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at CIL& beneoth our windom. My informant eoulcl 
not te11 me whether &e murderers were likely to 
suffcr for tlieir crime, The fact of one of thcm 
bcing n s tmger  rendered it probnble; but if tllcy 
hnd, money to. put into the hmds of an escritano 
or nobry, to fee him and &e judges who would le < d1ed to decide "pon the case, or to bup nn esatpc, 
or, ris a last resortj if tliey could procure tlie in- 
terposition of &e clergy, they might yet go un- 

' punished 
Tlie diligcnce m to leave Valencia at noon for 

biadrid Rnding tliat there mas yet lnlf on Iiour 
of idle time to be got rid of, I wandered to tlle 
~~rhedrol to pa~s  once more through its aisles, nnd 
&en ascended to &e top of the nntique tower d l e d  
hliquelet, to tGke a farewll look at Valencia nnd 

m - its environs. The canpartero was getting r a d ~  
to ring for tbe rnidday mas; nnd 1 therefore found 
fhe tower gnte open, and a person who ~ t a ~  f b l i -  

liar 6 t h  ewry object of tbe landscape rmd)' to 

nnswer my inquiries. The city upon mLicb 1 
looked down pined notliing from tliis poini of 
view. The irregular. rmfs of all tlie buildine 
public and private, weie covercd with rude 
nnd the streets, now seen coIIectiveIy ss in a mnP 

, shocked the eye by their mont of regulariQ- ;'' 
the siglit gradually extended ib cirde, it wk '" 
objects that were more ~ e e a b l e :  tlie ve*t 



Glorieta, witlt its trcea and founkins; di& Gato o€ 
thc Cid, and thc numerous erqenues lending to the 
mptfai; the five bndge~ of tlie Guadolaviar, .and 
tlie promenades wliicli skirt its banks. Tlieac were 
enclosed iii tlint wide expansi of . verdure, inter- 
spcncd every wlierc with villages und fami-hous- 
to wbich tlie Spnniards llave gioen tlie glowing 
name of Huerta de Valencia, tlie orchard of Va- 
lencia, wbose fertility Lad no other bounds but the 
lsea nnd mounhins. 
By tlie time 1 liad regained the office of the dili- 

gente, the bells of tlie cathedral and of the many , 
~hurcbes and convents of Valencia were tolling for 

, n ~ n .  The maeh wcs ready in the sheet, and the 
rnperintendent, way-bill in Land, was d l i n g  over 
&e namea of the passengers, and assigning to each 

Kar for tlie journey. 1 Lad taken a comer of 
- obriolet, a i~d  found the adjoining one oecupied 

a Spanish offieer, n colonel 6f cufadores, wlio 
Iind 8 poir of Iiorse pistois in tlie coach poeket be- 

him, with bis abre clotbed in buckskin, nnd 
upright in the corner to keep sentry over 

'bem- He had oil a red jacket worked witli gold 
wer wlich an smple cloak of blue, lined 

"ith red velvet, and on bis heels a pair of long 
bms spiin that were mntinudly incommading bim 
dunng the journey. His tcl<nlzo nas bung up over- 
h a d  replace? by a light bonnet o€ blue cloth, 
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adorned iri front with a gold Jleur 'de lis, tlie'com- 
mon badge of the Bourbons. He had a fair round 1 
face, and well nurtured mustaches, and appeared to 

me a very yaung man to be a colonel. Indeed his 
whole appéaranee indicated more familiar; ty witli 
$he drawing-room than with the stir and stnfe in- 
cident to . his .profession. 1 aftevards found he ' 

was a conde, or count ; and having thus been born 

map, or dictionary ond grammar of the language, 
we gosslpad togetlier throughout tlie journey. - I n  

- - the interior were two pássengers, besides one of tlie 
proprietors of tlie cliligence; a 'wary old 'Catalan, 
who e s  performiog a tour of observation tlirougli 
the ünq to look into the state of &e teams, of the 

where the coach stopped, and of other rnatters 
relating to the service of the eompany. He mrrkd 
witli liim a small blank book, bound wi th parclimenh 
and a portable inkhorn, with a, couple of super- 
annuated pens in it. Tliese material8 for authorshi~ 
ha would produce every night aftar ~upper, nnd? 
spreading them out amid the wreck of the repash 
proeeed to .write up llis journal. . The rotunda con- 



tainéd onc s o w r y  occupant, a candidate for the 
priesthood, wh'o was going to pursue his titudies in 
Alcala. This was one' of the fast-taIking ~ o u t h s  
wlio had shared in our disaster near tlie Ebro. : 

With tliese five persons for travelling companions, 
and a good-natured Cahlan, callerl Lorenzo, for s 
mayoral, w e  turned our backs upon Valencia, and 
took our course to tbe south-west, jn the direction 
of San Felipe. As on the approach t~ the ciQ 
from tlie other sidg our roid now lay through 
cultivated and well-uratered fields, which at tlie 
same time-were planted with orchards of every kind 
of friiit, and . esgeei6lly 'the mulberry, olive, and 
algarroba. On the left we passed.the Albufera of t 

Valencia, a fine lake wliich abounds in f i ~ h  and 
1 

water-fowl. The ñeighbouring country is entirely 

- - laid out iri rice, of 'whieh such a quantity is pro* 
ducedi that tle oof the king, wlio claims six- 
teen per cent. as pr~prietor, and probablyLreceives 
much less, is worth anniially near fifty thousand 
dollars. This princely estate belonged, d u r i n ~  the 
sl~ort reign of King J o i i h ,  to Marslial Suchef , 

- ~ 1 1 0  c~mmanded the Frencb foices in tliis part of - 
S~ain,  and w& almost &e onlpóne of his countfy~ 

who promoted' successf~lly the cause of Nai 
poleoni ar~d was at the '8ame time able . to win tbe 
aRection~ .of the Spaniords. Tliis distinguishéd ge- 
neral lost his estate oh the rkstorátion of $e Bour- 
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bons, biit preserved the title of Dukk of Albufera, 
which, with the peerage conferred by Louis XVIII., 
bas lately devolved upon his son. In the afternoon 
we carne to a smd1 stream which fiowed under a 
few scattering algarroba trees3 whose foliage, as 
wel1 as the grasi tbat grew upon its banks, seemed 
to catcli new verdure from tl~e fertilizing element* 
Here a party of trnvellers had Lalted to make a 
rude meal upon the bread and sausages which tliey 
had brough't with tliem, whilst their mules and 
asses were likewise refresliing tliemselves nlong tlle 
margin of tbe brook. 

/ - ---- . . When the sun was sinking in the west, we began 
to sscend thk mountains, which seerned to grow 
more formidable as we approached tliem, winding 

' 

occasionally tlirough narrow and concealed gorges, 
-- - - - -** - -or crossing an eminence which overlooked a wide 

expanse of the rich plains below and of the more 
distant Mediterranean, At the sumrnit we carne 
in if fixogente, wliile on tlie left were seen 

tlie turrets of San Felipe. This city was callen 
Jativa by the Moors, and wk once famous for its 
manufactures,' particularly of paper, whicli, if 
mistake not3 it claims the honor 'of inventing; an 
iniention, in itséffeots upon the progress of civili- 
d o n ,  not unwoithj. of being compared to that o f 
printing itself. ' In tLe war of sueeession between 
t l ~  French nnd Austrian pretenders to the vacant 
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tlirone of Sfain; Jativa was so unfortunate as to t 

cspouse the aiuse which * proved. unsuccessfu~ 
Pliilip V., when he at  length got possessioii of the 
place, w b  so greatly exasperated against tlie in- 
habitants, that he caused it to be demolislied, and 
in its stead founded a city to wliich he gave the 
renowting name of his patron saint, San Felipe. 
Another honor claimed by San Felipe, and i t  is 
indeed a proud onq is, that it gave birth to tbe 
distinguished paintbr, Joseph Ribera; whom, for bis 
diminutive. size, the Itolians eliristened Spagnoleto- 
On the road whicli leads to San Felipe is a small 
bridge, thrown over a torrent in wliich a widowed 

Making a n  hoiiomble exception to tlie unworthy - 

 le, ttliat misery loves cornpany,-slie caused tKs 
bridge to be erected, that no 0 t h  m h e r  
Buffer Gké herself. I t  still bears the name of the 
Widow'e Bridge, or, in the more melodious lan- 
Page of the country, Puente de la Viuda. 

At sunset we arrived at a venta, or solitary iiin, 
which ]ay at a diort distance from Mogente. We 
had journeyed forty-eight miles, and, ins tad  of 

I ' 
going in a direct line towards Madrid, had been 
making a right angle to its direction from Valencia, 
and, to look on tlie map, were not a jot nearer 
destination tlian when. we started. SO- much for 
communiartiong in Spain. In the venta we found 
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a.German mercliont, wlio Iiad come from Alicante 
to take paasage witli us to Madrid. He proved an 
ogreeable compauion, and brouglit his .sliare of 
amusement' to our already pleasant little party. 
When supper uvas over, and our passporta bod 
been returned by the intendant of police, each hur- 
ried to Iiis bed, in ordei to irnprove the few hours 
tbat were to intervene before we should renew our 
journe y. 

Tlie next day we were called at an early how, 
and by tllree o'clock were already in motion. 
There was a keen wind from the north-west; and 
as we 'wkre going in that direction, i t  drove into 
tlie cmnnies of the cabriolet, and produced 
withering sensation of the most intense cold, wbich 
to me was the more severe that 1 had no great CWL 
~ y '  eompanion Iiad rolled himself up in bis smple 
doak unti1 nothing but hii cap was visible, and 
seemed to de@ tlie weather. Seeing that tlle 
mayoral Lad a variety of sheepskins and blankets 
undei him, 1 procured from hirn the warm fleeeY 
skih of a merino, wliich I rolled closely round mY 
torpid feet. Thus partially relieved, I sougbt 
support of tlie corner, and mis soon asleep. 
- When the rnorning carne, we no lon'ger bebeld 

vineyards and fruit trees of Valencia, 3" 

expmse of sea and rnauntaios. On reaelhg tbe 
silmmit óf tlie rnountsinb near Mogeote, we had 
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entered on that vast leve1 region whicli forms the 
greater part of the two Castiles, and lies near two 
thousand feet above the leve1 of tlie sea; an elemted 
plain in tlie midst of the Peninsula. Nothing can 
be more tinqualified than the gloomy character of 
tliis plain. Wben we first entered it, a solemn 
group of olives might occasionally be seen, sheltcred 
by a slight inequality of the sorface of the co.untry; 
but in advancing, these too disappeared, until the 
monotony at last became p e ~ e c t  and pervading. 

The utter .destitution of trees in La Mancha, 
and the almost equal deficiency of tliem in the 
other provinces which form tha central regions of 

'* Spain, is attributed partly to tlie flat, unslieltered 
nature of tlie country, and the dryness of tlle cli- 
mate, but chiefly to a prejudice which tlie inha- 
bitants have entertni~ed from time immepaorid 
qainst-tllern, being the means of attracting and 
shel tering birds, tl~ose bus y pilfer ers. After having 
long since stripped the country of its trees, &e 
Catilian, instead of creating niirseries for their . 

