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for with them it furnished a means of finding favor 
with the fair, who attended the spectacle, and was, 
besides, a miniature of those scenes of strife and 
x7arfare in which they were constantly engaged. 
They, doubtless, introduced tlie mode of fightiug 
the bu11 on ,horseback and with the lance ; for tliey 
were a nation. of eavaliers, .who did every thing in 
the saddle, and even conquered Spain at a gallop. 
T ~ U S  imgroved, the bull-fight, with many 0 t h  

usages, was transmitted by the Moors to' their 
christian conquerors, wbo also ioherited many beau- 

+ tifd ballads. on tlie subjeet *. These are still pre- 
----- - served in the Castilian, and form part of tlie spoil 

which the exiles left behind them when t~e~returned 

.Even io the las t century tlie  estas Reales were 
. , . . - - still given in Spain on al1 great occasions, such 

tlie birtli, marriage, or eoronation of s princee 1" 
Madrid these feasts always took place in the Plaza 
Mayor; an etttehsive quadrangle, four hundred and 
fifty by tliree hundred and fifty feet, which stand' 
in the centre of the &y. The plaza Mayor " 
surrounded by uniform ianges of hoises five and 
eix stories high, witli wide balemies and an arade 
below whieh rrins round the whole interior* At 
each of the corners, and midway between the*, are 

* Poesias Escogidas Romancero* 
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arched which rommunicate aith the streets 
I 

without, whilst within tbe aréade f h s h e s  a covered 
walk round the areay wliich serves as a market- 
place. The boildings around the Plaza Mayor 
mns&t of the roya1 bakery and of one hundred and 
thirty-six dwelling-house's, which contain a popula- 
tion of three thousand persons. When the roya1 
feasts took place, the front apartments of these 
honses were iet out by their occupants, and were - 
thronged with people - to their very roofs. Below 
wooden benches were erected. for the qpopuktion,- 
and the roya1 balbeidiers, with their steel-lieaded 
battle-axes, formed a ba& to irotect thern fiom 
thcfury of tle buu. The myal &mily drove h to  

Plaza in splendid mrriagea of state, and being 
attended by the first avaliers and most distinguished 
beauties of the ~>urt,  took their station in the gilded 
bdconies af the Pmaderia; whilst all the surround- 
ing houses were liung e t h  curiains of variegated 

intermingled with Fdns and handkerchiefs set " motion by the hand of beauty. 
When al1 was reody, the eavaliers selected fur 

the combat made their sppearance in gala-coaches, 
attended by tbeir sponsors, who were usually the t 

first grandees of Spain ; for, in the days of chivalry, 
I 

'ght %e bu11 was tbe peculiar privilegé of gentle . . 
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men dressed in the Moorish . garb, who led tLe 
horses of their masters. These having mounted 
and received their lances, went ben~ath tlie rogd 
balcony to salute the king, and each took care, 
doubtless, ta catch the approving or cautionary 
glance of his mistress. The arena being cleared 
by the alguazils, the king waved bis bandkerchief; 
warlike music repeated the signal, and a bu11 was 
let in. The cavaliers approached him one by one 
with lances in rest, and their ardor was shared by 
their proud-spirited horses. Some times tlie bu11 
would reeeive the spear deep into his neck, at others 

_- - he would shiver it to pieees, and overturn every- 
K 

thing in his course. 
\ 

- -  - -  - 
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Tliere were on these occasions several rnodes 
of combat. Dogs were occasionally intmduced to 
meet the bull; and though often tossed and mmgled, 
it was more frequent for tliern to succeed in seizing 
his nose md holding him rnotionless to tlle ground- 
Another manner was much more harmless. The 
skins of different  animal^, blown into whimsical 
figures, were placed in the arena; and it wa.9 often 
found that the bu11 had less dread of an armed 
antagonist than of tliese irnmoveable objects, which 
awaited his attaek without any sign of fear. Tbere 
was, however, one mode more cruel and dangerous 
than all. A man dressed in fantastic colors to at- 
tract attention placed himself in front of the portal 
by whieh the bu11 was to enter. He held in both 
llands an iron spear, oñe end of which w á ~  fixed in 
the ground, whilst the point inclined upwards in 
the direction.ofthe portal. The cornbatant crouched 
closely behind tLis spear, which served the double 
purPose of weapon snd defence. Thus prepared, 
he awaited the career of the bull, who, on the 
OPening of the portal, made at once towards the '"'Y object whieh stood in the way of his fury. If 
the career of the bu11 were direct, the sp&ar.entered 
d e e ~  into Lis forehead, and he remained nailed to 
t''eewha ~f,.on the contrary, the hold of the com- 

- batant beame unsteadv though fear, or the bu11 
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tlie weapon with s grazedface or: tlie loss of an eye, 

1 ,  . and dart with fuiy upon hig unprotected vietim, toss 

hih  higli into the &ir, and rnoiskn the arena with 
. . 

. 

Bull#ght on foot. --- - 

The bull-fight has been several times nbolidled 
in Spain; once in 1567, by an edict of Pope Pius %9 

7 -- - .-- - 
which was revoked in 1516 by Clement VIII. 
tlíe present ientury it was agaiñ abolished 
Godoy; but is now ieestablished, and will dollbt 

' _  less long continue to forh the favorite amusement 
of the Spanish people. It is tme, they are no lonPr 
the splendid spectacles.~rhi& they once were. We 
look in vain for gilded balconies thronged witb tlie 
wealthy and tLe besutifd, and for thit soul-inspirjug 

. t, enthusiasin which has died with the days 'of ~hiv$Y'' 
But tl~ough PRncés and nobles' no loiger descenn 
int* the arena, their places are filled Gtll equal 
'courage, and perhaps greater skill, by butchers from 
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! complete circuit of the edifice, and give a good idea 
of a Romsn mphitheatre. 

The portion of the Plaza. allotted ti the bulls, 
horses, and toreros is of very simple construction. 
The arena is enclosed by a barrier six feet high, . 
~ m o u n d e d  by a circular lobby, into which t h i  ~ o m -  
batants escape when too warmly pursued. TLis 
lobl)y is pierced by foiir sets of folding-doors com- 
municating from the arena to the different apart- 
ments beneath the ampbitheatre. One of these % 
the toril, wliere the bulls are enclosed preparatory 
tó the combat. The folding. door opening into *e 

/Y--- arena in front of that of tlie toril 'gives admittnnce 
to the alguazils, who act, as marshals ; a tliird to tlle 

horses and picadores; whilst througli a fourtli are 
dragged away the carcasses of the victims. 

- -- -- 
- - -- - - ; In summer tlie bull-feast usually takes place in 

the rnorning of a week-day. In winter it is 
on Snnday afternoon. The winter feasts are called 
Corridas de NovilZo8, because young bulls 'only are 
then brought forward.. The style of the handbill 
issued on these oee&ons is siriguIarly indicative of 

. that propensityto be pompous anil bombastic dich 
the Spaniards ridicule in the Portuguese, and for 
which they are theniselves equally reniarhble. It 
begins tliua: 6' The king our master, whom may 
God preserve, Iias been pleaaed to name this day 
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for the fifth course of novillos, granted by rna- 
1 , 

jesty for the benefit of his roya1 hospids and the 
gratification of his vassals. excellency the 
corregidor of thb very heroic city will  preside over 
the Plaza. The function to commence with 1 
valiant novillos, which will be atbcked by the in- ! 

t 
trepid amateurs Bernardo Berrnudez and b m o n  , l 

I 

This modest invitation was always sufficient ta ¡ 
bring together several thousand motley Madrileños ' L 

I 

1 

and Madrileñas. Few or none of the Spanish gentry 
were present on these oc!cmions, and the boxes of 
the-upper row were almost entirely deserted. 1 do 

l 

aot know, Iiowever, whether they continue to avoid 
tlie Plaza in summer, when the number of muerto8 
-bulls wliich are todie in the a r e n a d s t e a d  of 
tu1o, is increased to md when a hotter sun mad- 
dens the vietims inw deadlier fury. The second 
row w a  usually better filled, but the company by r. 

no meana select. The well-dressed persons mere 
~ ~ ~ e f l y ~ s t r a n ~ e r s  belonging to tlie different legan 
tions, intermingled with officers, royalist vblun- . 

teersj shopkéepers, and wornen, chgregated to- 
gether, else singly with small children by the \ 

hand~ and not a few suekling tlieir infants. Here 
and there, toa, one might see s dirty priest, w h ~ ,  , 

lkaving chanted himself hoaise in the morning; 
comes ~ 4 t h  his snuff or cigarillo to pass more con- 

T 2 # 



. I 

A YEAR IN SPAIN. 

genially the evening of the sabbath. But the un- 
eovered benches of the patio were ever filled to 

. overflowing. They were tlie favorite resort of the 
populace ; and no vagabond , erer remained away 
who C O U ~ ~  muster the two demanded for ad- 
mission, whether by stealing or starvation. Here 
the canalla are in al1 their glory. Whilst tlie con- 

- 
test las&, tliey encourage or reprove tlik eombat- 
ants, applaud 'or bellow at tlie bull, then sliou4 
Bwear, and whistle during the peRod of tlie inter- 
lude.' I t  is they, in fact, wha give a tone and c h -  
racter to the wliole entertainment. 

Tlie Iiaur appointed for the eommenc~ment of 
feast having at  length arrived, tlie corregidor 

takes his seat in tli6 roya1 box, supporíted by 
~ficers .  A .  priest also rernains in waiting witli 

- - * -  - -  - - -. 
-su >Mugeatad-the to adrninister the 

hidden under manes parted in t l ~ e  midale, wirh 
eyes glaring fiercely through their forelocks, 
tails whicli sweep tlie arena. .TLese noble animals 

.are richly eaparisoned, with poirerful bit$, peaked 
saddles, and broad stirrups, after the manner of 
the East.  he alguaeils have their black wnds 
of office, ~ n d  are dressed in cloak, buslcin~ slshed 
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sleeves, r d s ,  and plumed liat-the ancient Spanish 
costume. Hsving rode round the lis&, to deas 
thern of tliose who bave been sweeping and sprink- 
ling the ground, and of the canalla who have been 
wrestling and rolling in the dust, they meet each 
other in the centre, and then ride to the box of 
the corregidor, before wliich they make an obei- 
sance, to signify that'every 'thing is ready for the 
opening of the fea&. Upon this the corregidor 
tbrows down tl~e key of the toril, waves hand- 
kerchief, and the music stationed -at tlie opposite 
side of the Umphitheatre sounds s march. The 
folding gates are thrown open at  the left, and tlie. 
chulos enter, escorting the two piaidores. 

The chulos or eheats are dressed as majos-some 
in black, some in green, and s6me in crjmson They 

- - are al1 yell-made men, and are seen to peculiar 
advfilltage in their tight dress, ornamehted wíth 
bunehes of riband at the kríees, the- sli'oes, and in 

haii. Beside a worked eambric Iiandkerchief 
floating from either poeket, eaeh chulo wears a silk 

of green, red, or yillbw; . This serves to irri- 
tlie bull, and to divert his attention. . 

