~overnment to encourage - ' 

that esyírit de corps whick has hitherto taught the 
f soldier - t i  believe he has interests separate from', . 

. those of the citizen ; its power, i* fact, depended 
in a great measure, in fomenting jealousies, and - 

creating distinctions between these two orders of 
the state ; and knowing +e baneful influence of this ' 1 '- 
policy,. rnen are now astonished that the legis- 
lature- of 181.2, s h d d  have omitted efforts to 
promote a union, withoUt which, past experience . . . 



clearly demonstrates, .no government founded on- 

h e  Peninsula, and those immunities prhich shbuld 
. . prove to them that they had an interest in 'the 

soil, ,as this assémbly did in .the refbrm of other 
i departments, it is very generally believed, those 

attacks which were so successfully directed against 
the Constitution in 1814, would have been com- 

- 

- content, 'are .added the want of pay and cloathing, . 

together with those innumerable privations &ey 
had been exposed t o  for above five years, it wiU - 

be readily imagined. that the army was but - too 
well prepared to receive "the unfavourable im. 
pressions made on their, minds by the emissaries ' 
of the servile party, whose agents were to be found 
wherever any troops happened to be stationed* 

In order the more effectually to acc~m~lish ' the 



r 
a CREDULITY- ' 

, 
' a g .  

the least reflection must 'ha;ve proved to the army. ' 
and. national militia, that , . their ' sufferings arose 
from the ixnpoverished state . of the country? and 
those causes inseparable-from the peculiar ~ircum- 
stances of the wai; yet, did those employed to , 

. -, 

weaken their -confidente, attribute eveh [ disaster , 
in the field, or privation in the camp, to the miscon-, 
duCt and inefficienky of the Government. If, w q e  

. a regiment was on' its march, the municipal autho- ' 

rities, either through- ignorance, or,. a design, to 
co-operate with the servile faction, made any diffi- 

- culties in provi$ing qdarters, or other comfo;ts,. 
, it-was- immediately pointed out as the result. of - * .  
those disorders incident to the constitution;. - . - ' 

' 

-The most lavisli praisés were, at the same time,' - 

bestowed on the olden time, when no such evils. 
I 

< -  - - y  visited- the Peninsula ; in proportion, as present ,' 

distresses- were , exaggerated; so were former days ' 

, eulogized ; while those who had destroyed - the. 
morals of the people, and degraded the monarchy, 
were held up as patterna of political perfection,!: . ; 7 

. With enemies such as the friends of liberty ha& . , 

' 

now to contend',, nothing but-a system of firmness ' 

and coercion, very different from that adopteii by \ 
the too credulous governrnent, could- afford the f 
smallest - chance of counteracting their insidious 

. 
machinations. The most tíifling' incidents were , 

taken instant advantagi 6f to depreciate the cha- ,- 

ractef and &itort the vi&& of the Cortes. Hav- 
. ing succeeded in withdrawing the afféctions of the 

1 

', 



soldiery from the executive, there still remained a 
strong feeling of attachment towards the National. 
Congress, whicb it b~came necessary to obliterate, 
before.the enemies of friedom could persuade the 
'-eople to acquiesce in their meditaied projects; 
Something \vas still required to remove those 
sentiments of veneration and respect with'which 
the 'fathers' of their country, aS they were empha- 
tically called, had inspired the great mass of the 
nation. This desideratum of perfidy, was un 

- happily found, in an event which, under different 
circumstan'c&, would havi. been' justly regaided 

- .  , > 

, ?--- as unworthy of notice; - .  . 

A discussion - having arisen in ' Cortes, during 
the session ' o< 1813, relatite . to thosi civil rights 
and privileges ivhich ought to be accorded to - th6 
army, one of the Deputies; a min of talent ánd 

3 - -  

celebrity, influenced either by his prejudices, e or 
- xanxious to furnish additionál means- of destruc- 

tion to the sefí.ile faction, launkhed forth into'the 
bitterest invectives againsi the military profession. - - 

' in general, and, as a climax to his imprud&t 
spee~h, 11e is said to .have terminated it by styling 
those wh6 composed the regular army, ">riyileged ' . 

GC mercenarie's and hired assassim8"* 

. * - .  * This swq ing  condemation originated in some of those 

-excesses, whicb were, it is feared,. too justly laid to the charge of - . 
the nativo as ,+el1 as foreign armies, that served in the Pcninsula - 
during the war of independence. - ,,, > 



- CALUMNY. 31 
. .  

. . Although this absurd inathema wasineutralized . ' 
. .  

by its very ex'traVagance, while eviry act of the ' 

Cortes flatly contradicted hputatioins that wer,e 
never more palpably misapplied than to those brave 
men, who had A cliiplayed so much &llantjr; and 

- % 

made such 'sicrifices in- defence of their couritryi* 
yet was it suacient to produce an almost immedi'ate 
effect on the opinion of thé army. The expres- 
sions of the Deputy spread with rapidity through 

1 

alI the regiínents, and to complete the ínischief, . 

they were represented as conveying the sense of 
the assembly at iarge. It was, in vain that num- a 

bers- d' the - ~military, including officers" of the 
' highest . rank, laboured to prove, in opposition, . - 

'to those -employed to circulate the poison, that * e -  

the Cortes had given numerous proofs of a de- 
- -  - ---sire to --better the condition of the army, and * . 

place its members on an equality with the citi- 
. zens. .Al1 their efforts seemed ineffectual, and to 

- such a degree o€ exasperation had the minds of 
' 

the soldiery been worlc~d up, that the only reason . . 
given 'by thet o ~ c e r s  and men - who formed the ' 

corps under Elio,' why they considered the con- 
stitution as having been justly abolished, and the 
liberal members of the cortes i~nprisoned, was by 
repeating ' the offensive expressions 1 have quoted, 
as being the opinion entertained by- the whole 

- Congress! ' 1 % 

Having thus endeavoured to give you &me . 
notion of that change in public opinion, which led 

' -  - - 

2 .  

, .  



FERDINAND VII. 

. remain to be noticed ; but las these belong more - 
irnmediately ti the periond,history.,of Ferdinahd,, 
it will prhips  be better to connect them with-the - 

L 
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I .  

- *  7 ' . . *;, ., - - r ,  1 r . r 
l .  : i -  , L . . , *,. -$ Madrid, 3,u$-, l&l. ; .; 

' ,  
. .,: T ~ S E :  hernorable eve~ts .  which awakened .. 