*esestordon, has soch an abhorrence for every thing 
0f the kind, that he will even prevent the establish- 
ment of them along tha high roads, by wounfing 

- those wlich tlie government has been at the ex- 
Pense of planting there. In consequence of their 
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with' no'trees to moderate its force or attract hu- 
midity, has grsdunlly lost its streams and fountairis, - 

to-mark the forgotten sources of former fertility. 
The - greater part of this eoiintry is, liowever, 

susceptible of beiiig rendered productive, and espe- 
a cially of furnishing wheat and wine of tlie finest 

qualíty ; but its population is so dwindled, and has 
so partial an interest in tlie produce of the soil, 
which is monopolized by an inactive clergy and 

--- footilig. The system' of &anuring is not generally 
practised; and thus, while three fouitlis of tLe 
eountry remain fallow, ttie rernainder.only produces 
a scanty crop -of grain -or potatoes. The great 
distance between the towns, too, and the,insecunty 

* - +  - - of life and property, which' prevents tlie f'armers 
from, living each isolated on the land whieh he 
eultivates, are addi tional checks. to agriculture and 
yopulation. :- We ,frequeiitly travelled eight or ten 
miles without finding 'a single habitation 011 this 
road, one of 'the most irnportmt in Spain, and 
wliich, perhtipq ww a R.ornan way in th& time of 
Casar. Wfien, too, afkr houn of mpid travellingy 
we a t  length -carne to a town, nothing could be 
more gloomy than its ippeamce. As there were 
neither-hills uor foriests iñtervening to obstrb~t the 
vjew, it could be seeñ. a. Ion& way off, witli i@ ill- 



1 

I 

uf liouSes plastered over uith elay, which, being of 
tlie color of the soil, were only distinguished from 
it by &ing above the cheerless horizon. A t  the 
entrance of each town was +a gate for receiving 
tlie duties on al1 tlie articles which passed, and in 
the centre of it a square, round which'were tlie 
different buildings of the ayuntamiento, or 'mu- 
nicipality,' of the posada, of the butelier, baker, 

liad but a cliéérless look; &hile, as a key to tliis 
desolation, the master of eáeh might be seen, list- 
less and unoceupied, enveloped io a tattered cloak; 
and moping like a st&a within the doorway. It 
w% besides, the season of sadness and decaying 
"ature. There were no cattle, no pasture: and 

single harvest of tlie fafmer having already 
Iieen gathred, nothing. biit a dosty and faded 
'ub le  remained upon tlie soil, to.attest thst it had 

been produetive. 1 had at length airived in 
a country where foreats and the feathered songsters 
"hO f i ~ d  t h i r  hime iu them were alike proscribed. 
As 1 looked round the d h l  exianse, unpaned 
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1 
by either tree or bush, I was at a loss to imagine 
-upon what the inhabitants could subsist, unless, 

1 .  indeed, it was on the recollections of the past, or 
apon tlie. poetic associutions which Cervantea has 

I faitened to their soil. How different al1 tliis from 
the streams, the trees, and the gardens we had left 
behirid us in the Huerta I .  

On reaching this mountain plain, the change, in 
charakter of the eountry was even surpzGsed by the 
change in the climate. The day before, we had 
basked at Valencia in a summer'e sun, tempred 

_ by Mediterranean breezes ; wheieas bere we were 
a' 

' 

met by a cold wind, which rushed unclecged over 
the wild monotonous plains, and seerned to freeze 
one's blood. - It was indeed cold; there could be 
no mistake about it; for we found ice in several -- - -* -- - -, 
pláces, long after the sun had risen, though it YM 

only' the fourth of November. , 

This sudden cliange of climate in so s l id a 
distaiice calls for a corresponding change i n  the Po0 
pular costume. Besides s waistcoat and jacket of 
cloth covered with abundanee of silver buttons, tlie 
inhabitant usually weara a jacket of skin, with the 
wool'o~twards, which once warmed the back of 
some black merino; or, instead of this, .m smple 
cloak of. brown, tlie right fold of which is tllrown 
over the left ~houlder with a Rornan The 
head is covered with a pointed cap of  black veIveh 
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' the ends of whicli being drawn do- over tlia ear% 
' /  

leave exposed ' a forehead which . is usually higli3 
and features wliich are always manly. Instcad of 
tLe pimitive braga of the Valencian, we ~ O W -  find 
tight breachesi sustained above the hips by a' red 
sash, and fastened the whole way down the outkide 
of the tliigh bybell buttons. In the place of the naked 
leg and hempen sandal, are woollen stockinga, &out 
shoes, weli shod with nails, and gaitara of leather 
curiously embroidered. These are fastened at the 
top with a gay-coloured striag, and .not buttoned 
the whole WY up, but leR opeo for tlie purpose of 
displaying a muscular calf, and to produce tllaat 

I 

jguty air which pleases the Eancy of a Spaxiiard. 1 ' 

Tlie poorer people, instend of shoes st~ckings, i ,  
liad ttieir feet simply wrapped in bits of old clotli I 

oi. blanket, and covered witb sltins boun? to the . 

l 

to an equal extent with tlle &original Americans. 
T h e ~  are stigmatized by strangers as being proud, ' 

grave, ina~tive, and silent, more* ignorant and more 

. 
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nttaclied to tlieir antique prejudices than tliose of 
tlieir nation, who, living in the- neighbourliood of 
tlie sea, have gained sometliing by commercial in- 
tercourse. Be this as it may, 1 could not help ad- 
miring tlie unbent form and lofty bearing .witli 
wliich those poor fellows strode forward, enveloped 
in khreRdbnre cloaks, tlieir feet bound in sandals of 
untanned lestlier, disdaining to ask tha alms they 
so 'evidently needed, or to betray any sense of in- 
feriority to those who were better . apparelled tlian 
themselves ; nor could 1 avoid the conclusion tliat, 

_A-- _ if the Castilian be fallen from bis proud rank ainong 
N/' 

- 
the people of Europe, we must not aeek the cause 
of this abasement in tlie man himself; but in the 
institutions which have crushed liim, , , 

Tlie road over tliis monstrous region was nlrnost 
- - *  - * -  - * - m -  as* lonely as the surrounding country; Occasionall~, 

indeed, we could see a large covered Gaggon, miles 
ahead of us, rising - like a house at the end of tlle 
roa& sud drawn by a string of mules as long as die 
train of our diligente. .. One that we pssed had 
pots and kettles and chairs euspended about it> 
if a family were moving, whilst beside i t  were fow 
or five sservanta, arhed witli fowling+ieces. 0'' 
colonel at once recognised their livery, anb putting 
down the conch-ivindow, waved bis bandkerchief to 

&e t-vellers. One of the servants soon overmok 
and, jornping to the Jmx of. the mayoral, r@e 
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awIiiIe witli us, aiiswering the inquiries of oir  1 

colonel, cC Corno esta Za Marquesa ?" and a ~ I ~ O U L  
sand others, al1 eriding with Marptusa. A mar- 
chioness ! thought 1-perhaps the wife of a gran&, 
mking a nine days' journey in a wagon, from 
Valencia to Madrid ! At otlier times we overtook 
groups of dusty rhiiles and &es, loaded. witl  sacks 
of tvlieat or skins of wine, and driveii'by fellows in 
eoats of sheepskin. They were uusal1y walking, 
to work off the cold. Once we saw them stopping 
by turns to drink .wine from a leathern bottle, the 
drinker looking steadfastly towards the Iieavens; 
like Sancho, in tlie adventure of the wood. Afi 
enviius gime of our mayoral to tlie upraised 
bottle was a sufficient hint to these siAp1e roadsters, 

- 
1 

and one of them carne running witli it beside US, 
l 

to make a tender, ~ h i c h  was sure not to be re- 
jected- Early in the morning \ve met a hoif-naked 
muleteer of Valencia, bestriding one of a string of 
mules, returning homewaid. He seemed io bave 
been bafñed in his ealeulations, anci' prematurkly 
OFerbken by the coll, like Napoleon in Russia; 
fq rolling bis blanket. tiglitly about him, arid 
drawiug up 114 legs, so -as to bRng them un&r the 
broad folds- of bis linen bregas, he hurried his 
mules forward, eager-to esmpe from tlie onfriendly 

Having journeyed sirteen miles; we carne to 

t 
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Almansa, in tbe' kingdom of M u r c i ~  over a corner 
of which the road paises to Madrid. This old city 
derives iis celebrity from the bloody brittle fought 
in its neighbourhood, in the beginning of tlie last 
century, Between the forces of the PArchdiike Pre- 

tender and the Marshal Duke of Berwick. The 
signal victory acliieved by thá latter decided tlie 
dispute of - suecession, and secured ' the Spanish 
c r o h  to the grandson of Louis XIV;. T h e  family 
of tliis illustrious son tof James 11. continues in 
Spain to - the present day, enjoying - the highest 

-- -- 
honors. Jlist before reaching Almansa, we carne 
to'an inconsiderable pyramid, erected upon tlie site 
of the battle, which it is every way unworthy to 
commemorate. - 

- 7 

. Our arrival rtt Alminsa was most welcome to al1 
- - ..*_- _ of-3s; and the diligente had scarce paused in f r d  . 

of the inri where are were to eat our brealrfast, be- 
fore +? al1 abandoned if descending carefully, 
our legs, whichewere brittle with the cold and ter- 

por, ~hould  break under us ; and when faírly the 
ground we hobbled with bne aecord to seek out tbe 
kitchen' of the ' By Smoke- ciroulaW 

I throughout tlie building we soon found the place of 
wbich we were in search. Thl: kitchen was a s4uae 
rOOm, with a funnel roof, having a large hole at 
top for the escape of the srnoke. In the middle of 

d the- earthen floor wos a lkrgé fire of -bnishwoo 
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blazing and sending forth volumes of smoke, tliat 
eitlier circulated in tlie room or soiight the apextui.? 
above. Round this primitive firepkce was a close 
ring of tal1 Murcians and CastiIi~ns, or bare-legged 
Valencians, whose fine forms and strongly-marked 

I 

features were brought into increased. relief by the 
glare of tlie fire. ' A t  one side of th'e room was a 
dresser of mason-work connected with. the wall, 
whicli conbined small furnaces heated with char- 
coal. Here was an old dame, with three or four 
bnxom daughters, .preparing our breakfast, which 1 
discovered was to coiisist, arnong other. tliings, of 
eggs fried in oil and tlie universal puchero. The 
amval of the diligente had accelerated rnatters, ~6 
tliat 1 happened to come up just at the interesting 
moment when tlie pld woman was holding the pot ! 

in both hands,,and turning its eontents into an im- 
I 

'"lense dish of glazed iarthen ware. First would 
a piece of beef, then a slice of bacon, next tlie , 

le& tlligli, and foot. of a chieken jurnping out in a 
hmr~ ,  and presentlp a'whole shower of garbanzos; 
I ~aid not a word, for fea* of distnrbing the opera- $ 

but Ribbing my han& and ~nuffing up ' e  
'do'> 1 bethought myself of my cola feet, and joined . l 

group that w,as huddled ciosely about the fiibi 
The eir~le at once made 'roorn for. me; but un; 
fortunately I was on the smoky side, aid, befok I 
had bepn  to thaw, rny eyes were suffuaed 
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with tears. It is t l ~ e  province of tears to e~c i t e  
pity. A stout Manchego who shod near, com- 
passionating my suffering,. grasped my arm . and 
pulled me into his place, taking mine in its stead. I 
woilld have remonstrated, but he stiook his' finger, 
as if it  were al1 one t o  him; and said, ccNo le hace." 

Leaving Almansa at ten, we journeyed forward 
over a dull and leve1 coiintry until sunset, when we 
arrived at the considerable town of Albacete, wliiell 
boasts some rough manufactures in steel and iion, 
and an annaal fair in September, whicli is one of 
the most frequented in Spain. Having rePosed - until three in the .morning, we oncé more set 
forwar.. Tlie cold \vas not less severe than the 
morning before; but my system had become á little 
hardened to it, and besides my forrner travelling 

- . - - - - - companion, the student in the rotunda, had lent me 
bis black uniform cloak, which he had replaced by 
heavier one of brown ~10th. * To be sure, if it were 
not for t$e name, 1 miglit as well have covered mY 
self with a cobweb; for this apology for a doak 
was, from old age nnd much briishing, quite as thin 
as paper, and tad doubtless served in the fa mil^ of 
the young rnan for several generatiuna of ~ $ ~ ~ ~ a '  
antes. It was, furthemore, very narrow in the 
skirts, and rny iain endeavours to o11 myself 'p 
in it  furnished abundant amiisernent to mY 
panions, who would fiitiin hltw persiiaded me to put - .  
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on t l~e cocked hat of the student, to cómplete the 11 : 
I 

metamorphosis of the Aliglo-Americano- .4 I~ 

From Albacete we went to El Provencio, in tlie 
province of Cuenca, which, witli those of Toledo 
snd Madrid, tlirough which the remainder of our 
road lay, form part of New Castile. Cuenca is an 

l 

arid and sterile region, the most d'asert in the whole 
Peninsula. Tlie streets of El Provencio were j 

sbewed with'the yellow leaves of the sdron, of 
1 

t ,  

' I 
wllich Iarge quantities are raised in the neighboui- 
hood. This plant is pepared in the forrn of a 
powder, whieh serves 8s a dye for the coarse goods ! 
made in the wuntry, and is likewisé universall~ 1 

. usfd 5' cookiog, to season tlie soup and puchero. 
Leaving E1 Provencio, after breakfast, as was our - 

custorn, we a11 went to sleep. When we had ad-. ¡ 
Vanced about twenty miles, 1 was startled by 

l 

- unusual noise,-and, o* looking round, found that : 

it proceeded from ten or twelve windmills that were 
- 

drawn up on the top of a ridge oi either side of the , I 

r ~ a d  before ua They seemed etationhd there to I 

dispute the passage of the place, a circumst&ce' 
1 1 

~hicll ,  doubtless, soggested to Cervantes the rare 
adventnre of the windrnilla; for these which ~ O W  

f l a ~ ~ e d  their heavy arms in defiance at us were no 
"'ler the $aits of Don Quixote. Having 
left them behind, we carne unhuit in sight of El 
Tob~so-a place not lesi famous than the Troy of 

VOL, 1. L 
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~ & e r  and of Virgil. This considerable villsge ' 
lsy a league -or more to the left of the road, with a 
single tower and some dingy houses rising above 
the plain. 1 lookkd in vain for the grove in wliich 
the sorrowful knight awaited the return of Sanclio, 
who lad gone to Toboso to beg an audience of tlie 
Dulcinea whom he had never seen. 1 took it for 
granted that the wood had sprung iip for the express 
accommodation of the poet, for during the whole 
day's ride 1 do not remember to have seen a single 
tree. 

