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them, he was sly, mischievous, and spiteful, and 
would invite my caresses by rubbing his back 
against my leg, or playing with the tails of my eoat, 
-only when he wished to share my dinner or be al- 
lowed to warm Limself on tlie brasero. 

Of my own mode of life and occupations in Ma- 
drid i t  is unnecessary tu speak, since tliey liad little 
.eonnexion with the customs of the country. It 
may, however, be proper to say something of tlle 
city and of tlie public spectacles aiid amusements, 
which have so much tu do wi th forming, as well as 
elucidating, the manners and character of a nation. 
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CHAPTER VI. i . . 

' NEW CASTILE* . 

Kingdom of ~astüe-~ituation and Climate of Madrid.-Its 
History.-General Description of the City.-The five roya1 , 

Palacm-Piaees of pubh Worship.-Musem of Pnioting. 
-Academy of ,San, Fernando.-Bluseum of Armo=-Cha- 
Stsble and Scientific 1nstitutions.-Royal Library. 

Nrrw CASTILE occupies the centre of tlie Penin- 
sula, and is enclosed on every side by the kingdoms 
.of-k~~agon, Old ~a&ile, Cordova, Jaen, Murcia, i 

and Valencia. It is subdivided into the provinees 
of Madrid, ~badalaxara, Cuenca, Toledo, and La 
Mancha. Its surfaee consists chiefly of elevated . 

l 

- -- plains,. intersected by ,lofty mountains, notwith- 
' 

I 

standing wliicli its rivers are fem and ineoosider- 
a&; and as it rains seldom, the country frequently 
suffers from drought, partieularly in La Mancha, .. 

i ¡ where the potable water ii of very bad quality. 
The cold is often severe in winter in New C d e ,  i(i 

1 

especially in Cuenea; but tlie air is very pure and . i 
tlie climate healthy. Thia kingdom possekses mines " i 
0f calamine at Riopm, i i  La Manclia, aria o f  quick- i 
silver at Almaden, in the same province,. and near i 

1, 
tLe celebrated shrine of our Lady of Guadalupe. 

- I 
The mines of Alrnaden produce annually twenty 1 
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thousand quintals of this precious mineral, The 
mountains of New Castile supply tlie inhabidnts of 
the plains with- cliarcoal for fuel, and are covered 
with noble trees, 'suitable for sliip-building. They 
likewise afford pasture to horses, cows, mules, and 
swine, and . . to large floeks of wandering merinos, 
which come in summer from the warmer plains and 
valleys, to crop tlieir tender Lerbage. The leve1 re- 
gions produce wheat and wirie of excellent quality; 
aome oil, honey, saffron ; a plant called alazor, use- 
ful in dying; and sumach, barilla, and glasswort* 
Witli the exception of manufactures of cloth at 
~uadalaxara, of silk at ~ i l e d o  and Talavera, and 
such rude fabrics as are necessary for domestic use, 
New Castile possesses no industry *. 

- - - < . - - a -  
The city of Madrid is t l ~ e  capital of & Castile, 

as of the whole Spanish empire. It is situated 
upon tlie left bank of tlie small stream of Manza- 
liares, on several sandy hills, wliich form tlie last 
declivi ty of tlie mountains of Guadarrama. 11 
stands in latitude forty nortb, at an elevation of 
~ W O  thousnnd feet above the leve1 of tlie sea, ánd 
almost rnathematically in the centre of the Penin- 
sula It is tlie highest capital of Europe; for its 
elevation is fifteen times as great as tliat of Pans, 
and nearly twice that of Geneva. "The neighbour- 

P 

". Antillon. . . 

. I 
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into an infinite succession of missliapen hills, so 
tliat, although there are near two hundred villages 
in the vicinity of the capital, not more than tour or. 
five can ever be discovered a t  once, Tbe soil is of 
a dry and barren nature, producing nothing but 
wheat, whicli yields only ten for one, but ~ h i c h  is 

' 

very sweet and of excellent quality. Madrid has 
no immediate environs, no country seata uf the rich 
inhabitants, none of tbose deliglitful little colonies 1 

which are usually.found clustering round the. walls 
1 

f 
of a great city, aiid which combine tlie conveniente 
=da town residence with the enjoyrnenb of rural 
life. ,If you wander a hundred yards from the gata 
of Madrid, you seem to have taken leave- of civili- 
zation and the haunts of men. Nor are tliere any 

- - -forests or orehards to make up for the absence of 
inliabitants, if indeed you except the valley of the- 
Manzanares, and to the east a few scattenng olive- 
trees, as sad and gloomy in appearance as tlieir 
owners, the monkish inmates of San Geronirno and 
Atocha I n  former times, however; the country 'i 
about Madrid was covered with forests, aboundiiig ' ! 

, , i  
in wild boars a id  benrs; and henea it is that tlie 
c i t ~  derives its arms of a bear rampant, with Iiis 
fore P ~ W S  resting against a tree. .The total disap- 
Pearance of these foreets ean be accounted for only 

II 

i 
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. by that singular prejudice of the Castilians wliicli 
Las already been noticed. 

The climate of Madrid, though subject to great 
variation, is, nevertheless, healthful, and has erTer 
been a stranger to epidemic diseases. 1-ts sky is 
almost always transparent and cloudless, and its air 
so pure, that the earcasses of eats and dogs, wbich 
are often allowed to remain in the stieets, dry up 
beneath the ardent sun with scarce any signs of 
putrefaction. T l ~ e  ordinary extremes of tempera- 
ture in Madrid are ninety of Fahrenheit in sum- 
mer, and thirty-two in winter; but there is scarcely 
a yenr that the thermorneter does not rise above a 
hundred, and fdl below fourteen ; for, though the 
inelined position of the city facilitates its ventila- 
tion, i t  likewise exposes it more fully to the un- 
intercepted rays of a powerful sun; nnd in winter 
tlie neighbouring mountsins of Guadarrama s e d  
down from tlieir snowy reservoirs such keen breezes, 
that perhaps in few places is the cold more piilch- 
ing tlian in Madrid. This waa espeeially the a s e  

dunng the winter 1 resided there, wliich vm 
the most inclement that has been known in Eu- 
rope for many years. Severa1 sentinels at the 
roya1 .palaee. were frozen on their posts along the 
parapet in front,.overlooking the mvine of the 
zanares, down whicli the nortli-west winds deseend 
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with aeeumulsted violente. Two soldiers of the- 
$wiss brigade wkre among the nwnber ; and though 
the? were relieved at sliort intervals, and might 
have been. supposed no strangers to cold in their 
own Alpine eountry, they were nevertheless found 
in their sentry-boxes stiff and lifeless. severa1 
washerwomen, too, going as usual to the Manza- 
nares-for, béing p o r ,  they could not well lie by 
for tbe weather-were overtaken by a similar cala- 
mity; so that the poliee was obliged to place sen- 
tinels to prevent others from pursuing their ordinary 
occupation. 
1 have said tliat the climate of Madrid was health- 

fui in the extreme. ~ h i s ,  however, like every ge- 
neral rule, has its exception. Tliere is in winter 
a prevailing disease, mlled pul~onia, a kind of pleu- 

- -- nsy, whieh earries off the healthiest people, after 
four or five days9 illness. 1 was one evening, in 
f l ~  month of November, a t  the house of a marquis, 
a very fat man, who in his early days hnd been an 
ofiicer in the navy, and had even made six weeks' 
cruize in a gwirda-~osta. Though he liad retired ' 
to Madrid, decorated with a variety of crosses, to 

up01i tlie income of extensive eatates wbich 
Le Possesried in Murcia, his tastes were still alto- 
gether naval, and bis rooms were hung round with 
plans of ships, dry-doeks, and sea-figlits. ' A short 
time after, met him in tlie Puerta del Sol, as fat 
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and ~miling as ever; but at tlie end of three days. I * 

was told that he was ill ofa pulmonia ; on the fourtli 
he received the viaticum and extreme unction; and 
the nest day tlie poor marquis was no more. This 
was not a solitary case; for during th6 months of 
Novexnber and Decernber tbis disease carried off its 
bndreds in a week. The Madrileños have a mor- 
tal dread of a still eold air which comes quietly down 
from the mountains, and which, they say, c6  Mata 
un homh~e, y no apagu una Zuz,"-<< kills a man, 
and does not put out a candle? In sueli weatlier 
you see every man holding the corner of his cloak 
or a pocket-handkerchief to his mouth, and hurrying 

Such are the eituation an<l &mate of Madrid. 
AS for its antiquity, the pRde of its inhabimlg 
would carry us back to a period anterior to 
foundation of Rorne, when some foolish Greeks 
carne, passing over tlie fair regions of ~ n d a l u ~ ~ ~  
or Valencia, to found in this clieerless  ast te, 
among the sairage Carpitanians, a eiv to which e 
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tliey gave tlie name of Mantua. If such were in- 
deed the case, tliese colonists could only have been 
mernbers of some Stoic seet, whose cliief ambition 
it was to reject easa and comfort for self-denial and 
mortification. The first mention that is any where 
found in history of Maclrid is in the tenth'century, . 

two hundFad and twenty-fivc years after the Moorish 
invasion, wlien Don Ramiro II., king of Leon, fdl 
npon the Moors of the town of Magerit, entered 
tlie place by force of arms, threw down its walls, 
and co6mitted all sorts of ravages. Hence, i t  pro- i 

i 

bably owes its foundation to tlie Moors. t 

.-Don Enrique 111. was tlie first lcing of Castile 
proclaimed in Madrid. Tlie court continued still 
to fluctuate between Valladolid and Madrid, uiitil 
the aceessinn of Philip II., who finally settled it 
in tlie latter.place, wliere it has remained ever since, 
mith little interruption. He is said to Iiave been 
chiefly attraeted by the mlubrity of its climate, the 
eñcellence of tlie water, and tlie vicinity of the moun- 
bins of Guadarnima, which furnislied abundanee of 

. &Fame. At tlie same time, tlie principal nobles re- 



206 A YEAR IN SPAIN. 
I 
! to bear testimony to another' age of squandered 
I 
j wealth and mistaken piety. , . .. - ,  . 
< 

! 
Notwithstanding the civil wars which dihturbed 

the accession of Philip V. to t t e  throne,. he found 4 

1 ,  
means to increase and embellish the .capital, by 
establishirig the royal library ánil'various academies. 

1 He constructed the bridge of Toledo, and com- 
menced the building of the palace. But i t  is to 

. Charles 111. that Madrid owes al1 its present mag- 
iíificence. Under his care tlie royal palace was 
finished, the noble gates of Alcala and San Vin- 

rP --- 
cente were raised ; tlie custom-house, tlie post- 
office, the museum, knd royal printing-office were 
constructed ; the academy of the three noble arb 
improved ; the eabinet of natural history, thé botanic 
garden, the national bank of San Carlos, and many 

- - -  m -  - gratoitobs schools eskblislied ; while convenient C 

roads l e i d i 6 -  from tlie eity, and delightful walks 
planted within and without it, and adorned by 
statues an& fountains, combine to aniiounce tbe 
solicitude of tliis paternal king. In tlie unwortlly 
reign of Charles IV., -of his wicked queen, and of 
Godoy, Madr idms the scene of every tLing that 
was base and degrading, until the nation, wearied 
of sucli an ignominious yoke, proclairned ~erdina~ld 
VII .  a t  Aranjuez, and the populace testified tlleir 
joy by plundering the palace of the Prince of Peace* 
Very soon after his accession Ferdinand left Madrid 
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on bis infatuated journey to Bayonne, and Murat 
took possession of the city at  the head of thirty 
thousand Frencli. Tlie occasion of the departure 
of tlie remaining members of tbe roya1 family for 
Rayonne first gave vent to the indignation of the 
Madrileños. The gallant partisans, Daoiz and 
Velarde, turned two pieces of cannon upon tlie 
usurpers, and fe11 gloriously in the cause of their 
country, whilst the populace, rushing forth with 
their knives, assassinated the defe~iceless French 
wherever they met thern. The vengeance of Murat . 

terrible. Sending patroles into every street, 
he seized al1 such as were found with kuives, drove 

+ / t h m  into %ha neiglibourhood of tlie Retiro, and 
, fired upon tliem by volleys. Tbis is tlie celebrated 

Dos de Mayoy second of May. The news of the 
atmcity spread like wildfire throughout &e Penin- 
"la. The Spaniar& flew to arms, and the war of 
independence was ~~mmenced.  After the shedding 
of riven of blood, and the loss of hu~idreds of thou- 
sands of lives, Ferdinand at length returned to bis 
capitd, to which he wag chiefiy restored by the 
fierce energies of his subjeets. 

