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towards.accepting the .offer, and her embarrassment
and vexati~n seemed only to grow greater, at thus
Iosing the cause of her displeasure, By this time,
the oldrnan, whohad thought it was all over when
he had kissed the children, began to grow impa­
tíentvand ·gav.e the word of coinmand. ' , Away went
themules. : Andres would not 'part in anger. He,
went to receive a farewell. kiss from his wife; but
Márgaritaturri~d' away pettishly, striking her, little
foot 00 the.ground and.shakirig her, head, as though
she. would have torn hermantilla, Without more
ado, heleft her to her ill.hurnour, and overtaking
toe coach, caught the left mule by tbe tailyand
léapeo ' to the wooden platform beside his father,
; ,Mea~time,. BeMrizlÁnct I c?eút°ourL\líeaas~óut, bf2(Jeralí
the window j :sne from 'interest and affection, 1 ,from

l1H\ DI Al1 ctiriósity.' , The girls remained where we.left .them;
, throwing up their handkerchiefs, ' andsending after

us a thoúsand kind words and well-wishes. . l\far-'
gárita alone stood motionl ess in' the ' sanie place,
with herhead turned away. Gradually, however,
shemoved round tocatch asight of.us; andwhen

,: she 'sawthat.herhusband was not looking at iher,
seemed to be sorry for what .she had done" shook

,her fan at him fondly, and eried out at the top of
her.voice; ~' ,Until ,we' nieet, Andrew !"-" Hasta
la,v¡sta~ Andre« 1" . ' But it. was too late, he 'would
not .hear, andbeating the mule nearest him.with

t~,
J:
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,great energy, we were soon descending the opposite
,hill. The last 1 sawof Margarita, she had hid her
face in her hands, and h~r companions were draw- '

r ing roundto offer consolation,
Andresforgot his wife and his vexation at the

bottom ofthe second.hill, 'and went o~w~.rd Iaugh- '
ing and joking with every one ~hom we either met
or overtook upon the road. : .Bometimes hewalked
hesicle the mules, eheering themwith.a tuneless
ditty; sometimes he sent them galloping clown one

hill and up another., himself standing with one foot
in the step and holding by the door; : 'as he spoke
comforti~g'words to Beatriz, telling her how many
fine things were to be seen in Madrid, and describ-
ing tbe palace and .the Prado.anSometime~ herran Ge' ere

, , ' , . ' J ,

away to exchange a worB. with a: felIow ~agal; ' for
we met many coaches going to Toledo, .tobe there
in the holy week, when it is one .of tbe most won­

derful places in Christendom. ' The' cardinal arch-
bishop was among the number. Hehád 'n d .other

attendants than hisconfessor a~da single servant,
who rode with him in a plain carriage; drawn 'by ' "
.four hired vmules. , His own heavywell-fed pair

, followed a league 01' two 'behindyconducted by an
.ancicnt postilion, half Iost amid cocked ,hat and
leather, - ,T his prelate is said to be the head ~f 'the .
ultra-faction, as he is of ,the'Spanish churchyand
.one of the prime moversof" the Portugueserebel-
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-Iion. .For the ' r~st; he ' is ofvery 'simple andun­
ostentatious habits, giving most of his substance in
-alms to "tbepoor. . ,

Before sunset wearrived at thelittle village where
~.we were topass 'the nigh: The mtiles'were soon
-led ' ~way t~ Andies, ' who . helped them to sorne
:b ilrley, 'ahd the old roan proceeded tb 'search the
-coach-box for' the rabbit, the 'ricev.and the garlie,

. :which were'tob é stewed for our supper, "I'aking

'niy c1oak; Iseated inyself upon the stone 'be!llch
-outside of the door, where the landlady was nursíng
',h~'r 'child . ' 1 had not bee'u there long before a tra­

-----~'velle:r arrived with quite a fine horse, which he tied
......--· c~rele¿sly tó one of the bones driven into the wall .

,
.t" - h" , 'p MT 1! 1 li ' t.::l/ • P I l ! U n.A l..Rr h 1 ha',enerall
: ~or ~ ,e pu~~~se. ' l~e ors:, ,m ruuumg 1.11S

t
e~ " ,

chanced to dlsengage t oe tJrúlle, ana, ' nnClmg him-
self :at 'liber ty, -strayed out into theatreet. : 'T he
'hostler, 'coming out at tb'at mornent; ' wentjslowly
'a'nd 'slyly towards "his' héad to catch him ;but the

, ·.kriowing .horse cocked his ' tail, :and "throwing his

..heelsinto the air,' set off 'at th~ 'top ' of his 'speed,
'die sidesof the saddle standing :far out ''like' a paír
'of wings.and seeming rto accoun t ,fór ' the 'extreme
velocity oí hismotion. : The whole 'village 'was pre­
sently in ahueand cry. " Th~~omen ' ran out 'and
-eaught.up their children, .a~d ' the traveller started,

, 'bareheaded, in ' search óf his beást, ," But th é animal

only -wanted a little diversión, aud whe~he had
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rolled in 'a neighbóuring wheat..field.endstretched ~ r

his Iegs a little to pleasehiinself, as he had done all ;[j
, iH

day to please 'his master, bounding onward with '¡Ji:
the líghtness of adeer, and .ithrowing his raised .!

head round with a joyful air, he 'presently grew ¡1¡11-

tired of his Iiberty, .and-returned towards the door ~!,

of the .. posada. Finding thatwehad made álin~; ~I ; :

and were throwing our cloaks up to keep him from . f}¡
going past, he trotted boldly into the court-yard. ',¡r

. This sourceof disturbance was -scarcelyrover 1"

:~
before 'a ' loud ,grunting announced the arrival of j i;

the public swineherd, bringing home thehogs of ':1

the :v.illage fromtheir daily pasture, He hadon .a ;'
tattered cIoak, a sugar-Ioaf hat, and a pair of ruined . ,, :;:

ieather gaiters. InrhiS1Ieft.l handa:wa~aJong .stafF'a y Ge' ner "f;,:¡
~ ' . .,: ., • u 11 ll. I Lh.. lel . I el ) , a 1 ' ¡

'polOted with a nail, and In the rIght a :slOgularly . ' ,}

unTR sculBture ~ cow-born, through whic~ he'uttered a .1

~earful noise, that brought the tears íntomy eyes.
,The hogs which had minded the horn.of.the swine..