T1le pimdores vear ~ o o r i s h  jackets ernbroidered 
With large flat ha& 'of +bite, .ornamented Fth roses or gay ribánds, and wliicli a r e  confined 
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pahtaloons lined with plates of amor to proteet 
the Their lance is bng and heavy, Gtlr a 
small three-cornered point of steel at the end. Tliis 
point is wouad round with yarn, tu prevent it from 

' 

penetrating far. Tlie lance of the picador servea to 
turn tle'bull off, but does him little injury; indced 
it may ratlier be looked on as a defensive thnn as 

an offensive weapon. Thuq in the contest between 
the bu11 and the picador, the danger is altogether 
on the side of tlie horse and bis nder. me pica- 
dores enter tlie lists mounted on jaded beasts, which 
are evidendy within a few months of tlieir natud 
death. They are bought for a few dollars, part of 
which the proprietor geta back by the sale of tlie 

When brought into the lists, they are balf 
hidclen under huge Moorisli saddles, which rise be- 

-- - - - - * _ ?  fore and behind, near a foot from the back, in 
to strengthen the seat of the picador. If the animal 
has a good eye remainiig, it is covered with a 
pockebhandkerchief. The attirk of the picador is 
usually aoiled by frequent rolling in the dust. In- 
deed, as he poises hia lance and kicks his limpin!? 
beast forward, by dint of spura, to pay his devoirs to 
the corregidor, his whole appemce offers a striki*g 
contrast to the gallant-bearing of the alguazil* 

The winter feast al- eommenced with 
~ ~ o l a ' d o ~ ,  *hose horns were covered with bds9  
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aiid who overturned the picadores and their horses 
I '  
j ; 

without doing them mueh injury. This contest is 1 ,  

sustained, u s d y ,  by noviees, whose clumsy efforts a 

to turn asida the bu11 give infiqite amusement 'to 
1 

1 
l 

the audience, snd prepare - them to estimate the - I 
exeellenee of the veteran picadores, who come 1 
afterwards to contend with th& muertos. Indeed, 
to appreciate eorrectly tlie difficulty of any task, we I 

should not only me it weII, but ill execoted. The 1 
novillos and the noyices who contended.with them, I 
having left the lis&, two old toreros Rde'through ' I 

the portal, and are greeLd with the applause of the 
multitude, to wbom .they have bien iendered fami- 

l 
1 
I ' . 

llar by many 'a feat of ski11 *and courage, and by ! 

many a scene of danger. . I 

To give a general idesóf the koda of attaeking 
! 

- -- the bull, it may-be suficient to describe an indivi- . , . 
dual fight, by fidr the inost bloody of many tbat 1 
saw in Spain. 0, the occasion to which 1 allude, 
tLe bull, though he bore the nime of novillo, W~IS 

a gturdy beast, that might have connted a lustrum. 
Thoogh not large, his eonformation C O U ~ ~  smce - 

have been more powerful. - He was rather l i~h t ly  
built behind,.widening, Iiowever, in span towarb . I 
the ghoulders, whiCh aerved & f'undation to a thkk 

and ahort head, armed with a p&r ' ~f horns, i : 
which were hot long,.bot s t o ~ t  md well pointed. 

! 
eoat was of a nisty b~own, darkening into S 

: - i  

l 
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black towards the néck annd sloulders, wliere it 
became tliick and curly,'like the mane of a lion. 

This . bull' Iiad taken tlie place of a eompanian 
who had preceded hirn to slaught&, in the narmm 
entry wliich leads from the toril to the arena, The 
chulos Iiaving taken 'tlieir stand with the two pica- 
dores drswn up behind them, the signal was given, 
and the trumpets sounded a martial flourish. The 
gates were at once thrown open to admit a passage 
into 'the lists, and we now first discovered tlie bullt 
such as I have described him, endeavouring to foree 
bis way througl the iion .irate which separated l b  
from the toril. 'Tlie poor animal .had been ter- 

mented by separation from his lierd, by confine- 
nent, by tortures to fiich bis lacersted ervs bore 
estimony, and by desires whieh had been *arnpered, 
rut'not gratified. At this moment a prick from a 

torero in tlie lobby caused him to tuni about, d e n  
be discovered an open p e g a  into the lis@ m d  
rushed at  once madly in, hoping, doubtless, he 
had at I q t  found . an open. road to conduct bim to 

the fertile rnarslies of the Guddiana, where he had 
80 long reigned lord of the heid. 

This moment is one of tlie most interesting of 
the whole spee&cle. The bu11 is seen comiflg for- 

in mad eareer7; bis tail w$tliing furiousl~, 
head d o ~ ~ i ,  rnouth foaming,-nostrils aiide Ven and 
Aev, a ~ ~ d  eyes gwng'fiercely througl~ the matted 
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etirls of his foreliead; whilst the red riband; nailed 
with a barbed iron to his neck, flutters wildly back, 
and serves at once as a torture and device. B v h g  
reached tbe centre of the arena, he discover8 that . 

lis bope of escape wzis illusory ; he pauses, glares 
~ i t l 1  wonder upon tte  multitude drawn up in a con: 
tinuous ring around.him7 ánd who 'peet liis arrivd 
rith shouts, whistlings, and tlie wavingof garments. 
But though ostonished, he is not terrified. He 
glances his bewildered eye about tLe arena, in search 
of some enemy upon whom to wreak bis furyf 

No sooner did the bu11 in &stion discover tlie 
chlos, flattenng their gay cloaks, and inviting hiin 

victory by showing a disposition to fly befoie 
him, than he made the nearest at the top of 
Lis veed. The ~huio, thus wsrmly p$rsued7 waved 
Lis crimson.~l~ak to the right and left; to retad 
'he progress of the beast by rhdering it unsteady, 
and, having with diftieultY reaclied the barrier with- 

' ' T h r i ~  sound. the ~Íarion; ¡o! de !goal falb, 
me den expandq and Eeectation mute ' 

Gpe< round the silent &de's peopled walk 
b d s  with one l&ng sprtng the mighty bnite, 

Mdl J Staring, ~ u m s ,  .witli sounding fwt, 
The and, nor blindiy N & ~ S  on hin foe; '* tbae, he points hia thratening front, to 

h t  attsek, wide wa.ring to and fm 
'lis anm taü; rai fi hia ege% düated ~IOW." 

Childe Harokd.. . 
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out being overtaken, he Ieaped tiver it into 'tle 
lobby. The escape of the chulo was by no means 
premature ; the'bull reaohed the barrier at the same 
instant, and as. the legs of the fugitive were vault- 
iog. over, his horns eaught the fluttering silk and 
nailed it to the boards, ' 

. Excited by victory, the bu11 now makes for 
picador. Here is another- sitaation which would 
furnish a fine study for tlie pencii. The *icador is 
seen drawn up at a'shoit distance fiom th6 barrier, 
with bis lance p p e d  tigLtly in bis right hand and 
under the arrn, and presenting tlia nght shoulder of 

bis horse to the attack of the bult Before aiming 
- blow; the bu11 iisually pauses a moment to eye 

.bis antagonist. Then, if he be cowardly, he paws 
the pound, bellows, and bullies, going backwards 

- 
- -  - - -- - -al1 the wliile, as if to gain spacc for bis aueer; but 

reality to place a greater distanee between him- 
~e l f  and bis adversary. S&, howev&, was 
the charaeter nor conduct of tha hall in question; 
i~deed; no sooner .bad he cleared Iiia horns ofthe 
cloak of tha ohulo, than he rushed tokards first 
picador. The shouts of tlie multitude no" gave 
place ' to silent glances of anxiety ;. for the bu'', 
having aimed his blow, dropped his head to cover 
it with bis horns, add, shutting his eyes, darted 
upon his enemy. TLis first effort, however, was 

- - unanccessfully made, or i t  least it was defeated 
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tlie &ddress of tha piciidor.. The bu11 w* met'by 
the lance just as he rose on bis hind legg tbmake 
bis l a ~ t  bound, and was turned dexterously asidei , 

Without checking bis career, he darted. at once 
upon the secoid drawn iip behid bis com- 
rade. This second attack was more successful. 
Tlie lance of the picador was driven in by force; 
and the horns of the infuriated animal entered deep 
h t o  the side of bis victim. The* wounded Iiorse 
now turned to escape in the direction opposite 
tbat whenke this unseen attack had 'come ; but he 
\vas instantly overtaken by the bull, who, dri6ng 
l is  horns into the flnnk and tossing his head, ~ o m -  
pletely overtuined . both horse and fiderb But t b  
fory of the animal watj not yet satisfied. He k t e d  
upon his fallen adversary, and most nnluckily cama 
UPOn tliat - side where Iay tlie entangled pieadori 
trampled him under foot, and drove his horns deep 
into the saddle. The anxiety of the multitude W ~ S  

now at i ta height, and horror was paioted upan 
eveV eountenanee, .The men rose from th*~ 
ben~hes; some of t h  women uttered prayers and 
erO~4@d themselves, whilst su&- aa had infanta 
C I W P ~ ~  them tighter, At this moment the C ~ ~ U ~ O S  

up ~ i t h  their cloaks, and drew tbe bull ta 
another quarter of the lists. It wss for a moment 
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appeared that he had su~kkined no serious injury. 
The horse, being the more prominent object of the 
twir, had attracted tlie c'tiief attention of the bull; 
but a deep rent in the jacket'of t t e  picador showed 
~ O W  niira+ hail been hii es&&& . 

Whilst this ww doing, the first horseman, who 
had turned'the bull,*roile ioind the lists to take 
bis place in the rear of his comrade. His second 
effort io ' turn the bu11 h g  ' succ&sf'l tlian 
before; probably through the f d t  of the horse, 
wllich, being impi?rfectly blinde<l, saw th6 approacll 
of Ilis antagonist, aná, ietre&ted sidewise before 
bim. The laice of his Rder7was f m d  in, and the 

- bull, darting his liorns int* the' side of tlie horse, 
held hiin securely to-the barrier; Tlie no" 
abandoning his lance; cnugllt the top of the b a r h  

- - - -  -and being assisted by people fm'witl iout,  

' drawn over into thi lobby. Thb cliulós sgain di- 
verted the atten tion of tlie bu]{. He r'eleased 
horse, and the wounded b&&, no longier suppOrted 
by the mhrderous* liorns whichs had rendered suP 
port necessiry, staggered &&vise townrds tl'e 
centre of the lists.. At e&& step the blood guslied 
ín -a torrint from beliind hb &ouldir, unti1 he 
motionlesi t6 the 'ea&. The'  saddle and bridle 

, were at once strippid from the circass oftlle Iiorse' 
and' caFRed away to deck'out 'another for the same 
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1 Meantirne tlie second raised his Iiorse 
fram the rrrniind, reach&d the' ~ a d d l e . ~ i t h  the assist- -- - a- - ----z - 

of a chulo, 
-.-- - 

and commenc ied ' tlie 
rnaogled beast around the arena.. 1 felt more for 
tlis jorse than 1 liad. for bis liireling rider, 
wlien trampled beneath the feet of the bulle .He 

/ was a bea;tifully forrned animal, once doubtless 
the pnde of the Prado, and fit to have borne a 
Zegri beneath tlie balcony of his mistress. He 
even yet showed a shadow of Lis former grace, 
and something of bis former ardor ; for thougli bis 
bowels were gushing fiom liis side, and were at 
eaeh instant torn and entangled by the spur of tlk 
pi~aaor, he etill stroggled to obey. In this sad 
condition the peor liarse mnde several times tlle 
"mit of tlie lists, liis bow& getting nearer and 
nearer to the bound, until tliey actually renclied 

i t ,  were diawñ awhile over the dirt, and were at 
length trarnpled upon and torn asiinder by his own 
hoof'se Even 'yet ha coiitinued to- advance, and 
wOuld perhaps bava stood anotlier nttack, had not 
tile andience, baibsrous as it was, interceded in bis 

He was led staggering away, and as the 
gates closed upon him we even lacked the poor 
satisfaction of knowing .that his sufferings were at 