Such are some of tlle events of wliich Madrid 
been the tlieatre. When the stranger, newly 

arrired ~ i t h i n  its walls looks round i seareh of 
local advanbkes whi& led to its foundation, he 

is at a 10ss to rorieeive how it should have become 



I 
i a great city. The aurrounding 'countryis so ' little 
I adapted to pastoral and agricultura1 pursuits, that 
i 
l butcher's meat, and fruits, and almost al1 the neces- 
i earies of life, are brought from the extremities of 

I t*he kingdom. Thus, supplies of fish come on the 

i X backs of mules from the Atlantic and Mediterranean, 
cattle from Asturias and Gallicia, and fruit from 
the distant orchards of Andalusia and Valencia. 
With these disadvaritages, manufactures can never 
flourisli in Madrid ; and as to commerce, tlie moun- 
tainv which forrn its barrier on the north and west 
check its communications with lialf the Peninsula; 

_---- 
- whilst tlie inconsiderable stream of Manzanares 

J furnishes no facilities of transportation ; none of 
any sort, indeed, except supplying water to accom- 
modate the washerwomen. 

- -  - -  i - Tliough accident or caprice have alone given 
existente to Madrid, nnd though a eity thus raised 

- to wealth and power must necessarily relapse into 
iosignificance when tbe interests of the whole, and 
not the will of one, sliali govern tlie concerns of 
Spain, yetrit is not tlie less a great citp I t  is 
nearly eight miles in circumference, of square figure, 
and contains a population of one hundred and fifty 
thousand inliabitants, living ín eight thousand 

' houses; SO that there are about eighteen persons to 
a house, eaeh house containing, in general, as many 
families as.floors. Madrid hae one hundred md 
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forty-sir temples for .worship, including collegiate- 
and parish churches, convents, beaterios, aratories,. 
chapels, and hermitages. Among this number are' 

1 
- I 

sixty-two convents for monks and nuns. It has; . '  f .  
besides, 'eighteen hospitals, large and small, thir- 

I 

teen colleges, fifteen academies, four public libra- 
- I 

. f 
des, six prisons, fifteen gates of granite, eighty-five 

< 

I '  : 8 

squares and places, and fifty public fountains which / 
'1 

~upply the inbabitants with delightfd water brought 1 
from mountain springs tliirty miles from the city. ! 

! The water is conveyed from the fountains to the . 

houses of the inhabitants by several thousand Gd- 
legos and Asturians, who are the exclusive water- f 

i 
, -&ariiers.- Indeed,. a Gallego who has established 1 

I 

an extensive custom, wlien he has made a little .' 

fortune of two or three hundred dollars, d e r e w i t h  . . 
to retire to bis hative mountains and rear a family, . 1 ,  

-.-e has the-privilLge either of selli'ng his business or of 1 
bequeathing it gratiiitously to a relative. TO lay i 

! 
UP money on their scanty earnings of course re-. ' 

I tlie most narrow economy. Accordingly, ; 
find tliern doing menial offieeli for a family, for the I 

&ke of deeping on the entry paveient, ?r else 1 
clubbing together, a dozen i r  twenty, to hire a little . . \  

in the attic. As' for their food, .tliey buy it at 1 
a iaberrra, or from old women who keep little porto 

kitchens, or mther furnaces, at' the coriers, and 
(?ither,eat it on the spot, or seated on their water- 

VOL, 1, P 
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1 keg% about the f~untaiis  ;'. two br thtei mesiing to- 

1 a 

getlier, and helping themselves with woodkn spoons 
1 ' .  frpm the same eartben vessel. Others there are, whq 

instead of carrying water for domestic use, parade 
the streets, taking due a r e  not to infringe the 

' domain of a brother, and sell it by the glassful to 
those who pass. They carry simply an earthen jar, 
suspended beliind thhe back by a leathern sling. 
The mouth of the jar has a cork with two reeh;  
one to allow the water to pass out, the other to 
admit the air. When asked. for water, they take a 
glass from the basket on their left arm, and stoop- 

__--- - ing forward fill it with great dexterity. They do 
hot wait, Iiowever, for.the thirsty to find them out, 
but deafen one with- cries in badly pronounced. 
Spanish of-;<c Agua! Agua fresca! . Que a h ~  

- mismo viene de la &ente ! Quien M e ,  sefimes 8 - - " v  

Quien bebe?" (< Water ! fresh water ! fresh from the 
fountain !. Who drinks, gentlemen? who drinks 7'' 

In  stature the Gallegos are low, stout, and clumsy, 
as different as possible in form and figure from tbe 
Spanisii in general, and equally different in man- 
ners and in.dress., They wear a little pointed a P ;  
jaekets and trousers of biown ~loth, extremel~ 
coarse ; heavy shoes, arrned . with liobnsib, and 
made to last a lifetime; a large leathern pocket 
in front to receha their rnoiiey, and a pad of the . . 
same on the riglit ahoulder to proteet tlie jacket* 



~ h e y  are but a rough set, and little mindfd of the 
courtesies in use among thkir countrymeii. They . 

even take the right-hand side along the narrow 
walk, and never turn out forman or woman. One 
day Don Diego carne up to my habitation to give 
tlie customary leason, with .Iiis hat io hand, en- 
deavouring to restore it to shape, and cursing a 
Gallego who had run agáinst Lim at the turning of . 
a corner. He had undertaken to lecture him ; but . 

a the Gallego, putting down his . keg, and diawing - 
himself up with dignity, said to hirn, cc 1 am 8 

noble!"La tliing not uncommon among liis country- 
men-cC you, may be, are no more !"-ccSoy mljle! 

-- wted @so no sera mas ' Notwithstanding their 
' blun tness, Iiowever, they Iiave many goOd quali ties, 

and are trusty and faithful in a rare degree. 
Tliey ond the Asturians act as portera; in wliich . 

- -- -capacity they a= even employed to deliver money 
. 

and take up notes. Such i s  the unshaken probity 
0f these rude sons of the Suevi. 

The streets of Madrid are in general straight and 
"der than tliose of most cities in Europe; o fact 
which is probably owing to its being almost entirely 
modm,  aiid h'aving beenbuilt under roya1 patronage. 
lxey are al1 paved with square blocks of st'one, sud 

. 

llave side walks &out four feet wide, and on a leve1 
"th the=rest of the pavernent. In order to avoid . 

eontention for this narrow footway, it is the custom 
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always to take tlie right side ; and you rnay tliug 
. . in a"crowded street, notice two ciirrents of people 

going in opposite directions without interfering 
with each other. Tliis has, however, the incon- 

. venience, that a peqon cannot clioose his own gait, 
but must move at tlie pace of the multitude. 

Some of the palaces of the high nobility are built 
. . in a quadrangular form, with a sguare in the centre. 

The .dwelling-Louse& generally, however, a re  built 
. . much in óur way : they are tliree or .four stories 

high, with a door and small entry at one aide, and 
baleonies &t tlie upper windows. Tliey have rather ' 

.= --- - tlie look of prisons, for the windows of the first .floor , 

are grated witli bars of iron, whilst the stout door 
of mood, well studded with spike lieads, has more 
the air .of t h e  i a t e  of & fortified. towp than of the 

- - "  . . 
entrance to tlie dwelling of a peaceful citizen. The 
outer doors of the different suites of apartments in- 
dicate the same jealo'usf and suspicion, nor are they 
ever opened rvithout a parley. Thesa precauti~ns 
are rendered necessary by tlie number and boldness, 
of the robbers in Madrid, who sometimes enter a 
+se in tba middle of the day, when the men are 
absent, and, having tied' the female occupants, 
plunder the dwelling, and make off with their spoil 
This is . of no uncornrnon occurrence. Indeed 1 

- ' $caree became acquaintad with a persoq iq Madrid. 
, ~ 1 1 0  had not Leen robbedeone or more times. 'l'hc 



@eatest danger is, howevet,. a t  night in thé streefi 
I knew a young man, a native of Lima,'who was 
encountered in a narrow street, on his way tú  an 
evening &ty, by three rnen, wlio dragged hirn into 
the coiicealmeiit of a doorway. One' of them held 
a knife to his throat, whilst the twv others stripped 
him of his clothes and finery, until nothing was left 
but Lis sl~irt and boots. Then giving him a slap on 
tlie trasiro, and the parting benediction, God 
be 4 t h  you, brother9'-u Vaya usted con Dios, 
Iiermuno !" tliey gathered the . spoil under their 
cloaks, and made off  in another direction. 

_- By far the noblest building in Madrid is the roya1 
-'"' palace. I t  is built on* the same site wliere formerly 

stood the old Moorish Alcazar. Philip V., who 
caused i t  to be erected, conceived originally the 
idea of a palace which was to have four fuqudes of 

--- -- 
one thousand six hundred feet by one hundred high, 
with twepty-thrée courts and thirty-four entrances. 
.A mahogany model of the projected palace is, still 
~hown in Madrid, and must of itself liave cost .the 
 rice of as good a dwelling as any rnodest man need 
wish for. This palace was to have lodged the royal 
body guard, the ministers, tribunals,, and indeed 
(?ver); thing. connkcted with tlie machine of state. 
Though this stupendous project was never realized, . 
tha present palaee is, ' nevertheless,' every way 
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It mnsists of a hollow square, four hundred and 
seventy feet on the outside, and one hundred and . 

forty within. Within is a colonnade and gallery, 
running entirely round ttie square ; and witliout, 
a judicious distribution of windows, cornices, and 
columns, unencumbered by redundant ornament, 
except, indeed, in tlie heavy balostrade which . . 
crowns the whole, and liides tlie leaden roof from 
viaw. The construction of this' palace ia of the 

.nobIest and most durable kind,. being.without any 
Wood, except in the frarne of the roof a n i  &e doors 
and windows. The foundation stand8 entirely 
upon a system of subterranean arebes. The first 
floor is oecupied by t l ~ e  officers aria servants of tlie 

. court. A magnifieent staircese of marble, on wbid  
the architeet, tlie sculptor, and the painter have 

- - -- - - -  exhausted their respective arts, leads to the seeond 
floor, ' whieh is likewise sustained upon archese 
Here is a seeond colonnade and gallery, which 
looks upon the court, and whicli is p v e d  with mar- 
plee This is always filled with groups of b o d ~  
guards aud halberdiers on service, and witli people . 

in court dresses ready to go before the sovereign* 
Tbis 'gallery opens upon the apartments of the 
different members of tLe royal family, the chape19 
and audienee ehamber. Their different ceilings 

ly pain ted by the pencil - of 
quez, or Gionlano ; whibt the wds 
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are hnng round with the best productions of RÚ- , 

bens, Ti tian, Murillo, Velasquez, and Spagnole t to. 
The small oratory of the king is, perbaps, the most . . . 

beautiful apartment of the palace. I t  is adórned 
with rich and finely variegated marblea found in the 
Peninsula. A single glance at them is sufficient 
to convince one that the marbles of Spain are sur- 
passed by none in the world. The clocks, furni- 

. ture, taptistry, beds, dressing-tables, aid glasses are 
in the highest atyle of magnificence. It will give .!j 

r . 
a sufficient idea of tliis to mention, thnt in one room 
there are four mirrors one hundred and sixty-two . .*  

inehes high by niiety-three wide. Tbey were 
'made n t  tlie royal manufactory which formerly , 

, existed in San Ildefonso, and, with some others - 

in tlie same mould, are the largest e. rn. ' 

This palace, whether it be viened with ~ ~ i ~ ~ e ~ i c e  
* - - to i t ~  architecture or decoration, is, indeed, a noble 

one. 1 have heard it said, by those who liad visited 
the cKef capitds of Europe, that they had seen 
nene superior to it, and, though Versailles may 

in detail, as a perfect wliole the palace of - 
Madrid may even claim pre-eminente. 

