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, a11 the ínhabitants of the place without further gra.~ , '
tuity. . The',only' check upon theman; therefore, is

o the dread of removal ; hut as a medico in Spain is .;, ,
a kind of fixture, this is merely 'imagiriary ; ' ando
the main dependence fans at 1ast upon his goodness
o~ heart and 'accidenfal capacity *. ; . .

'.

. ~ Howfar the ayuntamientos may be guided by conscí­
entíous consíderations ín theirchoice may begathered fr0ID:

'the .following íncídent, Whilst in Madrid, Don .Valentin, my
worthy host, who usually gave me his company every morn- .
íng, accompanying my chocolate wíth rus cigarillo, chanced to

, mention one dayín December, that the Diario .~ad advertised
.e-- that the plaeeof medico Wa8 vacant in a neighbouring villagej

and that a friend of bis; a Iearned doctor 'and an Old Castilian;
:......__-.. liad sent fa ask bis aid in applying for the office. , He had sen! .

hi~ prefensio~s t09;1an~ puttingbis cigaiillo Between his tee~~ ere IIf
. Don Valentín drew out a sheet of paper,.covered every where, '
except on 'd ie wide 'margin to die left~ ~ith neat writíng of a
euríons antíque character, .Here was eet forth the life of the"
applicant, bis personal sacríflcésfor the cause of the altar and,
the throne, bis great merits and .acqui rements; the treatíses ,
that he had wrítten,' and the cures that he had made, in spite
alike of malady and.mortality.: As Don ValentiIi was goiilg , ' ::.
to the víllage in the aftemoon, 1 thought there might be S()ID~ ' .
tbing learned by accompanying him; so, when he had taken

. dinner, we donned our cloaks, and, followed by the namesake'
of the .Britísh minister, the good dog Pito;away we Went'on . .
our errando . A walk 'of eíghr .míles broughr us among t?e~ .
ruined habitations of the village, where .we were not long ~n, .

finding the 'secretery of the ayuntamiento'. He was a 'stout,
well-conditioned little roan, in velvet breeches and doublef .
and .sat with much majesty behind several ranges of manu- .
scri~, Iístening to a group of peasants. ' When the room ~as

v;1clÍlt,and none remained but the secretary,Don Valenon,.
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·.. ·· ,. ·An~ now wecome to the 'cause, .of 'all thes~ coir~ "
sequ érices, and to the moral ~four .story;· The Spa­

nish 'government, 'down .to the last .accounts.was an.

unlimited -monarchy. all .pmve~ aria authority r~~ .
. sidingosterisibly in the individual person of" the

" ~ing, ' who is not supposed .to know any restrictions
' . but thóseof hisowriwil1,~nd thatóf thefaction, '.

· whiél~ lías' restored .him to tl~e nominál-poss éssiou

of'eupreme power, : T his mightj iridividtial cOIIi~ ,

municates... his ' .hehesfs through the mediuriiuf.fivé
secretariesof state. : .H e isnlso assisted in his de': ' ,

·Iiberations by'.'a 'corps 'of worthies, 'appointed ' by
himself and denominated the council of state. .:The

, counciI of €astile assistain aifairs ofstate.and iri
h d . . ' . f . . I I 11 t~li e . ' r1 a

t e ~ m.lll1~tra.tlO~ 0. ·Justlce. í n t ~ p~o:vm,ces . ~re

also various-high. frIDunals', sllchas d ie d iancerles

JUNU\ of Vialla.aolio .and Grariadavfhe coun~il' oíNavarr é

and theroyal.autliences oí Caceres, Sevilla, Valencia, .
Barcelona;' ..Palma jn l\tlajorca,Zarágoz8:; Oviedo; . .

'and ' CorumL ' :In oth ér districts 'and in smaller

and myself, Don Valentin 'open~d the object .oí ,hii .~isl?ión>, :
and 'présented thecredentials ánd pretensionacfhis fríend;:
He said much oí the meritsof the pretender, much also ofhis
generosíty, namíng the sum ·that .hé waswllllngtogiveto hím -.
who would help him to the offlce, This, however, he dídafter
he had invited me; by a wínk of his single eye, to withdrawJ

· for fearof shockingofficial:chástity. · The matter was not yet .
, settléd .when 1 leít Madrid ; .but 'th ére . was no.doubt that the . ' -
rightto purge'and ble~d .~e ~ood'peóp~e of. , ~ ' . ' :· ·~~1Pte. ..
knocked down to the hlgliesf ,bldder. - . ' . , .:... . '-... . .. . ., ~
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placea, .the adrninistrationof the laws and,dispensa- . .

" tion of justice belong to the governors, ,corregidor,es,"

. ·.RI) d alcaldes, , The civiland .criminal j urisprudence
of-Spain is contained .chiefly in 'a code .of'Iawsof .

.:G othic origin, called 'Siete Partidas', :which Alonza .

' J he'S age'cause'd to be·comp~led.i~ th~ .vulgar · tengue,

.and in á second.code, entitled NooisimaRecopdacion;
which contains .those siI¡'ce established, orthat from ,

. time to time ' still emanat é from.fhe throne, The
~ . . .

