
 
 
 

La presente colección bibliográfica digital está sujeta a la 
legislación española sobre propiedad intelectual.  
De acuerdo con lo establecido en la legislación vigente su 
utilización será exclusivamente con fines de estudio e 
investigación científica; en consecuencia, no podrán ser 
objeto de utilización colectiva ni lucrativa ni ser depositadas 
en centros públicos que las destinen a otros fines.  
 
En las citas o referencias a los fondos incluidos en la 
investigación deberá mencionarse que los mismos proceden 
de la Biblioteca del Patronato de la Alhambra y Generalife y, 
además, hacer mención expresa del enlace permanente en 
Internet.  
 
El investigador que utilice los citados fondos está obligado a 
hacer donación de un ejemplar a la Biblioteca del Patronato 
de la Alhambra y Generalife  del estudio o trabajo de 
investigación realizado.  
 
This bibliographic digital collection is subject to Spanish intellectual property Law. In 
accordance with current legislation, its use is solely for purposes of study and scientific 
research. Collective use, profit, and deposit of the materials in public centers intended for 
non-academic or study purposes is expressly prohibited. 
 
Excerpts and references should be cited as being from the Library of the Patronato of the 
Alhambra and Generalife, and a stable URL should be included in the citation. 
 
We kindly request that a copy of any publications resulting from said research be donated 
to the Library of the Patronato of the Alhambra and Generalife for the use of future 
students and researchers. 
 
Biblioteca del Patronato de la Alhambra y Generalife 
C / Real de la Alhambra S/N . Edificio Nuevos Museos 
18009 GRANADA (ESPAÑA) 
+ 34 958 02 79 45 
biblioteca.pag@juntadeandalucia.es 

mailto:biblioteca.pag@juntadeandalucia.es




Est."...._...A·~ ~_._

T 1.__:..=.':1,_-
1



-' '.' . .

' . .' ..

.. .
A

, .' YEAR PI Nv1cSF )/t[[éN f ~BAlhambrtÍ-y Generali,fE
. - CON5EJERIA QE e .LTURA . ' . . .' ..'

;unTR nr-.noRlUCi1\ . . •



...

~ : ' ...

~ j

LONDON-=
PRINTED IIY T. DAVISON,WIUTEFRIARS.

.f

:.1

. ?
',~- .



o a,tiv

YEAR IN SPAIN.

BY

A YOUNG AMERICAN.

Bien e lo que son tentaciones del demonio, y que una de las mayores es
poner' un hombre en el entendImIento que puede componer y imprimir un
libro, con que gane tanta fama como dineros, y tantos dineros cuanta fama.
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.CHAPTER', XI.

n[. ·o~ Jy1~etura fro~ , S.egovi~, 1 .recei~~~ in~~lli~
gence"which made me , anxious to depart wíth .as
little delay as ' possible .for . .the "sou th oí Spain..
Being, however, extremely .unwilling to leaveCas­
tile without visitingToledo, 1 detérmined to steal .
time enough to make a shortjou~hey to .that famous
olddty,and to turnaIittle 'ásidein.the .way, in
order t~,see 'som~thing ~f. thé"palaces'and 'gardens

.. . , of the muchboastedAranjuez.:. :: ~..~ . >' ,<'. . :.. ~

; On the first oí April Lwas ready to .depart; and
as there · would 'be nodiligence · passing· .through
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A YEAR IN SPAIN•

. Aranjuez until Wednesday,1 endeavoured tofind

s~me earlier conveyance. Of the many galeras
which trade regularly to the four kingdoms of An­
dalusia, there were none just then ready; but 1 was
able at length; with the assistance of mygood friend
Don Diego, tri , flnd a 'carro in the Calle Toledo,
which was to start at an early hour on the fol1owing
morning. Finding myself at the time in the neigh-

' bourhood of Father Patrick, and remembering that
he had o:ffered me a letter, in '.case ' 1 should go to
Toledo, to an old friend of his-a canon in the me,,;
tropolitan cathedral-¿I enteredhis house, and going

.......----uP. a single pair of stairs, rang the bell at the door .
~ ~ot: hi~ ápartme~t. ", " . ," " , ' ' , , ' . ' ::: '

Fatherp'atfic~ wasJ~aIrishiliah1 ~Harli'aa~có~&nera lffe

: ~hé~ a y~U:ili to Spain, IanCIhad studiea theology,
;JUn~ J\ ' t 1\ as many of his countrymen had done before, in
,, the Colegio de 10s 1rlandeses at Salamahca~" .Since

