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., ·As 'for ,ag ricult uI:e, everyone who has ' b éeu .In

. Spain c~n: testifyto what thecountry owedand still
o.wes to th~ Arabs, wiu, ,that primitive . people,
the cultivation of" the .earth .and the '. care of flocks

were pursuits of peculiar predilection ; -and, by 'a
happy coincidenceythe rural ' eqonomy of .their na- '

tive Arabiawas welladapted to the soil and cliinate

.oí the Península, where, from the power .of the .sun .
and the frequency of droughts, irrígationIs essen-'

ti.al to fertilíty. . :T~e . Arabs direct~d the course of

the springs and streams with great labor and. in':' '
genuity, coIlecting the waters in .vast reservoirs,

----.. whence they conducted 'them .1:>y earthen pipes OI- in

open canals tothe trenches of'.their fields. ' They
also introa~ceatlíat 'usefúl macJjine .die 'norJá;JbyPa
means of 'which, wliere streams are not convenient,

J\l1D ,water, may be .raised ..from.wells, and spread abroad
upon the surface of the .earth. ' Abderahman was .
well . aware that agriculture was the .cer taiuand

never-failing supportof an abundant population,
. and ,consequently the true .source ofnationalweálth

amI power. " H e, ' .ther éfore, encouraged by :eyery
means the strong bias of his people forothe improve-

' ment oí their lands. . He -assisted .themvby- con- '

structing reservoirs andaqueducts, and.thus gave a

by Roger,king of Sicily, from th~ .HoIy La~d. ' ..T¡l~!e is,
however; good reason for believing that they were found lit a
much earlier period in the klngdom of Cordova. _ ., :. _ . .
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Conde says that these wandering shepherds were called

moedinos; and he supposes that a corruption of this word h~s .
..pr9d~ced merinos, the name given lit the present da.y in Spaín

to the flocks which annually .migrate from north to south, };
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newstímulustothespirit of agriculturalenterprise..

He gav~ themanexample, in.his immense gardens

of Azarah, upon the banks of the Guadalquivir" of

what could be -done by taste and industry ;. fo~ there

the trees and plantaof .Africa mingled their foliage

with those of Europe, The palm-tree and the banana;

grew bel3ide~he olive a~d~h~orangej which had emi­

gratedinto Spain atan earlier : peri~d; tbe.·sugar...

cane sustaínedthe helplessness of the vine.. '. Like

.most oí- his subjects, theking..hadothe simple and

natura! taste forplants and gardens; :nor .did;~e

esteem .¡t any .degradation lo labor with his own

hanqs, Indeed, the ' most illustrious personages,

those highest in dignity among the Árabs;"loved to .

work in tlieir own :g,"rd'ens~ and-to breathe .a f!esh ra Ge

and fragrant air. .uniler. á slíaa~ OL.their own crea- J

un '1\ tioru Scarce was the short winter of Cordova over,

when the country was peopled at the expense of the

.city ; .whilst .such of the viUagers, in turn, as were

devoted to the care of fIocks, commenced the wan­

dering Íife of their"Arabian ancestors, passinglrolIl

province to province, and from .mountain tomoun-

tain, in search oí the freshest pasture *. ': ,': .
:rhi~ taste for gardens was ~ombined with an
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equal.biasfor the pursuits ofpoetrY. ' Verse-rPaking
mayoindeed -be saidto have beenamania .among

:!! . the Spanish Saraoens. So prevalent was .it, that
;1 ' extemporanéous versification-> rendered easy, doubt- :
'1 Iess. bythe character of the :langmige, and ·by a '

t study ofthe art-was quite geller.al.among',thé :wits
". of. that -country. Severar-piecesof the 'khigs of
,!i Cordovacpreservedfn the contemporary histories;
)
::1 h~ve been' ··translated from. the Arabio by Conde•

.:::I¡ Theyare fullof grace:and fancy, .' Au these learned
:1 men, thesehistorians and : poets~ formedthemselves

'/1 Into academies, assemblíng at stated pefiods, .:to
:11 augment the general stockofleaming and science
:1 By. free .intercourse and by the .clash óf discussion. .
"1 !' ' o .' on Jmp ~'rle.::! . .amb'-' f-r:('l~e alif)' . NothIilg, H?wev.er, so og reatl j; teÍl~ea- to pr~mote

"¡/ the cause of .Knowleage, among .the lúabs as .the
punTRnr Rft pubHb Iibrary established in Cordova by Alhakem,
) the son of Abderahmany .and uíterward. his worthy
:1 successor .' .. Itcontained aH'theknown works .upon

the .sciences, history, eloquence, .and poetry.To
collect it, he sent agents, charged with the purchase

ofbooks, into Egypt, Syria, Greece, and Persia..
The:palace of the prince was ever opento ,ihe wise
of all countries, who weremade to :promise; before
~hey took leaveyto procure all the rare, curious, and

instructíve works of which ~hey had any kn?wled~eo

He .himself classed the .library in compartments,
. according to the various subjectsy .and the:tables 'of'
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reference alone .are said to .havefllled fOl'ty-foilt

volumee.offiftyleaves. ; 'I'hisocc úpationwas with .~ ::

. the virtuous Alhakem but an episodetorthe cares :¡,f¡ ;!

of state ; .forAbderahman, who lived to a,'great old ' ~~!rt

age, ,would .have no .ot her ' minist ér- than His' son; ~~I\fliH
whom hesought tocompensate .inthis way for th é ' \ ,',~, ¡l',', ¡¡"

long privation to which he was subjectedbythe
~q

~O~::ti;:~~:~:::;;ig~;It~::S:~::~;e::;; ~~
, thy reign, my. 'son, that mine. is prolongad." ~ut ' ;t, ~I:I~

wl~en it .at lengthc~ased~ and t~e good king'Ya~é ' !~~1 !
adieu -alike to the careaIandenjoyments-of life, lt I ~U

was too soonfor Spain and for Alhakem, :' - : ..' :. ~' ' ~;l~ ¡ !

: 'So 'greatIy had the populationofSpain increased, ~;' j ¡

in eorisequ'ence'ofthe)ní'prove~ system:ot politica~ ra y Generaü ;[~~

and r.~ral' economy introducen óy the ~rabspthat ~~l!

