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where the iniles upon miles of parks and garderis

would be most grateful to its parched citizens, a·s

'well as to the residents of Aranjuez itself, the

government, though the present coutt never visits

the place, is sufficient1y careless of popularity to.

keep everything c10sely shut up; so that gardens,

such as at Carlsruhe or Stutgard form the delight

of the whole population, ¿re here entirely unused

except by the thrushes and nightingales.

The larger of the twb palaces, a rambling French

~hateau, is little worth seeing, except for china­

fanciers, who will be delighted with a wondeljul

room entirely walled and ceiled with b~autiful­

~ Capo di Monte. This was one of the extrava-

ganzas of Charles II!., who did not scruple to

waste {,3,000 of gold by mixing it with the brass.

rails ofaback staircase i~ his other Aranjuez

palace: This, which is most inappropriately called

the Casa del Labrador (the Workman's Cottage),

is about a mile distant from the town. lts rooms,

though Iow, are most gorgeously fitted up' with

exquisite silk embroidery and hangings. Both

palaces are filled with reminiscences of curiou~

court scandals. and crimes, but especially those

connected; with Charles II!., Maria Louisa, and

her lover Godoy, the Prince of Peace, whose p05i-

letalife'

.: "



.Jun

ARAN/VEZ ANlJ TOLElJO. 177 '

tion was so easily accepted by the diss01ute court,

that his being represented, with the 'king, in a

fresco which .still remains inone of. the principal

rooms, was. no' matter for offence. The extra~.

ordinary trio had a passion for c1ocks, and no less

than forty-eight c10cks adorn their small apart....

ments in the Casa del Labrador, five or six in each

room. AH the ,royal residences of ~ Spain are de-o

corated in this way.. Themania which Ferdinand

. VII. had for ciocksis ampIy shown i~ the palace at

JVlaclrid, and even'Charles V. madea collection of

them, and' remarked how absurd it was to try to

make' two men's heads think the same, when he'

could' not make 1:Wo oí his cÍocks go aiike.

Aranj~ez(is an oasis in the wilderness: The.
Tagus ana Xarama, meeting almost beneath the

paIace walls, . keep its is1and garden fresh and.·

verdant, even through a burning' Spanish summer.

The fine old English oaks and elms were brought

ayer by Philip 11., and were, perhaps, the 'onIy

good which accrued to his native land from his
marriage with' our Mary. '. They still attract. as

müch . notice iri .'Spain :as a wood of paIms and

.prick1y-pears .wóuld doat Hampton Court. The

beauties of Aranjuez have bee~ aconstant theme

with the poets of Castile: CaIderon and, Garcilasso

N
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have written in their praise, and even Fray Juan

de Tolosa, the Augustine prior of Zaragoza,when

~epublished a religious treatise in 1589 for the
benefit of the young knights of the period, called
it (, The Aranjuez of the Soul," in order the better

. to entice them t.o read it. The gardens remain as

.we see. them portrayed in the faithful pictures of

Velazquez in the lV[useo. at Madrid, and as they.

aredescribed by Lady Fanshaw, English ambas­

sadress in Spain during the reign of Philip IV.,'
.Long shady avenues of elms and plane-trees lead

through c1osely-:planted woods, and have been the

scene of countless intrigues, bothaof politics -and

love. Even down to the late revolution, all.old

customs of the place were kept up, even to the

breeti of camels, introduced here byPhilip I1.,to

perform the garden work, and their oriental forms,

slowly parading through the shady groves, were'a

well-known characteristic of the place. Isabella

11. never failed .to spend the spring mo~ths at.
Aranjuez, but now it is the picture of <,lesolation;

fountains without water, bedswithout fiowers,.

promenades without people :truly one may say

with Schiller. "Die schonen Tage in Aranjuez si~d

nun zu ende."

- A short joumey by raíl, and a long wait i tl the,

4'1
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wretched junction station oí CastiHejo-where the

onlyaccommodation is a miserable room, open at

both ends" and a prey' to beggars and dirt of every'

desc~iption-brought us to imperial Toledo. Ata
distance thé town rises grandly, not distinguished·

by any one marked feature or building, except its'

great Alcaiar, which is chiefiy of the last century,

hutan irregularHne of towers, battle~ent~dwalls,

) and é,Lncient houses, crowning the black precipitous
: rocks, which rise abruptly from the yellow Tagus,'

and backed by rugged hilIs, scorched aild parched'

into every shade of orange and brownby the I

tropical sunshine. The g:eiI}~ral views oí Toledo'
have no beauty, but, are solemn and affecting
beyond those of aH 'other places, 'so huge· and ,

historical (loes it stand, without any vegetatión

whatever, girdled in from the living world by,
the indescribable solitude' of its utterIydesolate.,

hilIs.

Guarding the entrance of the town stancis the

ruined castle oí Cervantes,on a projecting spur _

0[, the mountain. At its foot is the bridge of

Alcantara, "the Bridge oí the .Bridge," closed at

,both ends by gate towers, ,and striding with high

arches across the Tagus, asit rushes through the

deep chasm in the rockupon which it is built.

, .
.... ¡
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Rence one ascends to the town by a terraced.

road, froro which there is a glorious viéw óVer
the Vega. The atmosphere, is .so clear that ~very

fissure in the distanthillscan becounted" and,
éach b~i1diÍ1g on the line' of' the horiion· stands
out 'against the transparent turquoise. sky as if
seen thróugh amicroscope. . Where ·the· terrace

mákes . a 'zigzag t6 a higher leve!,' is .the grand

Moorish gateway called Puerta' del' Sol,· richly

embossed with tracery,' and :of á. splendid orange-
~ed . colour. Now we' reaéh the' Zocociover,' . a

Moorish . square overhung· by matÍy ·ranges. of

balconies, wherice a tolerably wide st'reet,i the only eral f
one in' Toledo, winds' along the· irregUlarities" oí

the ~ hill to the cathedral, which 'unfórtunately
stands so low that its fine spire cannever become

a. conspicuous feature. Diving thus into .the heart
oL.. the. town,: the ~ quaintness of'everything is

increasingly striking. Rere abeautifuI. Moorish

or:.GóthiC fragmenthreaking the·liné.ofwhite-
washed walls, there ba1coniesadorned with'cluster-

ing:.viries' and jéssamine, hung ·with· 1:?ird-cages,
an'd·. with . haiidsóme. dark-eyed~ womeIi' ·iti lace

.mantillas; leaning: óver their railings.: Near: the

c'athe4ral~'at: 16~' CalÍe Santa Isabel,'iS' ahouse of ­

thiskind.....;..the .pleasant.Casa deHuespedes (board.
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ing-house) oí the three excel1ent sisters Figuerroa

'-where we spentfive days very comfortably. Our

. sitting-room had the pleasantest oí balconies, filled

with birds, and common but luxuriant fiowers, and

looked across a quiet littIe garden;with a tree-:-a

.' valuable possession in Spain-to the c1iffs on the

other side of the river.

Oí courSe our first visit was to the cathedral,

I and our first sensation· was certainly one oí dis-
( ... .'

appointment, but perhaps partIy because we had

.heardso much, and expec~ed'so much,and because'

the beggars are so tiresome, and their perpetual

whine, with. their misch~~vous, even malicious,

tricks, such a const.ant irritant ~o the tempero

Much also oí the building has been whitewashed,

and the. act is commemorated in 'a triumphant

inscription ·on one.oí its walls!

Still, the beauties oí the cathe,dral. oí Toledo are

such as grow upon' one ,at each sight oí it, and

surely no church interior was ever more entirely

. pic~U:resque than this, where~he coro, ~l1ed with
wonderful 'carved stall.;.work, divided by jasper

pil1ars, breaks;.butdoes notblC!ck, the view oí the

.five naves and their eighty-eight columns, through

.which th~. ande.nt . glass sparkIes with colours of

sapphire, ruby, and emerald; and where the painted

'General .. . .

.,.;
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and gilt retablo, toned but uninjured by age, rises

from pávernent to ceiling in an indescribable

labyrinth of niches, statues, and sculptured tracerY•

. Around the altar are glorious tombs of sorne oí

th'e earlier kings, Alonzo VII., Sancho· del Deseado,

Sancho el Bravo, and the Infante Dan Pedro. Here

. also is buried Cardinal Mendoza (ob. 1495), who

obtained the name of Tertius Rex, frorn the degree

in w:.hich he shared the sovereignty withFerdinand

and Isabella.

.Behind the high altar, in ~ 1arge chapel of' their .

own, are rnagnificent tombs of a knight a1!d a

lady. He is Alvaro de Luna, Master of Santiago,

Constable of Castile, and Prime Minister ofJohri 11.,

whose rpind and counsels he cornpletely ruled for

five-and-thirty years. He ·lived with royal state,

and when he rode out was followed by thirty

knights, and he held three thousand lances in his

payo His interference brought about a rnarriage

between his king and- Isábella of Portugal, who

became his bitterest enemy, aild whose ascendancy

over her husband· was the cause of his ruin. He

was executed on an accusation of high treason in

the square at Valladolid, his last words being, /.

"And this is the reward oí faithful devoted service

to my king." 111 his lifetime he had prepared
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beautiful bronze toinbs for himself and his wife;

but when he was disgraced his relentless master

had them broken up; and they were made into the .

two pulpits which still stand at .the entranceof
the Capilla Mayor. The existing tombs, of ala-

- -
baster, are due to the filialpiety of his daughter
Maria.

Close by is the entrance of the Capilla de los

: Reyes Nueves, built by order of Juan 11., and
( ". . -

, containing a statue of its founder (buried at J\!Iira-

fiores), and the tombs of Henrique 11. (1379), and'

his queen Juana (1380); theirson Juan l. ,(1390),
with his wife Leonora (138,2); Henrique ~11. (1407),'
and his wife Catalina de Lahcastre (1419)~daughter

of John oí Gaunt.
~ 'The Sacristia Mayo'r, entered near this, is sur~

tounded by beautiful pictures of Juan de Borgoña,

in the style of Perugmo. Below these hang a

most interesting series of authentic portraits of

the archbishops~ They inelude Mendoút 'and
Xi~enes; '.' by Borgoña;' Carranza, the confessor

of Charles V., who urged the dying emperor.to

faith in the Crucified 'as. the only Saviour, and

wasconsequently imprisoned-as" iníected with'

, Lutheran, opinions "~for eleven years in the castle

OíSt.· Angelo, .wher~ he died in,. adungeon; and

'1
I
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Sandoval (by Luiz Tristan), who urged Philip IV.'

to the expulsion of the Moors from Spain.