.herd, and followed him : .~ery obediently hitherto,
when theyreached the:.first ..comer .offhe ;village,
suddenly .gaver a .loud and general gruntcwhich
might be .interpreted ~'the' , devil. take thahind- .
-most ;" .for they .all, .,with ene accord, ~ set . off at a
.f ull gallop in different .directions, each ',boltipg .into

the .opendoor of his.ownho úse, and hopping .over
,t be threshold, tothe terrorof the Iittlechildren. ._ .
. '.'. .Before-.eight:.we were-seated . round .our supper. :
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which.was placad on a.small table inrny own bed­
room. ,It.consisted of bread ,and .wine, besides á

, well-seasoned preparatíon of rice andrabbit, which; .

that it rnight keep the warmer, .was served in the
same iron 'stewpan in ,which ,it had been cooked.

A board was placedbeneath, to keep the cloth froin
burning; and Andres, having .politely turned the
longha'ndle towards himself, that it might 'incom­
mode noone else~' stirred 'the viands. briskly with

his sp~on; and, asthe savoury vapour rose curling
'along ,his hand, he smacked his Iips, ".and .said,

'." Herejsirs, is food for 'great folks !"-" Esto ee
'Rara señores I" ', T he old man would have served

_____me in a"sep~rate plate; ,hui as it is considered

among these. ~o);thy, roadsters] a friendlJí tand) fraf1era lif
ternal act to eatfromtHe.same disH,<E declined the ,

, offeli, andwe fe~l to with one accord.
~upper ,over, I was left.in quiet possession ·of .rny

ch ámber, .and. soon went to bed. . .1 did not, .how- '

, everyget aton óe .to sIeep; for sorne of the guests
were talking in the neighbouring court-yard, with ..
out my door, In 'the various changes of conversa­
tion I found that .L myself furnished a topic. One
.asked .what countryman I .was, The oldman .an--,
swered; Ingles . . One said then that .1 must be.a
·J udio, and another a Protestante. :.Beatriz ,took my
part: , she had seen me cross myself as' 1 went into
church, where we. stopped atonoon ., ~ ~nd ' Andrés,
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who, being a Biscayan; :wás moreenlightened than
the -test, contended that 1 was an .Irlasules.and. a
Cristiano. ' ",

The next morning we departed before the da WD, .­
~md ere ,the sun was many ho úrs highwe began to
approach the capital. The surrounding scenes .had

, not~i~g new for me; but it wasnot th ús with
Beatriz, who had never before b~en aleague froni
Toledo, and who saw and caught at every thing
that was peculiar. ,The day. before she had partly ,
got over the grief of afirstparting from friends and
horne, and when she saw anyofthe cocheros ando
arrieros whom she knew, she would salute them
kindly"and halloo to theni with much vivacityas

tliey,carne up; but when theyhfld ~flssed'calldshe r
looked back upon them as tlief.: went tl1eir way' ,fo

TU Toledo, ~he ' deli~hted expression forsook her coun.. "
. tenance. , SometImes.a tear burst from her eye and .

. hung quivering from the lid, until, growing too big,
it fell heavily along her cheek; sometimes she eased
,her grief by a sigh .and a Iong-drawn yawn. 1
noticed that, at eachyawn,- she crossed her open
mouth devoutly withher thumh; and once 01' twice,
when A.ndre~stood on the step, beside the carriage,
talkil1g withrus, he had interrupted his discourse,
to utter the invocation of, " Jesus, Maria, Jase l"
-a' call for protection which 1 had never before:
heardmade, except on the occasion oía sneeze.
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Now,-however, every object was anovelty to Bea,;,
. triz; and presently, when we carne insightofMa­
drid and the Manzanares, she was completely Iost in
admiration-c-askedwhat this was, andwhat that
.~then fell to iexclaiming , " Que de torres-s-que
pueIJÚe - quamtagente!" , .

In this merry mood we entered thecity, where,
having taken.leave ofthe old man, of Andrés, 'and
ofBeatriz-c-who, from being pleased, had again be~

come melancholy and tearful, atfinding herself iri
a dirty inn-yard, surrounded by so many strange
and ·noisy ·people- I took iny sack under myarm,

--~ and 'covering allunder the fuli embozoof my 'capa;
~--- lma(;le for :.the' Puerta del Sol, where 1 presently

~fterrecei~d t11~lhearty3 greeting :of· myifri;ndf al
.the old woman, of .Don Valentin,anCl oíElorencia.
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through the dispersed crowd, 1 for a ,moment

caught 'sigh t ofthe balcony of my apartment, that ,
favorite lounging place, where I had passed so

manyhappy moments iIÍ pleasant company, gazing
upon , the varied and .characteristic scene below.
Florencia was in her old station. , She, too, was
alone, and waving .her hand'kerchief. : I had scarce
time to answer, be~ore the whíte-washed wall of the ,
-clumsy house ,at the corner introduced itself be­
'tweeh us, and snatched herfrom my view,

Traversing the Prado and taking .into rapíd 're­

_____~ ' 'view tbe Retiro, theMuseum, the Botanic Garden,
and that beautifulpromenade, over which' 1 should

,:never 'again rambleywe passed under the Gate of
·.Atocha, andHalt¿d~tliB'h~ t~~ ' :phrt al.brro uf 8ó'nJ a lí

:ductor; '3. fine , stout fellów, in ' th é' prime of' Fíe,

nI' J\nURiwho had a, 'military air, and had doubtless .b een 11

.soldier, got clown 'to take leave oí ayoung woman

'wi!h an -infant in herarms, who had come thus far
-to greet with vwell-wishes the beginning . o(his

journey. Hekissed his wife on either cheekwith
great affection ; then hugged the child tohisbosom,

