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X .  PREFACE. ' 

. ten years ago, by those from yhom 1 could 
not expect so much -courtesy. If the for- , 

, /  j ' bear'ance of sóme, and approbation of others, 

/e4 

,arose from a belief that thé' interests of my 
1 , country hadfa griater share in urging me to 

1 \ incur the ordeal of c;iticisrn, than the vanity * ' 

; 1 1: of authorship, . it affords 'me an' additional 

ii . source of consolation. - r ~ . - : l ~  ~ ~ v - ~ - , - ; ~ ~ ' u p ~ L : ~ ~ l ~ ,  . . , .,: - .  

f j , : ,  - The tone of<. ,irnpartiality; J ,&ave. adppted : * 

j j  , 

$ 1  now, as .pn every, former occ+sion, ;- and .!hose 
1 ,  

i i - .  

----,-modifications of opinion, suggested by a more , ' .:- " ,  

< 
, , . careful examination of .facts, Will necessaiiiy - . 1:' / '  , . . expose me toltlie censure-Lof those, :who think , .. . 

l! 1 
S ;  
9 I . 

consistency cn error to - be the best critqiop 
- " v . - .  - 

1 ;  . 
- - of virtue; - i Invariably actuated 6 by. . , a desire to 

E i promote the happinesi of the greater iiun$er, 

4 / 
S 1' had ho- other .bourse: Ieft, t h a ~  the o& #;I , 

1 have .pws,ued .; satisfied,~ thit thqsurest,' per- 
!:. - . haps 'the.-zonly *ay of diminishing, those,;fatal , 

. 
j i * effects, which .Ehe slav&ry,of baity and ,faction - 

h \ .  have, h~retofore, e~ercised :on the liberties .of 
r f  s., - 
1 f 

; f 
mankind, will be! found, in observinge*.!ththe , 

t f  
i 1 &test impartiality tovards al1 . those who 
i/ , 

/r; divide . pólitical- society; 1 haye ñever! lost 
ih S! sight of that object in the lfdlowing .pages ; 

I' . thougb;. this patli,'neither leads to mini~terial 1; r 1 pat~oiiage, ,ernoliimen t ,nor place, yet it .is that 
which honour'and patriotism dictate. . :: 

, . Let it not be imagined f t ~ n i  the sketch 1 
I / 

' .. / 
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, " have dramn of these abuses; which ignorance ' 
I and fanaticisrn haie in toduced and 'perpe- , 

tuated in the religious systern of Spain, that' 
1 am , the less 'favoukble to toleration in its 
utmost latitude: or that 1 cobbeive the plan 

' of - exclusion, , which continues t o  prevail 
against our Catholic bretiiren and fellow- 
citizens, .is less injunoui. j ~ .  the state, than 

- 

urge& : to ihose, who afe thereby debarred ,' 

N from the enjoyment of their political .riih€s 
,-unable-:io S$ al1 I ~ould  wish. on this , sub: .* .* ject; -.I shall only , add; . tha t I recógriize no . 

,/S' 

lipiits to religio~s~' tolerance; ' excepf those ' . ~ 

which rnay be opposed to it by moralify and 
< -  -. *- 

a Teason;' - --- . 
1 < 

5 . l  ' . .  . ... a- 

. " -  * 

' . 

.. Th6 d G  on which ~ h t e s t a n t  a*d Catholic - 
shall Geet fin the sabe temple, to adore one , 

common Father, will, in my estimation, ex- 
hibit the ,gieatest:triurriph ever 'obtained by 
humanity : need I say . that this glorious -. 

' 

- victory can: never be achieved , while: . the 
systerh óf exclusibri exists 1 It is n6t amongst ' . . 
the least absurd of those anomalies, khich E 

1 

have been called upon to expose, in, treating 
the religious or political affairs of Spain, that 
while the vaiihuus se&& into wliich: Christia- 
nity is unhappily divided,' fervently invoke . 

the y rotection of Providence, ' "  tliey are, with 
scarcely a single exceptioii, &oreAdr less into- ' 



fouS !y than .most people <have imagined: 
' 

- Where so much has been arawn* f ~ m '  t h e  . 

.+ otheG did- bo t  feel. ambitious, either from *feat. ' . 

or-. delicacy:~*of '; figufibg in ; a prefa&. '-  he ' 

frkq<eicy ' of f0reig.n names and has. 

+ errors á'fipear, i t  is hop&d . tbé ' readér ' : will 

>. * l  . ' 
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. l 

civilization. Does it arise from accidental 1 , 
causes, or is it  in the 'order of nature, that 
thok .wh6, have suffered most "from oppres- 
sion; are .destiaed t6find a compensation,.- in 
conferring freedom and happidess oori otliers ? 