UnTII f\¡~re éa,n be uO.'donbtthat the con~try w"ich~e~ ¡l':,

south .of the "SIerra Morena, eontamed more 'm"' l
habitants thanare now found in the whole Penin- ~

sula.' ,T ite' cityofCordova naturally rose 't&.the J11.

ránk and standing worthy.ofthe capital' of sovast. . ~¡ :

an .empire; ' It "abounded iri publicediflces, amQJlg' ~~

which were six hundred mosques, fifty hospitals, ~

and eighty. public schoolsc All the streetswere

paved, .and pure -waterwas conducted 'from the

foUntairis'which :stoód at every córner. .Loftyem- ~

bankmonts :resisted the. ov~rflowing 'of th~ Guadal-

1 2 j
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" - The foregoin~ ' observations ~re chi~~y' taken~i~~ U:
' terally...:-from the history oí the Arah .dominatíon culled and
. transIated by . Conde from the valuabIe materlals- in , the
Escorial.' This work has been handsomely rende~ed..int~
French by M. De La Marles; . 1t is full oí ínterest, and con­
tains abundant interna! evidence oí truth. · . . .
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nations ,0,f. that-day, than when compared .withour J1
own. . :Yet . if .an: extensiva developme~~, of local ~ ! i

advantages andof the hounties of nat úre, combined ~J :
~:~e; .:~~~~g:fd::~;i:;~o~~~~:npo:~~atit~~ !~~l

1'6 bl' . d h , ' · ~l' l:; !qua 1 catión. e ong iu.an emment ,egree ,to t e ;,1.1,1;\

Arabian kingdom of Cordova. . : ".: > ,' . , d~l:
~¡¡ l~

,':.T he .prosperity of.Cordovaxleclined . wheri th é . ' ~I': I~
Arab power -in.Spain became broken up Into petty . ,', 'It.

kingdorns ; andít reeeived a fatal blow when .re- . ~" llrl
conquered by Fernando the Saint, who banished ,;~p

aH, the Moslem: in?abitants.' .. When the!. were ,li
gone, Cordova remamed desolate r the 'grass ,sprang rll!
u~:i,n , Its. str~ets an.~ in ,its c.ourt-yards, and the ¡~ , ¡ I

cooling . muste of .1tS founta~ns .tmurmured¡ aHn-:" ay General' ¡l" l!
heard. The eattle liad Heen driven .homeward ~~ ¡ I

Ul1IR by , the , r,e~Urning, , conqu,erers, a~d t,be , fa~e Of,' the It,','
country no longer teemed with men .and animals. '
The plough . stood: still and rusted in its furrow, ,
It .ís-onethíngto sweep off an~ ,ariother torestore ~ .

a:numerousand :fiourishing population .. .i At length, r~
~ . ~ . • . "'111

by : grants of :houses..~nd ;· ~ands, .with , ', ex~mption , .¡~

. from ~axes, .a -few..thriftless people,were .ind uced . ~!

.t~ emigrate from other parts 'of Spain, and...settle ,
in the newly , cpnquer~d region. Th~' AesceI1Q~nts

of thesemen formthe:~scanty population ..ofthe

,c~un~ry~ as it exists at thepresent day. : . ,
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~ . 'Cordovamu~t,from its situation .alone.be evdra:
delightful place;' 'but as 'a city it has small claims.
to heauty, heing cverywhere surrounded by walls;
in 'which the works 'of Romans, Vandals, Goths;
and Arabs areconnected by amodern patchwork.
.The .extent .,oÍ' Cordova is '.the same now as in:the

day of its greatest prosperity, althoughIt contains .
but little more 'than. thirty thousand :ínhabitants• .
The walls .remaining the same, the' houses have
shrunkfrom each other, and put themselves more'
at .their ease ; , so thatmost of them havea vacant
Iotbeside them, 'which is . laid out as a garderi.
Here ,the fri1üs and flowers oí the .tropics flourish

unprotected in the opelf~ir, in~ermingledwith' tl~

production é úftlie iem¡fera:te d imes: : The 2lpeachpe a
the pear, ano the 'apple, .tli~- orarige, lenión, :fig~ und
even Banana .tree, allattain ' an .equal .perfection;

, B'ut the most singular feature in ' the gardens oí
.Cordova Ís theIoftypalm, which is seen towering'
far 'abbve trées, walls, and housetops. ' ·T he palni

. is; indeed, among the .first 'objects ·· which the tra-
.veller discovers as 'heapproaohes: Cordova; and for

a momenthefancies that heisabout to enter sorne
'A frican 01'.Asiatic dty., '
t : Ii is said, that allthe palm-treesin Spain-s-and
they are very numerous in Andalusia, Murcia; 'aild
Valencia-i-preceeded from the oIÍ~ planted .bY the
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flrsr Abderahman .In. bis favorite garden upón.the 11'."," 1

hank of thé.Guadalquivir «: He ihad erected i~ ' l

the same .placea.Iofty towér.fr óm .whose summit ,.~ l¡

the eye' took in "awide. view of the surrounding :[¡¡;

country, ' Th~ amiable prince loved frequently to ;¡j~l~m
.

' lI i

climb 'in' the evening 'to the topof hís tower, .and i~j lt!

to contemplate frorrithe eniinence the o útspread ~¡¡¡

b éauties ,'of the 'very fairest spot in the ,vast 'do.main ~!i l
¡~J ¡

won by his own valor. ' ·When his eye was wearied ~Í!I

with roving over :the remeter.óbjeets of the Iand- ~!¡~I ¡'!

scape, .it returned to d wellup~n the plainer beauties 1t.¡J

thaUay below; ·andespecially upon his . favorita ~i i

p'alm-t ree, which awakened tender recollections' of ¡~I;¡¡

'his lost country. , He 'composed ,verses in praise of It~l i !
; ~ if¡ !:

it, which stillvexist. . "Beautiful p,alni .treel . thou IEU¡i

'. " . .' . : . .1' I . ' _ Id I:\f¡ a . oray {~e , e I 'tI
art, hke me, ,a ,stranger ID this land; :o,ut tliy:' .roots ' \.J aI :,~If

I~!~

find a friendly .and a fertile soil, .thy head rises .into ¡~f,¡~.¡

a genial atmósphere, and the balmy west breathes ~i~

Idndly among ithy brancbeil;Tboú: hastr.now ~

nothing to fear from .evil fortune ; - whilst ..I am 11

ever exposed to its treachery r Whencruel fate ~I

and. thefury .of Abbas .drove ine from my. dear t¡~

country, my tears .often .wátered 'the palm-trees ~ji

which grew upon.' the banks .ofthe lluphrates; 1I

Neither the .trees nor the river havepreserved.thé ~

~emoryofmy,sorrows. ' And,tho~, t?O, beaut~~u~ i
, 11

:¡:
\
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palml . 'hast'~ also .forgotten : thy cOUIltry!'~ · .. The .
palm-tree isalmost the only object thatnow..re:~ •.
mains.to caIl to mind .the gloriousdays of Cordova,
and the dominion of her Abderahmans. ... T4e éy~ , ..

.tur~s from .· thesurrounding objects to dwellupon
ít with pleasurej and fancy seeks to forget the pre-, . .
sent amid the associations ofthe .past. .'

