


, ' of :La ,/forre cottage ' , ~nccordancé' with ,' the 

, 'necessities,and ni'ake contracts for 't4e interior work; 

, ,. providé' 'proper,: worktIle~: " t~" g~ :: out. andptit it 'in' 

,' ,place, ' us ; thebuilc1mgs ' nrere 'being ,raised for: , it. ,'· 'Thé " 

~ork:~' being 'done, itwhs . ~ost " carefully , packed, :and ' 

serit ,,9ut toi~ ,',' ,TorreJ 'the ' freiglit , .' an~Spanish :dutie~ 
. ~ere páidfor'it" tirid 'th~ ágr~~ment was 'madéwith .the 

mechanics .' by the , 'architects iri due form. :, The s~ables 
;: , and' other " ~utbuildings ' ~~re " pl~ed by ' myselr, , and 

handed over ' tú' 'the 'architect to ,'complete the~ " in all , 
o , . ' .. ' , . ~ • 

, theirdetnils, .· with .th(3 necessarydrofusboth' for the. ' 

ottage.andstables, fo ':be camedoff to a sufficient 

distancc 'dow thehill~tthe back,where "a large tank , ::: 

was~ built ,to ~é(!ei~e :' het:soil" and c¿ov~r:;d in.c'l ['his..;'Genera'll~:; 
"; "Quld in time , ])ecoinevery: "hlua1>Íc ,to ' promote . the', ' , ' 

, growtll ' ór ~he " ne-w:', , oliye~pl~tatioiI~ ,' , , ' 

, , ' '¡' Thehabitationfor ' ,the ' ~xpectéd~stinguishedvi~i-' 
. tors beingthusllrrunged, ~turÚf .everykindsuitllble . 

' forpe~sons ' of tbe 'Duke's rtlllk:was~uppli~d for their ' , 

' use~ whqe 'aliógsh~a~ , óf:~y oldWine .was , se~t: from " " 

1.íóntillá, and 'with , it : three dozerioUÍlc.esoC'quinme, 

bought 'qpon t~e recominendationof ' DonLuis ,Jur~do, : 
, nnd intendedasali' ~ntidote againstth~ autllm:nalfevers. ':,: 

: Thes~ are very , . pre~al~nt, 'oftetiarising , from a ,very l~~ 
, 'diet of bread; 'oil, ' arid :rndis1J.e~,-wat~r~me!oDs:~nnds~c1r 
. food, ... W hich is .... notmlw holesomé uP. fu September .imd · 

tillthe autllmnal r1tins' sét , in/ > Atthis~risisthese, fever~ : 

, ' 1 
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kilI" many' ofthe peop1e,'and rhave _; IÍlys~lf seen ~the 
labourers dropping, in the trenches~as manyas fifty ina 

day-, . and~ carriedoff by their fellow -workmen. On their 

way home ,to'Illbra; Alomartes; or some'othervillage, 

these poór sufferers would pass the 'cottage of La , Torre; 

and ,call out to see the señora (Mrs. Hammick), ,the 

'heavenlyl\Iaria,' whoused to put as muchquinine in a 

wineglass as would.cover á threepénnypiece und ,:fill the 

glass with old ~fontil1a wi:ne, and givé it the~, whEill :iway 

theywentwith their apparentlydying fellow~labourers ; 

but so marvellously relieved were they by th~effectofthe 
, - 1" , ' 

medicine that thenext day 1 have óften seen the pre- ' 

...... --vious day,'s patients inthe trenches atwork,and seem-

, , ing1y as, well as ever. 'On seeing nfé ~as'sthey ';QUl~ , 
invariably s~art l?-P and leap outof the renches, step 

fOl1wrtl·tl, lc. oss ' themselves, and thank'me 'most 'heartily 

/ for ' the lüe 'that hadheen preservedby tne good ancl 
h01y señora. ' ,; , 

. ' , ' 

Meanwhile the information receivedfrom thecnpa-

tuzes oÍ' overseersin eh urge ()fthe training ofthe vine­

, plants became most encoui·ugip.g: severall~rge bunches 

.- oí thegrapes were sent to his Grace, und it 'wascer­

tain , that , thirty butts '(900 arrobas) of wine,' more 

or less, wouldbe made that year. 1 wasreminded. 

again and, again in everyletter that'the Dukehad 



~ 
~. 

" 

," "~ , 'INDECISION 'OF 

rnothing ' ~wh~tever 'provided for ', it,. that th~re ," were no , ' ' 

)wine~pre~ses,no . receivingJinajas, o~ , vats , forthe,fer~ 

,mentation., to : ~~rk in, :noc~sks;andriOcellars.to .put 
'.thewine in~ ': The', Duke's , age~t,l{r~ Edye,could not 

'be m~de t~ :l1ndersta~d anythingaboutit, and none of 

,.these , thingscoUld 'be h~dat u.moment's ' riotice, for " " 

-Spain isa backward, ,:helpless,sleepyéo~mUÍlity,nnd 

unl~ss I, '- wh~didu~derstand, ' piovid~a f()r', all ,these ' 

necessities, 'the whole' ~rop~ould be lóst.' .Thisiswhat 
'all the vin~-planterssaid. , : ,:' "' , '. ' " ' , .: ' 

' Ap.their lettcrs.were translated : byrriy order, and 
' forwarded,'to theDuke 'for ' his 'information, one ,by,one, 

our parí" und result in '. secious ; : 

eXIlIo 

',. To beginwith the , cellars. 1 had plannedthe con~ ; 
' . . . . . 

struction .oí a b~dega, as it is called, or breeding-cellár 

fol' thegrowing-up and preserving of his Grace'swine 

in the highest state of beauty and purity~ :Buthis 

:', " 

" l ,' . 

. ; ' 
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Grace told me he had,'a friend w hom he wished to 'serve , 

,by making him a present of 50l. ," He would,' snÍd,his 

Grnce,'get this friend, who' was a:ri architect by pro­

fession~though he isno longer' so~o,v,tomake " some 
'drawings for me.' These drnwings were sentto:t:ne, and 

1 '.' soon saw ' that, although perhaps they mighthave 

been suitable for anEnglish house, they could beof. 

no ,useto 'me, and __ ~~hóuldonly,waste my time irl 
attempted to make anYthing ,out of them,and at the 

snme time ,be, a 'wasteof his . ~ra~e's ; m~neY.' I1l . my 
____ t~ours find ri~es ~o 'und fro~ the mountain vineyards 'of 

}tlontilla andM~riles' T~ad' often noticed how~arefully ' 
'and ' judicio~sly~uildings of , thár description had , be~n , 

"J. -TRDt 

constructed by raismg fourhign Psquare ,wall rlwith 

an entran,ce of twovery heavy strong doors, , ~ we~ jn 

the,' centre oÍ' this squáre, und the roofspitched froro: 

t~le , four , walls to , rest on stone ',' pillars ,on the , insid~, 

thus forming anoverseér's dwell~g," adjoining-,the, gate- ' 

way; next te' that stables · forthe' ,~mll1es;etc. ' ; ,aná..on 

the,' other "two" sides " t~etinaja~, ' , win~-presses, ~ etc., : and, : 
- in the ',rea~ 'the cellar for .the ·wines.:' As linspectecÍ 

, these buildingsthe capat,azwho : sho~ed . me' thepiace' ~ 
und gave me ataste of ' the "nucs would first give me ,a :" 

glass from the bottom cask, then one' from 'the:second : 

tier, and lastly one fr.oni the topo 1 at once would ',­

teH him that the bottorntier wnslast yerir'swine, the :­

second tier the year before, nnd th~ third or ' toP . 
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tlie ,year · h~fore · th~ty ,hut the cap~tnz answered,'No; ' 

señor: theage ofth~ win~. is thesáme, but these. . 

