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.beyond ..the water to struggle with the Romañs -rOl
. -a foothold i':l.Africa. ," T he .kingdom of the Visi:.

goths, ; with thaexception of Gallicia, .inCluded:all
.Sp~in . and 'Narbonn é ,G aul., : The feudal system .
.now ~allÍe . to increase .the horrors .of thisde~óted' . ~ ",

• ' . . .- .

.Iand . .' The .new kíngdom was split into dukedoms
~~counties,}o.reward. the captains who had been

. .raiséd to rank by' their superior feróeity.whilst the
meaner soldiers assurried the estates'of the.Romans" .
~nd Spaniards. .degrading the proprietórs .into the
condition of slaves, Such is the origin of nobility­
What contrastcan bemore pitiable th~m is .offered

~~--lJy the iate .flourishing; .and now blighted. ami fa~
'~shed c~nditionof. 'unhappy .Spain P _ . ·.Th~ .noble•. .

~----~o~únients; 'qeoicatedl riot3[ess to ftisef~lness~ t~an era l íf
bea~ty,. whicli rose on é'v~r~ hartd .foj ustifyJloman

,11 .úsur:p.~ti~n~ a~e: ~~:v de~o:is.~'~d~o ~estro! , ~he re- . .'
,coll ectIon of happier destinies. .' The statues of her

, benefactora, 'the .bustÍ3 of her own :great men;"are .
dashed froID th~ir pede~ta]s; the halls .and·tenfples, ·.
which .fu~nished. living ..imitations .'of . the ·" faírest. . . . .• . . ...· \·1 '.
~tru:ctures , ?~~,Bteece,. · gjve place to gloomYma~ses,.

.towe~ng UP~~l'q~: in.deflanee of grace.and beaúty~
lit for .the us~s~of:a faith to .whieh' the converts .had
..i.mparted ,~th~l; ::~~n .'ferocity ~ ' ,:;,Dé~astatedJiel~!· .

."randemoking .Ó eittes now furnish : forth .~he ::land..
· · .~cape.. . ' : :Y . _( :": '

1 .But víolated humanity :did noL c~Y:in· .v~n for
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~engeance: " The 'day óí retriblltion wás at hand, :'A
new power hád risen in theEast, the bírthplace of so '
manyreligíons ;-:and, urgedby theimpulseofa novel

'and popular faith, :had OVeITUD, apart of ,As~ 'a nd
:Africa, 'stripping' the Romans, Vandals, and Gótps
of their possessions' in ,Mantitania: ..N or did the Sá~'

racens' pause, and re~t satisfied at. .'the extremity ~of

África, 'wli~re So, narrow a space ~fwater alone re-,

mained between'them andthatbeautifullandofwhích

they h ádreceived sueh flattering descriptions.c'There. '

wasmuchto call them 'over ; the dísputed successíon ,
, between king Roderíck -and the .sons of Witiza,:his ' . '
predécessor ;', the 'disaffect ion ,of 'a powerful faction '

hí :favor," of the exiled princes..with Count -Julian, : " . _ "
son-irj-l~w to Witiza,-,aI,1(l ~he '9isliop COppas'at (their . ' r 'Gén~" ' I I ' f
head;' the destructióii of su tlie 'stróng',pIaces'in the
kingdom:,.-wh~ch :the Iast 'king 'h~l(l ordered, 't o pre- .

vent 'the rebellion ; '"the degenerácy ,of .the" Goths,

whose seri~ual lifehad 'reduced ~~em' toa 'shamefuí :

state :of ~treminácy ; .' the earnest invitation ot the.
bppreSsed and plundered Jews,.wh~se·allcestorshad
Come .to ·S'páin when tIerusaleJJl .was taken 'byNe:.· ,
huchadné'zzar,,'and. in ,s till ~ greater:numbers "at'the '

time of its totaldeinolltiori by'l'it,us, and who now
. m'oriopolized all the wealth and Iearning óf thelandj
but,, 'abov~.all, theabject conditioñof thenatíonat : ~' "
Iarge, weary of slavery; and ready .andwilling' to '

change á stat.~' whichad~itted' ~Of.no;deteríoratlon.
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These -are the .motives: which. iin ,711, ' induced
·,M usa, the' lieutenant .of .the Caliph in : Africa,. to
sendTari~ov~r totryhis fortunesand Informhim- .
self oí thepossibilityof aconquest, ~~ ".,,::<,<'.~ :'.,<,
,: : His success sti~úlatedtogÍ"eater~:~~er~ions..:.T aric

· erossed again 'with ámore suitableforce• .T .he'.báttle
'of 'Xerez was .fo.~ght añd .won: .th é power and spirít
~f the 'Hoths -..were ·broken : . none :rem~iiled -t ó. be

. ÓvetcomébuLthe .d égraded Spaniards,. .who :.still
' . 'preséived . th~ Ianguage . and 1manners 'oí: 'Rornans

.with burIittle of the Reman valor. '. These,asto-
níshed .at , the ~odel'átion .of thenew -conquerore,

___",_iwho', ínsteadof destroying ev.erYthing, as theGoths
· n acl' done, :'sóugh t rathei .topréserve'all.thíngsín­--------o'violáte~ an~:.allo:Wéd t1i~~pe~ple, trimove, away: t:i'e~lyperal

oi toremaíii i ll tbe possessioil,of property,.priv~éges,
,an4 'r~ligí?n; with the condition,of payingacertain ,

. ; .· ..ta.~, - :.whi.ch ·was . not exorbitant.e-sturnéd gládly:to
· 'this-new and ,more auspicious domination. ,.'The ' '

-Goths and sorné oí,the clergy took. refuge.ín the
mountains oí , th~ .nor th '; henée.it is"thát.evel1;'at '

· .présent. .~ore than three.quart érs '.of the ,Spanish
nobilityarefound in Leon, .Biscay, -GalliCia, 'and
-Asturias ; that priests ~also there abound iU 'greatef

· .numbers 'than.elsewhere, .' .The abandonmént of-tJ1e
,:.coilquered countrywas; howéver, .by 'no meáns ; 'g~ "
, .neralumong the clergy• . They remained undis~

turbed .during céntúríes; until the inroads ·,?f--the...

" .. .
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barbarousand :fanatic :M óor's"towards theclose oí
the 'M ahometan ' domirratíon. ;" T heir ' bish~ps con..
tinued .to ~ 'exereise' their .apostolic functions; : ami , '
-evén-tohold councils, :' Thé',.inass of 'the .people
remained.: " Many-'continued'.,to. practise . the :faith
and observe the1customs .oftheír 'anc~stórs ; ' bu~ : . '

more,, wonby-theindífference of the .conquerors,
whomade-small endeavours :forthe .conversionof

, their souls; readilyembraced 'a religionwhich pro~, '
, mised much bliss in 'thenext world at''the expense '

of,little -sacrifice in ihis.-"A ,new Ianguage -was 'n~w '

introduced hito Spaimand nvers,mollniains;,p:r()~ ,

vinces" ,alÍd-even thewhole Peninsula received n~w
or modified 'natlleS, ;more 'confórmable to 'thegeni ús , ,

or caprice,' of 'theP~nq~eror~~errrn?s : , t~e '. ge~f~raia_ yGerier~tl
ap'p'ellation of Hispimia;::~vliicn descen(ls Íroro the " "