_- -- 
x *A single fact, found in the delightful Memoirs of Rocca, 

whilst it shows how universal is the fame of Cervanteq dis- 
', plays also the-benign influence of letters in awakening the 

kinder sympathiesr of our nature, and stripping eveu war of 
itB sternness. It reminds me of what 1 have sornewhere red  

- -  -- of an Athenian army, defeated and made captíve in Bicily. 
The prisonem were ordered to be put to death; bu4 out 
of reverence for Euripides, such kf his countrymm ar coul(1 

X repeat his verses were spared, , 

If Don Quixote was of no service to widows md orpbans 
whilst alive, his rnemory at least protected the country ofthe 
imaginary Dulcinea fiom some of the horrors of war. When 
our soldias discovered a aornan st the window, thq 
Out, PoiZa Dulcinea!' Instead of flying before us 8s elsese- 
where, the inhabitants crowded to see us pass; and the 
of Don Quixote and Ddcír~ea becme a fnendly watchmrd 
and a bond of union." 

Don Quixote ia written indifferentiy with an r orj* Botb 
&ese letters take the pronunciatimi of h befme a YOW~!; a 
guttural pronun"&tion, which, donbtless, derives its or1gin 
fmmM the Saracens. 



ing was consecrated by the oddest associations, 
though itself a dull, iuivsried.w@e. Every thing 
that met my eye furnished rnatter of amusement. 
Near Toboso we saw an. iminense flock of tirilcl. - , 

pigeons, blackeuing the field on which they liad 
aliglited. Our guides frightened tliem from tlieir 
resting-place, and they kept alternatively Aying and 
alighting before us for an hour. These wliimsical 
Krds would, doubtless, have furnished La Mancha's 
knight with an exeelleht adventure. When within 
a lesgue of Quintanar de la Orden, and with the 
town in sight, we descned three liorsemen in the 
road befora us, apparently awaiting our arrival. AS 
we carne up, they a~peared to be accoutred end 
armed, each aecording to llis taste, but al1 had steel 

- -  -- ~abres and carabines, which hung at the side of their 
saddles behind them. One of them liad .a. second 
carabiue, or -ratlier fowling-piece, on the otlier side ; 
and as we approaclied, we beheld smaller weapons, 

as pistols, long knives, and firks, sticking 
tb~ough their belts or lodged at tlie saddlebow- 1 
Wiekly prepared the pisto1 which the. ~olonel had 
lent me, and, wken he had done tlie stlme, 1 thought 
that if Don Qukote b d  been nkar tto aid ~ $ 9  the 
Mntest would not have been so unequal. When . 

alongside of them, the faces of these fellows 
hibited scars and sla1las,. par tially covered with 

L 2 
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-wliiskers and mustacbes confounded togetlier ;, and 
the glare of their eyes was at the same timé fear- 

-1ess and stealthy, like that of the tiger. Bit  there 
was no cause for alarrn. These fellows, whateier 
they might once have been, were no robbers ; for, 
beside th6 red cocliade, which sliowed 'they were 
true servants of Ferdinand, each wore a broad 
shoulder-belt kith a plate of brass in front, and 
on i t  engraven Real Diligencia. 

- These fellows, instead of intending to plunder 
.us, had come tp prevent others from dohg so ;' for 

---- . wbich service they liad received a dady salary from 
.,- S the company, ever, since abou t tliree . montls before, 

when the .diligente had been robbed on its way to 

Valencia, almost in sight of Quintanar. There 
weré several other situatioi~s through which we L3d 

- -  -- - - - - -  - a l r d y  been escorted 'since tlie commericement of 
our journey ; but hitherto the guards had been 
soldiers of the roya1 army, such as had accompanied 
us occasionally in roming from Barcelona. It 
chanced t5at these troopers belonged to the verY 
regiment of horse'- of which my eonipanion 7" 
colonel ; but as they lived dispkried in the villages 
0ver.a large extent of country, they had never seen 

:him before. I t  was curious enough to bear him 
. occasionally~ addressing those who rode beside 

. qnd telling them Soy su coronel," .<! 1 am your 
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dent, theS three bands of gold lace which bound the 
cuffs Of Iiis ,jacket,' and wlich iñ Spaiii mark. 
rank of  all. ofE,cen above a eaptah; fof nene of 
higher rank year epaulettes. Indeed he, wouM ' 

usually turn-back his cloak to expose its red velvet 
lining, and projet$, his a&s negligently out 'of 
window, pi rabe tLem to curl bis muswhes, when- 
ever he enteredAa village ; and this he now did as 
we weri whirled- rapidly intq Quintaoar. . 

Just befoie reaching the gate we had halted to 
take up two children, a boy and a $1, who bad 
come oYt to 'meet us, and seemed' d r e e d  for the 
occasion. They were the children of our mayoral. 
Lorenzo, who hád come With  hk family from - 
~ataionia to keep a in Quintanar, and to 
be one of the conduetors of the diligente. H a h g  
kissed each as he to& it up,, and placed one on each 

- -.- side of him, he smacked his whip, as" if with con- 
tentment, and kept looking first at one and then at  
the 0 t h  the whole way to the door of the posada- 
1 s& that there conld be good feilínga 'nnder the . 
"d cap of ~ataloi ia .  . , . 

The noise of oiir entry into .the little ,town' 
bro~gllt into the strect al1 those who had nothing 
htter t o  do, as well" stable-boys, serving- 
maid~, and 0th6rs as . had . more immediate con- 
cern our irrival. Among them ?as 4 large. and 
finblooking , . wirnan, . . .  whi . withdiew yithiq &e ¿loory 

t..: 
, .C < '+ " - . .  

<c. ' - I 

E ' .  t I 
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- way of the inn when tlie diligenee lialted, and 
there received Lorenzo, and in sucli a way ay 
sliowed ske could be no other than his svife. Here 
was an end to al1 services from our mayoral; so 
leaving him, Eneas  like, to te11 over his toils and 
receive consolation, we descended with one aecord 
to make the most of OUF mornentsry home. 

Most of the inns we had hitlierto come to 'had . 
been established nnder the irnmediate patronage of 
the Catalan company. Tliey were in consequence 
well kept, and, tliough in a homely way, were 
wanting in no eomfort tliat a reasonable traveller 

*_Y--- - 
,/ 

could ask for, but possessed many that 1 was not 
prepared to find iu a Spanish posada. Witli none, 
Iiowever, was tliis so much tIis case as with tlie one 
we now entered. The building itself <lid not seem 

-. -. .. . . , to have been originally intended for an inn; for, 
contrary to the usual custom in Spanisli posadas, 
the dwellings of man and beast, of men and mules, 
were completely separate. . I n  the better days of 
Quintanar, it had more probably been the family 
mansion of a race of hidalgos. Tlle large door 011 
tha street opened upon a vestibule, leading to 
square court, whicli had in tlie centre tlie dry basin 
of what had once been a fountain,- md was sur- 
rounded by liglit pillar8 of rnarbIe, bebind wlliell 
wepe an upper and lower corridor. Along b&li 
sides of the veitibiile. atcre stone boiiklics, whicIi9 

4 

8 

C 



as yell os e v e j  otlier part of the building, had 
been newly whitewaslied. Here were basins of 
glazed earthenware' and pitchers of water, with a 

clean towel of coarse linen for eacli passenger, 
Iianging from nails ap ins t  the wall. 
paused bere to get rid of the dust which we had 
eollected during the day, we next sought out the 
kitcben, wh i~h  was in an entirely different style 
from tlie one in wliich we had varmed qurselves at 
Almansa. The cooking operations were, indeed, 
performed over charcoal furnaces, much in the 
same way; but instead of the rude roof and bonfire 
in tlie middle of the apartment, there was here an 

/*i%ense fireplace, oceupying tha whole of one end 
of the room, and which called strongly to my mind 
a kitchen cliimney 1 had seen more tlian a year 
before in thc 01d ~hateau of the Count de Dunois, 

- the appendage, in times gone by, of baronial hospi- - 
tality. At eacli side of tlie large aperture were 
benches incorporated with tlie wall, and wliich, 
being within the chimney it~elf,  and covered with 
esparto, formed deligl~tfd sofas for h e  cliilly and 

. fatigued traveller. Here theii did we bestow our- 
 elv ves, to await contentedly and even overlook the 
Preparations for o w  eveniag repast; and, as we 
"haled the well-aavored odor- that arose from it, 
We chatted sociably and clieerfully arnong ourselves, 
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damsels who were performing eo near us tlieir 
well-ordered operations. 

The evening bad set in cold, and tlie cheerful 
blazing of our fire offered an attraction: which 
brought togetl~er mmy of the worthies of Quin- 
tanar. Tlrie ill-favored members of our escort, now. 
divested Of every thing but spurs and sword-belt, 
were amo% the' number. They were to accom- 
pany us the next morning tlie whole of the first 
s t e  beyond the village, and were. talking over in 
rnonosyllables, with Lorenzo, tlie .preparations for 
our departure. Wlierever we had hitherto stopped, 
the rohbery of the ' diligente near th'e Ebro lad 

ii; 
*: E 

furnished a h i t f u l  and anxious sobject of discus- 
: , 
j , ~ i  don. .A robbery-of tha diligefice, attended tpith 
. 1 ;l;! murder, wás not so cominon an  occúrrence in tlle 

tire,' was liable* to s similar interruption. 0 u r  
student of tha rotunda, calling up tbe rhetoric he 
liad learned in Barcelona,' was ever.ready. to give a 
colored 'picture 6f the transaction ; wliilst 1, as a 

wi tness; was callea .on t i  add m y testirnon y, or, in 
tlie absence of the . youiig man, to furnish, myself, 

. the.particulars. The escórt too, drawing inferenees 
of what rnight7be from what had been; were *O 

less interestcd 'tlián burselves! Besides, they hnd 
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Iieard that a noted robber of Quintanar, not less . %: , \ 

cuiining than bold, had disappesred from kis home, 
and that severol arrned men Iiad been seen in the 
morning, by a muleteer, in the direction of Ocaña. 
This was matter for reflection, and Lorenzo, after ' 

gazing awhile upon the quiet comforts of our 
fireside, and on bis yet handsome wife, as slie 
busied herself in sending off our siipper ,to an ad- 
joining room, seemed to think that things woiild 
not be tlie worse.for a little delay in our departure 
tlie riex t morning ; for when he had glanced round, 
to see that there were none near who should not 

' 

hear it, he - named four 09clock a s  the hour for 
skrtifig. - . 

, The escort continued stiU to linger awhile be- 
'side the firqlace. They had many complaints to 

of the insnfficiency of their pay, many against 
.- their want bf poper protection from tlie autliorities. 