. . But the palm-tree should 'not .make us forget the.
brange, .which .after .all furnishes the fairest orna- .
ment oí thegardens of Cordova, This tree is .no- .;

'where seen ingreater perfectionthan here, where it .
does .not -, require .man's sicklyassístance, but, ' l~ft:

to itsown energies, grows up tP.ick and sturdy .and .

wide-sp~eading. ..'. 1t .does not reach the height of .•
tlie .cherry, h ut ~láS rá la;rger .·trunK; aá ¿eqrially ré~ le ~

gular·..~ifd·sYmmetric · growtli, drid a more imper- :
vious foliage• .· The Cordobeses Ieave .·the' oranges .
unplucked from season .10 Season. ~· .Thus in themid-
dIe.of April, 1 .saw the. tree.coveredwithfruit.jrt ';,

.the same 'time that the blossoms were full blown and. .

falling. .Nothing in nature could bemore .enchant-v ;
,¡ . ' .

ing .than these noble .trees, crowned -at once.witlr.,
plentyand with promise, the..rich verdure .of their.•.:

foliage bl~nded with golden fruit and silver ,flowersocJ
Theirbranches, .too, sometimes.projected .. over .~h~ . :

garden . waIJs, . ·so that many: of thestreets .were.

white withthe falling blossoms, . Th~se being trod:

..... en
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by" the passers by load tlie.air wíth frágrant ~x~

halatíons. ' ' " ,
~l

The streets ofCordova are 'almost all narrow and !:I ~

cr óoked, as, is 'the case in aIl 'thé Spanish cities !'I ~
'~'I ~

where the Arabswere long established ; for wheeled ~¡, ~I

'
- i. ~llt:;

, carriages were not in use amorig them-s-and tb'ey ~ ,

made their .streets narrow, that the projecting roofs ~!~
of the houses might effectually exclude the rays of ~l~

the sun; -They are.hcwever, kept quiteclean. and ' 1\;
thehouses are .neatlj , whitéwashed~ " with each its .. ¡I!

latticed window beside the p' ortal, and overhead .:a ~
r'I' ~i

prójecting balc ónyvfllledwith daffodils, carnations, ti ~
, I¡'

-aria roses, and now and then a young Iemon-tree, I~l
," - , ' , ' . ' , " .Ir

,a~iu , th~ ,foliage.·oí .~hich you' may : oft~n .catch " " ;¡i

,slght of.the {ull bl~~key:ean~ ~~nJ¡lJj j~~ee~ '~ sgmpray Gen;')ralí 1: !
brown beauty as ríeli as die .rIpe frUlt thathangs !

Ul1TA·around. RlU r ' . : ~" '. . , ' :','
"I'h é only .r emar kabléobject to be seen in Cor-'

'. dóva':"'-"tlÍe'only mo.rium~nt,'which,c~lls' to mind the

:age of her Abderahmans-s-is . the: mosquerwhich

, Saint Ferdinand converted 'into the cathedral cof a

bis~~pric. . It v í s : oneof' the most. singular struc­

~üres in the world. "The .mosque of Cordova .was "

;erected after the 'establishment of the WesternCa­

liphate 'by it~ founder, thefirsfAbderah~áTh> He

resolved oto :~ g~ve ' h is capital . the finest mosque in "

'the world-e-superior ín .richness to tl~ose of'Bagdad .

-a~d Damascus, and a,worthy :object .ofveneratíon

,\
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.among th é believers, liké' the. Caabaof .Meeca, ,
reared by the hands of Abraham and of Ismael,
and the Alaska, or Temple of Resurrection, in Je­
.r usalem.v vHe -is .said himself to have traced the

, .plaa, and.,even t ó have -labored an hour éach day

-with his own hands, in order to give anexampleof
.d ilígence to the .workmen, and of humiliation and
'píety to hispeople, The Arabian historians. give

a brilliant description of this . wonderful ..t emple.
.T hey say that .it had thirty;..nine naves one way by
.nineteenthe other, and that these naves 'were 'sus­
.tained upo~ one thousand and ninety-three columns

,of marble. , .On one side were nineteen gates,eor..

responding. to the .naves, : The centralonewas eo- , '
d . 'h' "1' onl,Jme1dral lii? lahAlham t1t'lira ;¡ úenerallf{

,vere '.wit . Rates or .go ; ,t ~ ..~t eri'AWl . ',uronz~,

.beautifully deeorated. '.. Tlie minarets terminated In

D' giltl balls,. surmou~ted by golden ' pom~gl~anate~.
, -This rvast .ediflca was ',lit by,four thousand sév.en
, "" llúndred lamps, ofwhich the ~il was perfumedwith '

.ámber and aloes, : Such is said to '.have .been this
masque in .the timeof theArabs r it is much easier
-to.wouch for and 'determine .itsipr ésent appear-
;anee.. ' ! ' " . c. Ó; » ' • '. ,' " :oO , " " ; ",,' ,1',

...: Th~ exterior of-.the Cathedral offers a quadrangle
-of" six .hundred and twenty fe ét by: four .hundred

and forty. '.' The walls -areahout fifty. feet high, ,oí
' ,h ewn 'stone, ~ild very soJid.; :They are' perfeetly

.plain, without' .coIÚlnns or other ornament, andter- r
, ..' '. ~ . . .

sr1
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minateat the top 'in .alternate sqnares 'and .vacan- ;

ciesclike the Ioopholes-ofa .'furret: :,Thé wonden .-¡ l'

of this building, however, lies withín. L.Heré: 'YQU ~J." ¡ 1

"
11 ~ i

find yourself in a perfect forest of colu.mnsl~d out ~ ¡'

in 'twenty-nine parallel rowsc , T hey 'aré,'stiU.Jilot e' f¡¡¡i

than fourhundr~ciin nUID?er, alth?u.gh ~any ha~e ~~l~,

been ' r~move, d to,n"lak~ ,l~Oom, for the~holrand for I'¡¡¡

chapels. "' T hese colum~s : ~re ' of : different forms "1

an"d. thi~kness, ., ',a,S,W,:ll ",as ,O,l "different. .m~teri, a, 1,s~ ,11

somebemg of gramte, 'others of serpentine, ", por- , " "¡J.!

phy~y,jaspér~ an.díIiarblesof every kindand color. ~~j ~

' T hey supported, s~all , arches , t~r?wn , fro~ ,colu~,~ ~~I i, ;l

t~ column,on WhlCh~ rested orlglnall~ a h~q~, roof , , tflt'

or.· w?od;but "a ·century ' or twQ : _~go, th~' ediflce " I¡¡ll

u~derwent many '~h~n~es. • . 'Fne· ~:lwooaei(~o6f¡ w~sbra / :.Jenerc .~· I~~

removeo, and a second serl~'Of.arcHeswas throwtl I ~

over tHe ligñter ones of the original construction. ' 1

But the moet remarkable álterátion that then.took

place was the erection of an 'immense Gothic clioir,;:

which ríses. Iike 'a distinct church, in the centreof

the .qmidranglé. . It may be: .that at the .same time?

ten -of the navesweré -Iikewise 'removed: to make:

room in 'front' of the Cathedral,:'which would.at:

once accountifor' the-difference-irrthe.numher .of:

. the naves 'and columns, as described:--by:,~he'A"r~bs;;

apd :as,theyare fourid .:at thepresent ,'day~ , " ;Wh~té'

the 'original .walls .rernain untouched. they :'are , 'dj~,"

ve¡,ed.With·~ profusion of'minuteomamentss.worked!