Ul1H\ remotest ' -antiguity; ~:was"excnariged :forthat of All~
. daluz, from the province of Vandalusia, with which

the Saracens 'first carne in ,contact.' .Most'oí these
, names ha~e trirontained themselves -with' ]ittle'vari~ ,
atíonto thepresentday:;i( " J ~.. ; . ':(.;:,< " ;i : ~- : ,<," : ,'::,.,; .0"

, The dominion' of the Saracens:.thus establlshed '

,over .the largest-~and -fairest: portion ~fthe 'Periin- ,
sula: contínued to own allegiance for halfa century
,to ,the caliphofDamascus, °i~ 'w:hose .riame thé con- ' ;
quest ,hadbeen made~ o Butthe remoteness.ofthe.pro- .'

vinee frotil :the 'metr9polis, ~~d' the ambition 'of rival !
.chiefs, 'gave rise to 'endlese. dissensíons, :until some

, .
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ófthemost enlightened .and patriotic oí the -,Spa)·,
nísh Ar~biáris' detérmined, .as the only means.oí se~;'
curingtheir conquest, to erect it into an independent ...

' e~pire. ' .F ortunately thé~e .j et remained a single :.
, p'rin'ce~ of the unhappyrace of.Omar; escaped from

. ' : the cruel massacre .oí all his family"and now,wan-.
· deringa houseless exile among the savages o(Africa.. ·

'This 'exile -was ·Abderahman.: . He.' was invited to
pa~~ overínto Spain, andoplace himself atthe head
of.the newempíre of the .West. ; ~ Obeyi.ng.tpe,sum.. .
.mons.-he Ianded at once in 4ndalusja~~~tten,ded ;by' -:.
a -trusty .' band:·o f.,those brave Zenetes; .who had

_...----_· leJ;l~ ~ip;1 : pr~tectiOIr .:;m~ hospitality, .:: .A bdé! 8:hman)::
~llo,l;1gh ,yQu.ng._a~d breve and .sensitive, wasyetold
iQ,!~a~ : ef'P;er~i~l:l.ce ' w,hi~hri~Lbe~t . g~i~ed _aql~~ ~th~ :~ ra ' lf
t1."~~l~. or~4ver~itI~ / f{é,'w.as,soon surro:Ull(lé~: by th~ .: .
gen.~r~us and enlíghtened, and bytheir aid ~~c~e~decl .

TI iJ;l, :<l¡jving .out . the Líeutenant. .~n·d tÍlOse, who :still :
owned 'allegiance .to the Caliph. . The genius of the .
peopleand .the.rarequalitiesof a brlllian~.successio~ ...

· of kings, combined ' to carry .thenew ~nipir~. to the.. .
heightof development. >. ' , ~ : ' : '. • ! ~ .; : : : :~ :.:, : , ~ , ; ; , ; ,
; :."I'he Arabians .had come from..ahot anddry.eli-:" .
·~áte, :and · .á land .bY ·~áturé.arid,b~t ~hich, by tbe
~id ofwatervis easily quickened into fertílíty. ,_Thei '.
.found .in .Spain acountry analogous -to ' their'own".

. Toe ':lands .were ,Ievelled.and irrigation ,intrQduced. ·
· :Wheré streams :~ere convenient they were made use,'
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of(where there were none, water .wasdrawn from
the bowels oí the'~a:rth'by, .means of~he , noria and .

.spread -over its .surface,.' . Thu~' ''th~ ri~h Iands were :
renderedmore' fertíle, and those'which had hitherto

been sun-burnt and nakedwere éovered'wíth'veg éta-

tion. . Many plants, hitherto unknowrr .in Europe;

'were now acclimated in ,the Iow countries ofth~ coastt

cotton, sugar,' .the :cane, .mulberry, and olive.were :
among thenuinber. ."I'he population of the country . ' .'
rose at once-to the in~ásureof its mearis ;'.and 'it is
confidéntly asserted that, in 'the ninth 'centrirj , Spain

con.tairiedevim mofe than the fortymillions.of in~ ,
haoitants attrib~ted lo the prosperous period of the': .. . '

Ronran doinina~i<?n/ ·.; .The fact áppears .t o us sub':" / ' ·. '.' ....•....... .
stanti~lted : .~that~he .1it tJe: kingd~>IÍ1 of Grenaélá;éat ~ra YGénera.r~
later period, 'contained turee mill~ons óf inliallitarits; . . ' . .

U. R·though I~ss': than :the . twentieth: of. thePeni¡{sula. ' . .
.·T he'ar ts which .promote the comfort and convenience

of life, as well asthose .which 'serve toembellishítj
.werediIige~tly cultívated ; the manufactures of silkj .

Iinen, andTeather .wereInt roduced, arid .paper was

inve~ted to ín,eet the .new wants oían improving
peoplé. / :.. <,:.:: :.: -: '; ::; ';',,:. ~; > [ :~ .i: : --, : . •: .."-( .\.-. .

; Tpe .·social .and .. intellectual :condítion of' .Spain
kept _pace.withIts improvement 'in moraland do- .'
mestíc : econ~~y.: Chemistry. : IÍl edicine,., surgery,-,
mathematics~ ' astronomy, and all-the sciences; whe- . ,
ther curious.oruseful; :wére cultivated.with a suc- .
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cessunknown .in-any .other part .ofE úrope. : .T he
ingenious Arabians, severed.from their coimtry ando

'I'!'(' I . their ancient .prej udices, and thrown .into.aituaricns
i¡:¡:i!i{¡ where .all wás 'novel .and .changi~g; ' were :nolonger -

1:111 ~~i~f7.~É~O~~:~!:~t~;i~~~ªWi~¡.1' 1:-:1,1 . ' . . .H:t':;1 academies, as in "our day, Universities wer,~ esta-.LI !' blíshed for the cultivation of science, ' .and ,·m;>raries .
ti :' for the dissemiriation . óf ..learning . ~ ; The ~university'¡I'I of Cordova openeditshalls.to the curious of.Chri~;
:¡j,!/- . . tendom j a future Popewas -among 'the.numberof
Ji':! its ;pupila; and, the. royal library, established JJY
lr·¡ . the bénefic,e~ceof: ~l?akem.~ kne~' nQ'.eqrial.J~~pe~ra l if
Yj!1 .., We~t.. . , ,' ,S :J. , .1', :_', :,C.. " . ," ,
:I¡;:'::¡ " .' . '..' Music; too: was cultívated and taught as a science¡
ii. ¡~ unTR nt·R,nou t poetry ,was the, fav~rite study of. the Spimish ,Sa~ '
¡::¡," . "r acens, The ,fire:,w~ich th~y ha~ ,brotight'with'~hem
U> frorrr the East burned brighter andblazed hlgher:,
1::(:1 as Spain burst upon.them 'inall her',beauty. /~hei~, '
tiij'!: own glorious achievementatoo; the ; de~ds~'.of their
:J11' ,Abderahma~s ~nd A].man~~rs; , ~ the g~llluit feat~ . o[.
:f'! that self-devotingichivalrj which hadosprung~up
~l:: amongthemrcould .only be worthilytransmitted to
!!!:I us in .the exaltation . óf song, : Poet~y wa$ QQ rare
j[:I 'accomplishmeñt ;' even 'princes and ministers learl}.ed
t:1 to.touch the lyre ; .and~thus" we.. are: told, 'many ;of, "lti! - . .
1;1 ', .i
r': •