At the western end of the church is a Gothic

tabernac1e with a beautiful reliefof San Ildefonso

recéiving a chasuble from the Virgin, "o/ho is

supposed to have presented it in person as he was

praying on this spot. An inscription fórmer1y

.a.ttestéd the mirac1e in these words:-

" Quando la Reina del cielo
Pusó10s pies en el suelo
En esta piedra los pus6
De besarla tened uso
Para mas vuestro consuelo.';

I r~

The Virgin is also said to have attiended mass in

this cathedral, occupying the seat of San Ildefonso

(never used since)' who had written a treatise in

defence of her perpetual virginity; and itis to this

story of an honour paid to one of its archbishops

that Toledo owes the primacy of Spain.

The image which now occupies the place oí

honour in the shrine, so delighted the Virgin when

she carne to inspect the likeness, that she dec1ared .

it her very image, embraced it tenderIy, and con­

ferred' upon it· the: gift of mirac1~s. Yet, after ,aH.

this is not the most important idol in the place.

Ú Maestra Señora de Toledo," herself one of the

neraf

'1
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most hideou~ of aH the black doHs poor Sto Luke is

held responsihle for, resides in the Sacristy, and

possesse~.a wardrobe and collection of jewels of
unparalleled richness. When we saw her, she was

dressed in silver tissue, entirely covered with small

pearls; but her c10thes are changed at each great

feast-day.. . .
No one ·-shQuld 'i-eave the cathedral without

visiting tlle Mosarabic ch€lpel, a large' separate
j .' - •

(building ~ntered near the great western door. Its

history ,is . this. At _the Moorish invasion, ,the "

Toledans defended themselves gallantIy, and, when

they.yielded, obtainedJ the best I contlitions they . Gen· (nI' e
could. Chief amongst the' terms they¡ insisted

\ .

upon was that they should preserve five churches,

in whicli tliere should be' free liberty' of worship'

for those who remained faithful to Christianity.

Thus, through the four hundred years of the

Moorish rule, the faith was kept alive in Toledo,

and the faithful bore the name' of Mos-Arabes­

~'mixed with the Arabs." In the reign of

Alonzo VI.,when Toledo returtÍed to the Christian

rule, the papal. legate,' 'Richard, desired that the

Mosarabic shouldbe laid asidefor the Gregoriart

ritual, and his ~ishes were upheld by the king;

and the queen Doña -Costanza, ,,:ho prefern~d, th~
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ritesoí Rome.: The Toledan c1ergy were furious,

and the people becamesoexcited, that a revólution

was imminent. Alarmed at this turn oí affairs,

and fearing to push matters to an extremity, the

kitÍg then proposed as a compromise, after the

fashion of the day, that the dispute should be

.decided by a single combat, each party choosing

a champion, and that so God should show which

ritual was most acceptable to Rim. The fight

. took place in th~' vega, and the Mosarabic

champion, Don Ruiz de la .Matanza, .was the

victor. The populace rent the air with ~hei~

applause,and believed that aH was, settled.· Bu1

the court was enraged, and sorne little time after,

Alonzo, conveniently discovering that, the means'

oí proof chosen had been impious and cruel,

proposed ~nothertria!. . This time, after a general

fast, and prayers in aH the churches, copies of the ..

Román and of the Toledan rituals were. to . be

placed together in a lighted bonfire, and that

which remained unscathed would· be the one

approved by God. .~

.Apile of faggots was lighted in the Zocodover,

in the presence of an .immense concourse, and the,

two breviaries were placed upon it, each party

praying fervently for the liturgy theY.preferred.

~ \

j
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But it wasa storrny day;andbefore the :(lames'

could reach it, the Roman prayer-book wc:s taken
up by the wind andblown intact and unsinged .

out oí the· fire, while the Mosarabic breviary

remained unconsurned in the ·midst oí the flames.
Both parties shouted that the victory was theirs,

but the Mosar:abians carried the day, and their
liturgy, describedby Dr. Neale as "the connecting

)link of the eastern andwestern rites," was' pre­

'served in Toledo. WhenXimenes became arch­
bishop, it was· beginning. to" fall into desuetude,'-'

and topreserveso interestinga relié of faith in

troublous times, he instituted, in 1512, an order of

priests especially: chargedwith theperformance
oí the Mosarabic office, and built the chapel which

we see. Its walls are covered with írescoes by
Juan de Borgoña, oí victories ayer the infidels, and

of the taking of Oran.

The splendid collection oí church vestments is

well worth examining. Nothing can describetheir

magnificence, or the degree oí high-art to which
they shew that needlework can be carried.

The grand time .. to visit the cathedral .. is the
festival of Corpus, when the whole of its exterior

.is hung with glorious tape~tries of the time of

F erdinand and IsabeIla.

. -'
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The existing remaíns in Toledo are of three

kinds, viz.,first, the Moorish mosque, the Moorish ,

houses, and the fragments ofMoorish work em­

bedded in the cathedrál and ,churches; second, the

Je,vish synagogues; third, the Christian arto

The Moorish mosque, now called the church of

El Christo de la Luz, is of intense interest. 1t

stands behind the Puerta del Sol, and rt:light

easily be overlooked, as its walls, covered with

beautiful Moorish arches, are enc10sed in a court-

yard. 1t wa,s in existence when Alonzo VI. ~ntered........._~-
Toledo, MaY2S, 1083. Built into this' and <?ther....._-
Arabian buildings of Toledo á.re· fragments of erali~

Gothic constructions," such as' capit~ls, and por~

tions of columns, showing that they' belonged to

Christian edifices' anterior to the Moorish conquest.

The plan adopted by the Moors is almost analogous

to that of the' Christian basilicas, their mosques

being divided' into naves, and' generallyending ,­

in an apse. The arches which support the roof ,

of the. naves are either round or horseshoe, and

double arches are employed in the ornamentatíon

oí' the 'walls. The shafts of the, columnswhich

sustain the 'arcádes ofthese buildings are either,

oi inarble or of brick and mortar, but always thi¿k

and heavy. The octagonal form observed in sorne'
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'of them is a,feature of the periodo The arabesques

and carvings with, which the Moors ornamented,
. . '

their work in Toledo are almost always coarse

adaptations from the ornaments which they: had

~een, in passing, through places which had sub­

mitted to their yoke. Their capitals fo11ow the

Greek forms, more or less modified, according to

the caprice ofthe builders, but Byzantine ornament

~s thekind which was most popular with them.

" There' is something especia11y striking in the

low vaulted nave of El Christo de la Luz, which

is like a miniature fragment from the mosque at

Cordov~. Over the lta.r hangs a ghastIy crucifix

with long real hair, which recalls a curious Spanish

legend, te11ing that' as the Cid rode by after the

conquest ·at the head of his troops~ .!lis faithful

steed Bavieca dropped upon its knees before this

mosqueo Bavieca needed no guidance and never

did wrong" so when she knelt aH knew that .sorne

holy relic must be concealed upon that spot. The

:.wall was. pu11ed, down, and, as ~he stones fe11, a

stream oí light poured forth, and a crucifix was

dis,c1osed, where: ithad been immured for safety_

befare the invasion,the lamp which was then lighted

still mi~aculouslyburning-El Christode la Luz.,

Near this church is the splendid hospital of

',1
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Santa Cruz, now a military school.CardinaI

Mendozá left his fortune to Isabella to be em­

ployed íor charitable purposes, and this is orte oí .

the noble íoundationsshe raised in íúlfilmentof

what she feh would be his wishes. Its patios a'nd .

staircase are as beautiful in detail as in de.sign.

Quite on the other side oí the town are the two

marvellous old J ewish synagogues, now called

El Transito and Santa Maria Blanca. .Both are

oí the greatest intetest, as having been ~ui1t by

the Jews during the dominion of theMoors, under

who~e tolerant rule they enjoyed perfect freedom
• I

and liberty of conscience. Both buildings .ªre f .

almost ,like mosques, and it is supposed that

Moorish workmen were employed in them. Santa

Maria Blanca, which stands back in a little cour.t,

and is newly whitewashed, was indeed a J ewish

sanctuary, being ceiled with cedar ofLebanon, and

the ground, on which it stood .covered with the

sacred dust of Palestine.

El Transito is much m6re magnificente It was·

built by Samuel Levi, aJew who was the treasurer

and faithful servant oí Pedro the Cruel, but whose

. master, coveting his wealth, tortured him and put I

him to death, and t~en confiscated all his posses­

sions.

eral
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: When the, Christia:q.s reeovered Toledo, the star

of the Jews set, and .. each Jewish head was taxed

at thirty pieces of silver-" the price of Him whom

. they of the children of Israe~ did value~" But

they wer~ allowed to retain, their syt:lagogues

through a curious plea. The Jews of Toledo

affirmed that they had not cons~nted to th~death

of the SaviourL When Jesus Christ was brought

~o judgmerit, they said, the, counc~l of'Jews, of·
which Caiaphas was the president, sent to take

the' votes of the tribes as to whether He should

be released or put to death. One tribe voted ' fo'r

bis acquittal, and .:(:0fl the,~ theauews OL, 2Ied0c. y Geneta.if,e
were descended. 'Fhis tribe, then, was guiltless of

the blood of Jesus, and did not merit the execra­

tions pourea. upon their brethren. The original

answer ~f the Toledan Jews, with a Latin transla­

tion of the Hebrew text, is preserved in the archives

of the Vatican.

.In 1389 the oppression of' the Jews begail by

their being bereaved of their market, which was

near ,the cathedral, by Archbishop Tenorio, who

built the present c10ister on .. its site. In 1454.

Santa Maria ,Blanca was taken away from the

Jews, on the .in~tigation of San Vicente Ferrer.