! then he had,passedan·'eventfullife; chequered with
i. a .more th~n; usual share of that incident and adv én-
¡
: . ture which has been the 10t of .the .Spanish e clergy,
¡
! during. thevarious revolutionswhich -have of late
I convulsedthePeninsula. : He had, doubtless; taken
¡ an activepart in politics ; for hewas once a prisoner

ofthe Frenchvand with his libertyhad like to'have
lost his life. But hehadgóné 'safely 'thl'óugh :aU
these troubles, and now that the church' had again

triumphed over ,the constitutíou, he was busily em-
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ployed.in securing the .advantagesof victory, ' F or

aughtI .know.he might have beenconnected with
that "vast .system; by 'means of.which .fhe Spanish
hierarchy notonly influence, but control the Ieading
measures of state ; that parallel goyerriment, 'which,

though unseenr runs besidethe ostensible one-s-is
constantly .informed '" of every thing g9ing on aH
over theworld, ofa favorable orunfavorable tend..
ency to thegause of the church-and is ever .ready
with heart and hand to forwardthe great interests
of that alliance, bymeans ofwhich the. Altar and
the Thronestill struggle tomaintain their tottering ,
domiriion. ' Be this as Irmay, FatherPatrick was
often in posséssion of news.cforeign and domestie,

liefore die, v had re,a,chedl~h, ~ l,diplomatic e"ireles;,.and, y Generall'f 'el l.. /Vlvl 'ull l _ ¡lOI, U le I IIÚ. fUI (J

'l even once heard him'say, MthénbewailingJ. 'a'disaster .
wliicl1 had befallen thecrusaders in Portugakthat
Be had been ',in possession oí. the particulars ier e

they were known al thepalace.
< B <::fore 1 had time togivea second pull.at.the
bell of Father ,P atrick, ,' his~oWn :'voice .was heard

within calling" Quienr', l' gavethe :usualanswei-,
and was ' át once" admitted. ': Hewas ,no :Jóng~t

habiteclin the ' long ~ hat, ; 10\v- ,robe',imd 'flowing

cloak -of the Spanish ·priest ; 'but . had ón-adark
surtout, beneath which wereseen a: paii-ofneat leg$
iIibiack;st~ckings. ,,' .A ' small ~ , bl~ck ' :neck-stock,

.having a .narrow streak oí vibl~t;aIÍda:siÍk' skull-
. . B~ '

---------..
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cap to -cover the tonsure; alone 'indicated the m án
ofGod. _As'for his face, it" was well fedand rosy,
full ofmirth, frankness, and good humor ; in short, .
it waaallTrish. ' Hehad been sitting ata table
covered with books, breviaries, and newspapers, and
in.front ofhis chair wasa half...written paper, which
he presently covered, and which migbt very ' well
have :been a lette~ to' thenoisy Shiel or t~e noisier
O'Connell. : '
"' ,And here, too,'1 would willingly .tell the reader
ora pilgdm, whowas veryoftenin the companyof
Fatber Patrick. · He was the son of a protestant
c!ergy'man in ,Ireland, buthad gone back 'to the

......_-faith oí- SaintPeter, and; by way'oí penance, made
a :pilgrhmige te .the : H_o ly~nand . e 'He was _~. tan
man, with l~n'[¿wf8te lia:i;r . hanging abb~t bis' fea­

Atures~ from under a .broad-brimmed hato ' ' I n his
right, handwas the long staff of ~he pílgrim.whilst,

. for garments, he worea su~tout and breeches, which ,
might .have fitted .him when he left :Ireland;' but
whích had grown far too capacious in less healthy
~limes. _ : W ith the Iimbs and frame of a·giant, our
·pilgrim. hadnot only the' 'simplicity , but eventhe
squeaking-jones :of a. child ; for he had lO,s't:,-his
voicejn a fit of dysentery in Palestine.: HisJan­
guagewas ,simple,and unaffected, .and from -much _
reading of the Bible, he had caught the Scripture
phraseology, which: was rendered .still more:qu~int

fl

II
I1

!1
¡l

I1
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¡

..............._-------~~---......;....----~
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by his cracked unmanageable voice, which would
change from a 'bass' 'to a .t reble, .mount .a .fu ll

" octave, and quaveróff into awhine at the end-of
his sentences. · He had many moving accidents by
fIood and field to ·t ell of, and many wonders con...

cerning the Holy Land, together with sore rib-roast­
ingareceived from infldelTurks duringhis lonely
pilgrimage; Which' meek and pious narrationswould .
often be interrupted by a hearty fat laugh ora broad
jest from Father Patrick, who held both pilgrímage
and self-denial in great contempr.but whose "lewd:

, waggery was little regarded or perháp~ understood ,
by his simple-minded companion. .T o return from
this digressiOli, Father Patrick, when he found Lwas

gÜing to Toledo,,~t , <;mc~ off~rep,-me' a' ÍJ.ote~t<r th,e Gene él

Canonigo, which he wrote uBon die spot, '~nd 1 're':

"11\ ntu rned ~om~ ~ith ever~ thing read:r fór~he,jour~e.!.~
. Havmg nsen the next dayat an early hour, 1

repaired in due time'to theinn of mycarro, , And

here, lest the reader 'should form 'too.magnificent

an idea of our vehicie from the favorable sound of

its name, it may not be amiss to 'ten him that it was

. neither more nor Iesathan .a roughcart, madeen­
tirely with the broad -axe, Instead 'of shafts; : it
had a 'single piece of timber .projectingfrom the

. centre, by meansof which and .a transverse beam,
the vehicle was sustained in a horizontal position, .
resting ,upon ' the backs of ,the two: ¡{mIes:which

•



l','\\' f"' \\'

A YEAR,IN 8PAIN.