l~ws'of Spain may be very good,but the great num-

ber oí courts.and appeals, with the ..consequent pro­
tractiorrof suits; ' the multiplicity of judges, advo­

~~~cates, .and ·escr'ibanos, who al! must feedupon.the

litígant-but; aboye aH, the chicanery and merce- ,
·ilary,':vil1any', with')tlie ' :p'o;er q~o of tlfeseJ ~ast, ~o n-;:) é1

swerve and vidate .tliem, tñat j ustice in Spain is no ,
1\ . longer ' Justice ". ,: It is, indeed, as likely to 'afflict

, ' the inju~e~ as the aggresSor and 'the"g uilty ; more
, .so~ pethaps~ i,f, ,trústing ~o ' the j ustice of hiscause,
'the .former should neglect the useof bríbery.' : The
, ~flice . oí e~cribano;., a . species of 'notaryship , is pe~ "

, ':~uliarto Spain-s-God bepraised for 'it! · .A~cording:
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... .Thestate oí law and justice in Spairi mayacéount ~n
'Sorne degree for the horrid state oí crimes th ére. ' Only a parto
.oí .the crímes 'committed are ever brought under the 'cogni­
zance oí the courts; and yet, iri 1826, there were 12S3 roen

.. convicted of murder, 1773 oí attempts to murder, and 1620 oí
-robbery]. .Thís 'ís a 'pícture oí the eH'ects 'oí misgovernroent
and vicious institutions too dreadful forcontemplation. ' .

..



t~ ' Laborde, ' he ~ exercises the functlons of secretary,
solicitor, notifier, andregistrar, luid is theonly 'mé~ '

'diurn' of communication 'bet~een the clíent' and.his '

j udge. . .I Í1 any givén suit, all the ' wrftings orr both
sides areeollected 'together by the same escribano ' ' '
·into a 'volume, of which he' retains possessionyloan-
ing itfrom time tÓ 'time \0 the opposite attomeys- .
He also registers the 'order s and seilterices of the
court, a~d n~tifies théparties .concerned ,of éac1r'
step in' the suit, by reading the: decrees, without,
however, allowing therri to be ,copíed. He only ~~~ ;

receive the declarations' of the 'parti~s, and .tak e the '

, . 'testimonJ; of witnesses;' putting .what questions hé .

thinKs' proRer, and recording' th é answers.as he
, pIeases, without the ,inte9positidn; lan<:l often in ,th~ ~ ~e· e
, .absenceof the'juage. , ,T lie unio~ oí sucn important

functions givesampleroom fordishonestyvand this is
sÜIl farther increased bya viciousregulationjwhich "
obliges the defendant, in' every case, ;t o' choose 'the
escribano of his adversary. 'I f, in con]unction with"
these facts, 1t be ' rememb~red that the escribanos
are ,very numerous andvery needy, and that the

, example of peculation isfurnished 'the~ .by the
higher functionaries, and impunity thus s écured, it,
will not seem strange that 'they are sri notoriously ' ,'

íntriguing, dishonest, and open to 'bribery through­

outthe whole ofSpain. " U pon the whole.ithere-,"
fore, it w~uld perhaps be-better for Spain ir .she

: . i
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wer~without government, without Iaw, andif each
·i~divid~al ~ere ' left the guardian of his own tight~ .'
· ando.safety , ". He might lose a .li ttle protection,
but would besure to escape from a great dea1 of
-plunder, .
.. .T he revenue of . Spain .arises from a varíety of

· dutiesand -taxes, whích .are levied with littleuni­
formity. 'I'he principal sources of it are the im­
posts .collectad at the maritime custom-houses, and
·at .those of the interior for entering cities ; .these are
denominated Rentasgenerales. · Also the 'Estancos,
orogovernment monopoliesoftobacco, salt, .lead,
pówder, playing-cards, and sealed paper. . In ' tlie

......__two .e astiles is theServic'io de millione/I,· .an .ilIip,qs~t .'rall'f. , . Po ( . mpnr~ l · dfl..la Alnél . ra J '-leneupon wme, Oll,.butchers' meat, vmegar, and candles. : .
The ·Alcabala is a percentage forinerly'Ievied upon
eveny¡ sale of lands, estates. .and furniture, In Arra- '

· gon; .instead of the hateful Alcabala, ~.hich offered
· such an insuperable bar .to every species of circula- .
fion, a .single contribution.is paid, which ís equally
divided throughout that kingdom . . .Al. present this
tax is paid in the shape oioctrois, 01' gate 'duties,
Ievied chiefIy on corri, wine, oil, and the other Ileces~
saries of life, This 'ta~ ' is 'of course most onerousto .
the peor. In .townswhich are without either walls
01' barriers the equivalente is levied, assessing, as its .
name .indicates, an amount equal to the production .
of the octroi. '.N a·varre and the neighbouring pro-

, .
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vinces are relieved from many of these 'vexatio~s by
peculiar privilegesof greát antiquity. It is not,
however, the ,respect' of government for ancient
'usages, unless whenItbe a question of legitimacy;
which protects the Navarrese from lnjuriolls innova.. "
'tion, butrather theirproximity to France, ~nd the'
consequent necessity ofconciliation, The 'sale of
the bulls oí. papal pardon and .indulgence produces
an immense revenue in Spain, half' of which .has ,
been conceded 'to the crown, The 'principal is th~

bull of Cruzade, which is issued on thesupposition
of, a perpetual war with the infidels, .from Spain's
liolding the fortress of Ceuta in África. "I'hepos-

.sess,ion of t,his b, u,U, whichU' the ma,' 'sseofa Sp'a, niardsa" y Gen"er'al'l;f'
, . \.:. IVIUr rIt:, icu U J [fdl /fUI

taRe care to huy, as a necessar~ step to Rresenting ' " . ' '
themselves for conim~nion 'and absolutíon, concedes ' .

,thJ\ rigHt ' of~e~ting milk, eggs, ana. butter.during

Lento Thesearticles, if eaten without the bull;
involve the fearful incurrence ofmortalsino The

Flesh BuU,. which isof higher price, authorisesthe
purchaser .10 eat meat duríng Lent, except in Pas- '
sion 'Week. ..The Defunct BuU is bought for the

' benefit .of the deceased, : and is of such a nature,

that if the mime of any dead .man be entered upon
i.1,a plenary indulgence is the~ebyconveyed to his
soul, if it be su1fering in purgatory. '

'Anothe~ branch of revenue is the Excusado, 01' . .
rightconceded by the .church of appropríating in

, o
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each parish the tithes of th'e finest farm, as th~ privi­
lege of the crown, Also the Noveno decimal, or the
ninthpart oftbetithes collected every where by the

" ecclesiastics, and three and a half per,cent, on .such