" ·
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upon a surface of plaster, and whích, in' the form­
of'. wreaths and garlands, :coritain sentences .from
theKoran,

.. : On one side of" the Cathédral is stilI fourid .t he
. spaciousgarden planted by the third Abderahman;

and .which now' serves as a .vestibule to the temple.
Over ,the .por tal which :gives ' ad~iftance . to : this

place is an ','Arabic inscriptíon . from the.Koran,
begirining with :".:O :trúe ..believers l come .bót.to
prayers'wheU:ye.,are .drunk/} ' ; Thearea is sur­
roundedby .high .walls, within 'which :are . sorne­
v.ery: largeorañge~trees, said to be con.temporary,.
with 'theMoors. : W hen ,1 saw themythey .were

loaded ,with fruitand flowers.and eJ:.lliven~dwit~ "

/eralifE,

" ,

; :. ~ 1

M08queo} Cordova.
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themusicof many birds~ . ,Tocomplete thecharms

of 'the ·siJot, .therear é sever~l fountains of gusliing .

water. falling into marblebasins filledwithglisten-

- ing shoals .' oí gold and silver fish. ', ·T he main :en­

b·ance ·td ···th~ .ni~sque· laythróughthlf/~ro:v~rand

it was probablyintended.tbythis:displayof tiátúr~l

attractions, to banish the .recon~ctionof thé:~orld

· wÚ4o~t~ 'aIld :só~the .the: p ássioús o~theJ)~Ii~~~r'~n

liis · w~y ·~···prost~~te.·:hi~sel~ in. ·thé pr~~e·~~~ :Qf..his

God': - ': .....'. ' :, : . ~ : /: . . " !, ::i : ::' < · .· - · :~ ;"." ::'" .: ' ; : , i. :; : ; .

. .One óf~anj ~isits· 'that :1 madeto.the"'Cáthedral

~va~1 ori"~u~a~Y.at· .·.•the;'celebratíon .' ri~' gr~~~ :~.~~~~

It was Easter 'Sunday-: T Ile faithful were crowding .

to the sanctuary; the dignítaries of the Cathedral

were aH present; tge~hoiPWas fun{a~d_the bishoB' ra

hi.mself .stood ready to offi!iate,. w~th crosier 'and

l1TA mitre, anH a:1! ihe pomp ofepiscopacy~ . rrhe. Pas.-

· sion Week was past-s-the sufferings, the agony~the'

death of Christ, had beencommemorated, andnow

· they had come 'together to celebrare his resurrec­

tion from the dead, . Mortification and sorrow and

restraint were forgotten; happiness was in every

heart, .joy up ón every . countenanee. •Th~ .noble

organ was touched bya master-hand, whilst the'

stringed instrumenta, the bassoons, and 'the various

and 'well-practiséd voices harmonizedin the softest •

symphonies, orswelled intoa pealing chorus; that re­

s~unded through thelofty ehoir and countless naves'~_

. ..: .....

. I I
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As I 'glalÍ~ed round upón the work of Abderahman
andup~n the temple of Mahomet, over which thou...
sands of .lampsonce shed a noonday effulgence,
and upon the .pavement which had been .often
strewedby the prostrate -bodies of Moslems, 1 felt
bewildered by the singularíty of the associationsP. .

,. .,. .This .mosque was the third in veneration among the Mus­
sulmans.being only inferior to those of Mecca and Jerusalem.
1t was customary, among the true belíevers, to make píl­
grimages between Cordova and Mecc~.Hence the Spanish
proverb "Irsed.e Ceca a ·M eca,"~" Goíng from, Ceca to
Mecca,":-applied 'to aperson who w.andersa long way on a
fruitless errand;Ceca beíng, if my memory servesme, tlÍe
:ttrab name for the mosque of Cordova, . ' " . :'

s1
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CHAPTER XV.

KINGDOMS .'OF.CORDOVA AND SEYILI.E•.

E~cursion. to the Desert of Cordova.e-The He~ano ;M:ayo¿

~The Hennitage..:-The Garden.-Return.-Start for Se:­

ville with Tio Jorge~-Cross the .Guadalquívír.c- Galera

Party.-,-Azhara.-Ecija and her little ones.-Decayed Con~

dition of Andalusía, . ' . . . .

THE afternoon before Ieaving .Cordova, T went

to visit a very famous hermitage; 'sitUated :about

fiye miles . from the city, in ' the last range of the

Sierra Morena. An old porter, who had shown

me aH the .wonders oí .Gordova, ~was to: have,beén
~ u e I I IClIII

my guide to the desert:; out as he md not 'cQme'~t

UJ1T the ap.pointed hour, 1 grew impatient andstarted

.a1one, determined 'io inquirethe way. As 1 passed

throughthe beautifulpublic walk which.lies with ...

out the gate, in the di~ection of the Sierra, acut­

throat-Iooking group . of . three . or,' fQUJ;" occupied

the stone benches beneath the. trees .; and whilst

one oí them smoked his cigarillo, the others were

stretched flat. upon their faces, ' .enjoying :a siesta,

undsr the influence of the .shade .and .of a gentle

'breeze which blew refreshinglyfrom the mountains.

Leaving the city walls, '1 struckat once into the

.roaq which had been .poirite~ outforne .the . day .

, 1
I
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before as leading to the hermitage. 1 had not
gone far, however, between wav~ng fields of wheat
and barley, before 1 discovered .that 1 was closely
followed by an 'Ül-looking fellowv'.the same Lhad

seen smokíngupon the bench. : This alarmed me,

for the porter had told me severa! stories of people
who had been robbed and beaten jn this short pil­
.g rimage ; . indeed, he ' had shown an unwillingness
'to goori thisvery aeeount. . It atonce occurred to

me, that if the fellow intended any .treachery, it
would be ' easi for hím to ospr íng uponme unseen
from .behind ; . SO, crossíng: to the opposite side of

.tlie 'road, .I: slackened my .pace suddenly jmd al­

lo~ed.him}pgo pasto . But he did not seem t~ like
this new :statiOl) il. advaÍl~e fny' oett€r tnaÍl 1 Iik éd '
mine; for he: presently seatea liiniself bythe road .