I1

11
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those stráins~hich ' wére flrst sung UpOR the ~ban'ks
of the·Geni~ amt the~'Guadálqriivit: wererepeát~d

withadmiration 'in theharems of Persia and Arabia; "
,They are ·still ·'transrnitte'dtó us'~bj: the Rómárte~

, language,;forming the theme arid substance of ñÍaiíy
a roundelay. ' . " ' " . " ' ' ''.: ," , . : ~ ~ l ~

But \vith 'thearts 'and "séiences; with refinemént ,
and learningand . lúxury, ~ carne alsoá'relaxatioifbf
that militaryspirit .ánd that religioris eilthusiasrii
which had won..· them ,'possession,' 'of the PeniÍ1súla~ .
The broken remnantof the Goths"had been allowed
~o remaín in"undisturb éd possession 'óf the 'moún-

. tains of the iiorth,'wlien"á"single"well::direeted·effort '

wóuld fOlt:ever: have -annihilated them, 'arid ~hilst

th éw~r ",as carriedPóh~· in IFranCeoeveAto tne·oánKá)ra yGeneralif
.of the' Lóire> Mearitime 'the éoñstÍtutíoris and ·chá; .
ra'cters.of tne Góthsunderwent a reform; they' were
hardenod by' the 'precarioluf :'iife" ofthemountainsj .
and 'schooled :and tempered by theirdisastrous re~

verses. Thus fortified theydescended into theplains' "
lo contendwith theSaracens." Wheri they wereun­
fortunaíe,tlieir,fasinessésreeeived them; -when vic- :

:toríous ; ' ,ih~)r6~é.rr'an " ; ihe ' ~óUli1:ty~1 ;dri~ing -off 'the­

cattle !ana~' inliabftants; ' :destroying ' ihe"crops; .'ór':
chards,:and habitatio~s¡ : and .givíng' allover tofire

.and the sword, "T hus theygradually gailled'ground,
exteriding their' 'possessionaat the expense of thei~
:á.dvérsaries: .That fanaticismwhich among the Sara- .

• •. 1 • •

~ i
¡
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¡~I'i ~ cens hadbeen quenched by thedawn of science wáS'
',1·1m: with them at itsheight. Theywere ñghting,not.
·j:IV,¡! only for 'themselves, but also for Christ .and forthe
¡'TI:'¡! Virgin-. ' Each oí theirvíctoríes was also .a vietory.

~1:,: ;, \':i.•.'.i'::: "'.:'. '!I;".":." • ;~¡~~:s:ai:~.th:~:~:,a:~~~~h~~:i:~~~~~::~,. ~~ords; or :lifting the :bonesof a patron -saint as a
;1'1,.1 ·. pledge of victory. . To the warrior wa,s'proinised,
¡,' i,i",",•.!,.; .. in- case he .should faIl in battle, a freepassport into ~ .

. heaven. Even :supernatural interposition was not
:.!:,.. .:,.:',:•.• . :.•.1.,,:.. ' wanting; . thebonesof Saint James the Apostle h~d .• been opportunely.found at Compostella, 'where,they
", were said tohavebeen buriedbj hisdisciples, who. .'
JI::; Had · · br~:>ught , them ..thitherin asmall boatfrom.the
¡.¡r· extrem~'ty .of ,t,he ,tMediterr.aneanf h~narñ~jw:.; tlíe:rélllf
¡::'!¡ , .•,pri~~ts.: saw t Heir 'Deíov:ea~ S.anti.~go fles~en~ing iri
r:::¡ , . ' ev~rx ?ou1?tfuJ str.l1g~le fromthecloudaoverthrow-f. i:¡Yl1T1\ nt 1\ ~n ing whole ..ranks of the .infidels with his sword"or
1"';'; . trampling th'~m under the"hoofs ' of hi~ 'snow-wlllte¡:: '.; . h . ' . . .\,;; :1 . c arger. .;, , "
I:!';::I ' . :: B uJ a. succour ofgreater ,value íf"possible than
¡i:;:!1 . that .of .Santiago was fumished by :-the. Saracens "
j~:1 1 . themselves. ' ,W hilst . consolidation -.from jn~e'n;riar-' "
t.:¡ riage was taking .place among the.Christian king-
;;'::1 doms, those principies of dissolution inherent in all
ij . ¡\1ahometan despotísms froro the uncertain order of '.
~•.,!:I ' 6t1cees.si()n, ,,?d which had ~h. owed .t.~eniselves in th~
f': .E ast immediately after the death oí the Prophet,
1;1:1. ' . . . .

')!
'¡l "
¡¡il··
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began 'to opérate in ' Spain.-' rhe' brillíant empile oí

Cordova, a .prey to disputed successionvwas shaken
to ~toms; ' and every.ambitíous :Wali, shutting him-

, self upin the strong-hold 'of his .commandvbeceme '

a petty' king,and Iaid claim in' a contemptible In­
dependence, ~ These, .invir tue óftheir :kin"gly con­

dition, quarrelled with each other for the demarea­

tion of their territory; and ~ade war .'Such as'liad
the Chrístians for neighbours .called in, their ald;
overcame their adversaries, divided the . spoil, :and

became themselves in turn the prey of their aggri.m~

. dized ally ; for; thoughin ~ll these wars the Sara­
censwére scrupulouslj ob~ervant'of tlíeir'giverÍ faüh; ,' "

it was a tenet and'prac'tice of theChristians to keep ,

no :terms . 'with infídels- flut ' ~líose 'of '~xpediency.'

They..had the .best óf glio~tly courisel to prove that '

Ul1T ~my¡ thirig wasjustifiable that w~uld end in. the glory
of God. .;' "- -';"' .-. . . ", " r-

Though tbearrival of numeroushordes of savage

and warlike Moors brought anew ~et of.oppressors '

to the Saracens, and checked for the time t11e as"cend~ .

e~cy o{ the,~I1risthms ; .yet these, Iittle bY.littie~' at
lengthwoñ: '~back,.within .the lapseof eight centu­
'ries; thewhole oí. that fairempirewhich.they had .
Iost in "8, few .months, rather by "a rout .th an .acon­
quest, ,,:, :Every sp~t becaÍne th~' siteof :a 'reg ular .

battl é, orof some;r~ncontreof conténding'chival;y~ ' ,

Tbus Spain,a~ready: rich in dassi.9associati"~~; -~~~. : , :< '

, "

.'
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further consecrated by thousands of heroic feats and
hapless disasters. .These were 'commemorate~ in

ballads by the Saracens ; . and .this sp~~iesofcom­
position.being imitated by the Christians, became
popular throughout Europe under the name of ro­

':manee, from the Romance language, through which .
r:;"i¡ . it first became known, .

.:I !j The alterationchowever, in themoral and econo-

¡' i ~,: :1 ' .micalcondition oí the Peninsula, produced by tbis
:;' .i • change of masters,:calls for sorrow and lamentation-
;¡ 1 '. Intolerance succeeds to toleration ; idleness to in- .