Should tliekontest which has been already 
communicated frorn' the Peninsula t o Italy 
and.Greece, be conducted with' the firmness , 

and misdo&, which haiie' hitherto niarlced its- r' 

progresi,-in the land of l?;lkgius ind Themis- ' 
'tocles, it is not -withi$ h ~ & m  comprehin- 

. .. -- si& to ,predict' or coheei~e thg magnitud& A ' 
d .  

* ,  

A and eiutent: of ' the benefits Gliicli' such . . , 

struigle is 'capáble'of producing to. society. : S 

.: It is impossiblk ' n"a,me:. Greece, without -, .' 

." * . .-e. 

, -adding-to the thousaad voices ~ h i c l i c u r ~ e  the % 

policy thit  obliges ~ b ~ l a d d ,  not orily &lmiy , 

&oo witness the exterrnination of a bráve and - . 

, suffering population,. but, oh ! - sh'ame of. our , ' 

age, and niih A of , our ! . có-operate' ia 
" 

the work of' -death.s . To complete'this scene 
, 

Y , '  1 " . , f . , -L.; \ - :  < ' . ' , ? >  * > . *  
I ' 

' :  " .  
1 : : .  C '  . ' 1 .  

. t . , i . .  ' 9 . ~  , 
1 .  ,* 

. - 
3 

2 .  

. i* A political prophet of Psance, .aid oié  whoiii fomíe~ : 
, prLdictions have been but toó. oftm.realized, (he foretold , 

, the occupation:of ,P& by 'the people of Europe,) sais that , 
" 

the power' which has pemitted four millions of Greeks to 
$ 3 .  

, be given up to thk knife {f thé infidels, and which 'sufferk the , 

~olossus' Óf thé' north to rnake such irnniiasurable strides, 
will herself share th&f& of &bYlon and Cárthage. .. % ', l .  

( 

I 

/ 

, ' 
t 
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of .natiohal degiradation, - "contineo tal . - politi- f 

" cians; wlio dyell. m the Subjkct; Confoud . a 
g ~ ~ e r o ~ ~ : $ e o p l ~ ;  with ' th6:errors and blind~ 

6 

%es& <óf -theijr-tulers; 1 wilf 'b;oldly telI: th6se 
~ d i t o &  .a&d *:Puljlicits Óf i France, Italy and 
Germany, 'as I p~oclai.ni i t  to -tbe world, that l 

posterity %ilt akquit -the people of . England , ' 

fr& the' fóhl xharge; h ~ d -  that- if they bnew 
us.better, It'w6ul:d never have been madb. : ;  :: 

: ~ a v i r i ~  ip~ken'. of. men' ahd rnanners '%ith 
thaf fhnkries~ reqiiired bf the . paramount 

. ifitgiests - of krUth, throughout my correspon- . : r ,  

' dence ;:.no: won-dei that 1 should.have béen , . .  c :  .. 
cilled~ upon to : p-ise and blame partksi, .and 

" -  ' 

individuals, ,áccording to '  their condukt: ? at . . . 
, - " .-- 

different p&llsdi ; so,; far frorn*; retiixcting' ti 
single word ielativ6. to the $atriotis. of. ' 18 I i ,  
&ho &avo& iatelyi;de&ener&iedc.f &$O. &iba$, a: , , + .  
greit *umbhr I b;f ficts,2 p~&ing' ' t~gf  :; pbblic 
opinion: has: ? i &&Jehheá' i thtrm .~ ; i~b~;1 '~  ,* 

cause,' árd .bi.nitte'di -::I trust9haf thGr returi * 

t& the lirie 6f h~%~hr.a.& duty,4nh 
'the necessity of :!producing thbse: gdditiond ' 

' , "  

motivesifo.i. censure. -dThe sam6 feeliig which , 

induced me to speak ~ i ~ r n é w h a ~ + ~ ~ h t i y  '6f 
 ene eral . Morillo, when 1 kaw . hirn prefer a 
crusade against freedom, t6 the glory of 
givinp liberty to his countiy, impels me to , 

notice his recent conduct in terms of uneaui- . 
' 
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. . - YOUR conjectúres- a s  -to %he3- state jpf popular 
1 

< -  - -*- - feeling in this country'were quite correct ; so that 
'all' my anticipations :have been fully realized. . It I 

would, indeed, ' be ' extreme1-y difficult to conceive 
. .  . 