, ' llatural productions as pay no 'disme ~. .. The ~ili~ ,

taryorders .of Santiago. "AI?antara,Calatrav'a, 'and
, lV,[ontesa, : orig~nal1y 'established, like the knights of
Malta, to fight , the infídels, and which have im­
m.enserevenu~s connected with them>are now in
the gift of the king. The lottery, whichhasofllces .

,.ínevery town in Spain, is ,very profitable. Yetall
these vicious ímposts, whichfoster vice,bege~misery,
and offer innumerable impedimenta to enterprise and
ina~stry, gofor theniost parí' to feéd the hosts of ' "'f' " ' ', , ' rlp;:¡ Ih~mbr:::l I ' er.pr?officers emRloyea in collecting ' tli~m, 'and who are" ,
.everhappY-to 'win1{ .at fraud, wllemit may promote. ',ntheir[ndividualint,er~~ts. But : ~hirty millions reach

, . f he treasury; and these-e-instead of being employed
, in,objects of public utility, in endeavours to restore
agr~culture from .its fallen condition, to .awaken in.

, • ,'T he tithe was oríginally levied wíth great se~erity ; 'the
bastinadoor worsepunishmént being metedout to him who ' , '
should withhold a tittle 'of the tenth which the church claims'.

, ~'~ the portíonof th~ Lord. Asingle clause of the ancient
lawon this subject will showhow Ilttlescrupulous priests

, are as to where their money comes' from. · Thetenth was
unsparíngly exacted from all malas mugeres de lo. que,
~anan ,con su cuerpo, andno doubt the worthy fathers often
mude useof the comrnón ,composition in the collectionof tbe

. disme by paying themselves in kind. ' "

,1
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dustry, to open anew the channels of commerce-s- " '

are squandered for the ·most part i ri : the profusi~n . " o . ' •

and'disp~~y oí 'a court, whose splendor .reaches .an ... ,

excess.equalled only bythe opposite extreme ofna­

tionalpoverty; '. The sums due for loans are, got rid
. of by dishonorablecompromise ;··the debtsofhonor

to thosewho havespent theirIives andshed their ',
, blood ' freelyin 'the ~truggle for independence are '

cruelly cancelled ; ' and yet",'while this Is doing, the
royal family abates nothing ofíts extravagance; iiór:

, . 'does it' ceaseto maintain and annually visit itsfive

magnificent palaces,. :-
'Ori~ .f act 'máy 'serve .to givean idea of the mí-. :

,' serable eon"ditioú"of ~panish flnances, and of the
little c~nfidence aÜaché~ to tlie ·m~~t ~olerriBobÜiJl]:· .' a I;.J

'. ti~nsof' .government. 'l"'lie 'loan sitU's~ribea in

JU'NT Fr.ance, unaetlthe sanction ofits king, and for the '
" .payment of which the quicksilver mine of Almadén '
, is solemnly .pledgedywas atbetween forty and '~fty'

per cent,discountduring mi stay in Spainjalthough;
the interest of five,or six jJf!T cent..has been invari..
ably paid. .. Theidetermination. of 'g()vernmerit 'to
observe 'i~s faith in "ihis,solitary in'st~~ce' : seems, in­
deéd; .:worthy ·ofmore favorable :consideratión. ' For-
we are told in a late CO~8titution,!"elthat the timely.

:'a rrival ofthe frigate Pearl at Cadiz, with a' million
of dollars, ' had relieved govemment oí, the.necessity "

"oí appropriating, thasinking fmid ,.t.o the payment; ,.
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lit of the French rents, Such is the hap-hazard exist-i,n . :' ence 'of Spain; .bankrupt in fortune and in famé, ' .
t:.J -::~dhe g~vde~nmentd' is~~IYI ,ednabfledd bto stadggd~rh~m frobffil ~ 11: ay.to ay, un eríts oa o e t an r lS onor, y
~ !!i the support ofthe c1ergy, who mete out th~ir 'mopey ,
.j..\ .ai the expense of · the most .ruinous' concessions,[1

1
: AIready ..do they demand the .Inquisition .: the '

i j' ': council oí Castile is in .their favor; the king alone .id still clings to his remnant ofpower.But hemay .¡11 . yield; for .those who .ask .favors of thepoor wlith
¡ ! J' money,in theír hands seldom meet with a refusal. .'.1 í " ,IlJ Notwithstanding the decayed state of the finances '
1", ;1,.:..' !,:I,'· ,· . . . in Spain, or rather as an ,i mportant cause ofd~his .'

üecay, she has still a very formidable stan mg, ' f
¡ ,¡,¡ 1 'r: ~ , . f.~ t-:l l l ° a'dí\lh,::¡ Ibr;1 de fJ: :'1 army. , t \COnslsts · o a ( SP en 1 roya guar o{j, . twenty-fiv é tnousan a men, and,of troops of the lineo '
,¡¡Unlf\ 'D . 1\ tlJ\~nd provincial militia, under regular discipline, 1;0 .'!l tne ,amount of fifty-five thousand j . making a total

,
~)I, , ¡,!" oí eighty thousand meno This force is regularly ,.

paid at present; .but with such precarious finánces, .
lO! the .army is.rather a danger than a safeguard to the

,:,' :,1," existing despotism,~especiallyif ít be considered
, that liberal opinions and generous sentíments are
ever first . to gain ground , arn~ng men, removed at ' ..
once from ihome and 'its .prej udices, 'imd brought
'together in 'great numbers, with Ieísureand con-. .

. venience for the discussion ofevery question. ', The
. " moral cQurage and constancy of the Spaníard, not
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. lessthan his physical force, .his capacity t o 'endure '

· fatigue, and patient subordinátion,eombinein'fi~ting
·him for the ' military life. o' . But the ·vieious practice

. . of ·taking ;the officers exc1usively . from among .the

nobles, who are not the rnost worthy andIiterally
noble in 'Spain, instead of allowing "them .to riseby
merit' from the lowest ranks-a system towhich

· .Fra~eejs .iudebted for a Soult, a Bemadotte.ia
Ney, a Murat, and ~ Massena-e-is a , complete im­
pediment to 'military excell énce. .

.: 'I'henavy ofSpain, like .much of'her greatness,
· exists only in recollections ofthepast, In' 1795,it

consisted of eighty ships oí the line and three hun-
·dred smallervessels, with t'wenty .tho,usand mecha- ' ,

• . ' ' . , j ' t le d e a · Id ,
mes·irí the dóek-y"ards;sixty:-foun thollsana se~meIi, .
and sixteen t.housa~d marines. But .suceeeding : '

~l1Twars, ·consequent . upon the 'Prench' revolutíon, .r e- . .
. . duc éd it to half tbis forceyand Trafalgar 'gave the

death blow. Spain may nowbe .said .to have .110

. . navy;' nor ean this .arm of power; be restored until

the primary step' be taken.oí creating a commercial
marine" .As 'forthe modern cien of warof, 'this

.nation, the few stragglers that remain, flying aeross
the oeean, and abandoningtheir convoys to the con­
temptible armamentsof South America, .serve not