·drew .it." 'L ike the galera; it hadacanvas covering,'
··unaer ·which, andupona solidload of various com­
modíties, the passengers .were to.be.accommodated,

..4U ·being'·reaqy,;we.gotOin :and sallíed .th rough the
. .' · g~t~of Toledo: ··. The·c~rrp. I soqn .discoveredtobe a

very:inferior:conveyance.to;the .gª1.er~•. "T he latter,
coveríng .ávery Iarge spa~e;ds,J1o.t.e~sily ·&istllrbed, :
and rolls , over ·t he: groundwitha...'certain gravity
óf'.motion ; : but .the . car ró :.i~ : a .restíve, ·..vívacious
vehícle,"hopping .and .jumping ,over .every..pebble,
ri.nd,jnas~uchas.you·. .cannotcseat .yourself át any.

great distance from .the ·wh~eIs, its-capricesare _all
15rought-home to you~ : : · ..... .

__-_~ : Towards noon .we'had gone fourt~~~~iles,which

was half tbc.journey, .Wb~nwe.stqpped . to ,Qine ~ig G
Valdeinoro-.,.Valley"of tlle _ lY.lo()r~ .".p ur .~eaI' was

rather .a;homely one, -cousietingof.a :so~p..seasoned
",itn garl~c,- which wasserved up in .alarge. .earthen .

'. , basin, from which each one helped .himself .. with
a .wóóden ·:spoo.n. · ; ·Next ;;9ame J he,puchero, from
which .the .soup had ..been-made; ..and then asalad.
'Thisbeing despatched, eachone, sought a ~e~~h. or

table, :upon .whích .to -make ;ahasty ,.slesta. .At..two. .
. we again departed from!VaIQellloro. ~ ~4e sun was -"

·verypowe~ful. · ..,T here wasnot a.breath Q{:.~ir, · and

the .héat became intense. .:Furthermore; it. had..not
rained -for: .some .time, and the.dust.which.. ;<;qyere.d .
thé :road'·.lwas as . fi~e; ! as· ¡powder, ~ and ro~e. : ~n~?t the.

. ¡.,
- i

--lr '~:\i:1
.' - - =======~----------------,~_..::...... ,. ~~I~,·_ ..::....::.... ........ n ....
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air upon. the slightest agitatiori. ' We hadnot got '
far ' from .Valdemoro, 'when .we were overtaken. by
two galeras of tlie .king's atables, conveying fur..
niture to Aranjuei,preparatory to -the-removal o(

, tbe court. : Each of.them was drawnasusualby a
great number of mules, :so ' that they did.not .lack
the means of kickingup a dust. ,,9ur .charioteer,

, being young andvardent," was anxíous -to .recover
the lead. " '"I'his the .galera. mell owould :not 'consent
to, sowe galloped on, 'in thecloud óf.dust .which :
followed them.. ..Not content.with .outstripping us
and choking us'with: dust,:' the" galera nien 'now
.rallied . andvridiculed us ; ..'In .this, however;: they
na<l noadvaritage 'oí our roan, whovin his jokes
treated majesty.itseJf with Iittle ceremony. :" Loa
caleseros del rey, ,poca :!ionr~r4'~ mlie ..cKing's J Genere
wagoÍ1(~rs, -forsooth'! smalL fs the: honor,!'~ . .'T he

JUl1U\ Spániards, tllOugh cm ordinary occasi óns grave and
taciturn, when they become excited-by :amee, or
by 'any other contest for superiorityvare the wildest
creatures in the world. : ;.. i ",. :-y , : ;'rJ : ~; '>' : " [ ',; ':." ~ .

, ,:Ínidue .'time ~"we.rreachea 'the' bold: bank of ' the

J ara,má"and 'eaught a :view: of that , stream, of.the
\ Jífór~;'distan,t.Tagus" , apd' of theverdant -groves of
Aranju~'z, aU·cgntrasting ,mostgratefully wíth ithe
d usty sterili ty_oí :the " ' c~untry : throughrwhich -we

,had been passing. ','We descended ,by ' ~: ' winding '
roaa 'tó th:.valley .of .the Jaráma, crossedthatnoble

R
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.bridge of which' J .have elsewhere :spoken.and be....
fore five o'clock our carro hadtraversed theTagus,
a~d paused for us to descendin the PlazaofAran­
juez. . J had .scarce reached the 'grotind -before .

severallads offered their services to carry .my little
travelling .bag . All .looked .disappointed except the .

successful candi~ate, .who took .'the prize under his
. arm, and led:the way.to the posada, '.
/:H aving .shaken vcff a portion -of the dust, which
nadogathered·' round . me : during . the journey, ~

walked forth to refresh myself'in a :ramble along .
thebanks of the Tagus. ' In.'crossing thePlaza to
doin: the river, I ' was .accosted by ' a' Iad, whom J ..
RreséntIy recognised .to be ione of those who hac{.----

,
offered to conduct .IPe .t óethe Hosada. I~Hel askedGenerall'

• ., vi UI' I\:. nI.. (. I r ,Ul LI '-, )

. me if 'J had lost ány thin~ when J: got down ·from "
the carro, and at the sanie time took from his cap

nI a'cu{(glass ink-stand with a brass cover, which
fitted tightIy .with a .screw. .1 .waspleased with this
Iittleact óf honesty in a.needy boy; and on .turning .