wines ,nearest . the ti1~s:. or toprow hn;ve. the :' beilefi t . o~ 

, more '¡~eat of aun and.a~,consequent1y · ·th,eyaremqre·" 
adyariced .in · maturityth~ ;'tho~e. $de~neat~.~.,.,:·Fro~ '. 
thesérucie ':: bui1dings, 'and~" the · •• .• hrnts, ·r .re9,eived fr()m :, 

theiroverseersj Imudemy plruL oí the . DukEl' ~t bod.ega; 
and, haVing mad~" p~op~r measureme1.lts fort~e 'ingresa 

arid 'egress 'ófJargecasks, ' vats,etc.,I handed, ~heplan : 

over ~othearchitec~, ~ó~ake a drawingforit, a~ much·':· 

in the l\Ioorish taste and characfur as would. make it 

Previous . t¿ ·IuYleaving • the])u~~·lfestates . in · the 
sPrU:tg 1 had looked.out f.or,tw~verYableaccountu:ntB, 
a !Ir. Sega3tume'aiíd :higassistant, uIldhadinst;ticted 

them· to set ' t~) workwith' ~fr~Edie,the Duke'f) ageht" . 
and, . withthe ,aid' of theold ,pierksin th.eestablishment,: .. 
t '. ' .. . ..' ...... ....•... '., ... .. .. :... .... ...: .• •• ". 
; ~~; up for mea~.inve~t~ry ?f.;the . g¡'operty. ~:n 'ct~e 

uke s es tute. Incotir~e oftimethis inveI,ltory,vas 
VOL. r. · " 'L '" 

.'." ,.: .', 

.;;:, .. .• J ., 

, c':: •. :(J~;;;:" .' .... ~ i' .'. '.: :.,'., .. : .' 

';. '::'." :' ., : .... ' i;;.;":' .~; ":.: \: "'". :-- ., ' '' ~' .; , •. " ., 

" " .. :: .. ', ... 

. '~', ", ' .' " 
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. ~ompleted, and by'this 'means 1 beganto:uriderstartd the .. 

stateof theDuke's affairs . 

. · On looking thr~ugh ' ·tIlis inventory. 1 found .the 

follo,ving articles, which nodoubt constituted a part of 

. the furniture of the Royal "Ifouse (C'asa Real), and gave 

sorne idea as tothe ,manner in- wbich itwasgoverned 

' . up to the year1814, when the property carneintothe 

possession of the ,Iron Duke. . 

In this .inventory, there were o~e . . " .,', 
Du~e' s ' tenants in debt to their landlord tó , the' a~gregate : 

amount of 4,000l., the debts ~n : many cases ofseverai ' 

years' outstahding, und in rérility of little . value. There ' 

,vere ' one hundred and seventy " other debtors ' owing . , ,. , ' ' , , r 
between them 'about one thousand fanegas , of orn; ' and ' 

.~ . . } 

sorne small sums of money not exceeding one hun~red 

' rea ~, ~~ .there were eighty-eighrotheroutsiders ~;. : . ' 
'. debted to.bis Grace '.for ground-rent to the sum oí 

2,561 reals, and forty-fiveother ':personsindebtedf~r ' 
rent ofmills to the amount , of 12;840 reals ; ' further; 

,ve find .thirty~oné debtors for law expensesincurred 

in 1865,and judgment summonses' 'stillhanging ',"over 

them. . . ~ . 

cxv. 
Ivisited 

hOlne in some rnill 

, ' 



.' CONDITION .OF THE PEOPLE. · 

.dation. In· one 1 found two children-. a boy about six 

years .dfage, . and a ·girl ayear or two older. In one 

corner ,of the room: was a . little .. heap .·of paja .( chopped 
straw), inwhich theyburied themselves at night," theh~ . ' . . 

nakedness .being only covered by a .rag tied rOUnd their 
.loina. Asmal! table,four lowreed.bottomed stools, n. 

wooden spoon, and n. few 'sticks to light the fire at night 
'. made up a11 their house property.; ·the walls 'were black. 

as coru, as there were no chimneys in the room, and 'the . 

light was from tlie doorway. Som~ of the houses'might ' 

have been a little less ,~retched, b1Ít suchwas their 

ordinarycondition~ 1 asked the two children- .... 

'. 'Yhere are your father fl1:ld mother? ' 
. 'They are out at ·their.little patc~ of gro ' d." . 

. '1 want to see them,' ana ledbythe, little girl 1 
found the man ' and wüe sented underat'ree. .. As, I 

carne in sight ·they bade me' gooa. morning.' : It was 

eleven.o'clock, their · breakfast time,and théy greetedm~ 

. withthe usual Spanish Gu.staVd.? (W ould you p1ease 
.' . 

to sharewith .us?), .un invitatiou 'never-failingwith the . 

Spnnish peasantry to a stranger coming' up to thém at 

me~-tUne, however poor and wretched their fare ., may 
be. In this case all they had to offer was bread and 

salt and theu-little cruse of oil and radishes; ·tmd mány 

other~ 1 saw ,I\otbetter provided. Iwondered how this' 
man g<?t bis money dayby dayto huy his. hread ando 
salt and oil and chocolate, andwhat~ver else he lived on, . . 

L2 
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andl found that Ihád lent hi~the seed to sow'his 

lands; and that when he could notfindwork hebor":, 
, rowed 'adollar now.anq.· then from sorne móney-lénder; 

andgavea,pagaré, ,'or promissory no~e, 'topayit backat 

harvest time; with a peseta (1 Od.} per month for' every 

doUar as interest. What prospécthas the poor man oí. 

ever being able tomeet thé judgment sumillons, ~d 

pay ~oth debts und costs? Heholds 'theland, as he, .' 
believes, on a 80rt of hereditaryright bypaying afee at 
the 'office for .leaveto ·transfer it, ', or anypart,ofit/ to 

, nnother tenant,and oftensucceeds in getting some other 
roan to lend him money for al!. or. a portion of his hold..; 

' come~ the money.leilder with his''p'agaré,an'd niust 'be 

, paid with the interest, ruid thus they manage íqlive'till 

November, when the fioods break: in, thewaters over­
',' run ,the larid eve~ywhere, ' the , bri~ges:r'otten,. , ,and ' 

rickety, are sweptaway, thepeasantryarecutofffrom' 
their distanfpieces 'ofland, andiffever.or other ailment , 

' falls upón thefather or mother,orif neither oí them " 

finds workto do, starvation staresthe wholefamily in 

the face~ An amul sighi it is to 'visit . these poor 'people . 

átChristmas. 



FURNITURK 'OF ' AN , OLD 

<.CXVL, " , 

, Tlie inventory ' 'giyesthe ' account oí tlie , sfud oí " 

h~rses, 'oí tbenumberoí niares andstallions, "of the ' :' 

headsof cattle, the nnplements, old winnowing machines, 
ploughs, ' etc~--old .fashioned artic~es, the , 'accuinulation , 
of ages; but th~se1Vhich follow are panand p~cel ' oí , ',' 

the properties of tlle RoynlHouse itself,andinaysérve 

to throw 'sorne light on the state in which the' house'; 

,was kept up, and the estate administered, at thetime it ' 

became one oí the possessioÍls oí the great Duke in 18~4. ' 
, Two ,large chests, one large window with 5ash 

and' iron, plates, three sets of kings' portraits and' othér ' ' ' 

portraits, two rounq, pictúres o~ Philip II1~ ¿md bis 

queen, 'one of Charles JI. und hisqueen, one oí Isabelln. ," 

. .. " 

sort, a ~ew 'oí Casa 'Real, a Iandscnp.e,three ' screeDS, " 

alárge stone sundial,- two ' stone ' basinsfrolASierra 

Elvira, one' Iarge ' Dloney~box ' with. t\VO , kéys" six , 
Iarge' massb()oks , !rom the royalchape1, vne large 

chest once containing the plate belonging to theroya~ 
chapel, 108 , books, Jargeand amall, 156 , old:' acc~:)U~t 

boóks, a inap oí Spain" a box full ,oí papera, sorne oí . 
them important t:1ocu~ents, fifteenother ' accountbooks? ' 

300,important parchment deeds, ~th seventeen boxes , ' , 

to contain them, twelve leather chairs,gilt, a marble 
table, etc.; etc.' _ 

- ... . , 
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CXVII. 