. . 
Spain frbk lts .lethhar& bf. three ce"nt~ries,;, threats 
enirig, at no .. distant .day; : tó erase :.this< country; 

I . 
from -th& list of i ~ivilizid. : nations; ;, are;- .doubt-; 

8 

l 
i- 

less, , fresh ' in ' your recollection. ., You. ; cannot,; , - 

I Iiowever, ' form. 8 : córi.ect aotion bf the' perfidjc ,' -* 
" 2  

and in&atitudL : eSpkrieric6d by* the .Regency and , 
' 

-. . ~ o r t e s  of'l812,'without. taking a retrospectivo - * - , 
t 

of al1 that bccurred in. the:~eninsula, from t&, abdi- ' 
, 

cation of Ferdinand ; and- his: father charles. IV., 
, pronounced at  ,Bayonne, or) the 5th May, 1803,~ 

till the triumphant eitablishment *of ~ h e ~ o r t e s  'atq 
, 

~ a d r i d ;  in ~ a k ~ a r ~ ,  ,1814 : ~ o t w i t h s t a n d i n ~ ~  the ' -. i 

calumnies t o  which, they have be& exposed, their - * .  
U " - 

public acts, no less than the persevering assiduityl 
'with. which tliej conducted thb affairs of spa'in, in ,, 
times of unexampled difficulty aqd dange;~, labbur- M 

ing . to introduce. refoirni arialogo~s tq the  new 
, . 

.. cede which their ~ i s d o m ~  had framedj., : will, alwayi 
* .  

furnish an unan~werabl~.  reply 4tq 'the assertions 
. . of their eiiLrniei ; and; mañy as ase tlie - brilliant 

eras of Spanis11~ 1iistosy, posterity yill surel y regard , " 

D , \ 

, 
I 

, , 
/ 

? 

C \ 
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LEGITIMACY. .? 

in whicb so r n k h  heroirn and c ~ i t & c Y k r r 6  ;, ' 

, displayed; as most worthy of its applause and . 
1 imitation. ' . . 

' I I  
' 

. , Although tlie ~ir~imst&cek ihich induced the 
-) , 

reigning famiy to-forfeit everi clai-m t6 the 'crvwn, 
, 

we- overloohed by the partizans o£ tyranny, they . 

&ave not. hesitated to 'assért 'that there h. been 
no legitimate government . in Spain, except those 

iili 
liitr ' 

appointed by: Charles :V. and his son; yet, is it , 

lii worthy of attention, to compare -, the : conduct of . 

11 - both $rtrtiés : the Sovereign . and , ~ i i r  bpiaient: 
1 , tamely resiginng their rights to- thet~hrone, while, + , 
1) ----' the Provisional government and CortGs, keié rnak- ' 

4 > - "  

~ I I ,  
- ing thea most strenuous , efforts for ,its preservation - 

110 , '  

in their famiIy ! The latter- assembly, is' also repre- - 

!/, 
lil i  

f 
-sented as kiaving'been 3legally constituted : this 

1 - - - ; .-. - .cfiarge,Llike every other made against them, has , . 
/i . bkeh'ably refuted'bj so níany writers, * that 1 ihalla' 
/ / I  % mirely adduce the wisdom and moderations- with- 
1 1  ,) 

l 
l a 

whikh the i  exercised their legislative functioni, as 
I affordíng the beit possible title to legitimacy. Had 

, '  . . - they retained the ,Iniuisition, suffered. thb Church 
1 : -  
i /  L . '  property.-toremain in (he hands of an indolent and 
/i .overgrown liierarchy, Ór , taken .-río : skps - to'i Te-- 
11 , &e those monstious abuses which liad sprung úp - 

11: 1 .  - with,' and been tólerated by the'old Govkinment, 

f then indeed, might' there have' been some' groúnd . 

/ /  fótathe ibloquy with which that celibratid body of . . 
patriots has been assailed. Having, by the most , . 1 unwearied exertions, and the  co-operation of their , 

, 'allies, reconquered tlie Peninsula, -: ánd . laid the - ,  
* 



" NAPOLEON.. 

ICing; 'witii the ' kxultatio- of i e n  h h d  felc they - 
had perfhrrned 2 sacred dutp :, proud of th i  víbtory ' . ' 

* 'tl~tliei had- acliieved, : return ' wasJ hailed, as2 *; the 
' 

terinination of al1 their sufferinis, * aria.: since, 
best b l o d  of ~Spain hbd been shed, to secure- his 

.. . - .  
croh ,  they hadirtainly right t6 calculate'on his . 

- How these just expectati6ns of ,a generousr peu- 
ple +re xequited, v'i8i but. &o; . well bown  to "Eu- - 

_I , ? -  . - 
, ' rope: as,. howev&- .rnany ióf'the: fácts connet!ted 

- e  - .  
with:the ~kstorafiori!of ;~e~d&ahd~'may,ikiák 
escaped rnernory, I shau +shorQ recapitulate ' 

. - . .- the resislt of- my'iiwn iiquiriei, ' cin. án epoch,i :by 
, whicli the , his tdans  of other . times' will naturally, - . 
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TREATY. 1 

:the: 1 1th .December, by. w11icl1. he ; recognised 
l the latter ..as legitimate Sovereign of Spaih stipu- - 

11 \ tlating 'amongst other pr6visions, that. those who had 
/l/ 1 ; fo l lo~dthe , for tunesof~ose~hB~napar te , -orhad  1 , , 

, ' l  J 

' , &eld places;. bf trust under him, should be rein- 

111 . 
' ;stated in .th'eir dignities, and have their confiscatd ,' 

i .  
" . "  

r J property. restored. . .. , . . % . -  . . . , lill - a  > 
L r . , i  

, .. As.it was, contrary to ;thhe. nniforiii policy of . the 
.b ,$,egencs and . in : difect .oppositi6n to theldecree 

, ' Cortes, promulgated on the. 1st ~ a n u a ~ ~ ,  181 1, 
declaring that they would not  acknowledge any 
.S tipulations . Atered i&o, betweefi :+e .. Roya1 Fa- 

, & ------ rni.1~ and Napoleon, while ' the , former continued , . 
,- 

. in  France, a cppy of the .above decree ' was imme- . . 
- diately ', sent to .Ferdinand in.: reply to his letter, 

II 1 

! '1 
, announcing what had taken place, and the treaty 

! .'.. .-.- L... _. was,returned, without being r'atified. '. * : r ' 

. - 
t 

- ,  -i- ; : While the , Duke de ,San Carlot wai '. ón' his way , . - 
\ & .~adrid.with the first despatches of Ferdinand, 

>e, king received a note frorn i the,' Count Id: la 
' Forest; : tbe French diplomatic. ? agént at T a l e n 6  , 

proposing a.suspensiofi of hosti1ities:on thé Párt of . 
Napoleon : anxious to return, on any terms, Gene- ' , 

3 - ' ral $Palafox, the celebrated h'erod- of: . ,  Záragoza, 
I - wa$ 'sent oh, bhirged ivith áriothér" ~ohmiinihatioA, - 

S 

khk~óiiig <, . the ' note, to the, * ~ e ~ & k ~ ,  and urging . 
1 . . " . ,  ' \ 

8 ! . I 

Cr:kniral &ielding sce~kes at the t w i  éxtiemities Ó f ~ G o ~ e  : but, 
perhaps, sudi & coincideme would hive been bighly favourable tp . 
its.interests, particularly if Ljrd Wellington had usod his ppwe; . 
in -Spain, as Berhadottc has thalt with which 'he is in t rued in 

. * i  , Sweden. 
i , > - -  . 