· so much for defence.as for dishonor " • . "

. '. - .. In-speaking. thus disparagingly'ofthe 'Spanish navy, .we
sh~uld, perhaps, except the force stationed at Cuba. .under the

. ' !
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! . .. . The famous royalist voluriteersamorint. toith é

numher of three hundred thousand.They consist
-ol the refll~e' of the population, principally :in·tIle .

" iówns and cíti ésyand .are moved entirely by the
-elergy, for the sake of religiónor of money; theír .

, maintenance costing annually nearly twelve mil- o, '
lions of dollars. ' T he royalist .volunteersare better
armed, better clothed, and better disciplined than
militia 'usuallyare. ' Theirfidelity to ,the cause oí '
the church-i-for, ~ notwithstanding their denomina,;','
.t ion, they areher exclusive body-guard-s-is, 1 think, ,
Iess doub'tful ' than 'has -been '·generally' ,8upposed.
Not ' to take into consideration that' spirit of fanati­

·cism which movesa majority of thero; they haje as ' '

,.individuals renae~ed tlíergsél~es o])~oiiouseto justic~ <3

"by' the 'commission _o'f ¡pany crinÍes, impunity for , '

f,wliich, as 'well as for'~thers 'yetun('o~mitted,th~y ,

'can seeúre only by :the .maintenance of their devo-
. tion ; 'asa body they have outraged the whole'Iiberal
'party , and stirred up the deadly hate of índividuel '

families, by inn uinerable assassinations, p~¡'petrated;
, .it -i s said, at, the instigation oí the clergy. .:Their '

only hope of profit, therefore, theír only chance for ­

. .security, is 'found in perpetuating the'present condi-: ,.
- tion oí' affairs. With _these means, then, Spain

command oí AdmiraiLaborde. ' Hi~ shíps ~r~ In ~~~y fine
.order, and, for eíther appearance or effícíency.wouldbe eredit-v
able to any .country.." '
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would .máke .a' desperate war of resistance, espe- .

:e.ially if .we consider the universal aversión to f~ '

,;reign.. interference ;"and, despite the powerfulparty '

of.lib~rals; shouldthe good-natu~ed people of Bri-'

tain take .corripassion upon Spainyand send her "a .
ready-madeconstitution bolstered by bayonets, they .

.-would 'be likely to meet small 'r eward for their .

generosity, '

. It remains for ustoendeavour to form somef~r­
ther notiori of thCsÜlte 'of parties .in Spain,andof

thegeneral .character. and customaof the ..people.
, With this view,: the whole natíon may .be divided '

iuto ~Íie class~s "of riobility~ 'inhabitants of cities, '
p~asa~tr'y':, anCl.detgy ~ ' " The nobility are very n~t "
merous in, Sp'ain, composiAg n~a~~al tw:en,tieth o~ ~th~ raY' Generali~ '
whole population. · ~Heir order- ~riginatea ~J .th e . .

Ul1T timé ,o~ ,the Gothie .inroad, when the whole of the
'R oman popu~atiori was degraded into the condition

" ofslaves, and thefeudal system was fastened upon
, tbe Peninsula. ' ,T h.e Goths were a red-haired and

fair-complexioned race r and hencey .and from ,their

l."arity~ the high estimationín ~hieh.th~se: 'are:~eld
, thróugho~t · Spain, as .a proof of ge~t1e_blo?d , ~~4

Scandinavian origino .T be 1nvasion of the Saracens
brokedown these distinctions, 'and droye,th~ whole

' aristoeraey int~' the mountains of the N otth. , This i~
-t he reáson why, ofnear half a ~illionot nobles that

, .ar~ found in Sp,ain, ;t'wh?le ~oiety be10pgs .to t~~ "

'.
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-small provinces of Biscay and Asturias, where every
· third Plan isa noble, though often onlya sérvant.a

shoe-black.ora waterman ;':-'witness the Biscay án;
· -so testyon the score ~f nobility, wh~ had welÍ nigh '

split 'the heudand helmet ofDori Quixote. When
thetideof conquest began toflow backvandthese
mountains pouredforth their regeneratedand hard­
enedinhabitantsysorne nobles of the oldetock be­
carne distinguished for. theirprowess as commanders
'and .partisans, , These received the waste -lsnds as
tbey were recovered, togetherwíth thesovereignty
or"'towns and villages • . Thusfhe. greater ' part of"
Spain wasparcelled ' o~ t .among the captains, who

· tdok 'part in the conquestyand who Iived and ruled,
each in líis territóry, Mrith ithe state i.lU<l ,po'Yer of a, al

· petty pdnce, 'owning"themselv~s Httle inferior to th~ ,
Rking, who 'was looke~ UPO? as · ~o . he_tterth;anth~

first noble. When not engaged m war with the
Infidels, they:had contentions and -disputes aniong _
themselves upon 'terr itor ial questions or for personal ,
precedence; partieularly during the ininority of a
klng, when . the most :' powerful pretended tu the :

· regency, and made war for the possession ofhis '. ., .person, ' .. . . , . ,.. '
.. Though the' privileges -of the .Spanish "nobility •
are still important, yet their ·pOWef .has 'been weak~ .
ened and : their 'iúfiuerice 'destroyed .by follo',Ving

· the -court,' where they live . luxuriously, and,' ll?t-

. .
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withstanding 'theImmense incomes ofmariy, .are . .

often embarrassed luid pOOl'. They do not live upon
their estátes.ándnot one in a hundr édhas any other '

than ..his .cíty resideilpe. ·: ' A eastled nobilíty anda

cotintiygentry 'are equally unknown in .Spain,
.Thus the dignity and wealth 'of the order are com-

, ..plete1y frittered away and lost in-the.superior splen- ' '

dors of the throne, of which they have bee6me thEi ,

mere satellites; whilst :the countryiadeprived oí
, the 'good which .they might do l>y living "on' their

estates and improving them and the coridition of
the peasantry, in .return for so much evil resultíng , . _
from th~ 'rinequaldivisiori of property. Their pre-: '

,sent effemin'ate and motiveless Iife entirely incapacic

tates the'm too f or tl;1e care,erof. arD;ls,~hi~h t~ey; a ·:,,'("je "P .2' ",
consider alone wortñy. of t~eiT" conditión~ ;Ma,ny of

UlH the nob~es ,aré attached to t?é existing~espotism; .

. from the consider'ation that a change might.deprive

, them 'oí the property and privileges which they en.. '. .

joy tothe injury of tbe whole nation. Others, w~1C)

haveIess -to lose, and .whose better education and ,
knowledge of what is -passing Tn other countries '

hav.e opened their 'eyes to the unhappy condition of,
, their own, 'are ready and anxious for a revolution;