The palace of Buen Retiro, where the court lived 
before the completion of the new palace, is at tlie s .  

eastern extremity of Madrid, overlooking the Prado. 
It. consists óf a v & ~  of ancient and disjointed 
edifici rapidly falling to ruin. n e  fir~greis of 

t 

ver knoa 
. ,,r,,,, 



- .  decay wourd have been assistea; aríd the whole pile 
. 

, . long since dernolished, were i t  not for some' painG 
. ings in fresco which still cling to the mouldering 
ceiling, and are in Giordano's best style. The most 

'remarkable one is allusive to the institution of the 1 

Golden Fleece, in whicli Hercules is seen offering 
- the prize to Philip the Good, Diike of Burgundy. 
This order of kniihthood, which h8s preserved its , 1 
splendor better than any other in Europe, has the 
King'of Spain for its Iiead, as Duke of Burgundy, 
one of the'many titles attaclied to the crown sioce 1 
the time of Charles V. In  another room are some , 

+ ,  

__- - scenes, from the wars of Grenada, in which the 
Moors are, of eourse, represen ted as vauquished . 

The garden of the- Retiro is of grest extent, but 
its situation is higli and exposed, and the walks are 

-. - - - . - .. by -no means agreeable. The present family has 
directed the different irnprovements, if indeed they 
may be so called, wliich are in process Lere, and 

,.? perhaps nowhere has there been so much labor e* 
pended and so little produced. . In one place is an 

' artificial rno/undd, with a Chinese temple perched 
upon it; in another, a little' cottage, with an old 
woman of wood sitting by a painted fire, and rack- 
ing her baby in a,  eradlé : overhead are wooden 
hams and leathern sausakes; mhilst in an adjoining 

. room tlie good man of the house is ill and in be& 
~ 4 t h  a pot of soup beside him, and 'rises by ma- 
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chinery when strangers enter. In another part ís 
an oblong lake, enclosed with ' a wall of cut stone . . . 
and a rich railing of iron. On one side of it is 8 
small building surmounted by naval emblems and a - 

flag-stsff,' and beneatli it is a dock or cove for the 
royal galley. The elevation of the ~ e t i r o  is an . 

obshle .to the bringing of water iii pipes to fill the . 
lake, and 'the object is therefore effected by the 
labor of a mule, ivho hirns a Gheel hard by, and is 
hidden under a rustic shed adornen with Egyptian 
pago&. SoÍnetirnes the royal family, take a water. . . 
excursion upon tlie lake: The basin is then filled, ' 

the-gilded barge, which is truly classic in its'con- *. 

~tructio~,  is fioated to the stairs of the iiavy-yard, 
- and the august individuals enter and put- forth, 

. with an air of perfect contentment ánd unaffeeted 
- - 

complacenci, to the g e i t  adrniration of the be- 
- - 

holderii,' which ia evinced by waving of hats and 
handkerchiefs. If you happen to be near the wheel- 
house, the creaking of the rnachinery, the Arre! of 
the muleteer, and tlie grunting of the mule, furnish 
a suitable-musical accompaniment to this raree cihow. . 

They are likewise 'construeting here a new house 
for tlie royal menagerie; and i t  is not s 1ittIe sin: 
guiar, that, at a moment when tha debta of interest, 
honor, and gratitude are left 'únpaid, at the very 
time when money is wanting to bny horses,for a . 
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Portugal, a considerable sum is remitted-to foreign 
coun tries for the purchase ' of wild beasts. There 
is one thirig,'however, in the gaden  of the .Retiro I 
which any man may admire. It is a bronze 
statue. of Philip IV., cait by Taca, a G e n t i n e  I 
sculpthr, after a painting of Velas$.q. . Though 1 
the figures ake four times as large as life, and the 1 
enorpoas mas, weigbing no less than nine to~is, is 1 
aupported on the horse's two hind feet, yet the 1 

. beholder is not struck with astonishment; for there 1 
is a harmony in tbe parta and perfection in the 1 
whole that prevent it fiom appearing cumbrous or - '  

unwieldy. This beautifG1 colossus stands in an 
elevated situation of tlie Retiro, and looks the mo- 
dern gewgaws into insignificante. - And yet the 
prince thus immortahed by the hand of genius 
was even less than an ordinari man. He never did 
any &ing to promote the interests and add to the 1 
honor of human nature. He was imbecile in ch- . 1 
racter, and mean in appearance. 
. The Casino is a midic palace, on the seale ofa 

'private dwelling. - It is situated in a populous part 
~f the city, and is decorated with t a t e  and elegante* 
-The last qiieen took great in this little re- 
h m e n t ,  and spent much of lier time there; but 
dnce her death it is rarely visited by 'any of the 
family- The Casa del campo is another roya1 
mansion, w h i c m  l o z l n  a e  valley of &e 
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I$ gardens offer shade and seclusion, but their chief - 

oniament is a bronze statue of Philip III., the joint 
work of Bolonia and Taca, which, t h o ~ g h  weighing 

Y 

twelve thousand pounds, was sent from Florence as 
* 

a present from Cosmo de Medicis. In its present 
situation it is scarcely ever seen, and there are 
doubtless many persons in Madrid wlio are igno- 
rant of ita existence. There is yet a fifth roya1 
mansion in the environs of Madrid. It stands upon 

and the grove of the Florida. 
Although Madrid conkins in al1 near one hun- 

, a a single one of superior mag-nificence. In tliose . 

days when most of the Gothic cathedrals which we . 

meet with in the older European cities were erected, 
'Madfid WG . but an inconsiderable place. Even 
now, though the political capital of Spain, i t  stiu 
belongs to the dioceas of Toledo, and ii not so 
much as the see of a suffragsn. Most of the . 

churches are small, of mixed Grecian ar chi tedore, 
"d many in their exterior appearance are hardly . 

~~tinguishable from the dwelling-housea which sur- . 

round thern. The interior, however, is usually de- 
corated with mnch architectural ornarnent, and with 
a ~~ofusion of painting~ and statues. ~ h !  Jesuiti 
have by far the largest and most imposing church 
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In Madrid. This brder is tlie rn&t enliglit;ned-óf 
the Spanish clergy, and 1 took much plemure in 
going to hear them preacli, especially during die 
'Carnival. 'As i t  was the winter season, the pave- 
ment was covered with mats, upon which tlie mul- 

When the invocation wm over and the sermon 
commenced,' the women assumed a less painful and 
a more interesting posture, sitting back on the mats 

.. with their feet drawn up beside tliem. If pretty, 
aci was generally the case, on6 foot was allowed to 

peep out from beneath tbe basquiña, presenting 
- - itself in its neat'thread or si~ken'stockin~, and little 

shoe of prunello, in the most favorable position for 
.display. The men' stood intermingled witli t h  
wom&n, or apart in tlie aisles and chapels, or re- 

-.-- elined against the columns, making altogether 
very singular scene, not a little augmented in in- 
terest by the deep obs~u~ity,  approaching indeed to 
dmkness, which generally prevails witliin the walls 
óf tlie churches. 

Some of t h e  preacliers yere very eloquent, and 
the strong yet gracefd Iangiiage jn which they 
spoke gave .additional force and beauty to every 
sentiment. By far thá greatest treat,. l~owever, is 
the music performed on tliese occasions. Nowhere 
indeed,Eperhaps not even in Italy, is the IuxurY of 

- ~ h y r c h  misic carried to a greater extent tban 
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IIacIrid; The organs are played in perfection; and; 
in order to procure fine tenor voices, a pracdce is 

- still continued here wliich has been abolislied in 
Ilaly since the domination of Napoleon. In the 

Musieal College of Madrid, vulgarly called the 
Colegio de los Capones, tlie mutilated victims of ' 

parental avarice are received-at an early. age, and 
their voices carefully cultivated. Some are admitted 
to holy orders,.evading the strict canon of the churcll, 
whieh requires phyaical perfection in its ministers, . 

by a most whimsical artifice. ' Others earii their 
bread e&ily as piiblic singers, living in tlie world, 
or rather enjoying a negative existente, readily re- 

-3ognised by the unnatural shrillness of tlieir tones? . . . 
and by the heavy expression of tlieir beardles. 
elongatedj and un&anly visages. One' or two of 
these miserable beings are employed in tlie choir of. 

-,- - tlie royal7ehapel. The maintenance of worship in 
tlis establishment costs Spain annually one hun- 
d i d  thousand dollars, no skall part of which is for 
singers and 'musicians. A solemn mass witnessed 
in this ,chapel is, indeed, one of the greatest musical 

ip tlie world.  he structure is of octagonal 
form, and surmounted by a dome, not dissimilar, 
"0' altogetl~er unworthy of being compared to the 
dome of the Invalids, Here architecture, statuary, , 

and painting have lavished their beauties in R 



tion of'bassoons and viols, and the full choir are 
placed in a hidden rece= beside the dome. Thence 
tlíe music follows the sacrifice, tlirougli aU the sad 
symbols of the Saviour's passidn ; and when the ex. 
piatión is mad y and man is reconciled to his Maker, 
the circling concave rings witli exulting peals9'wliich 
tbe entranced listener is almost ready to asmibe to 
the hosts of angels which he sees in the hollow 
Iiemisphere above, surrounding the throne of the 
Eternal. - 

The museam of statuary and pdnting at tbe 
Prado is a modern and admirably contnved build- 

and the excellence of tlie pieces' to be inferior to 
no otker; and-wlien the additions wliich are now 
making -frorn tlie different roya1 palaces be 
completed, it will probably be tlie fimt in tlle woda' 

TO give an .idea of tlie Itolian scliool, it will be 
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sufficient to name some of thóse great men k h o  are 
here represented by their finest productions. Such . 

. are Guerchui; Tintoret, Poussin, Annibal and' Au- 
gustine Carrácci, Guido Reni, Luca Giordano, 
Leonardo da Vinci, Paul Veronese ; Michael An; 
gelo, . the liead of the Florentine school; Titian, 
the prince uf Venetian painters ; and Raphael of 
Urbino, the great fatlier of all, wlio is here repre- 
sented by his ~a in t ing  of Christ carrying the Cross, 
which is esteemed second.to notliing but the Trans- 
figuration. I t  was originally painted on wood, but 
with the lapse of three centuries tlie ~ o o d ~ b e c a m e  
rotten, and there was a dsnger of its being entirely 

.- last. This was of eourse among the immense num- 
ber of paintinp carried away to .Paris by the 
Frencll. It was likewise arnong the smaller num- 
ber of those which returned after the final over- 

- - throw of Napoleon. In tliis case the voyage was a 
serviceable one ; for the French artists were SO ford 
tunate as to aucceed in transferring tlie painted 
surface from the ~ o o d  to canvas, and h a v e  thus 
saved it from premature destruction. 

