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my brother monarchs should assist me with arms and
treasure. Most»ijnst. But they are avaricious and en-
vious, Tomas; and Mammon hath corrupted them.”

¢ Nay, not tbbkings pointed my thought.”

¢ Well, then,” resumed the king, impatiently, ¢ thou
~wouldst imply that mine own knights and nobles should
yield up their coffers, and mortgage their possessions.
And so they ought ; but they murmur, already, at what
they have yielded to our necessities.”

< And, in truth,” rejoined the friar, « these noble

warriors should not be shorn of a splendour that well
becomes the valiant champions of the church. - Nay,
listen to me, son, and I may suggest a means whereby,
‘not the friends, but enemies, of the Catholic faith shall
~ contribute to' the downfall of the Paynim. In thy
dominions, especially those newly won, throughout
Andalusia, in the kingdom of Cordova, are ‘men of
enérmous wealth ; the very caverns of the earth are
sown with the impious treasure they have plundered
from Christian hands, and consume in the furtherance
of their iniquity. * Sire, I speak of the race that cruci-
fied the Lord.” :

¢ The Jews—ay, but the excuse

,“ Is before -thee. Thls trmtor, with whom thou
- holdest mtercourse,.who vowed to thee to render up

Granada, and who was found, the very next morning,
. fighting with the Moors, {vith the blood of a Spanish
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martyr red upon his hands, did, he not . confess that
his fathers were of that hateful race? did he not bar-
gain with thee to elevate his brethren to the rank of
Christians ? and has he not left with thee, upon false -
pretences, a harlot of his faith, who, by sorcery and
the help of the evil one, hath seduced into frantic pas-
smn the heart of the heir of the most Christian king 7
¢« Ha! thus does that libertine boy ever scandalise
us!” said the king, bitterly.

“ Well,” pursued the Dominican, not heedmg the
interruption, “ have you not here excuse enough to
" ‘wring, from the whole race the purchase of their ex-
~istence ? Note the glaring proof of this conspiracy of

“hell. The outeasts of the earth employed this crafty
‘agent to contract with thee for power; and, to consum-
mate their guilty designs; the arts that seduced Solo-
mon ‘are employed against thy son. The beauty of
the strange woman captivates his senses: s0 that,
through the future sovereign of Spain, the counsels
-of Jewish craft may establish the. domination of Jewish
 ambition. How knowest thou (he:added, as he ob-
“served that Ferdinand listened to him with earnest
attention) — how knowest thou but what the next step
might have been thy secret assassination, so that the
~victim of witcheraft, the minion of the Jewess, might
reign in the stead of the mighty and unconquerable

Ferdinand ?”
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“ Go on, father,” said the king, thoughtfully; « I
see, at least, enough to justify an impost upon these
servitors of Mammon.”

¢ But, though common sense suggests to us,” con-
tinued Torquemada, “ that this disguised Israelite conld
not have acted on so vast a design without the in-
stigation of his brethren, not only in Granada, but
throughout all Andalusia, — would it not be right to
 obtain from him his confession, and that of the maiden,
within the camp, so that we may. have broad and un-
deniable evidence, whereon to act, and to still all cavil,
. that may come not only from the godless, but even
- from: the too tender scruples of the righteous? Even
the, queen — whom the saints ever guard ! ~hath ever

39

too soft a heart for these infidels; and

‘“ Right!” ‘cried the king, again breaking upon
Torquemada ; ¢ Isabel, the queen of Castile, must be
satisfied of the justice of all our actions.™

¢ And, should it be proved that thy throne or life
_1w;ere endangered, and that magic was. exercised to
entrap her royal son into a passionA for a: Jewish
maiden, which the church holds a crime worthy of
- excommunication itself,— surely, instead of counteract-
ing, she would assist our schemes.”

“¢ Holy friend,” said Ferdinand, with energy, ¢ ever .
a comforter, both for this world and the next, to thee,

and to the new powers intrusted to thee,we commit this
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charge : see to it at once; time presses — Granada is
obstinate — the treasui'y waxes low.”

¢ Son, thou hast said enough,” replied the Domini-
can, closing his eyes, and muttering a short thanks-
giving. ¢ Now, then, to my task.”