a more inteiesting spectacle than that now . exhi- 
bited' in the Spanislí capital ; where, notwithstand- 
irig the per.i~d which has elapsed sifice the ConSti- ' 
tution was proclaimed, al1 classes of the communitY . 
still seem . borne along by tha t  full tide of joy, 
which marked' the .first stages of their' piolitical: re- 

3 6 .  

generation. - .  . , 

. Having been an occasional % visitor ' in various 
pa& : 'of the Peninsula, during the days of its-*de- 
jection and calamity; 1 came prepared to contrast ' - - 

the past with the present, and accordingly, 1 had 
*scarcely ente&d the. populous and beautiful .valley , 



I 

of Bastan, in crossing the Pyrenees, from Bayonne 
to Pamplona, when the cheerful aspect and bust- 
ling activity Ssible amongst the peasantry, and in ' 

the towns, convinced me that a considerable change 
\/!/[ had been already produced : even the sombre ca-, 
I 

1 pita1 of Navarre seemed to have thrown off its pro- , 

- verbial gloom ; and in proportion as 1' advanced 
i l ,  a 11 -. 

towards the inteiior, the scene becarne more gay - , 

'i l. and animated. . 

Whíle passing otef the fine Moorish bridge 'on' 
I 

1 :%he. Ebro, which leads, . into Tudela, an immense 
I ' crowd Gas sken rnoviig slowly unde; a range of 

"-- 
+'- 

- -:-trees that ' shade, - the - public walk : approaching . a 

nearir, 1 observed a long procession, composed of 
m ~ n k s  of 3 several orders, 'earing the host, numer-. ' 

:ous banners,-and other religious symbo1s.- ' These 
,;were preceded by a train-of some (hundred females, .- - < - - - -  
. drescied in white, . and veiled : a regirnent of infan- 
- try .maiched in the rear. The ' whole assembly 

* 

. had just consecrated the lapida, or constitutional 

. stone, in the great square, and was then taking a 

..circuitous route to the Cathedral,: there to com- 
-plete tlie work, by singing T e  .Deum. Alighting, 
with my' travelling compani~n, a. native of the 
.&y, we joined the procession, and witnessed. the 
remainder of the ceremony. , . . - _  

, When high-mass had been concluded, and the 
.multitude reached the space before the edifice, a ' 

general viva. rent the air; this was folloved by 
:some bands striking up pational airs, . and parading 
$e streets in different directions : . these were suc- 



\ 

<*I& ceeded by private parties, who went about the 
town, serenading with ., vocal and : instrumental 

- 

music : tKi gvening terminated in a general illumi- . e \ 

nation. ' . . . > .  
, i , 

' My approach to Zaragoza naturaily awakened' 
al1 tliose recollections of wonder and admiration,. 
wllicli its'heroic efforts are so well calcúlated to cal1 
forth. The various and intrepid struggIes 'made . 

by this celebrated place, from the remotest periods, , 
of Spanish histoty, down to its memorable defence 
in 1808, kere to rny rnind ; when 1 reakhed 
the suburb,<and perceived that there was not even 

' /a.parapet to prevent the approach .of an  enemy, I 
, could hot  help exclaiming . to those around -me, 

5 '  iS it possible that this can be the pla* which , : 
-- stood 'two regular sieges, repulsedan afmy of thirty 

-- - * - A  thousand rnen, in the first instanée;. and was obliged * 

to submit to a still greatér force, only through,the 
effects of famine and disease ?"-'e Yes," said one 
of the party, pointin to a height called ,~orrero, ' 

on the right, and t -f e i  to the) Jeft bank of thq c 

Ebro ; 1, myself, witnessed a combined. attack ' 

made from those two positions, by the prmy of Mar- 
' 

shal Lefebre, and repelled, after a most ,sarig~inary ' 
conflict of ten hours continued;fighting ; during 
which, we had not ten thousand regular troops, 
nor one- well constructed battery to oppose a foke , 
of more than double that number, fully provided, . 
and prepared for conducting a formdsiege.!" . 
; : Oeng to the ivents which succe~ded the ~ i n ~ ' ~  - . 

retukn,. in 1814, many 'paits qf' . the city still 
B -2 

~. 