,:. i dustry; ·solitude and silence tu the stir andotur~oilof.
: ' , :
¡ .. i happy multitudes; ignorance, listlessness, and super-

<:¡ stitíon to the dawning light.ofawalSe~edscience.i.We
vi. , se~on ev:er.y síde b~sy icities madé suaoenly descf- a
<',1 . . "late; ·plantations laiü 1waste anCl burnt; rugged rocks

[ ":Ul1Tl\ DI 1\' nRand hill.si~es,.which had been .wón.to fert~itY~Y.t~e
!(.;¡ . ~ use of írrigation, now relapsmg mto their orIgmal
i.! ' sterility, . Vast tracts of desert .lands are awarded
¡ l · .

1.'.:...••.:.1' ' t~ those captains who ,had been foremost to.p.ill~ge
':;" and destroy, or to the churches and convents whICh
'ti:1 '. , had .aided at' á. distance with their prayers. : Hence-

':,)1. f~rth; th,e '~ountry~ .pe?pled .~ild,er ,s~chi~-fated . aus-
: 1 , p Ices,. presents the .distr éssing spectacle,of¡}wealth
". 1 and Iuxury entailed without exertionupon thefew-

;, atthe expense of toii and -suffering ~!1d;self-d~nial

::,:, to themany.. . Such indeed was the melancholy.use .

~ ; made by.the conquerors.óftheirconquest ; :~uchthe
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deplorableresults.of the extemiñiationof the Sara­
cens, thatwe areabsolutely.fórced .to sigfícver the
triumphs of Christianity, o. ::; ;" o o, o- .

And here we are led to pa~se and reflect on the
changes which . time and .circumstances .bring upon
the noblest iristitutions.Fifteen centuries previous
to .the period of which we speak, J esus Christ ap­
peared in the East, preaching peace upon earth and
good-will.towardsmen. . His system is propagated
by sufferings,bj -sorrows; by martyrdom ; ·and thus
it winsits way.oover, the wholevof-Europe; ": Six
hundred years after, a new prophet .arises in the
same Ia~d; .proclaiming fraternity .to the faithful,

odeatli to 'aH who disbeliev~. ' Th~se two faiths, the
one 'inculcating: the -(en8urarice t.of .ever:y~evil, ~ the -: Ge p

other.the domination br the sword, extend themselves

UnIR westward ov.er Europe and Africa, until weatlength
see themmeet and mingle at .the extremities oí

.thekrespe~tive COlÍti~ents. :. .'But'no~v how modified
and how perverted ! < Behold .the. Christian .becom~

.warlike :! Steel is .-the 'only flt .covering for the (01...

. lowers .of..theIamh l : Nay,: . ~h~ vel~y ' successors-of o ~ . , o

. the apostles now lead the voan of devastationand
car.nageF . But how is - it-with ..the· MahometanP .
Thespear, with which hé.provedth~·perf~ction oí'
his ereed. .is turned into apruning-hookr-his 'only
presenr desire is toenjoy.in peace the.I ándJong
s~nce. conquered by .his ancestors, andocultivated by, .
twenty.generations of his race. ·Th~. boon is denied.



~:-:--- ------ ; :"~~'''- · ~' I ~ ...

n
·1\ ';1
r::' il!
¡t;:!l 304 . . A 'YEAR IN SPAIN.
ri;'::1
¡,t ,:!; . The, Christian has' become thereligioue 'assailant;
ll.l:d!
¡;¡, ;:I The sword.of faith is 'wi~lded azainst the -moslem.
1:':'11 .....

l/;:il .~ht~;:::r:~:.r i~:U~::~ri'ir~~~~~:~:c:~~
r.!f:ll province,' and city after city. : His sons are forced

/ "11 .intó slavery, his daughters given to dishonor, and

r:¡ll .' :1:::~~::,a~~ ~:i~l~nq1ryo:f t~~eela~~,.~~::tin~' ,Á~r. ~ ,

/:11.. what ahard fate is mine, brought upon me by my
:·...il .own wickedness, ..or'by aIÍ insatia~e d~stiny; . 1 wander

'Ji " a banished man mywhole life; forced to seek a new

¡ il " ,country ateach step, and to make a spectacle ofmy
1./,1 " misfortunes in every city !" , . "
;': 1 . ~et the close -of the fifteenth century, the period
i¡.:! , posterior to . die rfin~l~ extinction oDétI-.ie)rSl~pícenic~ ra l í ~

:'¡1 , dominatión, and toe reign oI: Char.les I~, fifth ,em-

"llunu\ DI 1\ 'úper?r 'of ,that nam.e~ ,is ~st~emed thTe m~si brilli~nt
.¡ i perlOd of the Spanish monarchy. , N otwlthstandmg.

",1I the perpetual warfare, which hadoprevaíled for cen-
, ¡ i .. turies, the eountry 'hád continued rich and pros-

tl/' perous, counting twenty .millions oí inliabitanis-r
H , n early double the population at the present .day.
::¡1 , The spirit of industry and the knowledge of the

:1/ arts, acquired by intercourse with the Saracens, and
,¡i I " . .fostered bythe commercial enterprise and accumu- '

.
•..!I lated capital of th'eJews, had made greatprogress
:1 . ~unong theDhristians. :.. ',rhe exposed .state .of the

" 1' country, too, from constant warfare,.had forced rhe

1

I
Inhabitants to congregate in cities for mutual pro- •.

11
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t éction, : 'I'his, ' whÚ~t it diverted their attention

from agriculture to manufactures, had also the

effect of promoting intelligence by free íntercourse

and interchange of sentiment, of 'gíving the people

a' know~edge of their ,righ ts, and of . fu rnishing

facilities for combiníng "for . their defénc é,:. : Pro-'

perty thus found protection in ' the associationi óf

the industrious classes, ahd in their admission .to a

shar~ in :the' con~erns of state. .T he discovery of­

another: world ..at this . auspicious momenj'carried

the powér andrglory of Spaincto still greaterele- '

-vat ion, ' Emigr'at~on to .the.icolonies drained the

cOul)trJ. of the worthless and idle, creatíng 'markets

ábroaa, whéfe . goods ·were 'exchanged for the pre- . , '

cious .metals, and toe ' returned tólfóster industryb a I,Gener2/i

facilitat~ circulatiorh a n<l, 'enricH: Spain by: ne'w ex- ~ , . "

U'NT1\changes for the productions ototh~r countries. " At

this period we behold Spain rich, happy, ánd power­

ful, maintaíning her proper station among the nations

of the earth, '

, '; But 'the sad reverses were again at hand. Those

liberties which distinguishéd and formed the just

prideof 'the Spaniard of the.fifteenthcentury, were

, graduaily undermined by the cráfty Ferdinand and

bYCharles V~, until they were át length uttei-ly de­

stroyed by the 'bigoted aud bloodyPhilip.II. . the

pebplehad no longer any voice in the national coun­

, cils , they. were no louger soli~ited t~' . bestowvbut, '
.' . '. . .