( lists were now and the bull, wander- 
ing about unopposed, carne at length to the spot 
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rooted the ground awhile, he turnéd his iiose high 
into the sir, snuffed the paksing breeze, snd tben, 
having sollght in vain to discover the pasaage by 
which he had entered, made s desperate effurt to 

a - leap the barrier. He was very nearly snecessful; 
bis body for an instant balanced in uncertainty on 

top, and in the next fe11 back into the arena* 
The new hope thus speedily defeated, he belloved 
5x1 a low indistinct tone, and being excited by the 
taunting shout~ which greeted his failure, he fefl 
to wreaking his fury upon thedead body of bis 

, --- _ first victim. 
By fiis time the picadores were again mounted 

and in the lis&; The first horse was forced rouad 
and overtaken in bis fligtt as before, and being 

- - -  - - -  - gored behind fe11 back upon his rider. The chup 
witb their cloaks most opportonely diverted the 
attention of the bull, and the groome hastened t0 

raise the wounded horse, and drsg Iiim out of 
lis$- The thigh-bone of the poor animal Lad been 
either broken or disloatted ; the leg being usele* 

, and dangling behind, he was foreed away uPOn the 
t h e e  which remained O hih. The fate of the 
next. horse was sooner clecided, and ws even 
~hocking. He received a single gore in the be''y; 
the' whole of his bowela af once g ~ ~ h e d  
with an agonized m o a  be ~~mrnenced sdcliing 
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them co~vulSive l~  with his hoof unti1 they .~.ere 
completely &tiingled. The trumpets gave a ~ignal 
f0r.a change in the bloody drama. Hitllerto the 
bu11 alone had been the assailant ; he was now in 
liu hirn to be the sufferer and tbe assailed- Some 
of the chulos having laid aside their ~loaks pro- 
eeeded to arm themselves with banderillas-light 
darts which have barbed point and are adorned. 
with fluttering papem of variegated colors. The 
cliief art in placing &e banderilla is to make the 
bu11 attack. If he do -not, this operation, like the 
final offiee of tha matador, is full of daoger ; for a 
apricious motion of the horns by a cowardly bdl. 
"infinitely more to be dreaded than *e straight- 
formard career of a daro*. The brave bu11 in 

- - -  - 

* A h g l s  instante may show the dangei of attacEng one 
-0f these treacherw m. ~1 Sombrerero-thus munamed 
from ha%g been once a rnaker of liats-ws for some years 
the mmt noted matador in spah. He was once dealing with 
a 

0f fa description, vhen thi animal by an irregular 
carea P- by his ~word, caught him upon liis horns, and, 
'iansfixing him, bore him bleeding mund the arena. He at 
le'& WM disengaged and aken *ff insensible. Nevertheless 
be rmad slowly, md, o a b d ~  enough, forswore his pro- 
fession. But the taste for these spoas, and peeaps extrn~y 
5nt I iOt  to be gratified by th= narrow ea&@ of tt 
hatmha~ &ve him back at-1-t to hia old profession. HHe 
aPPWed @n in the Usy but no longer with his former 

and inrrepdiq. 1 I,W him afterwards in Granada, 
a bfl ~f the aame chhracm as the one which had 

*, hestroTing hhn. Thé eceentric chargea of the . 



eyes at bis antagonist, the'60ndeiillero likewise m 
to meet him, and, directing the darts at each síde 
of bis neck, allowed tlie horns of the animal to pass 

banderillas. With the repetition of tliis torture, 
the bu11 became madder than ever, rubbed Lis neck 

~ against the boards of tl~e ba&r in the. vain hope 
of alleviation-a hope which was set st noiighi by 
bis own ill-direeted exertiohs, or by the malice of 
those in the lobby, who would reach over and force 

. - - - the darts deepei, iintil at Iast tlie perseeuted beast 
b'ounded foaming and f m t i e  abóut the arena- 

The bravery of tlie bull, thoigh f&l to the 1% 
of more than one victih, cm never avail to save 
bis own. Nor can the torments be has s~ffered be 
urged in allevintion of bis The Iaws of 

animal and hia o* fdtedng t b ~ b  reendered simati'* 
most ,critieal, and the sudiencq &d loudy for the other 
matador. This roused him, and a desperate th0ugh wgU. 
aimed thnist Jeft him triumphant. I wondered more that he 
~hould have been &le again to ente+ the arena, than tbat he 
~hould no longer do it ni' hh f m e r  intrepidity* 
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&e 'PIá&k i r e  inexorable. : The corregidor is seen' 
to wave his. Iiandkerchief, the trumpets blow a war-. 

< "  

like blast, for tlie matador. . . ,  . - 

The 'mal who now entered the lists at the sound. 
of tlie trumpet was no other than the principal , 

\ i 
matador of Spain-Mánuel Romero by 'name, if 1 1  
my memory serves me. He was a short man, ex- ! / 
tremely well d d e ,  though inclining to corpulency, ¡ / 
with small :regular features, a keen sufe eye, and' 
S U C ~  an air 6f cold-blooded ferocity as becarne * 

whse business i t  ivas to incur danger and to deal 
death. Tlik dresi of Romeio was that of a majo, , 

cwered with more than the usual qnantity of laca 
afia embroidery : h& hair eombed . backwards, . and 
platted ' into a flat queue, was N surmounted by a- . / 
black kocked-hat. In bis left hand he held a S W O ~ ~ ,  I 

Lidden in the fol& of a banner wbieh was fastened . 

a sliort staff. The of this banner was red, I 

ilee~ened heie and there by the bloody stains of ..' 

former ~ o m b & ~ ,  - 
* /  

Romero did not enter with tlie air of one W ~ O  1 

i k n e ~  own force and Odespised his adversary ; 
' O U S  though he had to hide a fairit heart under á 
areleas brow ; but with a fearleas, determined, yet 
quiet atep. Having approached the ~ O X  of the 

! 
, co"egidor, he took 08 his hat and rnade a low obei- ! 

@ncnee; then returned the salutations whicli greeted 
him from tlle whole circuit" of thc amphitheahb: 

t 

/ 
I- U 

< 
I 
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This done, he threw- his bat away, h s h e d  back a 
few ' hairs. which had- eseaped from the platting of 
his queue, stretched his limba . to éase the elastic 
tightness of his bostume, and then; taking his well- 
kiea iilade from beside; the. banner, displayed a- 
long straight toledano, such as m i s .  once worn by 

Neantime the chulos were occupied in running 
before the bu119 and waving their cloaka in bis eyes, 
in arder to excite his declining ferooity. Ia this 
way the bu11 was entieed towards the spot where 

. tha matador awaited him. The latter holding out 
the han-r, allowed the animal to rush agsinst ib 
seemingly astonished. at. its little opposition. T B  
W W  twice repeited ; but on the &iid time the ma- 
tador held the banner projeeting arross Lis bod~,  
whilst with hieright hsnd extended over the toP 
he - poised and directed the sword. Here is the 
lata- md. most interesting moment of the n>hole 
contest. The multihide once more rise upon the 
benches. All' eyes are. bent upon the glitterí% 
weapon. The bu11 his final career; the 
banner.again givks ;ay before him ; his horns Pa" 
closely. beneath the extended arm of tlle matador? 
hut the sword which he held a moment before is *O 

longer see* has, entered full lengtli beside t6e 
shoulder of the bull, and the , crm. at .the hilt 
alone conspicuous; . . . , _  
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. . 
H&ng receivid his déath blow, it is tia-1 for 

tlie bol1 to fly belloming to -the extremity of the 
' 

arena, and there fa11 and die. But' the 
which had this day sustained the contest SO nobly 
was courageons to the list: 'He continued to rus11 
again and again -with blind fury at tlié maGdor, 
who ea& time receTved* ttie b l o ~  on -bis ~deceptive 
btkkler, laughed scoinfully at the impote* iage-of 
bis victim, &d taIked YO him jestingly. ' The' ad- 
miration of ithe audience tvaS k w  comprete,' . I 

*es, khistling; and the cloud of dust which iose 
from the trampled benches &ingledtwith the''clang 
pf~~rnpets  to proclaim the triuhih df the matador! 

A few more impotent attacks of the b& and ES 
8bength be@n ta pms a* with tLe blood; which 
flowed fast f r d  bis wo~nd; 'ipread itself ovér* bis 

- shoddei, and & bis lkg to 'spriiklti the d k t  
ofthe arena; At length,he &n no loaer  advanee; 
theamotion of his head becomes trehuloiis nnd un- 
8teady: he bows to his fate,- pauses a moment upon 
bis knees, aud then ~ t h  a ~ O W  mban* Bettlis 'iipon 
tbe grobnd. At t& ko&&nl,$ . hhiaerer a 

- C .  . 'C. 

from bebind the barner,'yhere'he had hitherto 
remaha in s6curity.;. He =Úght1 the 'animal by 

1 .  , .., , , 
left horn ;' then - Bixiikg 'd cer&h b l ~ w  with a . 

8hort wide dagger, :he .dme'it. deep. intó. t.be'spine. 
A c ~ f i ~ u ~ i ~ é  ~budder for moinent thrilled over 

u 2 



u , .  

. --y . - 
* ,,' 

f 

. . . 
- -92 A *Y EAR IN SP'A~N; - 

*!he whole h m e  of the victim-in -another -he bad 
passed the agony r , 

At tbia; moment the gates on the. right were 
thrown open, and three mules rushed in, harnessed 
abreast, . and covered. with bells, flags, and feathers. 

bad announeed the entry of bu11 ; trumpets are 
'" Foil'd, bleeding, breathless, furious to the 
: Fuli in the centre stands the buii at bay- 
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*8&ai'n h&rd- at his' depariuré. ' But who can recog- 
nise the iroud beast whi'ch a. few minutes -before 
overtorned .eVery tliing before him in the unresisting . .  . 
&rcass Ghichiel; now sweeps the arena?. ' . . . 
- Scaréely liad tlie gate closed, when the tmmpeta 1 
once more sounded, and a* novillo - embolada, or / 

. . . S 

.young bull with balls on the ends of bis' horns, was 
. 

let into the lis$ to be baited by &e rkged'rábble= i 
NOW begins a most singular scene. The bull, 
hunted by the waving of jackets, cloaks, and man- 
t% purgues and tramples npon one, tosses another ¡ 
into tlie sir, and dragging a third along by he 

' ¡ 

cloak, at length escapes with a portion of the tatters 
I l 

L?ngGg his homs, to the infinite amusement of 
al1 except the sufferer;who, if he be not hurt, i~ 
beset and banged for liis clumsiness by the ragged 
mantles of his companions. 

- -  - 1 had seen enough of this, and was tnrning away , 

" disgnst to leave the am~hitheatre, when 1 W ~ S  

met by the matador Romero, who had concealed 

gala dres~ nnder a capa p d a .  He made at , 

Once towards a pretty girl in a bkck mantilla, who 
sat near me during the whole entertainment. The 
tlourbhes of her fan and the wanton glances of her 
'~lling eye had long since proclaimed the courtezan. 

i 

Having nnfolded his cloak and made bis obeisance, 
Romero presented her with a small iron barb 1 :  
Bhng with a red ribbon. The whole iron was " 1 

i 

. - 
+ 
I 
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stained with - blood, and the. rwon wgs $he .ame 
fatal devioe whieh had fluttered fqm &e. *e& bf 
the last muerto. - . . . * 

cc Pan y toraal-Bread and bu& J". ,exglairns tlle 
philosopher Joviilanos, like the Roman @ old, in 
lamenting the fallen fwtunes of his conntry. The 
Spaniards Lave still their bull-feast; but mhere 
.we look for the spirit of the Cid? 
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NEW CASTILE. 

