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abundanee, and round it aie a variety of woaden ' 
tenements, which are occupied as butchers' stalls, 
and garnished with a lean and 'ill-dressed assort- 
ment of beef and mutton. The rest of the area is 
filled by market men and wumen, each surrounded 
by baskets of eggs or vegetables, festooned witll 
unsavoury' cliains of garlic, or else intrenched be- 
hind conical heaps of potatoeg, onions, pomegra- 
nates, tornatoes, or oranges. Here too one miglit 
usually see herds of hogs, al1 dead, yet standing 
stiff upon their legs, eaeh witli a husk of Indian 
corn in its mouth ; or else hung straddling upon a 
barre], and striving to touch tlie pavement witli its 
fee t. 

The company usualÍy sssem bled in this nquare 
is the very humblest to be found in Madrid; for it 
is the old and ruinous quarter of the city, to whicli 
i t  serves as a market and place of ~on~regdtionb 
Furthermore, it is in this neiglibourhood that one 
may find the greasy dwelling~ and slaugliter-houses 
of the buteheni. Here too pass innumerable cm- 
nages, carts, and wagons, going to or arriving from 
Toledo, Talavera, Aranjuez, Cordovn, and Seville ; 
not to mention strings of mules and asses, wllich 
are so continually filing through as to áppear to be 
moving in procession. The greater part of the 
market-people are inhabitants of the neigtbouri*g 
eountry; As they do not pass tlie night .away from 
borne, they have no occasion to put up at a posada3 



NEW CASTILE. 

but bring their own barley, wliich tlley put in bags 
and tie about t l ~ e  heads of tbeir mules. As for 
thernselves, tLey ei tlier supply their wants from 
saddle-bags, in which tliey carry bread and cheese 
or sausages, witli a leathern bottle of wine ; or else 
go aside to the nearest corner, where there is always 
an old woman with a portable furnace of eartlien- 
ware or iron, over whicli she prepares sundry greasy 
stzws in little earthen pucheros. 

Most of these things, which renderedtlie Plazuela . 

on ordinary occasions so animated, were now no- 
wliere to be seen, l'lie fisli-stalls were .vacant;,and 
demted; tlie basket9 of vegetables and the piles of 
fruit had been removed ; wliilst tlie Iiogs tad eitlier 
disappeared entirely, or were tlirown into pro- 
miscuous heaps at  on-e side of the Plaza, without 

- - --much attention to the symmetricdl arrangement of 
heads and feet. If, however, many objects were 
missing tliat are usually to be met witli in the Plaza, 
there was, in return, one wliicli 1 had never seen 
there before : tliis was tlie instrument of execution* 

Time are in Spain several modes of execution. 
The least dislionorable is to be shot ; a deatli moré 
particularly reserved for tlie military. Another is 
the garrote, wliich is inflicted by placing the cri~  
mina1 in nn iron ehsir, provided witli a collar wcch 
fits closely &out tlie neck. Tlie collar is then . 
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or lever, and death is instantaneous. The  garrote 
is also inflicted in some parts of South America by 
placing the culprit , in the iron cliair as before, and 
then introducing a wedge between the collar and 
Lis neck, whicicli is broken by a single blow struck 
upon tlie wedge with a sledge-hammer. The last 
and most ignominious mode is hanging by tlie neck; 
a death *more especially belonging to robbery, mur- 
der, and other ignoble crimes, but wliicli of late 
years has liltewise been extended, witli even more . 

.than tlie usual brutal indignities, to tlie crime of 
patriotisrn. Tlie men, Iiowever, who were tliis day 

- $0 suffer, were of no equivoca1 character, and no 
-one could eitlier dispute or gainsay tlie justice of 
-that sentence which had doomed them to die upon 
tlie gallows. 

- -- -The gallows erected on tliis oecasion consisted 
of a heavy oaken beam, sustained. in a horizontal 
position, upon vertical posts of stili grenter solidity. 
The ascent 'to tlie gallows was effected by a stout 
Jadder, or iather close stair, which leaned upon tlie 
horizontal beam, the middle of whicli, irnmediately 
beside the Indder, was wound round with sl~eep- 
skin so as to cover the edges of the wood, and 
-prevent them from outting the ropes by a sudden 
ftiction. This last precaution, the solidity of 
structure, every thing, in sliart, aiinounced 'a de- 
termination that j ustice sliould not be oheated of 
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its victims, nor tliey be subjected to unnecessary 

The approacl to the gallows was guarded by 
celadores,' and no one was allowed to come near 
it but the verdugo' or hangman, who, as 1 arrived 
in the square; ascended the ladder with four ropes 
in liis Iiand, which be adjusted with mucL care- 
the whole four close beside eacli other-round tl~e 
middle of the beam, wliere it was covered witli the 
fleece. The office of verdugo is in Spain utterly 
disreputable and abject. Formerly it was filled 
only by Moors, Jews, and miscreants; indeed it 
is still necessary to ndduce evidence that 'one's an- 
cestors were public executioners before being ad- 
mitted to the degradation. ' Yet this office is not 
only accepted, but everi sought after. 'I'here was 
in fact quite a concourse of competitors on a late 
ocmsion in Granada, each proving tliat lie was de- 
scended, on the side of fatlier or mother, from a 
public hangrnan. The  cause of this singular f ~ t  
is found iii another equally singular. In Granada 
the verdugo has n certain tax upon al1 verduras or 
greens, wlietlier for soup or salad, wliich are daily 
sold in the public market. Hence, being secure 
0f profit, he can afford to put up witli obloquy. 
As for the verdugo who officiated on tliis occasion, 
he a stout and rather fat man, who seemed to 

tuve well between good cheer and idlcness. His 
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dress was a plain round jacket and trousers of brown. 
A broad sash of red worsted, wound round the mid- 
dle, sefved instead of braces, and at  the same time 
sustained a rotundity whicli seemed greatly in need 
of such assistanee; whilst an oil-clotk hat, with a 
narrow rim and still narrower crown, but imper- 
fectly covered Iiis full and bloated features. Such a 

.)(. . was the figure of the verdugo. 
The Plaziiela-de-la-Cebada, tliough on this oc- 

, casion its ordinary bustle and animation were want 
ing, was however by no means deserted. The bal- 

1 conies of the surrounding liouses were crowded with 

_-- groups of either sexy formed iiito a panoramic view, 
prabably not unlike wllat the Plaza Mayor may pre- 
sent on the occasion of a biiII-feast. Tlie area below 
was tlironged by the lower classes, blended ir1 one 

< ?  - - - -  
vast and motley collection. There was an abundante 
of s a b w  mechnnics, tinkers, aiid eobblers, with 
leatliern aprons and dirty faces; ar of thiti-legged 
tailors, in terminiled with gaily-dressed ~ndalusians, 
or with sturdy athletic peasants and muleteers from 
tlie neiglibouring plains ofCastile and La Manclla* 
Other men tliere were, standing apart and singl~, + 

*wliose appearance did not iiidicate a particular Proa 
fepsion, and who, thougli peor and rngged, seemed 
toa proud to be of any. These were covered to tlle 
nose in tattered cloaks, almost met by low sloucl1ed 
hats, between wliich tbeir eyes wandered round witli 
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a glance wticli betrayed anxiety. . Perhaps they 
vere robbers, comrades of the condemned rnen who 

i 
j / 

were soon to suffer, with whom they might llave 1 1  
.I : 
! ; 

taken part in many a scene of danger and of guilt.. . 1 1  
1 ( 

The conduct of this ill-assorted crowd was not, ! l 

however, unworthy of the occasion. Those wlio 
composed it seemed either fearful or unwilling to 
talk of the many crimes of tlie malefactors-either 
from a lingering awe of them, or lest tliey rniglit 
be overheard by a cornpanion. - Some stood alone, 
mufñed np in tlieir cloaks, grave, thoughtful, and 
solemn; otliers in silent groups; 'wliilst here and 
there a countryman leaned over his motionless bor- 
ri~Ó, directing his eyes in expectation along the 
street of Toledo. No clamor was anywliere to 
be henrd, except from the boys who were dispersed 
about tlie square clambering along the grates of 

? - 
the windows, so as to overlook the Iieads of the 
taller multitude, now quarrelling for preeedence, 
now forced, from inability to cling longer, to let 
themselves down and abandon stations wliich had 
cost tllem so much contention. Tliere were also a 

. few blind men singing and selling a ballad, which 
consisted of prayers for the men wlio were about 
to die; and now and than a person  ass sed through 
tlie crowd, ringing a be11 and begging cuartos to 
buy mames for tlie souls of the malefactors. 

The few moments employed in reaching the 
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Plaza and walking round it sufficed to make these 
observations; but tlie arrival of the prisoners was 
much more tardy. Indeed, ten o'cluck went by, 

, . and eleven was likewise tolled from the towers of 
S many surrounding convents, without any indication 

of their approach. The  ?ay was cold and sunless, 
and tle 'air of that chilly lieirtless kind which sets 

1 : at defiance our eiideavours to keep it out by ad- 
.. ditional clothing, and which will even find its way 

to  tlie fireside, coming over ns with a feeling of 
misery. 1 began at last to look with anxiety for tlie 

I 

: j  coming of  the criminals. But when I &me to eom- 

l 
pare their condition witli rny own, I eould not but 

I ,-<" 

j 4 reproacli mycelf for my irnpatience. The rema%- 
1 der of their lives," said 1, is al1 condensed into tlie 
I present hour, and that hour already on tlie wane ! 

TLis remnant of existence may be infinitety valua- 
ble to them in  mnking tlieir peaoe with men, and 
in seeking reconciliation with H e a v h :  and yet 
you, W ~ O  perliaps have years in store, would rob 
them even of this to relieve yourself from a short 
in terval of weariness and i n a ~ t i ~ i t ~ . ' ~  

had before only been disgusted witli the scene 
around me ; but ~ O W ,  becomii~g disgusted with mlr- 
self, I turned away to heguile my irnpatience by 
wandering tl~rough tlie ieighhbouring churches- I 
admired anew tlie vast dome of San Domingo, and 
made once more the circuit of tlie corivent. Tbe 
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cloisters were even colder than the street. Tliey 
were, besides, painted on every side with the ac- 
tions of tlie patron snint-lie wlio went hand in 
hand with tlie bloody Montfort in the persecution 
of tlie Albigenses, because tliey denied, some two 
centuries sooner tlian Luther clid, that tlie true . 

body of Jesus Clirist is present in the sacrament ; 
who founded tlie hnatic order wliicli has furnished 
the Inquisition witl  many of its most relentless 
heroes. Some of tliese pain tings were Rdiculous, 
some bloody, atid some disgusting. 1 returned 
once more to tlie Plaza, liaving gained but little 
iu tlie way of equnnimity. 
' When 1 reached tbe opening of the street of 
Toledo, and glanckd my eye over tlie crowd wliich 
filled it, tLe multittrde seemed moved by-some 
new impulse. --Tlie women in tlie balconies were 
no longer saluting eacli otlier across the street, 
or shaking tfieir fans in recogniti'on to those wlio 
passed below. Al1 eyes were turned in one com- 
mon direction. The object of tliis general atten- 
tion from the balconies was not so soon visible 
from the street below; indeed it was some mioutes 
befme wwe discovered, first tlie celadores, witli their 
white belts and sabres, moving upward and down- 
~vard-next tlieir horses, spurred and reined into 
im~atience, iu order to intimidate the crowd and 
~lear  a way for the corning of tlie pro~ession~ Be- 



i .  

hind the celadores were soon after seen the glitter- 
1 .  ing points of many bayonets, vibrating with a mea- 
i 

I I 

' 1  
J , r  

sured motion from right to left, and only seeming 
1~ % to advance as they grew brighter above the sea of 

- 

4 . *  heads which intervened, growing npward and up- 
I ward unta the weapons of which they formed the 

f i # ,  least destructive portion were likewise visible. 
1 Presently the large bear-skin caps of the grenadiers 
l a '  emerged, until a t  last tlie whole was apparent, to 

the very feet of the soldiery. I t  was now, toa, 
that migl~t be Iieard tlie death-dirge, chanted by 

i 
f " 

' d . ,  . tlie humble monks who attended the crirninals, 

. s .  + 
- swelling gradually above the Lum of the multitudem 

, I The soldiers nere so arranged as to gim the 
. 4  , , crowd on either side a view of the criminals. Tbey 

I 

were tliree in number, hstead of two; but tlie firstt 

- m tliough an accomplice of the others, had either been 
found less guilty at the trial, or else hnd mnde liis 
peace with justice by becoming a witiiess against 
bis companions. A t  al1 events he was not to suffer 
death, but only to be conducted under the gallowst 
and remain there during tlie execution. He 
seated upon an ass, witli Lis arms pinioned beside 
him. His head was bent formard so as nearly t0 

toueh the neck of the animal, and his long hair, 
wliose growth liad doubtless been elierished for 
the purpose during a long confinernent, hung dowp 
on every side so as to form a complete veil aboat , 
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Lis features ; for tlie criminal felt tlie degradation, 
and dreaded lest he should be recognised at some 
future day. This &as an honorable motive: it 
seemed, at lenst, to be so considered by tlie erowd; 
for none souglit to invade the secrecy one old 
woman, who stooped down to the ground as tlie 
eulprit passed, and tlien hurried off to watcli over 
the operation of her furnace and puchero. . 