4 . ' PEMALE HEROISM. 
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present an undistinguishable heap o f  ruins: a 
decree of the Supreme Junta, promulgated soon , 

\ 

after the, first attack, accorded vagous honoúrs 
and rewards do the brave defenders, and.,the town 
i'tself was to-be exempted fromthe payment of '  , 

taxes fór ten years; but this, like all the other de- 
crees of the patriotic government, was consigned 

- 

to - oblivion, and Zaragoza has been suffered. to feel , 

al1 the evils arising out of a struggle, that can be 
conqiared oaly t i  h o s e  of Niunantia -and Sagun- 

* .  tum. - I 

Mostof the houses in the Coso, or main street, are. 
1 

--. perforated with innumerable bullets, fired by the con- 
tending parties': while the Spaniards possessed one' 
side, and their opponents the other, it frequently hap- , 

pened that a party 6f French and Spanish met and . 

disputed possession of the same house, and.on one . 
occasion fifteen hundred of the enemy, 'who had 
penetrated far into the coso, were sacrificed in the 
course of two hours. Vany traits could be cited, to 
mark the nationál character of Spain, they will be 
found in the resolution maiifated by the.females - . 

of ~ a k g o z a :  not contented with performing aIl 
the duties of the soldiery, by serving the cannon, 

1 

bearíng arms,'and throwing up works, they' forced 
' their children to co-operate in the defence ;. and, 
.but for those heroic women, little doubt is enter- 
tained that the city would have been much more . 

easiljr reduced. As thekpeople o f  Zaragoza must 
be strongly ikbued with the love of gloiy, it is 
some consolation for them to reflect th& if not ( , 

I 
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' I  

.e~riched by their heroism and - constancy, ' they /e / ~ t  
have acquired imperishable fame ; while th-eir " de- . . 

' fence will 'serve as a bright example to - present 
' 

' . times and f~ture'~enerations. 
' 

. It is scarcely necessaiy t ~ '  add* that sÜch a popii- 
lation have exulted, . with more than ordinary en- 
thusiasm, in the restorationf- of liberty : 1 . had, . 
during rny short stay, abundan$ occasions to' ob- 
serve this ; for, whether 1 attended the religious t 

' ceremonies ,at the magnificent temples of ,El Pilar . 

and La seo, entered, the Theatre, or frequented 
the superb public walks, there was always some 

;-ob;je?t ctr occurrence to remind me of the recent 
-change<- In the Cathedral, a Priest was appointed 
t o  exy>lain the articles of the h&w political code ; 
nearly al1 the pieces selected forb representation 

- - ---:.m the-stage,-: were either composed t o  celebrate, 
or had an immédiate 'analogy to the new order ' , 

of things ; and almost eveiy corner, presented ; 1 

a placard, on which r4va la Constitucion ! was 
. inscribed. % .  , . , -  z . a  

;. ' A conspira~y, - in which the.Bishop and the late 
\ 

.Governor were implicated, had just been discovesed 
as 1 arrived; it was suppressed, without produ~ing 

S 

any other consequence than ' affording the : troopg 
and inhabitants, an opportunity' pf. proving their 

and moderation in support of freedom. : , , 

-. T o  form 'some notion of what bad government * \ 

-and . defective laws- have done for, Spain, : it : is 
merely necessary for a traveller . to su.vey>. the 
: country between Zaragoza and Madrid, a distance . . 

I 

I 



'MADRID 

'1. of one hundred and eighty miles. ' Although' the , 
I mde and strongly b'uilt vehicles of the country - . 
1 kontrke to e ~ e c t  this toilsome journey, there is no ' . 
I regular road, untií you arrive within about fosty 
I miles of the capital : in other respects, millions of 

.acres uricultivated and unenclosed,. of a soilt natu- * 

rally fertile ; a most scan'ty poptdation; and every 
-mark of abject poverty amongst the people, com- 
plétely embittered rny refiebtians, and desii6yéd the 

' . pleasure I .could have otherwise experi'nenced; in 
traversing the extensive plains and romántic hills 

, ! I 
* ,  . -of Arragon and Cas'tile. . , , d .  

iii > .. ------ - .' Although Madrid .has alwais 'been' regarded. as . 

,- - one 'of the dulleit capital~ in Europe, the people . 

appear ,to have- enjayed-A coritinued festi'l du- 
ring the last moñth : when the hours" of recreation 

- *-  ' - - -... arrive, the Prado, Puerta del Sol, and the nume- 
,r6us streets which branch off from' it in every 
direction, are immediately filled with people of all 
ranks, ages, and - sexes : the usual round of sere- . 

nades and other musical parties, enliven. the #scene 
at night, while some populir play or-patriotic chief 
áttracts crowded : audknces- to thé  Theatres. ' 

\ 

Many hundreds, : and these of a respectable class, 
- attend >at the' societies of -. the Cruz de Malta and 
*.FoBtana de Oro, where some of the mOst 6lo'aUent 

A 

men in Spaiii emulate.each other in impressing the 
- ivalue of rational liberty, and theimportance of con- 

stitutional government .on the minds of their coun- 
tryken. Here, it is bút. a common act of justice to , 

S add, that of all those whom 1. fiave heard speak in 
1 

/ -  

1 



the above assemblages of the people, whether priests .f,lu/la 
or lawyers, soldiers or, citizens, not me amongst - , 

.' 