, ' a nd abandoning 'i t .to its mother, ]ump~'d ' to the

, box of the .diligence, When we had crossed the

Manzanares and were 011 the .point of losing":sight

of Madrid; I 'thought that I had never seen it íóok
, "so ',beautiful. . lis steeples and cupolas were gleam- ,

i.ng .to the powerfulsunof this elevatedandcloudless
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región, while · the alamedas of trees Ieading to it
had just put forth their foliage ;'and . the neigh- .
bouring hillsand plains, in winter so naked and
monotonous, were ' now covered everywhere with
young . corn; forming one vast expanse ofvelvet
ve~dure. . . . . . . ,; ,

. Crossing the valley of the Jarama .and .. the Ta­
gus, at sunset we arrived at Ocaña .. . 1 hadalready
passed through Ocaña in . comirig from..Valencia, .
and it mayserve to .give ' an. idea of the imperfect
state of c ómm únication in Spain, that .the.Valencia
and. Seville high .roads'.are confounded for ·a :dis;;'
t~nc~ oí thirty-six miles,though those two.plac·cs B:I"e

..
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....., > .So much, it is true, may not be said ofthe Cat8:1an~.

andValenciana who are rough 'and uncouth. :As

we, however, had none of these in ourlittle party, '

;we enjoyed ourselves -much ; : and -rnany a.Jiearty

joke -went round at the expense of a good friar of

theorder of'Mercy, who was one ofour number,

and who was accused ofbeing too ··polite.: to the

buxom Manchegas ',who served ·us,·;. / T he good .

. father j óínedin ourmirth withas Ioud a laughas

any, andif we did not set him down as immaculate,

we at leastacquitted him of hypocrisy, ; The .order

of.Mercy originated inthosedays when 'many

Spaniards were torn from their homes, either by

the ·chancesof:war,. or by theincursions ofBarbary

corsairs, Ptb. láhguisli-in sIavery. AnrFhis rorder,EWasa f

then instituted, :witH tne bene"oIent motiveof ran­

JUñIR Dt 1\1101\ soming captives; ' ,money being collected . .for .the

'p urp6se . by ' mendicant expeditions :throughr.the

country, ; As'; ourvfriar wasgoing to Málaga, 1 I

took ít for granted that he :wasbound OIi .some ¡.:."

benevolent errando toAlgiers orvTunis , .b ut ,I t

learned by 'accident, .sorne time after . in :M aiága, ~
'that the bíshop pfj that city, who had :latelY: died, f
had left all he possessed to the convent of ~U! -eom- .

.panion', ol which he 'hiinself haddong been: an

inmate, :' and.that the good friar . in"question i was

hurryingon to: secur~' the prlze. . ,_ .

-',Supper being finished ,'\V~ found our wayto the !ong
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bedroom, furnished witha double row of matfressea
on stretchers,:where, as is usual-in .Spain,' thepas­
sengers wei~ Iodged tog~ther, so~s , to be :called .up
with greater ease and certainty. t rNow aladyand- '
her son had their beds :in the antechamber, which
furnished the'only passage tooour room; J for ir this
land of suspicion there is á great poverty oí doors
and windows. .·. When, thérefóre, '.his mother rwas '

snug, theyou?g man cameto conduct .us through.j
and whenhe had succeede4indrivirig us .all :intd
our pen, 'he' double-locked the d óor. ;W e were to
be called ,up at two in themorning ~ so 1 j umped at
once,boots and all, into bed. :The othersweremore

, élilátoq, :especially the padre. ," Having taken a huge , ' , ~¡\

golasnuH'-box from tbe bag slee~le ,:of bis'out~r. gar- b G . n ~1,
. ment, wbich served ~ ' ~"~ock~t, h~ fa1~I~ lci~d~d ~hi~ fa y ucneran !J:

nostrils .wíth tobacco, and 'then .placed the box' :be- . t;

n.neath His pilIow. ,:1.'his done, he tookoffcone.bY.'
one, his ~owing~ robes of soiled flannel, and Iaid them,
.over achair. .hangingoti .the comer his, huge long
, clerical' hat,. until al length nothingremained of.all

this covering to hide :th~ individual~ 'b ut a blacksilk
nigbtcap and a.jacket anddrawers of tbe samewhite
flannel; 'W hén 1 beheld thisportly.helpless 'roanof . :

God.so,s':lddenlym.etat:Il~rph,~sed. :into;as: strapping ..
.andraw-boned :a sin~er'asever stripped.ata :IJoxing. '
mat~h,; 1 couldscarce pers úade myself that the fria»

,~as not ~ti~l..lean.i~g over the chair. at.hís 'devotionsa
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and that. aloquacious and sinewy Bíscayan of OUl;

number had not taken his place at the bedside. '

. ' o We' renewed ourjourney the next dayat an early

hour, .and arrived 'by eight at Madrilejos, beirig

escorted the whole way by four wildrhorsemen,

ármed witlr a singular collection of guns, pistols,

.and sabres. It ,chanced o to be HolyThursday; an

.occasion of great solemnity .iu .the Catholic church:

1t . is the custom 'i n Spain to abstaín o from meat

throughout the whole 'passi~n week, ' and o the inn- ,

keeper .of.Madrilejos, whosepocket wouldbe no Iess

, benefited 'than his conscience by giving us meagre

fare .forour three pesetas, was preparing to serve us

up a. most , catho1ic~ breakfast o of'eggs o and codfish,

But our ferhale coínp'ani,on protested111JHat3~er.Jres!ra ll

.h ad been satlly aisturHeH tñe nigHt before by the

R'Dgarlicky soup of Ocaña ;' ,and since 1t was impossible

to travel without proper no'u'rishment, ' she insisted

.on apullet or .a partridge. " 1 put in a pleaof in.

digestion, 'arid~hen thebirds were at.Iength pro-~ '

,ducéd, even the padre joined in ~ eating them, 'and

, noneobservedthe fastin strictness, except ourBís-

cayanj-who seemed f1 truly conscientious and single- ,~

minded man; . On our way to regain th~ diligence,

we were.surrounded bybeggars, whobesought alms

o , in.',a supplianttone. Itwouldhave been impossible

ro give to on éwithout givingto all, and id giveto

.all.wouldhave.been poor econo~y';- soI'pushed my
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way through, closingmy 1í~al't to their supplications. :"!¡i

1 found, however; the door of the rotunda in "pos.! ' !f'l:

session of a poorly cladfriarv.witha shaven .crown. ¡ I~¡ :