Ihis saint was a' great mixture. Cruel and
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vindictive beyond words in his persecution oí

heretics, he was saint-like in the practice oí his

own lHe. He ref\1sed aH Church dignities; dai1y

he read and meditated upon the Scriptures, es.

pe~ially uJ?on the Passion ofour Lord. In· his

tréatise on the "Spiritual Life," he exhorted men

to turn to God constantly in prayer, for "study

would drain the heart and intellect unless men

constantIy turned to place themselves at the foot

of the cross of Christ,whén ihe th'ought of his

sacred wounds would give. fresh power aÍld new

light to their souls."...-_-
In 1490, the Toledans, in order to have a plé1t.

for a further spoIiation of the J ews, gave out that
the had stolen Juan Passamonte, .a boy 'of Guardia,

and crucified him, putting his heart into a hostia,

as a charm against the Inquisition. This story

is commemorated in a fresco near the beautiful

c10ister gate called "El Niño -Perdido," and is,

like the similar .story of Sto H ugh of Lincoln, a

favourite theme with poets an~painters. In 1492

every unbaptized Jew was forced fa quit Spain by·

Ferdinand and Isabella, and 170,000 were cruelly

expelled, preferring banishment and .the loss oí,

everything to abandoning their faith... The expul­

sion of the Jews was the· ruin of· Toledo~ . It is

-.
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stl'ange how, throughout these persecutions; the

teaching of Sto Bernar~ was overlooked, who said,

"Take heed what you do to the Jews,forwhoso:­

ever touches them is like one who touches the apple

of the eye of J esus, for they are His flesh and blood."

Not far from the synagogues is the ch~rch oí

San Tomé; corttaining a pictureby the rare artist

El Greco (Domenico Theotocupuli- 1577-1625)·

~t represents the buria1 of ..the Conde de Orgaz,

~in 1392, by Sto -Stephen and St.Augustine, wno

are believed tohave come in '·person to bury him, '

because he had spent aH his weaith in adorning

their churches. Near this, a1most on the edge of

the steep cliff which.. ,overhangs the Tagus, is the

Franciscan convent of San Juan de los Reyes,

'witI1 its beautiful church, built by Ferdinand and

Isabella in memory of their victory at Toro. It'

will at once at~ract attention, not on1y from

its. Gothic architecture, but from its being hung

aH over with the links ,of the chains, of Chris­

tian cap~ives rescued at the conquest of the

~Ioors. Theeritrance, built by Alonzo de Covar:­

rubias for Philip 11.,' is 'surmounted by an ex­

quisitely~sculptured cross. The c1oisters, though

'of late Gothic, are am~ngst" the most beautiful

in Europe. Latterly.nature has added much to

O
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their charm, and jessamine and honeysuckle form r

natural crowns around its saint-statues. Here

CardinalXimenes entered upon his noviciate a~ a

Franciscan m01;1k, and hoped to flee frornthe wO:rld
Ín which he was destined to play so conspicuous a

part.
.Close to the church are the Cyc10pean ruins oí

the p~lace built by King Wamba in 674, and
inhabited by Roderíck. From its window he·· is.

said to have beheld the beautiful daughter of

Count Julian, who had been intrusted t6 his care,

while she was bathing in the· river, and t? have

become possessed with the fatal passion whichi"led r:: alife
. to the invasion of the .Moors, and the destruction

~

oí his kingdom. .

In the hollow is the grand gate..;defended· bridge

of San Martino, connected with which is a curious

anecdote of wifely devotion. The architect of the

original bridge on this site· discovered - too Jate

that his work was not strong enough, and would
give way when the scaffolds were removed. To

his wife alone .he communicated his misery; she

set fire to the scaffolds, burnt down the whole

work, and saved her husband's rel?utation.·

Beyond the bridge the river leaves its rocky

gorge and winds through the plain. Rere is the
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smallancient basilica· cal1ed El Christo de la

Vega, with its richly~decorated apse and solemn ; j

Rembrandt-like interior, in which, the principal
ray of light fans upon the figure- on the crucifix

which giv~s a name to the sanctuary. The figure~

which 'is of life size, has its head be~t, its' hair

falling over the shoulders, one hand on1y nailed

to the cross, and the other extended as if in -the

{act of taking an oath. Its story tel1s that a YÓU?g
. country girl made her 10ver promise to marry her J' •

and sign a paper swearing that he wou1d do so

before this crucifix,~that afterwards the lover was

faithless and denied his troth, when the maiden,e

rleserted and weeping, betook herself to the

JUl1 chapel, a dpray_ed, and 1aid the paper he had
signed before the altar, imp10ring he1p frorn her ­
Redeerner; - then,' in the solernn stillne~s, the

Crucified detached one hand frorn the cross, and

stretching it out, exc1airned, "lo soy testigo,"-I

am the witness !
A recent Spanlsh author, Gustavo Becquer, says

truly: "Outside the place which guard~ their'

memory, 'far from the precincts which preserve

their traces, ánd where it appears. as if we still
breathed the atrnosphere of olé! tales' told in the

evening, traditions lose their poetic rnystery, their
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inexp1icab1e hold upon the' soul. Far off one

questions, one analises, one doubts; but here,

faith, like a secret reve1ation, illuminates the spirit,

apd makes one believe."·

Good wa1kers should ascend, to the 1eft, beyond

.the bridge of Sto lVlartino. Passing the rude stone

cross on the edge of the hill, they win find them­

selves at once in one of· the wildest scenes imagin~

ab1e, and may follow a path which winds through'

a gorge, and then along dec1ivities sQ arid that

scarcely anything grows there except asp'hodel

and cistus, flowers which are carel~ss abouLwater'

and love a dry sa!nd~soil. Rosem~ry too fiourishes raHfe
in, the c1efts, a herb which Spanish peasants think

it impossible to estimate too highly.. Once, they

say, it was a poor cornmon plant of the field, but

upon it the Virgin, on a, washing-day, hung·. out

to dry the baby-c1othes of the infant Jesus, and '1
thenceforth it became for ever green ahd fragrant

and full of virtues. The fact is cornrnemorated in

one of the popular songs, which. are so endless in

thernselves, and so endlessly in the mouths of tha

people as they work:- "

"Lavando estaba la Virgen,
y tendiendo en el romero;
Los parajitos cantaban;
Adoremus el misterio."
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Since' the death of the Saviour, too, it is believed

that the rosernary has put forth fresh flowers every

,Friday, th.e day of his suffering, " as if to ernbalrh
his holy body."

As the path winds higher amongst the rocks, we

come in sight of a hermita;e and its little"chapel

of the Virgin.' Hither, on the night of her great

festivalon the 1st of May, long processions toil up,

?hanting as· they go, and all the little ways are lit

up by blazing branches, making a winding path of

fire in thedarkness~ 'Beyond the chapel is the

ghastly and desolate gorge called the Degollada,

from a wornan who had her throat cut there, and

truly it seems a fitting place f0r such adeed, which

might easily be concealed here; and as the

environs of oledo are a stronghold' of brigands,

it requires so'mething of an effort to mount the last

and most desolate ascent which ends at the Castle

bf Cervantes. Yet no views give ane such anidea

of the solernn desolation of Toledo as these, wh'Emce

the tawny' river is seen winding for miles between

j agged c1iffs, crowned on the other side with build':'

ings so weird, so' uniformly old, and so hopelessly

decayed, that it is impossible to believe that ?ne is'

8til1 walking in the nineteenth century. So, 'in

. spite of brigands, it -iswel1 to linger here till

yGenera'jfe

I, I
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sunset, when all the pOOl" and pitiful detail is ·10st,

. and only the stupendous outline remains, engraverf

'Upon a fiaming sky. "Then," to quote Becquer

. again, "the lofty and black needles of the towers

of Toledo, between whose arched windows fall sorne

last rays of light, stand out against th·e fioating

groups of golden c1ouds, like a legion of phantorns,

who, from the height of their seven hills; laok

·down upon the plain with their eyes offire."

In the valley beyond the bridge of Aleantara is
_~_ another ruin, called the "Palace oí Galiana."

This legendary princess is supposed to have been '

the daughter bf .King Golafre, who lov~d her pas.­

sionately and· built hel"a palace, ·compared with

which all the glories of the Arabian Nights

paled into insignificance. Hither endless lovers

carne courting,and annoyed the princess dread­

fully, but the most hideous and wearisome was

Bradamant, a gigantic Moorish chieftain, who

made an underground passage Jrom his stronghold

at Guadalajara to Toledo, that he might visit h~r

every day. At length Charlemagne the Great

carnehither to assist Golafre against Abderrhama·n;

the Sultan of Cordova, and being lodgedin t,he

palace and falling in lave with Galiana, he slew .

Bradamant and presented her with .his head.
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The princess was so charmed with 'the gift that

she became enamoured of the giver, accepted his

hand, accompanied him to France; and was
crowned triumphantly. Su~h is the legend. The, "
palace, which, never was a' palace, and which,'

certainly never was inhabited 1;>y Galiana, is

reduced to a few: crunlbling walls. Near it, in

strange contrast, runs the rai1way, and it is the
I last building seen' on leavi~g Toledo.
¿

P:c. Mon. ,(1)enral de la Alhambra y General,' '
CO 5EJERIA DE CULTU

nllRlijCl'
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MADRID A~D THE ESCORIAL.

) '.

-~-I T is because Charles V~ suffered so' much from
the gout, that Madrid was chosen as the

capital of Spain. He found relief fro~ its sharp

air, and. it was thenceforth adopted as the' home

of royalty. No situation can pos~ibly be more

odious to ordinary mortals. Though situated

2,400 feet abóve. the sea, it has none of the

advaritages and all:the disadvantages of a ~igh

position. The climate is ,'bumingly hot in summer

and piercingly cold in wirÍter.
I ,

" El aire de Madrid es tan sotil
Que mata á un hombre, y no apaga á ün candil.".

AH around, the countryis utterIybarren and hideous...

'. Not a tree, not a drop oí water, not a green plant, .