AH this property-mere rubb,is~ mostof it, liardIy 

ever overhauled or dusted since the Casa Real carné 

into ducal hands-was. to be set in proper order before 

the time of his Grace's ' intended visit; forthe Duke 

und bis friends wished to see everything connected' 

botb with the buil~ings and .the lands, ' the olive~ 

gronnds,vineyards, cellars, and wines, ofthis Anglo~ 
Spnnish.establishment. These honoured guests-' about 
t·,venty-five of them, as 1 havebef~re ': enumerated-~ . 
W'ould probablytravel from Londonto Madrid, -and 

tbence direct to Granada. The best way for · them -

would be to 'come by rai! down the southern i line . 

as f:'lr as Menjibar, and from that stationproceed 

: J nTRnI by coacll to Granada. The old cityoí Jaen is rarely 
seen, yet . wOl,th seeing. The road froID ,it to Granada . 

is very . picturesque, and ' one enters . Granada through. 
itsgardens, ,driving in close under ,· the wnlls of ' the-. 

Alhambra; wher~ 1 shouldbe . prepared to " receiveaD,~ 
entertain them. But the questionwas, ·How· cotIld 
T get. thero there? ,Railroads in Spain were being 

tunde, though slowly, and, asa consequence, the coaches 

and diligences-soon to be clisused-were getting mor~ . 

und lDore rickety and dirty, anc1 a brenkdown on · tbe 

rond-not arare occurrence-would be ti serious 

rnntter, with no farrier~ ' no wheel or ,cart wr~ght, no 

' .1 



· . '. ~. . 

" ¡nn, no, 'houseo( any:,kind,perhap~,J'or manY ,a ,~ile ',' 

, ", round , thé '. place ;of . ~he ",. mi1x>ward .:.acc~dent. , . ;, ~ési~eR, : ; 
if "they tra~elled' inspring, t~ey ~ ~ght, cOIlle)n-" :ro~". ' 
~ s~a~thailstorm,' ; ~dt ';,' ha~eseen; ,' hailstoliEis '.,in,-, 

May nslarg~its . peas ·m.4 bea;s; ' · Thebestthi~g. fo~ . 
,theni, I , th~ught, , 'Y~s , t() :. h~ve ,'a 'ilarge , o~bus~~ilt 
for ~hepurpose, tofit itwith· ~xtra .roor'to ' 

, heat, and a hood over.thefrontsEmt ~'~ ''''"rI""\~oj'''1" , 1~ha 

mules, harness, ·,' caiTinges,liV'eries ' /or 'the" .-1 .... ,..,."","' .. 

, visio?s, andall , bther .thingsnecéss~ry, ~o", 
short ' notiCé;o~dbesufficieht .,t~ ' ~et' allthis 
motion,·'· l . Jai(l · th~ wholeplati·" of"fue ' D~e' s' 

before Coloriel 'Sir,', . Robert , toy~-tindsay 'and 
,~' Bury,. when th~ypaia~e :: avisit,~d " ," ' ov.n1"t:~Qt)rt 

'., themselves delighted withthe,vhole arr'anl[elnerlt~ 
The • Alhambra, aitd ", Granada are .', soon 
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. described -the 'conditionofthe Molino ho~ise~ 'with 

its twO. 'roomsand its poisonous' water~ " 1 could not . 

think '.of harbouririg the ' qistingUished ' guests there~. 
1 'have also dwelt on the 'state oí Casa Grande,. the ' 

l'amblingmnnsion situated atthe · Duke'svillage .of ,' 

FiIente Vaqueros, with its . shortcomings ' andall-'per~ ' 
vading filth~ That would be no abode fol' ·the'Duke 

and his guests. , All th~t remained, thel'efore, ' w~sthe 

Casa Real ' to 'be prepared to entertai# tberri " at , the 

Soto de Roma, ~d the cottage, at La ' Torre atthé , 

~iolino del Rey. , Both these plac~s must 'bes~tin 

arder; and, .having. thus settled what was' tobe done, 

1 would start with the Duke' s company . from the 

Alhambra, and ch·ive them to Casa Real, 20. dIstan ce ' 

of ten miles, passing tlirough the outskirts andmarket 

. JUnT 'D gardens of the city, until ' we entered the Duke's , woods .. .-; 

Our further progresswould be through a green sward, 
about as wide as Rotten Row, with woodsandplaÍl.~ '. 

tatlons on' both sides, and thus we', sho~idreach 'the ' 
'avenue 'of elm-trees (very like oul' Malliil :St.·James's ·' 
Park), and through it the main entrance toCasa 'ReaL ' . 

FrOln this Royal House, there are threeother broad ' 
avenues, branching out like a' fnn~ '.The one on the 

left, crossing a bridge, lends , to ' theDuke'svillages 

of Fuente Vaqueros and Santa Fé. This avenuc '·js ' 

'oYer two miles long, and . has in someplaces four, 

-in sorne sbr, rows of very old elm-trees,not ,imlike 
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the royal residen ce, the, w:ho1e forming a square alid 

inclosing i~s area. , ., , 
As ,we enterCasa Real, we find that , it ' originally 

consisted of three lurge rooms opening into one it.!l0ther 

on the g¡~ound floo~, andthree large "rooms above ,th~se; " 
and' at the end of these ,sLx rooms there were four ' other ' 

rooms of smaller size, and next to t~ese" again, foVowe~ 
the stables. 

These rooms now' "re find have been ' diVided 'into ,: 

twenty ceUs, forming one room foreach ' tenant, "und 

let off ut lOq reals (20s.) ayear to twenty.different , 

gipsy tribes or families~ There is nove~tige oí door " 

or window to be seen. Everything has be~' burnt for.- , 
firewood, and no rent ,has been paid {oÍ' tlíree iears."' .... ' ' 

And this is the Royal House that 1 have to· makeready , 

for a alllke and duchess; one o~ themosteminent ' 

solicitors, the able ~ditor oí the ' greatest hewspaper. in '" . 
the world, and ' othe~ ' persons of 
theirdOlnestic nttendnnts! 

cxx. 
The first point too consider was how to gainposses,;. 

sion by driving out the gipsies. · The Duke's guards : 

,vere unwilling to meddle ",1th them, being afraidof 

them. "\Vhat could 1 do .? 1 bethought myse~f , oí ···. 

my Englishmechanics ~t work nt :Molino del Rey.- : 1 
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brotiglit, tliem:forward, and , setth~in ; to' ·'work-to ;puU \, . . ; ' ~?;f: ;;;':· 
down the partitiolufof therooms,and::'t? .'clearout . ~hé · ", '::J : " . J: ,g;:~. 
rubbish ~d . filth. · .;:~~sturdy~EngHs~ fello,ws~~d 'DQ .' ;';'_. ~' :: . . , ,;.i: 
fearofthe ;' gipsie:s, 'ana .. hee~e~ ~ottheir :'· thre~ts, ·.aJld ,..: · ,¿ ., :. : : , 
by the ald of them -Casa . Reá¡1..~as ," soo~ 'in ,my poss~s'- ,'o :" . :X" <,,: .: 
sión. " But ~eek after- ;eek ·. swa~é ·of,. these sw~thy ,- ',' ,~. ' ':<: 
ylÍgrahts 'Crtlpt • Íil ",lareat JÍight;an~ i ,sqtiatted> ~~hat ' · ·::·: .:·' , 
they daimedas ,their ", old • qnarters,', Jyheu' these~e"> ?,;'; :::e,;: .· 

