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PREFACE.

——. O

THERE is no country about which more books are
yearly written than Spain, yet I would fain flatter
myself that there can be no book more thoroughly
unlike.any" that ever before was published than the one
I have ventured to lay before English readers. |

" Other writers give us accounts of the Peninsula, of
its natural appearance, of its artistic monuments, of its
politics, its history, and literature.

My narrative oxﬂy concerns its people, their cha-
racter, their mode of life, their natural gifts, their short-
comings,—all the good and bad among them with which
a sojourn of several years in one of the most charming
but most secluded spots of the kingdom of Granada
made me acquainted.

Readers who care at all to know what the peasantry
~ really think, say, and do, the type of whose forefathers

was given to the world by Cervantes in his Sancho
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Panza, will not, I hope, find what they have here before
them altogether destitute of interest. 7
My dealings with the late Duke of Wellington, and

my connexion with his Spanish estates in the capacity |
of His Grace’s friend and adviser, as well as the origi-
nator and planter of His Grace’s vineyards and new
olive-grounds, bilildings, and farms, and all the et-
ceteras of a great lordly—formerly royal—domain, may
be considered equally important, though perhaps of less

general importance. v k
’ H. H. HAMMICK.

11 Paut Marr, LonpoN:
April 1885,
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'ﬁ_v_UNDER the above tltle Mr A Gallenda pubhshed last ; ‘
i year, in the first volume of his ‘Iberlan Remnnscences : ‘
- (pp- 284 to 299)’ en a(-count of a large Property m

; : If‘-’the terrltory of Gr'mada bearmg the names of Molmo"
.del Rey” land Soto de Roma, owned” by lns Grace‘ i
~ the: Duke of Wellmgton a nobleman known in’ SPam,, :

under the title of ¢ Duque de Ciudad Rodngo Inhis
descnptxon of the estate, which he visited in his capac1ty':f.

of cor1espondent of the szes in ‘1869, Mr. Gallenga i

made some allusmns to the relatlons ex1stmg between

the noble owner - of- that property and myself, who -

at that time had charge of it as the Duke s friend,

- or, as they say in Spam, admxmstrador or apoderado' .«

(representatwe and. plempotentnry) SR
As, W1th rcspect to these relat1ons, some dlﬁ'erence
arose in later tunes between the Duke and myself I o

VoL 1. R
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deem it desnable, in the 1nterest of both partles to
ent_er into some explanations which may satisfy all fair
‘ and reasonable persons as to the point on which I was

“at variance with his Grace. With-this view I deem =~

it exped1ent to call the reader’s attention to the fifteen o

‘:pages of Mr. Gallenga s work" mentmned above which
have refelence to the subject, reservmg the hberty of ‘
addmg in this book such observatmns as. may throw

. light on ‘that part of it in which - my conduct and that Bk

- of the Duke—in our- respectne pos1t1ons——are con-
'(‘erned ;

Before I proceed Wlth that part of the subJeot with

” Whlch I 'am personally concerned, I thmk the reader_*:

".'“‘ff.wﬂl be glad to read in a few words the account of the

estate of Soto de Roma as given: by R1chard Ford in

 the second edition- of hlB ‘Handbook for Spam, pub--_ s
lished by Murray in 1847. * This property, he says, .,

- *lies about three leagues from Granada, and i is bounded : -

_“on the west. by the Sierra de Elvira, which. rises like

a throne over the carpeted Vega. It contams about_*' B

= 4,000 acres ; 3, it was an appanage .of the kmgs of Gra-

» ‘nada, and ‘was crranted by the Spamsh soverelgns at
different dates to “various subJects and in'.1776 by

King Charles -IIL. to Richard Wall, an Irishman, his e

- former. mlruster It passed subsequently throuo'h other
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. hands, and 1(; had reverted to the Crown, When at
the close- of the War of Independence in 1814 it was -

: _granted by the. Cortes to the first Duke of Welhngton

in the name of the Spamsh natlon grateful for hxs‘f"f{./

signal services. The grant. was ‘confirmed ‘and sanc.

tioned - by a royal decree of Ferdmand Wil “who
~ bestowed 1 upon the owner the trtle of Duque de Cmdad_ A
iROdrlgo : AR T i
g (- should be borne m mmd that nelther the ﬁrst o
"Dike of Welhngton nor his son and helr, the. late .