Heopened .it for me~'ofFerhig; at the sametimea I¡~"'.';'.':.::,..
small money box, upon whích was erecteda .copper ; .
mage ofthe Crucifixi ón, and saying, in accents that ti]

thrilled .through me" '" Señor j 'por"la".Pasum. "de ' ~r
;.,

Jes üC1'is't~!" Theappeal wouldhavcbecn irre- J
sistible at oany season, much :,inore ,"upon 'H oly' '/:

~~
,T hursday ; -so, dreading the ' lnisglvings of .con- ". . Al
science,-felt on"a"similar occasion by Yorick of old, . ... ;J~
1 dropped hi~ a peseta, and aswe drove', away he " . .;~
said, "Go in "a good hour~Godwillreward you P' " :1

I:eaving Madrilejos, 'wetravelledon, through a . 1\

solitáry couritrJ., until.we carne to the ~énta/of P~erto G "· ' , 't :1
Lapiche, die very~h~use~a 'QJíiPeíí.m u3 Rbi~m~ 'ay enerah \ii

" , " ,. "" I . '
watched over his armour ana. was aunEen knight

erfant in the oeginning .of his advonturouscareer,
Tbe conductor had 'taken his seat beside 'me in ~the

"rotunda, and wé were yet talking '.aver the exploits

of that renowned hero, when ourconversation was
suddenly "and " uncer~moni'ously 'interrupted by the
discharge of muskets, the laud shoutit~g" oí éager,
angry voices, and -fbe clattering of'many; hoofs,
Heie, indeed; is an 'adventure; 'thought " I .~O for
.D on Quix.ote to protect uso!~Í~ the next "moment o

the diligence stopped, 'and :on looking ~ut .at the
VOL. lI. . F
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window,. the cause .of this vinterruption -became

manifest, " ' ,- "

, ',Our f our wild.partisanswere.seenflying.at afearful

rate, closely pursued by .eigh~ .still. more desperat~

looking fellows, dressed .in .sheepskin jackets and

breeches. .with leathern leggings, andmonteracaps,

01' eotton handkerchiefs, on their heads. :: Each had

four pistols athis saddle-bow, a. steelsabre at his

side, a Iong knífethrust throughthe belt ~Qf hiscar­

touch-box, and acarabine.iin this momentof pre..i

paration, held a~ross his horse's neck in front 'pf him.

It was an animated scene .this, such as 1 had fre..

-~--9.uent1y .before seen. on . canvas, in 1Vouverman"s

.... sp.irited little . picturcs..of .robber broils and battle .

~~nes, ·bu~. · whi~h 1 ,h~.~~n~v.~r b~fore~3enLJs<21 ~ighl:}íera l l

favored as to:.w~tn~ss l~(l'e.ahty~ ' ., . , .'_ ", . . .:.

D.V"V;hilst this 'was going 011 in the road behind us~

wewere . made '.to get..down ·by. ; o~e . orthe ' party,

. ~ho : had been left to take care.of us, and who IlOW

~hou,~ed. in rapid .:succession the, \vords ," Ajo!. a

tierra! boca abajo, Ladrones J." As this ís the robber

form~lat.hr?ughollt..Spain, its translation :may not . ~

be unacceptable to,the reader ~ .:Let him Iearn, then, ;:¡

that sjo means . Ó garlic. .and the remainde~' of. the

.salutation, ." To the' groundLmouths in the dust.:

robbers !" .Though tbis formula was uttered with

great .volubil,ity, the present wa~ doubtless the first

,
. (
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attempt of the person from. whomIrproceeded ; .1\ ¡ji
youth scat:e~ t~nedoftwentj,~nd 'evideÍ1t1y anos I':¡¡
,;iee-;-a: mereGil Blas-eab. the .business.. We <lid ~~ ! ¡
not, 'howevét , ob ey .him .the.less quickly.andtook ' Itt~',
our seats asordered, :upon ~- the graund, in front 'oi l~ ,; ~

th émules and horses, 'eo -that they could only.ad- ~~]
vaneeby passing 'over us; .forhe was so.much agi~ ;1,1

tated, that his musketshook like the spout of a :[ire~ "'1

engine, and ~we knew full well.jhat in .sueh .situa- "'- , ~~

tions a frightened .is notIess to be,dreaoed than a )¡~

furíous man; '.,Our conductor; .to, whom .this scene ~!t.'.
offered .nonovelty,'.and wh ó.was anxious to.oblige f
our, .:v.isi~~rs; placed Jiimself upon I;tis ~himd~ ,nnd ~

knees,like' El frogwherrhe .is,about tojump, and ~\

aSKea 'íf that was. the right way,; [.':'H e ,t ook :eare; , . G. . "t' 1'1..

1 .. .: hor ,\.... l ' ,u o a. e Id ~ nd .oray ene al . "
iowever, to turn is unp, easant sItuatlOn.toaceount" .' ,

.putting a'huge~ wateh into..the rut of the road; ando '.
nT covering it car.efulIywith sand. . . Some.ofth ép&rty

imitated this grasshopper attit úde,and Fray Anto~io

availed himself oí the occasion:and. .the devotiona]
postur~ . tabringupthearrears .of.his' Paters ~rtd '

' Aves.. ' " . .. " . . . . / ¡ r ~ :. :. .:

'Ve had not been :long.th us, before t~e. ca:ptai~' or
, the band returned, leaving five oí his party to take

eare of the guardathrce of whom stood their ground;
and béhaved well. . -Indeed, their ehiefwas noother
than the celebrated Polinario, IOIig- the.·terror ' of
La Mancha,until he 'had beeri brought oVé~ J to

F2
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guard"the diligence, ánd had turned royalistvoluif- ,

teer.. We"coulddisti?ctlyhear them cursing and '

' ,h~using th é robbers,' . and daring ithem : to come

tantos por .tánto~--.;..nían 'for mán . . .As honor.how­

~ver, was' not the object of these sturdy cávaliers; .

, ihey éonterited themselves with keepingthe guard in

check, whilst their éomrades were playing their part

at thediligence.. ' The:first thing the captairrdid,

whenhé rode among us.wasto call to the conductor

for his~a:t ; 'áfter\vhich :he,bad.e 'him mount uporí .

the diligence, ánd throw down whateverwas there.