• "The air oí Madrid is so subtle. It kills aman, and does noto put
out. a candle'"

.Iife

.•.. , .....;.
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not even a blade oí grass, not a vestige of colour

of any kind; bu~ only roads deep in dust, and a

districtcovered with brown sand, or dull grey·

. rock. After the time of Philip 11., the kings oí

Spain found out how great a mistake had led to

the desertion of the old royal cities'· of Valladolid,

Toledo, Seville, arid Granada for this de~ert, and

Philip II!. wished to move back the capital to Valla-

'i dolid, Cha~les II!. to Seville, but it was· then too

.( late, partly because tbe building of the Escorial

had added such a heavy linkto the chain whicI1

bound the capital to Madrid-which is neither a

"ciudad," nor a cathedral~~9wn, but '~the largest

village in Spain." I l
.. " Quien te quiere, no te sabe;

Quien te sabe, no te quiere,"."

is a very true proverb regarding the present royal

city, ,ret the self-glorious Spaniards still call

theirs " the only court," and believe that the

worId is silent in awe before its splendout"

" Donde esta Madrid calle el mund9 ? "

and anotherproverb says tha't it is but one step

from Madrid to heaven :-

" Desde Madrid al ciel(l1,.'"

..• "He who wishes for you, does 'not know yon;
He who knows you, does not wi~h for)'ou."
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, There was a small town on this' site befor~ the,

time of Charles V., and its, narrow streets· are

interesting and abound in historical recollections.

The Plaza San Domingo marks the site of 'á,

conventual church where Pedro the Cruel was

buried, and his tomb, removed when the church

was pulled down, may be 'seen in the architectural

museum. lnthe tower of the Casa de Lujanes

nnd in the adjoining house which has a curious
. .

doorway, Francis l. was imprisoned. .The house
called Las Vistillas was that where Ferdinarid .

and Isabella resided when at Madrid, and from

its balcony Cardinal Ximenes answered.the nobles~

who demanded by what .authorityhe had assumed

the regency, by shewing them hissoldiers in the "

courl beneath. The Plaza Mayor, still antiquated

andpicturesque, was, the scene of many Autos da

Fé. "ManyJews are burnt h~re," wrote Madame

de Villars, ambassadress in the reign of Charles 11.,
to Madame de Coulanges, "ahd thereare .other

tortures for heretics and atheists, which ,are

horrible to think of." The Court looked down
, upon these scenes from' the windows of a house .

still remaining, and' worth visiting on account 'o/f

its. fine stéiircase lined with rich blue az~lejos.

From these windows also Charles 1. of England

er tifel

. ~
I
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sawa buI1-fight, given in his hOIlour by Philip IV.,

when he .was courting the Infanta Maria•. At

that time there was' no regular Plaza de Toros,

and bull-fights were always given here, and were

the cause of far greater lossof human life than

those which exist at present, as the greater

proportion of the .bull-fighters were not profes­

sional, bu~youn&" noblemen oí the court, who

• J hoped to make_ themselves more acceptable by
(

exhibiting wild feats of rash daring. under the

eyes oí their mistresses. Vivid descriptions oí

these bull-fights are given in the exceedingly rare

but important letters of th~ .Comtesse d'Aulnois a

. French lady of rank, who visited the court oí Spain

during the reign of Philip· IV. ." The Plaza.

~Mayor," says .Madame d'Aulnois,' "is .larger, 1

think, than the Place Rbyale at Paris. It is rather

long than w~de, surrounded by porticoes, upon

which the houses arebuilt, and are always alike,

flve stories high, with .a range oí balconies i~ each, .

ripan which you enter bylarge glass doors. The

balcony oí the kirtg stands more forward than
. .

~he others, is larger, and covered with gilding.

. It occupies the centre oí one side, and is surmounted

. ~y a. canopy. .:Opposite are th~ ba1conies oí the

ambassadors, the Councilsof Castile and Arragon~

'; .

.;

" ,,0

Generali: e'. .: ..-
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the ,lnquisition, Italy, Flanders, and the ludies.,

The offices of War, the Crusades, and Finance are

to the right oí the king; one, may recognise them

by; the arms which are displayed on their crimson

velvet hangings, embroidered with gold. Lastly,

the town coundl, the judges, the grands, and

other nobles, aré placed according to their rank,'

and at the expense of the king, or of the town,

who hire the balconies from different private

persons who live there.

"There is given on behalf oí the king,to aH

those 1 have mentioned, a collation in appropriate

baskets, and with this collation, which consists'

of fruits,sweetmeats, 'and iced-waters,-gloves"

ribbons; fans, pastils, silk stockings" and garters

are offered to the ladies; 'so that these festivals

always cost more than a hundred thousand crowns,

an expense which Is defrayed from the fines

appropriated to the king or 'to the town. This

is a fund which no one, would venture to touch,

even to save the kingdomfromthe_ greatest

danger; if they did _so" a sedition would be the

result: ,so great is the delight which the people

tdke in pIeasures of this kind.

, "1 assure you, that the countless crowd of

people (for' every 'place is filled, the roofs of the

, I

eralife
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ho~ses lik~ 'the re~t), the balconies with their

gay hangings, the number of beautiful ladies, the

magnificent Court, the guards, and in short, the

whole square, present one of the most beautiful
.sightsI have ever seen.

." When there are in the town horses which have

..served anq aré skilful in a bull-fight, even without

anyknowledge 01 their owner, they are borrowed

from ~im, equally if he does not wish' to sel~

them,or if there are no means to buy them with,

and they are never refused. If the horse is

unfortunately killed, and. a proposal is made to

pay for it, it is not allowed, and it would be

shewing a want ofSpanish generosity to receive

inoney in such a case. It is nevertheless sufficie~tly

disagreeable to have a horse, which you may 'have

taken great pains to bring up, and which any

adventurer may kill in the most unconcerned way.

This kind of combat is considered so perilous, that

indulgences are open in many of the churches on

thosedays, 'on accoun~ of the slaughterwhich

takes place. Many Popes have wished entirely

to doaway' with such barbarous spectac1es, but

the Spaniards have ·been so urgent with the court

óf Rome to leave them untouched, that it .has

1

!

1

I
!
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"A cavalier oí merit was in love witha fair

young girl, whó was onlya jeweller's daughter ';

~. alife

.. ' -..

. "The fetes are beautiful,· great, and magnificent ;

it is a very noble a.nd cost1y spectac1e; it is
impossible to depict them fair1y, and one cannot
.imagine them without seeing them. But 1 confess

thatall this gives me no pleasure, when 1 think

that aman whose safety may be dear to you, has

the rashness to expose himself to a f{¡rious bull,···

and that for love of you .(for this i~ generally the

motive), you may see him return bleeding and
'. . o' ·r

haH-dead. Can one apprave any of these customs ?

And suppose even that one has no speclal interest

in flíem, can one wish. to· bepresent at these fetes,

which near1y always cost ·the lives oí many

persons? For my part 1 am astonished that in a

kingdom, whose kings bear the name of .Catholic,

such a barbarous amusement should be allowed.
1 know it is of great antiquity, as it dates from the'

Moors, but it seems to me that it ought to be quite

abolished, as well as many other customs derived

from these Infidels.

/.

given .in to their· wishes, and up to this time they .

have been tolerated.
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hut she was- perfectIy beautifu1 and a great heiress.

This' young nobleman having leamt that sorne 'of

the fiercest b1ills of the mountains had. been taken,

and thinkirig that· he wou1d derive great honour

from their conquest, resolved to fight with them,
a~d asked his mistress;s permission.- She~ horrified

at the very ideaof such a proposition, fainted

away, an~. forbade him, using théwho1e force' of

her infiuenceover him to 'prevent his riski,ng his

life. In spite of this prohibiti~n, he th~ught he,
cou1d ' not 'give her a· higher proof oí his 10ve,

and secretIy prepared everything which he re-'

quired. But notwithstanging the care which he

took to concea1 his design from his mistress, she
discovered it, and 1eft no stone unturned to change

his reso1ution. At 1ast the day of the fete arrived,

and he conjured her tobe there; assuring her that

her very presence would be sufficient to make him
a conqueror, 'and to acquire for him a glory ,which

would render him more worthy of her., eYour
love,' she, said'to him, ~ is more ambitious" than .

tender, and mine is more tender than ambitious.

Go where glorycalls you, You wish that 1 should "
be present, you' wish ',to fight beforeme; yes, 1

. will accede to your wish, and perhaps my presence

will cause you more troub1e than encouragement.'

',-1 -

. ~. , .
'. ,

: I
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"At last he quitted her, and went to the Plaza.

Mayor, whereall. the world was already assembled.

But he had scarcely begun to .defend himself

against a fierce bull that had attackedhim; when.
a young peasant threw a dart at the terrible beast,

which pierced it, causing' greatagorty. 'It in..

stant1y left the young nobleman who was engaged

with it, and rushed, bello'Ying against the' perso~
who had struck it. The young man aghast tried .

to escape, when the cap'which c~vered his head

fell off, and the most bea.utiful long hdir: in the

world fioatedover his, shoulders, anq reveale~ that

it was a girl ofl sixteen. So petrified was' she ralife
with terror, that ~ne was urtable éither to run oro

escape the. bull, which gave her: a'terrible wound

in the side, at theverymoment. when: her lover,'

who.wás the locador, and who' recognised, her,'

carne.fo her assistance.. O God! 'what~ was 'his

anguish; at seeing his dearmistress in this terrible

state! Hebeca~é'besidehimself, life was váJue~

less tohini, and more frantic than the bull itself,

heperformed .incredible feats. : He was mortally

wourtdedJn: several. pláces'. ,. . That iras indeed a

day when peopleconsÍ.dered the rete delightful..... \

The Plaza Mayor;: riow no longer used for bull-

fights, is occupied by an open garden, through .'; r,
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which, in -pleasantcontrast to London squares,
people are allowed to' circulate freely.. In its

centr'e. is ~he grandequestrian sta.tu.~:.ofPhilip 111.,
cast by John of Bologna froma drawing by

Pantoja. A still grander statue is that of
Philip IV., where' the bronzemane and scarf

~ite;ally float on the air, and which is' historicalIy .