The Paseo,-The Prado.-The Paseadores.-Madnlenio and 
Madrilenia.-Vehicles and Horsemen.-The Prado on a . 
Feartday.-san Anton.-Beggan-Blind Men.-Lott- 
-Hog Lottery.-An Execution.-La Plazuela de la C* 
bad&-Mode of Execution in Spain,-The Verdugo and - 

Multitude,-Delay.-The Criminals.-Conduct of the - 
Crowd- ' 

~~s-word;tZrn&A is applied by the Spaniards 

, pablic amusements, such as plays, bull-fighbi 
and public promenades. We have already spoken 
0f the theatre and thi-b~ll-f i~hts;  it .rernains to 
take notice- of ,the Paseo, or atated wdk, whihich is - -  - 

taken in Madriij by the mealthy classes, and ' 

On Sundays and festival9 by the whole population. 
There me several public pornenades witliin and 
abo~t  the city, such as the Fli>nda, whieh lies with- 
Out the walls, along the sheltered banks of the 
Manzanares, and the Delicias, whieh, leaving the 
gate of Atocha, passes through a double xow of 
hees unti1 it ieacheg, the canal of Manzanares and. 
V 

harama* This canal was ~ m m e n c e d  by Cliarles) 
''ID with a view to open a water communication 
bbea Madrid &d m e d o .  TO &ct thi- it: 
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was necessary to make (he canal four Ieagues long; 
but first half only has been eompleted, and at 
present, instead of bbeing a source of utility and 
wealth, it only serves to keep up an expensive 
establishment, ~ v h i  ther the roya1 family goes every 
Year two to be drawn a%ng the canal in a 
@ded galley. This establishment is situated at 

the extremity of the Delicias, ánd bears tLe higli- 
sounding name of ~rnbareadero; It has an im- 
posing eotrince or portal, eurmounted by b a k  
barreis, cables, anchors, and al1 the otlier emblems 
of commerce. A number of roya1 rnarines are seen, 

- with' anchor buttons, standihg sentry at the gate; 

nor does there waiit flag-sta& piles ' of shot, o* 

- - . . - m  - - - - -  
" The principal promenade, Iiowever, is the Mes- 
dow, or Prado. This now delightful resort was, 
so late as the last eentury, nothing more than a 
broken and uneven waste, frequented by p~xticians 
or lovers for such d&ds and consultations as re- 
qnired sebreiy. Her&, tia, has been committed 

, many an ait of treaehery, in the unsuspecthg 
fidence inspired by seclusion. For these reasoos 
it is the spot wh&a the Spanish drarnatists and ro- 
mame writers have frerlueitIy laid the scene of 
&@ir inventions ; and jt may very wen be toat often 
tliey .did nó moie thah embellisli iiicidents whidL 



had actually occuried in the' Pradó. Charles 111, 
the most beneficent of Spanish kings; with a view 
to reclairn this place from its state of prostitutioh, 
had it levelled at great expense,:and planted with 
numerous rows of elms and chestnuts, which, being 
artXcially watered, 5000 grew to a noble size. He 
likewise provided it with marbte benches, enlivened 
it with many beatítiful fountains, and, in ahort, 
converted it into the charming resort which is now 
the pride and ple&ure of Madrid, and the-admira- 
tion of al1 Europe. 

The Prádo begins at the neat gnte of ~ e c ~ l e t o s ,  
takes ita course southward, between ~onasteries 

snd palaoes, as fir as the street of Alala, which 
crosses it at riglit angles. The street of Alcala is 
.tlle finest in Madrid; =ay, 1 have even heard i t  

S - callen the finest in Europe. I t  has a gradual de4 
clivity from tiie Puerta del Sol, widening it a p  
proaches the Prado. On eitlier hand are churches,. 
mnventn, public buildings, and pdaces of the gran- 
dees and ambassadors. Crossing the Prado, it once 
more aseendq and is terminated by the triumphal 
arch of Alcala, eiected to commemorate the happy 
a*l of Charles 111. from his kingdom of %les 
t~ receive the mown of Spain; a noble monyment, 
finely dttuated on an &inence, and adorned with 
ten Ionic colurnns, after models left by Michael 
Angelo. I 
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, At the angle. formed by the Prado and the street 
of Alcala is a Iarge .fountain entirely of marble. In 
the centre of the basin a rocky islet emerges out of 
the water, on which is a stately cybele in a chnriot 
drawn by lions. Hence to the street of San Ge- 

run pardel to each other, endose a &de place for 
w a i n g ,  oalled the Saloon, and, immedi;tely beside 
it, the road for oarriages and horsemen. Here 
is a fountain ~urmounted by a colossal statue of 
ApoIlo, whilst below the Four Seasons are b e d -  
fd ly  and appropriately cliaracterized. .0pposite is 
an urifinished monument to the Spaniards who were 
there massacred by the bloody order of Mur& o* 

the famous Dos de Mayo. 7 - -- - - ,"% 

Farther on iq the finest fountain of Madrid. ft 

water wlieels, about tlie pddles of whicb t1le 
real element is thrown off by numerous jets> * 
though it were dashed from the sea. It is 
by two sea-horses, that seem to dash impetuous 

'through the waves. 
Having passed the fountain of Neptve, the road 

. rnakes an nngle to the east, and brin@ you to the 
museum 6f ~tntuary and ,painti-ng, with 
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colonnade foUowing the course of the Prado- Next 
is bomiogardeo, in whicL are ~~Uected  al1 the 
vegetable productions of a khgdom UpQn whichg 
but a few years ago, the sun never'set. In summe* 
a grataitoug . cóurse. of lectures- on botany is dem 
livered here for the benefit of -the públik* Tbe 
garden i's snkounded by m. opeh railing of 
whieh &es to a thousand varied perfumes, ; 
and iather impro~ea th& conceals $he beauties 
which lie withh. Continuifig dong  the Prado, 

come at length to the gate of Atocha, where 
there is another "fine foúntain,' enlivened by the 
~orous_gambol~ of a. triton and, a nereid. Nor 
does the, Prado end here, .bnt, having made a wond 
angle to the east, it terminates only-at the convent 
0f Our Lady of Ato&, for whose h a g e  the pious 
F~rdinand ehoidered the f d o u s  votive petticoat , 
during his exile k d  caPt i~we In this convent 

' 

the bones of the Las Casas, the apostle of 
America, but 'without either monument OT 

" S ~ ~ * ~ n  to mark their resting-place. 
The whole extent af the Prado falle little short 

0f tmo miles. Henee it furnishes such s variety of 
pmmenadea suited to. ;very mood a& every diay 
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"ty 0f priest or friar, the lÓng hat cmte, 
and the longer beard of the capuchin. Here rank 
displays its stars, its' crosses, and i$ ribands; the 
booper rattles his sabre, curk his mustdes, nnd 
atares' fearless'p around birn; and here woman 
s h i k  Out in al¡ her charrni and coqueby. And 
here' it may not be amias to say sometbiag of the 
wornen of Madrid. 

me Madrilmia is ratlier uríder than above fie 
middle sizey 16th a faultless shapq seen to adra- 
tage through the elastic folds sf Ler basquiña Her 
foot is, however, her chief m ; for, not mntent 

- ~6% it8 natural smallnesS and beauty, sbe binds it 
kith IEW~OW bandages of Iinen, so as to reduce ii 
to smaller dimensions, and to give it a finer formb 
m u g h  her complexion be pde, it is never defiled 

- - -  - -  - by rouge. Her teetll are pearly, lips red, eyes fuflj 

black, and glowing ; her step js short and quick9 
yet gracehl; and the reitless play of her hanas 
ams, as she adjusts her mantilla or flutters ber faa, 
is but a just index to the impatient ardor of ber 
temperament. As she moves forward, she lookr 
'%th in uqdisturbed yet pensive eye UPon tbe 
men &at .suri=ound her ; but if you have &e good 
fortiuie to be an acquaintance, her face kindles 
sm'iles, she beams benignantly upon ~ 0 %  and 
turns your sdute with an inviting sbake ofber 
in tok& of Fecognition. .Then, if you have a sOd' 
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her slave for ever. 
Nor are thé men who have been formed and 

fnshioned in su& a school at al1 wanting in ! 
graces. No one, indeed, can be more fitted for 1 
süccegs in female intercourse than the Spaniard; 
for to the polite msiduities of the Freneliman he 

- -  l 
sdds a fervor and passionate devotion that go 

1 
gtraight to the heart of a lady. I t  is this 'show 
of good nnderstandiig between the youthful m- 
liers and dames, the lively sallies and gallant assi- 
duities, but, ab0p.e dl, the soul-subduing looks and 
&nning-salutationq that lend the chief charm t~ 

mncourse of the Prado. , , , 

On this promenada tle women- are generally a* 

dressed in the national costome. : Indeed, tbough 
at balls and tleatres the Parisisn modes are adop ted 
by bighest yet at the Paseo there is no- 
thing but the fan, mantilla, and basquiña. The .. 
rnen toa wear ampla capas or cloaks> which they 
manage with great dexterity, and throw into a thou- 

4 

sand gmceful folds. lndeed in Spain the handling 
of the fan and the wearing of the mantilla with the . b 

"Omens and tlie graceful management of the capa 
mOng the men, are a kind of second nature WW " up with them ; nay, it is even snid that a, 
French womao, with aU l e r  elegante, canno t srrive l 

at graceful wrriage of the mantilla, and that a -- 
m .  
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stranger who should' eover - himself with a.cloak in 
' 

order to pass for a native would thus be most easily 
recognised. The capa is worn in winter to keep 
out the cold, and not unfrequently in summer m 
a shelter from the SUB. Indeed it may rather be 
looked on as a pkrt,tlian'm an appendage of a true 
Spaniard. In cold weather'it is worn with the right 
skirt thrown- over the left slioulder; an important 
action in Spain, which is spe~ia1.1~ expressed by 
the word ernbox:ahe-to cover tlie modth. At the 
theatre, or in mild weather, the cloak is more grace- 
fully carried, by letting i t  hang entirely from the 

_-- 
C~ left slioulder, passing the right skirt across the left 

one, and gathering both up under the left ami, 

leaving the right free and uneinbarrassed. Sucb a 
dark combination of mantilla,. basquiña, and cap3 

- - - * -- -, - . + , . produceg, however, a-  monotony of eoloring over 

the fashionable throng of the Prado. This wns so 
strikiiig to tlie French soldiers when they first 
to Madrid, that they were used to say, that theY 
had a t  length reached a truly catholic city, peopled 
only by mónks and nuns *. . p . 