Qem hás ever advocated any dbctkine that is notre- 
cognized'and'san~ti6ned by the fie* po1itical:~ode. 
As the most perfect tranquillity has reigned here 
since my arrival, I: have not failed t~rnix,~as'riíuch 
as possible, with'the joyous multitude ; and, though 
a. mere spectator, it is impossible not:to participate 
in pleasure whicli has hád. its origin in. a soarce. so 

. I C  ljure and sacred:, . ' t .  . , L b .  . . - .  * ?. ; . , . ,? ...,.>. L p .  

Such are the áuspices under whi~h the prepara+ , - 

tory. juntas,- or meetings- of Cortes, were held on 
-tTie 97th 'bltimo : since that time, 1 have witnessed 
the gratifying ceremony'of ~erdinand's appearing - . 

béfore this assembly, to swear thecoath'. presctibed 
by the i73rd article o f  the Constitution.. .As. tlíis 
w e n t  - f m s  an impoi.thnt epoch iñ the histori-,óf 
Spain, if not'in that of.Edrope, yoü ?wiU not pero 
haps, be displeased to have i t  short1y'described;-Fh ' 

.It having bkbn áscertained that the party, whose 
interested .motives and criminal ambition afe so 
deeply affected by' tlié late clianges, have -' máde 
great efforts to prevent the King fióm performing , 

this la8t * act, which: has identified h h  rwith. his 
'people, it 'became .necbssary to take such precau- 

, tions as were reqüisite to counteract their desies, 
and. for the pregérvation -of order ; ; so sthat the 
scene presented a civic as weU'as'a rnilitary paeant. , 

The evening of the 8th was given up to 'that hilarity, 
%O which the people of Spain. surrender thernsehes 
on al1 . their . national . fefestíi~ls ; < but, frw the, : lp- 
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\ 

terists at itake, their gaiety wad not unmixed with - 

apprehensions, lest some untoward accident, or 
evil design, should iittervene to obstmct the coui: . 

pletion -of their hopes: ñever did 1 ,witiiess the . 
. contendink passions of joy and anxiety so strongly - 
'manifested, as on this occasion ; al1 seemed to re- 
gard the ceremony of the 'fol~owing d a s  *as orie 
upon which :their fiture hap'piness. depended. ,I 

/ b - .was , exceedingly 'gratified by the ' eagerness ' uni- 
AI versally shem on this subject, and could hardly 11 
b ! believe ; myself amongst - a people who had , just ' 

11; i .emerged from so many centuries of óppressíon. , 
'1: , _C-- .r 

ri- 

11, I 
i The morning of - thel' 9th. was cloudless, Y and' ' 

1 * <  

- h t e d  -to; the occasion ; it was ushered in by the 
11 1 ringing of-. bells, and, at :four 09Clock, al1 the i 

churches of Madrid +re filled; The streets, . 
I I( [ --- - - -  - , ' throrrgh which , tIie procession was to. pass, were , 

t Swept a id  i ,  matered ; flap, . tapestnes, 'ahd silk 

I draperies, fringed with gold o? silver 'trimrningq 

1 ornamented the houses on each side; the street 
leading to the cortes, was strewed with branche~ of 

i solive, myrtle, and flowers of various hues : the whole 
population of .Madiid,. iind hot less. than twenty. 

1' thousand vi'sítórs, who carne from-the prowices' to 
witness' . thg , kene,. were in f d l  activity . by six 

1 ,  o'clock, <when the space before 'the hall of Cortés 
ti 
1. became crowded tb excess. Before the doors, , 

leading to the galleries appropriated to the public, 
I 
1 were seen hundreds 'of well-dressed individuals, 

1 ' .and amongst them ma'ny officers of rank, wh6 had 
.taken their: station there, long befori day-light. - 

F 

1 
i 
i 



- HALL OF CORTES. 

and exchanging those repartees usual on - such 
loccásions. As the 'crowd increased, they found it - 
neiessary to rise; what* with the effects of an 

-- irdent sun, and'the close contact of So many peo- 

and 1 had 'the . additional good fortune. of being 
literally carried up the first flíiht of steps-bithout 
making i single exertión of m i  own. It is iie&ess - 