. ~nteresting from. the important persons employed
in its design; Velazquez s~pplied the-drawings,

. it was cast in Florence' by Pedro Tacca,. and

Galileo shewed how the great weight of the hor~~

could be sustained in its prancing position. Thi~

statue1 1lloved from the gardens of the Buen

Retiro, .now ornaments thé' ~entre of the Plaza
del Oriente, one side of which is' occupied by th~

JU I p~lace.· THis is certaihly one oí the most magnifi­
cent royal residences' in the world, imposing in

itself, and striking from its position at the end of

the finest part of the town, on the edge of a steep
bank. The nearer detail of the surroundings' i~

wretched, r.ugged .slopes and ragged shrubberies,

walks and garderis alike hopelessly neglected, out, ­
beyond these, it looks upon the snow-capped range .

_oí the jcy ~uadarrama. Below, in the hollow,

dr,ibbles the Manzanares, whic~ can scarcely be

called ~ r~yer"and whichhas been compaJ;ed by
p

1-

.;~ -1 •• -.
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Tirso de Molina to that dreariest of thirigs, a

university town during the long vacation.

" Como Alcalá y Salamanca,
Teneis y no sois Colegio,

Vacaciones en Verano
y curso solo en Invierno."

In the reign of Charles 11., the Court used to

amuse themselves by driving up and down in the

dry bed of the river, and Mad~me deVillars gives

Madame de Coulanges an amhsing account of the

scenes which took place there. " Shealso 'mentions,

apropos of the enormous bridge which there crosses

nothing at al!, that a wit oí the time suggested
to Philip IV., that he had' better buy a -river, or

seU his bridge.

The royal fami1y of Spain of the house ofAustria,

of which we read so much in memoirs of the period,

which was such a strange chaos of beauty and ugli­

ness both mental and physical, need not remain

even personalIy strangers to any one. In the Royal

Gallery, where many delightful and pr<?fitable mom­

ings may be spent, Titian, ,Pantojo, Coello, and

Velazquez, have handed down to us their living

forms so vividly that we may still walk and live

amongst them. The fami1y procession begins

with Charles V., first standing with his favourite'

ali~
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dog; again, as ah oldman, with' a grizzled beard,.

upo~ his war-horse. Rere also (hung too high) is .

the portrait oí his beautiíul qtieen Isabella oí Por­

tugal, which he carried with him to San Yuste;

an.d near it is Titian's strange picture of the Apo-
. .

theosis oí Charles V. and Philip 11., in which they,

kings on earth,kneelas suppliants -before the

throne oí the Redeemer. This was the last object

, which met the dying eyes oí the Emperor; and, by
i

. his own desire, was long hung over his grave. In

connection with his portraits we should look at

those oí his daughter, Juana oí Austria, who, as .

widow oí a Prince of Por~ugal, was Regent o~' ay Ge, eral!
Spain during the absence oí Philip 11. in England ;

oí Catherine, Queen oí Portugal; .sister oí the

Emperor; and oí Mary of Portugal, the unnatural

daughter oí his other sister, Queen Eleanor~

Philip 11. is portrayed íor us, in several distinct

stages oí his life;, and it ismost interesting to trace'

from youth toage the progress oí the handsome

features that never smiled except when he heard of

. the massacre oí Sto Bartholomew, when he laughed

outright. Three oí his íour wives may be seen with

him; Mary oí. Portugal, Mary oí England, and

Isabella oÍ' Franc~, the daughter oí Catherine de'

l\Iedicis., The grand portrait oí the ugly' Mary

JU
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Tudor, by Antonio More, is especialIy valuable,as
being that sent over to shew her bridegroom what.

she was like before their marriage, and it is won~

. ~erful that, after gazing upon her sour features, he

should have decisively thrown over a charmiqg'

princess of Portugal tomarry her. Near the queeri,
is the portrait of Antonio Perez, the cruelIy perse..

cuted minister oí Philip II. Then come his children,

-Don Carlos, whose birth cost the firstMary her

life, and whose own sad life 1s supposed to have
been c10sed by his íather's cruelty; and Clara Eu­

genia IsabelIa, the beautiful daughter oí h~s -third

wiíe, whóm her father spoke oí as 'his "mir~or"

and ."the light of his soul," and to whom he be­
queathed the Netherlands. Then' Philip III..and

his wife Isabella ride by on their magnificent horses~

Then begin the endless portraits oí Philip IV., with

those ofhis first wife Isabella, daughter of Henry IV.

of France, and their little son Balthazar, who died .

before he was grown up, represented with a gun­

at six years old, and again riding splendidly on his
little pony; of the minister Duke oí Olivares; of

Don Ferdinand of Austria, the king's handsome

brother, with his beautiful dog; oí· the . ~econd

Queen Mariana, who never could help laughing, in
.spite oí the stiff solemnity oí the Spanish court,

.1

I
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and who loo~s as .H she must.herself have provoked

laughter by her extraordinary coiffure and costume··

as a bride; of her Httle daughterM:ari<l Marghe-:

rita, a charming child; in the most enormous of

hooped petticoats; repeated again and again, at

prayers, in full costume; and playing with "Las

Meninas," her maidsof honour, while her father,

. ando mother,JoolHng in at the door, arerefiected in

tp.e opposite mirror~ Here' also is Charles 11., t~e

'last lineal. descendant of Charles V., and his.

charming wife Marie Louise d'Ürleans, of whom he

was so enamoured, that he exclaimed on seelng her

dance, "M)\ queen? my queen, thou ~rt tHe tnost

perfect in all creation."

U pon the other treasures of the Mad~id gallery)t

is ~ impossible to dwell here. They cannot be

stud~ed ~nough, from the rich colouring of Raphael,

Titian, and Pordenone, to the cold' s~iéS and

almost too truth-telling figures of .Velazquez.

N ever was tl}.-ere a more delightful collection,

though there never was one worse arranged, or in .

which it is,more difficult, almost impossible, to find

what youwant. , .

. The. interesf in the royal portraits must be carried

on to theArmeria at the other -side' of the town,

wher~, in a, great hall; stand,. as if' marshalled . in ,
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battle array, a· grand troop oí suits of armour,

which inc1ude many of those in which the kings

-were painted. Perhaps· the most interesting

, '. armour here is the suit worn by Isabella at the

siege oí Granada; the most" interesting individual

. specimen, the weird Norse;..like helmet of Jaime el

. Conquistador. Charles V. is again brought home

to us in his eamp bed, and his portantina, brought

from San Yuste. In the suits oí armour whieh

belonged to him, the figure of the Virgin is always -

engraved upon the breast, that oí St: Barbara, his

patron saint, upon the baek.

In theAeademi~ are preserved three (.splendid li I

Murillos taken from the Caridad at Seville by the

Freneh, and never sent baek there when Waterloo

restored them to Spain. The finest represents Sto

Elizabeth oí Hungary (Santa Isabel in Spanish)

earing for her 1epers, the others te11 the story oí the

fall of snow whieh led to ·the foundation oí Sta.

Maria Maggiore at Rome. Here also may be sttidied

.the extraordinary pietures oí Goya (ob. 1828) king's

painter to Charles IV., and just1yea11ed the Rabe-, . .

lais oí painting; they are wonderful representa-.

tions of Spanish life, or oí wild dreams of wi~ehcraft,

effeeted by·seratehes, plunges, lunges oí pen and

peneil, with dabs, splashes, and blots of colour.,

!:
~¡
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Modero Madrid has deserted the gardens of the

Buen Retiro, in' which the Austrian court so

delighted, and goes to amuse itself on the prome­
nade of El, Prado, which is' something like the

Champs Elyseés, though abad imitation. Here,

the, dusty ,road 'between the avenues is rendered

supportable by perfect volumes of water being

squirted over ft; and the trees are enabled to grow

¿ by having little ponds dug'i-ound their stems. It

is quite worth while to go here late in the after- .

The costu~es of the nurses are realIy

gorgeous, riltiant scarlet, orange, and' purple,

slashed witli broad stripes of black ~elvet~ and

forming perfect rays ofi colour as they dart in and

JU, 11\ out aftel1 their children under the acacia trees.,
. Rere groups sit on the stone seats discussing the

last pictures in La Carcajada, a capital newspaper

of political' caricatures; and young legislators of

from eighteen to twenty, got up excessively smart, '

consider that they are the only power which has a

, right to direct 'the affairs oí the world. At the

gay little wooden stalls all varieties of cooling

drinks-" Bebidas"-are sold, the prince of which
is ce Horchata de Chufas," a kind of snow-mi1k

fiavoured·w.ith the juice of a little ~ut which comes

, ,fromValencia, ,. Confituras" are also sold here-
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a great favourite being that known as " Cabello 'de ,

Angel," or "Angel's Hair." Picturesque groups of

peasants 'gather around these stalls, not Mayos

~rid Mayas here, but " Manolos". and "Mánolas,"

a corruption from Manuel and Manuela. U p and

clown, between the passers-by, Hit the water.:J

carriers, and make the air resound with their sharp

cry of "ag?a; agua, quien quiere agua; agua

helado, fresquita como la nieve."

The upper end oí the Prado is lined 'on one side

by Httle gardens. This is thearistocratic partof

the promenade, where' society must -always go_

de rzgueur as far as a certain founiain"and where

"the language bf fans" is talk~d to an amázing

ex,tent Descending- the otherway, one comes to

Atocha, a monastery with a church, raised into a -

o basilica by the present Pope to please Queert

Isabella and Don Francesco d'Assis. These "Ca-
o tholic sovereigns" always carne once aweek to o

worship a hideous idol-Madonna (aOn~ther of poot

Sto Luke's); and bn March 22, 1854, solemnly

decorateOd it with the collar oí thé Golden Fleece.

For centuries the Image had been celebrated. In

1562, when the whole kingdom was in suspens~

during the a.larming illness of Don Carlos, heir oí

Philip 11., it was carried to his sick-room at .

~.!.:~-':":':-"..} .; .