,' ~i::e'~~eb:;o.~V¡e:u~e:~jatr::~~lOffr~··y j;n·j~~;,~ 
, ,outthut they belOIlgedto,thut ubiqllHo~sra~eofiipsies .>. .. . ,,'. ' 
, wh~' ró~mall oVerSp~~and maketh+se!vesathollle c , .,', ,',/; 

,vh. erevertn~y. fi .... nd ~. · ,un~~cupi~d .. ; ,ho .. le ... to ... she1ter ..• :theIn·~:: l'" ,.', , .. <', 
,1 t became an , ab;oi~ti ~~ . sit y rto,.-cili,c~~¡ t~~l]:~lí~le " ,'~r 9.f~:W?fi; 

' . house and the 'Y~ste ground from' tlie liikh·roaa t~ . the"':: .. --~ ~- ~' '-"" ~ ':~ 
bridge, a Iinese~eral, hundredYllrds~~Fgt~,l~~g, ,'- · , : .! 

twogateways--(}ne,"for Molino del Rey, an~ :.~é '()tÍIe~ ,·' ;, :::;( 

for Granada, an~ p~ta puir of Very ~llJl~someirOIi gate~:.· ':,';:,é i 
to ", e~ch gate,vay,r~Úlg t he ,wallseig~t ,feetin height~ ·;/.: · ,":: 
nndputting' a .. ' cop~gth~t .. 'shollld < overiap·., .lhe : t~p~ .;' . : : · <;'~_:·l:·'~~?l 

, Thus , ,wa~the ',.Casa .•• R eálmnde ' · sllfe . froní·' ,tli~sé·, 'V~a- "i,,.t~;i ·;X·:": 
?onds~ ., intru'sions,and ,·· reserved for ·his . Grac~'s ·' habit~:< ::}:' .. "·: .. ; ":'~'. ';: ·::~~~\ 
ti9n.I ·had ' the·.;twentj·.· .. celIs. ' thr()~ togeth~rag~ ·: :;; ; . "'; :.:.";:;;:,;, 

into sep~rate rooms ,of á' conveni~t .size, . asthe~werc<¡ :i:i: ,>';':' 
formerly , iuthe kipg's , iiqJ~~ .1vith .fireplaceS ~dIIÍ~pl~ . h;/ . ',' , 

.'. hearthstone~· · · suit~bie :· f~r wood~fire~ . added' several ·· chim~. : ; ':.:: .. ; ..... ~ ,:".1 
.' "" . '.. , ... , ... .. ' '.. . ' . ,'. " . . , '. ''' '.;' 

n'" 'nd: "., .-..... ,. ; ........ ........... ..... , ,\ . . " ': 
.':::.'>; '.;. -

. ~ .' . ' . 

"i- , . . -

.~ '... ,.: : , ' 
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windows, and ,raiseda marble ~taircase leading 'tri 

the upper 'rooms. Talso made a largedrain under- " 
neath 'the whole building,which 'could be flushed , with 

water at will. The rooms being ready,I sent out from 

England the -furniture, pIate; and IineIi which might ' 
, ' , 

be required, together with a store , úfpreservedpro- ' 

visions. 1 kept fifty sheep, some lambs, andswinein, 

'good co~dition, besid~~ poultry, and 1 . kn~w t~atby ,' 
sending to Granada market just at breakof ,dáy, :when 
the fish 'carne in froro l\Iotril, r could make sure oí '3, , 

good ' supply oí large soles, turbot, and a variety oí­

other fish. 

, .c. 
Ca~a Real became after this a , very favourite resting,;, . 

place (Df mine. 1 kept two large , bloodhoundsanda, 

guard in possession, and frequently repaired to the spot 

far relaxation from my labours from the Saturday to 

the ensuing l\Ionday,charmed ' withmyl~ides in, the , 
enrly morning in lovely spring weather, with ,the songs 
of . the numerous nighth1gales ' and other birds, and the 

budding of thetrees. This repose 1 greatly needed 

aft~r the excessive toil of looking after the labourers i~ 
the ' vineyards, the lnbourers in the olive-grounds" the ' 

labourers at the farms, the labourers in the brick-yards" 

the mechanics repniring the Royal House, the masons 

building broken bridgesand digging out choke4 cann;ls, 

,' . 



":> .. ~:.~ " .,,' ~ .'.~:-' . ," ".':::: ", ." '(' \~' .:. ':.:::~: ~;" ~>~/!::·t~ .. 5>~>· ~~ ~:~' ,;':,:. ' . ~. ', ... ",:. ' .':' ::;" .~~ .. ~'¡;. :~;-::;- ". ::'; :--/ ' ~.: ;:' ~.\' ;::~,:::? 

', .... :. " '::';. ""." .;: ... ,;{' ; : · <;< · i:: ~.~·.;~,':,~.··:l, .. ::,.i,; .. '·: ,,' , , ... . 
, " , , ' o ' _ ' ~~ : :'< .' 1'- '. _ • ' • .!" .':' ':' ~. ":.:;' .. '. 

·-:..:,í: ' . 

¡ .• '", . '~ 

. , " .. 

' M:.AGNITUDE 
.! . ' . ~ ... 

thenleéhaÍlÍc~bUi1dinghrit;and shed~a~~ ~t~ble~;~d>, " ',.: :i , 
offic~s-and' ~acb.~erY1 ~~over _the ' . estat~ ';aItog~ther .u ..... ".' l "-? ': 

little hosto! from ,7 00 ro 1 ,200 men constantly emploYed. > ',;' )';;iJ 
Th~ ' . .' harv~st.~ ·., •. h~d ·: been : very.b~d3~ever. :8,0" bad ' si~C~ - : ' -'-' ,:- :;;:F;,·::";;· ',>;~:r:;\ 
the year ', 182'5; '. petitioll , after , petitiol1

i
follo",ed' fuei' .,' ",':i;:!;.i,¡ 

preSsing ;mo~andmorelab~urers u[>Ou ID~¡ lllld::the' " < ',~ : 
" authoriti~. passing áiF orceaLabo~~L~~.'~ilO~~e; ,i ,:';::,::;~~ 
. whiéh pi~ced me,; fu. t~e .aitérriative . ,eÚ;he~·6ffihding, '·: "·: ·;> .'::.'i{/ 
thelllen ·· litbour ; ór , paying " th~mt-w~ . reals · ;p~r.,¡\~ay, ";': '.' ;" ':,;:::i:; 

withou t i t; ,'>, " ', ',,; /,' ~,~',;,~r,i. 
"( . ',~ ~ ;' • • .~: . , : ; ;, " ., ". ¿ 

..: : ., . :·~·-:~.J.~:·t~:· ;·.':i· · 
'.' - .. ;:' . . , .~~';.:' ~;':)-:~~~'~'.';~.: ~: '-~'), 

~'''I,' .... ' : o:; .:~. ~._, .. ~.' _, '-:"'. " 1' .:'," -:.:;" _. 

hnd,: ' t;:, •• ;:e~e~o~~L~:~:i!~~1:~eltiib~~I ~tt\:;~~'(~ 
, :::u~:::!Y. ~Lb~~~~,,~S!~~lis~~!l ' ~t , ~ , ~h~~;;~~.t~~~ _' ,:'iX:,t!¡i'f,i¡ 