- ro takemore notice of him, was struck .with Jris
franksunburrit face, 'and keen .black ~ye. , H aving
asked.him . tooshow me .to a pleasant .walk; he took
'me.at once :across thebridge, and as we traced a
foot-pathwhichIay along the margin 'of .theriver,
I. :drew :from him a .story whichwas more : than
tnelan'choly: , ; . .., . . -:

< . Jose~for suchwas. rthe: ñame of'the .lad-s-had

11t · " \ ': : v '
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never known his father r: as he' had beeri born to

.sorrow.he inight also .havebeenbegotten -inguilt,'
AH that he knew 'of himself was, ' that three .years
before, at the period when . the entry of.the Freneh
troops into Spainhadirestored the priest -party to

preponderance and .power-s-at that periad 'of 'uni­
versal lícence..when from 'a pulpit in Madrid .it was'

publicly proclaiméd :to .be no 'sin to killth é child
~raConstitutional,though in its mother's womb->
two iroyalists . had entered .their dwelling in thé
dead ~f night, and.despatched hís mother with .their.

. knives. . Jose could not 'tell .whether this : murder
had been ínstigated by religious orpolitical fanati­
eism, or by. revengeful jealousy-s-it was .enough for .
Hím that- they had killed his I mother ~ Since .t~at . . ' . . ....
oC 1 . h' . h ' h d P.L . tiÜdO oC . h· abae'd 1\ln~ . ra y Generalrr .lata mg t, e a ;wres e .10r 18 . rea " as best " .' . . ,
he could. · His charácter teeined .to have formed

JU111 itself prematurely,. and though only twelve years
old, .he had .already something .of 'the bearing .and

dignity of manhood. Yet rus ragged clothingand
uncombed hair showed that he still needed 'a mother'a

: ;:1 was greatly struck with the solitary andoun­
friended conditiori oí thispoorboy, and :deternii~ed .
.to employ. him the next day in showing ' me ,:thtr

wonders. of Aranjuez. ~ In returníng towards the
posada'o úr.road Iay.through the market place, ... lt
was :thr~nged ':with .laborers, retuming from theír

-
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workIn. the ' palac éaandigard éns, andwhopaused
in'groups to .talk .over .the gossii>~ of ..the day• ...,A ll
the .men. wore :the ..undress :.of royalist .volunteers. .
I .had 'no .where seenso many of. .these hirds of evil
ome~. : ';I n one group.near .whichwepassed, .Lno­
ticed a .stout.ipowerful .manwith thick.hairand .long .

, black 'mustaches. .His jacket was hanging .carelessly
.from the.. left . shoulder; ' anda red cockade ofmost
royal dimensíons was stuck under .the .ribbon oíhis

. hato • He.followed us.withhis .eyes.as.w é went by;
andwhenwe .had tumed ia corner,': the .boy drew .
towardsm é.andsaid, :" Lt.waa-ha .who. ikilled my

. th 1""" E' 1, . , t '/ I e.: d '/" ', ',. :
~__ m~ er ~.~ . , 8 . ~ :qu2~~,rna: o a.msma re: .. I ~

.. . The next.mormhg 1 was.waked at s,unnse, ":,bY

.....--~ my.)ittle .compa.nion ,of the.day .before·; and we.went e C'
, .,' t:' eJ , _ d t:

at .once t ó the 'BFÍricipaLpalace~ .This build~ng.was
commenced. by. Charles ,V., .who delighted in .Aran...
juez.', .cSince then many. rangeaof buildings have
beenerected for theaccommcdation of'.the throng
withwliich :this ~ourt is .always accompanied, They .
are all ·built with arcades arid terraces.., H ad a uni...
form plan been observed throughout, they would '
form . a noble" assembláge.Thé"arrangement and
furniture of the .interior have .nothingstriking, arid ­
there are féw good. paintíngs, -.: Butdt is upon its
gardens, rather than upon.itspalaces, .that.Aranjuez
founds -its reputation. . They.are indeed ' delightful~"

'I'he 'I'agus;..being dammed .up, : is rendered..navi- . .