... .... ~- '."
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.. 'Aleala, andshares the honour oí his cure with -'the - ,.
... ".. .

dead' body oí the, nionk Fray Diego, which· was

dug. up -and laid upon his bed. Ferdinand VIL
carne hither especially to invoke the assistance oí

the Virgin of Atocha, when he conspired against

his father; and,when he was carried off bythe '
. ,French, he transíerred the tibbon of' the Irnrnacu­

late Conceptioh, to 'its breast írom his own. . To

{this church also carne the' Italian king Amadeo;,

straight from the station, to look upon the dead,_

face oí the murdered Primo

The otner churches oí 1'Iadrid are allII10dern

, and little worth seeing. S~n Isiqro Real, however,

inay be visited, as containing the relics 'oí the

ploughman's saint, invoked in wet 'weather by, the

peasant, i~ the P?pular couplet--

., San Isidro Labrador
Quita el agua y pon el sol.~

San Isidro was a, commonlabo~rer who rteg1ected

his work --to rnake meditª'tions upon the virtues oí , ,

San Isiqoro,- which is supposed to have beert

considered so meritorious ab~ve, that ahgels weré
sent down to dohis work íor him, atid wolves were

'unable to', devour his oxen.' He díed' in 993) atid

\vas canonised becáuse Philip 111. was cuted oí
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sorne trifling illness upon touching his body. .,

When Queen Isabel carne to pray by it, one of her

maids of honour, p~etending.to kiss his toes, bit

~ne of them off, feeling sure th~t her hea1th would

be benefited by swallowing so great a relic; but

she instantly becarne durnb, and did not recover

her speech ti11 she was able to vornit forth the

delicious rnorsel. The festa of San Isidro is

greatly observed on May 25th, at Madrid, and

the . pilgrirnage on· that day to San Isidro del

Campo is a very pretty sight... But, on the whole,

saint-worship has been on the wane he:re for

sorne years past, and Protestantism making great

grourid. ·Large shops· full of Bib1es are no un­

corn~on sight now in the streets of Madrid, and·

have a great sale. It is intetesting. to remember

. that when the first Spanish trans1ation of the

Bible was made in Spain by Francisco de Enzinas

in 1543, Chades V. did not ·oppose it, and even.

promised to accept its dedication to himse1f, if
·on1y the Church would, approve it. The Church,

however, was furious, and it was· condemned tó be

burnt, and its author was cast into prison.

For the last fe'Y years "society," in the ge~erally·

accepted sense, has almost ceased to exist at

J\1adrid, having been so divided by política!

.(
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estrangements. Don Carlos' has many friends"

the Prince of A'sturias ten ~imes as many, "the

inoffensive Italian," as the aristacratic Spaniards'

contemptuousIy but pityingly call him, scarceIy

any; indeed,the Italian queen, Vittoria; has only

found two Iadies willing .to take office in her court.

,Many rules of ancient etiquette are preserved

which are·curious. Everythingin Madrid counts

! 'by nine days. Far instance, after a death in a

fami1y, the Novenário must take place: the widow

....~an=a==- daughters, or whoever the nearest surviving
relatioris may be, are expected to hold, the Duélo,

that is, to clase their, Jwindaws, and remain

solemnly seated f0r nine days in their receptian

JUI1T rooms to eceive the c~ndolenceof é!-ll their friends,
who visit them in mourning; and as it is the

correct 'thing for all the friends to tepeat their

visit during every one of the nine days, though the

first two or three times they are aH very solemn

and sad, it is impassible to keep up the strain, and

the party naturally gli~e into -a degree of gossip

and" chatter which is .a desecration alike of the

occasion and of the feelings of those who have to

go through the ordeal. Widows, however, may be

tha?kful' te> escape aH they had ,~~ go through at

'Madrid in the last century, when they' were

1 .....•.•... , .••.

L3.~



/

i20

·1

WANDERINGS IN SPAIN.-

nH\ DI

compelled tb pass the wholefirst year of their

mourning in a chamber entirely hung with black,

where not a single ray of the sun could penejrate,

se,ated on· a little mattress with their legs always

crossed. When this year was over, they retired to

pass the second year in a chamberhung with grey.

They could have neither pictures, nor mirrors, nor

_~abinets, nor any ornamental furniture, during the

whole of their widowhood. They were never

allowed to wear jewels, -. and still lesS, . colours.

However modest they ínighf be, they must live so

......__ retired that "it seemed as if their souls -were

already in the other world;" and, according to aL eral'"
writer of the time, this great constraint was part1y

.occasioned "because sorne ladies who were very

rich and especially in beáutiful fumiture, were

often induced to take another husband, in order to

have the pleasure of using it again !"

In the Royal Gallery, _poor Mariana, wife of

:Philip IV., the laughing queen, whom we have

seen tricked out in a;ll her bridal bravery, is intro­

duced to us for a second time in her widow's

dress. Tt consists 'of thick black stuff, with éL tunic

of fine inuslin made like a stirplice, descending·

below the knees and following aH the lines of the

figure. The head and throat are covered with a
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~oif of white muslin, concealing aH the hair like

the dress of á nun. 'Over aH is a great mantle óí
black taffetas falling to thefeet.

A visit to Madrid finds its natural close in the

, Escorial,· where the kings and queens of whom we

haye seen so much, have found a ghastly sepulchre~

It· is so profoundly curious .that it must of neces­

sitybe visited; though it is so utterIy dreary and

.1 so hopelessly fatiguing a sight, that it requires the
(

utmost Christiél:n patience to endure it. We11 may

a'héophile Gautier exc1aim, that whatever the other

i1ls and trials of life may be, one may console one-

self by t inking that one might be at the Escoria:l, y GeneraIife
and that one is noto

The EscoFialmay be undergóne upon the road

Ílorthwards, or may form a separate excursion fram

Madrid. .The stationof the name lands you at the

foot of the hill on which this colossus of granite

is placed. It is generally described as stand.ing in

a mountain wilderne'ss, brit this is not quite true.

You ·ascend through woods ~hiCh are pleasant

enough,at;ld where Charles IV.,. wisely dec1ining

to inhabit the"architectural nightmare," built a
pretty Httle toy pala~e of his own. But behind

.the Escorial all is a bleak solitude, blue black peaks,

capped with .snow, and furrowed by dry torrent-

JUnT
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/ beds, or sandy deserts sprink1ed over with boulders

of granite. There is no softening feature. The

, dismal streets of granite houses which surround

the hugegranite palace and church have the same

lines of narrow prison-like windows, the same

harsh angular forms everywhere. The main edifice

was thirty-one· years in building, and -is three

quarters of a mile round, but each wall is just like

the other, they have no distinguishing features

whatever. It has thirty-six courts, and eleven

thousand windows, in compliment to the virgi~s of
......._~--

St. U rsula, but they are all thesame size, and aH

ex:acHf alike. The, archi~ect" Herrera,was tied ¿ralife
down to the most hideous of plans, that of a grid-

irQn because it _was the emblem oí- St. Laurence,

upon whose day, the 10th of August, the building

was vowed after the successful siege of St. Quentin.

The whole is justIy looked uponas a. stone image

of the mind of its founder, Philip 11. And _the

interest which encirc1es this cruel yet, religious,

this superstitious yet brave, character, lends a
char~ even to the Escorial. Except the extirpa-

. tion of heretics, it was the one object of his earthly

ambition. The seat -is shewn-Sz'lla del Rey-high
among the grey boulders of the hillside, whence

he used to watch the progress of the huge fantatics
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plan, ascourt after courtwas added, each fresh

,wing forming another bar of the gridiron. When

it wasfinished, he deserted his capital, and made

it his principal residence, devoting himself to ano

eternal penance of fasting and flagellation, but at

the same time boasting that he governed hvo

worlds from the heightsof. his mountain solitude.

Hither, when he felt the approach of death, during

J ·an absence at Madrid, he, insisted upon being

(brought, borne for six days in a Htter uI?on men's

shoulders, and here, during his last hours, he was'

carried round aH the haHs, to take a final survey of

the work of his life.

The main entrance is Su 'featureless as almost to

pass unnoticed. It leads into a vast gloomy court-

JUnT yard, at the .end of which are huge statues·. of

the kings of Judah. These decorate the fac;ade

of the church. Its interior is bare and dismal,

but the proporti<:>ns are magnificent, and th~ugh

the effect is cold and oppressive, it is not without a

certain solémnityoí its own. In high open chapels

on either sid~ oí the altar, meel two groups of

figures in gilt robes.. Gn the leftare Charles V.,

·his queen, his.daughter, and his two sisters; on tJ1e

right are ·,.Philip, 11., three of his wives (the un­

loved Mary oí England being omitted), and Don

, !
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Carlos. Down a long flight of steps you are led_

by torchlight to the Panteon an octagonal chamber

surrounded by twenty-six sepulchres <?f kings or'

mothers of kings, arranged one aboye artother like

'berths in a ship. Charles V. occupies a place in the

upper story. Brantome declares that the Inquisi­

tion proposed that !Iis body should be burnt for

hav:-ing given ear to heretical opinions. It remains,

th6ugh curiosity, not heresy, has twice caused the

coffin to be opened; the last time in 1871, during­

the visit of the Emperorof Brazil, when hu:ndreds

of people flocked forth from Madrid to look upon

the awful face of the mighty: dead, which was entire

even to. the hairand eyebrows, though perfectIy

black. Philip 11. fills the niche below, lying in the

coffin of gilt bronze which he ordered to be brought

to him that he might inspect it in his lé1st moments,

and for which he ordered a white satin lining and a

larger supply of gilt nails, -with his last· breath.

Each 'of the Austrian kings seems to have loved to

pass hours here in meditation over his future

resting-place.Philip IV. used to s~t in his niche

in his lifetime to hear mass ; Maria Louisa scratched

her name upon herfuture urn with a pair of scissor~.

The last funeral here was that of Ferdinand VII., .

,- 'whose coffin was too big for th~ royal hearse, and

'i!III _

----
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had t<? be brought hither in a common. cócke de

colleras, its end projecting from the front windows,

the attendant monks riding round ~it on mules, and

the empty hear~e following, for the sake of decenc;y. '

His widow, Christina, though themother of a

.sovereign, will never be buried here, even if the .

Bourbons return. to power, as Spanish aristocratic

feeling would n<?t allow the honour to a queen who

pas formed a mésalliance in ',her second matriage.

Isabella 11. heard midnight mass in the Panteon'

whenever she visited the Escorial.

A separate chamber has the dreadftJ.l, nalne of

El pudrz'tiero. . Here líe ~ixt~ members,A0f tbe

royal family, including¡ Don Carlos, Don :John of

Austria and the mány queens-consort who were
not motHers(of kings. . . - : ' .