- Duke, ever had lelsure or mch.natlon ‘to V1s1t the - i

Spamsh propelty of which they had claimed possessmn

«for; s1xty—mne years. ‘In 1814 Ford’ states, ¢ Sir i

Henry Wellesley, actmg in behalf of the great Duke,
.appomted as manager the contador or accountant of
i1 the Marquis of Alcamces ~ This latter, however m-' i
trusted the ‘affair to General O’Lawlor, an Irish - gen-

‘ -tleman in the. Spamsh serv1ce, Who, as aide-de- camp,

 had stood at the conquerm s srde in all his glorlous
ﬁelds _ e SRT '
) The Whole property, in 1815 produced about‘

3 OOOZ a year; it then declined in- common with all iy £

* other estates in the Ve(r-r everythmg got worse, renite 1

decreased and burdens increased.”  Ford; who probab]y_ :
was acquainted with General O’ L'xwlor asserted that = -
*'the General ‘put everythmrr into repan' ; thmt Where;. =

every other pr oprletor was robbed he d1d not allow the

'112"
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| Duke to be 1obbed that far ﬁom makmcr ]ns fortune' ;
by his stewardship, O'Lawlor was a loser by the situas x

tion, which he held from pure love and respect to his

I' great master,’ etc. Without admitting the ¢ calumnies ’ w

o whlch were spread by malevolence against O’Lawlor | | i

| in Spain, and of which Lord Londonderry in ignorance 1
. made himself the echo in ]]ngland two facts ‘result’

from Ford’s own defence of O’Lawlor s character : 1st, =

that he did accumulate a large fortune ; ; 2nd that he - -
had many irons in the fire, among- ,others the most

_profitable mines at Bejra, which probably determined
his frequent absence from the estate, and prevented his

* paying suﬂiment attentlon to the Duke S mterests in it.

. - ,,“,.'};:.._’_,_T_l‘ - SRR III.

“Ta's letter addressed to the late Duke of Welhngton :
' by the landowners, fenants and labourers of .the sur--
rounding district, dated September 1872, and bearing
~ five hundred mgnatures, an account is given of the
-stewardship of the various aoents who had charge of the -
estate up to that year ; and with respect to the agency -
of General O’Lanor it is stated that he may be said to
have been rather a tenant (arrendatario) than an agent
~ (administrador). The letter of the five ‘hundred adds
" that the p"rope‘rty of the Soto de Roma consisted then -
of -alamedas (great’ avenues planted w1th trees like
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those of the Royal Park of AranJ uez), a]l of Whlch; i

'_O’Lawlor cut down, plouohmg the ground, and culti- i

-~ vating it for his ‘own ‘account, as Well as the Dehesa

Baja (or Lower Pasture). and the ad30mmg farm (cov-'u“ iy ¢

. tijo), now. belongm to - Don Carlos ‘Marfori, the lasf;y"; N

"[favoumte of Queen Isabella prewous to her dethronen' i
ment and expulsion in 1868 S g I :

si General o Lawlor accordmrr to thls ‘same- letter, T

* was a thrifty farmer, so that m a certam season the - G

olives - (olivano) yielded as many as 14, 000 arrobas' : ‘ ; ’
(about 3,500 cwt.) of oil ; and the letter adds that the -
- General ¢ accumulated a large fortune dunng hls adency, e ,Q

L wlnch came to an end in 1845

In that year the estate was mtrusted to the manage- . Ll
ment of Don Roberto Gnndlay. : Thls new adent

_(apoderado), not W1sh1n0’ to-be burdened with the
cultivation of the estate, f'u‘med out nearly all the land,

the best part of which his ‘pledecessor had kept 1n.'

hand, exactmg s0 hlgh a rent that some, ot the tenants :

had to pay as much as 320 reals (8L 43) per marjal (a 'v_ﬂfj_‘1 o

Spanish measure, about 27 square yards : the Spamsh :
yard is three inches less than an English yard), arent

almost equlvalent to the actual purchase pnce of the Wi &

land the acrent h1mse1f only farmm ga few acres, Wlth W
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fheLower Pasture (Dehesa BaJa), the olive: grounds Vel
and a piece - of land called Haerte Majara ; but this ,

agent’s management was 80 mggardly and lmprowdent LR

~ that “the estate gradually fell into decay Nor were
‘ “matters hLely to improve under Grmdlay S successor, - i
" " Don Juan Mark, a brother of Mr. Mark, her Majesty’s -
| ;, ~Consul at Malaga, who let out to farmers even the few
- acres which Grmdlay had kept in hand, demanded a

no less exorbitant rent and cut down several rows of
poplar-trees which hlS predecessors had left standmcr '