He cautioned him at thesame time tolook :around,

-~- ánd s ée ir ariy thing was coming~adding~ witha

......__ ' terribl,e voice, as he h álf liftedhiscarabine; "Anc1

.take cáre''.......;.;'.' .~ c1.fida.do'!'hi r.Ifhe conQucts)}~ 'quieilYe rdlí

oheyedj .ahd, tlie captain lia~ing" tola us . t~ get up

ánd notbealarmed, as noharm was:intended; called.

to .ua to .put ourwatches árid nioriey into the .corí-

ductor's ~at, which he ,held .out forthe purpose;

much in .the ordinary way oí making a collection,

except that instead of comingto US, hesat verymuch

at his easeupon his horse, and let us come to him.

'·f tlirew'my purse in; and as it had nine orten silver

'dollars, ít madea very good appearance, and fell wíth­

a,heavy 'chink. · Then, grasping the .bunch of brass

keysand buttons which hung frorri my foh, 1 drew

. out ,the huge watch ''Yhich' 1 had.bought .at Madrid; .

in,contemplaiionof sorne sueh event, and whose casé
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might upon ~mergericY'have'served thepurposeof 1:1:

warming-pan.Having·~QOkéd with .aconsequential­

air at the time, which it marked withinsix hours,
1 placed it carefully in. the hat oí: the .conductor ; .
Th~ collection over, the captain emptied .pursee;
watches, and 'loose money all together juta a.larga
leathern 'pocket which hung from his girdle, .and
then let theh~t drop under his horse's hoofs. : " ~ ~ '

v • ~' Cuñado]"......." Brother-in-láw !" said the captain
to one of 'the worthiesyhia 'companions, " take alook. .

into .tho~e trunks and boxes.arid seeif there bé any'
thing : in them that willsuit us.~'':_3' .L as llaoes;
señores '!"~~' 'I'hekeys, °geiltlelri·enr~ . '0"" An~ '- do
you, zagal, cast .me loase those two . rhorses .on the

Jean i -a fine fellow is that néar horse with the saddle.f ,

The two ,petsons t ñus surrimoI:tearsét'ab'Out o'oeyingra
.1

with a very.differerit g~·ace.· , ..0ur cuñado disI~10únte<l

'NHfat oncej a~d Iíitched hishorsc t ó the friar's trunk~

He 'then .took from the .crupper.of his saddle a little
bundle, whieh being unrolledéxpanded "into apro... . .

digious: lorig sack, with -a yawning 'mouth ·in .the .

middle. Tbis h~ thre~·.over hisarm, with :t he '

mouth uppermost, and withacertain professional
"air . He wasaqueer~syste~atic.Httl éJellow.this, '

with á meek and Joseph ,cast ofcountenance. rthat'
in a market-plaee would have inspired the most pro- .

f<?und~onfidence. , .H aving called for the .owner of
tpe ,nearest trunk, the good friar mad~. , his appe ár-

' . ~ < • . •• • • • • .'

, "
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ance, and .he accosted himwith great composure.
,',Openit yourself, padre; you know the Iockbetter
than J do." .The padre complied .with becoming
resignationyand .the: worthy ."trunk inspector".pro':;
ceeded to takeout anodd collectíon ofloose breeches
tbat 'were .secured 'with ' a single button, robesof
whiteflanneh and haridkérchiefs · fllledwith snuff
He had goito thabottom withoutfindinganght
tliat could be useful to anybut afriar' ofMercy,
andtherewere none such 'inthe fraternity, when,

. as a Iast hope,he pulled from .onecorner something
square thatmight havebecn a box of'diamonda.but

___......._w. hich proved tobe.only a breviary fastenedwitha

, 'c!asp,;;; Thetrunk ofthe Biscayan carne 'next"llnd

" as it b e.lo.n'ge.d. . ¡t. o a.' stu.rdy;..trad.e~. frOni[·.Bilboa,.....-.fu rl~r·all·+E
~ ' . ' . ' .' vlur. ':J" ~ I . LlI U ._ICI 111('] llUldJ ,~CI \.. l'

, nished.'much better plckmg~ .' ilLlst of all 'he 'carne

U'H\ ni l\n to mine;~ f~r Ihad delayed ope~in,g it, ~ntiI he had .
calleclrepeatedly fcrthe 'key, 10 thehope thatthe
arrival róf succóur might 'hurry -the robbers away,
or 'at .least 'that this 'double sack would flllítself from
the others.which was certainlyvery charítable. The
eountenanceof out cuñado brightened úp whenhe

saw 'the 'contents' of"mi well-filled trunk ;andnot
unlikeBancho 'ofold, when he stumbled :upon the ;
poHmanteau' of···the disconsolate Cardenio inthe
neíghbouring ;Siérra ' Morena, ~ he ':~el.lt- 'down 'upon

~nne ' knee, .and ten:.to his .ta:sk most ~ inquisitivély.

-Though 'the sack was alreadyfllled 'out toa very

, ,it,
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bloated size, yet there remained room for nearlyall
myIirien and summer clothing, which was doubtless
preferred in consideration of theapproaching heats.
My góld watch and seal wentIn .searchof its silver
companion; forSeñor Cuñado slípped.it slilyinto
his side pocketvand, though there '" be no secrets
among relations.vlhave mydoubts whetherto this
day he has ever spoke of it tohis .brother-in-law,' :» ,
" Meantime, our female companion-had made ae...
quaintance with thecaptain of .theband, who for a
robber was quite a conscientious andeonversable
persono ' He;was' aetout athletíc rúan, about forty
years old,with a :weather-beaten face and long
whiskers" irhich grew ehiefly underhis chin, in the

modern iashioil, ·andlike ~le beardo'f á_goat. ' , ~~ , " c. ' .

h' d th t " Pth, Mt1..n Jmpntn' tdP f;:!tl..,/htam l ~a VGeneraüfee ance a among e ouer con en s o .ue ' runx . , . :
was a: brass -weighf nea tly, aone ~p ana fiealed,