. Ari .Eng· •..... 'lis.' h: -·~a6hln~ for 'brick. s .. and'til.' ".· es\v~l"ked.· '-.by' _::::.f, ,~:',: :?',,::'~:;~g~~ 
• • • • • 'o \ _ ,( \ ' 

!::~~::áZ3i~:::ids~~e;O!~~~±~~é#~~,~(;"~~[J;;~~~~ 
shov~ls; .• 25w~eelbarr(nys"8iX . nl~lls f(}r.worJ4ng;th~ , clay;-' , .. '. ' ., ; .~' ! f,,~: <~:i 
four .• ·· tables .. tb ·· ·' · ~ut .... the -" ' br~cks, ': . ·~ight ; wheelb~~rows .'f~r._ •.. -:,>t')].?; ?·:<3'E :,~~ 
earth; 18 ,mats" tocov& thebiicksand tiles~22 ' •• iron'i' 'i;,j ':c;; 
cóyers for ' the~veris,fiveiron - pé~le~s, ,~~el~e- pick~~es~ :' ".', ,"'<,:.;:., 

80 covers · fo~· thebn~k.-, ovens, •.• ands~v(ffil~dders :·~nd ·. , ' ,~; ' >" , ",::~:'::;: ;.<;: 
, other neces~aryimplelIl~nts; 'sb that, 'besides", ~lltbñ4i ,, ' '.:.: 
been; 'lised· .at " C~sa ..•. Reru, 8Ild. •. fo~ .• therépairil1go(' c~~~l~ ~: .;;··. · .·· ,,"::: •. ,:?' .. ;:": ' 
bridges, T70,OOO' briéks ' ll~,{lbee~ ' <? .. arteá~o)JlE~J3odega> :' . . :,,:'. ;'. ;',': 

'. :.,. 

.. - ~.. .. . .: . '. '.' . ' ;. 

. ~ ~. "; 

. ... ::.:. ... :. . . " ~ 

'.()-{, ~: ./ :: 
.. . . .. .... ::.':',' .' .. ... : . : ... .: ,' 

... ' ~.: '";," '. -', '<," . '. . ',.-'- ',. ' ';. " ... ...;': 
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~nd La Torre" together with 6,600 ,fanegas ',Of lime, 98 

_ wrought stones 'fromthequarriesoff.'ajira,. and ele:en , 

lurge wrought stones ' carted toLaTorre; 24wrought 

steps, 15 in place, . six wrought stone steps for front doors; 

und !1,297 ,bricks,all carted to the Moliii9house,thirty ' 

load~' of the sarne stone frOID the qüarries at Tajira, ~ t~~~e 
loads of tirnber, 230 round poles for scaffolds,fourteen 

other poles, .eighty cro~sbeams, 16,000 bricks, .andten 

l<?ads of lime; suchwere thepreparationsnecess~ry for' 

the Duke' s visit, and other ' preparations forwineand: ' 

oil, stores, huts, stables, etc., the whole materiaihavi~g 
to be carted seven miles, more or less, froni different 

P.C. 
CO 

It ~vas, of course, impossible 'that 

01' his ad visers could conceive any id~a of t~e gen,eral . 

dilapidation 'and ruin into . whichthés~. once really 

beautiíul estutes haddrifted during thehalf-century'~ ' 
absence oí their Englishproprietors~ 'Suchwill ahvays ' 

be the fate oí a11y property oí nbsentee landlords, and " 

this isa sample .of what Ireland will be brougbt to, ·un .. 

less, sómething is done to put a stop to the downward 

rush it has taken toward~ destruction; )Vhenever you : 

gi ve these pOOl' people po.wer, and ~all upon them'. to . 

help themselves, they will only work out their own ruin , 

and that oí their landlords~ . During the seven ye~r~ i~ 



. " ,' . 

whiélI) h~Vllbre¿~OIlIlectecl with thes~ esmte~oIl behalf 

. :o~ ;the' .¡juk~, ' i ·have. · ~ab~ure~; h~d ;tQ .~earch outi th¿':'~ ' ; ': , 

séed to cUlÍivÍltetheh; , laIlds;llIldapplykgtouS~<!1"S .... '. . j~,::;;;:' 

~i7:2;;:::t;:2:v::~:::::aGl:~:~~~ijl;~;t;!~~~j:j 
. !~:k:B';a:~¿T~~ds:!:~~~b~e~;i~:;j~ki;~~,» }r~,)~j{~ 

~ : .. ...... 

'-"'!', ·~ '· ' ·~:~.~I~:.:) 

robbing.·· both,the·.landowllér .... on . f¡he·· · ·one·· h~d·· ~Iid .the ·.· ... ::··,·'.:: ··> ".::.':?};': 
land~labourersoti 'thé bther.~. . . ' ... . ,,' J'" ... . . ... ·.;;~:¿ :/; F: ~ · · ' · ·':::-:I:~·:\.;~,: ,' ,> 

fu ~:;~~ 
,.: ~ "' , . 

~~-.. ' . ' .. ~ ::~;~ 
,:,,:.;,;:.-,., 

.. ; ', ,':-: " ,:¡,' : ; :' :~".~:>' ;):~~ ' : 
", " .' .": ." 'i " ' . :, . . . .. . ~-- -< " - - :~;:;: ~r:,~: 

(J;;~ ' . ':',;;\{ :¡ .• ; .. '.~.~.: .•. ~.¡.~.:~,.: .• ,,;.;.·.(.·.,.:,¡.l.: 
<:~:\." -
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starvation. They understand,what ought to be"lÍni~ 
versallyunderstood, that if property has , rights it· ", 

should also huye its duties; and that . if thís :prmciple 

,,', ex:tends toproperty aU over the world it ought most 

espe~ially to apply in the case of these' "estate~,which: 
,vere given to the great Duke as a proof of the admira- ' 

tion and gratitude of the Spanish nationfor his heroic~ 

deeds, but never in the expectation that their foreign 

owner should utterly a~d for ev:er ' neglect and forsake 

them, and Buffer them to faU out ofcultivation; , for even ' 

if the late Dnke himself and his prede~essorcared~o~ '. 
,thing for the income accruing ,to them from their pos­

session, they hud at least no right to defraud the poor 

peasantry-born'on the spot and _belonging to it as i~ l~np 
they were adscripti gleb()]-of the onlymeans of sub-

JUNT1\ sistence the soil bountifully 'yielded to their fathei's and , ' 
forefathers. 

Nor would it be justice to 

indigenous growth, that it must be lookedupon as orí~ 
ofthe evils of Spain, that thecondition -ofthafc?untry 
has alwuys been the snme, ,long before ~ 1814 ; .' the , ' -

Península always being, bothbefore and after that date, 

in a revolutionary state, und ,a prey.to the most shock. ' 

ing misgovernment. F or in the case oí ~Iolino del 
Rey and Soto de Roma the landlord for , seventy years , ' 

,_ has been anEnglishman, a · powerfullord who would 

in any ' emergency be bucked by un the , might , nnd . 



influenceo{hi~free : '~ountry, . and whooughtile~e,~ ''to 

'. have 'allowed his . te~ants .. · arid · labour~rs: in Spain ~of~U> " 
into ,a. state 'ofdegradation~uchas :~'Y0{ud for~th¿ ~most 
painful;thé most· heart;rendingcoritrast . 

'of 4is well-to-dopeá~antryin . EIig;land.: 
. . picture,and o~ " tha~ 1 <':. Th~ , · starvllig ."CXn"of'l'hOQ 

" . Granadaacknowledge the .same prop'rietor . 

lodged, weU~fed, ,we:tl-clad f¿rmlabou~ers 
fieldsaye ! 