' VOL . ' lI . X
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like poor travellers beset upon thehighway, were
commanded to deliver, with death for an alternative,
Themotive .to acquire wealth was dimínished in
proportion as thehope of preservingit grew smaller.
.This check upon improvement was still further in-
creased by the .terrors of the Inquisition• . To grow
rich was.to be exposed to an .accusation of J udaism,

. 01' of sorne ot~er offence, which .might bring the
wealth of'the individual within the clutches of the
tribunal. . Thus beset, the industrious either. ceased

. to .be so, 01' fled .to .the colonies; .:the rich ..with-
. drew .theír capital from productiva employment, -'

~-_ . converting it . into sorne forro in which. it might be,
'Iiidden . from view. and ~ enjoyed '. withoút molesta­

~--,-- . t~on. . H.. e~e, .perhap's, that aviditY lfo1" in e1prétiou.s,ra lif
. . • metalswitli .w~icfi die ' Spaniaras are reproached; '.

-, :; ' l1U\ nt Rl1t)J\~nd .which, though .it may:hav~ been. sÚmulated.,b!
,,1\ . . .' t oe ·greedy- pursuit of them in the .new. world; lS
':11 • doubtless more owing to thefacilitieawhich they
:1¡1. ' afford for the .concealment ofwealth•

....•.::I".II¡ · ·· . T~ check .the prosperitynf the Bpanish empiré, .
\.amos~ efficacious' expedient had been fallen upon by:

;:1l·. - ". . Ferdinandand Isabella, or rath ér.by th~ir p1'iestly
:¡ . \ .<:., .advisersjín the expulsion oftheJews• . The Mo~1's,
:¡I .''JlOtwithstanding the :soIemn capitulations .on . the
11 . . '~urreriqer " of Granada, were forcibly compelled to
Ili . . embrace .chrístianity; .and punishedwith the ~take
11. . and faggot for any. relapse: until after more thana

I
j
i '
:i
'1'
i
1 •
I
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century 'of,crm;l persecution. .theremnants of" that . ' :!If '

, unhappy peoplewere drivenfrom their native home s ill,i,

tostarve inAfrica, being first stripped ofthe Iittle '..'
wealth necessary to purchase them ahasylum. . Thus. . H,
were enterprise .and indústry proscribed and driven . ' !~I~I~

. . ' ,~

from this devoted land..ata seasony.too, whenevery I' ;~
thing combined to ichéck 'domestic development. r . 'II!,:"
Meantimo, the wealthwhich húd bee'n\vresiedfrom. · " ., ¡~
these hapless outcasts was lavished . with: wanton ' '" ~: :
profusion upon courti<~rs,. favorites; and harlots. .'. A :' ." ,,
system oí corruption hadindeed taken roo,tin Spain; J. ~¡,
beginning near the throne.: and extendíng down"to; . N
die meane¡;;t alcalde or alguazil. U nchecked by pu~- ~J
.licity~ unrestrained b.i ' p'opular: responsibility, the ". . ' :::;t:': 1~

h 1 . , . hi .f . ( I d i:" Al rfp , - ;Í 'f h ~ ora y G~ner,.·j ' ··l ;~
W o e mac me o statewasmove u y, money'~ : .nonor . L. 'f;~ " ~

and óffice~~came th~ 'portion of tné 1iighest' lii~_de,r ;' . -_ ~

Ul1T b.ri~e~& sanctioned,pecul~tion; ' : untilthe ' ~ci~d'/.UK. , ; " . . ', . .: ,~
ticia, ínsteadofcommanding reverence and mSpIrlllg,,' :" .... . ~~

eecurity; b~ca~e' thedrea~ -.of the:in'noéent, th~' s(~~ff " . ..: ~

ofthe gUllty, .and : assoeiated wlth all that J.S In- ._ '

famous ;' " Hewhohas read Gil Blas-e-and who.has

not read it ?-nH1Y forro 'aproper 'noti~n of Sp;nish f

justice, sucl~ .as -it was in..the-seventeenth:century, ,
such -as it is at the present day *; _ ' _.. - ,,'

:Y< We read in a 'late French paper a letter frorn Madrid, f~~f'
which the following ,.ís ';an - extract : ~'The king.has .ordered "
the- discovery' and punishment of those who dealIn public
~mployments, sel1ing ,th~m to the higliest bidder •.,I ~ is thought
that the high rank of the ímplicated will save them.' : : .

, , . x 2
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"T h é.accession of' the Bourbon family ,bro~glit in- . ,
, deed a' pr óspect of melioration, quickly overcast by ,
the assimilation of the masters to their slaves. Yet
did Charles 111. in modern times ' make a noble
effort 'to arrest the . national 'decline. 'B ut ,his son
and succ~ssor' was a different man. . 'Charles IV., '
the most ignobly base, the most worthless andovil e
of Spanish, klngs; abandoried"the, monarchy to its

.downward fate, and to the guidance of the ,harlot
hiswífe and the .greedy wretch her paramour. The.
feebletiewhich bound the colonies is severed. ' F rom
~ein~friends, they are arrayed as en~mies; a~d the

_.......--._. mother ,country is abandoned to the designs of an '
ambitious neighbour, to ci;n "war, 'and' the quick"

..or....-_____ succession of.severaI sepa~áte ~evóIutions. B nllrppy
. Spail1.iwe B~lioíd' her now ~t tlIe ' Dottom of the
n~by' ss, 'her 'onIy ~o~soIation ,that' s~e 'can ' t~.1rn~ , '

farther. ' . .' , ' . " ,
'. , The POPuIiltion ~f Spain, though sorne 'havere­
duced it to eight .millions, is supposed to '~e much

,gréatér.It hasbeen preved that, from the manner
in ,whíchimposts are raised andlevies of troops made ,in various parts of the country, the diflerent, towns
hav~ eaeh, been interested in making their popula~'
tion as 10", as possible, in order to furnish a (¡uota
pr óportionally .small.: Hence ·resulted a veri de­
fective enumeration , ' ,Á different .means ,oí obtain­
ing the censuahas lately . been-adopted. -und the

" . . " . ! . ' -,-,',
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population of'Bpain proves _to . have .been rather

more than ten ..mi1licm~ . at the .beginni'ngbf. this

.centurv. : .T he destructíon of Iife and propertycon- .

sequent upon somany revolutionsinthe lasttwenty

. years . ~ay have ,s till furtlier. reduced thenumber.

.The ruined and~.mtenantedhabitations which 1 have

,everY.where met with in Spain would indicate as

much. " I f Portugal be .consideredjn conjunction .

with Spain-s-and ~~turehasdrawn nollne ·o.f separa- .

tion->the entire populationof the Peninsula may be' -" .

estimated at .near fourteen 'millions; about seventy '.

souls to the .square mile~ ' This is much less than

'4alf thenum'ber found upon an' equal sp~cein

.F rance ;and Engiañd; . countries far ' inferior .in

.fertility ot:' soil, amenitv 1' of'.I :~I.imate,. (~n. da' al.lh'theb· . G· ·· ·.· "t
' . ~ . ' , . J . . IU Il ! C I Il G I ue . rr d ra y enera

bountI~s oí natu~e~. .... . J r DE ' , . . ... ,

~hus: '~e ~,see.·Spain 'awaking toocivilization under
.... -¡- . ' , : " ..

'ir It may, perh áps, aídín explaíning the declíne.of popula­

tion in Spain tooannex the folIowingdivision of the inhabitants,

as given by Laborde. .The censuswas taken in 1788• . There

·were .then in Spain 10,40'9,879 individ{¡alsof both sexes;

. 5,~04;187·males, and D,~05,69~ females..Of'the men, 3,25i,02~ '

were widowers,.baehelors, and eccIesi~sti~; and of the women; .