Nor are tlle " Flemish mmters witliout their re- 
Presentatives in the Prado. I t  is there, however, 
that one may study and appreciate the Spanisll 
school, which Lad scarce been known in Europe 
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ornaments of tlie .Lonviei and to form: severa1 pri- 
vate collections. e. Witness.the ydisgorged plunder 1 . .  . of the Duke. of Dalrjoatia?. .. . . , .  . S 

, The S@nish scliool is chiefly celebrated among 
paiuters for perfectiori of perspective . and design, . 
and the vivid and natural &rritition'of its coloring. 
One of the first painters that becarie celebrated in 
Spain was' Morales, who began. his career about 
tiie time that Raphael's was so prematurely closed, 
in the early part of tliei sixteenth century, and 
whose heads of Christ havevmefitLd llim the sur- 

- name of Divine, Morales was a &tive of Estre- 
madura, but the art in which he so gieatly exceued 
made more rapid progress in the city of Valencia, 
where a kindly soil and kindlierlsky seam to invite 
perfection: Juan de Juanesqis considered the father 

.* 7 of the Valencian school, whioh in the beginning 
was in irnitation of the Italian, but which dter- 
wards assimilated itself to the Flernish, and to the 

' Inmner of Rembrandt and Vandyke, until, vnder 
tha name of tlie school of Seville, the. spanisll 

painters had acquired a distinctive ckaracter, . 
- - Under Ribera, better known at home and abroaa 

by the singular surname of Spagnoletto, the Valen- 
cian sehool attained tlie higliest perfection. 
subjects of Spagnolrtto are chiefly BBIe scenes9 

* .bdt, whose mUection is redily seen at pds 
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taken indifferently from. the Old or New Testamen t; ~ 

but his most sicees6fal efforts- hava been tbk. ¿te- . + 
lineation of Genes of suffering and sofrow, 'suih es - . 
are abundan tly furnished by the lives of our Siviour 
and the saints. In describing the extremes of 
human misery, a macerated wretch, reclining npon. 
a bed of straw in the last agony of stnriation or 
infirmity, ha is perl~aps unequalled ; and he has 

. been able to give sucli a relief to tlie perspective, +" ' 

such a reality to the coloring, that the deception, . 
at a first glance, is often irresistible. Indeed rny 
memory became so etrongly impressed with' some 
of liis pieceq that I can still cal1 them up at will in 

their &cellen~e. H e  was, however, a gloomy 
painter, giving to liis works the sad coloring wliich . . ,  
he borrowed from the religion of liis day ; a religion 
which was fond of calling up reflections of d e  

- -- spondei i~~,  and of r?preseiiting Clirist as tlie bleeh 
ing and the kucified. 

Another great painter, wlio, like Spagnoletto, 
flounshed at the beginning of tlie seventeenth cen- 

W ~ S  Diego Velasquez. Velasquez is some- . 

times an imitator of his p a t  oontern'porary ; at  
othelri his ~ t y l e  is materially different, nnd he is 
generally dlowed to be superior to Spagnoletto in 
correetness of design and fertility of invention. 
His portraits, for furuishing accurate representa- 

* tions of individuals, are perLaps superior to tl~ose . 
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of Titian and Vandyke. - They are not, indeed, 
highly wrought, but have about them the strong 

. . strokes of a master. 
, . 

Bartholomew Murillo, who was born in Seville, 
shidied at Madrid under the direetion of Velasque?, 

a and never travelled out of .Spain. There is in his 
manner al1 the correctness of Velasquez, al1 Iiis 
truth to nature, whieh he seerhs to have studied 
thoroughly, and at tha same time a more perfeot 

. finish, and a warmth ond brilliancy of coloring 
. t~ which the pencil of VeIasquez was a stranger. 

Nothing indeed can be so true and palpable as 
--- , MuriUo's scenes of familiar life, nothing so sweet 

and heavenly as his Virgins. Murillo brouglit the 
sch001 of Seville, or more properly of Spain, to the 
height of itg glory. He seerns to hwe combined 

< -  - - - - -- t h e  excellenees of Vandyke and  Titian, the t r d  
of the one and the warm carnation of the otlier; ' 
and though Raphnel be looked on by painters 
connoisseurs as the most perfect of known artists, 
yet  if the diief excellence of the imitative art con- 
sist in showing nature, not as it ought to be, bulas 
it is, and in producing momentary deception, this 
excellence belongs to none so entirely as to Murifloa 

The decline of painting throughoút EuroPe 
during tha past century has likewise extended 
iiself to Spain, witb, however, some honorable 
ceptions, sucb as Bayeu in the past century, and 
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Maella and Lopez in the present. ' The last is a 
living artist, whose portraits are admirable. 

The cabinet of natural history starids besve the . 

stately edifice of the Aduana or custom-house, and ' 
with it constitutes one of .the principal ornaments 
of tlie noble street of Aicala. Here is a %ne col- 
lection -of birds, quadrupeds, and fishes, arranged 
in elegant cases of plate-glass and mahogany. The 
collection of minerals is, however, the most perfect, . 
especially in wliatever relates to the precious metals, 
so abundantly found in tlie former possessions of 
Spain. There is also a small cabinet . of marbles, 
brought from every corner of tlie Peninsula, and 
which caa scarcely be surpassed for variety and 

" beauty. The . cabinet of natural history is open 
h i ce  a week to the ~isits of the-public; and the 
learned and ignonnt, may there pass in review the 

. - 
whole realm of nature, compare tlie narrow shades 
of distinction between those animals that are most 
"milar, and then admire tlie immense disparity 
between tlie extremes of ,creation. 
In the same. building are tlie school, librnry, 

and museum of San Fernando, where tlie tliree 
noble arts, painting, statuary, and architecture, 
are h ~ g h t  gratuitously. In the academy of San 
penando, excellent master8 'are provided, who 
sa~erintend the labor8 of sÚc3i persons, whether 
~ ~ i l d r e n  or adults, as &oose to turn their attention 
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to either of these arts ; and by a happy arrange- 
meiit the school is only opened in the evening, 

one, are some interdicted paintings of singular 
merit. Here one is surprised to see a full-lengtll 
portrait of Napoleon in ~ i i s  imperial robes, copY 
of tha celebrated portrait of Gerard, which the ea-  
peror sent to Madrid at the time he was alluring 
the.ro~a1 farnily to Bayonne.  ber re are like~vise 
some naked beauties. .by ~ubens ,  , water-nymphs 

. closely pursued by greedy satyrs, whose ill-made 
legs and cliirnsi ankles aré perfect prototypes 0f 
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his"ownDntch .models, Sueh is .not the "case with

the blóoming mistress of King Philip IL, whom.
Titianhas represented with so mueh truth of design
and reality of earnation as' to ·bring the beatity and o
the speetator into tbe presence of each other. Buf
he is not ad~itted to the privilege of atete-q,~tUe;

for on the footof the silken couch upon which she
reclines, half sleepy, haIf voluptuous, sits young

Philip playing on a piano" His head is turned to
ga~e upon the unveiled .charms of the "beautiful
creature behind hini; his thoughts seeni to wander

from the musíc, and his Rogers are about to abandon

the keys of the instrumento That a young man
should have been willing to place himself in such a
situRtion is not incredible; but that h~ should have '
been willing to be "seen' init, ana even tb~s to ap- '

pear before posierity, is a thing of more difficult
recollciliation. o This, too, was the prince who after"-. "

wards became so bigoted and so blood-thirsty, and
though not the murderer of his 'own son, at least

"the "persecutor, and it may be the destroyer, of his
brave brother Don Juan of Austria. The most

remarkable painting, however, of this collection is
Murillo's picture 'of Saint Isabel, the good Que,en .

of Portugal, so eelebrated in regal annals for hene­
volerice and charity. ' She is represented washing

t~e ~ore of a beggar. At one side ,is an old man
bmdmg Iris leg, whom one might almost faney

'.
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1 living ; on the other a ragged boy scratching hi 
I head, with Iiis face screwed up into a whimsical 

expression of pain. The subject of this pairiting is 
disgnsting enoogh. It will, however, offend leas, if 
i t  be remembered that Murillo painted it in Seville 
to harig in the Hospital of Charity. 

The  academy of san Fernando deliberates on the 
plans of al1 poblic buildings proposed' to be erected ; 
a censorship whose good effects are evident in al1 
t l ~ e  fine monurnents with which Charles 111. has 
ennobled the capital. Insti tutions similar to tliis, 
and which like it bear the name of San Fernando, 

_--- 
' -  are found, since the time of the same beneficent 

monarch, in al1 tha larger cities of Spain; and 
though checked nnd cmntergited by a hundréd 
obstacles, their effect cannot be other tlian bene- 

- - - - - - - ficial to national industry. There is, indeed, searce 
a station in life in which a knowledge of drawing 
and design may iiot be turned to good account. 
Tlie builder will make'a Iiandsomer house, the 
cabinet and coach maker will twn out more de- 
gant furniture and equipages, and even the tailor 

. will cut a neater eoat, from powessing tlie principies 
of the art. As for men of leisure, their perceptiO* 
of beauty, wliether, it exists in the productions of 
art or nature, must by i t  be sliarpeiied and de- 
veloped, and new avenues thus opened to plemure 
and happiness. One woald tliink tliat no Feat  
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city wliich has an eye to tlie advancement of in- 
dustry within its walls sliould be without an in- 
stitution like tliis of San Fernando. 

Another museum is that of artillery. It contains 
a large collection of models of gunpowder n~anu- 
factorjes, cannon founderies, and of al1 such ma- 
chines and keapons as are usefLl in warfare. The - 
most remarbable objects to be seen here are models 
of the fortresses of Cadiz, Carthagena, and Gibral- 
tar, made of clay, and colored to imitate more 
closely tlie reality. The  scsle of these models is so 

. large that al1 the streets and public buildings are 
. 

laid down in them ; and perhaps a better idea may 
/ b e  formed of the whole of one of these places from 

I0oking down upon the model, thai from any single 
rriew that could be rnught of the place itself. Gi- 

s braltar is so accurately repesented, tliat the plan of 
- ,  - 

attack coixld be as well or better devised at 
Madrid, than before the fortress, by n. general who 
should be withoiit such assistance. . 

The museum of tlie armory, in front of the 
myal palace, is of s similar but far more interesting 

- character-at least in the eye of poetry; for in it are 
amnged the armar of al1 the illustrious warriors 
which Spain has produced, of rnany whom she has 
conquered,. and a variety of trophies, arms, and 
banners, which have been won in battle. On enter- 
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funeral litters in which ttie remains of CharIes IV. 
snd Lis queen were brouglit from 'Rome to be io- 
terred in tlie ESc1iriüI. Here is liketvise the coacli 
of Joancr the Foolish, wvhicli was tlie first used in 
Spnin since &e fa11 of the Roman domination, It 
is oddly carved sind fasliioned ; 'not much more so, 
ho\vever, tlian some thnt are still seen of a feast-doy 
on the Prado. Near tlii is tlie litter in mhicli 
Charles V. used to make bis journeys and es- 
cursions. It was arriecl like a sedan-clair by two 
liorses, one going before and the otlier behind, be- 
tween slinfis which were supported on their backs. 

- Beforej the seat witliin is a movmble desk, wliicli 
could be adjusted in front of tiie occupant. Here 
the emperor tmsacted business as he tmvelled, in 
order to econornize time, so valuable to one nllo 

- - - . took aire of tiie affairs and bore tlie burdens of so 
many people. The remainder of tlie Iarge hall ig 

full of amor, either luiig in detnclied pieces against 
. the ~ d l ,  or arranged colleetively ia standing p* 

tures, or mounted on wooden l io~es.  
Among tlie nntiques are mariy shields and hel- 

me&, curiously nnd benutifully worked into relief, 
represeri ting Iand and sea engagements, cbrges of 
mvalry, and contending galle~s. There is one bel- 
me4 however, of more thnn ordinary beauty, ñortb' 
in 811 respeets to have covered- tlie Iiesd of J11lius 

Cmar, to d iom i t  is said to Iiave belonged- In 
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nnstver to-al1 my inquiries conwrning the way in 
which this precious piece of ontiquity a m e  into 
the possession of his catholic majesty, 1 could get 
notling but "Es de Julio Cmar, y no huy w." 