DRTside, and. when '1 had once more got before him, he '
again resumed his joumey, This looked verysus- .
picious.. " 1 laid my hand atonee upon a dirk, whieh
T hadof late occasionally carried.ín 'my ram bles by .
dayand night,·~nd,~ . turnirig towards the fellow wlío

thus pertinaciously followed my footsteps, 1 awaited .

· his. appróach ..~ He ' was quite a young man, .but
sturdy .and 'athletic, with a "soiled : and neglected

dress, and as dogged 'and 'ill-favored afaee "as 1 had

seen for-mariy a day. He passed thesecond time '

without noticing me; and on comingto .where the

.: road divided a little farther on, where, asis frequent

<
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ínsuch situations, a rough stone cross b'ore testimony. !,~.;,,~,
to sorne act of violence, hetook á diWerent .road from \

, t l1e one leadingtothe hermitage, : It rnight .b'etliat,

seeingrne onrny guard,. he ·i~te~ded to joi~ hiscom-: . '. ..~IJ ¡ ;;.

rades anod waylay me in, the cork wood farther on, \¡ l oi

or .else upon rny return t~ Cordova. . ;1 did n~tlike> ' ' . ":111 '1

1

:,;'

the appearance of things, and stilI less totum' baék I ~

. from rny undertaking ; . so Lpushed.on briskly,be": !. )
ginning to asce~d .tbe mountain." . . :' ;:. '..' ', :'.: ~. ; . . . ~

+hel~vel);mds, coveredwith grainand 'pasture . . ' I f

.' and fruit-orchards, now gave place toa rugged rocky ' 1~ I
, steepvcovered with brambles, interspersed wíth '.á " ~ r
.' ~catte~ing gr~wthof'c?r~~tréeB ~nd algarl!ob!Js;~~ich. . ¡f !!

, s~on, conc~al~~ ~he hermítage from my vie~. : ' ~s". ' . ItH
,1 advanced; the be áten road igra~uallx .bra~ched . '

. . " '-o , . I I . ' . a.¡. na!;,!] 'ray.Gene al
: ioto ;several paths that :\Vauitd among ;the trees. ' , I n . 1

I1TR.such a.case it was very easy .~~ mis~ .on~'.s w~y; ·"~!3d~..

as lJad l ucK .had , of late presided ~ov~r roy ,affairs; .

..it :wa~ more than .easy .for 'm~ to missmine. . , ':J;hus '~

, ,.perple~ed,:I chosethepath which led most directly. ,

upward"until it brought me to a Ievel ,spot,.:ivhere '

there was 'a srnaltfarm~housestlrrounded ' :by. 'añ ~or-

,~ chard,' :Ther~ '~as n~ody' at homebut 'alarge riiás~ . "

:,i iff', 'wh,o -:ga-ve -me .avery bad reception, spi.-ínging .: ,

. :; ,at' tne, fie!rcely~ as:"I 'entered-the.gátew~y; thelength

•..of. Pis .chain.-c-beside :a, s"Qnb qrnt :urchin; 'whowas" ."

'sc~rc~ly .able :to ' h~ar .and ~nswer :my .questions for. . '

.: tb~ ,40wlings ,of ,his nqisy~.~o~djut~r:, . ·· . Findíng ~t ; .
YOL. n. " . ' . -, . . .K ' ' .
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length what L was in search of, he told methat-the
~oad'io the desert laya long way to the left,'áhd
thatLshould scarceget there with the SUIí~ , ' 1 knew
that . the Iíttle fellow must .be mistaken, : for there

. ' :. , , . . . .. ,
wereyet two hours ofday ; and though .sweatmJ~
with the heat, the : foil; ' .and the vexation, 1 deter­
mined to persevere. . The lad could.mot leave hi"s
home toaccompanymethe whole ",'ay, hut he showecl

me the .road ; and just b'efore..h~l<~ft me; he pointed

.to a' sudden angl~' of the path where an overhanging ,
rock formedacavern beneathjand told me how one
DonJose, arich mayorazgo ofCordova, ·whoni he

.......;",."...__~. i:~eemed. astonished :that Lshould ~ neverhave .heard

____~ of, had been .plundered . in that :very'spot oí his

norse" his rpurse; .andnhis '-c1othes to.:his ver:}" ;sh irt;e ra líff
and sent bacK. .to ' ~ofa~v~ as baRea .us when ',his

ninother,'bore him'; " 'I'herewas smallencourageuient
in thisparting informationóf my little friend ; ·but
1 kept on, and, after many .awinding .turn..up the

,side of the mountain, carne at length to the gate of '
the hermitage. : ' '. ~ . .

'. Lfoundrthe hermitage situated uponone 'oí .the
wíldest ledges of the 'inouQtain. " ItJsbounded oh '

the southernand 'easterri sides by a 'p recipice oí a
fearful depth, andon every other hand the world is ,
as effeetually shut out by an irregular wall connect­

ing and bindingtogether the scattered rocks.which '

badbeenrudelythrownthera byihe 'hand. ofNatl1re. ,
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Having rung .at the gafe, Lwas presently recon-

noitred throughasmall grated 'window' by one of t I
the hermits with a pale face and a-long -beard , He . 1. ~I

asked what Twouid have ina tone of'.meekness. U¡I¡!

t "told him 'that 1 had come to see the Des~rt of 11lt:.·..... l.¡· ·.i,:",..·.i

Cordova. "H edisappeared .to askthe permissionof
the chief ··.b:r'other , and soon after re...turned-to g" ive 1

i { ::

::s a:':di~in~fie~sdt:~~::h~:;~~h;tm:d:rt;ri:~d; 1'11'.. l.!

expecte to n .:every t mgWlt ID ' reary ·an· . ¡ . i
graceleSs" "a's '~ became theabode of"austere misan. I ~ ~

. thtopy; but 'instead. ofthat, .there were fífteen or i l ~'lf¡;
twentydittle whitewashedcottages,~estling·among 1) t
the · rocKs; and almostoverrun and hidden ~mid ' ;1: 1I

vines, 'fruit-~re~s; ~~¿. ~~~~rs~lJ~~E~re~~~~~\'fft~r!llbraYGener I t l.
saVl;tge aswith óutz ffihe rocks and preClp'lces :were ' . '

of .e9.u~l boldness ';' but manhad been busy,andthe
1111' Urain ana :tHe. sun had .lent their:assistance: .I ndeed,

vegetation could .nowherebe moreIuxuriant, und
.the plants and.flowérs .had .a 'richriess of color '~nd

. of perfume th~tcould scarcebe' surpassed.
.On approaching ' the .cottage of the ' hermano

mayor 01' .chief brother;' he'came to ·'the door to

receiv~ 'ine;signedthe.cross over me, and. ipressed
my hand in token ,of a welcome.L'Like the other
hermíts, the herm~nom~yor'wore a large' garmeni '

of coareebrown .cloth, gii'~ roundthe'middle with
a rope, and having a hood .for the head. . T.he ·ónly