. \ 



< ,  . . <  r 
th& * - i n r & e & i t & d  .ittkntion ~on~eendSr~  ~6 , - 

this, ths ~ k d i n á l  de ~ourb'orí, . . ';S ~~e i ídé r í~ ;~e tú f& t 

ed an;:answer; brkiithing +ientirrients of - the útmhst ' 
. . -  ? * d .  

loyd% cong;atulating ~drdinand 'iinathe prospect - 

of his "sljeedy retur&. "ánd expfe;sing th k j oyiú;i'th 
\ 

I 

ivhich he' wodd be ,'ieceived by the' nation. I& J 

the~midst of thósb ~ranip&ts,',.' said thk ~ res idek ,  , . " .  
< <  do-'whibh. the proxhity of s u c ~  h'. a blkssing givks . . .v  

rise; :the ' ~ e ~ e n c y  already "think' they ihéar %he . * r  

volce - .6f y o u ~ .  :Majesty,; that . you havi :arriYed "- , '  ' . 

- $ ? ' *  

ahiongst y o ~ ;  faithful %ubjects,-~and ?hit we' have 
placed 'iri . yoir han& thkt 17po+i~~;.-bf whlch we 

, " have be6ir:only the 'depositaries, and whose weight 
'is o~press?ve to all; e&ept - tF;$ Mbnarch' .hihself; - . 

wh,'though in bxile,'ha~ re-'established the cortes, - 
g-iven- : 1iberb.- to .-án . enslaved :peoPle,' .:and $re- - i 

- m- 

cipitatéa fi'om the : thfíne. ' 6f Qhin,  ' ~the~~feró~io'us - ' 

nionsk "óf rdespÓti~m. -"The' higliest pr'ai-se2'is & 
tojioú~~Majest~,,'i'or"thisnoblkacti~n;~an&'~~rb~~ ... -.. . .  

ai*eá@ pays i yÓu ' 'th tribute 'of 'app~ahi~ khichw - . #  

- ,  

as a beeh ' s o ~ e l l  íneritéd." : Such-: was * the lani . h . . , m. 

guag& of' 'mkn' kho hó; fiave' been so 'frequentIY, 'aci . 

, cubed : of 'a dési're', t.6 p&trgct thé' ~ i n ~ ' s + ' r e t ~ &  
fok: th: ' pu$bge . of . I;eepiiig the ',:reiii ' of: :g&i \ - -  

. . ,$ , t '  

vekímeht '8ómé+hát ilonger iri théir +hánds'! . -. 
~hé ' le t tkr  ,&ded, : by infotfiing : ~krdinand that,! 

, 

- $ ..pf&ip&teb&.. had be&n+; haméd' b y .  the Re? --. 

, , 

&ncY,: to; app&i ?at T.an$ i~cÓn~~~s$ which : Wsmighf - 

, ber appoiated', to' . &nbliiae t'áb!geneid ;"Beáce; ! áG$t. 
- 

that 'the treat? 'bGght, to be ~ratified, íiot by thk11-1; . 

but by the' ñing hi&elf,'"either; at i~kdr id ,  : 
; .  ' , 

r . . 
I 

'i 

1 



- 

hhereyer he-should be established when c o n s t i t ~ ~  * 

tio&lly invested with the ,fmctions3'af roYalty. i . 
' - : . ,The above comníunication mas; dated- ~n -*the 

29th January, and on the folloiving day the Ccktes, ' 

informed by, the Regency of its, jproceedingsi';di- 
rected $hat. the. Council of ~ t a t e  +shóuld suggest 

m 

, what : í i n e + ~ f ; ~ o l i c ~  :ought to be adopted towards 
the: King, in fthe event of , his return-to Spain,: be. 
fore the conclusi~n of a general peace. .: This mat- ' 

. ter - was accórdingly .discussed; and oi %he /, iid - 
'~ebruary, the ~ounc i l  declared that ~erdinand VII. 
. should":not be allowed . ; to . exercise a the i roya1 
aathority, until he 'had: swom to ,. maintain . the , 

Constitution of-1812: . : - : . - 6 :  , _  e . - I 

- 
, The' Córtes -hawig, talien the .foregÓing opinion 

, - into consideration, a decree, composed of fourteen , 
- - - - - - -artic16s, was immediately drawn up ; ,'this. enicted - 

that the King was . not to, be .considere& a t  liber&,- 
. ' - and that, cbnsequently, no ~ a t h  of allegiance coda. 

b:e : administered in His : ~ a j e s t ~ l s  - name, ti'll he- O 

I -. . 
had, himself, e sworn toc observe the new (political, 

. code, as in Art.. 173'; that the; Gene+ 
rals e Eomminding on . thel frontiers, should . be 
charged t o  :send couriers extraordinary to M? 
drid, advising the Regency of his approach, in order - 
that the necessary . arrangements might . be + made;. - 
for his reception. ;:. that the . gresident. .ihould< l g ~ :  
'forward to-me& His Majesty, ,andgive ap ickount ' 
of aU that had been done ..duringj his ábsence< $ha{: . , 

' no armed force was to enter Spain with the, King ; 

1 - Lthat %he Captain  ene eral of the province s h ~ d ~  

< * l  I 

t . 



1 appoint ait escórt suited to the yoyal: d&"ity; that 
none-of thobe ?ho hadespoused $he, :cause of King 
Joseph shóuld behllowed t8 pass the fiontiers :+th . ,, 

His .Majesty ; ; that the' : Regenqy should- indicate 
'the route, by which . he fyas + $0. *reach Madrid,, anti ,. -, ' 

e that ' he wás ' to' be'. accompanied ;by; the President, - 

w h ~  was: to. présent a copy. of the, ~onstitution . to ' ' 

the King,. in arder' ..that he might bk preparedi to 
; 

sweak ,wit-h :án' entire. lrnówledge~ 6f ith cofiteitsSSf , 
thát 6, , reacliin t e  1 Ferdinand should 
piocLed dirkctly - to !he - hall :of Cortek, ,i .to take. 
the' oath, with alI - the,. solemnities i reqúired by the . , 

ei$t;blislied ,regulations ; tliat ifter : ha* kiworM.,, / ' 

he siiould go: tó the . Royali ~Palace, accompanied , - 

by th&ty mepbers; _, ,a& . that-the ~e~enc~: shou ld  : 
be there, in - readiness tó *tran~fer'~ the executive . 

- -  "" -- 
. authdrity : :to-. ' the:!. hands .- of;i the ~Constit'ixtfonaI . 