JUl1T1Wnich our Irtini~ter . had procured.from the Spanish
;M int, and was sending with somedespatches to the
United States, < This shone weIl; and had a golden
Iook, so' thatour cuñado would haveputit 'jn,.his

'pocket, hiItI ~h~wedhimthatitwas, onlybrasa¡

andwhen he had smelled and tasted .it, and con­
vinced himself that ,there was ' neither , 'm~at :~or

'drink in it;' he .t old .'me 1 , Íl1ight ask the captain,
.who graciously .relinquishedit tome. ' He als~ gave
prdersnot 'to 9pen the trunk of the lady,' ,and ' then '

went on to apologize .for .the trouble he wa~giv~~g .
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. ' A ratcatcher means otie who does nof follow th'e pro­
'fession' habítually; : but only makes it a subsidíary 'pursuit
.T hus, a contrabandista who has been plundered .and dís- '
mounted by an aduanero, and who requítes himself onsome
unhappy traveller, and a carbonero, .\vho Ieaves his charcoal
heap to put himself in ambush 30t the "road-side, 'are bóth
Q-ateros. · ' '' ' ~

I ·\¡·'·........." · ~· > ·

1,', .
I

!I
iI
d
¡j

i!;!". US, and had wel1 .nigh convinced us that .he was
:!!. doinga 'very praiseworthy acto . He said thatvif .

1,';1'1 the proprietors .of the diligencewould procure bis
pardony .and employ .him.as escort. . he would serve

¡¡l tbem .three months .for nothing-c-> Tres meses de
!!I 'caldeo SO!J 'Felipe Cano, y, ' por .mal nombre, el
¡jI Cacarucu"-said he~" 1 amPhilip Cano, nick.. ·

:il named the Cacaruco. .: Noratcatcheram l; .but .a
;11 regular robber. :' 1 haveno otber profession 01'

:!¡ means .'-of .bringing up a large family. with any

11 ' decencyv."
11 In twenty minutes after tbe arrival of these un-
JI welcome visíters, they had flníshed levying .theh~

!II!¡I . ...... contribution, :anddrew tog~ther to mov~J()if. Th~
double sack.of the insp,ectorl was throwrí overGthe l'

i¡.1 . .' r , ¡onu de d (f-i Id marru ra y enerel I
bac kof one of the horses that .had been ta,ken froIl}

:11 . ~hediHgence; for in' this 'part of the country the
,:.i¡· ·UnH\ : r · l ' . .I . !leade~s. of .the teams wer~ generally horses. " The
ti!I" ' . . horse now loaded withsuch a singular burden was a
!ill spírited animal, ' and seemed tounderstand that all
I¡' ",as not ríght; for he kicked awayamong theguns

1I and sabres of the robbers, until one 'of them, thus
11 ... ." .. 1 . , '
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roughly handled, drew hissword to killhim. :and
would have executed his purpose, had he not been
restrained by Cacaruco. Before the robbersde...
parted, the postilion told .Cacaruco -that ih é had .
nothing in the .world but the two horses, andothat
if he Iost them he wasa .ruíned man .: he .begged
him, atleast, to leave . him the "poorer of tIle two•

. After a short parley, the requestwas granted, and .
. then they moved off ata walk, ·talking and gesti­
culating, .without 'once . Iooking back. . ·W e kept
sight of themfor ~ea~ half an hour, as they moved .
towardsa ravine which lay at the: foot of a neígh-,

bouring ~ou~tairi. . _
- ._We t,low_eommenced packíng up theremnant of
our : wardrobes. _ It was a ' sorrowful scene• . Her~ .. .' e· ' e . ~ . a ' 3e; e a
a box emptiéd of sorne valuable articles, and the" . J

shavings inwhich it liadoeenpacked drivenin
11 every directionl by the .wind; there anotber, which

had been broken in' by : the butofa musket, that,
had passed with little ceremony tbrough the shade
of anastral lamp ; ..here shirts, and there waistcoasts ,
~and there a solitary pair 'of .redflanueldrawers]
everywhcre, however, sorrowful faces and ..plaintive
lamentations. , 1 tried to console'myself, as 1 locked .
iny truuk. with reflecting upon the trouble t had
found the day .before 'in shutting it down~hów. 1
had tugged, and gratedmyteeth, andju~ped.upol}
it ;but this was poo~ consolation~ . My little port-
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. manteau, 'yesterday so bloated and big, now looked

. lean ' andflabby, 1 put ,my. foot upon it; 'and .it .

s~hk slowly under the pressure.ivI now looked

roundfor therobbers. : They were still .seen in the

distance; moving away .at a .walk, and followed by

the horse; .upon-whích was mounted that .insatiate.

sack, .whichtwouldvhave .touched the ground on

.either-sideyhad it .not been cram~ed so :fu'l1as ' to

. keepit from touching the horse's ·r ibs. . There .was

á rsing ular association -of 'ideas between .the fatness

óf the b~g and the leannessofmy .trúnk ; 'and~a:sI

stíll' stood..with.one foot on my itr unk and .turning

my thumbs about each other,.!: se~ up-a faint

. \vhistleras'abaffled trian 'is a pt ·to d~: . ~ Dy .:a: sin­

--~-- , guIar. coincidence, I~haB.Bened-to~hit .uB~mrlhat very:
' . " I IV '. , , ~ . 01 U /c.., ni ,d , 1 . , d lJé. I al

waltz In the Fre~schutz, 'where the mU,sIc seems to

D~~~(jIÍlp'an~ .the .wa1tzers; .' and :gradualIy .dies away

. ' as tliey disappear from the-stage; ;andothat at a

~ 'mdmeIit too when therobbers,' having crossed ,a

'slight 'elevation, were descending into the :hollO'v

beyond. ..' : Theapropos seemedexcellentj so (1 cono.

tinüédto whistle, winding up 'as .the .heads of the

robbersbobbed .upand .clown, and just.Llew :the

iast,:noteásthey, sank 'below the horizon.r.,. ' " -

i....By this titile .anumber oí galeras.candcarts, and

muleteers; whose ..progresa had been -arres ted . on

eith ér side ofthe road, 'got' once more duri1otibn,

aÍld jvhen '-tl~ey ' hado'come :t1lf with ih~ : diligencé .
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ha1t~d around Ú to learn the particular~· ·:.of\What
they had only seen at .a :distance and oIn .cpanto- .