Upon the whole, thé 'Spanish nobility.though with­

out .any .fixedprinciples 01' peculiar policy, may,
when taken collectively, be considerad asbelonging

to the liberal party. , " ' ''~

, .
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. . , ri~h ~s: . ; . ,Thi~ .forms, however, ":the least p~ea~ing' .portien of the .Spanishnation.L'They.hav é ádopted
' ;':'¡ : l" . . much of thecostum é and manners of foréigncó?n- . .¡¡lr!.''.:.:' . tries, andiriany .of. their vices, whilst. they .retain
; ,i: ' few of. thé nobler features belonging to the .cha-

: ~:!...•.!.'.::" . racter .of the peasantry. .' They hav é the pride, the
vain-glorious 'and boastful 'd isposltÍon 'att ributed .'to
tha .Bpaniard. Lwith little-of that sense of honor, .

. '. 'that obstitíateeourage and unshaken probíty.which
forID: his' distinguishing characteristics. , ..... ".,

, .. 'q'he peas~ntJ3f~i~lúqing_ the . i~habitañt~· o~ the r~li
. ":sma}ler towns .and ~ilIages, ?Íl' tHe contrary, .still

.. maintain 'much -of the ilation~l characte~." Their
~ourage~ their vindictivespirit,' .their impatience of

.. control, their hatredof foreigners andforeign inter-
.ference.were all equallyconspieuous i~. the late ·war··
of .ind épendence...; :T heir ·devo.tion to thefaith,of
theirfathersyand theirblind 6bedi~~c~.to i~_spriests~

. : showed themselves.at the same time, ' and sHIlIIlore
in ' the .late sí;uggle .betw éen the .constitutíon :and .
.the clergy, when the latter by th~ir ~ssis.t~ncé.wou~d,.

. 1~~ubt1ess.; hav~ triumphed eventually. .even though .'
unaided by the French. . 'Th~t this \vould p~obably . .
'have been the case, we may infer froIÍl,the.revQl.u~

< • • f _ . . ~ ' . •

. ..
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the .íncárnatepresence of the Virgi~. . Be this asit
may, _Christianity prevailed throughout Spain long . .
before the coming of the barbarians of the North,
.whnwene -either christianized by theway, or else
converted soonafter their arrival. · ·T he relígíon
.thua established.was not molested by the Arabs.~
The .conquered- country still -preserved its clergy
;and even its bishopsj but.as the .customs, manners,
and .language·of theChristians~ assimilatéd thein-' .
selves.to thoseof the .ATabs, their religi~n.Iikewíse
became .tainted with .the .dogmas of Mahomet. . At
length, when the.savage ·M oors"oí the '~lmohadian

---s~ct ; íov.errán ,tbé . cotintry: oí"the Saracens, all traces
of ..~.hristianity·: ;di~appe~red: ~" As, :however, it , :~as I .

.......-- .:J. '::: 11 -r: l: '1t:"':12 11n r,1lín . . A!hli ·· r ,. ' ..,pne él 11grauua y,won.'UaCK uy ;t e \::1 rlstlans, t .eirTellglOn '. .
.recovered the· asceriaancy. ~ana .lJecame .exclusive- .
irhé .·c1ergj , too{~ho. ;had .not -merely. aíded.the
warriorswitl:t 'their prayers, but had .taken :an ' :Rc~ive
par.t :in~ . every battle; now shared in 'the -spoil, .and

. ·received .¡latids; -andeven-:the -sovereignty-of ·town5
&ll(~ ,irillages. .::T his' was .the ' órigin -of -thé secular
c1ergy,:::.in: :Spain, 'and -of-itsrich endówIilemi. :·:·The
regulars .wer é-introd uced- Jong ::after;: as .:·án.ap· ·
pendage~0f that ·da~k and.. :sélf.denYing: devotion of
.tite -inidClle: ·ages wh1ch.Jed·the·gloomy .and. ascetíc
to- :t etir-é 'to ~caves<and'-'8(jlitudes,: ·diere:to .pass 'their.
Ji~s-:iPJ)iéus;exercise~ ánd'unili¿turbed medluitíon ~

. .:Qy ; and;_ ~by: iin:iividLÍaís " .Óf ;this :taste':and :t urn '-of



GENERAL' VIE:\" OF SP·AIN. 339
mind .ú,nited themselves in communitíes, to :énjoy
the godly 'convers~tion . of each other; ando.spend

their .,t im.e in auniformity~f pursuits, .P resently
womenbeganto l follow, the .example and- form

. similar ássoei~ti<;)ns. Nor were .th e;·pious andthe

penitent siowjn bestowing benefactions upon ~thesé

holyrecluses, Those who 'had ':been guiltyor;many

erimes, .too, .when tortured :by .remorseor touched

,hy a .d eathbed repentanoe; 'nowendowed convenís '
upon the mosrmagniflcent scale,' ·to:.receivecheir

·bodies ··after .dissolutiona.with'ehe stipulation that
Eray'ers ;migh t -bé.offered and perpetual masses said
to rescué .the ir .souls from merited perdítíon.. e 'T h irs

ihosé:.commü nit ies .which 'had 'heen .first instituted, " , . ,. a a· . .a o a
as: .asyhlIn~ · for: seIf,..torture, and .macerah on .'were, J

converted intothe :aesiraOIe a.bades of untasked en­
~oyment\ atid~ 'sensual gr.atificátion~· l ..... . ..l : , ' . . ' - .-

~; , It 'isa .painfu] .task to .sp eak .óf the morals of the

Spanis'bc1ergJ"; .iHut .irr a -,eoimtry whefe·.a .richand
liever..;..faiHng;endowment 'holds .out toindol éncé .tlie '

prospecto:of wealtla-unpunchased 'by labor, ~, :where

the hope ,oí ,Ci~il : as' well as ,,¡relig ious ,pref:ermentf

, íurniehes.a .luretoanibition, there-dssurelyabund- .
.ant room forun~Ol·thy inducements; ~ -There Íe '

indeed znuelr .reasofi- to fear .that utterInfldelity iso.
by no ~ meana.uñccmmon; for -in:a CilU1:ch ~whiclr
'lays clainr to'-j~fani'bility, 'and-requ ires ablindbelief .
jirevery.dogmd" .th é transition -trQlil:,chrjstianity .td
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, :'positiv'e ,athéism is not so wide ¡ for 'to disbelieve

" " in part-i-and tl1~re' are, doubtless, sorne ,doctrines ,
repugnant toireason-c-is to disbelieveultogether.
And 'what is the consequence of imbibingskeptical ,
opini óns? ' ~~esthe , unbeliev~rp'rocla~nihis ', in~ '

fidelity, 'and forswéar his faith ? .:BY no rñ-eans~ ' He
continile~ to' fill the sacerdotal functíons ; , for deáth
:;ollI~foÚow 'the ' disc1ósure, .and, 'on~e'a.priest, . .
always a priest. ', The~e are, ' how~ve.r, undoubtedly, ,
many"individuals 'who "devote themselves :t o , t he
church fromfhe purest 'motives. , A young roan '
enters upon'th~ : dutí és ofhis office, for :insiance;

---~ with the most exalted zealendpiety. Yffeis le~as

......_-_ 'á curatéin'to themost iriti~afejnt~rco'tirs~'-:~lth bis ' " '
':parisHionJs~a~á)ásJtI1~rfc?Ib~les 1t~elnlost'.ltj librri~rera l i~

, -espe~ial~y'witl1 therri '~ I , 'T~" co~ressional'" too, .re- "
.1\ nI R.nn :v.eals th: secret workings of hearts made for love

, arid "full oí amiability. . Nay,perhaps 'the acknow­

ledgment of sinful indulgence. shows the weakness
oí the individual.whilsta detail of .the alleviating; ,