Through the bare cold passages of the convent

one m~y reach the Coro, which ,contains a cele·

brated crucifix by Benvenuto Cellini. The stall is

still shownwhich Philip II. occupied, and where he

was kneeling when the messenger arrived breath­

less with eagerhaste from Don John of Austria to

announce the victory of Lepanto, hut could obtain

no' audience till the motiarch had finished his de­

votions.. From henceit is but a' few steps to the low

bare rooms which, the' bigot king occupied as a

Q
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dwelling. They are fullof interest. The fumiture

is the same, the pictures, the tab1e, ~he chairs, the

high sto01 to support his gouty 1eg. At the bureau

. w?ich still exists he was sitting writing when Don

Christoval de Moura carne in to annbunce the total

destruction qf the Spanish Armada, the scheme on

which he had wasteda hundred mi11ion ducats and

eighteen years of his life. Not a mu.sc1e of his

face moved.. Re only said, "1 thank God foÍ"

having ,given me' the means of bearing such a loss

without embarrassment,and power to fit out another·

fieet of equal. size. A streaIll can afford. to -waste

sorne water, when its source is nót dried ~p." :
The -inner room opens· into the church. by, a

shutter. l\.t thts opening the' ghastly. figure. oí

the king was seenpresent at the public mass

during his illness, follbwing the prayers with

an agonized feryour of devotion. Rere' also he.

sate' on the morning of the 13th ofSeptember,

1598, and, having summoned his ._children, Philip

and Clara Eugenia Isabella :"(so we11 known tous .

from their pictures) to embrace him, received ex~

treme unction, and, even after the power oí speeclr'

had departed, remained withhis hands grasping:

the crucifix which his fatherCharles V. held when'

he waS dying, and with his eyes: fixed upon the

I
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altar oí the church,' till those' éyes were c10sed in
death.

All the other sightsoí the Escorial are oí little
importance compared with those which are con~

nected with Philip ILOne set oí, apartments '

was pretti1y decoratéd with inlaid woodwork by
Charles IV. The:· endless coi"ridors. ,were once,

~l1ed with: fine pictures, now removed toMadrid.

(Only three oí auy conseqú1mce reinain. Itl the

chaptér-house is a' Velazqúez oí Jacob ~eceiving .,:

,from his elder sons the coat' of, Joseph;: in the
Refectory is a grand Last Supper of Titian; and

in the Ante-Sacristia is a fine historical scene by
Coello, representing the·half-witted CHarles 11.,

with hiscourt, upon their knees bef~re the mira­
cúlous' . wafer, which bled at Gorcurn, when

trarnpled upon by Zwinglian heretics. Every

Spanish sovereign is expected to rnake sorne offer­

ing to Sto Laurence and the Escorial; th~t oí
Isabella .11. was a gorgeous gold.en shrine for this

very wafer,preserved behind the picture. The

li~rary c0!ltains several interesting pictures, oi"

kings, and sorne fine. illuminated manuscripts.
AH the' books are' arranged with their· backs to

the wall.
i

Upon' the south and east sides of the building

" /
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are so~called gardens-b~oad terraces with trirn
box edges, but on the whole 'possessing ., more

architecture than· veg~tation. Here, froIn the
,angle of the terrace wall, onemay best examine

one of the external curiosities of the building, a
. glittering plaque of gold an itich thick and a yard ­

square, which Philip 11. built into the wall when
the building was nearly complete, as a bravado to
the world which expected it to become his ruin;

Fortunately for its preservation, it isnear the ,t0l> .

of the pyramid above the dome, where it 'glitters
j,naccessible, and refiects a1l the rays' oí the,sun..

. . I IU u }t: dI U I I (f D a y LJeneralife
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SEGOVIA AND A \TILA..

AVILA, Ma)' 4.

1N a central situation in all the principal Spani~h
towns is an office (" Administracion ") where

you can not ,only take, yo~~ raiLway ticket, rbpt

also tickets:. for a diligence to any town off the

main line,. from the stat!on with which it is

connected; and at the same timeyou can r~gister

your luggage through to your final destination'.

Here, in spite of matiy warnings from Madrid

friends that we shóuld be either blockéd out by

the snow, o:r carried off by the CarlistS, we took

our ticketsfor Segovia, and joined its diligence

at the Vilalba' station, an hotir's . j ourney from

l\:ladrid on the Northern Rai1way.

We haq, been quite unprepared for die magnifi­

cence of th~ Guadarrama mountains which we bad

to ,cross, and which are certainly more striking

,.y Ger:'efáfr.~

-
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than even the Sierra Nevada. The ascent begins

soon after leaving Vilalba, and is truly alpine,

the road 800n passing from the region of pines

into that of snow, through which it had been cut,

but which rose on .either side in high walls, far

.aboye the top of the '. diligence, and, near the

summit, to a height of fifteen feet. The descent

was somewh,at perilous,_especially when we had to

meet some heavily laden timber waggons in the

narrow passage; but we reached the plains" in

safety, and, after traversing many'miles of dismal

country, saw Segovia rising against a faJnt; pink

sky, ,crowning a hill steep in itself, but frompa

distétnce scarcely' seeming to. rise aboye the level

oI thehigh' surrounding .uplands, from which it is
nU\ DI Rnn 'separated by deep ravines: It' is an espeeially

Spánish sc'ene, as you look upon the trowded town .

with itschurches; towers, ánd. red-roofedhouses,

'piled one upon ·another, from a foreground of deso-·

late moorlatid, where foaming- mountain brook!.,

dance and sparkie, through the pale grey rocks.

andburnt grass. Sorne old Romanesquechurches

.occupy a rising ground to the righ~, al1:d,as'you

turn thé 'corrierbelow them, you see the huge,

Romari aqueduct of Trajan striding across the.

hollow, anduniting the town with a populous
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suburb by its two tiers of arches. Beneath these

you enter the main street of the city,-which winds

up the hill beneath double gateways, and is full oí

interest from the beautiful ajimez windows which

vary the surface of its medireval. houses,-into the

principal square, aH aflame with colour and costume,

upon which the cathedral and the dark brown

ba1conies of the, wonderlul old houses look grimly

down.
If the reader will share our first walk in Segovia,

he will descend with. us to the aqueduct,which,

liKe so many high bridges, the poorcheated Devil

is said to have built in ex?hange fOl\ the soul of a 'GeneraHfEf
fair Segoviana, wlio outwitted him by finding: one

stone missing in the work when she carne to

~examine it. T~rning to' the left froro· hence, we

are in the gorge, not bare, like that of Toledo, but

bright with thefresh. foliage oí April. Here,

nestling under the turfy slopes, are the Dominican

convent'and beautiful church of Santa Cruz, ~hose

simple gothic nave is entered by a rich flamb,oyant

portal well-deserving of. atte~tion; while the

"Tanto-Monta" of Ferdinand and Isabella; with

aH .their ' badges" and devices, is formed intoa

grac'eful frieze under the roof. '

Descending a steeppath below the convent and t
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Now a song more poetical in idea. than .in rhythm,'

whi~h narrates hów the Virgin latd aside her blue

robe to wear mourning for her son:-

Alhambra yGeneralif~
JURA '" La Virgen quiso sentarse

A la sombra de un olivo
y his hojas se volvieron
A ver al recien nacido."lUC1J\

crossing a bridge, we enter a pretty alameda filled

with will0WS and' poplars, where the rushing-river

Eresma is perfe~t1y lined by washerwomen; whose

r.ed and yellow dresses,gay as so many tuIlps, are

reflected in its waters. While weare looking at

them, one begins to sing, and the strain is taken,

up the whole way down the river bank, till the­

air rings with their choruses. It is now á verse from'

the Noche Buena, which tells how when the Virg~n

rested under' an olive-tree during her flight into

Egypt, the very leavestumed round to look at the

newly-born one:~

!
TR DI - n

, I

;1

u La Virgen se subi6 al cielo
y dejo su manto azul,
Que cambi6 por uno negro
Para el luto de Jesus."

At the end, oí the Alameda rises the great:

Geronymite monastery of El Parral, built in 1494

'by the M~rquis de Villena, ~n commemoration oí'
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a duel o~ its site, in which he overcanie three
antagonists at once.: The building was· gutted

in the.ear1y Carlist wars, andhasbeen c10sed
since, but Don Ram6n, the kin'dly oldPresident

of, the Archceological Society, who spends much

o(his, time tb ere, invitedus to pass the afternoOI1
with, him, and under his 'guidance we saw' its

numerous' c101sters; its refectory with 'a ' richly

'\vrought pulpit for the reader, 'its beautiful plate- .

resque halls and - staircase, its sacristia full of.
colour and pi.cturesqueness, 'and, above' all, its

glorious church, abandoned and neglected, but

still one of the most temarkable ecc1esiastical. , .,
buildings in Spain. It is entered from the west

ztnderthe coro ol 1494, which is like a wide gallery,
-with a' beautiful Gothic' raíl of 'black marble~

The carved stalls, have been pulled down and

carried off to San Franciscoat Madrid, and rnd.riy.·
of the 'altars are· removed, but· the pr~ncipal

retablo -reinélins,' and is a grand work Oí Diego

de Urbian' in, 1526. On' either side of it stand

the' lofty plateresque tnonuments of the foundet

a~d -his wife, and near the side door 'is the exquisite

-Gothic. tomb oí Doña Juana~ daughter oí .King
Ramiro of' Leon: -All this DonRaIh6~exhibited

with themost kindly, Spanish courtesy, illustrating

I Generát,ifé
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it with a picturesque detail of' legén~ary lore.­

The only part we could .not admire was theroo~

opening out ofthe cloister, which he had fitted'

JlP as a Pantheon, removing to it alf the monu~

mentsof great citizens of Segovia froro their

rightful restihg-places in the parish churches.