, to  say, . that the two galleries, though "capable of 
- containing fifteeh hundred persons, iY6ré filled, 

t b  *overflowing, in a kfewm seconds. ' As - the doors 

%a,, 'by  no ineahs, piepared to -see. As if every - , 

thing ionnected with the prisent státé 6f S@in +as 
dest i id to forni áAstriking contiast with its foimer 
eonditión; thik kdifice was once a, chcrch, but fitted 
up for the Cortes, on their removal from . Cadiz to 

structuie, seems- peculiarly well adapted for the 
- " -  



fO HALL OF CORTES. - 

figiires; Hope sup~orted by the symbol of Chii& ' 
i 

tianity, pdints to Spain, also represented under 
a' female form, at whose Tfeet is seen. a torch, ' 

- the emblem-of paternal affection : underneath is 
a lion grappling a globe, on which both ,hemi- * 

spheres are traced ; and about the center of the ' 

fagade there is a large marble slab, with the follmb , ' 
- ing inscription, in gilt ietters :-THE ~ 8 k ~ ~  ÓF- 

ENACTING LAWS, IS' VESTED IN THE CORTES, ~WITH 

,-. THE_ KING. , A niche on each side contains 'statiies' 
of Patriotism and Liberty. 5 . .  , . , . m S . .  < S  , a  

) .  
Tlie hall is one hundred and fikY * feet fong; . 

_-- - 
. . - by , sixty in breadth. On ebtering the - great - *  - . door, thereB is a platform extending twenty' feet, 

and' .of a rectangular shape : here . a barrier is - 
. f q e d  by two bronze lions couched.on pedestaIs, 

. - -  - -:--and holding a mas'sive gilded bar in their mouths, .- 

- to be drawn aside only when the'Sovereign appears : 
the Deputies enter by. four small d6iors placed on 
the sides. , On- a second platform at, the upper ' 

extremi~, more elevated than the first, a richly 
-2 

\ embroidered crimson velvet drapery, .lined d t h  
ermine, and ' sustained by Cariatides, overhangs 
a throne or chair, of state : opposite to this, and 

< directly over the entrance, is the foilowing inscrip-- 
tion :-THE NATION' IS ESSENTIALLY 'SOVEREIGN ; 

- CONSEQUENTLY IT ,POSSESSES THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT 

OF MAKING THE FUNDAMENTAL LAWS."~ A .  .trebIe 
i 

. a .  . - 1 .  

* Both the above mottos are taken frorn ' the Consütriti6nal 
Code. Vide Chap. 1. and 11. - . . .  < e  r . # 

. <  - 
i . 3 2 "  ' - 
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range of benches, cÓvered with red darnask,'ac~o&-d.d~ /fA 
modate the membeis ; thei-e is a table and chairs 
for the president and secretaries, below the throne. 
.Two rostrums, in the centre and nearly level-with 
the floor, serve fox those who: address. the chair. 
~esidés the statues of wisdQh and-Genius, which 
-occupy niches to the right and lkft' ~f the throni, 
there are seve'ral square slabs,containing bas-reliefs, 
on which some iiemorable' events, conn6cted with - 

thk Iaté war; are. sciilptuied. - Otheri - bear *.thk 
narnes bf Daoiz, ~ lvaréz '  &d. Valerde, ielebrated 
martyrs to the cause of Spanish freedom ;- these y - 

are in -1etters of gold.? Four recesses, at.. equal 
distances, command a full view of the hall and 
galleries ; three are appropriated to the reception 

. . 
of the royal. family, foreign ahbassadors; gran- 

'dees, '~ñd-other .distin&ished visitors : the last is 
exclusively opened for the reporters to the public . 
press. . Foir niches on each side, are occupied by 
statues, ' íe$risenting the cardinal virtues. : : ' Six - 

'chandeliers of cut - glass, are suspended fróm' the , 

- cieling ; and the hall is well lighted, from serni&- 
.culir yindows above the frieze2by which it is sur- - 

rounded.' The -galleries are ipa&ioÜs and 'conire 
* . . 

nient : Beadles are in attendance, to preserve deco- 
rum : : and no money is exacted for admission. G .  .:: - ' 

S h c k  by the superior.'execútion~ of the statues, - 
. I .?  