A year before, tliey had ideepnlsed an atta& 
against the diligence by five robbers ; for, having 

' killed the horse of one of them, tlie fellows made 
O*, carrying bith them tlieir dismounted.cornpanion. 

h s e  was at once.recognised to h k ~ e  belonged - 

to a man in Quintanar, who had been at the hend I 

~f most of the robberies committed in the country ' I  

for a long ~vhile, nnd wbo was tlie very same one 
0f whom they were now in dread. The suspected . 
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l of course imprisoned ; biit, having brough t .  man y 
persons to swear that at tlie time of the attack he 
was iick at home in Quiiitanílr, he was released 
-after a short detention. The fellow neither lacked 
uioney nor friends. H e  pursued robbery as a re- 
gular trade, and was actually getting together a 
little estate. Es ltombre pequefiito,'' said the'nar- 
rator, cc pero eZ h h r e  m 8  malo que &y en el 
munh.''-c6 H e  is a little man, biit the worst fellow 

. -in the world.'? What, however, they most n>m- 
plained of was, that a cloak and some arms which 
t l~ey  found with the horse, to the value of twenty 

__--- 
e - dollars or more, had been seized .upon by tlie jus- 

X tice, and eitl~er retained or appropriated by the 
srnembers of the tribunal ; gc Because," they sai& 
<' the matter was not 'yet adjusted ; and these tan- 

_ _ _  - -  * _  - gibla objects were e2 cuerpo de2 dezito-the b o d ~  
of the offence." In tliis way, nfter having met the 
eriemy and stood fire, tlie shoes and skin of the 
dead borse, which they had sold fm &ty real% 
were the only fruits of their victory. 

conversation, and t'he disagreesble reflec- 
tions and conjectures to which i t  gave rise, were at 

length interrupted by tha announcement of supper9 
and. the past and future were Boon forgotten amid 
the subatantial realities of a wel~- ~bifboard. Our 
supper-room was adjacent to th 1 ., kitchen, nnd íts 
~arrangements shoked the Bame s#irit of arder and 
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nentness with tlie 0 t h  opartments. Tlie tile ftobr 
was every where covered witli rnats, and the table, 

l 

l I 

burning charcoal, which had been kindled in the 
openair, and kept there until the gris had escapeda 
The brasero ,wm well burnished, and stood iti a 
frame of mahogany or cedar, upon which each of 
us placed vi feet, so that the outstretched legs of 
our party formed a fence, which, together with t l ~  
table, retained the heat effectually. Supper over, 
"arkpped off one by one, and sought the com- 
mon bedroom of our party, situated at the opposite 
side of + our eourt, with a- complete carpeting of , 

straw, and a clean eot for each, placed at regular 
-int@mab' alóig the aprtment. The conversation 

'*Ihich liad comrnenced in the kitclien arid was kept 
UP at the supper-table still continued to be earried 
On a scattering senteiiee, fint from one and then 
another of the party, as he drew the clothes more 
c'osel~ about him, or turned over in his bed, nor 
llad it entirely subsided when 1 fe11 asleep. 

Our journey the 'next day eornmenced at four 
o'clO~k, as had been airead y eoncerted ; and I found, 
On going to the diligente, that &e seat between 

, 



I 

l .156 . A YEAR IM SPAIN. 
l 

the eolonel and myself was to be oecupied by a 
hale, well-made young woman, who Iiad come the 

. evening- before from E l  Toboso ' and was going to 
Madrid. Wlien the eolonel had taken his place, 
whieh was farthest from the door, 1 pot both hands 
to her maist to help 'Ler up, and, estimating the 
solidity of her bo*, pepared to make a strong 
effort. But she little needed any such assistance; 
for a vigorous spring took her . from my grasp, and 
brought Iier to . the seat in the cabriolet. As slie 
sliot suddenly away from me, 1 was rerninded in 
more ways than one of the baffled Don Quixote, 

-- - 
when Dulcinea- leaped through his fingem to the 
back of h& horriio. 

Our ride to Ocáña wu effected without inter- 
ruption. Such, howeier, was not the case with 

r - _ F _  

- - -  the diligente on i b  return to Valencia, about a 
week afterwards; It was stopped by a itrong 
party, and with no little advantage to the rob- 
bers; for there Iiappened to be in it an I3nglisLg 
man, who ignorant, doubtless, of the danger, 
of the express injunction of the Company agai~st 
irrf ing  a h r g e  sum of money, had witb him nearly 
a thousand dollars, i~nd a watch of some value* 
TLis prize stirnulated tlie band to new exertionS3 
and during the wbíter the Valencia coach.gas 
plundered nearly a dozen times. Nor did Lorenzo 
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always pass clear. 1 met h i i  one day in the street 
at Madrid, with a long face, that told me of 
misfortune ere he Lad given its history. 

Ocaña is as old and ruinous in appearance as- 
any other city in Castile. 1 went forth with the 
student, while breakfet was preparing, to look at 
the publie sqnare with its colonnades and anti- 
quated baleonies. Thence we went to a 
reservoir of water in the outskirts of the town, 
where part of the inhabitants supply themselves, 
and where the women wash clothes in stone troiighs 
pepared for the purpose. . The place was thronged 
~ith-donkeys, coming and going n i  th earthen jars 

.-/ 
- suspended in wooden frames upon tlieir backs, and 

eonducted by lads mounted behind the load on the 
very end of the &mal, which was urged on with a 
ery of '' Arre, borrico !" nnd guided by tlie touch of 

- -., 
astaq'grst on one side of the head, then on the 
othei.. Tbere were many young women gathered 
abo~t the stone basini, kneeling down with their 
c h e s  tucked nnder them, laughing and chatting . 
witli each otlier, mying out in answer to tbe saluta- 
tion of a lad of tlieir aoquaintance wlio had come 
f ~ r  water, ck sin& seeicEiZZa8 and wild 16%e-songs 
~f Andalusia. The leyel of the town in the neigh- 
bonrhood of the reservoir seemed to be mised with 
the course of centuries; for I saw several subterra- 
nean housee, now inhabited, which seemed to llave 



been once on s leve1 with the street. Ocaiía is 
celebrated in tlie history of the late Peninsular war 
for a decisive bsttle fought in the neighbourliood, 
in opposition to tlie wish of Wellington, and in 
wliich the Spaniards were completely beaten. 

On leaving Ocaña, the eye is still fatigued witli 

Aranjuez, on our right hand was tlie unfinished 
-- - - - - - --arena for bull-fights, on ttie left the residence of 

the Spanish kings, consisting of palaces, cliurches, 
. and barracks for the soldiari, al1 bound together 
by a succession of colonnades ; before us opened a , 
wide square, studded with statues, and enlivened 
by foun tains of rnarble ; the Tagus fiowed beyond* 
We crossed the river by a wooden bridge of a single 
arch and of great eleganee, and tlien entered an 
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naked plains of Castile, we mere now surrounded 
by noble trees that had not yet 10st tlieir foliage ; 
we pmsed through meadows that were still flowered 
and verdant, and were clieered by the singing of 
birds and by the flow of water. 

. 

This stnte of tliings was 't00 good to long. 
It ceased when we reached the sandy banks of tlie 
Jarama, the larger lialf of tlle Tagus, and which 
only awaits the wsistance of man to cover itcl sliores 
with equal fertility. Here is one of the -noblest 
bridges in Europe, built of beaiitifully henn stone, 
mith high walb for foot passengers, and parapets 
at the - sides, in whicli the stones are arranged to 
resémble panels. In tlie war of indeyendencq 
the English blew up tlie road over one of the arches, 
t o  check the pursuit of the Frencli. The C O ~ -  

munication was, doubtless, immediately re-esta- 
filhlled in the centre; but tIie parapets and side- 
"alks remain prostrate at the bottom of the river, 
tliough the king and ~ourt hnve made their annual 
Passage of the bridge every spring since the restora- 
tion of the Bourbons. 

Having crossed the Jaramo, we ascended its 
western bank by a iioble ~ o a d  which makes re- 
Peated angles to overcome the abruptness of the 
declivity* Arrived at the top, we still retained for 
a few momenh in view the verdant groves of Aran- 
juez, 80 different from the unvaried plsin that spread 
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1 ' 
, out before us, and whose monotony was but dightly 

relieved by the dreary chain of Guadarrama. As 
i : 

j / we receded, however, from tlie brink of the ravine, 

i wliich the Tagus bad fashioned for its bed, tlie leve1 
' $1 ground we stood on seerned to reach over and 
i'f combine itself with the kindred plains of Ocaña, 

swallowing up tlie verdnnt valley from which we 
Iiad just emerged, and whicli Iiad intervened, like 
an episode, to qualify the monotony of our journey. 

The mountnins of Guadarrama form the boundary 
of New and Old Castile; and it is iii tlie former 
kingdom, and on the last expiring deelivity of these 

-y 

- - - mountains, that tlie city of Madrid is situatede 
This noble chain grew as we advanced into holder 
perspective, lifting ifs crests highest immediately 
before us, and gradually declining to tlie north-east 

- -- - and south-west, until it blended witli the horizon 51 
the opposite directions of Arragon ond Estremadura* 
Having passed s hermitage which a devotee from 
America had perched upon the pinnncle of an insu- 
lated hiU, we at length caughtaight of the capital, 
rising above the intervening valley of the Mari- 
zanares. 

Our first view of Madrid was extremely im' 
posing. It offered s eompact .mass, erowned everY 
where with countless domes of temples and pdacecij 
upon which tlie setting sun sent his rays oblique1J', 
alid which conveyed, in a high degree, the idea of 
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magnificenee and splendor. Nor was this effect 
diminished as rve advnnced ; for tbe cupolas first 
seen grew into still greater pre-eminente, whilst 
otliers at eacli instant rose above t l ~ e  confusion. 
At tl~e distance of lialf a league from tlie city, we 
were met by a carriage drawn by two rnules. It 
halted opposite us, and an ofiicer got duwn to in- 
quire, on the part of some ladies who were in iS 
for a femnle friend wliom tliey were expecting from 
Valencia. Tkere was none sueli in tlie diligence. 
$he liad announced her arrivai, and tliese friends, 
~ h o  had come forth to .meet her, as is tlie amiable 
custorn of t l ~ e  eountry, loolred disappointed and 

--"án~ioÜs After a short consultation, tlieir carriage 
turned about and followed ours in tlie directiorl of 

city. Soon after carne to tlie small stream 
of Manzanares, one of tlie confliients of tlie Jarama, 
and upon wliose no&-enstern bank Madrid !S 

situated. Tliis river, taking its course tlirougli 
mountains, is liable to frequent inundations, and it 
is to obviate the inconvenientes wliieli these miglit 
O c ~ i o n ,  tliat it is here crossed by the fine bridge 
of Toledo, whicl~ would do Iionor to tlie Hudson or 
the Danube. When we crossed it, one of its iiine 

arches would have been sufficient to allow 
the Passage of tlie Manzafiares ; for it flows in a 
""row bed of &ingle, in tlie middle of the ravine. 

rest w;~s abandoned t.0 a light growth of grass, 
r(1 
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whicli some sheep were cropping quietly. A few 
women in the neiglibourliood of the arches were 
gathering together the clothes which had been 
drying on the grass ; whilst others, liaving already 
done so, were moving slowly with bundles on tlieir 
heads in the direction of tlie city. The Manza- 
nares was seen doubtless in  tlie same dwindled 
state by the person, whoever he was, who first took 
occasion to rernark, that he had seen many fine 
rivers that wanted a bridge, but that here vras a 
fine bridge sadly in want of a river. 

, Beyond the bridge was a wide road, leuding up 
L/ ---- 

- a gradual ascent to the splendid portal of Toledo. 
I t  was thronged by carriages, horsemen, and pe- 
destrians, returning to- the shelter and secnrity of 
their homes. We left them to pursue their course, 

- - - -- - and, taking an avenue that led to tlie riglif in 
arder to avoid the narrow streets of the ancient 
~ity, we passed the fairy palaee and garden of Ca- 
sino, and -e to the old gate of Atoclin. Here 
our passports were taken to be sent to tlie police, 
and in another minute we were witliin the walls of 

and in the capital of Spairi. I t was ulreacl~ 
dark, but as we drove rapidly forward, my como 
panion sliowed me the large building of the Has- 
pital General on the left; on tlie Rglit was tlle 

Garden of Plants, snd the wide alley of trees 
through which we drove tlie now deserte(' 

L. 
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walk of the Prado. Thence, passing along the 
broad street of Alcala, wwe were set down in the l 

court-yard of tlie post-house. Having taken leave 
of my good-hearted travelling eompanions, and re- 

! 

warded the kind attentions of Lorenzo, 1 put my 
trunk upon tlie back of a Gallego, and soon after 
found myself at home in the Fonda de Malta, in 
the calle or street del Caballero de Gracia. 
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A YEAR IN SPAIN. 

CHAYTER V. 

KINGDUM OF NEW CASTILE. 