. '

__________ _ _ _ ......;. ....nIIlI1..-K1
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gable above for .the amusement of jhecourt, ,and at
the.same.timeits.watersarepoured,at, ,ple3:sur~ oY~l;"

the grounds, artd .Ied-to theroots oí.everyshrub,
This..mayaccount for-tñ~e unequalled size ~n~ Iuxu­
riance of'the .t rees. "A .portionofthe ·riyer , p~ing

. thus diverted oto .irrigate the ga~den,.the..rem~!lQ..~J,". .
rushes p~~r . the .dam. .forming a.perpetualcascade
beneath.the. windows .of'the palace.,. .'I'he gar<;l~n, is

. laid outin .straightwalks, adorned pya-rb.or~; ,p~r­

terres, ,fountains, ~nd groups 'of ,statues, ,~.~<:l .t1:u~

trees, instead.:of,.·be}ng: trimmed ,tº the"qu.i,~k, ; .are
left to ,their own Iuxuriance. ," ',: .: ~ ; ' ~" , ,

' .' , ' , ' , ' , " ,." . . " '" . ... -- . ' , .. '

: ~~,gaying the palace,..wenow struck ,~n~o. the f)al!e
Qe~ Reyna~ a fine: wide . road; : whích runs al~ng "

tije....Tagus, a~d ' is sh~de~ bY );lOb.~~ t!-"~~~. .:T~e .
. ' . '. . d" r.l:.. l tr.1Li enrd'aGea'dr' Al, al..i0rayGeneraüfe

rrver In its wmc mgs .sorne ~~es rece El '. roro :!l.~e ,
. road, sometimes approaclie~ it c.losely. ..:+ .he. spa~e

UNh jetween tHeroforme4 onecontinuous.orch~;r~; called

the Garden of Spr¡ng, .planted .with .,pe;:tqh, . P~;:t:r, . '

plum;..almondyand :cherJ,"y ~rees, which were then
covered .with ,.'flowers, exhaling the :~ost . :gr~~~f.~l . ,
fragrance. .Fruit,tree~, ,cert.a:iJ;lly add .awonderful

charm-to, a ,merapleasure gardenj .for " th~'y~aF~Y
with :them ,~~~~:-i~ea ; oí ,1}. t.ility , :which . r~ises ey'~~Y '

~hing .in human: estimation- ,.:N91":d.id¡ ;Irlo.J;a- wíth­
hold..heraid in decking fOJ;t4 this Gardenof Pri- .
mavera.¿ On ~v~ty,~ii\e were seenbushes _of. p ;>s,es

and .beds -ofthe . g~Ye~t fl.ow~rs, ~~<1lºs~d..in hedges
, • ~ •.• • • .. I

L ·
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of,~doriferous shrubs, whilst the 'vine, .clambering
along the trunks of the .trees,was preparing, .with
shoot and tendril, ,to send abroad its airy festoons,
My enjoyment of the garden was shared by the
wholcfeathered tribe, for the groves and shrub,
-beries resoundedwith theír songs. 'T hé nightíngales

are said, "especial1y, to delight in'this favored abode,
~her'e they arrivein incrcdible numbersabout the
middle ofApril, 'to pass their joyous season oí lote
a~d matrimony. ,. ' . . ! .

Never hav'e 1 made so pleasant'a 'walk 'as' this

along the Calle de la Reyna, and beside the Garden

of Primavera. . The time was that auspicious ~our, ,
when the sun had j ust strength enough to dissipate "
the coolness. C;r.' the' m~linhigwi'tli'out bringing ·in
-exchange di~ least [f; elingi oí lan guór, and ~re he
had .:ret drunk.up 'the: dewdrops,",whichstill clung
io 'the Ieaves, the blossoms, ancl the branches. : The

'place, too, was Aranjuez, the land ofGalatea, the
scene of many a pastoral ditty ; whilst the river
which glided by ~ith scarcely á rípple, reflecting' the

flying clouds; the a~ure sky, th~ hovering ·birds" tl~e •
stately trees which skirted its banks, or the humbler
willows which : plunged 'their branches into .its cur­

rent, was the Tajo dorado of Cervantes, 'Gongora,
and Garcilaso. ~ · A s for the séa~oll; of the year, Jt
was that v'ery vernal time, súng by poets and oeulo­

gized bymoralists, when nature, 'escapingfromthe

' lf1tt~' .
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dreary 'durance of -her wintry sleep. .arrays ,herself

once moreIn the habiliments of joy ; thatspring,

whi~h we love by comparison whh the past and in

.anticipation of the future; :whose 'promises wevaliH~.

higher than the realitíes oí summ ér; :be'c~us~ .not

having yet reached maturity.-itdoes .notbring'with

it the idea of decay, just asweprefer virgin beauty

to the perfection of womanhood, 01' the' .b lowing to

the full-blown rose. j .

T~acing the stream upward, we carne at 'length

to the Casa de . los Marineros.' .Thisds a . naval

arsenal in miniature, with .itsbuildings, its dock­

y'~rd, its ship~, and even its sailors, who come from

tlie sea-coa'sf,:and wear the naval uniformo Opposit~.,:i ' · · .

is a Iittle batterywith embrasures for cannon, ~pd;· , .

in the time ofBourgo~nne, ~bul1.b'ér~offriga.~es in'llbra ~

. miniature might ,be seen with sprea<I. canvas ana

111 flutte.ring pennon~, coursing .it over 'the,Tagus, en­

gaged in mock combat with each ~ther;er inbom­

barding the battery. . The only boat which Lsaw

'was the .king's barge. Irwas g~rgeo~slyd~corlited,.

n ', and .seemed manned with statues, rising like mer-

. maids 'aboye the water. . . .