VOL.!. 
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'ing them with regular work,of which withsome foré- , 

sight andintelligence· more than en.ough co~ld be.' 

provided for theirsustenance, ®d which wo~ld prove 
highly remunerative to the, estate and : its owner. 

Hitherto, if the estatehas proved littlebetter than' a -

clttueau en Espagne, the fault .Hes partly with the owner, 

,·but in a greater measure with the agents~ Hut who· ' 

ever may be to blam,e, one thingiscertain,thata' hap­

pier state of things must be con:trived ; for 'ifone 'give, 

'way to evil and run . away from ' it,the end ,;must .. 
be stnrvation, or revolution beyond limitor ·control. 
,All the news from : the Peninsula foreshadows this 

gloorny resulto 
C. M n mI=) ral de la AI·hamb a y Ge 

CONS CXXIV. CUlT, AA , . . 

JUI1TJ\ D[ . n As a retrospect of the condition the estate was iti 

in previous ages, 1 think ' the followmg ,documen t " may 

- . ,, ' 

-prove interestingo . ' 
A royal decree, dated from ,the 'earlypart of the.last· 

'century, says: e Whereas for the preservation :of :the 

'game, fish, woods, ruld pluntations ·of the SotodeRorn~ 

schedules or documents ~xistby which the boundaries:, , 

were distinctly defined, and aH that isincluded in its 

territories andparks minutely enumerated; and where:' 

as owing to the old date and diverse purpose of the ·· said 

royal schedules, und to the lightness of the perialties ' 

latelyenforced on trespassers, so muchmilder 'than the ' 

, ~ 



e.volutions. ':, .' 
. 'And'Wherea~' in · theterritories 'c~~priSed ,""t-h .. n 

boundaries und parks n<>.a.ttentioIi · isp~d 
ordered to be done, .. andIiosteps a.re '. 
the offenderswho break through therules ' 

prescribed for the preservation of the Soto de 

. . nd~uties; . l~its,ana:~ ~!ders ,: follo"#g.· pe . . kepf · .. · 
observed for the royal . ~stat~or inheritance ofth~ 
~e Roma~ andofits:' game,fish, andplaritatioÍl~. " . 

. ~ .. , 1st'.' The .. prope(limit8of th~ " Sotod~ .&.\lVJLLl.Ui. 

theyare declared inancientsch~dril~s, .:begin, 
be kept assuch. . -
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Rtone from the, ElvirttJ\Iountnin, formip.g the limit 

division of the land belonging to the said inheritance oro 

estate of Soto de Roma. ' , : -
'Froro this , stone, along the said road, onward ' 

towards Peños, as far as a large round rock, apparently 

movable, placed oh the arable Jand; and , frOffi ' this 

place, following the said royal road towards ', tbe placé , ' 

called ,Peños, ' and before arriving there, as far as a spot 

which is called the DIvider oí the watérof the , Acquia, ,~ ' 

which flows at thé edge of theBridge. ' 

'And , ñ'om the foot ' of n cross standing on a round . ; 

pedestal of limestone, near the said Divider,where on the 
sida of the said royal rond ' is fixed anotherrock of , the 

said Elvira ~Iotmtains, crossing the rivel' Cubilla,which 

fiows from the said Divider oí the waters, and blending 

'JUnTJ\ n its water with that of the river Belilla, the former rivel' 
coming ñ~om the left, and the latter froro theright; , 

leaving this and the plantationof the Soto deRomaon 
the left hand, within sight of the farmhouse ofAnsola 
belonging to the convent of the Jerómite monks (Reli-: ' 
giosos Geronymos) of the city of Granada, which is ·át 

,the said Placeof Peños, .where at the point near the " 

junction of the rivers' on the upper side is fixed another ' 

stone froro the said Elvira l\Iountain. 

And from this ,place, running downwards,ona .. ' 

straight line, and in view of the farrnhouse called the , 

,Asquerosa (the nasty or sickening farro) . . Keeping its 

, t I .," 
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'Fromthis fnnnhouse; crossingtiie riv~,~nd, fu ... 
a straight -lille ···. to.· .. the ·.farIDhouse ..• of. :Lar~ha ... (said ; _ t~ .\. ·: .. ; 

, ~ -,, :.,' ... ¡, " . 

"';' , 

bclong . to the . heiriofi Don . MnnuelGnñaver~'áI1 ÍlJ­
habitan:t ·.of .. Gr~nada ) ' : ~ndfr~m 'thebuilding~ 'of .. , ihe _ 

,~ ~:'. , ': ' . 
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said farm, going 'in a straight .line 'to'wards ' Santa Fé 

to the farmhouse oí , Ciguela, in the midst 'oíthe build-. 

ings of whic~ is an old tower, ID a straight line with a 

farm called Roma; and frOID this farI?hous~, in a, stráight ; 

line, in sight of another farmhouse called Chauchina, 

' by the side of the creek which runs down from this 

farmhouse oí Chauchina, dividing into ot~er creeks, 

there is ap.other stone fixed in the ground, ,smaller than ' 

the foregoing. 

. 'And froID thence, following towards 

farmhouse of Chauchina, the ,distunceof astone- ' 

throw from the canal, as fal' ,as , the buildings ' oí , the 

same fal'mhouse, und frOlD there following the road 

und the canal-w here this j oins the otber 'canal" 

Jan und the city of Santa Fé-tnere is a piece ' of· 

'And from this place as far as the btiildings ,of 

the srud farmhouse ' of .J án, .• crossingthe ' j unction" of 

the canrus, and from the ' srud farmhol}se, returning 
to the left in sightof theElviraMountains in, a 

straight rondwhich runs down from S~ta ' Fé tri.' " 
Soto de Roma, and ne~r somemulberry ~ trees by 
theside of the road, on the higher pan, close' toa 

piece of land called ' Blanquilla, there is auother . mass . 

of stone. 

'And from this spot, crossing the canal which' runs ' 

from ' the farlnhouse called 



. . . .i: '~, ; :/: 

. , .Andfromthis spot,goingonin a. straight lineto " "",~i' •• :~ 
, the farmho~s~ call~d :Al~~, ''Yhencein ' 'acfu.ectr~~d :- ~ '::' , 
tothe farmhouse .of thetower ciilledGúecar, \vh,mCe'i . .••• . : :f',I;.:, 

'. we took . burstart . in' oUrdefiniti~n.o{thé proper .limits '}~ " ~; '; ;~;;i; 
of thel$mdroyal 'Sot() 'de 'Roma. : ' ";):0" \ : ~ ' ! : ' , ,' ; ,, : ',>,',' ;: :/::':.t~: 

, To this must be a~ded the forty-nme lot~ of a~abi~" - , , ~ <:>':~ 
land ; ofthéDehe~aofIl1ora,belorigingtópur' royal" : '. :>' : ': ' : ;>~,~;fj:1 

. ' . . . - - - . ~ . . ' . . . , .' '>~ .. ;'>", t :,\': .. r.~~~ 

, , 
.< . ;' . . ~'.~; :: : . :'<.\ 

.'>.'.!.:: ~': :: .:' -~:~ :' .:.;_:~~ ,~ 
.: ~ . : .. : 5- ':' '_ .. 1.' ; ::,. ': 

• . ' . .. . _ . ~ .... ' . f· , _. ' , - -: :.' '\~<~ 
: ."; _ :. ". ::".' : • . :_: .. :;\i ·;- · :-: : ::)· · ~ ·:::::· :~~; : '':. ' ~~ .< .< .. ; :;.-::\.: . ... , -.... · ~:C1. 