3,~6~,197 were nuns,wido~s, and waiters , ~pon Providence.

. Again/of the whole populatíon, 60,240 were secularclergy} :

..':49,~70 were monks; and ~~,~37nuns.. The hermits, beatas,

' sextons, and singers, made an :itemof about20,OOO.more;

.formíng atotal of'more ,.than· l $O,OOOconnected with religión;

near one and a'half per cerito upon the entire popU1ati~n. · In

Catalonía, wherethecIergy aremost numerous, they amounted

" to near-two ·per .cent. .. 'I'heú .there werejn Spain.47~,~16

.nobles ;~31,18~ ofwhom were found in Biscay and A~turla~,
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the Phoenicians and .Carthaginians.and reaching the
pinnacle .of prosperityunder the Rornans, ~henshe
issupposed to have : susta'ined n~ - fewer, than forty

,' tDillions 'of people. '1.~he dark .days.of the .Gothic
domination .intervene, until . we:_see her again under
the sway , of a l ively, .industrious; and .intelligent
people,nttainingequalprosperity with 'that which­
shc -hadenjoyedJn thabest idaya.of the empire.
Aftereight .centuries of ·war.and .carnage. rwe.find
her still.rich and . industrious, 'with -twentymillions
which together contained apopulatíon of orily 655,933. ', T o
wait upon such.of thesenobles as .do notwaít upon themselves
and upon others,276,090 men servants were required. One
hundred thousand beggars 'were 'fed at the convents oí the
aforesaid monks and nuns; and there .were '60;000 students,
half oí whom 3.lso'beggéq ,ch~rity: !.( f hen diere wer~ upwards~ ra"f

'of 100,000 individhals connected with theadministratioll oí
government ana justice, or with tlie rnilitary for the maín-nn tenance of despotism: Add to these ioo.ooo existing as smug-
glers, robbers, and assassins; 'and 30,000 custorn 'and other
officers to take these, and oftenhavingan~understlin'ding Wi,th
'them, Having made theseand ·oiher unprofitable dedue­
tions, there remained 964,571 daY:':laborers';917,i9'7 peasants;

:~nO,739 'artisans arid rrianufacturers, and 34';339 meichants,
to -sustain by theírproductíveoccupatíons ten.rnillions of in­
habitante, 'mallY oí whom -ríot ínwealth and luxury. : As the
surn total ,of"the present populatíon, as given in 'the last edi-

-t ion of Antillon, corresponda withthís, wernay ássume these
ítems as correct at the present day. ' "I'heaccountsare, how­
'everjaocontradictory ín different works that it -ís not easy .to
forrn a decidedopíníon. In . the-Diccionario Geografico oí,Dr. 'Minano, ,'the population oÍ'Bpaín is estimated to have been
'13,732,172 in 1826. Of these 13,490,031"aie given as layoin­
habitants ; 127,345 elergy ; '100;732 soldiers ; 14;064'sailors ' .
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of inhabítants. .Since then;though ge~eraJly'inth~

enjoyment of peace, and in' the pl'~senceof the pro-
gressíve prosperítyof" allEurope, . she is .seen to .

wastéaway and decline, though still possessíng all.
the eIements of prosperity, ' untiIatJength, 'in.the .
nineteenth .century, the era of boundless improve. '
ments in morals and in 'ar ts, sheisseen to number .
with ·difficulty· ten millions of indivíduals,

, ,T ravellers 'and .economists .have 'been much per­
. plexedIn 'accounting 'for ' this singular declension,

Townsend, who is' much quoted; :ascribes 'it to the

.expulsion ofthe Jews andMoors; to the intestine
, wal's, which raged during seven centurie~between

Mool's ana ,Christians; -to the contagious fevers,

,wIiic~ hav:e.af vario~ls.t~Uil~.s IBes~l~ta?ot?el~~tl~ere)ra y'Generalíte
proymces ; to the emlgratlOns toAmer~ca; .and to .,. .
the celibacyof. so ,many monks and nuns. . · The .
expuIsion oftBree 'millions of Jew,s and Moors was .

undoubtedlyasevere blow to .industry and popula- ,
,' tion. As much may be 'f)aid oí the Inquisition.with

its half million ofvictims ¡ but as for the wars with

the Saracens, theyleft SPalJl rich, industrious,and ,
with twenty. míllions ·of peopIe. It is only during
three centurieaofalmost uninterrupted peace that
her 'population 'de'c1ines' to the half oí this number,

The ,contagious fevers towhich he alludes are,per~

haps, ' aconsequence, 'instead ofa cause, of decay.'

Emigr~tion is foundrather toenrichthan to Impove­
risb acoúntry.bythe return of those who goáway
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poor ~nd comeback wealthy.iand iby creatingout­
lets .abroad. forprofitable exchanges oí domestic
produce. , As for the supposed celibacy of the

, monks and nuns, it is a' matter of little moment r.If .
they would but work, there would beplenty ready .
to supply the demand for population. ,

1ndeed, to account for the economical ~ contrast
furnished by Spain, In the beginning of the fífteenth
and nineteenth centuries, by the decline oí. popula­
tion, is buta troublesome task, unlesswe may find '
a solution of the difficulty in thecorrespondhig
political one produced by the decline . of liberty.
The country, then not less than now, was split .into

-----.separate states, governed by distinct .laws ; taxes
'. :were p~t lessc.u ~e~uallYl i~E9se~ ;aBrope~t~rtv~S ~ot le ra l l f
<'less unJustlyj dlvloed; ·the roads~n~ commumca-
'tions were mucn more defective. .The checks.to in­
telligence and civilization were 'equally 'great ; the

,1nquisition had a~ready prepared .its tortures and
111. its quemadero. ·But th~, Spaniardof that day

, had a voice in the councils ofthenation ; ,sqmethiBg
', to say when it was a question oftaking away his
pr~perty. If wronged, h~ · coulddemand redressof
his equals .. in ,Cortes, not as an act of grace, ' but as
theright of a freeman. . A single fact may, 1 think, '

..serve to make that plain which is .' otherwise a
~ystery.TheAr~gonese of the fifteenth .century,
in swearing .allegiance to their king, made this n,oble
proviso :-" W e, who are eac~ ' of us as .good, and

' ,í. .,
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· who together can' do more than you, promise obe­
dience to your government; if you maintain our
rights; but if not.:....-not .!"---', ·Y si no-:-nor' The<~e

are words becoming theSpaniard and bis noble
tongue; hutnowjalas ! none dare.name hisfuero:y,

.none to lisp the pleasant word of libertad ! r.

That liberty made Spain,:and th'at .despotism has ..