It 'S Julius Casar's, and that 'S an end of it." 
There is likewise a shield of one of the Scipios. -. 
The m o r  of the Cid has notliing remarkable about /Y 

it but t l e  having belonged to him. The same 
may be said of the suit of Guzman the Good, the' 
roya1 governor of Tarifa, so celebrated in the annals 
of Andalusian cliivalry. At tlie extremity of tlie 
room is a cliapel of Saint Ferdinand, tlie eonqueror 
of Cordom and Seville, the sainted king, of whom 
ir ww disputed whether he tvas most distinguisled 
for valor, or píety, or good fortune. The amor  of- 
tlle saint -is so arranged that he seems seated on o 
tllrone in his proper person, liaving on tlie left side 

- - -  
bis go6d smord, and on the riglit a list of the in- 
dulgences which the father of tLe cliurch grants to 

as shall tliere say a Pater or an Ave. 
one of the most eonspicuous stations is tlie 

~ ~ i t  of amor usuaUy worn by Ferdinand tlie Ca- 
tholie* He is seated upon. a m-liarse, witti a pair 
0f red velvet breeehes, after tlie manner of the 
Br~ors, with' lifted lance and closed visor. There 

aeveFal 0 t h  suits of Ferdinand and of his 
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armor, Isabella would seeh to hiwe bken the larger 
of the two, as shhecertáinly.was tlie better. ' Opposite 

. to these is the armor of AbopAbdallah, or Boabdil, 
wbom tbb Spaaiards. bave 'suniimed Chicó, tlie last . 
of the Grenadian kings, and who was by turns the 
friend, the enemy, and the captive of Ferdinand and 
Isabella. His armor is of beautiful finisli, in al1 
respects like the other suits, except thst the helmet, 

-instead of being in the form of a Grecian asque 
with a visor, haMng apertures in it to elose down 
from above, is made of a solid pieee, of grest thick- 
ness in front, and screws upon the cuirass. Instead 
of sight-holes in front, it has a broad gap, like a 
skylight, running across the top above the eyes, 
'the lower part overlapping so as to keep out tlie 

point of á Iwce. On the riglit side is a srnall 
- - .window, whicli swings upon hinges, and is fastened 

with a steel button. This may have served to take 
in refreshment, or for iLe purpose of a parley. 1 
was at a 1oss to coneeive wliat could have been the 
object of this unwieldy head-par, and th6 explgia- 
tion of the keeper was not very sntisfactory. 
cording to Iiis account, .it was to protect the head 
against the iron maces used i s  duels. I t  is, Per- 
haps, as likely that easques such as this were used 
in the tilting-matches and tournaments SO fiequent 
among the Qrenadian chivalry, - as: offering more 
effectual resistance ta a splintered reed or 'the point 



must lie and be trampled upon ' by friendly and 
hostile feet, like poor Sanclio ~weating between 
two shields. 1 was generally struck tlie great 
weight of tliese suits of armor, and saw in i t  an ex-. 
planation of instanees that more than once ~ ~ c u r r e d  
ir1 tlie Spanisli wars, of valiant p n n ~ e s  falling from 
their-horses and fainting to death tipon the field of 
battle. !% 

Gonsalo Fernandez of Cordova, and Hernan 
Cortez, stand fortli in -full amy. Tlie armar of 
Philip I., surnamed the Handsome, shows him to 

"- - 
have been n giant, certainly not less than six a11d a 
half feet higll; nor eould Cliarles V. have been less 
than six feet. There are many splendid suits, 
which the great empeior received from foreign 
~rinces .ond from tlie cities of Iiis vast empire. 
Philip II., too, thougli he never m e  witliin reach 
of a blow, was no less abundantly siipplied than his 
father with tlie means of warding one off. The 
'lelmet of one of his snits is eovered with a varjety 
of figures, so beautifully execited 89 to compare 
'"h those on the antique shields and helmets. 
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of a lance tlian the visor of a common helmet. . 

Tliough a cavalier might be safer from harm witli 
this box upon his head, he would be less fitted for 
action, for it could not have weighed less tlian 
twenty pounds. If he should fa11 from liis horse 
tlius accoutred, he would never he able to stir, but 

' 
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Beside the suits of llis father and brothers is 

son of Charles V. and the hero of Lepanto. 
Such are some of the suits of armor arranged 

in standing attitudes aroiind the hall; and io 
which one may almost fancy the cavaliew they 
once enclosed still keeping guard over their tro- 
phies. I n  the middle of the room are a variety 
of weapons, ancient and modern. Among the 
number is aii old mactine, mounted like a fiela- 
piece, wliich was used to project iron balls, upon 
the principies of a crossbow. On each side of tlle 

-- shrine of Saint Ferdinand are glass cases, con- 
hining a variety of scimitars and fire-arms, the 
handles of which are profusely jnlaid with gola 
and precious stones. These, with some splendid 

- -  - m - ~ -  - housings, the bits and broad stirrups of whicli are 
of gold or silver, carne as a present from the Turkish 
sultan. It is a singular instance of tlie'changing 
destinies of nations, that mention should be found 
in the Arabic historians of the calipli of Spain reo 
ceiving rich presents some eiglit eenturies before 

. frorn the christian emperor of ~onstantinoplea 
In these are also the swords of tlie Cid, of Guz- 

man, Gonsalo, and Corter They are al1 straightj 
long, and two-edged, with plnin scabbards of red 
velvet, and hilts in the sliape of a cross* Tb" 
armed, a cavalier carried with him at once tLe em- 
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blem of bis faith and the instrument of bis ~ d o r ;  'c. I 
1 

and if mortally wounded on tlie fiel: of battle, he 
' 

I 8 

could, like Bayard, kneel and pray'before tlle em- 
blem of the crucifixion *. Here are likewise some 
swords of immense length, made at Reme, and con- 
secrated by the Pope, wbo sent them to be used in 
the cnisades against the Saracens. In those W ~ S  

of the faith, t1iy were borne by bishops in the' 
midst of the array, togetlier with the bones of a 
saint, or some favored statue of tlie Virgin. T ~ U S  
sustained, the Christians were sure to conquer, 

I 

for they'earried with tliern the pledges of victory. 
Overhead hang t i e  banners taken in battle.. M u y  

doubtless been removed, witli tlie sword worn 
by Franeis at Pavia; but many still-remain. The 
whole hall is surrounded -by large leathern sliields, 
taken from tlie ~ u i k s  a t  Lepanto. 

- - -  Thé cabinet of irmory furnishes a great Listo- ' 

""1 record, in which the Spaninrd may come and 
ofthe be tter days of his eountry, and, amid these 

pledges of departed griatness, lose sight of her pre- 
Bent degeneracy. Here the Cid still stands forth, 
tlle unequalled cavalier ; Ferdinand frowns upon 
Boabdil ; ,C~rtez  strikes terror into tlie trembliog 
Montezum% whose feathery armor still flutters 

* There i8 at Grenobie, the native place of Bayard, a bronze 
* 

!?hisof V @ ~ Y  noble execution. in which the dvina hero is seen ' 
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to breeze ; whilst Don Juan of Austria may 
t~ronnd him the three ,tails and the bloody 

turban of tlie Pasha Ali, whorn he elew witli five 
and twenty.thousand of his followers in the bloody 
battle of Lepanto. + 

There are a vast number of diaritable institutions 
in Madrid, and it would be an e d e s s  task to eau- 
merate the different bospitals, tliree of whieh done 
receive annually twenty thousand patients or pau- 
pers. Among them are houses of refuge for 01d 
men, poor gentlemen, siek priests, and worn-out 
players ;.also one or two houses for pregnant worneo, 

- in the principal of which such persons of respectsble 
connexions as have come into this situation by ncci 
dent are sliut up with great-secrecy, and may be 
supposed absent in the coontry. There are also 

- ..- - - -  - several hospitals for foundlingrs ; one of wliicli, the 
Inclusa,, receives annually a thousand infants. It 
has an open porch, with a shrine tliat is illuminated 
in the night by a single. lantern. Here infants maY 
be deposited in front of tLe alter, and are taken jn at 

stated periods during the night. From that moment 
they are consigned to the eare of mercenary hands, 
and sink into the condition of orphans. T h e  are 
likewise two houses of refuge for public prostitute'* 

. The first, called Recogidas, is under the invocation 
of Mary Mogdalene. Its inmates are well lodged 
and fare surnptuously, but they cnnnot leave ''le 



walls of tlie buildiñg, except to: become nuns or 
be given in marriage. Under tlie same roof is a 
room of seclusion, wliere wornen are h-ept in con- 
finement at $he desire of theiy husbands. 

Such are some of the institutions, called cha- 
ritable, to be found inMadrid. They are sup- 
ported on the rents of houses that have been en- 
tailed npon them by their founders, or by assign- 
ments on the income of t11e theatres, on lotteries, 
and bull-fights. Many similar establishment$ Lave 
degenerated from their primitive destiny into her- . 
mitages and oratories, where a few monks say m ~ s , .  
and fatten from year's end to year>s end, under the - 

pioús title of Arrepentidos, dj?igidoa, or Agmk 
"antes. T ~ O &  which still exist are for the most 
part appendages of vice and rnisery, wliicli they 
probably tend more to promote than to check or 

-- alleviate. vqThe*game may not be said of the Monte- 
de-piedad. Tliis is an establialirnent tlie *bject of 
wllich is to alleviate the neeessities of the poor by 
lending them money upon pledges. These pledges 
are preserved a year,. and then, if they remain un- 
4claimed9 are publicly sold. Tlie loan being liquid- 
ated, the balance'is returned to the Sorrower, who, 
though he may llave aaved but little from the wreek, 
hasatlea~t escnped tha greedy clutches of the pawn- 
broker. - . 



240 - A YEAR IN SPAIN.. . 
Nor are the learned iiistitutions of Madrid. less. 

numerous than those of which .the object is bene- 
volence. The first of these in k11k and name is 
the RedZ Academia EspaíoZa, the object of wbich 
is to refine and perfect tlie national language. The 
aeademy' has published a grammar, in whicli every 
tliing is defined by invariable rules, eonformable, 

. in an unosual degree, to reason ,and tlie soundest 
logic It has also produced a dictionary, wliicl is 
considered tlie rnost perfeet of any known. Tbe 
Spaniards, doubtIess, owe no little of that rare and 
admirable symmetry for whicli their language is 
conspicuous to tlie labors of this learned society. 

The Real Academia de I?is*a uhdertakes 
to inquire into the past and record the preseñt 
history of Spaio. Tlie society of Amigos de2 P~JS 
was instituted to investigate al1 subjecta relating to 

agriculture, manufactures, and comrnerce, to sus- 
gest the' means of raisiog them from tlieir fallen 
condition, and to stirnulate and direct tlie dormant 
energies of &e nation. Similar societies are foud 
in al1 tbe cities of Spain. There are likewise roya1 
academies of surgery, veterinary surgery, bobnY; 
of roads and bridges, of ~osmo~rsphy,  and even of 
stenograpliy. In  euch of tbe thirty-two fiarrius 
into, which Madrid is divided is a school for boys 
and another for girls: The cliildren whose parents 
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are unable to pay tlie small charge for tuition are 
tauglit gratuitously, and tlie teachers are recom- 
yensed by the Junta of Charity. 

~ a d r i d  shad formerly an academy for the in- 
struction of the deaf and dumb, and claims t l ~ e  high 
honor of having originated this noble art. It Sras , 
invented towards tlie comrnencement of the seven- - 

teenth century,. by Don Juan Pablo Bonet, and 
war put in practice, uiider his direction, by Father 
Bernardino Ponce. Bonet, being secretary to the 
Constable of Castile, was led to turn his attention 
to the subject by the grief wliich he felt at seeing 
tbe-brother of his patron deprived of the use of . 