Accomrnodations for the Traveller in Madrid.-Don Diego 
the 1mpurificado.-A WaJk in the Street of Alcala.-The 
Gate of the Sun.-A Review.-Don Vdentin Carnehueso.- 
His Gacetas and Diarios.-His Person and Politeness.- 
His Daughter.-His House and Househo1d.-His Mode of 

, - ONE of my first objects on arriving in Madrid 
was to seek winter quarters, mhicli shoulcl combine 
the essentials of personal comfort with favorable 
circumstances for learning the language. Tliese 

names to express the various degrees between a 
hotel and a trcvern, yet Madrid is so seldom visited 
by foreigners, tliat it is but ill provided for their 
accommodation. In  the wTay of hotels, the Fonda de 
Malta is one of the best in the place ; and yet the 
room in which 1 passed the first two dsys of my staY 

in Madrid Lad but a single smnII window, which 
looked on the wall ofa neighbouring house. Tllere 
were but two chaira, one for my trunk, tlie d e r  
for myself; these, with a bed in nn alcove at One 
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end of the room, comprised the whole of the fur- 
niture. There was no table, no looking-glass, no 
carpet, and no fire-place, though there had already 
been ice, and my window was so placed tliat it liad 
uever seen the sun. Tliere was nothing, in short, 
beside tlie bed and two clairs, and the grated min- 
dow, and dark walls terrninated overhead by naked 
bearns, and below by a cold tile floor. What would 
have become of me I know not, if I had not Been 
taken from tliis cell on tlie third day, and moved 
into a large apartment a t  the front of tlie liouse, 
where tlie suri slione in gloriously, and wliich, be- 

- sides, had a sofa and lialf 'a dozen straw-bottomed 
chairs, a straw mat wliich covered the 1~11ole floor, 
a table wit l  crooked legs, and even a mirror ! AS 
for rneals, public tables are unknown in Spain, and 

- doubtless hafe been uiiknown for centuries ; for 
men here are unwilling to trust tliemselves to the 
eonvivialities of tlie table, except in the society of 

% 
friends. I t  is tlie custorn for each party oi. person 
to eat alone, and in tlie lower part of our fotlda was 
a p~bl ic  coffee-room for tlJs purpose, wliich I used 
t0 resort to, in preferente to remaining in my room. 
Itwm fitted up with mueli elegance, having marble. 
t a k ,  mimor, with Iamps before them, c o ~ ~ m n s  
~ i t l l  gilt capitals, a pretty wornan $nced in un ele- 
Vated situation to keep order, and sometimes a 



Though this mode of living m s  tolerable, yet it. 
ntould not Bave been so for a lvliole winter, On 
inquiry 1 was told tliat tliere were casac de alpr~iler, 
or l~ouses to be let, in Madrid, in wliicli a person 
migl~t rent n whole liabitation, and liire or buy fur- 
niture to please liimself, and be served by a do- 
mestic of his own; likewise, *at there yere otlier 
establisliments called cmus de Ihespede, or Loarding 
houses, kept by families, 1v1i0, llaving more room 
than tliey bad ocmion for, were in the habit of re- 
ceiving ona or more lo<lgers, d o  took their meals 
a t  the common toble, or were furnished apnrt. 1 

_/- -determined at once for a caso de Artespede, as accord- 
ing better witb means that were rítlier limited; and 
'ecause tlie intercourse of a family would be more 
ivorable tothe acquisition of tlie language. Tllis 
one, the next tliing wns to find a place tliat wouId 

auit me, and 1 mas yet pondering over tlie matter 
on the' sixth day of my nrrival, mlieii I was inter- 
rupted by tLe announcement of Don Diego Re- 
dondo y Moreno, who carne, recommended by a 
friend, to give lessons in Spanisli AS I saw a 
great deal of this man during iny stoy in Madrid, 
it may not be amiss to give some account of Iiim- 

Don Diego Redondo, as he was ailled, by bis 
o m  right, and Moreno, as he was also called from 
tlie name of his wife, was a native of Cordova, 
had resided some years in Madrid, and who, under 
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tlie Constitiition, had been employed in the office 
of tlie minister of state. On the overthrow of the 
Constitution lie had been tossed out of his office, 
ivhich had at once been taken possession of by a 
relation of one of the new chiefs; wliilst he, not 
having yet undergone purification, remoined in the 
dtuation of +an impurijcado. The reader is not 
perlaps aware, that on the return of despotism in ' 
Spain, Juntas of Purifieation were establisled in 
811 parts of tlie kingdom, before wlhh aU persons 
~ 1 1 0  liad held offices under the abolished system 
were bound to appear and adduce evidence that 
thy-had not been remarkable for revolutionary 
zeal, nor over active in suppor t of the Constitution, 
hfore tliey could be admitted to any new employ- 
ment. Such as come out clean from this investiga- 
iion, from being Impunicados or unpurified, be- 
come in&$nidos or indefinites, d o  are ready to 
be employed, and llave a nominal half-pay. Thcse 
indefinidos have long formed a numerous class in 

. Spain, and now more so tlian ever. Tliey are-p* 
tient waiters upon Providence, who, being on the 
Constant look out for a pdaend, never think of 
seeking any new means to earn a liveliliood. They 
maY be seen in any of Spain, lounging in the 
"ffe~houses, where they pick their teeth and read 
tlie gazette, but never spend any thing; or else at 
tile pullic ~ d k ,  wliere they may readily be known, 



! 

I 168 A YEAB IN SPAIN. 

I 

1 if they be military officers of rank, by tlie bands of 
1 gold lace which bind the cuffs of their surtouts of 
1 blue or situff color, and by their military batons, or 

still more readily by tlle liuge cocked hats of oil- 
cloth with which they cover their sharp and starved 

. features. 
Many impurificados of the present day have been 

prevented from offering themselves for purification 
by the ' scaiidal of tlicir past conduct ; but a far 
greater number are deterred by the rapacity and 
corruption of the purifying tribunals. Don Diego 
being both a peaceable and poor man, was pro- 

,--- - -- 
bably arnong the last class. Indeed, 1 was after- 
wards assured tfiat he was, and that lie liad been 
repeatedly solicited by various emissaries, o n e  of 
wliom carne from tlie girl of t2ie president of tlle 

- - - - - - - - Junta, and offered, for a stipulated sum, to pave the 
way to Lis thorough purificatioii. Wlietlier he 
~ooked on the nominal pay of an indefinido as dearly 
purcliased by an immedinte expenditure, or tliat be 
never had enougli money at one time to patify 
ofñcial or sub-oficial rapaeity, Iie still continued im- 
purificado, and gained Lis bread tlie best way he 
could, i s  a copyist and instructor of the Castilian* 
This he was well qualifíed to teadi, for, th01igh he 
liad never read a dozen books besides tlie Qbijote, 

'and ww as ignorant of the past as of tlie futVre 
h i~ tory  of his country, lie had, nevertlieless, PUr' 
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sued al1 tlie  tud di es usual among bis countrymen, 
wrote a good Iiand, was an excell'ent Latinist, and 
perfeot master of his own language. 

The dress of Don Diego had evidently assimilated 
itself to his fallen fortunes. His liat hung in his 
hand .greasy and napless; his boots, from liaving 
luiig beenstrangers to blacking, were red and foxy, 
while his pea-green frock, whicl~, wllen t l~e cold 
winds descended from the Gaudarrama, served like- % 
wise as a surcoat, looked bruslied to deatli and 

I 

thread-bare. He Lnd, nevertheless, sometliing of a 
supple and jaun ty air witli Iiim, showed Lis worked 

_ruffles and neckcloth to the best advantage, and 
flourislied a little walking wand witb no con- 

- temptible grace. So miicli for his artificial man, 
which was after tlie fashion of Europe; tbe natural 

- -- man might-have bespoke a native of Africa. Tliough 
called redondo, or round, in Lis own riglit, Iie was 
exceedingly spare and meagre; but lie better de- 
served tLe eognomen of moreno, or black, though 

had it ia right of liis wife, who was of a fair 
C~mplexion, for his face was strongly indicative of 
Moonsh hlood. It sliowed features tlie reverse of 
Prominent, nnd very swar tliy ; coal-black Iiair and 
~ h i s k e r ~ ,  and blaeker eyea, wliicli expressed a 
singular combination of natural ardor and habitual 
sluk.!gisluiess. What my friend Iind said of Don 
Di%o Redondo y Moreno was greatly in his 
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favor, and there was something in liis appearanee 
that strengthened my prepossession. Nor did 1 
afterwards have reason to regret i t ;  for thougli 
indolent and wanting in punctuality, 1 ever found 
hirn ready to oblige, and, on the whole, the best- 
natured fellow in die world. Indeed, 1 never 
knew him to be angry but on one occasion, when 
a servant woman a t  the palace shut a door in our 
faces. Don Diego, who was doing tlie honors of 
Lis country to a stranger, felt his Spanisli pride 
gRevously insulted; lie flew into a terrible rage, 
foamed a t  the mouth, and callec1 her tunarcte, or 

* -- vagabond, an epithet peeuliarly odious to Spanish 
ears, perbaps because too often merited. 

Haviiig mentioned to Don Diego my desire to 
get into comfortable lodgings for the winter, he 

- * -  - proposed that we sliould go at once in searoh of 8 

room; so, taking our hats, away we went together- 
Tlie Calle Caballero de Gracia, which we followed 
to its termination, conducted us into the broadest 
part of tlie street of Alcala. Here we found a 

. number of asses wbich bad brough t lime to the city 
The comrnodity was piled iii a hesp, and the 
owners were sitting on the bags, dozing, or 5%- 
ing songs, and waiting for pur&sers; wliilst the 
donkeys, coveod with lime dust, were lying as . 
mntionless as the stones bkneatli them, or standing 
upon three legs with heads down and pensiveb 
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Hnving turned to tlie right, we went in the di- 
rection of the poblic place called the Puerta de1 
Sol, or Gate of the  un, looking attentively on 
both sides of the balconies, to see if there were any 
with wliite papers tied to the rails to show that 
there was a room to be let. We found tvro roorns 
tlius advertised, but the sun never sbone on one of 
tliem, and the otlier was kept by a sour old woman, 
who did not seem to care wlietl~er she took in a 
lodger or not; so we passed on. ' *' 
AS we approached'the Gate of tlie Sun, we were 

entangled in a drove of turkeys, wliich a long-legged 
fellow was cliasing up the street of Alcala. They 
went gobbling good-naturedly along, pausing 0% 

casionally to glean tlie pavement, and unmolested 
by the driver, unless, indeed, any one, abusing Lis 
licence, happened to w ~ n d e r  out of the way, when 
a rap on tlie wing from tlie long pole which the 
"ntryman carried would rnake the offender hop 
back to tlie ranha, and restore liim to a sense of sub- 
jection. Seeing me look &out as thougli I miglit 
be in want of aomethiug, tbe countryman citught 
'P a well-conditioned and consequential cock, and 
brou@t him to me, holding him unceremoniously 
by the le@. vea usted que pago, seiior!" cc 

sir$ what a turkey!" said Iie. 1 adrnitted tliat it 
a noble bird. He insisted that 1 should buy it, 

Para su Señora!'' 1 replied tliat 1 had no wife. 
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M Para ~ t r  Qurridiin!" Not cvcii o mistress. Tiio 
rock m tlirown down, took tlie respite in goal 
part, arid tve renewed oiir progress. 

Passing on, we enme to a long row of calestrtca, 
o kind of gig, oof gmtesque Dutcli figure. BIoriy 
were oddly paitited tvitli tlie churcli of Bum Sucem, 
tlic foiintoin of tlie Sibyl, or tlie Virgin i\Inry, on 
tlie hck, nnd wcre narned accordingly. They werc 

. fiirtbermore y rofusely studded with bmss iacks, ond 
so \c.os tlie Iiarness of the Iiotse; usually o long- 
tniled Andnlusinn, decomted aitli mnny belb w e l h  
nnd a long plume of red woollen, erwt between Iib 

-- -- ea= AS for the drireni tliemselrea, they wore 

round bats, ndorned with biickle, beada, aiid hssek 
jacket. md breeches of velvet ; worstcd stockinn 
and 101%-qunrtcred skoes. EacL had a secona 

,-- - jacket, eitlier dmwn on over tlie other, or niore c m -  
monly bnnging negligently from tlie leR slioiilder- 
This \ipr of brotvn cloth singularly decorated nitli 
embroidered ptclies of red or yellow clotli, to p* 
tect the elbows; a tree and bninclies of the mUle 

upon the back; nnd in front, insteild of biltfoiis 

loops nnd nirds, pointed ~ 4 t h  I>- or silver, wllicb 
were attoeLed to strengthening pieces of red i1) 
sbape of hearts. Tliese ~akscros were g r o u ~ d  
togetlier ~ b o u t  the doors of tlia taIrc,nar, encking 
their whips and their jokes toge&er. Nor di<f tlicI 
fail to make us proffers of their serviees, ailli11g O"' 
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attention to tlie clegtince of n calkm, and thc good 
poitits of o uzballu. Tlic merry mmd, liyperbolial 
Innguagc, ond fantaatic drcm of tlicse fdloirh 80 

pcatly at variante witt tlle Iiabitual gravity of the 
Ca~tilínn, bespoke tlicm nativcs of tlie mercurial 
region of Andalusia. 