nn/::::e:t~~;tr::~~:::~;~~~f:! ; ' !: !, 1';!{¡?:'~0 
, with ' gre~t' : miÍiutene~s ' ~he ' landmnrks 'oí. tbe ' Duke;$ ', ~ :: ' '' :'~;. '. ::,'; : ~:' 'Ú:< 

, pesrta
o 

te ah ,s ' thed" ~ffi".wule~et '. a
t

', ',~ ' . 'S?m.~tSllne:blltnls~.~eth· ,caus
h
·· é1! '/,' .,:" ":~~'. ':. >:~,:;b,~,.,,~ 

, ,ves OWlClwas m ' palll, even-~~r : e etiU , " " ~ ' ~: , ~ ::~ t i' 

oí theSfute toprotect hls 0wn. pammony fronlthe .~~- ; '.' ...: ' " 

predatiori ofhisfai~ subje~ts'andh~",much .~ier .' .•... :, ;;;';;':~ 
it is for the King, tb.e ' M.inis~rs, or thei }>nrli~ent. , of' ~; x ,. gt; 
thatunhappycoui:itry ,to ~ Íi~v~ , thewisªonie "r~~iféd ' ;io~.;;' " ,i,' '<¿', ;>": 

making the ·lawS, than ithe' energy' nec~ss~rY.foreIlforciÍlg':: " < '~ · '.::, . t~: ·: ,: 
them. . "'>" i> " ., . ...... ;. ';::-., ~. : 

.... : ' .. :-; ~ ; ;::;.; .:~ 

.::. : : . .:- !;, . . ; . . ; : :--~- !~·- :: ··~" ·::f~~~>' 
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CXXVI.. , 

As ,the famine advanced, Its _ severity became a· 

grievous scourge, and petitiona followedme " abput froID -

an the villages surrounding theDuke' s . property. -

~Ieetings were held by the alcaldes, or ~ayors, und their ' 

ayuntam.ientos (town councillors), or mu?icipnlcouncils, ' \ _ 

beseeching me to presa upontheDuke 'the necessity oí: ;, 
providing fol' the , people, as the numbcr . ofthe , dead 3fld; '~ .,,-, 

dying was dailyincreasing, so that lwas driven to my. 

wits' end to find money to pay so l~rge a áemand daily 

for wages alone. 

'rlle foundution of the cottage oí La Torre was ex";' 

cavated fourtcen feet from the ground. All the soil was 

pure eanth, lime: and rubble-stone; so 1 tooka lme and 

fastened one end of it to a pole stuck in the centre of 

the old tower, nnd ran< it out seventy-five feet all round" 

depositing the soil that . had . been dug up for the foun-. 
dation within tbe line mark. With theexcavated 'soil ' ' 

1 thus made abeautiful espl~ade, with ' a falr-of about: 

six feet . aH round-ihus forming asteep , embank-- ' 

lnent of loose earth not ---easily to _ be got_ overby_ 

any trespasser or tramping vagabond ' from the outside " 

beneath. The inclosure was to be~ and was actuaÍly" 
planted with trees und shrubsjconstituting the tower .• 

garden. 



. ' Asthe ; dark'nights9f 'Vintercmne. bn; a,.derk, Vega, ' 

. brought the intelligence:: that for ' sevéral : days . str~ng~ , 
. men; apparently .• undersome. dlsgl}ise"hacl ' beenseen~:'at : 
the Molinohoilseask~g minutequestions . alJollt .the · 
habits and movements of Don Horacio,suc~usatwhat 
tim~ he dined' after hé left his' office, ~t,c.' .A.sinany,.hs :, 
eleven h.orsesand founeen ~en had .. ' be~n ,counted"and .. 

,theappearance, of these strang~rs ' was ~ that oí brigands' 

indeed, information·:.began '·to .. ~pread ·· about " .th~t : b;i- , 
. gands wereinfesÜngthe . ~eighb~ourhooq in ._~~~.~":::' _. ~_ 

.. ... ', ' .. ' I " ,l.·..,. · , na .,'p J . Al I [ 

threeandfour,g~tliering t~g~tIier . flt , :qjght, ¡lVheIl, 
were see~ ; ,, 3:boutL3 Tor:re in the 'twi!iiht . .. 

workmen •. ~~ .. dismi~d .an(Ihad le~theplace' .' .... ;J:he! . 
made 'bold ·.at..1ast ·toenter 'the Molliio."house, .but ' I ··.hnd : 

aIready left . forLaTorr~,. andthentheyhesibltedan.d 
looked .perplexed,but .. ~nded by' going away in. the ' ~ir~c-- , 
tion ' oí Loj a.: ~.,.'They seem,howéver,not ,to "h~ve , goJ.1é " 
far ;for. they were Cor sometime l~rking ahollt theolive­

groU1;lds, ni the footofthe hillaf L~ ' Torr~,thotlgh ' 
kept outof~ight oftlie house. 

On .receiVing: this information~ 
to give them ·battle. on .'tlle . first n" r'\.T'\n~,, ·n, 

view ~o draw ' them .':~n' hndto 'have .',them ". 

1 'kep~ withinthe " house, .,. and :',had , ~." " '. I.I.L~\J 
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, windows securel y bolted. ' F or 1 did nQt know how far 

1 couId reIy on my guards in~he open, andhad reason 
to 'fear that someofth~m whom lhad dischargedmight ' ' 

prove treacherous and accept , a bribe ,-from 'the 'bandits. 

Consequently 1 deemed it prudent t~ havéall the . fasten-~, 
ings of the doors in my own keeping. ' ' 

CXXVIIL 
. . . . 

After waiting sorne time for the expectedattack,I ' 

ventured to 'sit downto dinner, ond after eight o'clock, 

there being no appearance , of thebrigands, 1 " saIUed 
.-...-fo __ rth and walked all round , thecottnge onthe esplanade ' 

which had'been formed by the excavation of ~the ba'se­

ment of the house. From there couId descry, about" , 

a mile below,among the thick bushes of evergreen oak, 

sorne smoke ascending, und Vega the ' clerk cr~ed , ~ut, ; 
JUnTR 

, There are the men !See ! tbeir1eader rides awhit~ 
hors~.' Whereupon' off sca:mpered allmy faithful · and. 
vnliant servants, some to ,TIlora, "others toAIOlnartes, 

providing. fol' their own safety, and leaving me alone, tO . 

combat the enemy. Soon afterthey were gone, how- , 

ever, Yega made his appearance ·rind tried to persuade ' 

me to ' run away to lUora.' 

My answer wns that 'Englishmen never run:' away; , 

never turn their back upon an enemy. 1 mean to stay,' 

r said, 'here on this esplanade, and the firstman ' 

. ', t 
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attempting to , ov~rst~pthe embank~entIshallsho 
likeadog.r , , , ',' , 

As 1 saidthi~ 1 unbuttoned. my coatand shówed:: 

the cle~kmy sii-,~hamhered revolver,besi~e~ t~e ' double­
, " ' barrell~d rifle' 1 had ill ' ~y hana.:with' ~' bayone(a~its 

end. " Hemightbe ~, sm:e, : J,'~~dde~;.-:.'~thatsix, ot.the 
blackguards 'Yotil.dbe ',stretched on tbegroUnd ,before ~ 

, wastaken/ ' My 'words : had ,' ba~ely bee~spbken ~hen 
he called out," Rere ~hey c()me ! ' Lendme your 'doup!e- ' 

barrelledgun 1,' ",' -, ' , ,, ' " " 
', 1 -ordered ' liliIL tú goand fetch it,at 'the ' sa~e , :' ~ime', "" ,,"' " 

foroidding ~to attempt f()'killanyone,but onljtQ try 

if . hécould frighten . them.; and . awaytheb~:ve fellof .• '.. ' j , i", 
went d~~n - the ravin~ , in fr<;>nt 'oí me.~ He hdd notgoii~T ~rl ':~ : ' :cfíf:~ : 

-, 'f'" " , , ,,' , ,', ' .' 
morethana few minutes , whénT hearothe 'crack oí: ~,<~ ,_ ,:: 

, "my double-barrelled . g,Inandsaw the '--whftehorse(ofthe ",,:, :, 1,:""" 

banditchief gullopmg 'awáy :withoufa rÚler" the_ h~vY ~'-:" " ",:: 
shovel~shaped stirrups"flYmg, an<! Happing -ugainst :the - " ,~' ::, 
.horse's ~ides,while wl:mt 1 took to b~blood wasrlIDpllig •..... ... ......... ::.'; 

frOID h~hmder parts.Presently the bushes'Ye1."C :all . ... <: t~; 
nlive wit~ the report~ oí gUI?-sfired 'in 'ev~ry ' dITe'dtioD.. -"" ,¡::. 