.: Leaving behínd th'e naval .arsenal, we next carne

to the Casa ,del .L abrador-., This fairy: palace was

built by Charles IV., a prince who addedapassion

for rural enjoyments and a 'refined taste in the arts

to a singular destitution ofevery honorable feeling

, 't "
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1:1 Its exterior forms threesides oía 'square.with busts

iI,' ¡I. and' statues 'standing in niches in itswalls, or :upon
I!' the "balustrade -: which surrouuds. the court-yard.
1¡I The decoration of the interior is rich, elegant; and
!1- tastefulr-btit, 'by a singular' capriceythe apartment
11.' usually doomed to 'the most scrupulous concealment
!1; ls here the 'm~st conspicuous 'of aIl.' 1ts .windows
I ¡ command the pleas~antest view of the ', surro unding'
I¡JI country; whilst within it is decorated with ' the

I

d"
11 costliest '.tablesyvases; and tíme-pieces, and -even
I hung rourid 'wid i four superb paintings, drawn by'

1

1

••• the magicpencil oí Girodetvand presented rby'
Napoleón. " . ' "

1

1 rr'he, court comes .to Aranjuez in April, and re-

, 11 lnaiiis ÚIit~l' :~heiLqbgT~ays'3 w~~";it .lr~~o~ei to-~a~e~ " ¿Ú i ~
i 1I Granja';' f ol', ivhéii' d ie"violent liéats' 0:6 summerset' .

I! ~l1n\ Dr Juro .i~, ,the' áirof this place' i~ lóadécl with exha~atlón~
I! " from "the swampy valley; and becomes so .noxíous,

,l ' · that 'ev~ü ~the inhabitant~are forced - .with?raw
11. to the ' n~ig~bburing highla~ds'. ' T,h~s 'Ara~juez,

II ~ which in ' Mayhas apopulation ofnearly ten' thou-

11I ;::d;:a~r:~e~::di~~~:::::;:~:¡~~lh~~a~~:
1 i th é éourt 'retires, as we have seen, to' the Escurial,
i 1- ánd thenc é, inNovember, to Madrid. FrorrtMádrid .

11 it goes tri th~,Prado; and thence, again;ill the spríng, .

r. .' Bourgoanne

I
I

¡
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tó"Ara:njuez~' ' EilCh ófthese" .Siti6s~ealc8'· ; not tó

mention several :minor palaees; lHts :its :separ~te ad­

ministration-and train ofatteIidants;;;..;;a monstrous

state ~f"things, : utterly inconsistent~'with, :th~: beg:,. ­

garly condition' of:the national resources,": ;,: ' .

Of all the :S itios lleales, however, none may-com­

pare with Arahjuez. ' ,,Ind éed," when tlie':powerful

sun .of .this elevated regi ón strikes withimmitigated

fury upon the naked plains oíCastile, here 'one 'm~y

find lofty 'trees :to ,intercept the b'uriling -~- rays; 'and

shade that is'ever impervíous. ' ,The-smell is greeted

with the mostgrateful perfumesjand th é '~inging' of

birds,¡ and the rushing of 'water in : subterran éaíi

canals; or its splash as it .falls from .ev ér-gushing

fount'ains; or the louder ró~r of the tumbling' cata:'
. ' . • _ . ',. 1 . ' - nra· -e - a·n

raet, come cheermgly -upon tIle eár',, , : .; " " /. :. i
- .' . ' _ . , ,t:, ' ' . . ' \

After bemg detamed a' a ay longer -·at '~rRÍ1juez

'NT1\ tHan ,] hall contempláted; for wantof aconv éyancé;

my little frien él j ose 'at length "procured' ník ~ th é

means 'of -reaching Toledo. 'Indeed, 1' :wlÍsi j ust

~ r...thinking ' of the: expedieney of 'd~parti_ng moot;· olí
- tli~ ,' fourth 'morningof my .absence. from ~ Madrid,

when ~os~ knocked at mydoor, ~ and .: told me that

he hadgot. ahorse' for me, ~nd " that -he wasto go

along,~~dbrihg· ·hiin . back; on a borrico; ,T :liked

thi~ITangement. -,well ., ¡ So;' -paying my :bill , and

pátkiiig',~p ;'~y sack,I salHed out jnto' thecourt- ,

yatd, ~'c-9mniencemy jourríey. ' ldid not expect
. ,, · 't ).
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, rcbe. v~ry splendidly :mounted~ but 'my astonish­
ment and 'confusion were indeed great, on finding
that 1,had to ride upon a miserable "roci~, : that 'had.
Iost its.Iiair .by .some dísease, especially'upon the
taílywhichwas as long and as .nakedus the trunk

of an ~lephant. "The only flesh the animal had left
seemed ~o have descended into itsIegs, and as for
his hips, hisbackbone, and ribs, they wereevery
where conspicuous, save where covered by ~ .huge
pack-saddle, , stu ffed witl~ straw and covered with