Leaving tliis row of veliicles beliind, we carne to 
h e  Puerta dd Sol. This is on open place in tha 
henrt of Madrid, wliere eiglit of the principal sheeir, . 
mme togetlier, and wtere t t e  city may be said to 
havc its focus. In  the centre is a fountain, from 
'llich the neighbourliood receives ite supply of 
m2ter. -0ne of the forks is formed by the parish 

<churcL of Buen Suceso, and t l e  otbeni by tlie post- 
~ @ c e  m ~ d  a variety of sbops nnd dwelling~~ In  
f o w r  times it was t te  eastern gate of the city; 

its name of &te of tlie Sun ; but when the 
murt carne to the nobility who followed in 
its eonstrueted their pnlaees in tlie open place 
' 0  east, so that tlie Puerta del Sol, from being 
the elbemity, begme the centre of BIadrid. From 
bcnce are streets leading diieetly to alrnost any 
P ~ W  of wliicli you may be in searcl ; and, put 
mrself into any atreet in the exbemities of the 

it b sure tu discharge you here. In this way 
lladrid ~ 8 9 ~ -  daily through tliis centre of cir- 

"latiun; SO that a stmnger may station himself 
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here nnd see tlie population of tlie whole capital 
passing, as it were, in review before him. 

Here tlie exchange is,  eaeli day Iield, and tlie 
trader comes to talk of his nffairs; the politician, 
rolled in hisdcloak, signifies, by a slirug, a significant 
look, or a whisper, tlie news which witli us would 
be told with the hands in the breeclies' pockets, tlie 
legs striding apart, and tlie voice lifted up in loud 
declarnation. Hither tlie elegante is mechaoieally 
drawn to sliow off the last Parisian niode ; or the 
idle thief, enveloped in Iiis dingy cloak, to talk to ' 

a comrade of old acliievements, or to plan future 
-- - 

c - erimes and deprektions. Here are constantly pass- 

ing flocks of sheep and droves of swine, going tu 
tlie sharnbles ; mules aticl asses laden witfi s t r ~ w  
charcoal, or dead kids hoctked by tlie legs; and 

--  - - -  --always on the very end of the 1st beust of encll 

row, a rougli clad fellow, singing out, witli a grave 
aecent on the last syllnble, 6c Paja! peju! carbo?~! 
ca6rito!" 6c Straw ! straw ! coals 1 kids f" TLere are? 
moreover, old women wi tli oranges or p~megranates? 
puahing their wny tliro~igli the erowd, and amlding 
those wlio run against their baskets ; also a g ~ a ~ r e ~ ~  
with jars of water, who deafen you with mies of 

Quien quiere agt~a P Who wants water S' 
do beggars fail to frequent this resort, espeeinlly the 
bliod, wlio vociferate some ballad whicli tliey 11~'~ 

r 
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for sale, or demand alms in a peremptory tone, and 
i n  the iiarne of Maria Santisima. 

Here, too, may be seen al1 tlie costumes of Spain: 
tlie long red cap of tlie Catalan ; the17alen.cian ?vith 
his blanket and airy bragas, thougli in tlie midst 
of winter; the montera cap of the Maneliego; tlle 
leatllern cuirass of tlie Old Castilian; tiie trunk hose 

d 

of tlie Leones ; the coarse garb and hob-nailed shoes 
of tlie Gallego; and tlie round liat and embroidered 
finery of Andalusia. Nor does the Puerta del Sol 
fail to witiiess protider siglits tlian tliese. A t  one 

S moment it is a regirnent of the roya1 guard going 
to review; in the next, a trumpet sounds, and tlie 

, &rns of tlie neighbouriog piquets are Iteard beating 
the call. Tlie coablies and six approach, guarded 
by a splendid accompaniment. The cry -of LOS 
Reyes!': passes from moutli to rnouth; and tlie 
Spaniards, unrolling their eloaks and doffing tlieir 

give place for tlie nbsolute king. Presently 
be11 rings, and every voice is liushed: A long 

Procession of meii, witli each a burning taper, is 
Seen3preceding a priest,. who is carrying tlie re- 
"nciling sacrament to smooth the way for some 
d~ing siiiner. Does it meet i carringe, tllough 
"ntaining tlie first grande of Spain, tlie ouVner de- 
scends, tllrows hirnself upon Iiis knees in tlie middle 
0f tlie atreet, and offers Iiis carriage for the con- )< 
'@Yance of tlle liost. 6; SU Mnjesn<(Z!" His MR- 

r- ; ;&,-'. - I'r 
,.+. --. 
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I l  

f . .  jesty I" to indicate the presence of tlie hvioiir sn- 
crnmeritized, papses in a tremulous wliisper from lip 
to lip. Tlie fnithful ore al1 uncovered and kneel- 
ing; they smite tlieir breosts with contrition, nnd 
Iiold down tlieir Lea& 8s if unwortliy to look upon 
tlie h m b .  

\T7e rrere yet standing in tl~e midst of tliis buopnt 
scene of bustle md confusion, wlien n sturdy wretcli 
brushed post us, fro~vniiig fiercely on Don Diego. 
He n.as rolled in the tatten of a blanket, and Lad 
oii a pair of boots so nui down nt lieel that he trod 
mtlier upon the lega thnn the feet of tliem. An old 
cocked Iiat, drnwn closely over the eyes, scarcely 
dlowed n glirnpse of features furtlier hidden undcr 
n squalid covering of benrd and filth. Though 1 
liad olrendy seen mnny stmnge people in Spah 

- thia fellow attrncted my attention in on uousu~l 
degree. Not so with Don Diego. The fellow's 
frown seemed to forbid recognition, and lie said not 
a word until he had been long out of sight. He 
at length told me tliat &e man lad  once been 
acqcinintance, md \ras, like bimself, a natise of 
C O T ~ O V ~  He ba<l been a aiptain of Lorse uiider 
tlie Constitution, and, having been a violent m a f  
lad lain long in the commoii prison after tlie rewr* 
of despotism. TVben he at lengtt esonped from 
Don Diego took cornpassion upon Iiirn, M of 

his own province, and a compmion in misforhlne* 



Ha nllowed him to sleep in tlie outcr room of his 
apnrtment, and even sbared tvitli him tLe contcnta 
of liis own scaiity purse. m Very soon afkr, bis 
ldgings tvere robbed of every tliing tliey conioined, 
a d  bis fricnd carne no more to sliare 1iis hocpitrility. 
In o sl~ort time some darker crimc forccd the miic 
ereont fmm ~ a d r i d ,  and Don Diego Iiad not seen 
liim for more tlnn t tw'  years. I inquired wliy l e  
did not send tlie poliw after him. He answered 
thnt tlic poliee tvould give Lim more trouble tlim 
tire robber, and ended by saying, 1s it not enougll 
tbat be has plundered me? would you have him 

% 

mlry, - ~ h i c h  now attracted the attention of the 
Qultihlde in the Puerta del Sol, and for wliich a 
m e  was soon opened by tlie long-bearded sap- 
Pem ~ b a  maiclied in front, was a regiment of 
hecrs of the roya1 guard; a beautiful and weU- 
mounted corps in Polish uniforms, with high scha- 
k% eacli bcaRag a lance decorated wjth a red and 

pennon. Ner t  carne a band of some tbirty 
musician~ playing t h t  most beautiful pieee, Di 
~ h r  mi bako il m; from tLe Gaeza Ladra of 
Rmini. 1 tliouglit I had never heard any sounds 
'O delightf'~l: even tlie ardor of the borses seemed 

N 

C 



lulled by thern. Presently, however, the cadence 
passed into a blast far livelier than the love-song of 
Ninetta, and away tliey went at a gallop in the di- 
rection of the Prado. . 

Imrnediately beliind the lancen came a regiment 
of cuirassiers, mounted chiefly on powerful steeds, 
with long sweeping tail, and manes parted in tlie 
midfie, and flowing on both sides tha whole width 
of the neck. The men were stout fine-looking 

- fellows, encased in long jack-boots, witli Grecinn 
lielmets and cuirasses of steel on the front of wliidl 

' were gilded images of the sun. Their offensive 

sabres'of great length, from tlie roya1 armory of 
Toledo. There was to be a review on the Prado; 

, and haying. always been fond of listening'to music 
- -- -and looking a t  the soldiers, 1 proposed tliat 

should see it. Don Diego was one of those ready 
fellows of idle mood and arnple leisore wlio are 
pleased witli every proposition ; so we went at once 
in' quest of the soldiery. . 

The review took place near the convent of~toclla* 
The minister of war, with a brilliant staff mounted 
on splendid barbs from the meadows of the Tagus 
or the Guadalquivir, was posted in front of the con- 
vent, and received the salutstionions of the passirlg 
soldiery. It waa ona of those briglit and cloudless 

. days SO coinmon .in tlie elevated region of &kdrid 
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TLe sun sllone full upon polisbed helmets, euirasses, 
and sabres, or flickered round the ends of the lances ; . 
whilst Bie combiiied music of both corps, stationed 
at t l~e  point about which the platoons wheeled in 
succession, sent fortli a martial melody. The  dis- 
play was *a brilliant one, nnd 1 enjoy ed it without . . 
reservation. 1 looked not to the estortion and 
misery which, among the industrious classes, must 
pay for this glitter and pageantry; to the cause of 
injustiee and o~pression it might be cded to sup- 

The corps of the royal guard Las been established 
~ i t h i n  a few years to supply tlie place of tlie foreign - 

mercenaria, the S ~ i s s  and Walloon guards, formerly 
employed by. the kings of Spain. I t  consists of ! 

twenty-five thousand men, at least as we11 equipped 
tllose of the Frenoli roya1 guard; while in point 

of size, sinewy eonformation, capacity to- endure 
fatigue, and whatever eonstitutes phy sieal excel- 
lente, the Spaniards are far superior. , The officers, 
however, iind it i s  they who give tlle tone to an 
armj', are very inferior; for the old Spanish oficers, 
having been almost al1 engaged in bringing about 
and sustaiiing tlie Constitution, are nov generally 
in disgrace or banishment. Their stations in the 
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- men, taken from the plough-tail or tlie workshop, 
who were led by avariee or fanaticism to join the 
royalist guerillas at the period of the last revolution. 
In the roya1 guard they have been superseded by 
young ~tobles, who are many of them children in 
age, and al1 of them infants in experience. It is 
difficult, indeed, to conceive a greater disparity 
tlian' exists between those old French Sohreurs, 
with their long mustaches 'ando scarred features, 
who bave gained each advancement upon the field 
of battli, and tliese bearciless nobles of the Spanisli 

ever, these officers are spirited, fine-looking fellows. 

another revolution in Spain, it ~ ~ i l l  doubtless be 
brought about by the army, whioh in point ofin- 
telligence is far in advanee of the nation; and, 
thougli expressly oreated to prevent such a re- 
sult, it is most likely to originate with tlie roya1 

By the time the ,review was over and ive Were 
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on our w ~ y  back, Don Diego was very'tired. He 
had a mode of walking on liis heels witli outturned 
toes, wLic11, however graeeful, did not at al1 answer 
on a march. . He eomplained bitterly of his feet, 
sent bis bootmaker to the devii, and made a low 
bow at every atep. 1 syrnpatliized in bis sufferings, 
offered him my arm, and helped him, to carry hima 
self lack to tfie Puerta del Sol, from wliicIi the 
soldien Lad drawn us. On the way he bethought 
himself of an old friend in the Calle Montera, who 
might p;haps be wiiling to receiva a lodger. The 
man's name w& Don Valentin Cainehueso, and 