Moriilrch.~~ : Finall$;that h p'ioclama~on' smuld. in- . - 

, . form ; th i .  peojjle 'of al1 thel occurkerices a!tendinjg ,,, .. 

this important 'ioLnsummation of theirt wishes.>,or f;,Llj: 
Ín a public. address . to the) p:nation; :which príi. , 

ceded thépKing'i arriihl, tthe Regendy entered into ' 

a fiill &xplanátion of the motives. whiclii ieil to:thé - / 

rejection of;-the : treqtji o£$ Valengay',! exposing : its 
I .  

incompatability' with the honour a*:: iriterests . f 
Spaiii,':; &nd acc3untirig f@r4 the ' exclusion:,of thsse , 
who had followed the fort;'une$ of JósephBcniapaxt6.F 

Uiliile' the correspbndence Getween i Ferdinand . ,' 
.. "Í i.1 ' . A -  ..; , -<. . -  ,,? . ..; 



j"i . . < and . . .  the :R&gericy waS carsied :on, Napoleon,; rdy- 
/lkil ing eon the good- faith of the' former, decidedl that 
1) 
i ii he should return to his 'dominions,' without* any - - 

11~l. 

¡ ,  
, : firther gparantee, than his .'own . . ' promise t0' fulfil ] S  : 

the conditions of the treaty. - . .', . t . -  , : i : S < *  i'l ' I 

Leiving Valeipay, accomianied by his bqotheri, , k ,  
!Y - a'confesi'or,: i i d  s'o& other attendants, the; cok- , 

I 

;,{' , 

panims of his ietreat;' Ferdinind reached. &e. 
$;U 

Catbian fr&tie,r, , on . - the - 94th . of ~ i r b h ,  1814, , 

.in consequence of t l e  t e a  a r e  mentioned, . . 
- 

arid which,' akc&rding i o  passage - in' 'one of his 
, __- - letteri to the Regen'cy, contained 'ñ,6 condi.ión - 

diat. didnbt iccold with . the honour, ; glory - and * 

: interests o f  the- Spanish nation'; f e  it'could not 
- have -ob$ai~ed i ~ 8 r e  id;intageous peace, after a , 1; 

jí > S  succession of victories !'" ' :., ! _  % , - : T ~  .,: t ; 11, --.. =,- - -  
e ! y  Nototliing could exceed the amiable and paternal ;$ 

tone' ~ o f  : Ferdinand, during : his ' j ourney ; - t o  the . 
'Spaniards, who had accompánied King Jose'ph. to , 
'~rance, he gb6-'the &nsolatbry assurance; that . ' 

(iJ1 

), . they shoüld , soon . return to their' native~,country ; 

b - and that, .as the common fatlier, of his: peoplb, he 
4 .  5ád determined to collect the members of every \ - 
k 
itj p%rty -under the royd rnantle, and to~fork of them 
~;l . but .one .familyi - . ~ , . , . 

I .  'I.1 - .  . - .  
i 
i i ~  
' I  - : . As Napoleón still occupied the throne ofFrance, ' 

< I h  

;E? J<I 
when (;Ferdiríand : entered .Catalonia, . , amidst , l e :  

141 : .&clamations+ <. .of: > .  the - .people , and soldiery,; ; he- ' 

I ll, - continued to express the same beneficent .sentid 
Ylij ; 
J ' m e h  with regard to his future policy, so indui I! ' (  j .  triously circulated ' -by ' -  his ittendantd TouF , 

l ili 



< I  G,, 

a lome: $and tlie qther . t0wi-K through ; iyhich. lie ' had 
C . - ! ?  @isse‘d. ; . ..< , .. S . < : ! . -  ,;,, - ( z t : ; !  , - S - E  ;,, . :,. v !! 

6 .-S . 
- . ' ~ a r s h a l  Suchet,' who was iharged with th i  iafe 

. 
&ndiict 'óf the King, háving pkrfofniéd 'that 'duty , . : 

" % 

. as .fár ' a i  the confines *f ~rance ,  o Fkrdinand, wi's .. . 
recei+ed & the limits of the Spanish . territoii by -. . I  

thd i~eneral  in chief, .Don .Francisco Copphs,' who 
iíirmediately communicated the decree of Cortes, 

. \ 
and. the brders pf the :Regency ; ivith -all of - .  whikh, 
.he declargd : himself pérfe~tly satisfied ; nor: did 
he exercise a' 'single act sovereignty, . while , in ' 

. 

- .  < .  

d . .  .'. , the. above lprovince;. : ., .$ . t ' : . .  , ?  _ .  . 
, , . Íñstead, however,' of pr.dceeding by the direct - , 
:road 'to Valencia; as prescribed b ~ r  the. Cortes,-'His ' A 

d .  

Majesty ,came . tó Zara~oza,! alleging as: :th:e:,reason P 
of this "cliarige; his anxietyto view% :tbe,: ruiric.of' '. . 

- -  - 
that iceebrated - .city, and thus pay :a c,ompliment to - 

its'biavéinliabitánts.e~,,:8 a r i ,  . t $ -  - . : . ..,;-.. : - .  . 
. . - - When the liberal professi8ns nade by Feidinpnd 

, l '  , 

while on hisway: io ! the . frontiers, -< are compire8 
. with. his sub'sequeilt conduct,-it is :diffi&1t, to, eón- * '- - 

1 c 

ceive . what his real intkntions were; on +enterihg ' S  . 
- Spain. + :. However plausible:. * i. t k :  reyo$s :: asii&ed 

I - 
.for &sitini 6Zaragoza may : have; been,*,.this': -act . 
alone; : was :sGfficient. to excite suspih9ns4 of , his 
sincerity;. and rmany,, days did n,ot ,- ela~.se,~before - 

' 2  + these~ were but to; fatally realized.: i ; - : : 
, From some i&idents -thit ochrred bo& in the - 

- abov6: city arid on- his, reabhing =Valenci,a,, it- 'soon , . 
, r * -  

became apparent-, that e the res-red rnonarch ~ a s  -, A; 

-neither an admirer of those-;who. fraged the .Con7 - 
1 

.. . 
\ - 

l 
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4 9 - \  - COLn ~RECEPTION. I . . 
I 

/ 

I - .stittitiokof Cadiz,.. nor incline& to f&ur the .ad- 
1 

' 
. herents 'of King Joseph. ' This was proved:by js , 

quietly suffering , the: arrest Yof, two highly distin- 
guished" individiials- who - hhd be& ~ounsellors of 1 

. n State to the latter, ,while it wás rplainly intimated 
to -ose 'in his , confidénce, that a : new' charter 
would *be granted, -but that it "skobld bk very 'diff&- - 

. I '  

2 , .  I r '  ent from the one then in' force; . *: i <1 - : ' 

: Disappointed' in .meeting.the King, owing ' to his 
.ch'ánge of route as settle'd by the Cortes; tlie Presi- 
dent did not :see.: Ferdinand , until. he ~ h a d  ap- . . 