. S  ., " : , 

* The ~ o r k s  havé simi aerread that ;th'ii -nimes of Lacy, < ,  

'*Porlier, Acevedo, and a few othcr pátriots, .s&ll hc adden, gn 
similar lapidary memorials. : :. :,. . I '  - , . - .  .. . il . . e , . .  t 



and othei scbptÜred .ornarnehts, no less than by 
i 

the taste displayed in the minor arrangements of 
the building, 1 was most agreeably surprised to 
-fifld, on inquiry, that none but- native irtists liad 
been employed. These seemed to have vied with 
each other in rendering the hall worthy of the ob- . 
ject for which it is' designed; and, from sube- 

-' , 
quent information, 1. am led to believe that they 

, were actuated more. by a desire to show what 
Spain. could produce in this way, 'than any'view 

/ 

to- pecuniary profit They are entitled to great 
~praise, for the manner in which the task has been 

---performed, and it is gratif5ng tor.be;tow it, when 
- the object ís so closely connected with the interests 

of humanity. 
, The arrival6f the ~resident,-atGnded by most 

-- --of the Deputies, about half past eight, having call- 
' ea my @ttention away from the embelliihments of , 

the hall, 1 prepared myself for the enjoyment of a 
sight still more interesting. His Majesty, pre- 
ceded by the Queen, and the other' members of 
the Roya1 FamiIy, in state. carriages,' left the pa- 
lace a little before nine o'clock, amidst the firing 
of eannon, enthusiastic Eries of the people, and to 
the sound of patriotic airs. The whole of the body 
&ard, composed of noblemen or th& sons,: rode .. 
before, ahd a regiment . of 'cavalry brought up 
the rear.. When the arriva! of the first carriage ' 

was announced, the deputation appointed to re- 
, , 

ceive her Majesty went out and conducted her 
o the balcony. She was. splendidly attired, and . 
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carne in s~pported by the two Princesses,' the wives-Z!Zlff4 
' of Don Carlos and of Don Francisco de Paolo. 

Advancing to the front, they bowed to th6 De* 
ties and those in the galleries,xwho received theni . 

, with reiteratgd Plaudits. ' A -conviction ,on the part 
of the spectators, that those lovely women exulted 
in the emancipation of their adopted country, en- 
sured,a most cordial reception ; nor, judging from 
their personal charms and the way in. which they 

' 

appe~red to knjoi the scene, would it requiii aii y 
great effort of imjgination to conceive, that the 
Graces h. now descended, to preside at tlie con- . 

r 
1 

i .secration of human liberty ! / 

, When fresh salvos of artillery, .and still louder , 

shouts, announced the arrival of the King, another, - 
- 

, . and more numeróus deputation:went forth, and in 
.about .five minutes, ~erdinand, attended by th6 fn- 
fantes, his Ministers, and a long train of Gran- : 
dees ittached to 'the household,. entered the hall ; 
upon which the Deputies rose, an&&ranged them- - 

selves on each side : a dead silence followed the , 

announcement of his Majesty's approach to the 
great .door ; bÚt no sooner had he passed the gilded 
bar, thann an hysterical burst of joy kesouided 
ihrough the hall, arid appla~ses~mingled with bene- ' 

dictions on the head of the u Constitutional King," 
continued for a considerable 'time after he reached 
the throne. He rnust, indeed, hive been aninsensible 
being,: who coüid have witnessed such a scene un- 

* moved: although inka$able of, describing them, 1 
shall never forget my own feelings &i this occasion, 
and if 1 had reason to think highly of the Spanish 

. 1 



[fi .character before, such a dis$lay of virtuous Gnthu- 
i' :1 
11~ ' ' ;~  

siasm was not likely to diminish my admiration. 

Ilil * .  - 4'erdinand was 'dressed in a blue coat, 'embroi- 

I /  j , dered with gold, crimson velvet waiktcoat and small 
[Itti clothes, white sillr- stuckíngs, gold buckles in his \la Ij j shoes, and a cocked k;at, which h e  carried in his 

el/ j hand : helwore a small kword, .and rwas decorated 1 
tl :, with severa1 ' orders. Previous ' to sitting down,:. 
j f 

:ji 
his Maj esty !testified his satisfaction by frequent 
' , 

ti,, 
111 1 

bows to the Deputies and spectators in the galle- 

1 ~ 1  ries. When he was seated, the auditory became 

\[[ 

. - *  silént in an instant, after which the ,ceremony pro- 
s-,- - -- ceeded. 

1/ 
- j - ;  

i 

11 ~ h e n  the Kiilg's brothers, Don- Carlos and 
4 

j/,6 , Francisco, the miniiters and . óther attendants; ' 
//:: 
IHi I took their places on* each ' side - the throne; 

11; 
1, 

,;, - -  - . - .  - -  the Pesident a id Secretaries advanced towards 
h! his Majesty: on approaching sufficiently near 
11: . to adrninister the oath, they ' held i copy of /i/ ;/ the Constitution before him : placlng one hand 
li/ 

/ j  , on the . Holy ~van~el is ts ,  presented by the Pie- 
1 1  sident, and holding up ;the other, Ferdinand read 

11 the prescribed formula.; upon which; a second 
l~lrj 
l 

manifestation of public feeling took place : .when 
/ / . - , 

silence was restored, the President, who had r e  
I 

i sumid his Place among the Deputieq: addresied 
the' throne, in a speech'in which equal justice was 1 - 

1: : done to the Monarch and his people. . The answer, 
l i  - 

Í ; !  
which followed; was 'read by Ferdinana himself, 
from a written papér, and delivered in a ,very clear 

. .  . and impresiive tone. . ' ,, : S +  . t .  