The seeond criminal, was dressed in a shroud ; a 
living man in the garment of the dead. He sat 
bolt upright 0x1 an ass, and bis feet were bound y 
tightly togetber nnder tlie belly of tlie animal, to 
preven t any attempt to escape to the cliurclies which 
lay in tlie lvay, and reach tlie sanctuary of some 
privileged altar. As for his Iiaiids, they were tied 
with a cord, and mnde tu elasp a copper crucifix. 
B u t  when it was presse<l to liis-lips by the anxious - .  

and trernulous hands of tlie poor monk who walked 
beside hirn, he refused to kiss the image of the 
Saviour; nay, Iie even spit upon it. Tliere was, 
in facct, more of the hardened villain about this 'a 

malefactor tlian 1 had ever before seen. He  \vas 
a Small, spare man, of a tliin, sinewy, and eat-like 
conformation, and su& a mst of 'countenance, that 

1 not saen Lim, could acaree have believed 
it ~ossible for liuman features to wear sucli an ex- 
pression of fiendish mdignity. Wisliiiig to learn 

. story, 1 asked , - liis erimes of an old man ~ 1 1 0  
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stood beside me. H e  answered the qtiestion first 
witli a slirug and a shudder; then using an idiomatic 
phrase, wliich has found its origin in the frequeney 
of murder in Spain, lie said, a He Iias made many 
deaths ; very man y !y'-cc H a  heciw muclros muertos; 
m?~c7&is~mos !" 

The tbird criminal mas dressed like the Iast, but 
liis looks and bearing were as different ns pmsible. 
H e  wns far larger and stohter tlan his companion 
-stouter at least in body, thougli .not in heart; for 
wliilst tlie latter only seemed pale and wasted from 
ill-usage and confinement, this one had beside 

, bloodless livid Iook wllieh can only be pmd~ced 
by intense fear. His fiands were not bound to a 
crucifir like the other, but left at Iiberty to g ~ p  a 
Ilyrnn ~ L i c l i  Le was singing *tli tlie fríar. He 