,- - poiched within a few leagues óf '~a lenk ia  Thk * -- 
d' m~tiher iÍi whiCh : the Venerable.. Prelaté : w a s i  re- 

&ved ' by his , royil.he$heG, is adduced ák an6ther 
proof of his dhposition to second the views of tfiose 

- - .  * - m -  perfidious advisers who were cbllected ther&.é+en , 

I - before they had cbnquered any scruples'he might 
have previously entertained. ' ~Iinpressed :with l a 
.due &se of their - 06 . digniti, the 'Cortes' had 
stfictly enjóined the 'Président, not to  conform , 

, 
' to the hld febdal c"eremony of kissing thidKing's 

- .  hand, which had formeily bein thei tokek of Gas- 
salage, aria . he faithfully promised to. 'obej the 
injunction ; but ori being admitted to an iud$ence, , 
~erdinand insisted on\ his . Eonforming to the -an- - cient usag&, and whhther iifluenced by'his fiars, or 

, -thinking it 'of little importan& t~ resist, the Cardi- - 

nal yi'elded, thus betraying a warit* of firrnnbss' and 
' 

; di&iiy,-' át a time; khen both wer6. so eisential to , 

the interests , Óf the pe'Óple.' '-: This ill-tirned cbn- 
descension did not, however, operate in favoiir of , 

I I 



; ; . On hearing. thit Ferdinaiid. hhd ,re-enter cid; his * 

. 
dorninións,. iei.eral of . . the .. . iforeign envoys ~joined 
hiin. &h. Madnd,:I amongst ' the :rest. the . British ' - - - 

had remaiped i'n obscurity and con~ea~ment, whilé, % 

, 

the Peniniula was exposed to the-ravages [df :*, , 

now flocked to the roya1 standad, and greatly* ib- 

creased the servile pa rty... : -The 1Kiiig : had 
, ' , 

been: a few days . there, ' when : the news of Napo- 
leon's abdication arrived. 'i This event rnust have 



a niomknt was' not lost. by the 'priestlioódand gran- - 

dees, who hpd come to óffkr their advice'; they usea . - 

q every argument to convince Ferdinand that the con- 
stitutionalísts 'and followe& óf King +Joseph, . were ' . 
équalIy obnoxious ' to the 'peoplk, , adding - thit  ' thé '- 

attachment of al1 ranks and conditions to- his own 
pefsbn w& unb6pndid. ~ o n s i d e f i n ~  the.cred*loús ' 

facilitykith Ghich tkiOse whi had accompafiied the . . 

Kiig into ~rance ,  acceded toa11 the' terms succes-% - 
, sively~proposed there, the way in which - they suf- - 

, fered the ineiperienced prince to be cijóled on'tli& 
/,_--- " 

# ' . , occision, ceases to b e  a source-of áitoníshmeni': - 

. ' ~ u t  incithev ánd- ' more powerful . impulse' dwas 
, given .to the . destinies of Spain, _ by the ; arrival of 

I a depitation, chargkd with the fahous' reprksentá- 
- - _ . - _ * _  - _ - _  _ i .  

t i ~ n  of the .sixty.nine, since kriown, under ihe iio- * 
, :" 

ni&,l al~pellation : of ' Persas. This '~omgi1atitn-í- of . 
c a l m y  and ' falsehood; contained a virulent at- 

\ .  

taclcLon' al1 ihe Ameasures' adopted ' by 'the 'Cbrteg - 

, and Rkgency;ivhethei fiir th6 defence of t& cóun- - 

try,' Or réfomi ;f. publ i~  .abuses, -froiñ thé peiiod 
\ 

' of:Ferdinánd's' 'departtire,.'until his return, : and - 

. júitly desigiiated ai'a mchúment ok'eternal * * .  i n f q  . 
' - and Crime,, by thoie able- kriters .who' hace so 

. Umpliantly refuted f l  its- calumnies., :,'- : :! ! - , ' ,!77 * 

1 + , - . ' It cánnot be doubted, tliat many causes conspir; 
t 

4 : ed to restore the <Id despotism, but -the& b u l d  be' 

11 littli hope for Spanisli freedom, wlien 'iizity-iiine ' 

" i Jepüties,.'who h id  been retúrnkd ' ón the expresS ' ' ' 

11 ccindition of adhering to: thé Cónstitution, 'and wha . 

I \ 

! 
E 
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i ' . , 
- kad solemnlk sworn ton preserv%it inviolate; could : 

- <, 

bk found +so lost to al1 sense of honour,. as to s i m a  br 

docurnent, in which. the monarch was ad%sedPrnat ! 
to sanéti& the. proceedings of their , ,o- body.+, 6 

- 

. I I t  'yaS not unti1 E L I ~  comm&ding tbe; corps 
.assernbled at Valeqciá, had 'placed - the . fioops 
a t  the, entire disposal , of . His -Majesty, that , the 
groject for.t)ie re-establishme,nt of despotisrn,, wak', . 
completely developed. j.,, ,This- :man, i whor3 had but . . 

a. sliprt time befiré,'. swor*,, fidelity tb the. political - . - 
code, and been honopredf,with'particdar, rnarks óf. 
favour3' by:. the. ~egenci ,  issued ,an &;.der of the ' . . . 
/day,in which he congiatulatéd-+the : &my, o; the , 
King's .return, tplked of,. their "attaclimeñt l i r  to hic . 

Z A  . . . . 
7 r a  * - : ,  < "  * . " 7  

- 

e - 
* . The Eompositioi of this ssandalciui pape*, isitt*buted t8 Bbr- 

-- - ,  -*- nardo JNoii y Rosales, .who has since-been raised to-tlie dignitx ' 
of a Marqiiis, under the title of -Mata~~lorida, and filled offices . 

of the highest ',t&t, dunng thb 'ieign- Óf .terror. ' .Háving formed 
part of the minist$, %hose 'power terminated with thb eiénts of 
last ~ a i c h ,  he has. sinie taked up his nbode.,kt %ayonhe; which,. - 
eom its proxidity to the fiontier, has become: a receptaclefor manz , 

of thosé, who are 'disafl'ted to the n&-ordir of things. A most 
able and oonclusive refutation of the fa1& assertions and(speciou& 
arguments of Rosales has appLáred sinhe rny arrival; this elbquent 6 
production, in addition toits having defended th6 .Cortds, and vin- 
dicated the nation, contains a great mas  of valuable -information, 

t 

reyative to the aneient Iaws' and'customs Óf the ~~ani~htmonarch~. '  
'  he donbmination of ~ L k a s ,  is derivéd from ihe first paragrapl?~ , 

wliich begins by ailidin&to a castom of theancient Persians. by 
which nnarchjr was t?lerated for five days af& tho deaths of the' - , 
sovérei&. in óidei'that the ~ s e s  t6 which it gave rise, should 
ensure a &éat.er ' d egree , of fideli ty to his sui,cessor. This sinlile 
Was akhrd l j  applied to the statc Óf 'thé ~eninkula, during tho 
absence4of Ferdinnnd. 

\ 
I 

1 \ 

1 t \ .  I I  

, 



lll . - f, . 
, . sácsed 'peisón, ' áhd koncliidéd, by advising Fe,rdi- 

i-y . nánd to govern iri ' the manner dof his . ancestoss ! 

1 ~ h e n  6ver-y thing was ripe for comrnencing mofe 
hctiie bper&tions, &o RO ya1 dkciees ' dated fsmn . 