'2, ' ' The Spaniard derives bis opa from the romantic 
$4 days of the nation, when the seclusion forced upo* 

- the fair by the ;jealousy of fathen nnd of husb@nds 
awakened ingenuity andeve a stimulus'tci intrigue* 



Hence the advantage of a garment whose folds 

. - 

1 
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could conceal, not only the wearer, but even, upon 
emergency, I& mistress. The capa, toa, has often 
lent itself to the purposes of malevolence-has often 
covered the ruthless knife of the assassin. To such 
an extent, indeed, was this evil carried, that in tbe 
last centuiy the use of the capa was forbidden, and 
patrols scourid the streets of tlie capital to make 
prisoners of such as wore it. But the Spaniard . 
could not quit his cloak; a mutiny was the con- 
sequence, and tlie authorities nera compelled to 
yield. It is still universdly worn in Spain, and 
much rniglit be said in favor of its convenience: 
But why should. 1 make the apology of tlie cape, 
since it would be more reasonable to ask whv it ie 

I 
8 

nd worn every wliere? - 

-- Those who make the Paseo - in carriages 
Up and down iii double file between the stseets of 
Alcala and San &ronirno, along the whole extent 
of the Saloon. The intermediate space between 
.tlle two files is reserved for. cavalry officers and 
Young nobility, wh'o take advantage of the assem- 
blage, and the watehful presence of beauty, to S ~ O W  

~ f f t h e  good qualitiea of a horse or their own graceful 
equitation. A company of lancers with gay peni 
n O n ~ ,  OP ~Uirassiem ~ i t l l  glittering breastplates and 
Grecian tielme$, hra alkaya in attendance to en- 
force tlik arrangements, without which there would. 
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be nothing but confosiofi. The vehicles, to the 
number of several Iiundreds, are of every vnriety, 
among which are elegant carriages of the diplo- 
matic corps of the most modern construction, with 
a liveried coachman and Swiss footman, flanked by 
a chasseur with a pair of epaulettes, a hunting- 
sword, and cocked hat surmounted with green fea  
tliers. Most of the carriages, however, are in the 

. old Spanish style, not very different, indeed, from 
the first one used in Spain, by the good, or- good- 
for-notliiog queen Joana the Fooliah. The body 
is square and formal, ornamented in a sort of Chi- 

driven by a superannuri ted postilion, in formidable 
jack-boots atid not, less formidable rocked ?f 

l 
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oil-clotli. .When I looked at  ari eqiiipage of tliis 
kind, 1 could scarce persuade myself that the coacli, 
tlie mules, and the postilion had not existed always, - 

and would not coiitinue for ever to make each clay 
the circuit of tlie Prado. 

Sucli is the- Saloon, and'such tlie Prado. . No- 
thing, indeed, can be finer tlian tlie range of tlie 
eye from the fonn tain of Cybele, oii the afternoon - . 

of a feast day. At your back is tlie gate of Reco- 
letos, standing at tlie extremity of a d ~ u b l e  avenue 
of ,trees; on the right is a '  hill ascending by the I /  
street of Alcala towarrls the Gate of tlie Sun; on I 1 
the-lefq-tlie same strert mnking a second ascent, 
and terrnitiated by the noble nrcli of triumpli. Tlie 

/ !  I 

wliole road is tlironged witli soldiers in varied urii- 
.I / 

forms, and people in pictureSqiie costumes, from ! !  
- th-various -province of Spnin. The Saloon, too, . 1 1  I l 

is thronged to overflowing, wliilst in tlie aistance . u +  

"e partially discovered tlie museum and botariic ' ]  
garden througli tlie vistas of tlie trees; and in tlie 
interval, Neptune, lialf conceded by tlie spray S I  

i 
tllrown up before him, is seen urging liis watery . . ! 
steeds, l ..'.i i 

At such a moment the arrival of the kiiig, Siir- A . V  -.- 
" _  .* . 

"unded by a pageantry scarce equalled by any . 1 

court in Europe, serves to crown the splendor of u : \ 
tlie spectaele. His coming is first annouiiced by 1 t 
.un and trumpet lie passes tlie v$rious giinrd- / " 1 

VOL. 1, X . . 
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. Iiouses wliicli lie in the way, nnd presently by tlie 
. arrival of an avant-courier, who rides forward witli- 

. out looking to eitlier side, in the road which his 
master is to follow. Next comes a squadron of 
young nobles of the body-guard, mounted on beau- 

. tiful liorses from the roya1 stables, which are chiefly 
' of the cast of Aranjuez; nnd irnrnediately after a 
gilded eaniage drawn by six milk-white steeds, 
covered witL plumes, and with manes and tails tlmt 
are full and flowing. They are mounted and con- 

p ,  
, trolled by postilions, riehly dressed in jockey suits 
' of blue and gold. Witllin, the Catholic kiiig is 

- - --y - discovered seated on the right, eonspicuous by bis 

, .  
stars, .bis blue sea$ ond the golden fleece wllich 
dangles from his neek. He' glahces round on tld 
multitude witli a look ¿if mingled apathy and good 

. a - . .  - -  - -  humor, and salutes thern meehanically by putting 
bis hand up towards bis nose and taking it down 
agaín, as though he were brushing the' flies awa5 
At his left is tlie queen, looking toa good for this 
wicked world. Next comes Don Carlos, the heir 
apparent, drawn by six cream-colored horses, more 

' \ .  

beautiful than those of his brother. H e  grins hor- 
ribly through hia red musta&es, and frigfitens those 
whom Iie intended to flatter. Beside him is his 
wife, large coarse wóman, with heavy beetling 
eyebrows. In  tlie third is Don Francisco 
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fourtli the Portiigueza 'with her young son Don p .  . -. - 

Sebastien; after which come some four or fivk car- 
riages, each drawn by six mules, and wóich contain 
the lords and.ladies in attendance. The whole is 

. numerously escorted by cmliers of tlie body-guard, 
and grooms from the royal service. ' Tlie arrival of . 

the royal family, like the passing of the host or the . . 

tolling of tlie angelus, usiially arrests every one in 
tlie situation in whicli it may find him. The line 
between tlie earriages is at once cleared, through - 
tlie exertions of tlie csvalry, and. the veliicles on 

t 

eitlier side pause until-their majesties Lave passed. 
ThS" Gho are walking turn their faces towards 
the road ; tlie gentlenien unroll tlie embozo of their 
cloaks, and b k e  their hats off, wliilst tlie women 
h k e  their fans in pissing salutation. , ' [ 

- .-- In winter -tire Paseo talces place at noun, and I 
; ; 

eontinues unti1 &nner. Iri spring aiid summer it i 

"mmences'at suiset, and i s  iiot eritirely over uutil f 1 i 
"ter rnidniglit ; for tlie S~oniards usually pus tlie 

, I . t 
5 ! /  

siesta of tlia Iiot season in sleep, and theii, Lnviilg r 

dressed thernselves, tliey saliy out. in the evening / 
fresh and biioy&t. 1 wr.as so unfortunate as to . 

1 

I 
leare Madrid just at tlie close of winter, when re- 
turning vegetation denoted the approa. ofa happier 
season. Thus 1 missed tlie pleasure of passing a ' 

l 

Summer>s evening on the Prado. But 1 lieard mucli 
"Pon the subjeet ; for Florencia, wlien slie iirged 

x 2 

I 
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my.longer stoy, dikm a vivid picture of its at- 

traetioris. It appears, tliat in that season the walks 
are carefully sphkled in anticipation; and if it be 
a feast day, the fountains tlirow their waters higlier. 
In tha evening, chairs are placed in readiness, in 

. , wllich the ladies take their seats in circles, and hold 
tlieir tertulias under the trees. Bare-headed boys 
circulate with lighted matches, for the accommoda- 
tion of the srnokers. Aguadores are at hand, with 
water t tat  is fresh arid sparkling. Half-naked 
Valencians offer oranges and pomegranates. Old 
women praise tileir dfblces, or stveetrneats, for whicli 
the Madrileñas have quite a passion, whilst tlie 
aaiters of a neighbouring 8otiZIeria bring ices and 
sherbets to refresh tlie palates af the tlrinty. CM- 
dren are lieard on every side, collected in noisy 
groups, at their pleasant games and pastirnes; wliilst 
the hiimbler crowd seat themselI*es in circles under 
tlie trees, strum their guitars, and tune tlleir voice& 
to make music for a light-heeled couple, who trip 
it gaily in the midst. Meaiitirne, the falliig water! 
of -the neighbouring fountains impart s coolness to 

tlie air, wliich comes perfurned from tlie neighbour- 
ing botanic garden with tlie aromas of every clime, 
and burdened with t l~e  song of the nightingalee 

Who can say enough in praise of the paseo? It 
furnishes an amusemeiit at once delightful and in- 
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exeluded-a school wlere ' tlie public manners are 
softened and refined by social intercourse, and by 
mutual observation ; where families meet families, - 

and friends meet friends, as upon a neutral ground 
-inforrn tliemselves of each, other's affairs, unre- 
strained by ceremonial, and keep intimacy alive, 
without the formalities of visiting. In  tliese de- 
lightful ossociations, persons of pvery rank and 
of every calling forget their exclusive pretensions ; 
wliilst the softer aex, to whom belong tLe attributes 
of modesty and grace, bhish indecoriim, and shed ' 

a charm over the wliole assemblage. . . . 

-1~aaclition to tlie stated daily Paseo upon the 
' Prado, there are in the course of the year at Madrid 

several periodiml ones; puch as when tlie devout- 
go on the day of San Blas to make their prayers at 

- -thé liermi%e of that illustrious saint and bisliop. 
Another takes place on Saint Anthony's day, when- 
al1 tlle world promenades in frorit of the eonvent of 

Antonio-Escolapios, in the street of Hortaleza. 
1 liad the rare fortune to witness tliis spectacle, and, 
mucll as 1 had seen of Spain, it appeared to me 
most singular. 1 t may, perliaps, appear stül more 

to the redder. The fact is, tliat Saint Anthony, 
though a very good msn, was both poor md a ' 
laborere ~ e n e e ,  when beatified by the father of. 
the cllureli, aud pronounccd to be wtually in tlie 
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fruition of .heaven, and .in a situation to .intercede
for sinners, the ' stigma 'of his \vorldly .humility still

clung to him; so .that 'he never became any more

than avulgarsaint, the patron of the commonpeople
· in Spainvto whom he is familiarly 'lm own by the

nicknume oí SantoAnton. . More especiallyis he

· the protector oí farrners, horse-jockeys, muleteers,

mules, and asses, cows,hogs, and horses. Nay, he
is eventhe saint of the sinful sailor, who, when he
has more wind than he wants, and:a rough sea,

. begs Saint Anthony 'to take sorne of it back again;

and if he , has none at all, 'being :a Spaniard and

aware of the efficacyof a' bribe, he 'says, " Sopla!
Impla! Sant Á'!Zton, 'Y 'le dare un ·pez." ." Blow!
blow, .Saint ~ntliuny, and you sha11 have a ~sli!" .

S~infAnthony's day, if 1 remeinoer rightly, falls
sornewhere in .the month of January, In Madrid

i~ was 3: complete feast-day, though 1 believe . a
voluntary one; for in addition to the many pre-

·scribed feasts in Spain, upon which it -is unlawful
to do any labor, there are likewise several when

the people might work if they would; .hut it is so

much harder to work than to let it aIone, that many

. f ollow the Iatter course by preference, or else fall
into it whilst .they are thinking abou] the matter .

. On the present occasion the streets 'of HortaJez a

were early paraded by squadrons of filthy .cela-
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dores», who maintaíned órder amongst -thé throng.
It was not,howe'ver, until .noon that the promenade
of the wealthy commenced, andthen carriages aiJ.d
horsemen were intermingled with the pedestríans,
as we have seen upon the Prado.