mime. The sufferers were Wi.llirig enoúgh-to 'letout
their sorrow.In .words; and ourpains-taking Bis..

cayan, who hadvery exactly ascertainedthe ainount
of his 105S, told over the missing articles with 'a
faItering voiee and. a countenance ~o :sorrowfúl~ ' .
that to haveheard himand to :haveseen himmust '
have. drawn pity -even .:from. the . stern Cacaruco,
"A' new brown.vcloak ' that .cost .me: thirtyvhard
dollars .only .a .week ago in Bilbóa ; . · .six 'shirts~t·wO
mostbeautiful, with sleeve-ánd..breast ~rufHes:f an<,l

a long .list .of : trousers; ' :drawers, .andvsocks !"~
:" 'Calz01iesJ -eal~oneilloá ''lJ calciiinesr ·'A t first ' ..~

almost forgot :InY own.losses'in the misery,' of · :~be , ,
Oisco~solate Biscayan; who, 'in sooth,-.h\d Ee~nmore orel

unfortunáte than the' rest 'of , us, haviñg . lost Bis .
Uncloal<, tHat inHispensable 'appendage ofaSpaniard; .

but at every place where .we either ateorchanged .
horses, until our 'arriv~l át C órdova, he would ring

over the changes of hi~ capaparda, calzones; 'cal- ~

zoneillos'lJ calcitines, uritil atlengthT'o~ly regretted
that Caearucohád:notcarried:off the owner.r':

r Having.reeeived the consoling .commiser~tións of"
the manypássing travellers iVho'had wítnessed ·our. .

. misfortune, weoncemore set forward with '(j~r cur;;,

'tailed -team ,and lightened-burden, '; ~¡. The . escort;

who .had :returned to take.the~rsta~ion·at·.the side '
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. " of the diligence, and with whose conduct wecould

.not reasonably quarrel, now commenced railing

terribly at the authorities ofthe villages, who, they

said, were openly -protecting fherobbers, 'and per.,.

.secuting them. As a reason for this singular con- ,

duct, they told us, that ' the alcaldes ' and .ayunta-

.mientos.a kind of a mayor and aldernien appointed

.from the inh~bitarits by .the kíng, were.bribed by

.the innkeepers andwagoners. i.who had conspired '

against the diligence, and hád even vowed .to biirn ­

it.. , T hé motive of this hatred to the devoted dili..

gence ' is, that formerly travellers loitered slowly

through the country, leaving a little of their money

atevery venta, whereas now they are whirled along

witnout stopping,tex~ept;at distant ÍI;ttery~s. Ge"éra '

, Shortlyafter.' renewing 'oun gourney, wé ~ameto , ¡

DR . anl extensive mor~ss, which we'.traversed by a long

.causcway, ' This is the river Guadiana, which has

heredisappeared as a stream, and hidden its lt!zy

-waters under ground. , T his morass, in which thé ¡ ,

waters of the ,Guadiana are Iost, has an extent of , ¡~

near1y,thirty miles , from the first.disappearanceof !~

the stream, ' As it is exceedingly rich in ,pasture, :j
~-",

':A ntillon tells us, that.the Manchegos are wont lo '

'b oast that theír river.has a bridge whích furnishes ~.

nourishment to many thou~and heads ofcattle. "It

.was perhaps in allusion to this disappearanceiof

-'-(h e, Guadiana, too, that .a.. Spaniard; being 'u pri- '
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soner in' Africa, and boastingvas p éople who gb

abroad are apt todo, of hisnativelandvtook occa­

sion to jay, that his king was the mightiest in the

.world, and that among other great and wonderful'

things . contained in .his dominions ·was · a .'bridge

seven leagues long and á league wide*: .This sin­

gular phenomenon was no stranger to the ancients•.

Pliny, who carneas procurator to Spain, speaks oí

it in his- Natural History. ; _te 'I'he Ana," 'says he;
. .. .

« sometimesconfounds' its waters with some lakes ;

sometimes passes through m óuntains, which appeaf

to .absorb in .sometimes' hides itself in .the earth ; . '

and aft~r disappe áring often, for oits own pleasure,
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the,~ :trOop~" of~hildren whogathered .round to .look

at -thesmokini"muleS:~JlDd~ to gaze at and envy .the ,

, strangcpeople, who- were:goirig so swiftlytothe

happy land they had heard ofbeyondthe Sierra

Morena; ' we:' were-shown the daughter of the man

who robbed. us, the : identical Cacaruco." Shewas .

an ,iríteres'ting , girl of sevenor eight, very neatly

dressed; witlr a :gold crossundrosary. : T he poor ,

little -thing, on seeing herself the object.ofgeneral

attentio,!,' shrunk -behind the door of the. stable­

yard, and kept out ofsight,until we had passed on,

,We here Iearned that,Felipe Cano had commenced

his ' career of'honor as ,a gue~illa : soldier in "the

war '01' independénce." , By his superior courage and

conüuct,bhe rose to ,-commarid~ among' :t11ese,,.wild ,
' . " , I ~I a. u,t: C' jI , 'i..J d . Cle pr~

warnors ;and.r:when Eerdinend came.back from bIS

Fl:erich .vislty.hemade him a' captain. . ,;W hen the

UOllstitution. was. restored,in :] 8flO, Cano 'entered

.intoItwith ardor,' .and- of .coursebecame a : free..

mason.... It -occurréd lo me .that had .Lbeen a br~ ,

ther~.l · should certainly .have saved .imy 'eHects;:

,and :r secretly .determined to_avail:-myselfóf the '

flrsfoccasionto get ;the.brand of,the .hot iron.: In

his 'riew ' political career, our hero, Ieavíng behind

theduller spirits of histime, managed to make

himself very obnoxious ' t9 the opposíte -party ; 'for

on the return of the king from Cadiz, .he was sent .

lo 'Cepta for his excesses, te> pass the reinainder
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. ''' As the reader~aYfe~r~~~e interestin 'the hi~toryoi
Cacaruco and hísfollowers, the followíngínformatíon, con~ ' .'
tained in a Ietter from a Iriend.may notbe unacceptable, "