. " . ' K' ,~ ,

, .
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covering oí 'his feet consisted ',of .a coarse shoe of
half-tanned leather. ' .. Yet was there something .in:

his .app~arim~e 'which ~oúld ' have .·enabied . one té>
single .him "out .at once from the whole fraterniiy~'

He :had á Iofty and tow éring formvand .features ol
.the vel'j noblest: mould.. : 1 cannot ' tell .the curiotis~ .

reader: howIong his beard was; for afterdescend-
. ingareasonable distance.along the chest; it returned

t() expend ·itselfin the hOS<?ID of hishabit; 'I'his man ..

was such a .oné aa.in any dress 01" situation, a per~ ' ,

~on would.rhave .turúed to .look :at asecond time ;
butas .he now stood .before ' me, in addition .to the ~

--~-~effect of hisapostolicgarmeritchis 'complexion and

.--'---h is , e~e .had~a; clea¡'riess· that no ~oné :.can ~,éon~~ive :,

, ' wlio .·is :no1'familiar ' \vitlí .Ttlíe.aspéct -óf tllóse' :~ho e a"f
. havepra<?tised a l ong a~a 'r igjCl ' 'aostinence from .

1111\ ·nr 1\11 ariirila1fo?dánd'every.exciting 'aliment . . :. Ji giyes a,

lustre, .a spiritual .intelligence. to t~ecoimtenanée, '

'; that hassomething .sairit-Iike and 'divine j and t;he .,
adventurous .artíst .who 'would essayto trace the .
lineaments of ·his Saviour rshouldseek arnodel in

sorne convent of Trl;lppists or:C~~tÍi~~i~~~~'or in the ,'
ethereal regíon' ofthe Desert of Cordova, -,-:-: ' ~ , : ": : :
;' W hen' we wereseated in thé cell of the superior, _

he":beganat once .10 ask. questions about .America t ,

for I -had sent i~ w~rd: thata 'citizen of the U nited , ~

States a~kedadmission~h~v,~ng' ever,found ¡his:~~a~ .'

, r ácter '10' bé a ready passport. ".!le had bee~'.·?n
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mercantile business to México many.yeara .before,

, . and hadcome away at .the commencement of'-the

revolution, ' H e felt anxíous. to hear something 'of

, its present condition, ' or:which~ he was very Jgnórant;

'-,and, whenI had satisfied .his 'curiosityand rose t ó

depart, he gave me alittle cross óf awood 'that had

grown .. within .the consecrated enclosure; :and liad

. been r udely wroughtby. the hands .of.the.hermits,

He told me that; if troubles andosorrows .should ,

, evef assail me, ir 1 sho úld grow ' weary .ofworldly

vanities, if.the burde~ oí. existerice should ever wax

heavier than I could b éarvI might -leave all behi.nd

and come'fo their ~ solitud é, .where 1 should be at

least sureofa 'pe~cefriI anda welc6me hom~~,:Theri,

.orderin.g· a blothebto 'show..me everJ th. ing' '.hhe ut-.. G' ~ . ' . .

__ .',' '" r '" , - d ' . ' C1, I !a ra y ener:
tered abenedictioñ] a rid bade;me:'.' Gó,with ,G6d'W- . . : I a ~.

t ~ g~od-n'1;1tur~d friar of thecorivent of San Fran- ., .

ciscó -in Coidova, ' who ' ~ad come out to take the

.mountainair with .two young .lads,: his .relat ións ,

, ~ook ' his le~vé ' at the same .time of thediermano . .-

, ~yor" and we all went the rounds togetherc.. The' . ~ : ~ , '..

Iittls chapelwefound under the sameroof.with the ' .

principal cell:'~ .Ú has;h~en ,'.en riehed '.by.'th e' pious

gifts of the faithful and 'dev.out ; · forisilver, ' gold,

and precious sfon~s áre 'everywhere :in ~ 'prbfusiori.

AS.Jhe desert is "dedicated .tó the Virgi~,., the.al.~ar .~

of the chape] is dec~rated by 'a painting ofher.pos-

. ,sessing heavenlysweetness'ofexpression. ::I , ~ i rigere~-

';~. -
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l~ng ón this consecrated spot, Whát a 'cC¡Úrast be-,
..tween the dazzling' splendors oc.that altar, and the

humble garb andIiumbler unien of the penitents

who layprostrate before it!
.From the chapel we went to see the differentcot­

tages Ófthebrethren. 'I'heyare very small, con­
tainíng each a ' small sleeping-room, .witha .broad

platform, á straw pillow, and two blankets for the
whole bed-furniture, A second apartment serves
as á. workshopand a kitchen, . Each brothe; pre­
pares his own food, whích consists. of milk. .b éans,

cabbagesyand .other .vegetable dishes, ehiefly culti-
vated bythemselves in the hermitag égarden. There

is alarger building fortheInstructionof .novices;
,: wHere they"~ss . a year··indlearning 'tlie duii és(bf ne

z their new life "tinCler trIe tutelage of a:ll élder'brother. .

.1\ he br óther did not fáií to lead us to the p~ojec~- .

ingp'oint of t~e'ledgéuÍ?0~ which the hermitage
.staridsjnear two thousand feet above 'the ·lével .of
. 'the city, and which is bo~nded oh three sides by a

_ .fearfulabyss. .' Hence you .commanda 'broad view

OL one of the fairest regions.of Andalusia. ;:A rock .
.which occupi éd 'tliespothas been hewn :'a~ay,: ' so .

as to leaveastone :arm':chair, jtistát th é pinnacle.

.This 'stone chairhas received sundry.greatperson­

"ages ': .'amotig .others the 'F rench Dairphin,'and Fer- '

y .' .•nando Séptimo, who halted here to review a' p~l'.t()(
.his kirigdom·on oneof his forced ·Iil.arche;io .cadiz~
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Theaugtist · pressu~e , whieh the chair hadfélt on . .

form ér occasions did not, .however]. hinder US from

seating ourselves inturn, and. gazing abroadupon

the splendid panorama. The view .was indeed a '

. fine one; the hourfor contempl átingitmost auspi­

cious ; . for th~ sunhad well nighfinished hiscourse,

andwas soon to hide himself-s-uncloudedaud bril- .

liant to the .Iast-i-behinda projection .ofthe Sierra.

Moren~. :T he ".c6uu"try ,about us was brokeuand

savage ; precipices amI. ravines, 'rocks ánd .half­

growI). .t rees, were.. thrown ..tog~tlier .in ·the utlnost

confusiónr but 'below the scenerywasof the most

peaceful kind , for ther é.theCampania spread itself .

in a gehtle 'succe$siofi .of slopes .and .swells, every,;. .