. “ Yet stay,” said the king, with an altered visage
¢ follow me to my oratory within: my heart is heavy,
and I would fain seek the solace of the confessional.”

. The monk obeyed: and, while Ferdinand, whose
wonderful abilities were mingled with the weakest

superstition, — who persecuted from policy, yet believed,

in his own heart, that he punished butfrom piety,—con-

fessed, with penitent tears, the grave offences of aves
forgotten, and beads untold ; and while the Dominican
admonished, rebuked, or soothed,~neither prince nor
monk ever dreamt that there was an error to confess,
in, or a penance to be adjudged to, the cruelty that
tortured a fellow-being, or the avarice that sought pre-
tences for the extortion of a whole people. And yet we
are told, by some philosophers, that his conscience is a

sufficient guide to man !
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CHAPTER VII.
- THE TRIBUNAL AND THE MIRACLE.

It was the dead of night—the army was hushed in
sleep— when four soldiers, belonging to the holy bro-
therhood, bearing with them one whose manacles pro-
claimed him a prisoner, passed. in steady silence to a.
huge tent in the neighbourhood of the royal paviiion.
. A deep’ dyke; formidable" barricadoes, and sentries
- stationed at frequent intervals, testified the estima-

“tion 'in which the safety of this segment of the
camp was held. The tent to which the soldiers ap-
proached was, in extent, larger than even the king’s
pavilion itself—a mansion of canvass, surrounded by
a wide wall of massive stones; and from  its summit
gloomed, in the clear and shining starlight, a small
black pénnant, on which was wrought a white broad-
pointed cross. The soldiers halted at the gate in the
wall, resigned their charge, with a whispered watch-
word, to two gaunt sentries; and then (relieving the
5 sentries who proceeded on with the prisoner) remained,
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mute and motionless, at the post: for stern silence and
Spartan discipline were the attributes of the brother-

* hood of St. Hermandad.

"The prisoner, as he now neared the tent, halted a
moment, looked round steadily, as if to fix the spot
in his remembrance, and then, with an inipatient though
stately gesture, followed his guards. He passed two
divisions of the tent, dimly lighted, and apparently
deserted. A man, clad in long black robes, with a
white cross on his breast, now appeared ; there was

-an interchange of signals in dumb-show—and in an-
- other moment Almamen, the Hebrew, stood within a

large chamber (if so that division of the tent might be
called) hung with black serge. At the upper part of the
Space was an estrado, or platform, on which, by a long
table, sate three men ; while, at the head of the board,
was seen the calm and rigid countenance of Tomas de
Torquemada. The threshold of the tent was guarded
by two men, in garments similar in hue and fashion to
those of the figure who had ushered Almamen into the
presence ‘of the inquisitor, each bearing a.long lance,

and with a long two-edged sword by his side. This

made all the inhabitants of that melancholy and omi-
nous apartment.
The Israelite looked round with a pale brow, but

a flashing and scornful eye; and, when he met the
gaze of the Dominican, it almost seemed as if those



128 THE TRIBUNAL AND THE MIRACLE.

two men, each so raised above his fellows by the stern-
ness of his nature, and the energy of his passions,
sought by a look alone to assert his own supremacy
and crush his foe. Yet, in truth, neither did justice.
to the other; and the indignant disdain of Almamen
was retorted by the cold and icy contempt of the
Dominican. w ‘ ;

¢ Prisoner,” said Torquemada (the first to with-
draw his gaze), ““a less haughty and stubborn de:
meanour might have better suited thy condition : but
no matter; our church is meek and humble. - We
have sent for thee in a charitable and paternal hope ;
for although, as spy and traitor, thy life is already for-
feited, yet would we fain redeem and spare it to re-
pentance. That hope mayst thou not forego, for the
nature of all of us is weak and clings to life—that
straw of the drowning seaman.”