But, , ~hat " was '" . merely : a ' ~ vain . aemonstration, ; fOI" - the 

brigands :weresoon ' see~ riding hard . on',the ' wayto ' .'. ,:,' , ,',e 

Loj u. ,y egasaid, " 'fhanks, toEnglishpowder,:wehaVe': . 
theleader.' -' 
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CXXIX . . 

Thus ended the battle. ' , But , the ' wounded ' leader 

,lagged behind, was taken andbrought ,before me~ and 

ID his pocket 1 found a six-chambered revolv:er louded , 

and ready for action. lIad 1 come up with him,there 

would have been a combat between uS,as if we ha~ 

been Christian und ~íoor of the old Spanishdays. , " ' 

l ' asked him whatwas the. object of thismeditated ' 

attack. It was to carry me off, he said, to . geta large 

surO of money for rrinsom. "Vhat l' lsa~d,' and leave 

all these poor ~retches to starve ? '-. ,fojo hesaid hewas 

himself tired of work, he did not like work .: , anything, 

even death, was better. than that. h' , 
,fIis words so ungere one of the for.emen present . 

JUnT1\ that 1 had no little trouble to prevent his strang~g the 
prisoner on t~e. spot ; fol' ~e 'had, according to custom; 

drawn a handkel'chief round the ·prisoner.'s ,neck, ,as .if 
. threatening to throttle him, and by this ·' means .they . , 
, drewfrom hirri thenames .of all the fellowsmhis gang. , 

Having thus .obtained all the .information he corild givé, 
1 had him conveyedunder escortt6 Illora, whence 

the authorities sent him toe Granada, and in about ti 

fortnight they had the wholegang safely lodged. in 

Granada gaol. 
. . 

These men had, it appears, long been at this work, 

and the civil guards, or gendarmes, were after them . 

. , . ~ . 
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It . was huilg~rthatdrove them ,afield; 
. . ruthless andbloody-mindéá against defenceless .persons; 

they. had '. neither tlie •. s~en~h ñor the .. courag~ .' of . the .... ' 
. lustywel~-fed English :highwaymen oí , thé. good~ " old . 
. times. ".' They can getnoFo~k, . 9r donot ~ like it wh~n 
theyget it, . aIld ' prefer t~ take to. thei~,: murd~rous 'gaUl,e; 
whentheyhope .that surpriseandn~bers may ;:eásily ' 

. overcome . all . resistance. : ' .. : 

a captive,exacting. avery ·he~vy ransóm for ,myrelease. 

That, at least; migllth~ve 'been ~ore profit~bl~forthem 
th~ ,taking ~ylife; . and:that. was . their o?ject,theysaid: .:: 

'The Captah.l~Genera~ in comrilandat ~ ' Granada -sent ~ 

me wórd. tha~ ,:these .wretcheswerethe> most des1?erat~. · 

gang in al1 ~pain, ' ~ndhe professed . 1?iID~elf .greatlY, 
obliged to,· me forenablln.ghim · tOget . holdofthetu . 

. As l ' wasabout toreturn.tó'London,jinfornied,the 
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Captain~General oí rny approaéhiIlg-departure; ~ut t~Id - _ 
him that if 1 was wanted as a witness, .and he had ,me ~ , . ' , -' , 

summoned as snch in go?d time, 1 -woúld put off my . , 

_ journey to further the ends of justice. _ His answerwas 

that 1 'might go at -my own convenience, for now he 

hadthe mruefactors in hand he would know how to 

take cal'e of them. And this is a11 1 ever heard of the 

matter. 

CXXXI. 

Reflecting on this affair, 1 corisidered:_ Supposethe ' : ' 
Duke andDuchess and -her companions, -~1:r. ,Farrer, 

}'Ir. Delune, and theotbers of the Duke' s friends, had ,-

0,11 been there-what a haul for a squad ,OL fourteen ~ 

bandits and cut-throats! [,hey woUld have 'laid 'hold ' 

of the lndies and spirited - them away, not , with the ,: 

gentlest or mostpersuasive, but withresolute an~ em.· 
cient, mnnners; they would have hurried t~em upamong ­

the ,wild ravines behind the gr~at moti~ta~ -: wall~f 
Para panda. From, there it was not iron or ' fire, but"_ -

only gold, and much gold, tbat would ()~couldrescue 
them. Oro we should have risked -a repetition of the 
tragedy thnt wns 'pelformed- not mnny years before -, nt __ : 

~rarnthon. It behovedme to think ofthat, and 1 felt 

it necessary to speculate upon what might be done to · 

,rnake thecottage perfectly- safe against a11 at.tnckslefo~e 
, the distiDgui~hed visitors arrived. 



PREPARATIONS AG·AINST. FURTHER:' ~:rTACK. 

Asthe ,soil was fin~r for the growth of the vine.on . . 

the': hlllside than on the lowergrounds, 1 carne tó the 

resolútion ' .. ~o plant th~whole ··hill ·of La " Torre :,with,' . 

· viney,a~ds,asthe pl~~s wh:u establishedare almost,iIri. · . 

· penetráble ;"to have . ~e trenching ·commenced for, that ... 
· purp6s~ · ' at on6e ; : a1ldwith" the 'rubble~stones th~~' eaIne ~ ' 
-out oí the. gí:oundt~fterw~rds b~ttened up ,the °emban!r_ 

· ment ~nd built a brickwall two feet highail round' upon 

it, . adding . abrick coPing. th~t lapped ov~r it :" so that 

,;when·the work 'was ,compieted La Torre, with.its c~stle 
. and :l?attened-upterrace and parapet coping, ' would ' 

'. ·becomeone of ,the ' l:)afest ,residences in 'a11 Spain" a~d 
c()mmand the . mo~t magniftcentof ~ew~ in . the wo~liI, 
Ha1f~ dozeuservap.ts, JÍf·~9rth their. saJ.t,cohldkeep~"ff(C. · 

·1idndreds 'of brigands tmdóther mal-hombres. ' '" ' 

"'By thesecoD.tIivan~esl , inclosedthe , ~ower 
cottage, 'withthe' stab~es, ,etc., .. withinabeautiful ,:, 

nad,e, anderected :two'pairs ()í handsolIle<iron 

one, pair f~r , an' , entrru1c~ ,coming' , frorn the Bodega, the 

J\folino'house;.nnd' the .' Soto de Roma, und the o.ther 

¡lair for a,n e~J.t~nce fro~Illora . ! und , J .. oja~. and plantea. 
it outwith ,tree,s-,. alt,ogether un arenof severalacres 

of · gnrdens'.; and ~ pleasure . grounds. " , ~he ..•.. . cottnge ' '¡ 

raisedup .tothe , first #oor,but lhadbesi~es tents , iIl 