. L 
. ) ,  , . - >  



A; the unrestrained. jsy of, the~ ~ e ~ u t i e s ,  specd+/& 
tators, ' and .niultitude, . convinceq . me that this . - . 

was a day of general .obliuion ánd @nesty,J also , ' 

endeavoured to forget the melaacholy transactions 
l 

of the last six yeatsi-. Fr~rn: the -*omentk ;of .the. - ' . - , 

. ~ i n ~ ' s  entrance, -tinta he +~etire$;~th{. ,$*een.kept . e  

e 

h&r eyes iivetted.. :oñ; his i~ers*o$ :: &el appeared, 
in  fa&, tós  feéI- that ;fórt;u:qe . , : mqlq &t* cc&fer *a 
greater rblt?ssüig,! thán: in r.thú.s ; e e l i n g  her  to be 
.' present, when' her. huband had 90 effectually: reso- , , 

- -  a 

, . vkred.tli6 lost !affecti~hs Of: hig peqle. . , - : - - 
S - After the ~reiidéat)~,-<e~~.~, i~ which he thanked 
- his Majesty for - the speech. just del&-d, had ter- 

-, minated, * ~erdinarid,:' qccompanied by the ~ u e e n ,  
entered the sabe carriage, and .?me4 followed. by, - 

S the bthir k m b e r s  of the Farnily. Ityas- with ex-, 

--  - "- - k x e m e .  difficulty the procession movea on, so great 
wis the pressure o f  a croGdathat filled the street? 
through which it had to 'pass, - and $e avenues . 

- . . *  . - .  leading to them. - .  a 

In addition to the immense concourse that im- - , 

peded their. passage, the >balconies ,and windows - 
- yére flled hy al1 the beauty of Madrid; innumer- 

able banners waved from every side ; garlands and 
flowers were thrown on the carriages as they passed, 
and nothing was heard but expressions of the most 
enthusiakic loYdtY. , I 2  

1 several: bands of music went before the proceso - , 

sien, playing patriotic marches : the fist ,carriage 
reached the palace at half , past one ; soon after. 
vhich, the populace retired; and festiirity was sus-. 

. , ., 
* < 



CEREMONY . CONCLUDED. 

' pehdéd.till thii evéning, :+hen a general illumina- 
. tion took place; the-theatres were also thrown open 

to' the public, and th2'streets continued t6 -be 
' 

krokded ti11 midnight. - - ,  $ ,  

- I 

S q ~ h  was the reception of Ferdinand VII.'and 
his fariliili, when he Swork to' adhere to the ~onsti-  

y tution, and thus- ended one' of the most impressive . 

. sightS I ev& beheld : it might be called the triuiíph - 

~f ofvirtue 'as well as of freedom, for the people 
seemed to '~entertain only one sentiment, that lof 
securing the$ future happiness, by ideñtif'yíing the - 

interests of the ~overeign with their owri. ' 
, - -  . The kost p&feci h&ionf* reigned thr6ughout 

tKs ahd the folloGing days : it is true that the Am- 
. 

b&sadoy of a neighbouring ' power is reported 
on$ to have been rather dissatisfied, but to ha 

' eva .  manifested his 'displeasure by atteniptin 
break-through a barrier placed in 9 street leading, 
íntÓ that, through which . the procession passed. 
An assassination had also been perpetrated %he pre- 
ceding night on one of the body guard ; but, excipt . 

as mere matters- of histori'cal fact, such isolited , 

iicídents do not deseroe to be noticed, a~nidst' the 
unequiv&al, acbl~rnations of a hundred and fifty 1 -. thousand human beings. 

l 

k .  If 1 have dkeit,. somewhat. in detail, on. -tce 
' events of the gth, it is'because aakAowledge of au. 

8k those~c~rcumstances, however trivial, which attend' 
the first 'efforts of. a people who have ~ e ~ o v é r i d  . 

- -  z ' their liberties, is necessary . for those e wlio . wodd 
. form an accurate opinion of their motives ind bha- 

racter. 
E l  e - 
fx 