- ~alencia,oñ the , 4th - t .  of May, at once discoverea the 
, views of the servile party, proving tfiat', b,oth the , A 

libérqles who had preserved v .  the thronk and' re- 
' formedt the government, as' well as the\- follÓGers 

of ~iAg ~oieph, ijvhibh had hitherto diiidid, the 
, nation, were now to 'be sacrificed to a third,f: ti11 

then9,regarded witli the greatest conternpt,; i n d  
cckqosed of pérsons, 6nly r&narkableb fof their ii- - 

. - 
,----'-- nÓrance.indimbecilityi : ir2.-<'- . , : i  - : # :  - < ,  ' 2 ,  

/ * .  

..: e - By the fiist bf thebe decreeha Ferdinand &as - + 

' inade to declare that the-convocatíon af Costes at 
Cadi'z was illegal, and the Constitution giromulgated 

,, 

- - - - - - - - - &  - by it prejudicial to tlie interests of Spain. He 'con- 
- fessed that the, existing state of knowl&dge did not ' 

{adinit of a desPotic gover~mfe~t  ; and promised to 
' "  

coilvoke the lekitimate Cortes bóth of Spain landl 
South America, : in ' which a new kha&ér favo&- 
able to libkrti ihould be framed ;+ tliat it ihould 
also rguasantee the liberty of the press, save akd ; , ' 
except those precautions necesiary, to prevent its 
abuses ; that h e ,  would, govdrn according' t6"' l& . 

,+ ,. ., - !  , ' - r 

' by , rispecti$ * .  , a <  individdal libeity-,-'bbcause he, hated '. 

despotisin. After al1 these -princely promises; the ' , 
N decree . concludes by dissolving .thé Cortes,, and 

thre&ening d t h  death al1 those who should bithéi S l 

- , í t~ibr.  sieak in. f&our of that. ~ons t i tu t io i  khich . 
' f . !  

, 
l 

. .  
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t SECOND DECREE. 47~ .. . 
1 

had, been swbrn to by nearly tlie whole min8nar&hy,: 
and ,acknowledged b i  all the greai , a p o ~ e r s  of ; ,. 

d - 
\ ,. q J  I S ' < "  ~ u r o ~ e ,  opposed to .~a~oleon.*;  :t.., ' "  , 

- :The second decree, related to the liberty*of the, . 

, pretis ás éstablished by the corte& .and directkd that 
- 3 

until'a new lak was Pi'omulgatéd on the subject," a11 
periodicál andS.other woiks 'shoÚld be sub'kitted to' . , ' . 

, a censorship c&nposed of . ~ersonis who had neither - 
ser4ed ~ n d e i  the provisi6nai governrnents, nora foli - 

lowed the fortúnes of the intrzlsive King, J ~ S  hseph' - 
. .. 

" ,. * 7 .  . 
Bonaparte w?i no%'styl&d.t ' :&> i i - , : - i i -1 -j 

, . , * . . . r ? l  . 
. Previ*us to the públication 8f the decrees which - , 

' ' 

' ;pfiZded' '&tuni t Ó  :- de+'otisrn, "the  corte^. '- . S 9 

addreised t&os letters'io tlie-King, expressing thg , 

' state of dohbt aríd Lagitatiob, *'in which his rong ' - 
9 . ,  

delay ái~alenkia had throG the nation,'also prayi 
- - ing that--156 +time, shoild , be lost in &ssu&ing-'the'. 

l 

reins óf ,&&rd&ntii - To tlletk,' * eva&ve answeig - ' 

: were given ; ~ e d i h k d  promised t6 k&hply; kith 
1 ; <  - . % I  

< -, ; \ .  , , *  , "  , *  
' d .  A - 

il: 

. , ' ' .  - * ! : \ . : . ,  

* Thé Cortes'rtnd Constitution of 1812, had been recognized,b$ 
al1 the . colonies, except, Venezuela and Buenos Ayres ; a copy of 

, - Ferdinand's decree will. be found iii the Appendix.. . , :: ,* ) ,  ' . , ,. . , - 
t ~ h i s '  being tk h t  time the ~ i i g ' h a d ,  been known to ,  cal1 . ' 

his iiidecessor m intrud;; it excited co*siddble sumrie An the 
- 

- 
! ' 

p a c ~ f  th&e who had ~bsbsérvécf hi& former cóndúct. .?t was' ter: 
tainly no proof of consistency in Ferdinand, thus to desigiate R \ 

- 1 P* whose legitima& he had himself ropeatedly ackno@edgcd in s .  

the formal ce~ions hade at ~ q o n ' n e  ;'virious ~*oclamati&, privnte ' 

letters, thk ' celeb&tioii Óf anive&árib,s, solicitiig the fi&t order in 
the mo&irchY from ~ i s e i h  whiíe i t  \Talep$hy; zhd::above - .  ' 

by demanding, ohe, of tho Jrnperi$ Fa.milx in jinamag? jl .,-, f , 
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) '  tlieir wislies, but entered into ' iio farther explana; . .  
tions. Conscious of tlie rectitude of tlieir past con-. 
duct, and relying pn the-purity' of their futu~e. in: ' 

' 

tentions, no. steps yere taken' by. the 'cortes-o*ii Re- ' 

. gency to ayert. the coming swrm: ". It is however an: . 

undoubted fact, that several of the chiefs, kho ;ha4 . ' 

- been.most popular during the . war: - ,  of independence,, 
i ,  

- offered to .act against, the.'traitors who surrounded 
- the'monarch- at valenc& and, that  pofhingJ but the. ' 

- 
,# ; f e a  .- of plwnging th; , nation into the : horror? ; of - 

,# " 
civil war, $evented those : offers f rop b&ng 'ac- 
cepted. m i l e  thé praise .of their. ~ontem~oraries, . - 

-- and the applause :of posterityarh due tq thepq real- 
fathers of their.. country, : . they, should ;have .re: 
flected; thát. thhse*- who. .erect an , edifice, *of. free-. , . 

liiil, . ' dom, do but half their office;: in not taking the 
precautions : necessary fo'r., its : main-nance : .an& 
above. a11, in nÓt being 'prepared A t o  make i 

' sacrifice fhr its preservation. - - > ,  A . - . . ,  . , . , I  - .- 
The 'reign of terror which continued to desolate 

, Spain during the following six years,' may be' dated !!; 
~ 4 ,  from the publication of the decrees - pkrnulgated 
8 :l ' , . on, the 4th of Mai f' as a natural 'consequence of , 

4 1  
2 ' ,  these, a part of Elio's corps under General Eguia, 

\[ - were . .  - directed to 'surround the capital, an  order : 

was a t  the . same. time . forwakded t* th< agents .6f 
Police' at Mpdrid, -.to arrest and imprisori the Re- ', 

D /  gents Agar and ciscar, . together G t h  . áll tlib 
$ Miniitirs, ~residbnt - and ~kcretaiies' ' b f  Cortes ; a 