. had perhaps pretended repentance nnd ronversion 
witb a view to interest the c l e r a  in bis favor; for 
in Spain criminals are often rescued by their inter- 
vention, even under the gallows. This uncertdnty 
evideritly added. to Iiia fear. I t  was indeed a di* 
gusting and yet piteous siglit to see tlie lips oftlie 
miserable man turned blue with terror, yet earnestl~ 
chanting as tLaugh his life depended on fie Pero 
formance-liis hands as they held the paper, 
every huscle, trernbling in a~com~anirnent tO  Iiis 
broken and discordant voice; 
' Tlie procession had now fifed into tlle square9 
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and took possession of tlie area reserved immediately 
about tlie gallows. Tlie first culprit was posted 
beneath, and the otl~er two were dismounted from 
tlie backs of the asses and made to sit upon the lmt 
step of the ladder. The liongman now carne to 
take possession of Lis victims. Getting 'upon the 
step next above tliern, he grasped tlie smaller and 
more guilty miscreant under tlie arms and re- 
treated upward, draggiiig liim after step by step, 
and pausing an instant behveen eacli, which wm 
marked by a vibration of tlie ladder. At length 
tlle bangrnan stood on the higliest step-his victim 
~~~ d i t t l e  lower. Tliey had been followed tlie 
*Iiole n;iy by a humble monk, in a loose garment 
of ~ekcloth, and girded witli a scoiirge. A long - 

gray benrd resten upon Iiis breast, whilst his falling 
- ~0~1-discovered a llal f-naked head, sllaven in imita- 

tion of the crown of tliorns worn by our Saviour in 
lis Passion. He seemed deeply anxious that tlie 
sinful man should not, go thus into the presence of 
Lis Maker. Lost to eiery other feeling tllan the . 

avful responsibilities of tlie moment, tlie tremulous 
emestness of Lis manner testified to tlie argrimenb 
and entreaties with which Le urged tlie siiiner to 
tePelltance. But the lieart of tlie murderer was 
 durate te to the ]as& and the erucifix was in vain 
Pressed to his iips to receive a parting salut?tion. 

n e  last mornent of bis life liad noirr, arrived! 
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The hangman took two of the cords which dangled

from the beam; and having once more convinced

himself that they were of equalIength, he opened

the nooses ami placed them about the neck of the

malefactor. . This done, he let himself down a sing-le

step, and seating himself firmly upon the shoulders

of his victim, he grasped him tightlyabout the neck

with his legs. He then drew powerfuIIy upon the

cords. The strangling malefactor made a con­

vulsive but ineffectual attempt to reach upward with

his pinioned arms, and then writhed his body to

escape from the torture. This moment was seized

upon by the hangman, who threw himself over the

edge of the ladder, when both fell downward to-

' g ether . T hey had nearlyyturnedj over, when the

ropes arrested tliei; fall; and as they tjght~ned, they

R1U struck aeross the face of the hangman and threw
liis hat aside among the crowd. But he elung

to his prey with a resolute grasp, reeovered his

seat, and moved upward and downward upon the

shoulders of the malefaetor. Nor was he left to his

own efforts: his assistants below reached tbe legs

of the victim, and drew them downward with aH
their might. .

When this liad continued a few minutes, the

hangman stood erect upon the shoulders of his vic­

tim, and attempted to climb up by the cords, aS he

probably had been wont to do ; but whether he ,llUd

t n
: ::

) Ul1T1:.,
Xi
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been stumied by the stroke of the ropes, or .had
grown heavier and less active since the last exeeu­
tion, his attempt proved abortive, and the loud cries
ofthe multitude, outraged at the brutalíty, restrained
Mm frorn a second effort. He then slid clown by
the body and legs of the .criminal, until his feet
rested ,upon the ground; and having tied a rope
about the ankles of the dead man, he \VaS drawn

aside, so as to make room for his eompanion,

Mcantime the remaining malefactor had con­
tinued at the foot of the ladder, singing with his
confessor a chant, which made a singular and fear­
ful accompaniment to the scene whieh was going
on bellind them. But his respite was a short OIle.

The impatient hands 01 the hangm~n '\~ere soon
upon him, lifting him step 1J~ step, as had íbéen
done with .his compan¡on. The dreadful uncer­
tainty 'whetlier lie were indeed to die se~med still
to cling' to him, and he strained his voice and
chanted louder than ever. Before the ropes were
put round him, he kissed the cross with a greedy
eagerness,and then uttered his creed with great
volubility, until, at the mention of the name of
" Christ," a jerk of the executioner broke at once
upon his chant and upon the delusive hope of par­
don. Hangman and malefactor went off as before,
an~ the latter was straightened and stretched like
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the blockened corse which hung stiff and motionless 

Tlie eonduct of tlle crowd was singularly solemn. 
As eacli victim plunged downward from the gallows, 
tliere was a tremulous murmur upon erery lip, eja- 
culating a short prayer for tlie peace of the guilty 
soul which \vas then entering upon eternity. TLe 
cloaks of al1 were uifolded; and théir l ip  moved 
in supplication, each crossed himself devoutly- 
first on tlie forehead, tlien over tlie face, and lastlg 
upon tlie breast These feelings, liowever, acre 

Iiis -disordered dress. He also reeovered his Lati 

pushed Óut a dint wliieli the rope had made in it; 
theii, taking a lialf-smoked cigarillo from under 
band, he struck a light and commenced smoking* 
1 even fancied, as he looked round upon his vicm 
tims, tliat the expression of l i s  face was not un- 
aUied to satisfactioii. Dreadful propensity of o" 
nature, which often leads us to exolt in the vilest 
deed, provided it be adroitly executed ! 

The erowd now began to disperse. Such as liad 
asses mounted them and rode atvay; o t h e ~  rolled 
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themselves in their cloaks and departed. Nor <lid 
I linger,, but moved off in a state of mind wliicli 
none need envy. 1 experienced a return of the 
same sickly feeling of disgust witli mankind and 
myself with wl~ich 1 bad once rose from tlie reading 
of Rousseau's Confessions. Surely there can be 

and to array man in enmity with his condition ! . 
I hurried a t  once from the spot, determined to 

aek some society wliich miglit rid me of my 
t h ~ g h t s  and reconcile me to my species. On 
turning to leave the square at tbe Calle Toledo, I 
p s e d  to take a last look at tlie now lifeless male- 
factors. The first executed had béen loosened 
from the post to which his feet were bound, and , 

bis body still continued to knock against and re- 
volve round that of his companion. Honrever 

Í 
closely agsocinted they miglit once have been in 1 

"me, tbey mere now more closely associated in ' 1  'i 

"tribution. It \vas now, too, that 1 remembered 
that the same Plriza and tlie some gallows had known i 

~ther  and verg different vietirns- tliat along tlis 
l 

( I  

verY street tbe purest and bravest of Spanish patrio& 

been drawn to execution on a hurdle; nay, it 
was more tlian likely tliat 1 liad seen tlie very exe- . 
~utioner ~ h o l d  rinden upon tlie sl~oiilders of Riego! 

1 
1 
1 
I 
I 
i 
! 
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Joumey to ~egovi~~.-Choi& of convejanee and Preptuations ( 1 1  . . for Depauturc-Galera-Manzanark and the Florida.- 
1 

,i i Galera Scenes.-The Venta of Guadarrarna-Passage of the 
i Mountains.-Segovia-The Aquduct.-The Cathedral and 
i 

--j Alcazar. 
i X 

I 

$,,+ LET u$ now turn to a more pleasing theme, the 
$ , . i  . 
! bustIe and incident of an excursion to the country. 

. 1  ,-----: -.- had been promising myself dunng tlie wlioIe "1 '  
. - winter to quit tbe city so soon as there were any 

3 t 
symptoms of spring, and to go on a visit to Segovk 
returning by Son Ildefonso and the Escurial. To- 

,:/- :: - -wards the middle of March, the trees of the Prado 
n i  
' : began to put forth shoots abundantly. One or two 

; ; $  
apricot Fees, sheltered by the palaCe of s vadee 

,j !' 

:\ 

1. x near the RecoIetos, showed here and there a scab 
tering -blossom, sent as a spy to peep out and see 

if winter had taken his departire ; and one wbo 
kept his ears open as 1 did miglit oceasiona1Iy bmr 
a solitary bird tryiog a note, as if to olear his throat 

e for -the overture in the garden of ,Re tiro. ~elieving 
that I .discovered the *symptoms 1 so anxiousl~ 
wished for, 1 deteimined to start immediatelp 

- Nor- was I 'diomed on tliis occasion t~ tmvel 
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witliout a companion. Fortune, in a happy moment, 
. 

provided one in the person of a young countryman, 
who had come to Spain in search of instruction. 
He was jLst from college, full of al1 the ardent 
feeling excitéd by classical pursuits, with healtll. 
unbroken, hope that was a stranger to dbappoint- 
ment, curiosity which .had never yet been fed to 
satiety. Th'en he bad sunny locks, a fresh com- 
plexion,. and a clear blue eye, al1 indications of a 
joyous temperarnent. We had been thrown almost 
alone together in a strange and unknown land ; our 
ages were not dissimilar ; and, tliough our previous 
oc~ui,tiofis fiad been more so, we were, neverthe- 
less, soon acquainted, first with each other, then 
with e d  ofier's views, and presently after we 

"peed to be companions on the journey. 
The ntixt-thing wasbto firid a eonveyance. This 

W ~ S  not so easy ; for in Spain diligeiices are only 
t h  , 

to be fouiid on the three principal roads leading ' 1  i; ' 
from Madrid to Bayonnq Seville, and Barcelona. 
Tl l i~  inconveniente is pnrtly owing to the little 
tmvelIing throughout tlie country, but prineipally 
to t l ~  great exposure of tlie diligentes to being + 

rohbed on the liighwny. Indeed, tliese vebicles, 
~tarting at  fixed Iioirs, and arriving at particular 

i 

standg at known periokiare tlience so ensily and 
frequent~y waylaid, tliat al1 qiiiet people mlio are 
"Ot " a hiirry-and there are maiiy sucli in Spain 
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-prefer a slower and less ckteritatious conveyanke. 
Hence the diligences are poody filled, and, in fact, 
are scareely patronized by any but foreigners and 
men of business, neither of whom constitute a nu- ' 

merous ' class. To avoid this double inconveni'ence 
to nerves and pocket, the travelling among the 
natives is chiefly performed in antique coaehes, 
such as Gil Blas and Serafina rode in when they 
went to Salamanca, in large covered wagons, called 
galeru8; or on mules that are constantly patrolling 
the country under the cliarge of an arriero. These 
al1 carry passengers, and the two last also.take pro- 
<duce and merchandize, performing, indeed, al1 the 
idterior transportation of the country. They travel 
a t  tlie rate of seven leagues of twenty-eight miles 
a day. HavingYaper force, decided for the galera, 
and-found one tliat was to start on tlie thirteentli of 
March, we agreed witli tlie master of it to carry uS 
to Segovia, which is fifty-six miles from Madrid, 
and to provide for al1 our wants while on the journey; 
for which services he was to receive seven peeqos 
~ ~ W O S  (or liard dollars), agreeably to p r e v i ~ ~ s  sti- 
pulation. 

Oiir other arrangements were few and soon com- 
pleted. One of them was to buy eacli an old watclif 
whether of tin or silver,'not for the usual purPse 
of learning tlie time, but to give away, in case we 
miglit meet with aiiy fellow-travellers oii tlle I~ig''~ 



way, who sliould intimata that such a present would 
be aeceptable. W e  did not so much make this . ' 

provision from pure generosity of heart, as because 
we wanted, in tlie fint place, to save our gold ones, 
and in tlie next to keep our Rbs whole; for people 
who make these modest appeals to your charity, 
when they meet a person of a certain figure, take 
it for granted tbat he has, a watcli, and if it be not 
at once forthcoming, tliink tliat lie has either con- 
cealed i t  or else left it at  home, both of which 
are misdemeanors for which travellers get severely 

-0n the night previoiis to our departure we re- 
turned home a t  a late hour, and before going to 
bed packed a iittle knapsack with sundry shirts and 
stoekings, not to forget a little Don Quixote, which 

- . - we-looked - upon as a talisman to take US safely 
through every adventure. The next morning we 
rase at an early hour, and put on our very worst 
clothes, so 8s not to make too splendid a figure in . 
the mountains. Then, having taken chocolate, we 
shouldered our cloaks and knapsack, and took leave 

- .  

kindly of our hosts. They continoid to pursue us 
with good wishes the wl~ole way down stairs, eom- 
mending us in rapid sueeession to al1 the saintsv 
At the street doar we turned to beckon a last fare- 



I 
I . ' 868- 
I A YEAR IN SPAIN. *: 

' I 

I T2ie clocks wire just tolling seven' as we reached / 
. . - the mesoll of our galera, and found .a crowd of idlers 

i 
, .ii assembled about the door to witness. its punchial 
* 
i .  departure. It was such a group ,as mal  be seen 
. i . any . night iri asainete. at  + the Teatro- del Principe. 

i Tllere were fat men nnd thin men, with sugar-loaf 
' t  
',; 

' caps and slouched hats, with .shoes and with san- 
. + dals, with gaiters and without them. -There were 
1 ,  

i ' 
none, however, without the capa pardu, or b r o ~  

*: 1 cloak. While thesk: worthies were indulging in 
their solemn wit, the &up was joined, by s young : :A 

i1 .$ girl of beautiful features, but wasted and squalid 
" r 

,.,j appearance. Her mantilla was tattered, and hung 
< >  1 
í 1 

, 3; 
ín pce less  folds about her heid and ,shoulders, ber 

> > 

1 gown faded and stained, and her dirty stockings in 
L. 1 strong contrast with tha care wliich Spanish womn 

usudly bestow upon their feet. . Enough, however, 
remained to show that wllen the glow of health w a  
yet fresh upon her cheek, when the artlesssmile of 

- innocence and the blush of conscious beauty still 
bearned expression upon that &ded face-ahe must 
have been more than lovelp. In a moment tlle 
girl W= completely a6 borne arnong these kindfed 
spidts, and the jokes and conversation were hearty 