" So you were stopped on your .way ' to Andalusia,ancI . .
made to .pay toll to the krílghtsof the highway. . ·By t~é: way; .:
the robbersmust have had aparticular respect for you"~ith .
your two watehes, y ou must have been as great a personage

of his life .in the Presidios. ;: ThePr ésidios' are . 're-
mote fortresses, where .criminals..are. confined. and .

kept arhardlabor, á punishment whichhasbeen/ .
substituted .for fhe galleys. ..A s isnot unfrequent
with Spanish prisoners; .F elipe Cano .contrived..to
escape from his ball : and ...chain, . und ,./ eturneru ,.:·

once more .to iManzanares, . and thecpoétic .:but .'J< :

shadele~s ' plains of La, Mancha, .: :F inding .no .easiec ,·f\::
means -of gaininga livelihood, he colleeted a'ba~d , ,""
of worthies, .notvless consCientiousthan , himself;
and 'c~mmenc~d levyingcontributions :under ' tila
nickname of Cacaruco, which has become.theterror
of the wholecountry.,. He do ésnotappear publi ély ,

a~ : Manzanares ;but comea.and- goes in the nlghti
passing muchof his:ti~e withhís family, who.are:
living cómfortably ,without-. any:::~Isible CIeans .oí· a
support.í. ·Nay, we were told tHat ,it was' more than' '
likelYl he .~vouldlreturn to ' sleep .at home that very .

night' . His worthy-brother-in-l~w,· the 'trunk in-
spectorvisanother robber quite famous inLa Man-;
ehaunder the name of El CocMn~ro; the pig-driver,'­
probably from having once been of that profession* ~ .

" ' . '. '~' , ; r
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ín theír eyes; : as that renowned chieftain; : Two-guns, was

~mong the .I ndians, 1 hope you told them you had ,~<?ught

óne for their express accommodation. ," L-' -' has been more '

forturiate: he escap éd unharmed, which now-a-days is soni&­

what éxtraordinary. ' But perhaps you have not heard thitt

. the leader of the gang who robbed youbas been ' shor by

soldiers sent in pursuit of him, and that his .band is ~r~kc~
up," ' . ' ' , ' ,' ,' " : .

,.

," Leaving Marizanares"wé' arrived at -val-de-Pe..'

nas ' tow~rdsdark. ' Itwas ' H oly Thursdayvand

the 'cntire ' population ' ,had: formed in rproccssion

along die principalJstreets. " We did not join .it,

,b u,t cont~nte_dotirsel~eswith kneeling -in the bal ... ·

éonies of the .posada, and 'crossing ourselves as, the

hosí went 'by. ' We ' werewellpaid for this actof

.p~nance: . by' passing in vréviewu whole army oí

.handsome Manchegas, The . women of this pro~

vinceare-said 'to be l~vely, animated, and full of

' fascination, great singers ofseguidillas, and dancers

of .the fandango. " Ofcourse we saw .nothing ,of

' this -ónHoÍY ,Thursday; out the well-modulated

ha~niony'of .theirvoices .told ,that 'there was much

m~sic 'in the,ll1 o" ,and J hea 'ela,sticitM, 'andt'precisión oí I
• " . J , • , 1 ti.~~ I ' . ' , ~ ....l.c1 .1 d YIj flra 1

their , step', arid the vlvacIty wIth , WhICh ,t líey ;flut-

n 1\ 'OR-it ered ~~~ir fans .arid ac1j~st.ed ~heir m~ntillas,making

, ,tl.le action an excuse. for tuming their faces towards

, 'u s, and u~rting,upon lIStbeir fulland flashingeyes,

gave ; suflicient .assurance ' that .they would ' appear

wellin the fandango, The females were dressed as
. , . -: . .' . .



.."",

I f ' ,. '

" .
NEW CASTILE, JAEN, AND CORDOVA •. ' " 81·'

usual in black......;ma~tle; · go'wn; "artd .stockings;: all , ¡
~ ~(,{I

wereof'fhe same solemn .color~ < T hé: .men 'wore W!l~l

.blue stockings, with breeches .and jack~ts of brown, ¡¡'flrl

. and monteracaps ofthe Saine," ',,! ofblackyelvet. ~ . ~\¡l
The ample capá parda :hun'g Íoosely from their" , ~(~:

~:~~.ders,or was thrown intoa ~~rie~~~f;~ac~~ul li
l

'
. V ál de Peñas ' ls''fam6us forthedelightful 'wine ' 1:1\

of the Burgundykind,' which grows 'iri" its neigh- . :\,1
1

bourhood. There is, perhaps, no pleasanter .table : ' ;Jl
wine than thís; for 'it"adds' the .st rength of .port t ó ¡¡,I,¡1

the ,riéh .and pleasan t flavor ofthe ",origimil '-stock ~ ~
and ~et is soplentiful, and socheapvthat you may ~
Iiuy' a }ioúle of a very tolerable quality for two or ~
tfir~e.' E~Ifperice. · ' -.T~~is. : 1~ o9-uitFr~ará?ftgD:~tA¡ ?jfñbrayGene'rah t:
cumstánce ; for the water in La Mancha:"is gene- " , ' ,: ' " i ;,\'

. rally verybad,' an~ here .is :hardly potable; :::;-T he ···· ,1

lUpeople oÍ" IJa Mancha drink .freely óftheir'·g~ne!<.>u~ '. 1

w~nes fromnecessity, as i~ .done iri,\lther .pa:rts of :1

the country from choice.rand 'Jet there' is .no intoxi- . , I

catión. Indeed, drunkennsss . is so.irare .in Bpain; ' l
that it iriay bé said jo-be iiiiknown..'. The French
are deservad]y praised>'for ' tlieir :terriperaric~ ;' . but .
this práise,-both as itrespects .eating ánd drinking,

is ~uein (~ far greate~ degree ' to the ,-Spaniards. :
~uring neariy a'year that .t .. rem áined in Spam,I ;
do .not remember.:,to .have .:seen::one ::sirigle 'roan, '
reeling drunk, The Val-de-Peñas winé,thoug~ so

-vor,...n. .. . _"G