I I - ,< , ,, " .' c 

many of its most * distinguished. members, - and 
thosé h h o  hád written in fáGour of tlie Constii . 
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tution. The arrest took place on the hight of the . 
10th and 11 th of May. . Two days after, the king 
entered his capital, preceded by a large body of *\ 

cavalry, and attended by all the arnbassadors of 
foreign courts accredited to the Regency, also the ' 
whole of th'ose who had gone to welcome his ar- 
rival at Valencia : the event was celebrated by a- 
succession of splendid fates, in which many of the , 

foreign envoys vied with e a ~ h  other in dem,on- < .  8 

strations of respe&t to the restorea monarch.+ % A 

- Having thus brought you to the re-establish- 1 

rnent of c!espotisk, it next remains for me to notice 
thoseqeasures. which ied to the late explosion, 
and ' reduced Spain to - the deplorable state. in , I 

which it was found by the constitutional govern- - - 

mente - 

-" - m -  - -, 

. - _  

* 1 have been told by an &é witness that the celebrátibn of - - 
L Ferdinand VII.'s return by the English ambassador, lasted ten 7 

+ 

dap, and that the expences thus incurred, ebuld not have been t 
much less than S20,UOO. I t  is slso s rernarkable fact, that the ! \ % 

Spanish cavalry which escorted the' king into Madrid, w~ come 
manded by an' English General, now a governor in oné of our . * 
West India Islands. , 

1 , - 

- .  

-*_ e.- < "  . <  

< ,  -7 
- ' ,  

. . 
- .  _ - I 
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\ 

~ i o l a t i o ~  of the Roya1 Promises.-Decrees and Circular Letters.- Ge&rd ' 

. Measures afltr the ging)s Arrival at Madrid.- Principal Actors in the-Per- 
secution of the Patriots.-Anecdote o£ a ci-devant Monk.-Projects imputed 

J 

-to the ~ i&erales . -~tor~ of a Sea1 arid Meda1.-New eflorts 6 Criminate 
, the Patriots.-Proceedi~gs in the Provinces.- informers,-Police Judges. 

$ 
-Legal Procedure.-Treatment of Argue1les.- Ruiz de Padron, Cessero, &c. -- 

l a  

, 
/---- m--. 

. I  Madrid, July, 1821. 
C 

Y 

C. , THERE can be. no bitter kriteiion for est&ating 
the claims of Ferdinand VII. to the loyalty and 
confidente of a people whi  greeted his return with 

- - -- L- - - .enthusiastic demonstrations . of joy, than by  com- 
paring the plan of government adopted immedi- 

. ately after his ar~ival here, - with the flattehng'pro- 
' 

. 'rnises held out in his proclarnation of tlie 4th;' of 
L - which; the most important were openly violated 

"thin a few days of their being made; while, in 
)I 'fact, the foreign ambassadors and' servile fac tion 

were celebrating the King's entry in the capital.+ 
The -very first ' measures of his ministirs proved 
that, the above state paper was merely the prelude 

- 

I 
f 1 

11 S * Lord Wellington arrived at Madrid from Paris on the 24th. 
Mar, and is skid to have experienced a most fl tering reoeption 

the King, as Duke of Cuidad-Rodrigo. "f 

1 3  

i 
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: , . PERSECUTION MEDITATEDI 

to a system of tyranny ande oppression, more - inl 
tolerable, than any other hitherto- exercised in this 
devoted cbuntry. S u <  . 

Pursuant to the determination previously formed, 
to rescind the beneficent acts of the Regency and , 

Cortes, roya1 orders and circular letters now suc- 
I 

ceeded each other with unceasing rapidity ; and, as 
if it was not enough to revive. the numberless abuses , 

accumulated in former reigns-al1 those who had -. 
contributed to. their removal, ~r rnanifested the , 

smallest predilection in favour of liberal institu- 
tionsl were marked out as the victims of a pérse-- 1 
cutimminequalled in atrokity' sin& the s&nguinary 1 
days- of Sylla and Marius. ' 

So well had the project foi r&toring despotisrn , . 
bien combined, that while Madrid was disgraced 

--  - by -the excesses-committed under the sanction of . 

priests ; regularly oiganized mobs, also headed by , 

&e clergy, were occupied in destroying the em- , 
blems of freedom and insÜlting the constitution.al . 

authoritiei in several' of the provinces. It should 
however be recorded, in justice t u  the army, that 
excépting the Corps underElio; fewof %he military - 

participated in those scenes of anarchy and crime ; 
- on the contary, if sanctioned by their superiors, both 

the officers and men of .several regiments would+ , 
have gladly fought in defence of liberties that had 
been so dearly earned ; nor could -the .fanatics who 
thus dishonoured humanity and polllted ,their L 

sacred calling obtain any pirtizans at Cadiz, where 
the political Chief, General Valdes, and munici- 

i . _ s .  

E 2  - . -  

\ 

1 



53 '- RE-ESTABLI~HMENT'OF THE INQUISITION.- 
- 1 

pality were, amongst the first who addressed 
spirited remonstrances to t h e  Regenes complain- 
ing of Ferdinand's delay at Valencia, pointing out 
its probable conseqimices, and urging ihe cortes 
to take such steps as were best calculated to 
secure the constitution against the designs of its . 

enelnies.- 
In addition ?o the decrees which restored -the re- ¡ 

.ligious corporations, opened the converits, re-es-. 
tablished the inquisition,* and ordained the resti- 
tution of church property, appropriated by Cortes 
to the expences of. the war and payment of the 

- - natiional debt ; the liberal party, as weIl as those 
. who had espoused the interests of King Joseph 
becarne the bbjects' of Roya1 orders, which clearly 
indic-atéd that no 5ercy was to bekhown towards 

, 1 
_ - . either. A sketch i f  the treatkent experienckd by 

these .two . parties, embracing as they do, al1 the 
kn~wledge and virtue of Spain, Gil1 serve more $han 
aqy thirig else -.Í eould adduce, to illustrate the 

. 1 
cruelty and injhstice which signalized the trans- . 

actions of this rnelancholy period. - , , 

Over ibis sanguinary persecution presided 
Don Pedro Macanaz, invested with the specious 

I 

, Whe decree upon this measure appeared.on the 21st July. It , 
. is a curious as well as important historical document, Elnd vil1 
therefore be found in  the appendix. It was countersigned by 

l .  Ma~anaz,~ W ~ O S ~  p n d f a t h e r  passcd a grcat part of his life-in the 

, prisons of thé holy office, and died in exile for his d t i n g s  apinst  . 
.that dreadful tribunal. ; I '  



title of ~ i n i s t e r  of irace and justice, ahd Eguia, ., - 

the Captain General of Madrid, who succeeded 
the patriotic Villa Campo. Amongst their nume- 
rous subordinate agents, Ostolaza and Agustin de . ' 

Castro, the former a priest, the latter a Monli of , 

the Escurial, were the most conspicuous. .The first ' . 
is supposed to have insidiously prevailed on. Fer- 
dinand to adopt a liné of policy foreign to . his 
intentions on leaving Valencia ; while the latter, . 
who had passed through al1 'the gradations of poli- 
tical apostacy, at one time recommending the ex- ? 

clusion of the Bourbon dynasty, and at another 
p ~ h i l n g  iermons in  favour of the constitution, 
was now hired by the servile faction to vilify the - 
patriots in !general, b6t more particularly the Cortes - - 

, 

and Regency. De Castro who had Iong been can- 
--  - -- nected with the public press, now superintended ' 

the editorship of a newspaper called the ~entinal'of * 

La Manchay* whose political agency soon became ..- 

apparent. It is worthy of remark that the warrant 
of' arrest dated from valencia, which Ferdinand 

A 

opened against the Patriotic deputies and members 
of the late gov&rnment, bears the same-date with the 

' ,Another paper equally slavish in its doctrines y d  smrrilous 
in its. abuse of the patriotic party, entitled the Advocate O$' the . . 