and unrestrained. Having hahded her.snuff round 
to tlie bystanders, even to us who stood'apart in 
tlle door-way, she presently went off, opening and 
aliutting her fan witlt the swirnmiag grace of 8" 
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Andalusian. , She did not, however, go off alone, 
but was followed at a distance by a quick-stepping~ 
little man, witl whom certain signifiauit glances' 
had been exchanged, She bad come like a privateer 
among this convoy of hard characters, and had cut' 
out and sailed away with a prize. , 

The galera, or galley, as it was not improperly 
klled, had now been backed out into tlie street, 
when tha master and his man began to bring out 
mules, two at a time, and to string them in a row 
until there were eight of tham.' They were fa4 
saucy~looking beasts, with the hair shaved away 
every-wliere, except on the lags and the tip of the 
tail. As for the galera, it was neither more nor 
less than a huge wagon, or rather small house 
phced upon fonr mheels, of such solid construction 

- m  h .  as t o  seem built in defiance'of time. Tlie frame 
only was of wood, the sides being Iiung6with mata 
ofespa~to or straw, and the bottom, instead of being 
boarded, had an open net-work of ropes, upon which 
was gtowed the cargo. The passengers, and we 
happened to bethe only ones, were to accommodate 
themselves on the load, in sucb postures sa they 
might find convenient. The wliole was completely 
sheltered and rendered habitable by a canva pent- 
house, kept in place by several wooden hoops, tra- 
Versed by reeds, the openings at the fron t nnd back 
being closed at pleasure by curtains of esparto. The 
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8 wood and iron work of the galera were of their'ne- 
. [ 
i t r  

turd color, but the canvas roof wa8 painted so as to 
5 " .  

SI 
turn the rain, ivLilst on either side were large red 

, 4 letters; saying, f c  1' belóng to Manuel Garoia; re- 
T 

(4' . gular trader to Segovi+a;"-6~ Soy de Manuel Gar- 
i?. 

r y  cia, wdinario de Segouia? 
1 ' c .  

I I 

' S O  soon as the mules were put to,.Don Manuel 
' I :  loosened a big dog, who liad been on guard within, 

i 3 '  and w110, whenever we had come to get a peep at 
1 . /  

S ' >  
a , f  . our accommodations, had always jurnped to the end 

' í y,) - of his chain, and looked most fiercely. As soon as 
i*  . 

S l :> tlie cbain ánd collar fe11 to the bottom of the galera 
r$ . 
1 .. - - - - -  - he licked the Iiand of Lis master, then sprang at 

J - ,  once to the ground, pawing and snuffing, and fe11 
I 

I L to racing about the mules as though h e  had been 
i 

,? J 
1 ,  

mtd- W e  were now invited to crawl h. Don 
i 5 
I>,- - -  -Manuel followecl, faking a conspicuo~~ station at 

, :, 1' rr! 1 : 1 14 
+ tlie front, whilst the mate put lhnself between tlle 

, , 1: foremost pair of mules; with a hand at the hed-  
H, A! 

- sttill of cither. c c  Arre !'> said Don' Manuel, and 
we se t forward accordingly,, tlie big dog prancing 
proudly beside ns, now barking loudly at other 
dogs, and when met by a bigger than himself, 
placing himself upon . the defeisive, under coVer 
of the galera. Tliough the vibratory motion of 
t11e ropes at the bottom in a measure overcame 
the jor, we found oui veliiele ratlier uneasy uPon 

, tlie pavement ; bu t o n  pssing tha Poerte de Se- 

- 



govia; iti motion becime easier, and we rolled on- 
ward quietly. . . 

Our road lay for some distance along the bank x 
of tbe little itream .of ~ a ~ z a n a r e s ,  here furnisl~ed . 

with an occasional fountain; and planted with abund.. . 

ance of trees, under whose' shade is found one of 
tbe most agreeable promenades of the capital. It I II 
is known by the pleasing name of Florida. As from 
thence Madrid is seen with better effect than from ' . 9 

any otlier point, we abandoned the galera, and took ' . 

to our feet, the better to enjoy tlie spectacle. Nor j( j. 
could we fail to admire the commanding situation I 

of t h m ~ e r h a ~ ~ i n g  city, its noble pálace placed con- - i 

spicuously towards the Florida, and the numerous - , \  

$res emerging in every direction fiom out tliekmass, S I  

! 
tinged asjtliey then were witli the lustre of an early 

- --SU. The iriteriinable wheat-fields spread out on [: 
every side were now, too, beginning &o assume a 
wrdant appearance ; and the woody groves of the 
Casa del Campo, tbe chequered kitchen gardens 1 
which occupy the low banks of the 'Manzanares . 

and follow the meanderings of the stream, and the 
A 1 

many bridge8 wliich connected its opposite shores; 
broke agreeably upon the delighted éye, and 

combined tu make up a most attractive picture. - 
But the scene now bormwed its cliief charm from 

the pleasures of the season. Winter;as 1 said be- . 

fore, wras jiist resigning tlie dominion of nature to a ' 
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. , 
t 

, ii - . 
happier guidance. The trees were resoming their 

1 

:!, - verdure, and the birdh flying from the ardor lof a 
1 !! 
? ]., warmer clime,.were just returning to woo and to 

i. S [  
' : i .  caro1 in the {place of their nativity. - The inhabit- 
, i' ants s&med already sensible of the change. A few 
I ' I! 

, ' L  . parsons werb strollinp leisurely along at their early 
,,; li) 
, . promenade on the Florida, wliicli was further ami- 
I '  - 
1,'  mated by people sallying out on mules or horses to 

I'i : 
1 .; begin a+. journey ; with others more humbly seated 

, I j  . 
: , , i  * . upon .panniered asses, and haatening to market, or 

I .; 

, i~ i  
with women : descending to, t h e  fiver8 with each a 

. + i g  ' bundle of clothes upon Ler head. Others, who had 
, l . :  

_ _ - _  
N/ 

risen earlier, were already busy upon the bank, eacll 
- 

, L. npon herlknees, with her clothes tucked tightlyabout 
her, and kaeping time with her rapid hands to a wild . 
and half-sung voluntary, 

1 -  - - -  - - -  - m i s  valley of the Manzanarea fúrnishes the only 
t .  

r . 
rural attractions to be found anywhere near Madrid. 
Heme i t  is in summer the chosen resort of the whole 
population. Here on the afternoon of s feaseday 
entire families come out to taste the joys of the 

- country. Seating themselves in mrcles under tlle 
trees, they spread in the midst such provisions as 

they may have brought with them, and then make 
a joyous repast, with the earth for a table and the 
sky for a canopy. This over, they dance to the 

,music of the voice, the guitar, and the castanet, 
mingled with the rnurmun of the rusbing river; 
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and at a late bour each eeeks with a lighter heart . 
the shelter of his habitation. Whilst this is pasa- . 

ing upon the brink of the stream, the neighbouring 
road is thronged with horsemen and with the equi; 
pages of the wealthy*. ' 

At the extremity of the Florida we were met by 
a trooper coming at the top of his apeed ; his polished . 

=que and cuirass glittéring brilliantly in &e sun, 
and Kq sabre, the hair of his lielmet, and the mane 
and tail of bis' horse all streaming backward. This 
unusual speed announced the coming of somé distin- 
guished personage, which the soldier was hurry- 
ing-tómake known to a* piquet of cuirassiers, S& 

tioned .at the barriar, . that ' they ' rnight form b . 

readiness to pay the customary honors. Presently 
' 

afterwards we discovered, the cause of this coma 
-motion in the approach of a -gentleman, plainly 

h s e d  in a green surtout and cocked hat, followed 

* Calderon, in one of his oomedies, has @ven an animatd 
dmcnption of such a scene. 

'' Aqui bntan, alii bayian, 
Aqui prdan, alli gritan, 
Aqui rinen, alli juegan, . 
Meriendan aqui, aIli brindan; 
Pais tan hormoso y tan vario, 
Que para m la Florida 
Estacion de todo el orbe 
La mas bella, horrnosa y rica, 
Solo al rio falta el rio 
Mas ya es objeccion antigua." 

4 
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by two attendants, and mounted on a superb sorrel 
barb ricbly caphrisoned. It wns Don carlos, Jieir 
to the throne. W e  took off our Lab in passing 

. bim, as is. the custom, and he returned tbe eom- 
. pliment with a similar salutation, aceompnnied by 

one of liis most gliastly grius. 
On reaching n bridge over tlie Manzanares, the 

road turned away to tlie left in the direction of 
Segovia. We now took leave of tlie Florida, and 
the country opened before us, stretching upward in 
successive ranges of irregular hilb, wbich, thougli 
partially cultivated, were destitute of a single trece 

tlie season a t  the Prado and upon tlie banks of the 
Manzanares, i t  was evident that winter had still a 

-strong liold .upon tlie mountains, and that kolt.ever 
warmly the sun miglit now play upon oitr backs 
we moved onwards before him; ~e sLouId bave cold 
sngers ere we reaclied Segovia. 

Having reached the open eountry, our host of 
the galera invited us to enter. He then d r e ~  from 
a canvas bag which Iiung beside Iiirn certain loaves 
of fine white bread and links of Vique sauWeF9 
being the stores wliich he had Isid in for tlic 
voysge. The first tliing Don Manuel had done 
passing the barrier of the ciwtoms was to fill ;ritJ' 
wine liis bota, or leatlierii bottle, at one of tliosc 

. . 
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sliops wliicli are found just without all the barriers 
of Madrid, and wliere the wine, not liaving paid a 
duty of near one hundred per cent, is-sold for about 
lialf w h t  i t  costs witbin. He now took down tlie 
bota from where i t  Iiung, swinging to and'fro on 
one of the reeds at the top of tlie galera; tlien . 
leaving tlie mules to their own discretion, we al1 
drew round and commenced a hearty attack upon. 
our stores, siiting in a circle and oross-legged likc 
SO many Turks or tailors. Tliere was a novelty in 
tllis primitiva repast, which pleased us greatly, and 
of the bota we beeame completely enamoured. 

-e wine in Spain is everywhere tmnsported- 
and so also is oil-in skins that are covered on tlie 
hiry side with a eoat of piteli. - 1f tlie skin be- 
longed originally to agoat,  tlie liair, being of no 

- - *  d u e ,  is not removed. Wine is said to keep bet- 
ter in skins than in ~ k s ;  but the more probable 
reason wly  tliis kind of vessel is so universnlly 
used instead of barrels and bottles in Spain may 
be found in the scarcity of wood, and tlie great 
number of sheep and goats tliat every where cover 
tlle country. A skin requires vcry little prepara- 
tion to fit it for use. Jt is first tanned a little, then 
foated ntitli pitch, and turned iiiside out. Tlie liole 
by lvliich tlie original owner .was let out is now 
sened up ; so are tlie lep, wliich serve a s  liandles 



to carry the bota to and fro, witli the exceptioii of 
one, which is tied round with a string, and serves 
as a spout to .draw off the liquor. Another advan- 
tage of the bota, in a primitive country Hke this, 
is, thait it keeps its place upon the back of a muh 

' . and takes care.of itself much better than a barrel. 
The universal use of the bota is one of the 5rst 
things in Spain to excite the attention of a stranger; 
and Cervantes, who introduces .the most familiar 
scenes and objects into the life of bis Hidalgo, lla 
made one of his mist diverting adventiires to turn 
upon this peculiarity. TLe reader will readily re- 

- - -. member the adven ture of the giants. 
But to return to OUT little bota or buwach 

4cdrunkard," as it is otherwise called; though a 
mere chicken to tliose we have just been t aEng  

.... about, one can scarce conceive a more agreeable 
little travelling companion.. It was somewllat in 
tbe shape of a shot-bag, and held the coiivenient 
quantity of a gallon. 

After passing througl a country poorly cultivated 
and almost witliout population'ae arrived towmds 
dark at the small town of Guadnrrma, .situated in 
a mountain valley at the foot of tlie liighest 
.of the chain. The galera w& driven iiito the 101% 
~ourt-yard of the principal verih , Jumping to tlic 
ground we stretclied oiir lep, i>nd were usliered M 



into the kitchen, which, in a Spanish cobntry inn, 
* 

is the common place of congregation. We were at 
once welcomed to the stone seats, covered with mats, 
which .projected fiom the wall beside, or rather 
within, the immensa fire-place., In the. chimney 
was a stone shelf, removed a few feet from the * 

fire, which contained lnrge splinters of pine wood. 
These- blazed upward cheerily, sending forth a glare. 
of light - which iUuminated the chimney and the 
nearer portiona of the kitchen,. and slione full upon 
the faces of the whole party. 

The principal figure in tlia group was the ven- 
terwwho occupied .the place of honor in tlie chim- 
ney-eorner. He was a hearty-looking little mun, 

a n d  his figure, witli the ~ leanly  well-ordered dis- 
position of tlie kitchen, gave favorable anticipa- 

- . -- tions ,of ourlfar'e. He was sliort and fat ; notwitli- 
~tanding his rotundity, he had a well-turned little leg 
that would have done no dishonor to a more distin- ! 
guished personage. ' He wore, over sundry inner 
garments, an outer jacket of black slieep-&in, wliich 
did not quite mcet in front, but was fastened by 
chain clasps of silver; his. breeclies were of velvet ; 
wbilst his.ful1 and jocund face was sttrrnounted by . 
a narrow-rimmed, su,p-loaf hat of oil-cloth,. de- 
eorated with a flaming royalisb cockade-the badge 
0f hi8 political belief. The  ventera u?& a busy, 
stirring .womm, content in d l  things to execote 
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tlic orders of l e r  lord. A9 for tiieir dmiglltcr slio . ( (  

\\xite<I upon us, slie wns 1 ~ 1 1  made and quick 
I I moviiig-n Bloorish beouty, in slort, mliose blnck 

l cyes could not be gazed upon witti indiffercnce. 1 
b . . The most singular of tlie group, Iiowever, uas a 

sort of esquire to tlie ventero, tvho did not seem to 
Iiave any precise 06ce in tlie liouse, but to whose 
sliare fe11 sundry little indefinite ares, suel; nq 
airrying tlie pylsports of twellers to be signed bg 
the police, aiid holding the mndle. He wus a tliin, 

t * ,  , meager, little old mnn, who nevertlieless seemcd 
quite os lappy in bis lennness as tlie ventero in bis 

1 ' 
. --- -. rotundity., It ivw indeed an amusing sight to see 

the little man serited beside Lis master, with 0 1 1 ~  

srm over his tliigli, ond.1ooking up to liim from 