-~peech. This wonderful art is a triurnpliant proof 
of ~ h a t  man is capable when guided by tlie noble 
desire of alleviating rnisery. I t  is one of tlle 
pro~idest effork of the hurnan mind. - 

Theré is another institution more remarkable 
*than those just enumerated. I t  is called the Hidrk 
grafia, and its object is to collect information re- 
lative to naval affairs. For this pnrpose the principal 
0f establishment is in coñstout correspondenee 
witi the offieers -of government in' Spain and the 
~~lonies, and with men of sciexice in every country, 
in ordel to receive the earliest informatibn 8f newIy 
discovered lrrnii or dangers in the ocean, o of cor- l 

"ctions in tlie positions of such ak are already 
knohn- These are forthwith .inserted and made 

VOL* f. , ' R 
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- public in the'. charts, .kbich. are, f ~ o m  time tÓ time, 
published by the Hidrografica. Connected with 
the establishment is a press; a shop where al1 the 
-bóokS and charte published by it are sold at cost; 
and a well-selected library, in which one may find 
.al1 books, . in whatever language, of mathematia, 
a$ronomy, navigation, voyages, and travels; in 
short, every thing whicli in any way relates to the 
.nauticaI- art. Of two draftsmen employed in the 
Hidrografica, I found one occupied in correcting a 
map of Cuba, tho other in making a new chart of 
the coast of t l ~ e  United States, It was curious to --- see a Spaniard, in the heart of the Peninsula, layiog 
down the' soundings of Chesapeake Bai, which is 
scarcely visited once a yenr by the flag of bis 

- 
co~lntry. .The execution of -sueh charts as were 

-- - - - -- - finished was as .good-nay, better, tlian that of any 
that are publisbed in Franee or England. Don 
&rtin Fernandez de Navarrete js at the head of 
thk establishment; and in tliis character he 'bar 
ktely published a collection of Spnoish voyages 
and discoveries, .which contaim the journal of Co- 
h ~ ~ ~ b u s ~  Ha is a veteran sea-offieer, ~ 1 1 0  ha9 i~ 

high eharacter for &cience ; and the arder 
visible ' in the Hidrograficn speaks peatly in bis 
favor. 
. . 

There are in Madrid foor pbl jc  libraries, d i c h  
are constantlyope'n from mne until two o'cIock) 
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with the exception of feast-days. .Of these t l e  
Biblioteca Heal is the principal. ' It has been lately 

1 

. . 
removed to a building erected for' the - purpose, 
which is finely situated on the square beside the 
palace. The reading tables are placed in tliree ' 

noble rooms, corres6onding to as many sides of the 
edifice, wbich is built round a court, and. has a fine 
staireape in the centre. These rooms are carpeted 
with straw mats, and in the rniddle are files of 
tables with pens and ink, .and eomfortable chairs 
beside them. Against the walls are the book- 

1 

shelves, numbered 'and tastefully ornamented. In 
each eorner of rooms are persons reading 
at their de&, who rise instantly to hand down 
such books as are asked for. The catalogues are 
kept in a srnaner room apart, where there are two 

. -- o -  tl~ree-per~ons to answer the. inquiries of the 
atranger, and to give tlie number and shelf where 

particular work may be found. The attendanb 
are generally well-bred respectable men, a~parently 
literary persons, who find here a maintenance and ' 
leisure to follow&eir pursuits. Beside these'attend- 

ten in number, theré were a porter, who lived 
in a mal1 room upon the lower court, and W ~ O S ~  ' 
business it was to kindle and place the braseross.of 
burning embers in the different rooms ; a gardener, 
who cultivated a small .spot adjoining the edifice ; 
and over all an aged chief, decorated with three or - 

n 2 .  
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four ribbons and crosses, and who. carne and went 
every day ve+ quietly.in n low-liung cairiag& dmwn 
by two .fat mules, md diven' by an ancient posti- 
.]ion; Thus tliere were no less tlian thirteen per- 
sons atkched 'tu the roya1 library, without counting 
a picquet.of the Spanish guards, who kept sentry at 
the door to-see that every one doffed bis hat and 
unrolled Lis cloak before entering tliis sanctuary of 
learning. . . 
- Besides two hundred thousand printed volumes, 
the Roya1 Library contains a number of Ardbian,. 
and an immense iuantity of Spanisli manuscripts, 

- 
have never seen tlie light. This fact is not 

conc~usive~w to their want of merit, but shows the 
barrier yhich has for centuries been maintained 
here against every species of publicity.' 1 have 1 -  - - h  

- * *  - -  ewn. heard it said, that in Spaini tbe mnuscript 
1 . was well nigh as valuable & thk printed literature- 

9% ~ ~ n e t a r i o ~ b b i r i e t  of medals-is arranged i" 
.one of the most beautiful rooms 1 Lave anylvhere 
seen ; and indeed it well deiervka the eare taken of 
it, for i t  contaiis an extensive series of Greek, 
man, Gothic, Arabic, and modern.eoins ind medds 

/ in 6xcellent preservatioh, and is considered tbe tbird 
in  the world,'l>eing estimated t\ro hundred thow 
sand dollars. . , . . 

Few esbblishments of - the kind are on an equd 
footing, foi eonvenieice aiid cornfort, with the Bib- 



lioteca Real. ' Its rooms have z i  pleasant exposure, 
are well fur'nished, and appropiiately ornamented. 
They are kept warm in winter, and silent at  al1 
times. Indeed, the most faptidioiis reader, as he 
sinks ia'to one of their ampli chairs, glances round 
upon .the well-filled slielves, and thence upon the 
busy people about Iiim, 'each intent upon bis book, 
and at leogth lets his e~e ' f a l l  upon the volume of 
bis clioice spread out before Mm, could not possibly 
find any tliiog to desire. This prosperity is donbe 

owing to the library's ,drawing its mpport from 
sources whieli are independent of the necessities of 
the-sbte.- It is ene. of many institutions which 
a d e n  the admiration of thé stranger in Spain, as 
b~illg at variante with t l e  pervading decay. - 

' 

Sueh are some of the' olaims which Madrid pos4 

". -- swes to be ealled a gíeat city. So greah indeed, 
i 3  the enthosiastic opihion wbich. the inhabitants 
entertain of it, that &ey will even. tell you, with 
the bombast in which tbey are apt to indulge, that 
" Madrid alone .is a capibl," and N where Madrid 

let the world be ~ilent:\~~. ~ b h .  Madrid ea 
Corte," say they, on& 6; Donde esla .aIadrid C~~ 

3fundo.t" . - . . T .  . .  
. -7' . . 

1 .  
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Social PIeasures in 3Iadrid.-Drama-Traged y.-Sainete- 
Theatres.-Actoni.-Bolera-Bull Fight.-Ancient Ei&ht.- 
h I d m  Fighk-Comda de Noviiloa 

THE period of the Constitution was, in Madrid, 
a season of jubilee. The public mind, so Iotlg 
shnckled by despotism, and held in check by in- 

1 *" 

quisitorial dread, was at once allowed free exercise 
/----- md unrestrained expression. The people, intoxi- 

l ' 
o ted  by indistinct notions of liberty, evinced tb" 
joy by mowding to tlie plaees of public arnus* 
ment, and by festive entertninments, given in the 

--.- .- --m -.-. open promenade of the Prsdo. This, however, b$ 
its end, like the sernon of stupor by which it 
been preceded. Tlie French were admitted to an 
-y conquest of Spain, nnd Ferdinand baving es- 
éhmged one ser of masten, for anotber, retumed 
once more to hs capital. Fury and fanaticisni a m e  

him. Robberies, mnrders, and public exe 
cutions took the place of rejoicings; and tbe S P  
niards mho still continued to thhk and feel sougbt 
to conced it under a cloak of apathy. me eff@t 
of such a clmnge on publie mnnners Ls pefiectlJ' 
obvious. Friends tio longer cared to meet frienb 



alierc every topic of discourse might lead insensi- 
bly to sometliing that wos proscribed, and when no 
man m willing to trust bis security to the keeping 
of another. Each person sought his amusementa 
within tlie weil-bolted door of 1'i own apartmcnt, 
md festivity no longer gnined by participntion. As 
the atorm passed over, and the panic abated, tlie 
intereoome of society was pnrtially resumed ; but, 
in general, it stiii confines itself t o  meeting at the 
heatrcs, publie walks, or in the evening tertulias, 
when the ladies remain a t  home and receive the 
vbib of tlieir male acquaintance, who circulate 
unti1 a late Lour from house to house. In  the most 
distinguished elas% consisting of the higher noblcsse 
9 d  the diplomatic mlps, the French w e s  are SO 

entirely adopte% tbaf when they ocasionally come 
bgether, even the national language is partially 

-8upersedGd. w i t h  the French customs, however, 
&e Frenela fondneap for society has not been 
adopte4 or else i t  is restrained nnd counteracted 

political dissension. 
Not4rithstanding the stagnation of public fes- 

t i P i ~ ,  brought about by tlie couater-revolution, 
who eater for the Spanish nation in al1 matterrr, 

ahether of pol.i$cs, information, or arnusement, stiu 
mntinue ta provide certain diversions, t6 give em- 
ployment to the publie mind. Of these, the most 
Pmminent is the drama . 
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I . ' The Spanish theatre is said'to possess tlie richest 
fund of dramatic literature in existence, and to have 

. contributea abundantly to the other theatres of 
Europe. It counts upwards of twenty thousand 
comedies, of which Lope de Vega' alone furnished 
near two thoisand. Lope de Vega ia by far the 
most prolific. 'dramatist that ever lived, and a line 
of bis. own has beexi quoted to show, that the same 
day has frequently witnessed the writing' and per- 
formance of bis comedies. They are pot, however, 
so' mucll esteemed as &ose of Calderon de la Barca, 
who wrote less and better. Calderon is remarkable 

=.-- - -  - for a h i t f u i  invention in developing a plot and in 
b~inging abou t unexpected coincidentes ; for noble- 
ness of sentiment, too, and harrnony of diction; 
but his compositions are wanting in attention to 

-general effect, abonnd in plays upon words and in 
equivoque, mix together" pathos and buffoonery~ 
and sometimes set al1 moral at defiance, They are 

chiefly copies of Spanish manners tliey existed 
jn the more chivalrous days of tlie nation, abound- 
ing in romantic aetions of courage and patriotism, 
of disinterested generbsity and of revenge, tLe Co* 
sequerice 'of that easily offended honor which di- 
stinguished tlie old cavaliers. They.likeiRise show 
the intiigue whi& cassibnate l o ~ e  suggested i* a 

country where the obstaCles to female i n t e r ~ o * ~ ~ ~ ?  
the bolts and bars, bequeathed by the M o o ~ ~ ,  w@ 
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compassed the Spanish women aboiit as in a seraL . 

glio, served to inflame desire and awaken ingenuity- 
Scarcely one of them but has a lover, meaning. no . 
Larm, yet caught by accident in tlie apartment of - 

11is mistress, and forced to resort to ~oncealment. 
Tlie brother of the lady entera and discovers the 
supposed delinquent. A duel ensues, andi without 
time for esplaiiation, he is left dead on the pave- ' 

ment. TLe lady is casually saved from a similar , 

fate by the interposition of a third person, and pre- 
sently after her innocence is manifest. Sometimes 
b e  are three or fmr duels, and as many dying 
men crying out, Muerto soy. in the very firsb 
jmada. This furnishes abundant perplexities for 
the heroes and heroines, of wbom there are usually 
two or three sets, and the plot becomes entangled 
in such a knot of bouble, that to cut off the whole 

--dnicnatis-pe',-sma would seem the only means of 
extrieation. But the ready wit of the females ge- 
"erally saves al1 ; the entanglements are all dexter- 
0~517 ~nravelled, as if by rnagic, and the whole 
dramatk per#~~ire are commonly linked in couples, 
rady to be married, at the filling of the curtain. 