preliminaries, not less thanthe clos~ contact of the
Iovely penitenr, .creates a' fever of theblood, and
besets the ' confídant of .these dangeroussecrets with

' , i rresisti~le temptation, ; ',' , ' ,
.,-. I.f 'th é secular clérgybe oí impure morals ' iri
' Spain, there is ' múch "reason to fear 'tbat tbe re­
gúlars 'are still more so. ' Thernonksgo freely into

, "the world, un'd .a re also employedias éonfessors,
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~ though \h~y are '.disl íked for: their :filthiné~~, ~nd
their w~t of that urbanity whicii'i~ only 'acquired
,by" the intercourse, ,of society. :,Tbe nuns, ,io"be '
sure?'pass their .lives in perpetualseclusion. ' ,A (ew; ~.

perhaps, enter their -prison-house 'froÍn ,3. sense of
"devotíon ; but, imÍnured 'for'e~er~ ~fter '~,short no- '
.vitiate, ' d~vbtion .may sometimes die," ere' worldly "

.longing be extinct. : ' ,W hat , conscientious. obliga...
, 'tions can they feel who .have become inmates of

nunneries fromprudential considerations in· a.Iand
'where theestablishmentof females is.eheckedby
the decline bf population P' or who havebeen eri-

, ti~ed by parental solicitation, or encaged by .parental
:-crue1ty? ,' As f~r the cOIi~Emt..walls, and bolts and

bars, tBey' are ' ineffectual i~pediineñts -when . the / G e 2
'pas~~ons 'aré arousea.: ~ Tli~ugn there may oe few ' , ,

JU'Nl\ U.ca'ses. of 'niona,stic .dereliction : ,on:. rec?rd. e~tiall! '
atrocu)us with that of the capuchin of Carthagena,

, , 'who, .~hen he had gained the .reputation of asain(

, .Inthe convent 'of uuos tó whicli. he wasconfessor,
made use of his influence topersu~de ' the ,"sisters

. individually; . to :the numberiof" thirteen-e-the re..;
' ~ainirig 'four, 'of the flo~k.béingold and ugly--:...that '
, the Saviour had appeared to hiriÍ. in the :inass, 'and '

granted dispensation of theír: vows oí' ehastity in his
,.favor as a .reward for their devotion, ami.that .they .

,' ~might becompletely associated \~ith, hi~, in ' love. . . '

yet the manner in- which .t his horrible saé~iI~gé. 'and :'
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debauchery was pünished .by the Inquieitíonv.with .
only "1iveyears: imprisonment in . a convent of bis
.order , would show Iittle ~bhorrencefor the enormity,..' ,.
Ltseemsj.indeed, that it is not enough that thécon- .. , .
'vents'j n Spain shouldbe, as they undoubtedly are,

" the abode ofwaning charms and .wasted powers, oC ' .
", misery, misfortuneaánd unavailing ,regret ; there
, can beJittle: doubt that~íf ñot souníversallydefiled

'as in formentimes, theyareyef the frequent scene
'oí sensual Indulgeúéeand ita- ª,ttenda~t crimes.: . .

With all this, however, the immense.number of .
the eccl ésiasties in Spain, ~tnQunti~g' to aboubone

~__'_and a .half per. cen.t ó oq tbewhole populatíon. .and
their..corresponding-wealth, ·:give. them igreat -im- "
pórtancé*. : ~n~~ed;) whn~j :t.he:@obilitYel.ofi Sp~Í1í;enpro tl .
who are three t ime$. a:& ~l1Ü:m'etQu$~ anO. wliose~ pos" .
sessions are infinitely more' extensivejhaveno.in- ,

·nt ·J\ .fluence in .the.cobduc~ of puhIic,affaitsj .the ~lerg:y;
onthe contrary, may,be. said todíreet .eveej'thing :
at willr-. They are the best. eeoñomists in· Spain.

", Their estates are .usuallykept' <in gdodorder1lmd, '
. ' though ,they have been" despoiledon , e.vel'Y .hand
-d uring ~~e 'late warsithéy are already .able to ad..
, minister from time t ó time :to the úecessíties of ·the '
state. , T hey nave astill 'gfeat~r' sourceof conse-

, • There are.ihSpaih~ be~ides 8e~;án'ts, ¿ext~ns;'and singers , .
attached to the relígíous establíshments, 60,000 ' seculars) ,
;~O,OOO monks; and nearly 3,O,O~O nuns,

. , "
.. '> ',:
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quence.and considerationin thepower which .they ·.
exerciseupon.the minas '0Í: the .peoplethrough thé
medium. of religión. ' . Superstition has' ,ever heerÍ a: ' _ "
characteristic oí: the Spaniards; and their: present '

,, exclusivefaith, 'soJ ong 'fosteredby .the .I nquisition,
,has a swáy, whioh, until the hite convulsiona of.the '.
Península, may .be ' said tó 'have';been ·universa.t; '­
The skeptic spírit of the Frerich Revolutiouhas ex- :
tended ,to. Spaín in a: partíal degree,'and irreligión

. has 'gained sorne "groun'd_:aIriong íhe irthabitlÍnt"s:óf :'

cities. rwho,. as might-be ,:expected/ psss from th~il'
,late::extreme ,:oí big ótry..and '; supérstitionrto-: the '

, opp~~ite ,bne oí; utter 'infidelityi :.' E veli :in.Madrid,
liow.ey~r, the . .eurates . stilligo r(nlnd"'ev~r:1>L~nt ,' ,
among:t~eir, párishioners te> see"t liat tlíey hav'e'h'onia ; .J P

, ,fessed: and received , co~inunioni .:wh'ich :ÍñéY:: ~!;'ce~

JU -IR, tain bYJ means of printéd checks, .which. ate,,'giveIi '

, ,by the ecclesíastic who administers ' the,:sacfam~nt

This practice iS,',saidin modern times' to ,:'háVé '

given ríse. to . a':very" ~scaÍldalous' custom;" Prosti­

tuteaahdrpoorwomen are in the:' habitof goirlg­
round to a number oí ,chúrches aríd ; ~hapels: to
confess and take the sacramentr ánd ' receivé ·thé

, correspondíng checksj.which they afterwards seU'1:0 '
those whoywhilsttheyare unwilling to resort to thé
confessional, are 'y~t' afraíd .to incÜr the disple ásure ' .'

of'the clergy.'.' But' the 'gre~t stÍ'ong-hbld bf 'thé ' ,

church is the peasantry and.lower -orders, ,~h6 f~rni , :

"

.' " , 1

"
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the mass.of the nation, : "I'heír irif!uenceover these"
,tbey endeavour t,~ maintain 'bythe'e~terior '.displáY ' ,
of virtueandhumility.iand ..by.the exerdseof"cha.;. ;
rity, returning to thépoor ii portien oí what ~ the1
haveoriginally ·pltindered from them 'by the opera­
tionof injurious privíleges,' .With a similar view~'

"the curates .mingle.much among theír flocks, .takirig
. an i~térest in alltheir con óema.and -giving goo~ "

advíce ,~hen it js~ot .their interest to givebad.
~- This frequent and familiar interc óurse _makes them .

great adepts in the art.ofpleasing, and it isespecially
bymeans of ítthat.they.are able to move the minds

__-_of the .females, and thróugh them.of the whole.~om~
, lll1;mity ~ ' , The .confessional . is, however, the 'great

~--. engine,of t~~i~ p.o.wer . ' /f hrough this~they->beSOIue ne!"alífE