‘¢ Priest, if such thou art,” replied the Hebrew, ¢ I
have already, when first brought to this' camp, ex-
plained the causes of my detention amongst the troops -
of the Moor. It was my zeal for the King of Spain
that brought me into that peril. Escaping from that
peril, incurred in his behalf, is the King of Spain to
be my accuser and my judge? If, however, my life
now is sought, as the grateful return for the proffer of
inestimable service, I stand here to yield it. Do thy
worst; and tell thy master, that he loses more by my-
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death than he can win by the lives of thirty thousand
warriors. '
¢ Cease this idle babble,” said the monk-inquisitor,

cbntemptuously,.‘.‘ nor think thou couldst ever deceive,
with thy empty words, the mighty intellect of Ferdinand
of Spain. Thou hast now to defend thyself against
still graver charges than those of treachery to the king
Whom thou didst profess to serve. Yea, misbeliever as -
thou art, it is thine to vindicate thyself from blasphemy
against the God thou shouldst adore. Confess the
truth: thou art of the tribe and faith of Israel?”

~~The Hebrew frowned darkly. ¢ Man,” said he,
solemnly, ¢ is a judge of the deeds of men, but not
of their opinions. I will not answer thee.”
. “ Pause! Wehave means at hand that the strongest
nerves and the stoutest heart have failed to encounter.

‘. Pause — confess!”

“ Thy threat awes me not,” said the Hebrew: ¢ but
I am human ; and since thou wouldst know the truth,
thou mayst learn it without the torture. I am of the
same race as the apostles of thy church—I am a
Jew.” : S v
¢ He confesses—write down the words. Prisoner,
thou hast done wisely; and we pray the Lord that,
acting thus, thou mayst escape both the torture and
the death. And in that faith thy daughter was reared?
Answer.” C
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«« My daughter! there is no charge against her!
" By the God of Sinai and Horeb, you dare not touch a
hair of that innocent head !” ’ .

“¢ Answer,” repeated the inquisitor, coldly.

¢ ] do answer. She was brought up no renegade
to her father’s faith.” - ' e e ‘

¢« Write down the confession. - Prisoner,” resumed
- ‘the Dominican, after a pause, * but few more questions
remain ; answer them truly, and thy life is saved. In
thy conspiracy to raise thy brotherhood of Andalusia
to power and influence—or, as thou didst craftily term
it, to eqﬁal laws with the followers .of our blessed
Lord; in thy conspiracy (by what dark arts I seek
not now to know—-p;'ote_qe nos, beate. Domine!) to.en-
t?mgle in wanton affections to thy daughter the heart
of the Infant of Spain —silence, I say—be still! in
this conspiracy, thou wert aided, abetted, or instigated -

by certain Jews of Andalusia 4 , .
¢« Hold, priest!” cried Almamen, impetuously, ¢ thou
didst name my child. Do I hear aright? Placed under
the sacred charge of a king and a belted knight, has
she—oh! answer me, I implore thee —been insulted
by the licentious addresses of one of that king’s own
- lineage? = Answer! Iam a Jew—but I am a father,
and a man.” 5 4 :
¢ This pretended passion deceives us not,” said the
. Dominican (who, himself cut off from the ties of life,
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knew mnothing of their power). ‘ Reply to the ques- .
tion put to thee : name thy accomplices.”

“1 have told thee all. Thou hast refused to
answer me. I scorn and defy thee: my lips are
closed.” :

The grand inquisitor glanced to his brethren,

and raised his hand. His assistants whispered each
other; one of them rose, and diéappeared behind the-
canvass at the back of the tent. Presently the hang-
ings' were withdrawn; and the prisoner beheld an
interior chamber, hung with various instruments, the
“mature of which was betrayed by their very shape;
while, by the rack, placed in the centre of that dreary
‘chamber, stood a tall and grisly figure, his arms bare,
his eyes bent, as by an instinct; on the prisoner.
* Almamen gazed at these dread preparations with
an unﬁinéhing aspect. The guards at the_entrance of
the tent approached: they struck off the fetters from
his feet and hands; they led hlm towards the appointed
place of torture.

Suddenly the Israelite paused

¢ Priest,” said he, in a more humble accent than
- he had yet assumed, * the tidings that thou didst
communicate to me, respecting the sole daughter of
my house and love, bewildered and confused me for
the moment. Suffer me but for a single moment to

recollect my senses, and I will answer without com-























































































































































