From El Parral, Don Ramón took us by a

charming field walk tú the Vera Cruz, built in 12°4,

by I-Ionorius 11., in imitation of the church oí

the Holy Sepukhre, which he had seen -at

Jerusalem. Around ít. rose the Httle town of

Miraflores, 'butnow aH the houses have dis­

appeared, and the old brown octagonal churc~,' yalífe
with its threefola apse and tall tower, stands

'JUl1U\ -r .forlorn and desolate on the barren rocks. In
the interior is a raised chapel" occupying the

upper story of what seems like a huge central

pillar,and is supposed t6 indicate the site of the

sepuIchr~. Twovarieties'of crosses· mark its

walls, for from "Messieurs les Templiers," said

Don Ram6n, it passed to "les Messieurs; de

S. Jean." . A beautiful reliquary remains, which',

once contained a' fragment of the' trile Cross

brought by the founder.

,Deeper in the valley, beyond Vera Cruz, is the

great convent which contains the tutelar of Segovia,
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Nuestra Señora de Fuencisla.. From the abru~t

cliff abové it,criminals were thro}Vn down,' and

a chapel and cypress mark the spotwhemce Santa

Maria del Salto, a converted Jewess, took . the

fatal leap· unirijured, when pushed .ov~r by her

. former.· co-religionists. Close by, tlie ·Eresmais

j oined by' the.mountaiti ~ brook Clamores,' and

from the narrow path which overhangs the :river .

isthe most strikingview of the Alcaiar, the

magnificent castle in which the great· Isabella

took refuge, and :whence she went· ."forth tobe

proclaimed' Queen of Castile. H ere, in a great

cave in .the. rock, live many pOOli honieIess oId :Je era/.íf
men .and worrien, .who club together for their

m iser:abIe .subsistente, ando sleep like wild beasts

in this open-mouthed den.' The smallest charity

. draws forth a shower of blessings, such as "God

will pay your worship/' "Mél:Y God 'k,eep yau and

aH your brbthers," "May the BlessedVirginwalk

wi.th you in aH your ways," and, from a blindman,

"May Santa Lucia " (the patroness of eyes-she '

~ plucked. out' her o~n to' preserve her virginity)

" watch oyer the ey~s of your worshlp.'·"
-W e may ascend the hill by ,the Alcazar, but,

alas! .it .now no longer ,contains anything to vi~it,

. for itwa.s tiuiled hito aínilitarycollege;. andthe

,.'...-
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students set fire to it and burnt it utter1j iti 186};~

iñ the hope that they would thereby be moved

to ,Madrid, and, what is worst of aH; got off

u?punished, being for the ~ost part Sons' of high

personages, and, iti Spain, the poor' only suffer

the pe~alty of their misdeeds. It is now a mere

shell oí crumbling wall, but most picturesque.'

ConstantIy repeated in its decorations is the " Tanto

Monta" oí Ferdinand and Isabella, which is some~

times ascribed to the jealousy of Ferdinand, some­

times totheir mutual affection~ __ Notonly the coin,

but aH their furniture and books were stamped------ with their devices, his being' a ..yoke ando hers' a

sheaí of arrows. It was common in married life,­

. says Ovíedo, for each party to take a device wh ose

initial .corresponded ,with that oí the name oí the

other,- as was the case withthe "jugo" and "flechas."·

From the Alcazar, glancing at the noble tower of

San Esteban, a íew steps bring us to the cathedral, ,

which, begun in 1525, isthe Jast oí the fine gothic

cathedrals oí Spain, and was built by the .architects

oí Salamanca, oí which it is partIy a copy.' In

simplicity an~ general effect, the, interiol: , is

perhaps unequalled in the Península. T~o

cathedrals exísted before this, and from the last '

or these, which stood close to "thé Alcazar, the ,

:¡: '
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present c1oistel's, which are aniazinglyloftY;'Yere
moved stone for stone. Itwas before the altar

of the cathedl'a1 of' Segovia, that Isabella, the

Catholic (Dec.. 1.3, 1474) pl'ostl'ated herself,' after L

she had been dec1al'ed Queen' of .Castile, and
l'etul'ning thanks to the Almighty fol' thepl'otection

hithel'to affol'ded' hel', implol'ed Him to enlighten
hel' future counse1s, that she might dischal'ge the
higlitrust reposed in hel'with equity. and wisdom. :, _

,: Th~ 1ast dayof our all tooshol't week atSegovia,
we dl'ove out six miles. to San Ildefonso,where

Philip V., in the .last centul'Y, was charmed ·with ,

a mountain gl'ange whi~~. hunting. and built thejGeheral~i1é

palac(3 oí La Granja a a heightof 3,840 feet,-just .,; .""',1
rindel' thesnoWy Guadal'rama. In spite. oí the

; abuse in Ford an'd other guide-books, it is a,most
truly charming place, and theAlpine freshness,

which lasts throughout the !?ummel', and, an excel­

lent inn ("Europeo"). with .a French cuisine (oh,

the relieí from the oH and garlie of ,Spain !);. render

it. additionally· attractive. Long avenues lead uP.'
to ·a grille like ·t~at of the Place. du Carrousel,
, ~

whence _you look down between lines of buildings

appl'opriated to th~ minister~, thecanons, andthe
pffices oí the court, to the. p~lace itself, whiehis..

~nold French chAteau, i~ the ~tyle <?f Ram?ouillet,.

JUnT



/

"NTR DI

238 WANDERINGS IN SPAIN.

transported into the mountain-scenerj of Spain.

In the centre is the church where Philip V.and

his queen are buried.- Their', apartments contain

l,ittle of importance, but are hung with the beautiful

si1k embroidery which is to be seen in' aH the

Spanish palaces, and are cómfortable' and attractive.

Amóng the strange, hist<;>rical scenes which they
havewitriessed are the abdication of the foúnder

in favour óf his son Louis I.,and his resumption

of the crown, to which he was forced by -his

ambitious wife, on" that' son's death., "A.lso' they

contain the little table at which' ChrisÍíI!a , the

Queen" Regent was, sitting when the threé serjeants

c1irribeCl 'in at the wiIidow, and forced her" to sigti

her abdication."

'There is an'odd but picturesque cóntrast be­

tweeu" the oldchateau, \Vith, its pointed roofs and

girouettes,: standing ip. trim parterres of c1ipped

yew and box, 'and the gratid mountain ~ ranges

behind, where', the snow, perfectly PUrt~ and un~

broken tówards the summits, gradualIy meets and

b'lends with the dark fir-woods~' The Lntervening

::;pace is occupied by the so-caBed gardens, noculti;:. ,

vated fiowers, but eiquisite s~ft sylvan scen~ry, long

a~enU:es 'edged' withholm-beech ahd' shaded : 'by

'tall' oaks", and 'elms,' :and ,endless little 'walks
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winding through woods carpeted with violets and

periwinldes...,..-'.' Las Lagrimas de Jesu Christo," as

the Sp~niards. poetically call them. In all, the

openings of the woods are statues,and fountain~

supplied by the fresh crystal streams which are

seen in the distance falling in natural cascades

from the high mountains, él.ti,d, in frontof the

palace, isa great artificial waterfall, one sheet of

silver, tumbling '.:ilrough the'green ,woods, over a
0:... ~I •

series of marble .dec1ivities, which perhaps will

not bear . detailed criticism, but whose general

effect is one of great sylvan loveliness, of a mixture

of art and nature which recalls the, mythical ages

oí fauns and dryads, and the' backgrounds oí

~any old Italian pictures. Altogether, La Granja

;should on no account be unvisited, and the idler

may be most happily idle there.

It is necessary to return to Vilalba' to take

~ickets for Avila, which is a place far less known

than it deserves,: though it is on the centraIline of

. rai1way. As, Spanish hotels go, the little inri of

the "Dos de Majo" is excellent, and is kept by an

Englishman and. his daughter.. bn all sides the

town. is sllrrounded by a tawny.de,sert, over ~hose

~arid pIains numbers ,of grey boulders are scattered,

G"neralife
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like flocks of sheep. Thecircuit nf the walls is

complete, and so small, that most, -evenof the,

mediceva1 buildings, are outside it. These com­

prise a wonderfu1 collection of churches of the

, greatest interest to the archceo10gist. - San Vicente;

founded 313, contains a thirteenth century shrine

of thatsaint, who was not the famous deacon of

Zaragoza, but another - of· the sama name, a1so

martyred -und~r Dacian, because he stamped 'upon

an altar óf Jupiter and 1eft the marks of his Jeet

____~_there. His bodywasgmtrded by éL serpent, which

attacked a. rich Jew who came to mock at it, and •

made him vow to build this church if he -escaped' r2Jífe
with .his life. Like the Bocca della;' Veritá at

. .. '. .

Rome, the h()le out of which the 'snake carne was

long a spot for adjuration, he who took the oath

putting his hand into it, so that -the snake ·(which

. did attack. Bishop Vilches under these circum­

stances in 1458)mighfbite him if he swore f~lséiy.

Following the outside,'of the walls from hence;

wereach a tiny Romanesque church on theriver

side, standing in a Htt1e weedy enc10sure with

three stone érosses. -It is a1ways c1osednow, and

in spite of the disagreeable extortionate Cerberos

who guards it, the keys must be obtained, for the

sak~ of seeing the beautiful touching monument ·oí
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íts patron, the bishop San Segundo. He is' said to

have pushed a Moor over the battIements of the

neighbouring tower with his ownhands, a deed óf
'prowesswhieh will always 'render himpopular as a

Spanish saint,' but which does not seem eonsistent

with the expression of his penitent kneeling figure

rapt in an ecstasy of prayer.
Another' gloiious monument is that, in San

) Tomas, of Prinee Juan, onIy· son of Ferdin~nd and
'Isabella. The chureh in: which he is buried was

one of. the favourite foundations of the Catholie'

sovereigns, who frequentIy resided in the palaee­
convent which is attaehedto it. It was inone of

the rooms which may still be seen in this building,

that 'Isabella was 'indueed to' give her written.

sanetion to the proceedings of the Inquisition~

Rere also she devoted herself to the edueation of

Prinee Juan, heir of the united Spanish monarehies.
Ten youths, sele'eted from the sons of the chief .

. ,

nobles, 'were brought ·to .reside with him in; the

'pala;ee, ..five of·his own age and five older, that

emulation.might stimulate him to greater diligenee
in .. his studies; and a mim'ie couneil was formed to

deliberate on .matters of 'government a~d publie

'poliey, . over whiCh the prine~ presided, in arder

that he ~ightbe'.earIy: initiated into his' important

R
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