loiver seat as toa superior beiug, evidently seekin~ 

I 
I 

- 1  .- - e  - - -  to ~ t c h  the first expression of his tvill, by uatcliing 
$ 4  

" " 
9 ,  

, , tlie morement of his lazy eye. 
I Tiie society of &e kitchen tras soon after nlig- 

mented by otlier orrivnls. Tlie new-comers, after 
nllotving sufficient time to elnpse to sliow* t l i e ~  
m r e  not so undignified as to be in 8 hurry, czdle(l 
for their suppers of soup and bacon. Wlien nskd 
by tlie ventera if tliey brouglit rlleir onn breaif, 
eneh answered, Iés, ond went to Lis aut or gnlcm 
for n lo&, wliich Le commenced cuttiilg into a lariF 
basin, ready for tbe soup to be turned in upon it* 

Tlien mlieti al1 Was ready, nnd eacli \vas nbout t* 
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sit clown to Lis .portion, he would 0 1 1  out so as to 
be heard by every one, Gentlemen ! who wislics 
to sup with me?-$6 S&res! quien quime wnar 
mnmip?" Being ansivered by general tlianks for 
Lis invitation, usually expressed in &e words, Que 
Ze liajip d udled huen provecIwP'--6' May it do you 
g ~ o d  servicel" he would then fa11 ta toanfully, as 
if determined to realize tlie good wislies of the 
mmpan y. 

\I7ith al1 tbe remnants of ancient observantes 
md abuses whicli remain in Spaio, tliere has also 
been preserved n fund. of that old-faehioned pun* 
tilio, wliich Lwing been banished from tlie higher 
elsses, wlio have adopted the Frencli manners, 3s 
still observed by tlie mas9 of the nation. Tlie fiist 
time you enter a house you are told by the master 

- that it ig pu*, to do witli it mliatever you may 
please; nor will a Spaniard ever so much as take a 
glass of water in your presente witliout 5rst having 
offered it to you. TLough tliere may be sometbng 
irkmme in tliis overstmined politeness, yet it gives, 
QPon the  lol le, a courteous turn to the mannen of 
a people *. 

As for the master of onr galley, he had been 
amosted almost immedintely onentering tlie venta 



by its well-fid Lost, to know wlíat tlie gentleman 
would sup uy on. '& Lo que haya."-66 Whatever 
tliere mny be," wns' tlie answer. Pues, sn'tor," 
soid the ventero, iuy de toda.n-cc \Vell, sir, there 
is sometbing of every tling;" and tlen be b e p  
enumemting n long list of Zicbres, pmdixes, gallinas, 

jamon, y-tocino (hares, partridges, pullets, Lam nnd 
bacon). Poor Don Manuel was embarrassed by 
the superfluity, and seemed to hcsitate between tile 
fear of not equalling our expectations and tlie o p  
posite dread of paying away too much money. The 

. moment mas a critica1 one, and we watcted fie 
countenahce of our master with interest; for we 

\ had been n good deal shaken doring the day's 
journey, -and had &en nothing but bread nnd 
sausage. Finally he put liis foot d o m  with an Gr - Y - < - "  - 
of resolution, ond oiilered bacon ond eggs, to be 
followed by a stewed hare and a dessert of 01ires~ 
Upon this tLe ventero, who was still seated in tbe 
comer, put his hands upon Iii thigh and then 
thew Lis body f o m r d  so as to rjse -&h ease and 
dignity. Wlien fairly up be went a comer 
where there were some b e s  Iianging bitheir hind 
feef with ears and tail eoeked as if they were 
bounding it over tlie l ea  LiMe John-for SUCI~ 
was tlie name of the vektero'8 uncle and e s q & p  

'&tended punctually witb n splinter of burning pine 
~ K c h  he had taken fiom the climney, and afier 
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sliort consuhtion, a fine hare was selected. Que 
gordo !"-~6 How fnt lw said tle ventero. 'c Que 
p&!" echoed little John. They then brouglit it 
over to me ; 1 felt its ribs, and exclaimed, Cc Que 

We spent another half hour most weeably in 
listening to tlie conversation.of the varied assembly; 
Nor were we slightly interested in wntcbing tlie 
process of depriving tlie hare of Iiis skin, whicb 
Don Manuel at once took possession of, and stowed 
amy in tlie @era. Tlje hare was then torn piece- 
meal nnd put into a puchero, with plenty of pepper, 

-&lf and ~a&on,  and sundry morsels of garlic and 
- tomata. AIl t h  was interesting to us, and w h e ~  

tbe dark-eyed daugliter of tlie ventero lifted tlie lid 
and put a wooden spoon in to -te tlie viand, it 
became ~ t i U  more so. But tLis was notliing to tbe 
moment mhen the contents were emptied, great and 
small, into a large eartben dish; sending iip a steam 
t h t  filled the whole kitchen with d e  most graieful 
fragrance. Those who were busy with their humble 
soup were too proud to Iook' after the heavy- 
laden dish as it sailed away into another apartment, 
leaving a track like a steamer's, only far more m-. 
voury. Wben, Iiowever, tiie daughter carne to 
announce supper, we gave di who pleased a chance 
f~ partake; for Don Manuel issued a loud and ge- 
neral invitation, by ~ y i n g ,  5'eñures! o e n g ~  

B B  2 



ustedes 6 'cenar con nosotros!"-44 Gefitlemen ! come 
and sup yith us !"- 

We. followed our supper into the room swhere 
myfriend and 1. were to sleep, and there found it 
crowded upon a small square table. Don Manuel 
and bis manremained upon their-feet until we were 
seated, nor would they put their spoons into the 
dish to lielp themselves until we liad first done so. 
It w& rather to our situation of guests and strangers 
thet we owed this courtesy than to any feeling of 
inferiority on the part of our hosts. A Spaniard, 
t h g h  only an arriero, owns himself inferior to no . 

man.. n o n  Manuel, when he went to the galera 
to leave $he skin of 'the hare, returned with a 
loaf of bread and our little bota; he had likewise 
loosened tlie dog from liis post tbat lie might par- 

-"-  take-of our suppei. ' W e  had scarce taken our sb-  
tions round the table before the animal posted him- 
self beneatli, w h ~  he was well attended to by tlle 
whole party. He seemed to rinderstand perfectI~ 
the relation between ui and bis master, for he took 
our bones and received our careases, and w* alto- 
gither on tolerable terms with us throughout the 
journey; but when we met him afterwards in tlle 
street at. Segovia,. he took no notice of our wtistle* 
Having ate of the eggs, the stew, and the bacon> 
and found al1 excellent, we amused ~ursélves awhile 
witli the olives and in eirculating the borracllo* 

- -- - 
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Presently after our companions m asked if we should 
take chocolate in tlie morning. We answered, 
ct Con mucho gusto," They tlien retired, saying, 

Que ustedes descansen !"-cC May you rest well!" 
The wreck of the supper likewise disappeared, and 
we were left in. quiet possession of our chaiber. 

+ Tlie next morning, before tlie dawn of day, we 

were suddenly awakened by the glare of a lamp 
.streaming full in our faces. We sliould perhaps 
have been vexed at  the unseasonable ipterruption, 
had we not diicovered, on bri'nging our eyes lo  a 
focus, that the bearer of tlie lamp was no other than 

- - h r  little Morisca, who was bringing us the cho- 
colate. Having swalloa~ed it and put on our clothes, 
we said <C Adios!" to iiich of our hosts as were 
stirring, then nestled ourselves close together upon 

- - .-- bunch-of mats at tlie bottom of ihe galera, whicli 
presently after rolled out of the court-yard, and 
commenced slowly its winding coiirse up the side 

- of the mountain. 
Tlle morning was a cool one, sucli as we might 

have expected to find in this elevated region and 
in the neighbourhood of snow. Hence we were 
happy when the sun rose to abandon the galera 
and walk. There was something inspiring in this 
.generous exercise, and in inhaling the unbreáthed 
sir of the mountain ; so thut when we. had reaclied 
-the top of the pass where New and Old Castile are 
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'divided, we were .both' in full glow and in a high 
.state of excitement. Then had tkere been any fine 
scenjry witliin our reac11, we were prepared to re- 

I I  'lish it. But neither . . of us was called upon to be 
'sentimental either in feeling or expression. There 
were, indeed, a few young pines shooting up abont 

. o u ~ ~ v d d ,  which wail seen winding up tlie mountain, 
t 

witli many a turn, from tlie little village of Gua- 
- darrama;. . Here and tbere, along the declivity, were 
oceasional ponds of stagnant watei, now source* of 
disease¶ though ónly d i n g  tlie aid of man to fur- 
nish the, mea& of feitility. Oper the extensive 

'. plains of New b as ti le, toward the south-east, rnigllt 
be seen some fields miltivated, tliough unenclosed; 
but there were more that hsd been abandoned, and 
the face of tlie country was unclieered bp tlie pre- 

- sence of either tree or strearn, Tlie view on the 
side of Old Castile was still more desolate and 
dreary; for whilst the sun shone full and briglitly 
upon the Rval provinee, tbe broad shadows of tlle 
mohntains of Guadarrama covered al1 that lay wesb 

i :1 ward with obscurity. . , i ' I  .:b 
1;; nufing our winding descent along the side of . 
,:1; the mountain, we met several grobps of country- ,N men coming with loaded mules and ases  from 
K1 
PS various parts of Old Castile, and toiling slowly U P  
il) the acclivity. Their costume, though very singu- 

lar, w a ~  not inelegant. They wore breeches, leg- 
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gings, gnd a peaked montera cap of brown cloth ; ! 
but instead of a cloak, they had an outside jacket, 
o r  ratlier cuirass of tanned sheepkin, strapped 
closely around tlie body witli a wide girdle of .lea- ?/: 

l., * 
tlier, having in front a large iron buckle. This 
girdle served likewise 'as a belt to sustsin. a long 
flexible cartouch-box, whicli nearly surrounded the 
back; for each liad a loaded musket ' or fowling- 
piece hanging ready at  the side -of his mule.' Some 
of these people liad a dress very like the old Dutc11 
'costume. 1t consisted of a broad hat with a ~ O W  

crown, a jacket and waistcoat without collars, leav- 
.---iñg the neck perfectly bare, and immense trunk 

- hose, of the same dark-colored cloth with the rest, 
which Lung like 'a sack about the thighs. The 

' lower part of this ~ i n ~ u l a r  gaiment formeda leg- 
- . -  -=gingrwhich:was wrapped tightly about the calf, 

and confined witli many turns of a green garter. 
At the bottom it terminated in a gaiter, wliich fe11 
loosely over the slioe. Some of these men wore 
ample great coats, likewise without collars, and not . 

unlike what ore assbed ,  in páintings and upon the f : 

stage, to the inhabitants of Hungary; but a jerkin j 

cuirass of Ieather strapped tiglitly about the loins 
was more common. Don Manuel told us t11at these 
people come frorn the neighbourhood of Astorga, 
in'the bingdom of Leon. In dress and in physio- 
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gnohiy, . they bad less the appearánce of Spaniarils 
than of ,Germans or Dutchmen, 
. . Towards three in thé afternoon, we entered that 
.fnmous old city' of Segovki,. of ahich the eurious 
kmy find mention, under the very same name, in 
the. Natural History of. Pliriy. Nor has Segoviii 
bfailed to make a distinguished figure in modern 
-times ; for it' was a long while the principal manu- 
*facturing city bf the whole Peninsula. At t l~e  be- 
ginnihg of the seventeenth century, we learn from 
.Townshend, that there . were in Segovia thirty-four 
.thousand persons employed exclusively in the m* 
nufacture .of cloth ; but now the wbole population 
of the city does not exceed ten thousand As a 
compensatibn fur tliis decline, the number of con- 
vents has increased to twenty-one, and tliere are 

- now -twenty-six churches. Industry has fled- the 
clergy remain and multiply. In  tlie open conntry 
between Madrid and Segovia, foi one inhabited ' 

' house. that we . carne. to, there were certainly two 
in ruins; indeed, it seemed as thougli we were 
passing through. a depopulated territory. Many 
of these houses, we wera told, had been destroyed 
in tLe war of independence; but it is likel~, tliat 
in more instanEes; the inseeurity of living isolated 
lias led to tlieir abanilonment. As the villages i* . 

this +part of Spain are separated by very iong 
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térvais, it &n&kllp follow& .thot' lie 'who abandons 
his house to seekseeurity in tlie society of his fellow 
men, must likewise give up the cultivation of hia . I/\< I 

field. Hence result a diminished production and - j l  , 11 
declining populatión ; and hence, too, the painful . - i !I 
sight of wasted lands and ruined habitations. 

On arriving. in Segovia, we took leave of tlie ,!! I 
galera, the mules, tlie dog, and Don: Manuel, who I /!I I 

promised to visit us a t  our posada. We were con- ' i [ 
1 1  i 

ducted to the- Plaza Mayor by a lad who carried j 1 1  

our' knapsack, and were soon after installed. in s 
/ / '  
'ti 

narrow- room, whose balcony overlooked tlle great 
aquark oT-Segovia, now no longer the scene of stir . 1 , 

and turmoil. Having taken a greasy dinner, we '1 
$1  

wandered forth to look at the famous aqueduct of 
Segovia. < <  So marvellous a work," says Father i 

- Mari-<< t k t  the vulgar still believe it to have 
1 

\ * 

been wrought by the devil." 
i 

Tliis aqueduct is siipposed to have been built by 
1 i , 

the Romans in the reign of the Emperor Vespasian. 
Its object was to convey the water brought from a '4  1 
great distanée, over a steep ravine seven hundred 1 , 
feet wide, and more than ninety deep, which divided 1 

one portion of the city from tlie otlier. . T o  effect 
this, two rangei ~f arkhes were t h w n  across, one L 

above another. The . upp& one is on a leve1 with I 
the high land on either side, and Las one hundred 1 

abd fifty-nine arches. Though tlie m jddle part of 
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, '  ? S  the' aqiieduct í s  ninety-four feet from tlie ' ground, 
I 

yet the bises of the abutments are not more than 
eight feet wide-a fact which is the best comment 

1 

upon the beauty, lightness, and perfection of the 
structure. Indeed, it is even admitted that, though 
inferior in extent and magnificence to the Pont di1 

! .  Gard, the aqUeduct of Segovia is yet'tlie greater 
wondkr. The stones used in the construction' of 
this aqueduct are al1 of equd size, about two feet 
square, and are put togethér without any cernent, 

I 
1 

I depeñding solely upon each otlier to be maintained 

A- 

in their places. A very few have fallen, 'out the 