, canvas. What ,made the matter still worse,' the
master of the ,beast, an old man-in a brown cloak, .:,:

-~-,,held hishand before .me, as Lwas approaching .to
taK~ a nearer view, and told methat ifít wa~ igual

...-_-....., to ' me, he l~ol;l~d Gflke ,the. Ltwo~dQll~rs ¡beforel1.,~uld~neral i f

,1 expl~ined: tó tlie oH1:r,Pan liow very. pbssible it was
~hat hjshorse would not ,l ive to ,complete the jour-

Dney ~ towhich he replied; with. som~ indignation,

rhathe would carry t.ne 'to las Indias; ,much:mo,re
t9./fQleclo. ' ,A s he continued to hold outhis hand

.»;'; ~ <~it~'; á ' ,resol~te air, .I droppedthe .required 'sum

., ; j.í!t<:{ it~ "~nd. graspingthe pack-saddleforwant ofa
mane, 1 vault éd at once into the seat, ' T he .back
of the pOOl' animal 'cracked and twisted under 'the"

lmrthe'n, andas he gav~ 'sorne indícationsofa dis-
, positiontolie down.T drew forcibly uponthe halter. . '

Thusroughly handledvhis neckbent backwa.id.lik:

a .broken bow; and, ~aking' l!: .fewretrograde ~teps"

¡',
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he backed fullupon Jose,-who, well pleased with
theidea of so longán excursi ón, was drawn up be:.
hind, upon a líttle mouse-colored ,: a,ss, with the

'game-bag; which containedall my travelling equi~

page, hung roundhis neck and hanging from 'his
shOl.ildér.'.: .Threeor.four: so únd blows from the

,cudgel of Jose, accompanied by akick under the
belly from the master of the beast, corrected this
retrograde motion, which beingchanged for an ad- '
vanee, we sallied out oí the inn and took our way
through the market-place, to the admiration ofall
Aranjuez. '

, ;beaving the palace on the right, we entered a 'fine......._._~-
road which passed through the'¡'oy'alposses'sións;and .
was skirted oneither side with fine trees, planted in -: ,

d bl rnh' ' J! "e j • C, • • 'ld ,a I pne
a ou e row. .J.! lS p,art 011nranJ~lez lS SIID1 al' to .J

Flanders, in its level surface and the fertility -of.the
, soH; whence its na~e ofCampo Flamenco~! Having

passed the barrier, which marks theroyal domain~' ,

.the trees, which had originally been planted.a mile
.ortwofarther, became rare and scattering. .,T he féw
.that :still remained were either woundedinthe trunk,

01' had a r.ing of. barkremoved.rwitha view to .de­
',stroy them ; ' a singular evidence ofthat inveterate '
, antipathy to trees, whichhas already been noticed
as beíngprevalent throughout the éentralprovinces
of Spain, ' .' . ' '

:Duringthe remainder of the seven 1eagues; which

VOL~IL ·d
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JU.l1TR DI

- lie between Toledo and A:r~njuez, we passed through ­

a country, once; perhaps, by the aid ofirrigation,
rendered as fertile asthe neighbouring fieldsofAran':'
jue,z,but now a complete desert, without inhabitants
and without cultivation, - The valley-of theTagus
continued level as .weadvanced; but towards Toledo,
the courseoftheriver seemed tobcarrested by a
rocky barrier,upon one of the .pin,nacles ofwhich
the citywas s.~en, conspicuous by its lofty Alcazar.
Wedid',' Ilot follow the , circ'uit~lÍs course ofthe
stréa~;but 'Ieft it far on the ,right. ' -Sometimes it

,approachedithe ' road, and :then receded fromrit

again ;'but ,where the water .itselfcould not be dis-

· cove;red; its meanderings might' easily be traced by

a 'wlnding track of ;verdure.n',But th~distantl'y~geta.;'~en'era l l· f
' .'-., IU IUfl.1 lel 1c.1,f I!IClllul-'j '""'

tion, .th écooling' noise 'ot' the water, and the'sha?e
of' .the trees, were all lost upon us, or, still worse,

, 8,eemed placed so 'uear only to mock 'our suffering,

,T he heat ~as intense ; for;' as is usual iri thiscli­
mate, á cloudlessskylefta free actionfor the :rájs

.of thé'sún. ' The dust, too, set in ' motion by my
horse, had time to envelope. me, .ere he could get '

,béy~;nd if.' 'Nor ..was thereanycomfort in,my seat.
'Th~ pack-saddle was hárd and uneven, and; beíng ,
without stírrups, my legs, 'abtm40ned to their .own

support, seemed ateach instant to grow - l?~gér _and
heavier. 1 had tired them, too, in kícking.theríbs .
Dí'my beast, 'in order to make him keep .úp.with --
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.t-:.