-w~~r'e :covered ..:wi~I{,wlieat::fi~ld~,?v~n~!árd~, , :,~rig'"a yGe~era':' ,

frmt-orcha,rds. . .~líe' . GuaaalqU~y~~ . , glidetl nobly . . ' ;

amid th~ :,white b uildi.ngs: ,qf ·.Cordo.v:a,·, ' .conce áled .

occaeionallyín its meanderings a~ ·it woundround a

. .slope, .and .emerging ugaíndn.a.suoóéssion ofgl~ssy

lakes, which-served: as ·htirrors ':to:the-rays of'.th é

sun. The course .of the.river .might, however] :bé

·coIistantly" ·tr~céd, by.thétrees which,,~kh:ted .ít,and

'byá bread range .ófméadow.land sweeping baek

from .thebanks, and.thickly -dotted ..with.cattle. ..In

the....distancerose ;the -towering Sieiras _of.:~onda '~~d· ·

!Ne\ ada; the lat'ter :blendingits snowysummit-with

thecloudsc: At:'.its foot ,Jies '.Granada; 'cblest,éwitfiJi ·

~conÚnu~l sÍ?rin$; ' :·~':ld.~ sur~ouñded 'by :tbát: .Iand of
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promise-c-that favored Vega, 'over which the Genil ' '
and the Darro~a;~ ever scatteringferulity. " " "
' 13üt the ~ 'pleasantest ifnot :the most -interesting

portien.oí our ramble was when '\veciune' to -wand¿f
through 'the.garden; It was arrangedIn terraces; .
withoutmuchattention to symmetry, wherever the;
rocksleft avacant space, and levelled offto prevent '

the soil from being washedaw'ay'. Thcse terraces were "

occupied by plan tations of pease; lettuce, and cauli-
)lówers,interspersed with fruit-trees, "which :seemed
to thriveádmirably ;,',whilst the vine occupied Iíttle.:
sunnyangles formed by ,aconjunctionof the rocks, _
net~eÉm which it hung itself in festoons, ~ : N orwas

~~-m.ere omament entirely' Hroscribed' in thislittle ;se:.
elusion, Th'ere'were'ever.xwIÍer~t~edges~f tlílfairéJt el"
fíowers, diviaing , die:beds ' and 'creeping alongthe '

rocKs; so that here ' the' perfumes .of the parterre
,were 'added to the wíld aromas of the :mountain.

, .t.rhe roses'~f white, of'orange, and ofcrimson formed,
, however; the chief' attraction of thespot; for Jhey

h'ad ' an unequalled .richness 'of' smell 'arid color.
,'W e were aIlowéd ' to select a few ofthese beau tiful
flowers, "'Yhich are' in such estimation throughout
'A ndalusia; that you scarcelymeet the poorest pea~ , '

sant; 'going , to his d~ilj toil; 'without :orie of.'the~ :

thrust through his button-hole 01' lodged overthe
l~ft 'ear, his round 'hat. being giúli~ turii.~d · aside
to "make room for it, This passion .for' ...rosesis

, , ~ ; " '.. " '.

;, ~~- " o, ' - ·r·~'t;f}.t~,,/'· ~'(. :'..-:
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of course stronger -ániong thé,:'womim. . 'I'hey wear
,th~m in the Úesses of their hair, .or at their girdré ; ,
and often hold them in the same .hand that moves
th~ fan, or ,else dangling: 'by the stem from ,their
teeth. ' , , ~~' . . ' '.' .'~ ," " ' , ' . :

,'.Án occasion. nowoccurred of seeing something
ofthis, In the eagerness of the two lads, 'and: even"
oftheir old uncle, :who hastened to avail themselves

, of.the privilege ofcarryiilg 'h~~lt;'~ach; a bunch: of '
flowers.' . One o.f,these twolads.had :apalej.sickly,
'~ity look ] theother. was . aboutthirteen, a'ndon~Óf
the handsomest boys.T had ever. seen," . He..had . '
~ome from ,Montil1a ' w.ith his .sister, to spend the
lioly week. in .Cordova. It was the. first time: 'that .
he liad been so f~~ f¡l6m líome ; 'f~ndJ ñis" ¿it.f cO':lsinra ~ Ge¡'
and,' their 'comm6Íl imele, tHe' friar, .naC1 brought ' .

Ul1H\ liím 'out . t~ . see . the .wonderful desert, ' He ~ ' was
,dressed in the tr¡l'e'majo style.vas became the.son of

a sturdy cultivator-s-a lo~-crowned beaver.with the "
brim. graceful1y "turned .upward, and ornamented
withtassels: and . variegated .ibeads; a ,shirtem~

broidered at .the, sleevesy-thé collar, ,and the ruflles ';
a jacket and breeches :of .green .velvetveverywhere
studded. with gilt basket-buttons j .. with ;shoes 'and
leggings ,oí. the .beautifully . tanned . aud bleached
Iea,ther.injise in Andalusi~.: · The boy was .enthú- .
siasticjn'praise ,of theroses, which he .allowed were
finer than áriy to .be found jÍlMo~tilla,..though.but.
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a little while before he had been eulogizing his

native place for the whiteness of its bread and the
flavor of its wine. . , .

By .the timewehadseen the garden, the sun had
got low, and warned us that we had to .sleep in
C órdova. The friar had made himself acquainted

with allmy affairs ; and finding that our roads lay
,the same way, he proposed that we should all go '

together. , The propositíon" was gladly 'accepted,
,b óth 'for the sake of good fellowship, and becausé 1

,' h ad not forgot the possibilityof an encounter In the
~__~dark with the fellows who hadshown a díspositíon .

toescort.me inmy outward journey. l 'took leave of

t he Bennits alld, , their J>~aceful aqode with a fe, ~lirig "+
, ' 'd " 11' ' '''l ' Q.nI' Ih":]'1.al a. 2.1' 1narnorav el era IIE

, . ' of goo ,';Wl ' . :WUl~l.l, . au ~lOt ~~:~ ~e.t In t~~n~ng my
.back :uponaúyréligio ús commumty In Spain, ·T hese

,r ec1uses take -no'vows al: the time of their admissíon,

so tbat' they may return to their ihomes .whenever .
, -·.thej please. : T he hermanó '. mayor, had formerly

: been a wealthy .merchant in,Mexico,and .after­

',wards i n Cadis.whichpface, the .friar toldme. he

.h ad .left 'SOrbe- years befare, to bury himself in this '

, ,:solit uqe, ' There .was-another hermit who had heen

íthere t w'enty'years.Hewas'a graridee of Portugal,
íandhad given uphonors-ánd 'estates' toa younger

, :brother~ to -tufn .his back upon..the .worldfor ',ever.

-The rest df ,the brethren 'were vulgar men, " c~iefly

.peásants .f rom. theneighbourho ód, who ihad 'beell .