I --- action of the weatl~er bas worn sway the edges of 

- al1 ofthem, unti1 tbey now appear nearly round. 
Leaving the aqueduct, we went next to the ea- 

tliedral-an immense pile in a finislied and c m -  
-- . *--  -- - - ." 

1, .l 
-plete state. I t  is a fine, though not a first-rate, 

f specimen of Gothic arehitecture. From the cathe- . 
V .  dral-we' passed on to the Alcazar, or old fortified 

. . palace of the Moorish governors of Segovia. When 
L .  

, . the Moors conquered Spain, they erected castellated 
I I  

bJ ~ 

i'lí + 
paláces, which they called Alcazars, in every ia- 

%8 L 

3: portani city. This was the origin of the Alcazar 
'tii 
11 

of Segovia. I t  stands west of the city, on the e*- 
j?l 
fj tremity of a rocky peninsuja, w11ioh is separated 
+?S from the surrounding country by the deep bed of 
sf 

the rivei Ereserna'on one sicje, and on the other by 
that abrupt nivine which intersects the city, and to 
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wliich we are indebted for tlie wonderful aqueduct. 
Thus the Alcazar is surrounded on these sides by 
perpendicular precipices. A deep trench, cut across 
tlie rocky platform, separates i t  from tlie city on the 
third, and renders i t  completely insular. The for- 
tification consists of a huge square tower, surrounded 
by high walls, which stand upon the edges of the 
precipice, and are flanked with circular buttresses, 
having conical roofs in the Gothic style. The arches 
of the interior are circular, and very massive. 

The Alcazar of SegoVAa, .,., auu,, ,,,, 
strong hold of kings,,lias served in later 
a prison for Barbary corsairs, taken along 

times a 
the coas 
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of Spain. Thus: it may. well have- clianced that 
a descendatit of; tlie very prince who reared this 
goodly Alcazar to be tle .pride of Iiis. house, has 
returned,. in the condition of a slave, to dweIl in 

. the palace .of Lis .ancestors. Tlie old tower, too, 
which rises in the rnidst, was long the .mysteRous 
abode of state prisoners, . wlietlier convicted or only 
pccused of high treason. The reader will relidily 
remember that Gil Blas, by an irlcsome residence 

1 

in thk very Tower of Segovia, was . made to pay 
I, the penalty of having basked awliile in ministerial 

1 sunshine. 
__- -- - 

e -. In  the present day the Alcazar is devoted to 
I 

more dignified use. A number of noble youtlis are 
here educated with a view to beeoming officers of 
enginery and artillery. Among the branehes taught 

I 
F- - -  Y _ are mathematics, drawing, the Frencti and EngIisL 

) ,  . '  languages, and arms. Having a letter to a young 
Swiss, who was one of tlie cadets, we were readily 
admitted at tlie outer gate, and conducted across 
the drawbridge, through several winding ap@oaches, 

l into the court-yard behind tlie tower. We 
, 

4,: 

,y 
much pleased with the cleanly and well-ordered 

' (. 
; ' /S 

arrangement of the sleeping-rooms, refectory, and 
9%: hospitals; but what most delighted us was the 8; - 
.p appearance . of the lads, al1 of them kddy and 
'4 > S  healthful. We thought we had never seen such a 

collection of good looks. Nor was it a little curious 

. - 
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to see these generous youths, wllose dress, man- 
ners, and pursuits belonged entirely to the nine- 
teenth oentury, moving about among the walls and. 
arehes of other times, learning tlie art of taking 
citadels witliin the battlements of one, which, 
though once impregnable, would now searce offer, 
a day's resistance, or d d n g  men and horses in 

. the very mosque of tlie Alcazar, wliose hollow 
ceiling is stiU 1oaded.with a profusion of minute and 
mchly gilded ornaments, interlarded with rnaxima 
from tlie Koran, al1 the work of a people who were 
tauglit to abhor every imitation of animate things as 
, idolatrous and abominable. 

We have tlius in Segovia monuments reared by 
bree widely different people wlio have ruled in 

' 
turn over the Spanish Peninsula; by Romans from 

m - + -  
- Ihly ; - by Goths from the frosty coasts of Scandi- 
navia; or by the followers of Mahomet from the 
patriarclial regions of Arabia. 

The Moorisli part of the Alcazar may be esteemed 
rather a favorable specimen of the Arabesque, since 
its arches are circular instead of elliptical, and it is 
b d t  with more than usual solidity. I t  is between 
the Gothic and the Grecian, destitute of the gran- 
d e ~  of the ona and the beauty of tlie other. As 
for the ~ o t h i c  style, as we see i t  exhibited in the 
atlledral, no one can deny the grandeur of its con- 
ception nor the hardihood of its execution. Gotliic 



arciiitectiire seems admirably adapted,to the uses of 
religion. Ite grindeur and obscuri ty inspire - the 
mind with a feeling of awe and solemnity. But we 

. turn with pleasure from the gloom of tlie Gothic to 
&e simple elegance of the Grecian, from the ca- 
thedral of Segovia to the aqueduct. Here we see 
strength, durability, and convenienee, cornbined 
with symmetry and beauty-here, the more we 
scrutinize the more we admire. 

i 

. " 
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CHAPTER X. / 1 

' f 
OLD AND NEW CASTILE. 1 

La Granja,-Pedro.-Perplexities in the MountainslThe . 
Summit of the Pass.-Pedro's Anxiety.-Guadmama.- 

1 1  
Escorial.-Return to Madrid. .& . 

.-. . / j 
AT an earl y hour in the morning after mr-&val I ! 

at Segoiria, we left that city in s calesin for 
- 

/ [ 
Granja, which is also known by the name' of its 1 / 
patron saint, San Ildefonso. Our vehicle wns con- 

-d~cted -by a lialf-witted fellow, who had just sensé 
enough to hold his horse by t l e  head, and xun be- 

1 
side him, like one possessed, the whole seven miles 
of oor journey. Towards ei@t 'o'clock we Ame in 

. . . .  .sight of the roya1 palace, and found its first appear- 
ance very imposing. When we approached nearer, 7 

8 
liowever, it did not justify . the opinion we had 4 

formed at a distance ; for tlie front is irregular and 
destitute of al1 beauty. Tlie same may not be said 
of the facade towards the garden, which is symme- , 
hical and elegant. The fountains of La Granja 
form, however, its chief attraction, and render it i 
one of the most interesting places in the world. 1 

B 
They are very numerouq and are concentrated into U 

a much smaller compass than at Versailles, so that 
a *n playing one may catch sight of nearly al1 of l 
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them at the same time. Tlie finest view in tlie 
garden is at the angle, ealled Plaza de 1;s Ocho- 
calles, where commence eight avennes of trees, 
each of which has at its extremity a fine fountain 
surrouoded by itatues. .Even as we saw it, tlie- 
siglit was indeed beautiful, and we regretted greatly 
that we rould not witness the'playing of tbi ,miters. 
There are very many bell' executed statues in 
rnaible plaeed in groups or singly alorig the public 
walks ; but the figures connected with the foun tains 

I .  are ckiefly of lead; bronzed over. .- 

- 
.The palace and garden of La Granja weie erected 

,- by. Philip' V., who wished to have with hirn in Spain 
- 

something which might remind 'him of his birth- 
place *TTersailles, .and at the same time furnish a 
slielter .against the btirniiig heats of a Castilinn 

- - summer. To accomplisl~ this purpose, he fixed upon 
La Granja, which, bei@ sit~iated on tlie no&- 
western declivity of tlie rnotiptains Of Gixadarrama, 

i 

k o n l ~  shone upon by. the. sun during a part of tlle 
dap, ..and. tlien . with rays tbat are in a measme 
powerless. Hence the seasons are here so fS re- 

tarded, that . tbe ; 'spring fruits d~ d ripen iintil 
~1 midsummer. : The site of La Granjawas at firstno 
y; . - 
R more thañ' a bed of rocks, tlrown together in irre- 
p gular rmasses,. with scarce soil eiiough .ine the inter- , 

4 
ii vals to  suppo~t a seattered growth of ~ ines .  It w@ 

first necessary to soften the asperities of thegro~ln~?  



anil to bring soil from the plain below. ' A lake 
was tlien forrned on a platform at the top of t he  

' 

garden, and here al1 the torrents produced by the 
' 

melting pf be snow and by rains were collected 
I 

,with much art and labor to feed the fountains. Tliis 
done, forest treeg were planted, in every direction, 
with canals of water running to tlie roots of eacli. 

' 4But the result is said to show the vanity of art, 
when it attempts to rerider itself independent of. 
hat~ire; for the trees, seeking to push their roots . 
into the earth, and meeting obstacles, are not found 
to flourish. Such m we see it, however, La Granja 

, -;S-a country residence worthy in aU things. of a 
great king. This the reader will more easily con- 
ceive, when he learns that the improvements cost 
forty-five millions of dollars, according to Bourgo- 
anne, tlie exact sum which Philip V. left Spain in- 

- debted at tha time of his death. The court pases . 
the hot season ia La Granja; duripg the rest of the 
year it is a-complete desert. . 

Having seen every thing of note connected witli 
the pnlace and garden, we returned tÓ the posada. 
We now sat down to a rude and simple meal, which 
the  keen air and exercise of the morning rendered 
most acceptable. Nor wera we less ple'ased with 
the young girl who served us. SLe might already 
Lave seen fourteen summers, and was perhapa now 
entering upon her fifteenth, with new and unknown 

VOL. 1, C C 
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sensibilities. She had been, as she told us, a week 
in La Granja-caught and brought in wild from 

. , some village in the mountains. Slie was Iiearty, 
r 
i ' well rnade, and active, and unbroken by sicltness, 

indulgente, or disease; indeed, as her eyes glanced 
rapidly from one object to another, 1 tbougllt 1 had 
never seen so .quch animatión and vivacity. There 

1 was a simplicity about her, too, that was more than 
J 

amusing. Our dresu, Ianguage, and appearance, . 
1 

S were different from what she had been accustomed 

1, 
to among the rude boors of the mountains, so tliat 
we came upon Iier like beings of a better order. 

r( 

--- -- - Slie asked us whence we had come, and wliere our 
house was. c5 In  America," was the answer. L6 1s it 
towards Madrid?"-6cBsta por el lado de Madrid?' 

- said she, naming the most wonderful place she liad 

t ,  ,, -"_ _ - * _ ?  ever heard of. Willing to avoid a lecture on geo- 
i 8 * ' i '  . gral;by, 1 answered,.cc Cerquita" (thereabout) . Slie 
1, ' then scrutinized OUT -persons thoroughly, turma 

out hats roiind in her Iiands, and stroked my c m -  
panion on the back, saying, QqepUfio tonjino!" 

I (wliat fine cloth !) 

ií When our meal was over we endeavoured to fina 
,S' a guide to conduct us to the Carthusian convent of 
i 2 Paular, situated among the erests of the neighbour- i !$ ing mountains; but the direct passes had seven or 
F 

. '4 eight feet of snow, arid bad not been traversed for 
1 several weeks, so that the eonvent conld be reaclled 
I 
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only by making a circuit of near tliirty miles. W e  
would willingly have staid awhile a t  La Granja to 
witness the playing of the waters, wllich was to take . . 

place in a few days in honor of some saint, and espe- 
cially to study the character of our inountain beauty ; 

I but me were already getting tired of Old Castile and 

I its inhabitants, a t  least of its innkeepers and liorse- 
l . drivers. The people of tliis province have. a liigli 

character in Spain for honorable conduct, and for 
being above either trick or treacliery. Tliey have 
an expression whicli shows wliat a good opinion tliey 
have of themselves; for, when speaking of an un- ! $  

_--- 3 

w o ~ l i y  man or a dislionorable action, t t ey  say, i: 
, .- cc No S ~ O J  todos Castellanos Viejosu-" W e  are * - 4 : 

not al1 old Castilians ;" a favorite exclamation of - . i  1 : 
my liost Don Valentin, who, as I said before, was 

-. - a -native of La Rioja. W e  found, however, tliat 
tliere is no reducing a whole people to any fixed 
standard. As exceptions to this general cliaracter 

. for lionesty, slirewdness, and sobriety, attributed to 
tlie people of Old Castile, we found in our liost at 
Segovia a regular rogua : tlie muleteer w2io brought 
us to La  Granja was more than half a fool; and 
'as for our posadero at tlie latter place, he was so 
tliorougli-going a sot that we found him as druik as 
a loon at nine in tlie morning. 

W e  now agreed with an arriero, who had come 
with two miserable little mules loaded with barley, 

c c 2  



__. " _  -- -- - -- - - -  - -- . 

I 

- l 

n '  , 
l 

I 

388 A YEAR IN SPAIN. 

to take us to the Escorial. Re was not'like eitlier 
of tlie three cliaracters just described; but just such 
a well-meanhg dull-witted boor as may de fouiid 
i n  any country. Tliougli Pedro would be esteemed 
R very singular-looking mortal thsewhere, yet if 
one were to draw bis portrait, i t  would serve for 
nine in ten of Lis Castilian countrymen. Pedro's 
face was long, with long Jegs and body. His frame 
was sinewy, and gau~it, h d  bony; so tollow, ina 
deed, was he, both on the back and belly, that he 
had scarce more waist a than a spider. Over liis ' 

hatchet face he wore a pointed montera cap, next 
-carne a waistcoat and jacket without collars, and 
tlien a pair of primitive breecbes, whicli were se- 
cured in front by a single iron button, and liung 
dangling fxom the liips. His leggings, wbich served 
likewise as stockings, were neither more nor less 
than tatters of old cloth, wound round the leg aud 
foot ; and instead of shoes, he wore a sandal of raw 
cow-hide, drawn up round the foot, and bound to it 
with a thong. ' As for Pedro's old cloak, of the sane 
dingy brown with the rest of bis apparel, i t  was now 
thrown ov.er the :back of one of bis little machos, 
which were already drawn out in front of b e  posada. 

t S Having stowed our knapsack in one side of his al- . 

~fi forjas or cloth saddle-bags, we placed a loaf of bread 
' 'Y and a bottleof wine to make weight in t11e otiier; 

tlieb taking leave of the erowd which had gathered 
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roúnd to witness our departure, we set out on.foot 
from La Granja. 

Before commenciug our journey, some roguish 
fellow, or it may be some mere busy- body, had per- . 

I 
suaded our simple 'arriero that the direct road to 