Jose andhis borrico, whichmoved its feef so quickly. ·.
over the ground, that it .seemed even to '~e get~ing ·

on much faster and leávirig me .behind, .though it
preserved always thesame interval..' '.Itwas along
and a weary ride this; for the ..lofty. i~)cazar.oí,
Toledo seemed ever to maintain ·t he ·sanie distance.

aswhen we first disc6vel~ed it, in :emerging from the ..
'groves of Aranjuei• . '

Towards noon, we reached a parí of thesedesert:
and barren downs, '. where sorne laborers werecon-:
strticting 'nórias, to raise water for the .purposeof
irrigation, Hard by stood 8:. solitary oenta, which
we gladly eiltered;' to " procu~e some food, and to

es~ape awhile from the furyofthe sun. : A muleteer

accompanied by.hyo,'~o~e~r~adl p'a~~d.j lJ-~~ ~,~fp.J~~ YGene: aJí
us, and w:as busJ skmmlJg; a liare wlÍlc4· he had ,.' ' , ' .

,U' .H\ TI j ust 8hot, and from which they were 'about to .m~~e ·

tneir Qinner. · As we carriedrio gun, and had n ót.

heen soJortunate; .we ,asked 'acoarse-haired.idark­
.eyed oldwoman; what shehad to eat ,'; 'a~d; heirig
answered . that therew.ere'eggs, .we ordered.a tor-.

tílla. . Our hostess went into .the next room, whenc'é . .

. sorne hens had just cqme' cackling.'forth .to .join
the .' ·gróup that .wera -picking . the crums in ' the .
kitchen, ~rid: presently.ret úrned with halfadozen
'new-laid eggs, breaking themat once into a .frying­
pati" the bottom of' which she .had opreviously co­
vered withoil, Whilst thisoperation was going

c2
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on, 'J ase ledhis beast to the .shady side of the house. .
and, taking a' few handfuls of barley from a canvas .
bag owhich hung from the back of the borrico, he ·
threwitupori the grotind, and left the two animals:
eatingtogether in -peace, like Rosinalite and the . .

Rucio•
. 'Fhe .·eggs. ,were soori emptied into an earthen.

dish, where they floated at large.in a.sea of oil; the
'dish was-placedion a 'Iow -tablecwhich, for want
of a· bench-e-the only one in the house being occu­
pied .by the party of .the muleteer-e-we drew close
to the door, so as .to takaourseats upon the sill.
N ow that we -had our .meal befare us, however, it

. w__as ñót .so easy. to eat it. . 'I'he bread .and the wine,

indeed,gave 1ls .no trouble ;ti::but the eggs were as'Jen
muchbeyond OUt 'reacH, .as 'nslies tHat you .see in
the water , b ut have n<? meansof catching. · . In vain
did we ask fora .spoon or a fork. . Ourhostess

'only .regretted that she could do nothing for us.
Until a weekbefore, she had two wooden spoons
and one horn one, for the accommodation of cava-
liers, .who didnot carry their own utensils; but .

sorne q~ti1ztas; or conscripts.rhadpassed by;on their

. way. to the frontier ofPortugal, and haltedduring
the heat'.of .theday at her ho úse. . Since then, .she
hadoseen nothing either of her horn spoon or '~f ' .

the two wooden .ones. rand she never meant tobuy
another. As our invention was sharpened by hunger,
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'J~se and 1 bethought ourselves to cut ' the bread

'into' slices, and to USe" two 'pieces as ' chop-sticks,

.after tbe manner of the Chinese, , Inthis way, and

by lending each otber occasional assistance in catch­

.inga 'refractory egg,we were enabled to drivethem,

one byone,into a 'córner, and.:draw them out,

until notbing remained but the ,oH. , '
Leaving the ventavwhen .we had 'finish ed out

.meal, we set forward anew. ',S oon after we carne

up with a curate,who was doubtlessgoing to pass ,

the holy week in ' Toledo, 'with hisá,ima' 01' house­

keeper, a~d .a go~d number of littleorphans 'arid '

nieces. The ptulre cúra 'was seated ,upon a mule, ,

~-'~w""ith liis robes drawn up aroundhim, so as to make

room for the back oí tbe animal.and displaying a

' iBair of legs whích seemedJaleu~f:tsea to tne (saddle.Y Genprallt

.s«for his long hat; it w~s tieCl undel' tHe chin by a

nr w:liite HanClkerchief" which passed over .the crown,

He had, altogetherv .avery helpless, roasted look,

yet seemed 'to take every thing wi~h niuchchristian

'resig nation .

, .At length, towards tbree in the afternoon, we '

drew near the end 'of the valley~ and .began t? ap~

proach 'the ,rockypinnacleupon "which .stands' the

city of Toledo. ~ Our 'joúrney 'became more plea­

sant ,towards the close ;for' a ' rugged mountain,

along whose base the .road woundits .way~ protected

•lIS from the scorching heatof thesun.whilst ~re ' '

. ' N~W cASTILli:. r