.Many ofthose who took part in this function
carne to procure a charro or reeeive a benediction;
more to be amused by the spectacle. Having been
drawn in by a current of devotees, ' 1 was forced to
enter the church door, stumbling over two or three

beggars that strewed the way, and found myself
in a erowd consisting ehiefíy of females, who were
kneeling before atable, at which presided a jolly
friar, muttedng a spell and crossing'.each with a
bone. of .Saiilt ~nth~y. . .M, e~cli rose from . her~

knees, she threw a piece oF mOlley ¡uto a DOx, and
then paSsed to where a .young .L evitesold conse­
crated rosari ésand eharmed scapularies, to hang

about the necks of children; also, .a lame ballad .
in pr~ise .of Saint Anthony. Having gone through
all the motions like the rest, 1 turned to look upon .

th~ massiva walls 'arouÍld me, .which, in addition to

many gIoomy paintings and statues,were every..
where hung with wax models iof arrns, legs, feet,

or habies ;.votive offerings to procure alleviation of



1 

t suffering iii correspondent parts of tlie body-tlic 
cure of a sick cliild, or a happy delivery. 'I'hcse 
wasen oferings form rio inconsiderable item of 
reveriue t u  sucli convents as are noted for mimclcs; 
for wlieii n goori number are nccumulated, they are 
mélted dowri iudiscriminately nnd made iiito can- 
dles, ~*liicli m e  pnid for ~t a guod price on tlie 
ocoarion of a funeral mnss, when tlie eorpse is sur- 

. munded by rvax tapers, ir1 r~umbenr proportionotc 
to the n n k  nnd dipnity of &e decedsed. It w-S 
Iiere, too, if I mistuke not, cLat I saw in a chope1 
tlie picti~re of a nlitül officer iii sword, clapeau, and 

/-- -- - -small clotles, repesen ted as kueeling on the steps 
of tLc snme altar, neur ~vliicl the picture was hnng- 
ing. Getting beliitid .a columna 1 copied tlie fol- 
lowing inscription, wvliicli, for nught I know, may 

- .  - .  --- - - -have-been tnced by one of the Leroes of Tdlgar= 

'' Bf Cupitritc de lia.i;io de la reat armada, DOU 
Be»ito Vivero, lrullondose osigido de tina e~girnte- 
fiad neruoso, ocudio u1 Sniíor y Ziieg~ el oiit'o~c- 
Xrtero, 18 18."-tt Captain Vivero, commander of a 
ship of tlie line in the roya1 navy, being dicted  
witli o nervous disorder, souglit sumur of the Lo& 
iiiid immediately fouud alleviation." 

'rlis is iii .&e interior of tlie convent. On the 
outside tlie heneficent irifluence of &e s~int not 
confiiied to man, hut extended to the whole I~rute 
famiiy, of s&ch Le was' thc pabon. Here a friar - 
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of the order, more rematkable for being well fed 
tlian cleanl y, 'and wlio liad altogether tbe gross and * 

sensual look of a man of this world, qualified with 
a good share of plebeian vulgarity, stood at  n win- . j 1 
dow with a small mop in his Iiand, with which he 

1 1 
1 ,  

1 1  
sprinkled holy water upon sucli as passed A con- 
tinuous string of Iiorses, mules, and asses, defiled 
tIirougli he itreet, pausing iii turn to receive the . 

1 1  
1 ,  

. I I  
geltial shower. Each rider brought a saek of barley, 
ñhich the friar and bis men lifted into the window, i , .  í 
\i.liere it wvas moistened with the holy water, and 1 i 
~ e l l  stirred with a relique of Saint Anthony. It 

-tlim returried: the friar received a pese& + 1 1  i '  

~Lich Le put carefully into the sleeve of bis frock, 
\ 
i 

1 I 

rhilst tLe other party to tbe bargain trotted off i 1 1 

~ n t l  the barley, happy in .tlie assurance tliat h% 1 \ 
- ~ t t l e  miglit now be Vcured of any'maldy, even I 

I 

tliough bewitehed, by adrninistering a Landhil ' of f 

'Ilis conseerated grain. It nras quite amusing to L 

,: i 
S" the different moods in wliicli tlie various animals 2 '  

I 

8 i 
rceeived tlie wholesome applieation. A horse, as C 

be forced up to the window, would rear and , l 

~ l~ lnge  far fear of the friar; a mule would either 
kick O, go sidem*ays, or rub the legs of hii  rider 
a ~ i n ~ t  the wdl, rathei from perverseness than 

but Ja& would busy himself in pickig t 

I 

"1) the fallen grains of his predeeessor, or hold lis 
Iiead down und tnke the sprinkling patiently. 1x1- , < 
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deed, you may do any .thing with an ass, provided 
you do not touch his ears; but this is *a discovery 
which 1 made afterwards in Andalusia. . , . 

. " Most of the people who stood by were amused 

. . ~ 4 t h  this display of monkish jugglery. None, 
however, seemed more sensibIe to the ridii,wle of 
.the. scene than a uoisy crew of boys, who had col- 
lected under the window. Graspingthe iron rejas, 
they clambered up in order to see better, until the 
ill-natured fiar lost at once his patience and self- 
possession, and drove them down by dasliing holy 
water into their eyes.. Thus the boys got for 

-- notliing, .and a few hearty curses into the bargah 
. mhat the muleteers were buying with their pesetss* 

Nor were there wanting otliers who seemed sean- 
dalized and indignant that strangers should witness 

- - - - - this scen6. One. baggard and prosmibect-lo~king 
fellow, with a long beard and a tattered eloak, 
shrugged his shoulders and said to me wit.h energ)', 

v. ,-., * '  , 4L .Estas son toderias EspañolaY.?, These are 
Spanish fooleries !" a 

But the most singular appendage of thisfimcioj~ 
of Saint Anthony was the host of . beggars col- 
lected in front of the convent. On this occasion 1 
recognised many whom 1 had seen at particular 
stands -as 1 made my rambles over the city. De- 
crepit old men and helplegs women, eacli boven*g 

. over an earthen dkh of embers, obstructed wfiy? 
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so that it was difficult to enter the portal'witliout 
treading upon them; an accident which they seemed 
to esteem fortunate, since it wm sure to be fol- 
lowed by remunemtion. . They had forgotten al1 
their every day supplications in the name of Ma~ia  
Santisima del Carmen !- Lu Virgen del Pilar ! or 

. 
. 1 

Santingo ApostoZ!-for now, adapting their song 
to the oceasion, tley begged only for the love of 
Saint Anthony. The generous received the thanks 
of the mendicant, who prayed cc that all might go 
well with him, that he might have health in body 
and in soul, which are the true riches, and finally 
tliat he-miglit be delivered from mortal sin.'' The 
nncharitable were ~narled at by some, and more 
skiIfully rqroached by othem, ~110, wishing to 
maka an impreision upón tliose who carne after; 

- - restrained .their indignation, and pray ed that God 
would bestow malth and honors upon the churl, 
that he might have wherewitb to give to the 
miserable. . . 

There is, perhap,notbing with which the stranger 
is more s h c k  and more offended in Madrid tlian 
with the éxtent of mendicity. There ate, indeed,' 
abundante of Iiospitals and infirmaries, whera the 
Peor of the city rnight al1 be received .and taken 
care of. But they are not subject to eompulsion, 
and such is the cbarm of liberty that many prefer 
to roam about, and dqpend upon the casual cha- 



i i tyof the wayfarer. , Unfortunately tlie facility of 
gaining a subsistence in Spain by L>egging is so 
great, tliat, notwithstanding the national pride, 
many able-bodied men prefer it with al1 its degrada- 
tion to the irksome 'task of 'daily labour. This 
fneility comes in part from the practiees of ,certain 
conseientious Christianq wlio give each day a por- 
tion of tlieir abundance to the poor; some from a 
mistaken sense of piety, others - through remorse 
for evil actions. , The most prominent cause, how- 

-,ever, of this evil is found in tlie distribution of food 
at the gates of cliureliei and eonvents. No sight, 
indeed, can be more degrading than one whicllI 
have often witnessed at  the gate of San Isidro, the . 
churcli and c~llege of the now re-establislied Jesuih 
Tliere, a t  the Iiour of noon, a familiar brings out a 

. copper caldron filled witli soup, which he serves 
round in 'equal portions to each ;f. the liungry crea 
brouglit togetlier by tlie occasion. Should a scram- 
ble take place for preeedence, the familiar soon 
restores order by dashing - the liot soup arnollgst 
them .with. his long iron la¿&. 
' 

R o m  all, these reaqons, Madrid abounds in beg- 
gars. There is not a frequented street or comer in 
the city but is-the habitual stand of some particular 
occupant, and even the charms of the Paseo are toa 

ofteri quolified by tlieir unwelcome intrusion. n e y  
enter boldly into every hoiise wliere tliere is no 



female heart is easily opened by a story of mis- 
fortune. 1 bad occasion to see this in the house- 
where I resided; for the daug11ter of my host, wlien 
she found her door tlius besieged, would be exceed- 
ingly angry for a moment; but if a poor wietcli ' 

stood his ground and grew eloquent, ahe would at  
lengtk30ften, tlie frown would vanish from her 

The successful beggar would tlien kiss tlie gift de- 
voutly, and saywith feeling, as he turned away, 

* 

stands for the beggars. .They collect in tlie morning 1 L 

about the doors and near the holy water, whicli / / 
they take from tlie basin ond offer on tlie ends of ! 1 :  
tlieir fingers, or witli a brush mnde for tlie purpose, : : 

: 
to such as come 'up to mass or to confession. 

! * 

n e s e  poor wretclies have doubtless found from i i  
i i 

ex~erience t h t  tlle most pious are likewise the r i  
/ < I  
I 
i -1 
I !  

1 

A 



sp tem of mendicity, it i s  impossible for liim, if he 
have any eompassion, to m-ove untouched through 
the streets of Madrid-misery assumes so many and 
such painful aspeets, mand one 'is so often solicited 
by tlie old, the infirm, the macerated, nay, 1 had 
almost said, by the dying. .In my winter-morning 
walks down the- street of Alcala, to make n turn 
tllrough the solitgry alleys of the Prado, I ased to 
see a poor emaciated wretcli, who seemed to Iiaiint 
thé sunny side of the street, and seat himself upo~i 
the pavement, rather to be warmed after a long and 
ehilly spent perbaps upon the stones of some 
court-yard, than to beg from tlie few who at 

, tliat eiirly hour. ' Though sinking rapidly into de- 
cay, he was yet a-very young man, scarce tumed 
of twenty; and whilst his red hair 'and fair com- 

- plexion bespoke the native of B i say  or Astumas, 
the military trousers which he wore, unless the 
gift of some charitable trooper, showed tliat lie liad 
been B soldier. When any one passed, l ~ e  would 
stretch out his hand and rnove his lips as if asking 
charity; e but whether Iiis voicé wera gone or t h t  
he was not used to beg, he bever uttered more than 

inarticulate rattle. 1 had several times intended 
to ask a story, which miist doubtless have bee* 
sad one; but ere 1 had done so, the poor fellow 
ceased to return to bis usual '*tand.. The Jast time 
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street, bent nearly double,. and supporting bis un- 
steady steps as he went, witl- a staff in either : 
hand. . 

At the coming out o t  the-O theatre of Principe, a 
little girl, bareheaded and with naked feet, tliough 

- 

in the midst of winter; was in the'habit of patroling 
the street throug1l which the crowd passed. She 
usually finished her night's task by returning home : j 
through O U ~  street, begging as she went. Fre- i 
quently, when 1 had just got into bed, and was yet 1 
shivering with cold,.would 1 hear her shrill and 
piercing voice borne upon the keen wind, and only 

l 

alternated by an oceasional footfall, or by the cry - 
of the sereno' a& he told the hours; cc A esta pobre- 

1 
0 1 

cita para c o m p r ~ í  zapatos; que no Ciene padre: ni I 

madre!"-<c For .thie poor little creature to buy ' 1 1  
1 I 

- .-  loe es; she-has neither father nor motlier !" Many 1 1  
were the contributiois she tlius raised upon the cha- : I 

i 
ritable, but the winter wore away and still slie went 1 
about harefooted, and still she begged for money to .! / 
buy shoes. : i  I 

i 
road from tlie Gate of the Sun to tlie library l I 

wm the habitual stand of a young man, a deaf tnute, 1 :  l 

! ; 
who aat cross-legged in a grny capote, with Iiis hat . . 

before him and a be11 in his hand. The sense of j / t 9 

liis misfortune, of bis complete.se@ar&tioii from the i ! 

of &e human family, seerned to Iiave tinged 
character with .a degree of brutal ferocity; a t  

. i r  
t 
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least sucli was the expression of liis countenance. 
He took tio notice of those whoz,aavé to hirn, biit 

sat al1 day ih one of the coldest streets of tlie eity, 

knew not how to rnodulate them so as to strike a 
tone of supplication, carne harslily upon the ear, 
like nothing so mueh as tlie moans sent fortli by 
the wounded victims of the arena. 