the Escorial, wliich. had been shut up al1 wiriter by 
the snow, was now open. As a league or two would 
be cut off by taking this route, Pedro guided his 
mules at  once into it when we left La Granja. 
Our road soon began to ascend the mountain, which 
was covered with ~ine-trees and waterid by many 

,/ 
- --rivulets. We occasiond$ met with a woodman ' 

returning, like the oId man in the F o r b  Thieves, 
with a loaded ass, and an axe on his shodder. None 
of them knew whether the pass were yet open. 'C If 
it'were not already," they said, cc it soon would be ;" 

? - = - - - - 
so we-con6nued upward. WLen within a league 
of the top, we saw k ill-looking old fellow, with 
huge black mustaehes, and a mGket on his shoulder, 
who carne out of the woo& to meet us. ~ e ' h a d  
red cuEs to Lis jacket, and a red cockade, which 
showed that he was one of the king's forestks and 
a royalist volunteer. . The man looked at 'u9 witl~ 
astonisliment, aid asked where we were . going by 
that road. W e  told him to'tlie Escorial. . He then 
gave us to understand that the people were yet 

busy in opening the pass,'and that none but foot 
passengeni had yct crossed the hountain. ' Pedro 



rvould now linve retrnced Lis steps to La Granja, 
in order to gah the rolid w11ich crosses tLe moun- 
b i n  further south, and wliicll we had followed the 
iloy before in the galera. But as tLere is nothing 
so irksome as to turn one's back upon nriy under- 
takiiig, we deterrnined to keep on and braveeevery 
incoiivenience. If the mules were unoble to cross, 
we could leave them and Pedro in the snow to- 
getlier, &en mnke &e best of our m y  on foot, 
trustirig to our own sagacity. 

In addition to &e probability of beiiig arrested 
by the snow, we liad befori us the possibility of 
meeting'with another obstocle; for there is no part 
of Spniu more infested by highwaymen tlion this 
cliain of Guadarrama. The numerous roads by 
whicli it is crossed, rind the ntimbers of travellers 
wvho are constantly passing between Madrid and 
Fr;ince, Por tugol, and tlie intervening cotintries, 
hold out a powerful attroction to &e freebooterh 
wliilst the ravines nnd gorges of tlie mountains fur- 
nish the means of concenlment. This lmt, lio~v- 
ever, is a matter of little importante, since Madrid 
js the Lead-quarters not only.of the g~vernmelit 
and tlie police, but likewise of tlie robbers, wlio 
liold their .rendezvous in the Gate of Elie Sun. A 
single atory may be suffieient to give an idea of 
tlieir nurnberi and liardiliood. 

Wlbilst 1 \vas ici Madrid, tLe Stviss brignae af 
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three tliousaiid men, in the pay of the King of 
France, left tliat capital to return borne. Tliey did . 
not al1 marcli away at once, but in small parties, SO 

as not to make a famine on the road, or put tlie 
little villages to any inconveniente. They were 
fol101v~d by droves of asses, loaded with a variety 
of effects, which they had picked up in Spain. Now 
and tlien eame a weeping wornan with an infant in 
her arms, equally miserable whether she abandoned 
lier house or lier lover. I t  seemed indeed that many 
of tlese &rdy Switzers had @ned f&or with tlie 
Spanisli girls, who are fond of strangen generally, 

_ -- 
;--- and who especially cannot resist a red head and a 

liglit eomplcxion. Of the men who were gnthered 
round, al1 seemed glad tliat they were going: the 
liberals, beaiuse their arrival had been the signal of 

- -  -. - - returning despotism ; the apostolics, because they 
hod kept them from going to extremes with their 
enemies. The forr.net said A d k !  mith a significant 
air; the latter muttered Hereges, or heretics. Tlie 
military chest brought up the rear, so as to pay the 
expenses of al1 wlio bad gone before. It was of 
couwe well escorted; yet the dayafter its departure 
fiom Madrid, when the soldiers of the escort had 
stacked their arms and were engaged with tlieir 
meal, tliey were suddenly pouneed upon by twenty 
or tliity long-legged Spaniards, wlo seized tlieir 

r arms, turned tlem upon the Swiss, whom they tied 
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'like culprits, and then kery leisurely carried away 
, I 

the money, to the amount of four or five thousand 

a .  . dolks. , 
, . 

I Thus much for tbe boldness of the Castilian 
! bandits. Though in this respect they yield ta none 
1 

! in Spain, yet tliey are much less cruel tban those of 
l .  Andalusia arid Valencia. Thep coritent tlemselvea 

usually with bwging the ribs of those whom tliay 
J 

. !  suspect of concealing their money, and seldom kill 
them if they make no resistance. During our ascent 

, / up the mountain, the snow so covered the sides of 
the road, that we could not see if it were skirted 

r # e  --- as usual by stone crosses. A siiigle wooden one,. . 
nailed against a neighbouring tree, marked the site 
"f a tragedy. But we found our chief security in 

? fact, tliat the road being now closed, there was 
travelling, and consequently nothing to attract 

.,~bers; ind we trusted that, unless accident should 
throw us into co-act with some of these wortlies, 

should reach the Escorial with skins as whole as 
when we begaii our journey. 

On approaching the top of the pass, we found 
the quantity of snow increasihg. There wns a 
narrow path, wliieh had been cleared in the middle 

1 
of the road, and along i t  our mules made a litde 
proogrss, fall;'ng down occ&io&liy either from fa; 
tigue or ~nwil l in~ness '  to go' on. . Pedro dragged 
tliem .each -time on tlieir feet ~gaiii, and after a few 
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stepil they would make anotller tumble. My com- 
panion and 1, being in advance of the mules, soon 
after Iieard shrill and yrolonged-whistling and cries 
resounding through the ' thick pines of the forest. 
Presently after a sudden angle of tlie road brotight 
us in sight of about twenty.wild-looking fellows, 
who were descending the mountain. They were 
variously dressed in cloth or sheep-skin, and each 
had on liis shoulder some~ominous.ol>ject that looked 
very like a musket. Wlien they saw us the shouts 
increased, and the foremost ran rapidly to meet us. 
.We were very anxious, and, pausing until Pedro 

/- 

--r a m e  nigh, asked tlie meaning of the mystery. 
H e  told us &at the people, who had beeh cutting 
a road through the snow, had finished their day's 
task, and were retiríng to their place of rest, adding, . 

- - - by way- of -consolation, as he glanced to the yet 
distant summit of tlle mou'ntain, whose snows were 
just then enkinded by the 1st rays of the .sun, 
cc God only knouv when we sliall get to ours!" As 
he uttered this in a despairing tone, down into +e 
snow went bath . of the machos ; and though Pedro 
pulled at their halters, and kicked,'and cursed, and 
cudgelled, they seemed determined to pass the ' 

night there. < .  - . . 

. By tlis-time the men gathered round us. The 
supposed bandits were only half-wild peasants of 
$he mountains, and the imaginary muskets turned 
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: ! into shovels and pickaxes. What  were we doing 
* ]  

0 v. 
there? and wliere were we going? asked they, with 

I 
1 a tliousand other questions, excited by the siogu- 

I 

i laríty of the rencontre. When we, in return, in- . 

1 quired if we could cross the mountain, tliey gave us 
í to understand that there yet remained an uneleared 

space, where the mules could not proceed, unless 
1 

indeed they were dragged liead and heels over it, 
whicl they were ready to perform for us if we paid 
them well. This. would be no easy -~ask-one 
that would require much time and bear bardly upon 
the poor mules; so we told Pedro that he biight 

A -  - either return with his mules, and we would employ 
.t a 

4 - ' *  
. on6 of the mountaiñeers to guida us, or else he 

1: ' 
might get them to take care of his beasts, and go 

: l liimself with us to the Escorial. ' He determined, 

- .- - - -  of the two evils,. to choose the latter, made an 
agreement with one of thk fellows to give his r n u h  
in charge to the liindlord of the Searest inn, then 

L 

1 giving us our cloaks nnd shouldering his own, to- 
gether with the alforjas, we recommended our com- 
rades to God, and took our departure. Long sfter, 
as we wound slowly up the rnountain, we could 

4 

hear tliem shouting and whistling, and occasiona~ly 
1 -  
I 

cursing the mules as the poor animals fe11 to tlle 
ri 
bi ground or showed an uiiwillingness to go onward. 
i! W e  now pushed on unembarrassed and with new 

1 energy. Soon nfter we carne to tlie uncleard part 
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l 

of the road, and mounted on the surface of the snow. 4 
The upper must bore us almost everywliere; but . I 

sometimes we went floundering in, leg deep, and 
in extricating one Ieg would sink deeper with'the 
other. At  tlie top of tlie paSs we once more caught 
siglit of New Castile, and profited by a remnant 1.1 . lil 
of light to look around us. The mountains are 
liere covered with a tlick growtli of pines, whicli 1 are preserved from the common fate of trees iri - . , I I  

tlie Castiles by belonging to the crown. The  . i '  1 ,  

raviiies were torn by rapid torrents produced by the 1; 
melting of tlie snow. 

-7 

Ih ascending the mountain, the wind was so light 
11 

from tlie nortli-west that it uTas scarce perceptible ; 
but when at  tlie top of the pais, we foond it rusliing 

ji 
up the valley witli so rnueli violenee that we could 

I; 
Ji 
9 

- ..-- - -  not check-ourselves witli so poor a footliold as was - ' L 

furnislied by tlie snow, but liad to scud before it 
down the opposite liill until slieltered from its fury. i 
My long cloak gave me infinite trouble 0x1 this o r  1 

casion, for it fluttered about until 1 was afrslid i t  
would fly away with me. It was not tlius with Pedro. 

1 

I 
His cloak happened to have many Loles in it, and, i 
as threw the embozo over his left shoulder, one . i 

1 

l of them caught round tlie neck of our wine-bottle, 
which was peering out of one corner of tlie alforjas, 
and effectiially secured it. 

t 
f The winds througlioiit this wliole cliain of Gua: 

7 9 
%, 
iz 

bi 
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1 darrama are extremely violent; for, placed as thesa 
1 .  . mountains are, ' at an elevation of fo~ir or five thou- 

' 1  sand feet above the sea, with far-extending plains 

I on every side? the currents of air come -to them 
without obstacle and with unabated force. ' Hence, 

i a t  the convent of the Escorial, the windows, though 
framed of iron, cannot resist the fury'of the wind, 
but are frequen tly driven in. For a similar reason 
i t  has bein fourid necessary to make a stone covered 
way, leading from the village to the ,convent, in 

i 
1 ,  order to protect .the faithful, or take away any ex- 

cuse which might lead to a neglect of their devotions. i --e-- 

; -. - 1 was told in Madrid by one of tlie king's body- 
1 
I guard, tliat in crossing between La Granja and the 
4 
1 

Escorial, there have been-instantes of their being 
i * blown from their horses by tlie wixid, or driven horse 
j- *. - - - .- - - and rider against the roeks. These facts may serve 'i 1 

to explain the double contest sustained by Napoleon ! 
in crossing the Sornosierra. s he erests of the 

6 

mountain were alive with enemies, whilst his own 
,I followkrs wer6 struck down ibout him by the fury 

of the s t i m ;  yet he overcame évery obstacle by 
the mere  for'ce ' of his wiU, and Mumphed a t  once 
over man and over the elemenk. , . 

~ k i n ~  desceiided.four or five miles, we carne to 
a n  inn, wheie Pedro proposed that' we ,~houId pass . 
tlie night. Indeed he refused positively to g o  any 
farther, for i t was aliead y Aark, We, ' however, 
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were anxious to get to Guadarrama, wliere we knew 
. there was a good inn, for we were fearful of en- 

countering filth and vermin, such as we had met 
' witL at Segovia; so we told him that he might halt 

if he pleased, but that we meant to sleep in Gua- 
darrama. Upon this Pedro yieldcd, stipulating that 
we should at least di11 our bottle with aine, for by 
this time it was completely empty. We 'willingly 
assented to this, gave him tlie real that he asked 
for, and pushed on a little in advance, where m-e 
seated ourselves behind a rock at the road-side to 
await his coming. When he at length arrived, we 

.- -to~k a morsel of the bread and a drnught from thé . 

bottle, then started with new life for Guadarrama? 
' This vivacity, hwever, was -a little damped by - 

. Pedro's giving us to understand -that, from what he 
- - - -  - liad heard at the inn, we had still eight miles before 

us. He told us also tlie true cause of liis wanting 
to stay, which was, that the whole. road we were 
about to traverse swarmed with robbeis. Had he 
told us this before we reached tlie inn, we certainly 

I sliould have stopped; but after going so boldly past, 1 

I we could not return without mortification, 1 

t i The niglit had now set in with more than usual ! 
i darkness; for the stars were veiled by heady, 

i ominous clouds, whicfi. carne tumbling , over tlie * 

j 
crests of the mountain, driving rapidly before the 
now freshenirig breeze. IC Tliere will be snow on 

i , 
' 'y 
;Y 
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i A - . '.-. .the &ountaifi- befbre rnorning:' said ~ e d r o .  in: a .,l : 
1 

disconsólate tone, cc and 1 shall Iiave the devil's own 
time in. getting to my mules again." cc Valagme 
Dios!" Iie presently after idded, with uplifted eyes 

1 
I :  ! 

I 

: 1 , 
and an a i r  of greater resignatian. ~ u s t  after dark 
we had discovered.the liglits of Guadarrama, seem- 
ingly at no great distance. As we descended, bow- 
ever, an intervening hill +ose gradually between, to 
cut us off from tlie cheering prospect. Other liglits 

i t h ~ e  were still nearer in a valley on our riglit, 

i - where there seemed to be several villages. It was 
there, Pedro said, that the. robbers who haunted F 

q <".e t l~e  neighbouring roads had their dwellings. The 
i petty authorities of these places either share tlie 
E: spoil of the depredators, or else they are  restrained 
f 

i from interfering by the drend of hnving their tlvoats 
I- . -  - -  - -  - -  cut or- their houses burnt over their lieads. 