Y- the pa~ticulars ~f his 1iistory were strcingly indi- 
cative ofthe character of his countrymen and of the 
misfor tunes of liis coun try *. - 

Don Valentin was o native of Logoño, in the 

- -- fertilo canton of Rioja. He was by birtli an hi- 
dalgo, i r  noble in the srnall way, after the manner 
0fDm Quixote, and had been of aome importance 
in liie own town, of whieh he +as one of the regd 
dores. In tLe política1 ups and downs of his counr 
t r ~ ,  he liad several times changed bis'residence and 
Occupation ; was by turns a dealer in kttle, whieh 
he pchased in France or in tlie northern pro- 
vincea of the Peoinsula, to strengtlien tlie stomachs 

* It has oc-d to the author that it would be safer to 
'Pange the name of bis ho~t  and instructor, and he has 



of'tlie combatnnts who disputed for tlie possessioii 
of Spain; or else a cloth merchant, keeping liis 
shop in the same house where he now lived, near 
the Paerta del Sol. His last occupation was inter- 
rupted, according to his own.-.account, in a very 
.singular way. Wliilst Le had been regidor in Lo- 
,groiio, tiie ayuntamiento of tlie town became ac- 
quainted witli the hiding-place in wliich some 
Fre'rencli troops, in retreating rapidly towards tbe 
frontier, liad deposited a large quantity of plate 
sand valuables. robbed from the ropl palaee. 011 
tlie return of Ferdinand, the account of tlie buried 

. plate reaclied his ears ; and liaving likewise learned 
that therewas .a man in Madrid who knew wliere 
it- had been cineealed; he sent at once for Don 
Valentin, w11o ivas tlie person in question. l1711eii 

ordered by liis majesty to ronduct a party to the 
pltice of coneenlment, he pleaded the situation of 

t his añairs. If hii shop should continue opeli, it 
-would be pillaged by tlie clerks, wlio are tlie most 
u~iprinci~led felloms, except the escribanos, to  be 

found in Spain ; and if it were shut np, t e  sliould 
.lose .botli preserit and future eugtom. Desides, 
-other regidores, his colleagues, were yet alive, anti 
still resided at Logroño. He entreated Lis rna- 
jesty, therefore, not to send liim from Lis affairs; 
for he was bkt a poor man, and had n wife and 
daiighter. Ferdinand, in ?eply, promised to re- 

- 



. . NEW CASTILE. . 183 

compense aU losses he miglit sustain by abandoning 
Iiis trade, and to pay Iiim well for the sacrifice. 
He ended by putting it upon bis loyalty. Don 
Valentin was an old Castilian; so he hesitated no 
longer, but sold out,-shut his sliop, and went off to 
Rioja. 

Whether i t  were owing to tlie small number of 
persons wlio had been in the eecret, or to the sacred- 
ness with which tlie Spaniards regard every thing 
mhicli belongs to their religiou and their king, &e 
treasure was al1 found untouched in the place of 
its concealment. It was brought safely to Madrid, 

6< 

Don JTaleiitin being at the expense of transporta- 
tion. He now presented his claims to government, 
f ~ r  darnages suffeied by loss of trade, and for the 
expenses of tLe jouniey, including tLe subsistence 
of the foot soldiers, who had served as escort, wXch --. - 

had defrayed from his own purse. TLese claims 
\vere readily admitted, and an early day appointed 
for their liquidation. The day at lengtli comes,* 
but the money eoms not with . it. Don Valentin 
has an audience of the king ; for iio king can be 
more accessible tlian Ferdinagd. He receives the 
roya1 word for the payment; for no king codd be 
more compliant. He has m a y  awfiences, receives 
many promises, but no money. Meantime.he lives 
uPon hope, and tlie more substantial balance re- 
mainifig from the sale of bis stock. Tliese were 
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near failing together when the- year 1820 brouglit 
some relief to tlie rioisfortunes.of Spain. I t  iikewise 
improved the condition of Don Valentin. Taking 
advintage of the publicity whici was allowed in 
Spain by the new systim, he establislied a reading- 

- room, where all the daily papers of tbe capital,'and 
of the chief cities o f  Europe, were regularly re- 
ceived. - This went on very well, until the Freneh, 

' wbo never yet carne to Spain on any good errand, 
overthrew the Constitution. The liberty of tliouglit 
'and speech fe11 with it. Don Valentin was invited 

S to' ~ L u t  'up his reading-roirn, and he once more re- 
+_-- 

6red t o  live. ~ p o n  his'savings,~aniounting' to some 
ten or twelve Iiundred dollars, whicti he kad stowed 
away in a secret córner of his 'dwelling. This was 

- . taken 'out, piece b i  $e&, to me& the neeessities 
- - - - - of his-family, until one' day tlie house was entered 

by three robbers, who e e d  the 01d wwoman, tied 
her- to the bedst'ead, and then cniied off, not 0111~  

the earnings :of Don Valintin, but  silver spoons 
and forbs, and e v e j  thing of any, value, to tlie 
very fineri'of his 'daughter. . This last blow laid 
poor Don Valentin' ~ o r i p l & t ~ l ~  ch hi; back. .Al1 
that he now'did was'to take the Diario and Gaceta, 
which his wife let out to such'curious people as 
Tcame to read thirn iy tlle common entry of heir 
mhouse. This fmished tLe trío of which tlie fa mil^ 
' consisted. witlb' tlieir ddly puchero, bis dí.i'ugllter 

i 
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with silk stockings and satin shoes, to go to mass 
nnd walk on a feast-day u$n the Prado, and him- 
self with now and tlien his paper cigari2Zo- ' 

By the time we had discussed the history of Don 
Valentin, we reached the door of bis house in the 
Calle Montera. Nearly the whole front of the 
basement story .was ' liung with cloths festooned 
from tha lower balcony, to show tlie eommodity 
tliat was sold witliin. . Beside .the shop was a 
second door opening on a long entry, abont. four 
feet in width, which leí1 to an equally eontracted ' 

* .  
stairkse at the back of the Iiouse. Here we en- 
tered, and foiind seated within the doorway an 
old woman, ~ 5 t h  a woollen sliawl over her head, 
, and on her lap a bundle of Gacetas and Diarios. - 

The wliillc eextent of the entry wss strung with a 
-- file of grave politiciáns, wrapped in their ' cldaks, as 

in so many sleeyelesg froeki, with' their hands 
coming out indecentl~ from beneath to hold a 
Gaceta. ~ o n ' ~ i e ~ o  b&ed m; pardon, and went 
in advance to.eleai the way, with tlle ery of '< Con 
lice, seiiores!" The ieadcrs let their arrns fa11 
beside tliem,' drew nig' to tlie wall, and turned 
sidewaYs to m&e themielves & thin &S possible. 
TVe did the same, qnd as, fortunately, nene of us 

very corpulenf wa got by with little deten- 
S '  ' 

tion or, diffieulty, and commenced, aseendipg a astair- , 

waY, partially illuminated by embrasures, like a 
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Gothic towec Let us,pause to takb-breath dunng 
this tedious aseent up three pairs of stairs, and pofit 
of the interval to say something of the Diario and 
Gaceta, which so greatly occupied the attention of 
the politicians below, and wliich contsn, the first ¡ 
al1 the commereial information of the Spanisli / 
capital, tlie second al1 tlie literary, scientifie, and 1 
political intelligence of the whole empire. . I 

The Diario is a daily pper, as ite nime indicates. 
It is printed on a small quarto sheet, a good part 
of which is taken up with the names of the saints 
who . have their feast' on that day ; .as, San Pedro 

/' 
,- 7- . Apto l  y Mortir, San Isidoro Labmdor, or Sanla 

Maria de la Cabeza*. Then follows an account 
of the churelies where tbere are to be m-es, and 
what .h.oops are to be on guard at the palace, t l ~  

y _ -  - - gates, and the theatres. Next the commercial adver- 
tisements, telling where may be purchased Bayonne 

* 1 forget whether it aas fA the of Madrid or of 
Bwcelona that 1 took the foUoning singular heading in rs- 
lation to the religious ceremoniea of the doy. T o - m o m  
being Friday, will be celebrated the. faqt o£ the glorious 
martyr, San Poncio, advocate and protecm sgalnst bed-buP - 
-dbogado contra las chinches.-There mill be m- the 
morning, and at seven oSelock fl take p l w  the blessing 0f 
bnnches and flowers, in honor of the aforesaid saio~''-~'~ 
branches and flowers thus blessed are doubtless found eaca* 
cious in preserving houses from theso irksome tenants, and 
80 form a convenient substitute fm the troubiesome me 
cleanliness. . - 
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liams and Flanders butter, with a list of wagons 
tbat are taking in cargo and passengers for Va- 
lencia, Senlk, or Corunia, and the names and rer 
sidence of wet nurses, newly arrived from Asturias, 
with fresh milk and good characterg-The Gaceta 
is published three times a week, at the roya1 print- 
ing-otñce, on a piece of paper somewhat larger 

L 

than a slieet of foolscap. It usually begins witlisn 
aecount of tlie health and occupation of their ma- 
jesties, and is filled witl extracts from foreign 
journals, culled and qualified to auit the meridian 
of Madrid ; witL a list of thé bonds of tlie state 
creditois which have come out as prizes, that is, as 
being erititled to payment by the Caja de Amorti- 
zanm, or Sinkiug Fund; with republications of 
some old statute, condernning sucli as neglect to 

--PaY their. tithes- to tlie infiiction of the bastinado ; 
with an ediet against freemasons, devoting 'em 

to al1 the ternporal&d spiritual punishments whicli 
tlle throne snd altar can bestom-death here, and J 

. , 

''ll, we were challenged by a .voiee from within, 
''ying in a sharp tone, 6' Q&en?''-<C Wlio is it ?" 

Genre de paz !y9-c~ Peacefd people 1'' waa the 
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were not, however, sufficient, and we were reeon- 
i noitred for half a rninuté through a srnall wicket, 

wLich opened from witliin, and was provided witli 
a mimic grating like the window of a convent. 

, The man who reeonnoitred us fiorn the security of 
his strong-hold ~ had no oecasion t o  close one eye 

, wbilst be peeped with tbe other; for he was one- 
Km eyed, or, as the Spaniards, who have s word for 

every thing, express it, tuerto. When he hnd suf- 
ficiently assured him~elf of o u r  looks and inten- 
tions, several bolts and latches were removed, the 
door was . opened, and Don Valen tiri, stood before 

--L - - 
PS. He was tall, gaunf and* bony, dressed in a 
iquare-tailed coat and narrow pantaloons of brown, 
with a stxiped vest of red and yellow. . The collar 
and rufles of liis shirt, as well .as the edges of a 

- - -- - - - - - -cravat of white earnbric? were elaborately ernbroi- 
dGred, and rnade a singular contrast witli the 
coarseness of his cloth. Beside him were an im- 
mense pair of stiff- bocked boots with tassels, ready 

' to supersede tlie slippers whicL he wore. Don 
Valentin's faee was thin, wrinkled, and ssllow, and 
was set off by black and brismtly hair, which seemed 
,to grow in al1 directions from sheer inveteracp 

- Tliese observations were made wliilst the p*nc 
tilious politeness, which distinguishes the OId Css- 
tifiark, nnd .to which the Andaluz is no stranger, 11" 
expending ibelf in kind inquiries after the bealdi 
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of other and family. cc Como esta t~ted?''- 
cc How fares your grace ?" cc Sk fiooedad .Para 

6 usted y usted ?''-<c AS usual, at YOur grace's 
service ; and y ourself ?'' Then followed a long list 
of inquiries for Dofia Conclia on one part, and La 
Floreneia on the othei; with the replies of, " Tan . . 
buena-tan guapa-para servir 6 usted;" " Equally 
welLlfamously-at your grace's service." By this , 

time Don Valentin had discovered me in the ob- 
scurity of the doorway : so directing his eye at me, 
and inclining his ungainly figure, he said, with an , 

. 
attempt at unction, "*Servidor de usted caballero;" 
and bid u% pass onward into a mal1 saloon, of whiel~ 
he opened the door. Wlien he had drawn on his 
boots, he followed, and, . after a few more compli- , - 

ments, Don Diego opened the subject of our visit. 
- Don Valintin, afta* a beeoming pause, repxed tbat 

the room we kere $n had served them as a saloon, l 

that tlie alcove had been the sleep!ng apart- 
of his daughter; but that if it suited me to 