Nation and &g, was also in the pay of governrnent, ' and con- 
ducted by the Count Torre-Musquiz, a rank serrilq and one of , 

a ,  

the sixty-nina, a third el Lucindo or Fernandino, ~iiblished at 
Valencia, co-operated with those of the Capital. 

, 
\ 
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54 COWSPIRACY: AGAINST THE PATRIOTS. 

+ .  
dkcl%ratioi in .which he solernnly guarhnteed tlie _ 

--personal liberty of his subjects; No soorier was this 
edict cairied into effect, than a liSt of th6 proscribed 
appeared in the Sentina1 ; elucidated by a variety .. 

of co&ments, in khich they were designated as 
' . traitors,' and indirectly alludéd to, as fit objects óf 

popular vengeance. Such was the, infl uence of 
these appeals to the passions of a inob, .already 
instructed.how to act, that one party headed by 

- 
the Vicar of La Trappe, whose conve'nt 'had been - 

recently established by a decree bf Cortes, actually 
assail~d the prison of- La Corona in <which., the 

,< 
- - deputies were confined, and but for the firhness 

. +- , of the guard, would have succeeded in sacrificing . 

the intended victims, while inany of those who had ' 

11 been sent t6 pul1 - down the constitutional stone," 
1'1; , d . - + - -  --- - -  - and drag it through the streets, were heard to,  , ! 

exclaim that the authors of the constitution, ought 
' 

fl!. i 1 ' 

l/;j/, 
* Wlien the political code was proq;lgated in 1812, a, decrcc 

ofthe Cortes directed, that a marble slab, bearing, PLA~A RE LA 

CONSTITUC~ON, in gi1t lettors, should be conspiciiously affixed in 
the ,principal square or rnsrket place of eaeh town through- 

' I  

out tho monarchy., Tbese were, of course, .taken d ~ w n  and bro- 
lien to pieces on the King's return, but at present there is scarcely 
a village in the Peninsula without its Lapirla, which has been 
every wherc rectored and consecrated amidst the'rejoicings of the 
people. &ch was the veneration io which these symbols of 
liberty wcre held by the patriots, that many contrived to preserve 
fragments, which háve beeii restored to light since March last, and 
are now sought for as valuable relics. I saw a great namher on 
my way to Madrid. 
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to  be served, iike the  Lapida ; others .%ei*er ordered 
to sing the following wretched couplet before the -- 

prison doors : - - 
\ .  , , 

X .  

Murieron los ~ibeialos, - 
Murio la constitÚcion, " - ' 1  

Porque viia el ' ~ e ~  ~ernando, % - , 

r .  Con l a  Patria y Religion !; . .  
a 1 . ' 

. .  ~ h e ' ~ á ~ u m n i e ~ ' o f ~ ~ ' ~ ~ s t r o a n d ~ ~ ~ r e - ~ u s ~ ~ i ~  , .  - 

were" supported by others, ;ti11 more atrocious than 
" 

, the 'first ; in these, the 'prisoners were accused 6f a - 
design to abolish' thb rnóiar&ihi~ál syste& iri ~ i a i n  - 

and substitute! a republic,+ while the ~onstitütion 
h .  

L 

P 

* This was &nly an old ,calum~y revived ; for sdch were the 
ef foh of -the servile faction to ~ e n d e r  the lieads of the liberal 
party unpopular, that they-had in -1  813, emiloyed a dependent . 
of thc old dowager Duchess de Osuna, to personate a French 

- *  - -- - 

general, sent b i  Napoleon to treat with the li6erales, for the esta- 
blishment, of what the impostor was directed to style, the Ben'an . 

, RepuhZic. The  dexterous mode of getting up the plot, proves 
that this talent does not exclusively bel&g to the statesmei of ,. 

more northern countries. Being provided with, a false passport, ' - 
and other dócurnents necessary for ths performance of his part, 
the agent s d e r e d  himself to be arrested by the governor of Baza 
in Grenada : ivhen examined, he stated that his name was Louis , 
Aridinot, and that he was in communication with some of the ' 
most distinguished eharacters in Spain,' al1 of whom had received 
him very favourably ; amongst others, he  had gained ovqr Agustin , 
Ar@elles. Nott6thstanding tho plausible manner in which bis 
~ t o r y  was told, there could be no doubt of his object, bu! the , . 

insinuations of the servile pnpers were so pointed, that govern- 
ment Saused a regular prosecution to be 'instituted against 'the 
impostor. The deception was made still more aiparent on tbe . - , 

boi-dht l  being, confiohd yvith M. Argüellcs, W ~ O S ~  , - 
* 

I 

Y 
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of . ~ a d i z  vas falsely reprisented to: be a mere 
- copy o'f that framed by the Natiofial Assembly of 

France, intended to a~nihilate religion, dethrone 
the. King, and enslave the people ! 

Amongst the absurd tales circulated by the ses- 
vilejournals, in order to justie the measuresof sever- 
ity in agitation, one stated that eight thousand jaco- 
bins had ~bscribed-to raise a fuid for establishing 
the new republíc; that arms were prepared and , 

every thing in readíness to put theír. plan'into + 

execution ; moreover, that the arrival of the King, - 
had alone 'prevented hís throne f roa  being occu- 

intcrrogatories soon led to an exposure of the real authors of 
the plot. Y e 

On his being threatened with tbe conseqnetices of persevering 
in such gross falsehoods, the agent at length proposed that if bis 

- - - * lífii-f~a spared, he would disclose the t r ua  ; to this the Regency 
acceded; upon which it  appeared, that afier having amply pro- 
vided him with knds, the duchess sent him to a canon of tbe 
Cathedral at Grenada, for the @irpose of bei~ig finally instructed . . 
in the object of his rnission ! 
. 'With resped to the impostor himself, he is said to have ter- 

' , 
minated his existence by suicide. . From some additional dis- , 

closure made before he had recourse to this act of desperation, it 
appears he was a native of France, and that his real name was 
Jw Bmtearr, who, after having passed some years in the French 
món~ te ry  of L& Trappe, and conformed to all'the austeritics of 
that singular community, became a soldier, and sewed with . 
one of the Swiss regiments in the pay of Spain : judging Gbm 8 
vánety of other oonfessions relative to his former adventur&, it 

.- w m  easy to perceive he had played many parts not much more 
' 

honoarable than that whioh had becn so ably cast for him by - 

the Perviles. . . . . 
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