· marred her, let no one doubt. There is .indeed 'a
moral force in freedom which knows no equal, ' Look
at Holland-s-a sand-bank recovered from the sea,}a'

, nation in spite of nature, sending out navies to'swe~p ,
the ocean ofher enemíes ; at Britain-s-a mere' cluster

of sea-washed rocks, giving impulse ' anddirection

· to an EuroBe; at America-the republic of'.half a

century,already taUing1her st~tioI!J.am9ngitliéjnost3 y Generalife
prominentpowers Ottne eartH.~ If tnere' isl a ,for.~e '
in f~eedom, thereis also a 'withering power in

n ~ . " . . - , ,
Hie t'~ucli , of despotismo 'I'urn from these happy,
lands to Spain-í--the very fairest country ofEurope

· -the birth-place of a Cid and a .G úzman-s-the
nation that .sent Columbus forthto search foro new .
worlds, .and Cortes andPizarro toc~mquerithem :
behold her dwindlcd and impoverísh éd, stripped of

· her possessions, reduced ,to the mere productions of
her own soil, and no longer fityeven' at home, to

m~intain her 'sovereignty , -by turns a prey. to the
rival cupidity of Gauls and Britonsand openly de­

spoiled by her own children.
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.The state ofagriculture in Spain is very little in
unison with the fertility of her soil and themildness
ofher éllmate. , A'thousand -causescóntribute -to

this calamity. . Butthe universality of ma1Jo~ázgo8,
or.entails.and.the unequal divisi ón of property into

, immenseestates, producing in severa! ' inst ánces,in

spiteofmaladministratien, a , half million ofdollars
revenue to a single individual; .and tbeenormous

wealth .of the clergy; llnpurchased by exertion, yet
profusely squanderedin church decorations, in luxu­
rious Indulgencey.in-secret debauchery ; lnconjuné~

tion .with the consequent pov'erty,,of the peasants,

who toil. that others may' enjoy,' are sufficient rea-
sons for this ,"unhappyresult.- " Vere they not; wé ­

--~--might find ¡y~t ,o,thefs ~I,l. th~¿hatefulp.t;i,y,~lege§9f~h~ '¡eralifE
Mesta, an :association "oi:JloOles ana. rich convents, "

\'UUl1U\'DI Rn o~~ing the fi;e.m~llions of wandering me~inos~which .
'ti , ',' "" mígrate semi-annually.fromvalley to Iílountam,and
' . mountain to valley,:devouring every thing 'as they

'go~ and claiming ,the. privilege, fromthe .rnere anti­

. quity .ofthe abuse. .to pasttire:theirflocks freely,ol'
at 'theirownprices, on the ""lands of thé cultivator;

'in that dread -ofliving isolatediri ari Insecur é coun­

't ry; ;which ",crowds .the population together in vil­
.Jages, 'removing:the' cultivator .from th é'scene ,of ,his '

1abors ;', in : those :defeétive'communicatjon,s, which
'check'productionfor 'thewant óf outlets. iaud !give

, one province over to famine whilst.another issuffer•
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ing from asurfeit , and jn .the diminution of .home:
consumers by.the ~ecline.of industry; .T hus each
stepin the descendinggradations of decay .leads ón

· tonewdeclensions. : .

,Lowas agriculture has fallen, m~úiufactures,b'eing:

oí less instant necessity, .arestill lower.'With:the
éxception.of a- · fe~ _ :expensive .:'establishments, .which
form appendages tri thecrown, arid .serve .to check
privaté .dndustry; there are .fewi flne .commodít íes

wroughtin the Península.. .Wat~hes,jewelry,lace,·
and almost everythingrequiring tastearid ingenuity ,
in the production.'are brolight from abroad. .';In ge­
nér;tl,each.littlepla~e,'deprivedofa~lfacilities for
carrying outhat .internal trade .and commerce -of

· exchanges ' so inyalu.aDlel to~~r~ountry, produces, yGeneralife
· a~vantageously ; or Hisaélvantageousry, .:as .tne\case ' .

JU'NTR may¡ be, , ;the " ,f~w narrownecessaries.wbichare -in-
dispensable' to.life: If weexcludeythen, .theesta- . ",
blishments "which are forced intovsickly :prosperity
byroyal protectionca 'few .coarsefabrics .of wool,
cotton, silk, hempvflax, paper; Ieather.rand .iron,'

composethe productions of'Spanish industry. ¡ 'Spain:
is now the .exportar .ofscarcely á siuglamanufac- .
tured article~Thuswesee .the countryy.which in
the .fifteentli century 'furnishéd ' t he rest -of Europe
with: fine.cioths,. :si1ks, ' and other luxuriousrcom­
moditíes.nowreduc éd in tur~ ~to a like condidon
ofdependence. .
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. " ~ , " As for the iOl~eign commerce, which once spread
,itself over . two ,oceans ' and 'into' every ',sea, . it is :at ,
present restricted ' to "an occasional arrival ,fr~m ,

, . Cuba,Porto Ri~o, or ,the Philippin és, .' at .an-un- .

,, insurable risk; and an exchange of raw commodities,

such as silk, wool, wine, oil, figs, raisins, almonds,
'; salt, ,and barilla, for the ' man ufactured articles of

.:'foreign eo'untries. ' Eve~ that internal tf~de tind '

'free exchange of domestic productions, which con­

stitute the most valuable branch~f commerce, are

no longerenjoyed without molestation. rhe poverty
of communications, from' the defective state oí roads

and ~tterabsenée'of canals, with ~ single contempti­

ble exception;' the want' or' uniformity in 'weights;......-----
measures;: a~d , co~mercialéregulations ; 1 the inse-:ne rc ' I

curityand Hucfuating policy; prop.en toclespotism;
, the ' destructive imports levied at .every step ;~he

, autnorised and systematic vexations of mercenary

, custo~-h~u~e creatures and police-men~aUtend '10

check.zmd even arrest, cireulation within , whilst the:
, SouthAmerican .corsairs, pushed -on by ' cupidíty,

.iriterr up t the coasting trade at every headland, and

force it to seekrefuge. under a foreignHag. .

"I f agriculture,~ommérce, and . the aitsbe :in a
fallenstate, the condition 'of sciellce and literature.is

',' scarcely better. ' ,T he fine arts, however, forming,

' as" they do: an appendage oí a magnificent :cbu rt"

.are still as well off in Spain as ' in the other coun-
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tries of Eur ópe, , Sculptors and painters, notcon­
tent 'with studying the noble models contained in
the -royal : museums. iare still isent "to ItalY. at th é
public expense.even in the tace of'a national bank-

, ruptcy. ' During :my :r esidence in:, Madrid, statues

arríved from Rome of Charles TV. and his queen
Maria Louis á, .beautifully executed . by Spanish
artists. . If the chisel 'ofthe statuarv was not flat- "
• • ' . el .. .

tered, Charles IV. -was not less noble in person than
,ignoble ' in char~cter. His statue might , ~l~ost ,be '
taken for that of Washington~ , Whoevér, therefore, ,
may chance to see this m~rble' image; '.will have' '

'sometñing to qualifyhis detestationof theoriginal. "
!Fo Be tl1us , cheated into admiration were almost
enough t~ make one'q~~~;ell1witl1-~tat~~ry,~' .~s for " '~efp a
literature, it may not mere]y b~ said .{o be Qying~'in ' ,
Spain, 1JutlactualIy dead. ' , The il1ustrious 'race of
writers 'in poetry, in romance, in the dra~a,whlch

,arose there, hefore freedom of thought, and speech,

andjmblicity, were lost with hertother líberties, ~ .

and.ére the decline of industryand wealth had pro­
ducedumiversal stagnatiori, isnow , 'exti'nct: ' A

,single living' poet alone remains, or at lea~t~s known .
.to famavYriarte, whose fabiesa~e equalito thos~

of .LEsop '0'1',La-Fontaine.will long 'be ' re~d with

equal profit and pleasure. : H er Lope de Vega, her

Calderón,' Gongora, "Garcilaso, Quevedo,h.er 'Alc'­
manoyare only k'nown ,tó Spain traditionally, orto .:,
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the curious few thróugh ascarce collection.ofantique
tomes. . Hardly any of these authors .arereprinted
at the present day-,; .andwere .it not for fear -of'.atu-

· multamong the Spaniards, nothing would..prevent
the censor from proscribing their beloved champion .