OCCupy it, they woiild live in the antesala adjoining . 
kitchen, their danghter ivould move úp stairs, 

and should haie the whole to m yself. The room 
waPBS e v e r ~  thing one eould have wished in point of 
situation; for it overlioked the Puerta del sol, and 
had a broad windok fronting towa~d the soutli-ea&, 
which, from its elevation &*ve the opposite roofs, 

. . 
1 



1 
! sun. But 1 did not like t lk  loolr of Don Valexitin, 
1 

, ' nor did 1 care to live under tlie same roof with him. 
i 
I So, when w e  rose to depart, 1 said I would think 
I of tlie matter, secretly determining, however, to 

seek lodgings elsewhere. 
1 

Don Valentin aceompanied us to the door, 
charged Don Diego with a loacl of expresiones for 
bis family, and, as is'the custom on a first visit to a 
Spaniard, told me that liis Louse and dl it con- 

tained was at my entire disposal. He hnd told us 
for tlie Iast time, u Que no haya notiedad! Vayan 

/-- _ plstedes con Dios!"-Cg May you meet *ith no ac- 

cident ! God be with you 1"-and was holding tlie 
door for us, when we were met. on tlie narrolv 
landing, full in the face, by the very Doña Floren- 

about whom Don Diego had asked, and ivho liad 
j u g t  come from massi Slie miglit be mineteen 
thereabout, a little above tlie middle size, and fiilely 

~roportioned ; witL features regular enough, and 
hair and eyes not so black as is common in lier 

count*, a circumstance upon which, when 1 
to know her better, ahe used.to pide herself; furj 

in Spaio, auburn Lair, and even rcd, is looked ilPOn 

'm a great beauty. She ha<l a mantilla of l i - 1 ~ ~ 3  

pinned to her hair md falling gracefully about ]le* 
shoulders, and a hasquina of black silk, trimmed 
with. cords and tassels, and loadded at the botrom 
rvith lead, to make it fit closely, and show a sli3pe 

8 

. + 



, 

NEW CASTILE. 

whiih was rinlly a fine ene. Though high in the . 

neclr, it did iiot descend so low as to hide a well- 
tiirned ankle, covered with a wliite stocking a . 
small blaekshoe, bound over the instep by a riband 
of the sairie color. 

As I said before, 1 was. met full in the face by 
this damsel of La Rioja, to nhose clieek tlie ascent 
of three pairs of stairs had givén a color not common 
in Madrid, and to herself not habitual Her whole 
manner sliowed that satisfaction which people who . 
feel well and virtuously always experience on reacli- 
ing the dimestic threshold. She wvas opening and 
shutting her fan witL vivacity, and stopped short iil 

' the midsf of a little song, a great favorite in An- 

- -- -- , -  - - -  u O no! no quiero casarme! 
Ques mejor, ques mejor ser soltera 1" 

<'O no! 1 care not to marry! 
'Tis better, 'tis better live single!" 

w e  a m e  for a mornent to s stand in front of 
o h r ,  and tlien 1 drew back to let lier pass, 

partly from a sense of courtesy, "partly, perhaps, 
fmm a reluctante to depart. With the ready tact 
which nowhere belongs to tlie sex so completely os 
" S~ain, she asked me in, and 1 at once aceepted 
the invitation, without caring to preserve my con- 
"tenoye Here the rnatter was again tolked over, 



192 A YEAR IN SPAIN. 

tlie daughter lent her. counselp nnd 1 mas finally 
: 1 ,persuaded tbat tlie room and itssituation were even 

- more convenient tlian 1 at first tlouglit, and that 
i' 
li I I could not possibly do better ; so I closed witli 

11 Don Diego, and agreed to Lis terms, wl~ich were a 
dollar per day for the rent of the room and for 
my meals*. TLat very afternoon 1 abandoned tlie 
Fonda de Malta, and moved iuto my new lodgings, 
where I deterinined to be pleased with every tliing, 
and, fouowing the prescription of Frnnklin's piii- 
losopher with the good and bad leg, to forget tliat 
Don Valentin w w  twrto, and to look only at _--- - 

A -  Elorencia. 

Being now established for tLe winter, it may not 
be amiss to give some account of the domestic 
economy *f our little household. The apartments 

- of Don Valentin occupied the wliole of tlie third 
fioor and two rooms in the garret, a third being ifl- 
habited by a young man, cadet of some noble hooset 
who W ~ S  studying for tlie military mreer. One of 
tllese rooms was appropnated by Don Valentin 
a bedroom and workshop; for, like the Bourbon 
family, he had a turn for tinkering; ind U S ~ ~ I I Y  
passed bis mornings, to my no s m i ~  inconveniencey 

In Madrid, lodgíngs are hued by the day. A tmant *'y 
abandon a howe at a day's notice, but canmt be forcd fmm 
l t  by the lsndlord so Iong ss he continaes to pag the stil)ulatd 
rent. . . 



in pliuiing, hammering, and sawiug, . in his aerial 
habitation. 1. used sometimes to wonder, wlien 1. 
saw liis neighbour, the cadet, lying in bis bed and 
studyiiig in his eloak, boots, and foraging- 
cap-for he kept no brasero,-how he rnanaged, - 
with su& a din beside Km, to folIow the train of 
his equatiom Tlie tliird ropm wtts the bed-cham- 
ber of Florencia. , 

On the same floor with my apartment was one 
iohabited by Doiia Gertrudis, an Asturian lady, 
whose husband- had been a colonel in the army, and 
who dared not retuni to Spain, whence he fled on 
the amval of the French, becausehe had 

ultra-patriotic toast at a ~ u b l i c  dinner in the. time 
~f the Constitution. He was wandering &out 
~omewhere in America, sbe scarce knew where, for 
it  as next t o  impossible to liear frum him. This 

- - 
"aman was a singular example of tlie private misery . 
\Ybich SO many revolutions and counter-revolutions 
have produced in Spain, and brought home to 
almost every family. Of three brothers who bad 
held offices under the government, two Lad been 
obliged to By, and weie now living iii England, a 
borden to the fmi ly  estate. This, with the death 
~f her two cliildren, and the absence of their father, 
W ~ O  alone could have comoled Iier for the loss, had 

greatly pxeyed upon her health, that ahe was 
threatened with s caocer in the breast. Her friends 

VOL. 1. O 
. 
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liad sent her to the capital to procure better advice 
tlinn could be found at  Oviedo. She frequently 
told me ber stoyy, talked of other days, when her 

. husband, being high in hvor, Lad brouglit her to 
this same Madrid, taken her to court, and led her 
into dl tlie gaieties of tLe capital. Her situation 
was indeed a snd one, and 1 pitied her, from my 

- . so&ll. 
My own room mis of quadrangular form, and 

sufficiently lnrge for a man of moderate size and 
pretensions. On the side of the street a lage 
window, reaching fíom the ceiling to tlie fioor, 
opened, with a double set of folding doors, upon an 

- iron balcoiiy. The outer doors mere glazed, the 
inner ones mere of sólid wood, studded with iron, 
and firmly secured by a long vertical bolt. This 

-- - -folding .window is found ali over France, a d  tlle 
bolt whicli confines it is there called. eapa~yplt.fte* 
Directly in fiont of the window was a recess or al- 
cave, concealed by curtains, within which - mY 
bed. At tlie bedside ntas a clean merino sbeeP 
skin, in addition to the mat of straw, or ~ f l q  

which covered the aleove and sitting-room. 
The furniture cotisisted of a dozen rusli-bottomed 

ehairs, B chest of drawers, which Don Valentin bh- 
self Iiad made, and where, at my request, ~lorenJ' 
continued to preserve her feast-day fineryi md 
liuge tablq wLich filled one end of the room, 
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whicli I h@ at first tuken for a piano. Thcre were 
liere but few ornaments. Two or tliree e n p v i n p  
hung about t l~e  wnlls, in wliicli one oi Rapbaql's 
Virgini, was paired with a bnd picture of he11 ond 
its torments. There was, likewise, on tlle bureau, a 

a glm globe witli a goldfish iii it. Though tlie pet 
of Florencia, and well taken eare of, tliis little fel- 
lorv seemed weary of Lis prison-liouse; for night' 
and &y he was ever stvimming round and roond, 
as if in searcli of liberty. On the whole, there w i ~  
obout this dwelling an air of great snugness and 
quiet The balcony, liowever, wmby far the most . 

wpable  part.  her re, leaning on tbe railing, 1 
' p ~ e d  o portion of eaeh day; for rvhen cavalcades 

processions failed, there uws -always abrlndant 
amuaement iii gazing upon t1ie constantly circu- 

= -- lating mnltitode, and in studying the varied COS- 

tumes and striking manners of this peculiar people. 
Nor were 0 t h  motives tvanting e lead me to the 
balcony. The one immediately next my own was - 
frequented at al1 Iiours by a young Andaluza of 
8 U r ~ w i n g  beauty; whilst over tbe way was the 
habihtion of Letizia Cortessi, tbe prima donna of 
the Iialian opera 

As for the oecopatione of our little farnily, tliey 
s u ~ h  as are eommon in Spain. The first tliing 

in tlie morning to arrange and order every 
tbing for tlie day. Then e;uih took tlie little higada r' -. 

0 2 
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of chocolate and panedllp, or ~rqall roll, of the de- 
liglitful bread of Madrid. This meal is not taken 
at a table, but sitting, standing, or walking from 

- poom to room, and not unfrequently in bed. This 
over, each went to Iiis peculiar occupations ; the old 
woman, with her Diarios and Gacetas, to open her 

. reading room in the entry ; Florencia to .ply lier 
needle; and Don Valentiri to play tinker overhead, 
having 5rst takeri out liis flint and steel, and cigm 
and paper, to prepare hia brief cigarillo, which he 
~ o u l d  smoke, with a sigh between each p f f ,  afta 

- 2  - those days of liberty wlieir a c i g r  cost two cuarto$, 
' instead of four. Towards noon he would roll l b -  

self in his capa parda-cloak of brown-and go 
down into the Puerta del Sol, to learn tlie tliousand 

r - - -  - _ r _ -  - rumors whicli there find daily oirculation., If it 
were a feast-day, the mass being over, he wo.uld go 
with his daughter to the Prado. A t  two, tbe family 
took ita mid-daymeal, consisting, beside aome simple 
dessert, of soup and puchero, well seasoned witll 
pepper, saflron,, and garlic. If i t  had been summerj 
the siesta would Iiavc passed in &ep; but it being 
win ter, Don. Valen tin took advantage of the sliortw 
lived heat to wander fortli witb a friend, and in the 
bvening went to Iiis tertulia, or friendly reunione 

b 

In aummer, one, or eveh two 09clock, is the hour 
of retiring; but in winter it is eleven. Always tlle 
1-t thhg, before g o i q  to bed, was to take a suF'per ' 

- f 
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of stewed meat and tomatos, prepared in oil, to 

, Such was the ordinary life of this,humble fumily* 'S 

Don Valentin sometimes varied it by a shooting ! 

excursion, from wliich he searcely ever returned 
: 

without a good store of llares and partridges. a On 
such occasions he was followed by his faithful Pito, 
a fat spaniel, of very different make from his master. 
This Pitt or Pito, so called in honor of the British 

, ~tatesmati, had pasaed through dangers iii Itis'day; 
for in Spaih even tlie lives of the dogs do not pass 
witbout incident. He was one day coursing with 
bis-master in the neighbourliood of the Escurial, 
when they were suddenly set upon by robbers. Don 
Valentío was made to deliver up his gun and lie 
down on tlie gound,  wliilst bis pockets wme rifled. 
-When, liowever, the robber who took tlie gun had 
turned to go nway, Pito gatliered courage, and 
~"ed him by the leg. The ineensed riiffian turned 
, about and levelled his piece, wliilst poor Pito, well 

of tlte $tal power of tlie weapon, slunk to tlie 
"de of his master. The situntion of man and dog 1 
was indeed perilous; but f o r ~ n a t e l y  the piece 
missed fire, and both were saved. Nor should I 
f~ rge t  to. say sox,riathing of a cat, last and least of 
Our household. His name was Jazmin, or Jessa- 

!t was only in name, however, that he dif- . -, 

, 
fered from and was superior to otlier cats. Like 

4 
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