----..:.....:.....-- - .1
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conducted to the descrt by a deep-felt sentiment óf

piety, or by worldly disappointments and blighted.

hopes, ~r whohad come upon the .moré difficult

errandof.escaping from the stings of remorse.and

. . easing a loadedconscience byceaseless prayers .and

unrelentíng maceration, .'rhese .humble breth~en .

do not l~veby the toiloftheir fellow-men, but eat

only the fruitsof their own labor. ·T heir wants, in-

deed, areall reduced to 'the narrowest necessities uf .

nature, lt may ~be tb'at their 'piety -is .arnistaken

one; but itcertainly rnust bésinc érejundjfthey

add little to 'theirown happiness, they tak é nothing

.froro the happiness ·o.f others, , ,' " .: • . '

~t the gate'of the hermítage we ~éfl¡'ray Pedro;

a 1av. brother..'and ',:kin. ,do. of nor.tereto .theeco.,nvent b.fbra' y' G'. e' . '.'
J . ' , . < 't · " , .1'1 " • . 'C:' :\..4 . lllc1/ . , . nea

our monkIsh :frlend; ·a\ld :who, ~lke him, wore t he " .' . ' . '

Ul1T blue habit.,ol:-San .Francisco. , He ~ad ~ome'out

with the party to lead the mule, which was browsing

among :the.rock~; and when .he .ihad caught it, :

we all set .out -on the -descent, After winding rby

zigzag :paths. :h alf-v/ay :down .theside.oí th eímoun­

tain, we carne ' to .aIittle rill, springingup -under a

. ;pre~ipice, 'and whichhad ¡bee~ .made .to fallinto ~

'stone basin, ,;Here ,Fray,:Juan.commaIided .ahalt,

:and · when.: old ':Pédro »hadccoúre . up :with .-:th~

mUle,he 'took .Clown tli~ ' : alf~rjas'- : 'ánd produced-e

leathern bottle of plump dimensions, .wíth ' S.Óttl~

bread andu-preparation ·'of figs andvother d~ied
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'fruít, éalled pa~digo; ~r ' bread oí ngs, , which
'ís ' ináde 'into .r olls Iike Bologná 'sausage; , This ' ,
'simple 'food 'neéded .no 'other seásoning, thari ~he

keen appetite whích the exercíse and the moun- .
tain airihad excited tóbecome. very acceptable;

" llOr' did 1wait ~ second invitation to -join in', and
take my turn .at the .Ieathern bottley .as ít -rapidly

performed the round 'of our circle. ,Fray 'J uan had
probably done penance ·fn ' the holy ' week, an'd'

, doubtless thoughtthe' occasion a 'good one tobring
,up 'arrears ; 'i ndeed the bottle ~ingered nowliere 'S?

_____long as in'hís hands.until at length'he became a~

¡' • merryas a cricket, .T he remains ,oí our-.repast
11
1

" 'being stored 'a way 'in t he saddle-bags, and .' old ,
I 'p u h' p r "An I I '..l::l 't..?l rf , 1 ,Al. li~h ' . «: h 'eral,'+
1I euro avmg ' mounteu, tue mu e, WItone01.' te . l'

1

I1. lads before' and tlie otHer behind hlni,' we once
IJUI1T1\ DI J\n Ifi.Qr.e ,set forward. Fray Juan rolled his' habit
¡ snúgly round him, and tucked it under his girdle
I¡ of rope, so as to leave his thin legs u~e~b~r~ass~d,

1

, .when he 'set off 'capering d ówn the mountain, the
11 'most Iudicrous figure imaginable.s By degrees he
1 .eooled down with the 'exercise, 'and then went 'on
¡, more quietly, striking up á. royalist song oftriumph
1, .to óne of the old Constitutional airs. , T he"others
1: : . ' ' , • '

1

1I ~oined. in at the c~orus~ ,and ,forme~ '~, musi~ ,'w~l(~h
! In , this mountam solitude was far from con-

11
1 ', ~em~tibl.~" :
l : .'In this :",ay we went merriIy forward, and. at

1I
1I
11

1

1

I
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sunset arrived . lit' a .'7i'ltértá; 01: fruit- órchard and . . ¡~ ¡JI'

. ~ . - . ... . . -ti,I

'kitchen .gardén;~ that. · 1ayiÍl the :road to.Cordova, 1
1
." .;1'.1

It ,belongedto: thé ', co.nv.~nt . of .San .F ranciscó; I I· ¡' ~ ; :

andwas keptby.a fri~Ild o{ih~·friar~' :Wé.walked f.j;';

. 'd . 1 . - d' 'h' h 'ti ' " .. d h' lll '!:.::i,i¡,":
m-,an were wel ' recelve . y .l ~ . ar~erari ris hi'::"

wife. . -T he :'~h~le 'h uéit~ ' was levelled.. off with : a.. . i ¡¡ !I:!;,~.,,! j'~'I!

gentle -slope; : and in the highest part, . near ..the. l.
. house,' was a large. reservoir .of mason-work, kept I (:lit1

constantlyfullof water, :by meansof á never-failirig . .\ ~}~ I

brook, whích passed along theouter wall, ·.paYing a . 1 ~~¡!

tribute of fertility to many an orchard andgarden- I . lii~'

in .its way tofhe Guadalquivir; '."From the reser-. I I~~ ¡

voir t~¡' ,,:aier:i~ seot at pleasure tó any part ofthe . 1.~t!
neJd. In little -canals formed 'along -the..sl¡lrfaceof : .' I !~ :i¡ '

the gronna, .andvthus ~the iriconveriienc50f a droúght, . 1 1~¡\¡

is ,always .avoided. : mh~' fieldUih~s ' fJr~~ned :~itf¡:lbra. y Gen'e 'a 'H!

UJ1T. the ,m' e~n..s.. o.f fe.r. t..ih'ty·w. ' ~. S'la!. .d., .ou~ ·W" . ' i~1i ?~. 0.. ~ ~f ve
g
.e~:,. · .1..1,•.1)

tables,Interspers~dwith date, fig,olive, orange.Iemon. ., . '.!

almond,peaéh; plum, ánd,pomegranate' trees. ' The. :

o~aiige.anathe)eni~n stillpreserved theirfruits.; . .. ~ ~~

~nd ~~ej, 'as -~él~ ' ;a~ ma~y .of thaother.. tre~s~ , wer~ .. ~

hkeWlse .covered , with leaves ·and:blossoms, In .the ,fl

full prideof their.vernal decor átions,;: . . . il

.' OÍl ~ti¡' return fr~m walking round thís .delightful . . , ~!

spot;>we ' found that the woman ':of"the ,house hado .

place~ 'a : littl~ 'wooderí table , by..the '.side 'of .the ', · ~ .

. re~eryoir, and .had .'prepared .'a.salad 'for :us,, :w~iéll, .. ..

w~t~ breadand sometimes .meat, fonnsthecommón..

" I
, !

,... .