·Don 'Quixote. Indeed. .the art: of'printing might
· be lost Spain, .but for -thepublication.oí a ~emi- '
weekly gaceta, and a half dozen .of diarios *. :

.* 1 do .not feeI qualified to speak 'oí a Iiterature wíth.which .
1 am little acquainted ; the more so that I ani not critically
acquainted even withriíyown.; norwould Lwíllíngly índulge

_ in thosePl1trio.t~c partialities.which it ísequally honorableto
feeI and unbecoming to express, Yet canI say, that with the
exception of the .Quixote, which is .a book by ítself,' and from
whieh .I have derived more amusement . than from any.other,....._-- 1 have looked in vain among the Sp'anish authors whích nav~ . é
beénrecommenae~ t~ me; 'as 1 had before done amor'tg the
French, for any counterparts of SliaKspeare~ Byron, MiltOri,

TI
Young,.Thomson, Cowper, Campbell, Moore.. Scott, . Sterne,

· Irving, and the thousand worthies who have so illustratedour ',· own language. . . . ' , '. ' . ' . '
1 would fain believethat tlíis ·is notmere partiality fora .

native tengue, , A German friend, not Iess frank "than .in­
telligent, who is familíarwith a11·the prevailing Ianguages of .'
Europe, and by no means superficially read in-their líterature,
thus writes to me from Amsterdam.~"You makeme a coro-.
pliment on my English writing; 1 thank you for 'the cómpli- '
ment, and forgive the jest, provided yoq forgive my presump­
tion. 1 aro not used to,write inthis language. . It is true 1
read it much, and with delight. If 1 were not afraíd lest 1
should forget the Spanish and 1talian-s-theFrench isan every-.
day tongue with us here, and is out or'the questíon-cf-would
read nothing else. Let Calderón be what he may, to me he
is not a shade of Byron. 1 have but begun Mariana; butI
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" Science isin an equallyunhappy condition, though '
the .seventeen .splendidly: endowed .universities oí · ,
Spa~nmight well iserve to s.tock the worldwith "

sages. " That :of'.Balamanca , st~n boasts .i ta aixty
professors; its twenty-fíve , colh~ges ; its voluminous

,1ihrary ; ' hut its fame. has fledc.and of its fifteen '

thousand cst udent s which once flocked to gather
wisdom in its . hal1s,. from England, Frarice; 'and
'everycountry of Europe, a thousandpoor Spaniards "
arid Irishmen now alone remain to bé' bewildered '

-aiidmystifi~d. ," Lahorde' ~teIi.s u~, ,"th~t medicine is "

taught .in therdifferent universities-of Spain," by
. professot:'s :who confi'ne'themselves to verbal expla­

nations, except at "Salamanca and Valencia; wherer '
alone 'are medical lihraries and ~natomi~al Rrepará-
tioúsl. . 'AH:.~ho.apply are 'freely ~Bmitteda stu­

JUNU\ dents ofmedicine, without any previousexamination,"
They 'continue to follow the courses for fouryears, ,
taking down the lectures, from the dietatiori of the '

, professors . • Y et these manuscripts, erude .as they ,;
are, .form themain resource of the student in those
universities, whichhaveno medicallibrary. : . ,Th·~

do not think he' wíllaffbrd me thepleasure wIrlch"Gibbon ""
did, and which Hume now does. " 1 like the few Italians 1
llave read much ' ,bett~r~ But they neither suit my taste npr ' , '
feelings like Byron. ' 1 think 1 never read an author who so'
spokefornyheart and soul as Byron. 1 could have wei>t '
whenLfound that Don Juan was not ended." " ,

, - f
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. purchase of books, inSpain either' dearor altogether

deficierit, is out of the question. 'I'he students are '
never examined. duringthe course, nor even at its
terrnínation ; ' nor .isany notice taken of. irregular
attendance, . Indeed, .Laborde .tells us rthat many

of them are so miserably pOOl', as' to .be obliged to
spend much of their time .in dancing . attendance
ábout the .doors .of the convents and hospitals, to:
share in the gratuitouadistribution of soup and .

puchero. : After the expiration -of this novitiate,

t\~o years more are spent in acquiring the practice
of theprofession. J For 'this purpose .they enter the:
ser~ice of a physician, accompanying him in his .

oaily rounds to visit his patients.; and thus learn
the art of feeling a pulse, looking very wise, exa- ra f
mining tlíe. tongue, Sic. Reader, (lo'you not' see

. Gil1Bl.as~linging · t.o t~e skirts of Sarigrado? ~~s •
educabon lS .now fimshed, and, .after a charact éristic
examination, the degree is given, and the doctor is .
complete. . But he is not admitted until. he receives
a licence from the Protómedicate, or medical tri­

bunal, after the. fashion of theMesta. I-lenow un­
dergoes a secoud examination on the theory of me­
dicine, and ís required during -ihree daysto physic

.an unhappy patient in one ,of the public hospitals;

.which, whether right 01' wrong, he takes care to do
according to the method of the examiner. · Lastly,.

: ¡
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and here is the ónly sturnbling-block, 'h e 'Ís" fdrced
to pay nearly fifty dollars,: ere he',he turned .loose
upon the community, " , .

From the nature of their ed úcation; the.excessive '
.numbe~ of the medicos, amI their miserable 'emolu- ;

rnents, a~ well as"from'th~ qualities required fór suc­
cess, which are ratherimpudence and .self-sufflciency

, than intellígence and skill, the medical 'professionin

Spain is on the worst possible footing. 'With, doubt­
less, many honorableexceptions in the la~ge¡' cities,

.the ,theory of Sangrado still prevails among , the
whole race of physicians; surgeons, ~md :their first':
cousin's' the barbers. -. Indeed, howcanít be ' other~

' \

wise,when prqfessional advancement does.not depend . : ,:i 1

tipan the publíc co¡{fidence~J pútcliased Ey years ófa J Gé t a ..'\1
patie'~t assiduity, but '0 0 tHe-in'trigue ~f. a 'momentJ; , ~I :
andothe well-timed administration of a bribe? That \~ I
tliis is the casegenerally throughout Spain, 1 feel N

~ntitIed to ass~rt. " Th.e surgeons a~d physícians . , ~
are not selected at pleasureby every family, but ap.. , I
pointed 'by the aY-ltntamífJnto, municipality of each ' I!

- town, now chosen from the inhabitan'ts by the .king·" ' ' ,/ , .' .,' ,1
. vI

. according to the standard of loyalty. ' Theindiví- ' ~

dual thus selected to take charge of the public health 1I

receives a fixed salary fr~m tIle ayuntamiento, taken: I:~
from the duties raised on the ' consumption of the ~

town, and usually from :the tax upon brandy. Iri
return for ihis, , compe~sati()n" he i~.boun~ ,10 , at ten~

VOL~IL ~ . ,