ROW little the moral is sometimes regarded by 
Calderon may be seen in the tragedy mtit1e.d 
A Secret &a&, Secreta, Veryranza, whicll I saw 
rePresented at Madrid. . It begins with the story of 



250 A YEAR IN SPA~N. . 

him lie at Goa, escapes in a ship to Lisbon.. ~t 
Lisbon he is publiely pointed at as an insulted man, 

at once puts to death this new assailant of his 
honor- These  two preliminary deaths are intro- 
dueed for no other purpose than to that an 
affront is often remembered when its reparation is 
forgotten. On his arrival at Lisbon, Don Juan 
Gnds bis old friend, Don Lope de Almeyda, newly 

. , married to Dona Leonor, a lady of Toledo. This 
Doña Leonor had been aEanced to Don Luis de 
Benavidas, who, being at the wars in Flanders, is, 
through some mistake, reported to have been slain 

(d 

-- -- in battle. Doña Leonor, believing her lover dead, 
becomes indifferent to life, and is easily prevailed 
upon by her father to give herself away to Don 
Lope de Almeyda. Seareely, however, had 

- m -  -- - v . -  -contraetea this unliappy tie, wben Iier former lover ' 

-the only lover of her choice-returns from Flan- 
ders, and appears before her in Lisbon. The first 
surprise over, she reproaches liis delay as the cause 
of her misfortunes. Then, yielding to the necessi- 
ties of her situation, md to the new obliptions 
which bound her, she gran@ him an interview, *at 

. they might make their peace and bid adieu for everm 
For this purpose, Don Luis is-adkitted into 
louse of Leonor. As bad luek, or the will of tLe 

. poet, would have it, he is there discovered by Don 
Lepe in eoneealment. Tbe latter, however, dreads 
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the stain which his honor would suffer from public . 

scandal, if a fatal affray sliould take place in bis 
own house. He, therefore, affects to believe the 
evasive explanations of Don Luis, and conducta 
Iiim'semetly to a door, whenee be makes his escape; 
~onsoling himself with tlie reflection, that a man 
W ~ O  seeks revenge must await the oceasion, and, 
until it be found, suffer, dissemble, and be silent. 
At length, ellance throws the husband and the ' . 

lover togetlier into the same boat, embarked upon 
th Tagus. There, Don Lope grapples with tlle , 

Bupposed destroyer of his honor, and throws him 
into-the stream. Thus much of his revenga ac- 
complished, Don Lepe returns to land, as if ship- 
wrecked ; and, having told Doña Leonor that bis 
Companion had pe&hed in the destruction of the 
boa& he aiFects to reeeive ber grief at the of 
her lover as if excited by his own danger. In the 
dead of that very ni$ he fires Iiis eountry-house 
upon the banks of the Tagus, and murders his wife. 
vire and water have thus combined to cleause bis 
honor of its stain, and he consoles himself with the 
reflection, that his seeret ia in good keeping, and 
that tbey will not proclairn his affront who cannot 
Proelaim his revenge. The story is only related to 
Ring Sebastien,.who observes, thst a secret injury 
calls for secret revenge, and they al1 set off to fight 
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- The Spanish sainetes, or farces, are very dif- 1 
I ferent from these long-winded old tragedies of capa 

y espada. The scene, instead of passtig i the 
+ .  

capital, is always laid in some obscure village; and 
tlie personageq instesd of beirig princes or nobles, 
are of the lowést class. 17ie stage is alternately 
trod by a gipsy, a courtesan, an alcalde or alguazil, 
a robber, a contrabandista, or a sexton. Tlie plot 
of tlie sainete is always perfectly simple, and turns 
more frequently upon the passing interests of a . 

- moment, than upon mstters whicli conoern tlie 
future happiness of the parties. The inside of a 

_- 
F 

- dwelling or posada, or tlie public square of a viilage, 
is laid open to tlie audience. A few of the worthies 
of tlie place come togetlier and talk for half an hour? 
uttenng kquivoques; snd sometimes saying things 

- -- - - - ---. - that are not at-al1 equivocal. TIiey at Fat  begin to 
quarrel, and get by the eam; tha chnirs and tables 

' 
are overturned in the confusion, and the parties 

. 'fa11 to beating eacli otlier off tlia &sge with pasted 
board clubs, which make a laud report, and gratify 

audience, withoiit breaking the bones of tlle 
comedians. 

 her re is no people who bave more jn tlleir 
manneni of tlie . grotesque - and amusing than the 
people of Spain. For this reason; tlie sdnete? 
which, like Gil Bb, is a copy and not an inventionp 
is always full of amusement. .The play  pon words? 



and the liveiy sallies of the gracioso, so offensive in 
serious piece~, are here no longer amiss. One has 
to laugh, not only at the wit of the sainete, but 
often at its very absurdity. Tlie n ~ e  of the- piece, 
too, and the list of personages, often sufice of them- 
selves to prbmote merriment, At time it is 
SaintAntoniofs pig, in which tlie characters are a 
peasant, hia wife, an alcalde, a castrador, and a 
sexton, the latter of whom hakes love weeessfully 
and talks Latin. At another, it is tlie Cause of a 
Ja~kass, pleaded by Iiis driver and an innkeeper, \)( 
before some worthy alcalde, ~ho~adminieters justice 
much after the manner of Saiicho in his island of 
Baritaria. Tlie interlude of OlaUa is a good spe- 
eimen of the Spanish sainete. 

Olalla is á country lass, sadly perplexed by the 
solicitations of severol equally detested suitors. One 
of tl~ern is a sexton, another a soldier, and a third 
no less a person than thé village doctor. I n  order 
to rid henélf of their entreaties, die determines to 
set them' al1 by the ears together. Wlieri, there- 
for% tlie ~exton.comes to see her, slie promises to 
grant llis most unreasonable request;if he will.dress 
Limse~f as a dead man and lay Limself out in. the 
church at midnight. From tlie soldier she next 
~ ~ t a i n s  a promise that he will go at the same hour 
and keep wateh over the corpse ; and tlie doctoi is 
Per5uaded to assume the attributes of tlie devi1,'and 
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gó to turn t h  d e d  man out of his coffin. ' Last of 
she notice to the dguazüs-constables- 

of the expected disorder. At the appointed hour, 
Rinconete, the sexton, goes to the church, ~vrapped 
from head to foot in a white sheet, with.a light in 
bis hmd, and with his. face covered with flour. 
Having stretched himself out in the place where 
the funeral mass is performed, he puts the candle- 
8tick bis breast, and commences a soliloquy on 
the wonder-working power of love. Presently the 
soldier appears, and takekes bis post trembliogly, wih 
shield and buckler. The sexton is greatly alarmed 
at the soldier, and tlie soldier miich more so in find- 
ing himself in private with a dead man, wbo pre- 
sently begins to talk with him and teil bim t h t  
there is no jest about it, but that he is redly dead* 
' U p  tbis the doctor enters, conred over witli fittle 
bells, having a pair of h r n s  on Iii head and a 10% 

tail beliind. He is tlie least frightened of all, and 
finds that tlie guise of tbe devil lends him coumge. 
The soldier, unused to face such foes, is greatb' 
dismayed, and the dead man beljeves that the devi' 
has indeed come for his own. Mesnwhile the devil 
advmces, estches the corpse by the feet, and pitehes 
it over upon the pavement. Tha dead man resents 
the blow. He fa& npon &e devil ; and the soldierf 
gaining eourage .as the &rife grows wam, begios 
to Iay about bim furiowly. As a finale, they are 
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all pounced upon in the midst of the affray, 
earried oñ by the justicia- 

they have in Spain short musical pieces, al led 
n a d i l k  and segudillas, which are sung, dance& - 

and recited by two or three performers. The n~usic 
is entirely national. One may find in these primi- 
tive little pieces the earliest stage of the opera As 
for the theatres of Madrid, they do not confine them- 
selvea to Spanish productions ; but more frequently 
reprevent tragedies, comedies, and melodramas in 
tbe modern taste, chiefiy translated from the Frenchm 
They likewise Iiave very fair Italian operas once 
'hice a week, which are given in the two theatres 

Pri?icipe. Their decoiation is neat, t h o ~ g h  plain, 
and tlieir scenery very good Each is capable of 
containing about fifteen hundred persons. In ar- 
mnangement tlese theatres cannot well be surpassed 
for comfort and convenienee. The hslf of the pit 
immediately behind the orchestra is divided into 
'OWS ~f seats, each with back and arms. They 
are like~ise nurnbered, so t ta t  s person may, late 
O' e a i l ~ ~  find bis place unoccupied. These seats . 
are ~alled 2unetas, and are either liired for a month 
Or for euening.. Tbey ~ o ? t  twe1ve re&,. or. 

4 .  



about h r e e  shillings. ' The remaining half of the 
pit contahs seats of inferior price and corivenience ; 

S snd, still fartler in the ibar, are people who stand 
up and see the pl;rj., mixed with royalist volunteers, 
who are present t o  keep order'. The  boxes are 
either hired for tlie'season or the night.' The pit 
is entirely oecupied ,by men. . For tLe exclusive 

, accommodation ofethe women, there is a large gal- 
lery directly in front of tlie stage, known by the 
whimsical name of the cazuela, stépi-pan. Here 
no gentlemen are admitted. T o  look on the 
pale faces, black m~ntillas, and biacker ayes of 

-- _- - the assembled damsels, one might almost believe 
them a party bf nuns,' siich as *ay be seen in 
the chape1 of a convent, peeping through a grating 
upon some solemn ceremony, and mting now and 

7 - -- then a furtive, 1 hsve sometimes fanaied, a wistful 
glance, upon the asskmbled multitude. This de- 
ception, however, is but mornentary; for the in- 

. mates of the cazuela.are, many of tliem, any tbing 
but nuns. It is somewhat unfbarable to the gen- 
t k r  sex to rema&, that, wliilst every thing &Oes 

.on orderly in the lunetas, the &uela iR often the 
scene of scoldihg and contention: This, Ilowever9 

may proceed from tlieir being more crowded tOg" 
ther than the inen, and being, furthermoref left 
entirely to theemselves ; whilst the men are watdied 

. < A  8 

and. taken care of by gundry fierce-Iooki~g redhtaS* 
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Be it as it may, the cazuela often aEorded me as 
much amusement .as the st* ; .fory what with the 
confusion of voices,' adjusting of hair and ma~tillag 
nods, glances, and agitation of fans, it bad the tur- . . 
moil and flutter of a mokery. . . 

The two companies of Madrid are of pretty equal 
force. If tliera be any digerence, i t  is in favor of 
the Prineipe. At the Cruz, the first parts are filled 
by Garcia Luna ; at the Principe, by La Torre, 
"he firsf Spanish tragedia11 of the day. La Torre 

pupil óf the celeb&ed ;Maiquez, who must, 
from al1 accounts, have been a wonderful actor. 
Maiquez had formed hirnself under the eye of Taima; 
and played for a while 6 t h  great success in Madrid- 
But being infected with liberal notions, he found a 
&fhulty in smotLering his feelings, and allowed 
himself on, several occasions to direct his iridignant 

-dwlamatiow t o ~ a r d s  the king, who nsed to come 
frequently to the theatre during the lifetime of Lis 
last queen. For tliis or for some other reason, he 
fell into diigraee, and was driven from the capital. 
Being nnable to delight other coun+es with tiiose 

wh;ch could. only . be qpreciated in his own, 
he languished in poveity sornkwhere in , Andalusia; 
where he at last pined away and died, just before 

retuni of the constitotiog. As for La Torre, 
he is above the middle size, aqd finely proportioned, 
but face is far'from han&some. His features are 
VOL. 1, 8 
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too la&, ando his face is deeply pitted with t11e 

nature rather than the ruleg of critics, La Torre 
' 

is still a long way from perfeetion, and is entirely 
a slranger to those quiet, thase wonder-working 
touclies, which gave such a charm to tlie actiog of 

Nor should 1 forgat to mention Guzman, ~ 1 1 0  

likewise "plays at the Principe, and who is far bet- 
ter as a gracioso than is La Torre as a tragedian- 

- .- - AS for the female performers, théy are equally peor 
in both theatres; a singular fact, which may, per- 
haps, find a cause in tlie disreputable character of 
the dramatic profession in Spain, which exeludes 
educated women froh tlie stage; and in tlie loose- 
ness of morals, whieli soon leads such as are besu- 
tiful ta abindon: an ungrateful professiop In pri- 
vate life the Spanish females are remsrkable for 
tact and sprightliness in conversation, and for thnt 
natural courtesy .which gives a charm to soeal in- 
tercourge. When tliey step upon tbe stW9 they 

, seem to Gave al1 their fascination behind t1lernw 
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at others they exhibit symptorns of weariness by 
gaping, or of inattention to tlia business of the scene 
by exchanging glances of. recognition and smiles 
with their acquaintances among the audience. 