~cquai~ted"n ~t- ,: '~nly ' ",itli :wlíat ,is ' pas~iIÍg in , the -
;world,...butalso .in men's mínds r k shows themnot
pnly "sn that" has" been done;b'ut also all ihat is

, meditated. , , " ; t ':: ; _ , - .

, ' ·.- The strong control .which .the c1ergyexercise over
aH the concerns of -state _may be -attributed oto,' the
sovereign .influence . which ' ; t~ey 'possess upon 't he

, mind of .thenation, and _to the operatíonofan oh;;.
vious principle, the foundation 'of 'libert y ,in coun.:. ,
tries whereproperty is dulydívided, 'that those who
contribute to the treasury of agov'~~n~eÍ1t willhave
anauthoríty in its councils, ' : Lhave. been eredibly '
j~form~d that. the interest which tlIe .Spanish elergy -
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.·ia'ke tIn.politicsÍs.sodíreer.th át .they even-have ins­
díviduals .: or:th~ir, . ; ·b()~Y~ charged with 'particular
branclies..of -tha.public .servicec.r.They.receivesand
despatch .couriers; and :are .oftenpossessedvby.news-

. papera .and by the correspondence whichthey main­
tain .with the whble :.wodd~.:6f-iriteiIigence,: before .it · .
isknown .to.the .visible government. .·:Thechurch:in
Spain forms indeed a .species of freemasonry, ' ~acting ' .
in secret; ' and effectíng the most Imp órtant .results
by .th át. perfect .unity of will ánd ·.sentimentwhich
sp~~ngs" from a community of interests andofrom spi~ .:
ritual s úbjection. .·Their.ignora~ee, thoughtrueof

..die .oody.. collectiv élyr does by no .means apply to .:~ ,
th:ose 'crafty [ndividuals who direct 't heir' concerns, .. .. . . .:

and who, tho .gh imneard and l~nse~n, áre .e~tremel~ra yGeneral.if! \
well informed of toe contlition' ,of tlíe :\Vorla · 'ana of
the geper~l'l~~licj of its different nations, :..W e. aré . .
not,'therefore; ~h(m .we see a.decree of .the Spanish
government '.breathing . a . spirit ófbigot~d' Intole-'
rance, to~s?ribe it tothis or thatministervbut rather
to someunseen :bishóp .or father abbot b éhind the
curtain. !'; '; ' . .;' .. , ;': ¡ '~ :, '.:::' . ~ , .. .. .

. . .Fr~~ .thése _causes, 'then, .andonot -~rom . the sove.. ,
reign WiU'9f a singleindividualcoriginate those per... . >

seeuting decrees and apostolic .denunciations which . . .•
have brought on Ferdinandthe appellation of bloody

· bigot, :and . aH the ha:d n~mes .in the c~lerid~r . 'of . '
abuse: There is much reason tobelieve, ·~n. the ~on~

-. . '
\ .

. ,, '
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t;niry~t1ia.t..be caros little for religionrúndthough,
byway.of Hatteringthe clergj" and.the nation, .líe o

. may :once havamade a petticoa;t ·forithe Virgin
o Mary, yet,'ifthe 'tr~th . were .known, he" would doubt­
lessbe-willing to do.Iessfor her ládyship·than for

, any living Manolaor .Andaluza.. orl 'he characterof
. .'.the. presentiking is indeed ·liidé'.known "in foreign

: countries.where, fromthe mere fact of being caJIed '
.ElRey.Ab80lutO~ every thing ís supposed -to.ema- .
nate from hís .índívidual will. . Bis characteris not, .
in fact, so mucha compound of vices;'asmadeúp of
a few virtues and om·a~y.w~aknesse3~·, :: He o is ready
to receive the meanest subject ofhis kingdom ;and .

~--.- is said to be,frank, good-humored.acceesible, 'cour-
t~oús, .and)i~gly,.irr an oúnbsííardegree.~h (~é will eralíf .
Iisfen atténtivery to .tH~se ;wlio'appeaI lohim,appear
convinced ofthe j ustice of what they ask, :andpro-

"' mise compIii:mc'e, ,~ith~ut everfhinking agáin 'oí .
, the matter; ,..~acilitY :is: his .great f~iblé; ;andyet

is haoccasionallysubject .to .irtit:ability,: and dís- ".
posed tobe wrongheaded ' an~ háve"his"own,wáY;to
the nosmall inconvenienceof those who lllldetfake .:
to direct .him. '. The"falilts of Ferdinand are partly :

.natural,partly the effectof ecluc"aiíbn: ,. I nsú ad"of
beíng trained up arid nurtured with the care tieces-;; "

:sary" to fi t him for thehígh stationto which he was
, bom, ' his .youth was ' notonly neglected, but. eV~If .
purposelyperverted, , '
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" ~·Godoy~ whose vi~w~ : were of" themostambitious '
kind, .took great p~ins:.t~".débase .the eharacter.iand '

, understanding ~f Ferdinand. . ,·W ith:ihis.tiew, 'and , '
partly perhaps toget, .rid,ofhi~,dw~ cast-:~ff:é:o\lrte~ ' ~
sans; 'henot.only .abandoaed -him withoutrestraint : '
'to t he:.I:Qling ,passion of his familyc.but even.threw
temptation-in ,his way; "well .knowing the 'debásing':
effect of thos~ ' early indulgencés.which ,sap .the.moral
and physical :ertergies: :óf youth.: Thus 'a life of .un- .
interrupted s~ns.tlalitY.hasdeadened every manlyand '
gellerpils. s(mti~~ilt~ ·, " The , pe:rs~n .of the ,kihg"was.:
noble "and ·prépossessi~gjn . lllsyouth~ whenihe is .
sajd toohaye been.the most gracefulhorsemanófhia
~ing~om,. ;,' In ¡SOS he::wa~ .the ídol of.every heart. '

.¡I),the ~atiOI1i : lIa~ .he ,' .put ;prov éd ,w.ortÍiy ~f; this . '.a J . ::

.devoteclloyálty; Sp~n.:woúld pr.~sent .us witli a. Hif~ ',' .

(erfn~SBectacl~. : · Erén:now, thoÚghñ~s ~ersonhas ~.
qecoI?e gross.by Jong .indulgenc éyand hIS .featurea '
!Jeavyand seilsual,yetjs.his ;app.earance:still rather .:

",pleasi~g than otherwise... .There .ís .about,him.a l óok :

:. . : qfbluntgQod.:humor : ~nd roughjollítyywhich gíves..
.' a flat ·de,nial to th~ cruelty .ascribed :tó. ,him..: ::He ·i~ .
, , ~ajd to .have 8; Ieanlng :::towa.rds :Iiberalism-c-weak; "

pe.rhap~; ':in:proportion toothe. ineffioieney of his cha- : "'
racter, yet .., rendered .p robable by' the fact, .that :he, ;
is now more detested bythe-:fuling party; 'andact-, '

ing under much 'more r~straint, .than : j~ the - most- '
, ~Qist~rous' periodof the Constitution; ; . . '

. · 1
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; :,"f hé heit ofFerdinand and ,hi¿ probablesuccessor
is his~ brother Don Carlós. ' ~This is a very different

. man....:,Of a cruel dispositionand fiery temperament,
he ;~l{~e:r is or pretenda to be 'a very gréatfaIÍatic~ '
,Heñ¿'~, he , is the ídolof the ,clergy, 'who have:~~q"e "
.more than oneattempt-to raisehim to thethrone
b/ popular ,''conspiraCies, ,and who 'wait ' with .Im-

, patience for the deatboftheIncumbent, -. .. 1 'once'
hearda priest.in boasting his qualiflcationsy.say,

, 'that 'pe wouldmake such another king a~ Philip 11.:
, Shouldithis :prove , true, ',Spain has 'before' her a,
blessed futurity. ' ',Hi~ ' title will be Carlos Quint~; ,
aod he must ,be' either 'very 'g~od or; very ba,&, ,iu'

,order 1:0 -avoid .insigniflcan ce.:" As for his fIgu,re;jt
is wórse' th~? ·;~qntewp.tiblé, ~ith áface)tt~~glj." e:x~r3 ~ ¡fE
pressivé of malice; có~¡'dice" lind irritabUity. :':: .' . .

" , .: 'Dori Fr~uCi'sco ,is the thírd brother '; a little, fat,
.. .' 1\1.: 'good-nátu'~ed~l~oking man, wíth Él red blotch'upou'

" his 'face.' ,H e ' is saidto b~dÍlt~lligenhpaints'with' "
considerable "skiil" and 'is agreat chess-player, '.: As .'.

.his legítfniacy~~ásfirst'acki1bwlédged'by th~ 'Co~Ú~s" : '
, he is supposedto have a leaning towards 'die abo-" .

Iished system,". 'H e does .notresemble either óf}#~' , .
.brothers; ~md 'therecan be .Iittle doubt that eilC,h '
had asep áratefather auiong '-théhostwhoin the old,
queen admitted · to: her ~'t.ávQfs·:~favórs, ' however- :

, they can' .hardlybe ca:lle-d; ' if \Ve 'eonsider eith~r.',
her ill-looksor her tácility.· , :Notwithstandingth,e ~r '
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shameless rnannei' .in which .~he,' attempted-utBa-'
yonne to .invalidate the legitinia~y; 'of F erdinandi
therecan.beHttledoubt.Trom:bis .resemblance to
'Charles IV., .thathe alone of the jhreeIs.the.real
'sonof hisputative father, .: :. ..' ' . , .... .

.. .The whole house may be consid~red 'a' very d~..· '

generate race-s-partly perhaps fromthe .nature of
• their edúca:tio~' ami the.habits of the court, partly
from su~h 'constant ' intermarriage wit~the' same .

families~ : It~asb~en ,muc~ thefashionwith .them
to take wives from the house of Brag~Í1zá;':from'

. conformity of language .arid ' manners, ,or '~ perhaps '
:w'ith .~he p.olitical view .of reannexing that.fine strip'
'otth~ Reninsula .to ;t he Spanish monarchy• .' ;Fer... . . "
"dinand; :after the loJ; : oí his {firs"t"queen; ..in~rri~d)r¿¡ } G

, 'lVI aria .Isábel de Bráganza; non:~ar1ostóók ~n~tHel' .
JU T.·sister,-ior .wHo~ Ferdinand, in his penchant.for 'the

farnily, is said . ~~ hav~ .cherishedenincestuous in¡.'·
clination ;and'an' uncle of the royal brothers.Don .
Sebastían, ~ fourth~ ' th 'e ·preseni ..tit~lar , Princess' of .

J3eyra~ ;, "'Thus "t bis :' princess .is, at.the same tiirie~ ;
aun~ 'arid ; sister-in-law t,o Ferdinand by marriage,
.She is hisniece by.lJ~ood, for thequeen-mother 'of

':p()rt~g~l is"bis sisi~~, . ~~'~ y~~ herson .i~ hi~·. cou¿iu~
Tt was. vperhaps, to checkthe deteríoration resultíng
'froin't his lnoilstr'~lis stateof things, 'that'Ferdin'átid

. ' ~ougbt' hisiast ~.ife·In Sa~~~y. .: The pbo.~·princ~s~~

. ', fa~ed to.become -thewife -of Fe~diti~~d;~arriv~d·~·~n

GENERAL 'VIEW OF .S?AIN.
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'Spain . young, gay, .sprígh tly, and fascinating. . A .

picture ofher which hangsin.the p álace representa ;

.a :perfect Hebe. Shewasniet .uponthe frontier by
the .escor t appóinted to receive .her, .separated.from
herfernale fríends and confldants, stripped .ofall .

that ~ould~e'rnindher'of home, even -to her.apparel,
asd given .over-to thecare arid .conversationiof a

. bevyof ;ugly old Iadies. ' , :She soon abandoned her . :'

.soul to the .priests.and friars, by -whom dt was beset,

and is 'n'ow p~riing .away, a ~prei to .fanaticism .and
melancholy.. . ' ,

.Thoughit hasbeerithe chiefdesign ofthis.work .

tp ;oonv.ey :.some 'notion of Bpanish character ' arid .

__-'__ ' maiiners', through .¡{he .m'ediúrnofri~rati'v~, 'yet 'it . 'f
. ' . u t: ft. 'I.:., . ~ . ·f.,·1 o ] fA. li~m . · r"-1' (;; ;)neraltmay:not ne.amrssuereto.enumerate t epecu larItles

. :: -of .ithe ;difFeren't provirices," and llie 1leading .traits

~ U · :" ·Dt · 11DJr which'· are .icommon to théwholenati éa. ' : O~r te~

. . markswill applychiefly ;to .the .common people, as
it 1S:orrly among theni -that tlienationaJpec~Iia~ities

. maybediscovered. ": It .haabeen iby' ,no Iíieans .uri~

commonto .describethis nation colleotively, .and',ta
,.say, for instance-'-' ·Tne Spaniard Is .short ;and thin1

~ . ' .• Since ..dead, andreplaced by .a Neapolit~n príncess, ~i~tei­
to the 'kíng's fírst wife, and to the '~ife ofDon ·.Francisc~. '
The líberal .panty ate :ver.¡ anxious that xhe 'kinlr should have
~ssue,. so, as: to exclude :the 'bigot DQn.Carlos Tpis.isno~

no~. unlíkely, as the 19n9 hasannouncad by .procl~ma~ioÍ1 , the
fIou~shing . co~ditio~. of :his wife, and called upon all_good .
Spaníards 'ín both.hemispheres to:pt·ay.:fora :happy deliverY·l
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, . with .an olivecomplexion; .He is :grave and -digni- .

fi:ed,;and:has.th~gra~es.:- : .Hisdress.is bláck, .with
'a .Iow and slouchedhat and.an ample.cloak, under .

, whichihe carriea a vety lorig, ~ :swórd, which he
' ha~dles withgreat dexterity," Yet nothing 'can
be .morercalculated ," to .convey false: Impressions.
What, .indeedc.carrbe . more different than .the .cos­

tumeof the different .provincesP v-Coutrast ,d~e ,red

cap and longp'antaloón 'ort4e ,Catalan. 'with: the
airy braga ,and pendent blanket, of the neighbour..
ingYalénciatÍ, :the' clase 'suit and-jauntyattireof
,the Andah isian with . the .trimk .hosa.and leathern
cuiras~:of~the Leones; .orthe sheepsldngarments .of
tp.e M~nchego :. ' :Yet :if their ' dress "Iie .diílereut,
th~,r, cónstitutibns,tmd cliaraeters a¡'e.e~·uállyyarious;

'.rhese :vatiations líuiJ (.partly. : ;b~ attriliut~d, '.to .t he ,

'll\'?'p'po~ite .,origih :o~ th?~e ~'w~o" h~~e ~at ,, ~i~e~e~t , _pe..
, rlOqs ~cóhqúered ,and .colonizedéeparate porti ónsof

{he .Peninsula-c-people. frbm; .Scytbia" '.Scandínavia,
Greece, '·A.frica;· 'and Arabia;';' vax.iety.<of climate,
toe, 'j ri a -ceuntryof -mountáinaend: valíeys, :has .
doubtless -done somethirig ;':bút .that. these striking
áistirfctions ' shoüld :he :maintilíai d" in;'faee of" each

'.hther.'durtng :'s6' ; 'many'~ ~entur.ies· "caÍ1'¿mlibé 'a~ ,
"countedfor by. the poverty'of intérlíaI communica-

, . tions 'In: 'Spain. checkíng intercourse 'bétweeIl-' the '
proyirtces; and ,by'the deep-rooted pFejudicesof all
for ~hát tlieycalf '.:'(Our anoient ¿tÍstoros'~:":':":,Nue8~

t~b8. itintig1!(iicodtúmbrÚ~" : lndeed~:injjhysiognomy;
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