A sturdy wretch, in the garb of Valencia, con- 
stantly infested the Calle Montera, placing liimself 
along the narrow side-walk of fisg-stones reserved 

. for foot passengers. Here he would atretcli Iiim- 
self on his side flat upon the eold pavernent, nitli 

. nothing 'between his head and the stones bid a 
matted macs of uncombed hair and the tatters of a 
handkerclief. His body was rolled in a Lilanket, 

- und a young cliild of a year or two, ei ther his osn 
or liiretl for-e oceasiok, raised its filtl~y Iiead beside 
hirn. But the most disgusting part of the picttlre 
was a diseased and nearly naked leg tlirust out so 
as to cut ofT tlie passage of the walkers, and drive 
them into the middle of tlie street, Tlie inan w* 
well made and able-bodied, and liis sores mpere, 
doubtless, carefully kept from healing, for t h e ~  
constituted the stock in trade-t2ie fortune of the 
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cold, or because its legs were pineLed béneatli the 1 

blanket; whilst '-he wretch himself. shouted in an 
imperati* tone and without the interventimi ofany 

me almq and b e ' d - d  to yoa !" , 

But the most singular instanee of mendicity I 
have ever seen was firnished by a couple whom I 
one day met in tlie Red SaneLuis. .The principal 
personage was a large blind man, whos'e. eyelids 
were turned up ~ n d  fiery, and who carried upon bis 
sboulders a most singular being with an immense 
had-añ<l a pair of thin elastic legs, whieli aere 
curled and twisted round the neck of his companion. 
The fellow overhead carried a bundle of ballads, 
which both.weie singing a t  the top of their lungs. 4 

Bekind theni carne a pt ien t  ass, tied to the girdle 
0f tbe blind man, and loaded witli tlieir effects, as 
thmgh they were .passing throiigli on their 'way to 
80me other place, or were coming to rnake some 

in the capital.: They seemed ta manage ~ R Y ,  

meu, by thus'joinirig their fortuñes; for whilst thé 
blind man effected tLeir locomotion, thk cripple 
sha~ed their coiirse, jesting bi th the other beggdls 
and blind men whom tliey mkt, ánd holding out his 

to rbceive tIie offériog of the clmiiable. Their 
bodies were indeea so twisted and entangled as to 
gire at first the idea of a single being, forrning 

Y 

. f 
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combination almost as monstrous as tlie fabled one 
of the Centaur. 

The most numerous class of rnendicanti in Ma- 
- drid are tbe blind, and theyare also the most worthy 

of pity, since tbeir misfoitune is always involuntary. 
For though we know on .better autliority than 'that 
of Don Guzrnan de Alfarache that beggars will 
sometimes deform their bodies and cuItivate sores, 

wanted to pass from a particular spot to one of the 
dght streeta which discliarge thernselves thers he 
would take his station at the comer, and havi% 

. fdt tlie angle of !he buildíng, and iioticed, as it 
seemed to me, the bearing of the sun and the direc* 
tibn of the wind he would set out and move onward 
with the itmost precision, Ms staff extended More  
him, and the fingers of bis left hand bent ~ i s t f t ~ ~ ~ y ~  
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as if the sensibility of tha wllole . body we- ' con- . . 

centrated in their extremities. Once 1 saw two of 
\ k 

them, who were going in opposite direetions, knock . , . 
tlieir. stsvea togethlr, and meet in tbe middle.' Tbey 
knew each: other; at: once, shook hands cordially, I 
and had a long conversation, doubtless eoncerning 
the gains aud ad~entures of the morning, for they 
are the most garruloiis beings i n  all Spain. This 
over, they eompared tliejr reckonings, .like two 
ships excliangirig their longitudes at sea, iind then 
ment on, eacli arriving exactly a t  liis respective 
destination,, . , 

. - -Blindms is not peculiar to the lower classes in 
the central regiod. of Spain. Many people in tlie 
iniddle and higher. walks of life are thus afñicted, 
and the paseo is daily frequented by tliem leaniiig 

the rirm of á, servant or a friend. 1 was SO niuc11 
sh.uck with tl~e number of the bjinci in Wdrid, M 
to seek a cause fur it in tlle ardent energy of the. 

in this eloudless region, combined with tlle 
naked arid unsLelter&d condition of th country. 
Indeed, though 1 'was not in Madrid in the hot 
season, 1 freqnently found inconveniente to 
Ves, from walking along the smdp r o d s  wliieh 
Surroond the capital. * Peyron, however, in Iiis 
sPightly essays, attnbutes the evil to the intem- 
Perate use gf bleeding among the Spaniards; a 
Practiee which is s m e l y  Iess prevalent now than in 

a 2 



the days of Dr.:Sangrado, a t  least if one may jkdge 
from the number of persons whose busikss it is to 
draw blood; for every street in Spain has its barber, 
and eve j barber bleeds. Peyron tells us tliat it is 
qyitá common to heor a. Spaniard sal, when ques- 
tioned concerning tlie Lealth of a friend, cc Pedro 
was s little unwell yesterday; but he has been bled 
four' times, and is now better." . 

If rank and wealth cantiot avert this affliction, 
neither can they avail when kssociated with youtli 
and beauty. I chanced to meet one evcning at a 
ball in Madrid a lovely girl, searce npened into 
womanhood, wlio was quit'e blind. She was some- 
what under the middle size, with the form of a 
sylpb, ancl features that the uncontrblled pericil of 
the pain ter could scarce have. forméd fairer. Her 
yes, too, did not béar testimony to their own im- 

perfection; but had only a pensive melnclioly sir, 
~ h i c h  the y seemed to borrom from their half-closed 
lids and silken lashes. 1 had from the' first been 
struck with the appearance of this young unfortunate; 
but when I knew her aHiction, rny iuterest was at 
once augmented. .There \&S, indeed, something 
inexpressibly touching in her éoi~dition, as she 

- wandered from room to room, leaning .with con- 
fidence upon the arm *of her mother. How truly 
hard to be thns cut ,off from so many sources O' 

innocent enjoyment 1-to ba insensible t o  tlle bril- 

t 

, . 
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liancy of the' scene around her, to the looks of 
miiigled solicitude and admiration directed towards 
lier by tlie otlier !ex, nay, perhaps, to be even un- 
conscious of her own loveliness ! 

She could, however, at  least Iiear the kind ' ~ o r d s  
addressed to her by lier acquaintance. She could 
appreeiate better than ariy other the excellence of 
the music. Nor did her misfortune exclude her . , 

from tbe dance ; for whenever , the formal move- 
mente of tlie quahille were alternated by the, more 
graceful waltz, elie allowed herself to be conducted 

None, indeed, moved in the circling eddies with 80 \ 
1 

rare a grace ; q d  d e n ,  towards the conclusion, ! 
the time became more rapid, and the feet of the I 

- -dancers. moved -qicker, none spurned the carpet '1 
I 

with so true a step Tliere was a confiding help. 
lessness sbont. this lovely meature more truly 
feminine than anything 1 had yet -seen in woman. 
The walti, too, wliich shb so beautifully bxecuted, j¡ 
seem%d to gain new fascinátion, and iiow, if ever 
d l e d  opon to make its eulogy or to plead in its 

// 
i 
I 

defence, 1 have' a triumpbant argument by saying, E 

it may be danCed by a blind girl. 
In speaking of the amusements of Madrid, gming 

- I 
should not be forgotten, sinee it is there, as through- 
Out the Peninsula, an dl-pervading passion, wliich 
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extends to every age, sex, and condition. . Indeed, 
so general is it, tliat i t  may be said to reacli even 
tlie most destitute; for 1 scarcely ever went into 
the streets of Madrid without seeing groups of 
boys, bbeggars, and ragamuffins, collected in some 
sunny corner, each risking the few cuartos t e  pos- 
sessed in tLe attempt to win those of his companions. 

+ - The most common way of playing, however, is by 
means of tlie lottery, which here, as in many other 
European countries, is an appendage of the state. 
S h e  principal lo tter y, called the Loteda Moderna, 
is divided into twenty-five thousand tickets, whicli 

, - are ~01d a t  two dollars ea&. One fobrth of tlie net 
hmount of fifty thousand dollars, produced by the 
sale of the tickets, is taken off by government to 

pay the expenses of the central adminis tration, arid 

,- - -  --,. of tlie.nurnerous offices established, like the esi?aflco& 
for the sale of tobacco, in every street of the capital, 
and iii every town in the kingdom. The bda?ce 
remaining after these disbursernents forms an 
portant item :"of .the public ,revenue. - There are 
eight hundred and tliirty&ven prizes, t l ~ e  higliest 
being of twelve thousand dollars. The ~ ~ f e f ~ ~  
MoZmm draws at the: end of .ea& month; a tiro 
cumstance which you never fail to be apprised of 
bybthe blind be&gsrs, who Lernble about the doors 
of the lottery offices, or iit tlie priticipal coGer', 

, and fill tlie whola city with uprosr. . The cause of 
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tliis eornmotion is, tliat they learn from tlie keepers 
of tlie lottery what. tickets are still for sale, and, 
selecting two or three at  hazard, get tliem set down 
upon a scrap of paper, and having learned them by 

i 

rote, go forth to cry them in the streets. Nor do - 1 
l 

they fail to mix in arguments of persuasion, wlen I 
~peaking of tlie numbers of their choice. u Twelve 
thousa~d dollars for two,'' say tliey; 4c it draws to- 
morrow, and the day after you may come with your 
stocking and carry away the money, taking care 
that it be not a Valencian stocking-cuidado que 
no sea media de Valencia*!" 
-. --The eloquence and the wit of these blind men, 
though it  may sometimes fail, is often effectual. I 
have frequentl~ seen a man, after passing. the lot- - 

tery-office reeolutely, pause to listen to the cry of 
- -- - the blind -man, and seem to reasoxí with himself. 

I 

been uniformly unfortunate, he meditatea a moment 

beggar a real; for this handling the: paper and 
crying the numbers by tlie poor is thought to give 

' 

luck : then swearing tliat it i s  tlie last time, he un- 
folds his cloak, takes out his purse, and enters the 

* The reader wii l  remember that thc atocking of a Va- 
le*cian pemnt is without a foot. 
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bffice. In tliis way the winners and Iorers, fiom 
r ,  

r : the inost opposite motives, fa11 upon the same 
! ! course. Now the whole population of Madrid may 
t t  be divided into winners and Iosers. 1 saw some- 

i 
I tliing of  tlie operation of tl~is systern iñ my omn 

" f 
f liouse ; for Don Valen tin, though ' strictly economi- 

' 1 ;  
' I -  cal, nay, more dian lialf a miser, was ir1 the constant 

.: 1 priictice of setting aside a portion of t l~e  little gains 
k f ! I  + i of each motitli for tlie purcliase of lottery-ticketi. 

, r# His manner of betting, ttoo, was most extmordinary; 
4 ( for Iie alkvays bouglit quarters, and would thus I! 

r' : spread four dollars over eight tickets. It was im- 
--- - 

- posible to convince him of the folly of this course, 
i 

i ! inrtcli less could Le be persuaded to Lave notliing 
! to do with tlie matter. He used always toanswer, 
I 

that he had no longer iny hopes but in &be lottery; 
- - - ---- and if Florencia asked Lim good Iiumoredly for 

dowry, he wvould pat her on the clieek-for, thougb 
ugly and oneeyed, lié was y i t  af'fectionate-and 
say, a En la lnteria esta hija rrrio!'-« It is in 
lottery, rny daugliter ln Nor -m the girl herself 
free from the general infection;. for if she ever got 
any money, the first tliing was to b i j  a pair of silk 
atockings or spaigled sloes, and then the rest took 
tlie road to tlié lottery. 