1 
I There was sómething in al1 this of wild and bigli 

> 1 
- eucitement. With eyes on the alert and pricked ears 1 we hurriéd forward in silence, or i f we spoke, it was in 

monosyllables and in a low voice. Pedro now began 
to te11 us bow to'behave in the case of an ~tttack. 
We were to stand close together, not to speak 8 

mord, and to do whatever we were ordered. The 
road over which we hurried was skirted with r o h  
aiid underwood, that furnished excellent lurking- 
places at each step. These, as we walked rapidly 
pmt tliem, were reconnoitred with a rapid glnnce* 
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- The cliief .danger, a:e were told, lay near Guadar- ' 

S rama, where the meeting ofa  nurnber of cross-roads I 

furnishes much passing and an excellent station for 
robbers. As \'e m e  toward~ this spot, tliere were 
several dark objects in the road before us. Wa 
kept on, and found tliat they were trees beyond the 
roadside where i t  made an angle. A t  the junction . l 

were severa1 crosses piled round with stones. W e  
had scarce left these tragic devices a t  our backs, 
when we wera startled by a rustling in the bushes. 1; j "  
on our left. We paused simultaneously-a hare . , I *  i 
spning at that rnoment into tge patli: terrified at , 1, I 

. I  

oiir approach, it bounded away before us, and pre- 
--v - < I '  

sently after disappeared bel~ind s rock. By this , ( ,  I 
I I 

, ' . time we hfid been a long while upon tlie road, and f . 
yet Guadarrama did not make its appearance. We t 

!; 
. had no means of judging of the distance we had ) l  

: i 
"- - - -  - -- performed4by the time; for if the darkness had per- s i l  

l mitted us to see our watches we shouId have been . 

nothing the wiser, since, whilst one of tliem lost an i ! 
, 

hour, the otlier gained two in twenty-four. Tliere 
I : " 
1 1  

could be no doubt, however, that i t  was eight or I 

1 nine o'clock. We must have corne.more than twenty 
miles since we left La Granja, and yet tliere were 3 

I , 
no signs of our resting-place. Perhaps we had 
passed it at tlie junction of tlie roads; and tlien we i 
m&t either retrace our steps, or else keep on, sup- 

' perless and sleepless, to the Escorial. Vai!game + 

ti 
i 

Y 

f 1  
I t 
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Dios!" exclaimed Pedro. Jtist a t  that moment we 
emerged -from 'behind a sand-hill, and were su& 
denly accosted by a loud barking. W e  turned our 
eyes in the direction whence it-carne, and found 
ourselves close upon the .little village of Guadar- 
rama, with its lights, i ts  l u m  of voices, and- its 
watchful dogs. 
In tlie next minute we entered the identical inn 

. wbere we had passed out first night on the way to 
Segovia. Our fat host welcomed us most eordially; 

- nay, he even '@ve up to us bis privileged seat in 

5 in the corner. ~ i i t l e  John, wlio always followed 
$ --- the motions of bis master, was equally generous 
I - .  

with his bumbler station, and tlius we were soon I aecornmodated witliin the very funnel of tbe chirn- . 
ney, close to the crackling fire, and witl~ the pine - ". ' , 

splinters on the shelf above blazing full in our faces. ' : 
Wliat a conmist, thooght we, to oor late condition - 1 

-dashing through the wet and snow, or roaming 
in a dark cold night over a wild waste, hungry, 
with wet feet, the prospect of being benighted, and 
the fear of footpads. *Here al1 things were in the 
very same state tliat we liad found them hro nigllts 
before ,-the ventero .and bis mati, bis bustling wife, f 
and his notrto-be-forgotten daughter, the brown 

5: beauty of whom we hava alreadi spoken. Even ), 

P; 
1" the groop of strangers was so similar, tliat tlie 

* 

t . ind iv id~ l s  scarce seemed changeed. Tliere were, ' 
d 
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however, no cooking preparations as. More, nor ibi 1 
any eating and drinking; for u11 had long since 

, despatclied their evening-meal, and were now drop- . 1 :  
ping away to their respective sleeping places. We . '1' 
did not need, however, 'tliesmell of food, nor tlie . 1 1  

/ b / j  

clatter of pots and pans, to remind us of our supper; 1 )  ( 
but straightway proceeded to discuss the matter 
with the ventero. ' 

11 
. 3 

As we were now our own providers, w e  boldly . ' ~ : i  4 ordered a stewed hare and a partridge. Pedro, \ 1, / ;; 
3 who'stood in the opp&ite corner, with tlie stearn ' \ i ;  

rising from his well-soaked sandals, and curling iip- .Ij' 
--vpaFd ilong liis legs, to mingle with tlie smoke from I;I 

% , !  
. his cigarillo, stared with astonishment at our extra- 

, vagance. ' l'lie liare and the partridgerwere, Iiever- . : : /I 
t.:. theless, orde'red,*and were soon after placed in  our 1, . ! '  
) -.- bed-room " ~ p o n  a little tahle, whilst below wns a I !  ' y brasero witli embers. The  ventero carne in and 

took bis seat besidé us; now listening to our ad- 
- 

ventures, now aiding us to empty &e glass, wliich 

l 

1 

I 

each offered to him from time to time. As for 
Pedro,' who perliaps had not tasted partridge since 

was ti boy,' perhaps never, lie struggled liard 
bet\vken liis inw&d delight and the. desire to pre- . .  
serve his gravity.c He sat between us at  table? 

P . and we plied liim well witli wine and viand. Now, 
it is matter ..of éourtesy in Spain to eat atid drink 

I' 

mha'tever 'is put upoi your plnte or poured int'ó 
VOL. f .  D D 
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. 
l your glass, in order to show your esteem for, the 

1 

1 
favor. Pedro was aware of tl~is, and therefore ac- 

i . 
I 

quiesced with becoming resignation. 
I These matters being disposed of, each of us got 

into bed. Wa had offered Pedro to have one pre- 1 
pared for hirn; but he said he had no use for such a l 
commodity-4' Mil gracias! que yo no p s t o  cama." 

A thousand thanks ! but Ido not likeabed." Tliere- 
upon, Iiaving adjusted his alforjas in one corner, he 
roIled his old cloak around him, and threw himself 

' flat upon the pavement, witliout removing either 
montero cap, legging, or sandal. He ww, never- 
theless, asleep and snoring ere we had adjusted 
our pillows. 

The next morning wé-had oÚr chocolate as be- 
fore from the hands of our little Morisca. Pedro 

-shmildered liis alforj* and, having "taken a last 
leave of the venta and its inmates, we set out on 
foot for ihe Escorial. The road was dreary, skirted 
by rocks, with here and there s single emina or 
alcornoque. After a walk of eight miles we reached 
the Escorial, and found as comfortable lodgings as 
&ose we had left, in the posada of a motherly old 
widow woman. Pedro aided us in despatcbing a ' 

1 bearty breakfas. He was then paid for bis own 
services, as well as for tliose of the mules which had . 
given us so mucli trouble, and sent away with many 
good wistes. Nor did he neglect the parting saluta- 
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t i o~ l s -~~  Stay.with God," said he, a and may no i ! 
ill happen to you !"-6' Se+ioores! pueden ustedes con - 1  
Dios, y qtce no haya cno~edad!~ 1 i 

The convent of the Escorial is situated on the m 

i 

south-eastern declivity of tlie Guadarrama ehain, 1 
midway up the mouiitains. Tbis magnificent build- a 1 t 
ing owes its existence to the bigotry of Pliilip II., 
wlio, being in a panic a t  the battle of Saint Quin- 
tin, vowed, if he gained tlie day, to build the most 

/ /  1 1  

magnificent convent in the world, in honor of the - 
' ! 
i 

saint wliose name should be found tliat day upori 
, . 

- tlie calendar. The battle being won, Saint Law- 
-----fince was discovered to be the tlirice-liappy in- . 
= Aividual in whose favor the vow liad been made. - 

A place was chosen to erect the convent, wliicli 
already bore the name 6f tlie saint, and was called 

- - -  - - -  San -Lorenzo del Escorial *. Furthermore, since 
Saint Lawrence was roasted to death upon a grid- - 

iron, tlie architect, Juan Baptista de Toledo, toolr 
i t  into his head to build the convent in tlie figure . 

of that.culinary instrument. With this view, he 
represented the severa1 bars by files of building, 
the handle by a portion of tlie,church, and even 

lb the feet of his singular rnodel by four insignificant 
towers, which rise at tlie corners. lndeed, tlie only 
poetic licence of wl~ich' this new Jolin the Baptist 

* Escorial is iierived from the word escoria, or dross:'it is 
given to aU places whwe there are old and exhausted milies. 

- n D 2  



was guilty was in supposing Iiis gridiron to be 
turned upside down. - 

The exterior dimensions of the convent are seven 
hundred and forty feet, by five hundred and eighty. 
T h e  principal dome, over the centre of the church . 
rises to an elevation of three hundred and thirty 
feet. It is built entirely of tlie granite found in 
tlie vicinit~, and in the severest style, without any 
~ l i o w  of ornament;-it may also be added, as far 
as tlie exterior is concerned, without beauty. In- 
deed, there is no grand effect produced by tlie pro- 
portions of tlie whole; for the petty towers, dsing 

- at  the corners, take rniich from tlie grandeur of tlie 
principal dome. There are also several ranges of 
irregular buildi&a, erected subaequently to the 
rnonastery, whicli lie adjacent, and greatly injure 

- -  . tlie uniformity of its . appearance. I t  is within, 
however, and especially in tlie chapel, that the 
Escorial is to be seen and admired. There we 
witness, in al1 the majesty of its proportions, one 
of the noblest monuments of modern times. 
. Tbe great cliapel of tlie Escorial is in the folmm 
of a Grecian cross, and is surmounted by the huge 
dome of which we have already spoken. Tliis dome 
is supported upon four square columns or masses 
of granite, which Rse from the pavement to tlie 
roof, and which are of such vast dimension& that 
they have small cliapels in them, wliere mass js 
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daily performed. Tlie organs, four in number, 
are placed on eitber side. At the back.is a gallery 
for the clioir. Opposite the clioir is the principal 
altar, and the tabernacle for tlie &eption of tlie 
sacred vessels, and for  'the exposureof tlie, sacra- 
ment in seasons of Ggh solernnity. Tlie altar is 

- in tlie same severe style with the rest of the build- 
ing. It is very imposing, and excites in the be- 
holder á religious awe, wliich is further augmented 
by statues of two kingg charles V. and Lis son 
Pliilip, wlioare seen in open niches at  eitl~er side, 
kneeling devoutly, ' with tlieir faces turned in the 

-direction. of tlie tabernada. The irnposing so- 
lemnity of this chape1 is, perhaps, surpassed by 
tlistt of no sacred edifice in the world. There is 
here no profusion of ornament to dazzle and divert 
the beliolder, whilst tlre rough granite, seen every- 
where in its naked strengtli, is in happy accordance . 
witli the hardy grandeur of the edifice. 

Tl ie  Pantheon of the Escorkal is the burying- 
place of the Spanish kings. Tlie bbdy of CliailesV. 
was first deposited there, and hii Quccessors have . 

likewise been burikd in the same place, with only 
two oi tliree exceptioiis. The Pantlieon is a sub- 
terranean chamber, situated immcdiately beneath 
t2ie grand altar of the chapel. W e  were conductcd 
to it by one of the monks, who carried the keys of 
'this chamber . of deatli, wliilst a familiar attended 
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witli a light. A long arched staircase, lined on 
&ery side. with polislied marble, descending be- 
heath the surface of the earth, brought us to the 
Pantheon. It is of circular form, with a vaulted 
dome, from the centre of which hangs a chandelier . 
of rock crystal; This is never lit, save at the. burial 

l 
of a prince, and-tl~e feeble tsper of 'our guide fur- 
nisbed but a scanty and insufficient. light. We . 

were able, hqwever,. to diseover with itg assistance 
a small altar standing in front of the ataircase, upon 
wliic1i.m a crucifix of black marble, with a pedestal 
of porpliyry. The whole interior is lined with darlc 
marbIe, beautifuIly veined, and of great lustre. I t  
is divided into tliree ranges of .horizontal niehes or 
compartments, separated from each other by fluted - 

püasters, and iunning entirely xoiind .the circle. . 

Each of these niches contains a porphyry sarco- 
pliagus, Iiaving a moveable cover. They are ,not 1 
al1 tenanted. The empty ones have blank serolls 
to receive the names of futwe occupants. Others 
are already filled. W e  read on one " Carolus V." 
-an epitaph whicli cardes with it the loftiest asso- 

, eiations. There is an h ~ ~ b i s t i b l ~  feeling of SO- 

lemnity, which every one experiences in visiting 
tlie meanest dwelling-place of the dend. What ' 

then. must be the seneation of Iiim, who, after . 
groping through subterranea~~ passages, comes at 

' 

lengtli upon this mysterious dwelling-place, wllicli 



genius has sought to render worthy of being the 
last home of the mighty of the earth; and where, + . '  

as Bourgoanne well expresses it, deceaeed gran- 3 

deur still struggles against annihilation !" 
. . - In  examining the different portions of the con- 

vent, we passed down staircases and along passages 
formed in the very.+all, whicli is from fifteen to 
twenty feet in thickness, and entirely of hewn gra- 
nite. We carne also upon severa1,little chape18 in 
tliese sequestered situatións. Josephus speaks of 
similar staircases in describing the temple of Jeru- 
salem. Had that famous rbuilding been construcbed . 

/+th equal solidity, no human fury could have been 
persevering enough to have completed its déstruo 

' tion. Tlie apartments set apart for the royal farnily 
are very neat. They-are hung with tspestry from 
tlie royal manufactory at Madrid. Some pieces are - -  - - 
equal to tlie best productions of tlie Gobelins. One 
of the halls is painted with battles between .Moors 
and Cbristians. The grand staircase is surrnounted - 

by a quadmgular dome. This is finely painted in 
fresco by Giordano. The first compartment repre- 
senta the battle of Saint Quintin ; another tlie a s  

t complishment of the vow made on that occasion by 
Pliilip; and the last shows liow the pious prinbe was 
at length admitted into tlie celestial regions as a 

e reward for so many.good actions. . 
. The convent of the- Escorial formerly .possessed 