But byfar the most objectionable appendageof the 
Spanish stage is its prornpter. ~e si& in a kind of 
trap-door in front of the stagg immediately behind 
the ligbts, eoncealed from the audience by a. tin box 
or screen. From hence he reads the whole of the 
piece, for tlie guidance of the players, wh6 eeldom a 

. mmmit their par@ to memory. His book and Land 
usually project upon the boarda, aud are seen point- 
i ~ g  from oie to another of the act& to indicate , I 

whse turn it is. His voice is always audible, and, 
o ~ ~ i o n a l l ~ ,  in a ~ ~ t h e t i c  part, his declamation 
becomes loud and irnpassioned, and he forgets '' , 

- - whme he- is uñtíl e called to urdes by tlie audience. 
Sbce the prornpter ,the actor, you fre- r 

rluently know in anticipation what the latter is to 
and the idea is conveyed by the ears' before' 

you see the action which is meant to accompany it. 
After a while the actor draws4 liimself up in a 
mYskrio~~ way, to repeat to you a secret which i s  
h a d y  in your possession. Thie ia .even more 
monstrou~ than the custom which prevailed in tlie 
infanc~ 'of. thi Greek drama, of having one maii .@ 

1 
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ceptipn is destroyed, and the cliief plewure of the 

lost entirely. It is an excellenee, which, with one 
or two solitary exceptions, is absolutely unknown 
to the Spanish comedians. They are al1 players. 

At 'al1 events, this is true of them' eqnsidcred as 
tragediaos. . In the sainete, the case is different, 
where the me& throwing away eloak and sword 
and kicking off the buskin, appear in the every-day 
garb of péasints, gypsies, and contrabandistas; and 
the women, laying aside their assurned and ill-worn 

1 expected to find tliem. 
But I had weIl riigIr forgotten to say something 

.of the dancink, ui$a]ly perf&ed 'as én interllde 
. between the play ind the farce. W h o  
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heard of the fandango?-a dance .whi& has been 
bequeathed to Spain by the Arabq together with 

1 ;  
I !  

the guitar and the castsnet ; and which, though now 
1 

I 

banished from refiued society in Spain, still prevails I / 
in al1 the cities of Suutli America. ~ h é  fandango I ( 

. 1 1  

is danced by two. persons, who stand opposite to 1 
! 

each other, and' who, without touching so mucli as 
I 

I , 
a finger, still contrive to interest eacli .other by 

I 

l 

alluring postures, by advancing, retreating, and ¡ 
! 

pursuing; the fernale flying for a time before her l 

partner like a scared pullet, and sbowing at last . I ' 
! 

I )  

evident symptoms of lauguor, Iiesitation, and ap- 
proaching, defeat. No one can deny tliat , the fan- 

' 1  
I 

dango is a most fascinating dance; and tllere is 
i 
I 

even a story told of it wLicli would set the matter i 

beyond , .  a doubt, aod wliich is, perhaps, hile as S I 
many other very good stories. 

The .  holy see, i t  appears, being incited by the 
"licitude of the Spanish clergy to attempt the re- 
formation of public in Spain, issued a decree 
forbidding t t e  exliibition ~f bull-fights, and sent a 
Reman bu11 to drive al1 the Spanish ones .out of the 
arena Tliis triumph pved-the wny for another. 
The fandango was pesently attaeked in form, 
%ing a tende& to excite Geliaste desires. . But 
as the reverend &nsistori ~f eardinals waq toa just 
to Pas9 sentence unlieard, even upon the. f~dango3 
3 cou~le were brought before - the .grave asemblage 
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to exhibit the delinquen t dance. TLe dancers made 
their appearance ' in tlie usúd eostume, took out 
tbeir castanets, raised their voices, and commeneed 
the fandango. The venerable fatliers first received 
.em with the look of sages, determined to hear in 
patience and decide justly. When the dance 
began, however, they contracted their brows and 
looked frowningly, as if each wonld conceal Lis 
own secret satisfaction. But at last nature over- 
carne dissimulation, their hearts warmed, tlieir 
~ountanances brightened, and, flinging their long 
hats and escull-caps at *ea& other, they began to 

_- - caper over the floor in vain imitation of the fan- 
,daogo. 

The fandango Iiaving thus su~cessfuliy pleaded 
- itn own defence, continues to appear nightly upon 

7 -- - - -,."- the Spanish stage, but the progress of refinement 

has gradually' stripped it of al1 indecorum. The 
, balero is neither more no* les8 than a new edition 

of the fandango, which coniaina al1 the beauties of 
the original, curtailed of every thing wl~ich 
offend the most scrupulous delieacy. There are 
several varieties of the bolero, known by distinct 
names, and whicli msy be danced by two, fonr, sixj 

• and even eight persons. To my taste, howeverg 
the most beautiful version of al1 is the cachucha It 
consisk of n natural succession of n1ovements at 
once easy nnd graceful, and has been well defined 
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rc a just and harmonious convulsion .of the whole 
1 I 
1 ;  

body." You are not astonished, as at the French 1 ,  1 :  

opera, by the execution of fea$ pf force and ugility, 
which you would deem impossible did you not see 

i l  
them, nor by a combination of intricate movements 

' j l 
in which the art consists in reducing confusion to 

I 
1 

order ; but you are led along, delighted by a series . 
of motions .and attitudes, wbich succeed each other 
$0 naturally that the daneers seem to be on the 
floor ratlier for their own amusement than for the 
purpose of exhibition. ' Tlie Andalusian bolero 
dances, not only with her feet, but likewise with 
her arms, 6 t h  the graceful inflexions of her body, 

I 

j 
wd with her speaking eyes. t 

1 have seen the cachuclia danced in many Spa- 1 

nish cities, but never well as one night in the 1 . 1 

theatre of &talags. On that occasion the eouple 
-"mld searce have been surpassed, either for good * 

looks or good dancing. Of the young man i t  5s 
but small p i s e  to say, thnt he was of fine size and 
~erfect proportions ;-for how could it be otherwise, 
when he bad been selected fr0m.a whole nation of 
well-made men to do tbe bonors of liis country'? 

this nature bad giveh him ; nor had art faiIed+to 
lend it assistanee. He wm dressed .in tlie 
cOStume of Andalusia, which*is known al1 over 
3ain  under the well received nnme of majo, or 



plaited with ribbons, whilst his luxuriant whiskers 
were trirnmed. into tlie true Andalusian 'curve. 
Over a shirt, richly worked at tlie breast, sleeves, 
and collar, he wore a green velvet'jacket, tno nar- 
row to meet in'front, and trimmed at  the lappels 
and cuffs with abundaoce of dangling gold buttons 
of basket-work. :Under this jacket, and indeed 
forming part of it,. was a waistcoat of tlie same 
material, richly embroidered with gold, and which 
served to tighten the outer jacket to the body. 
Tbe collar of his shirt was eonfined by a narrow 
scarf of yellow silk, which 'descended aloog the 
bosom, and his waist was girded..with many Nrns 

of a+sash of the same .material. He wore small- 
clothes of -green velvet, itudded with buttons from 
the hip to the knee; white silk stoekings and black 

>shoes; and an embroidered Iiandkerchief peeped 
from each pocket of his jacket. Such was the niajo 
of Malaga. ' 

But how shal1.1 give tlie reader an adequate idea 
of the charms of the óoZerczP for though here, tooj 
art hod been busy,fnatuie had done more, and had 
even surpassed lierself. ThougL taller than women 
usually are, slie was still z'of perfeot corrfo~ation~ 
with just enough of fullness to remove the imputa- 
tion of being lean, and to indiqte tlie perfection 
of q i l i ty  and grace. Her appearance offered One 

of the best eornxnents upon tlie eharacter of die 
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bolero; for her form had not suffered by the na- 
ture of the esercise, and was neither. cramped nor ., 
emaciated by painful exertion. Her head wore no 
other eovering than its own luxuriant tresses of jet 
black hair, parted in tha middle and decorated by a 
single red rose. A s  :for. her. complexion, it was of ' 

' 

a .  Rpe and ruddy brown, with features dignified 
enough, but rather laugliing and complacent ; white 
teetli, well-arched eye-brows and flashing eyes, 
such as are only to be met with in the mellow re- 
gion of Andalusia. There was, in fact, about this 
lovely girl the sir of bne wlio had inherited even 
more than a woman's share of soul and feeling. 

- Thé dr&s of the maja was of green silk trimmed 
6 t h  gold, and the lower half was entirely sur- 
rounded by a loose -se1 work of glittering gold 
fnnge. When she stood still, it hung in rich and 
heavy folds mdand her; but when turning' rapidly 
in the ~indings of the dance, it would expand into 
a golden halo. Though her dress rose high in (he 
neck, it left the ams at liberty, and their healthy 
Iiue relieved by black ribbons tied above the 
' ~ t  and e l b i ~ ,  whilst a string of the sarne con- 
f i n e ~  a eastanet to either thumb. . Over stockings ' 

of white sle , wore a light slipper, partially 
'OveR% a foot that did but .touch the ground, as 
if unwillingly, at the -heel and toe, and seemed to 
SPurn it. 
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At a preparatory flourish of the music the well- 
.' matched couple dart from behind the seenes, rat- 

tcng their casbnets. They are evidentljr well- 
pleased with themselves, and their eyes beam with 
good I~umor towards each other and the audience. 

' 

As for the bolera, she salutes us with a laugliing 
eye, a retreating step, a backward motion of tlie 
arms, z~nd a single stroke of her castanet. TLey 
are, in fact, only waiting for the murmur of ap 

. plause to pass away, that tbey may begin the en- 
tertainment. I would wilüngly make the reader 
follow them in this trial of grace, but to give an 

, idea of any dance where so rnuch depends on the 
' motion, the attitude, or the look of the moment, is 

an ung~teful  task. 1 will, therefore, merely te11 
him, tliat Iiere, as in most Spanish dances, there 

. . - - -., . . was implied a simple story of rural eoartship and 
coquetry, upon which to found a pantomime. The 
dancers alternately advaneed, drew bnek, pursued* 
retreated, pagsed and repa&éd each othr, keeping 
time al1 the while with their arms and c ~ t a n e t ~ ?  

: nay, with the whole body to the peculiar mush 
- . which was sometimes gay, sprightly, and animati%? 

sometimes wild, plaintive, and reproachfUl; es- 
pressing now contentrnent and happiness, nov tbe 
poignant sorrów of unrequited love. ~ o m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
there woold occur an &rupt break in the music, 
and they would iemah instant in the atetilde '" 
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whi& it ieft them. At others the bolera alone 
would pause, look with a satisfied sir upon tbe per- 
formance of her partner, and, not content *th 
striking the castmets in her extended would 
mark the time for him by a skilful motion of her 
heel. At this critica1 moment tlie curtain de- 
scended, and'inte~~ossd its dingy folds. The inter- 
ruption was most unwelcome. I thought 1. codd 
have gazed for ever. Nor was the impression 
merely mornentary; for never since that time have 1 
lmrd the sound of the castanet without a qiiickened 
motion of my blood, and a full recollection of that 
lovely Malipeiia. $ 

-Thé bull-fight is, however, the great national 
" "usement of Spain ; an amusement which, though 

it may be stigmatized as cri brutalizing, 
isj nevertheless, unequalled iú u,,p dnd anxious 
intemth I t  has furnished matter of much learned 
dis~ussion wl~etlier tlie Spniards derive their bulb 
fighta from tiie Romans or the ~ o o r s .  . I t  is, how- 
everj Pretty well establislied that tbe TaurilZrs of 

Romans were similar to those of m~dern~times*. 
It is equally eertain that the buU-figlit held an im- 
Portant rank in the chivalrous sports of the Arabian 
'paniards. Ha"ng adopted this custom of the con- 
qiiered country, tliey earried it to great perfection: 

le1 and . A*,.- 

* Clarke; L~tters concerning the Spanish Nstion- 