As for tlie drawiug, it takes place in s large 
of tlie Ayuntarniet~lo, dedicated on other oc&ons 
to tlie purposes of justice. At orie end is a s m e  





drnw prizes; ond I even heard tLat once suc11 r 
number of prizes were dmwn, that tlie avdls of tlie 
ticketa ~ o l d  mould not pay tliem, especially as tlie 
foiuth part Lad been appropriated in anticipation 
by tlie government, mhicli is often in distress for 

, , f  the smdest  surns, Xn tliis critica1 state of affairs 
it was somehow contrived to overturn the globe 
and ~pi l l  the remsining- tickets, when tlie func- 
tionaries insisted that tlie whole lottery should be 
drawn over sgain. TLe high rank of the presiding 
dignitary renders this story improbable, so far, at 

leas& as it cliarges Lim with dishonest intentionq 
but it at al1 events indicates tlle eurrent of p ~ b l i ~  

. The portion of tlie roorn not ocmipied by 
lottery was open for the admission of spectatoni 

- among whom 1 took a place on one occasion. Im- 
.mediately in fron t of the dais was a small endo~ure, 
sepmted from the rest by a light r+iling, and P** 
vided with benclies, wheie the women were amm- 
modated as in a pubüc pound. They fame in I W  
numbers, composed for the most part of - &e 
the. old, and the ugly. In tbe rear was a pmmirr 
cuous collection of men, some well dressed, mO'( 
iagged, but nearly all with &e man and blmdle' 
look 'of tha gsrnbler, 8, indeed, you except 
priests in their long hats and gloomy gamenR 
~110,  secure against tLe griping hand of poverw 
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seemed rather to play for amusement than as if I 
engaged in a struggle for existente. Most of the L 

i 

speetators were furnished with psper and ~encil ,  or 
an inkhorn hanging ht the button, to take note of 
the nurnbehs which were drawn. Nor shorild the . ¡ I 
provisions for maintaining order be forgotten. 1 
They consisted of a file of grenadieis of the G u o r d h  1 
Españolos, who stood like statues round the circuit I 

I 

of the hall, with shouldered arms and fixed bayoneta l 

When the drawing had commenced, it was a ! 
singular scene to watch the ever-varying coun- ! 

I 

tenaces of the gamesters. On* hedng  the first i 
i 

threeor four numbers of his ticket, tlie face of one 
I 
I 

of tliem would suddenly brighten ; he would stretch 
\ 
t 

bis neck forward anxiously, and prick bis ears with i 
i 

expectation. But if the result <lid not meet h i ~  I 

-hopes, if &e last number were the mrong one, tbe 
expression changed, and he slunk back to hida his I 

! 

disappointment. If, Lowever, tlie number were , 

indeed perfect, fortune was irow witlin bis reach, 
j 

and bis hopes knew no bounds. Did the prize, ! 
&fte.fter all, prove an inferior one, he bit his lipq and 

1 
t 

"emed vexed at tLe boy for baving made so poor 

I 

1 
I 
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r ':' 
e l 1  kye wanhered over the eoup, pausing now on the 

t&!! :ifsi , .  , priests, the soIdiers, the women, the well-dressed, 
pt: 3 
, ;$ 

a tlie ragged, tlie officers of the lottery, the richly 
1:; . clad representative of royalty, until at last it fixed 

!'] 
'2 :1!3 itielf th6 irnage 6f hirn who was made from 

$2 Iiis cross to look down upon and sanction the scene 
. C "  

d i  3 -the martyred founder of Christianity ! . 
;a!%; 

;?l II S! : It were a gratuitous task to say any thing of the 

?;? 2 

vice of this system; of the loss of rnoney ánd of 

,( 
time which it occasions, priocipally to those who 

d ;_1 can least afford to lose -either; .of the sustenance it 
@ves to a vile and worthless erew of blood-suckers 

---- 
r who prey upon tlie vitals of the. community, or, 

l ! :  
; W O ~ S ~  of all, of the baneful effects i t  must necessa- 
:$ rily produie upon the public morals. These are 
41 

- truths whicli are présent to every mind. 
- - .- - - - - . - . . But before quitting this iubject it may be well 

to giv'e somiaccoun t of a minor lottery whicli 
in Madrid, and which msy be ~Onsidered a miniature 
if the Zo~otiiiá Modenta, inasmuch as tlie ticket& 
instead of selling. for twb dollars; Cost but as manY 

" C 

cuartos. This is the Hog Lottery. - I t  is held at 

one corner of the '~ i ier ta  del Sol, opposite the 
church of Buen Suceso. There, a m e r n o r ~ ~ f ~ ~ s ~ ~  
has his little~pe~t-house, plaCed against the wall of 
tlie cbriei shop, and on the business of 
selling the tiekets. . As thi memorialiste is a very 
important personage in Spain, it rnay not be amiss 
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he bears the same relation that a tortoise does to 
its shell, Mrhich -may be moved oboiit with liim a6 

pkasure, and wliich he is allowed i'or a trifle to set 

memorialistas are by no means such transitory beings 
as this facility of locomotion might imply. Indeed, 
to look mane of them eeated in his little tenement, 
half hidden under irn old cocked hat and black cloak 
as thin as a cobweb, and busily ehployed informing 
antique cllaracters upon Moorisli paper, with a pen 

- old enoug11.t~ have served Cide Hame te Beriengeli 
in writing the life and actions of ~ ' o n  Quixote, and 
ever and anon pusing and placing his pen over the ' 

"ght ear, whilst he warrns his fingere or lights bfs 
cigarillo at tlie chafing-dish of charcoal beside liim 
-when one sees this, I say, he can scarce believe 

I I 

that the memoriialists has not been thus occupied 
for at lemt a century. , - 

The most fiequented stand of these humble 
s~fibes is in the rear - of the Caía de Correos. 
Here they are ready throughout the day tó do 
~liatever may be required of tl~ern, more especially 
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to expound letters just received by the post, and to 
indite answers for sucli unlearned persona as ean 
neither read nor write, a class sufficiently numerous 
in Spain. Tliey also muster in force about the 
purlieus of the palace to draw up petitions for those 
who have business with the king, his ministers, or 

with the servants of his houseliold. In trutli, the 
memorialista is indispensable in Spain, for no busi- 
ness of any kind can be done there without &e in- 
tervention of a memorial, or as it is more frequently 
called in the diminutive, with a view perhaps to 
show the modesty of the supplicant, a memorialitod 

T o  return to the Gate of tlie Sun, whence we 
bave SO unwittingly wandered; the rnemorialigta in 
question WW, like the rest of his fraternity, a 

tlireadbare, half-starved mao, who sat al1 day in 
- homble penthouse, selling the tickets of tlie hog- 

lottery. He always looked cold and torpid in the 
morning, thawing gradually towarde noon, when 
the aun got from behind tlie portal of Buen Suceso* 
It wss then, too, tliat tLe idle frequenters of the 
Gate of the Sun began to gather roÚnd him, either 
to take tickets or to p i s e  the good qualities 
of the hog, who reposed upon straw in a second 
shkd beside that of his master. Tliis they miglit 
well do, for the animal was always a ch¿he me* 
In fact, the breed of hogs in Spain is the finest in 
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found in Afiica, whence they carne, for auglit 1 
know, tliougli Mahomet was no ~ork-eater at tlie, 
time of the conquest. The hog cliosen as a subject .. 
for the lottery wris always black without any liair, 
and enorrnously fat, having dimples in every direc- 
tion, sucll as are to be found aborit the neck and 
chin of man y a u stout gentleman." His legs were 
short, thin, and sioewy, with a weU-made hend and 

The price of tickets in the hog-lottery is such m 
to exclude no one, however poor, so that everi the 

already seen, fare better in Spain tlian tbe rest of 
the beggarly fraternity. When one of these liip- 
poned to pass througli tlie Gate of the  SU^, lie 

- almost alftiays-~eat towards tlie lottery, winding 
bis way dexterously through the crowd unti1 he 
"aclied the hog-pen. He would tlien feel round 
with bis staff for the occripant, and when lie had 
reconnoitred hirn s~ffieiently, - straightway give 
him a poke under the shoulder, toStry if Iie squealed I; 
Weu; for these poor fellows have a tliousand 

i' 
I 

WaYs of finding out things that we know notliing : 

about. If tLe r d t  answered 6is expectations, * . 
he carne up behind and scratched him,' ticlcled 

ribs, and then twisted bis tail iintil he squealed 
lo~der than ever. This done, to yacify tiie irri- II E 

, 

t 
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;" " .  tated and now clarnorous memorialista;. he' would 

. go at  once and select a numljer af tickets;' When 
al1 are thus sold, the lottery draw; with proper so-' 
lemnity, ánd the succeessful @iyer, yell consoled 

+ for the jokes and gibes of the disappointed multi- 
tude, moves off in triumph with his 'prize. 

1 have been thus particular in describing these 
tlings, because any new information on tlie subject 

+ &not be otherwise than well received in a land 
where lottenes come in for so larke a share of the 
public approbation. W e  have already dnily invita- 
tions, in lame 'prose and lamer poetry, to come at 

__- -- ,once and be wealthy; nay, fortune, in her gayest 
garb, i8 seen in every street, making public proffers 
of her favors. The system- slioiuld be carriéd to 
perfection. There should be a hog lottery esta- 
blished atz every comer, in order that tlie matter 
may be brought more completely home to tlie 
means and understanding-of the vulgar. 

TLere was yet another speeLcle, wl~ich 1 wit- 
nessed in Madrid. It was one of deep and painful 
interest-the capital punishrnelit of two noted rob- 
bers. The ~ i a r i o  of tLe morning on wliich it was 

' 

to take place eontained a .  sliort notice that tlle 

proper authorities- would proceed to put to &ath 
two evil doers, each of wbom was called by two Or 

three different names,' at ten o'clock, in the place 
of Barley-Plazuela de la Cebada. 1 had a1ready 



béen a speetator of a similar scene, and +e feeling 
.of oppression and abasement, of iitter disgust, with 

- which 1 carne from it, was such as to make me form 
a tacit resolution never to be present at  anotlier. - 

As I glanced over the Diario on the morning of 
&e execntion, the recollection of what 1 had seen 
and felt a .few months before in Montpelier m 
still fresh in my memory; but when I turned to 
refleit tbat 1 was in a strange land, a land which 1 
niglit never revisit, that a scene of such powerful 
exciternent could not fail to elicit the unrestrained 
feelings of the multitude, and to bring tlie nationd 
character iiito strong relief, I made up my mind-$0 
be present on tlie oecasion, and to overcome, or a,t 
leat  to stifle, my repiignaxce. - 

With this intention I went just before-ten to the 

whence tlie eriminals were to be marched to the 
place of execution. There was a company of 1.n~ 
fantry of the Guard drawn iip on the square before 
tlle prison, ready to act as an escort, and a crowd 
~f people waiting witliout; but as tliere were no 
immediate indimtiong of a movernent, 1 struck at 
Once ipto. the street of Toledo, and directed m y  6 

, 

s t e ~ s  towards the Plazuela de la Cebada. 
The Plazuela de la Cebada is, on ordinary 04 

"ions, one of tlie principal markets of Madrid. 
In the centre is a fountain in representa-on of 