. Mr Mark re81ded ordmarﬂy at "\/Ialaga havmg only -
: -at th1s ‘time twice V1s1ted the Duke s property, which
Cin his absence he. left to the care of a Spamard Don -
- José Calzado, as hls sub aoent formerly a clerk in the
" : consul s office, : / o

HOW the estate could thmve unde1 the manacrement

: lof the absentee steward of an qbsentee landlord 1t ‘can- -
: ‘not be dlfﬁcult to imagirie, But were ‘there any doubt
 on the subJect it would be set at rest by the letter
- of the five hundred which I have before alluded to,
- and W]llch gives a descnptmn of its cond1t10n certamly
ot to be charged w1th exaggeratxon ; ‘

S Durmo‘ the pemod of Sen01 VIaxk’s adxmmstratlon

' 1 Tanto quiiso economtsar, the Spamsh expressxon < He was 80 eager to
save,’ conveys the 1dea. that he saved for hvmsclf :
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the letter says, ‘the cultwatmn of the ohves had been
-sadly neglected and ‘the productmn of oil had sunk to:_«' :
2 000 or 3,000 arrobas barely one- s1xth of the average - -
. yleld of former - years The Whole Lower Pasture:f
: (Dehesa Baja), 1f we except the land of the Huerte Ma-
 jara, was left to take care of 1tself' Wl]lcll it d1d so well
‘- that 1t was soon’ covered w1th a thick tancrle of Weeds,
: bra,mbles, and bushes of no ‘LVﬂll for | any other purpose :
than to shelter game for sp01tsmen All the houses e
. and premlses, barns, sheds ete., Were m rums The
~ Casa Redl (Royal House, in’ olden tlmes the abode of .
the Cathohc sovelelgns) has become the haunt of glp'
‘sies 5 an unclean mass of rubb1sh sheltermg beggars"',
: and vafrabonds, a good many of them a prey to the “’::
Wastmo‘ fever of the Vega.. It was a PlCtllI'e of desola— .

1sery Throurrhout the Whole extent of the
: domam “‘there was ot one mlle of practxcable road.
The canals, which. covered the land in every d_u'ectlon'.""
» for the purposes of 1rr1rrat10n (o‘d works bearing wit-

Were choked up here and there . by the rums of the :
-~ fallen" brldores, and overﬂowed the ﬁelds, turmng the ‘v,’ ]
lowest grounds into quao‘mlres and breaking- upon the
roads ‘and paths, _Wh.lch Were thus obhterated and at‘“;
‘ 'lrrwatlon tlme, when the Waters Were hlgh became ,’:
' lmpassable To these evﬂs no. attempt was. maae to”_‘-‘
: ﬁnd a remedy, no eﬁ"orts towa,rds 1mprovement of any
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~ kind upto very late years, when 4 steam-engine; to
- drive the mill to crush the olives for oil, was imported - .
from England, toge’rher with other agricultural imple- -
ments of recent contrlvance, most of which were found

_ unsuited to the soil’ (more plobably to the ignorant -
and stubborn nature of its cultivators). ‘And through- = -«

out all that period of years no building ever rose from |
the ground except a small farm-labourer s house: and

: premlses at Huerte Mapra, A R g‘

VI

“In- tlns condition T found the Duke s estate at the

8 -btlme of my ﬁrst visit.

“In the autumn of the year: 1854 I was for several o

e..‘-‘monthe in the Crimes, where T was brought into. fros .

_ quent intercourse with Miss Nightingale, Lord Raglan 5
~Lord Lyons, Lord Stratford de Redcliffe, and where T~

i . endeavoured to make myself useful‘ ina vamety,of charit- :
‘able and other practical ways. On my return, after a
short stay at Constantinople and Smyrna, I toockmy

“passage to Gibraltar, whence I made my way to Cadiz, -
- Cordova, and Montilla, thence to Granada. Whilst

there, T asked permission of Don Roberto (Jrrmdlay,.;
the Duke’s agent, to see his Grace’s- property of - Sotein il

~de Roma; but was answered. that in ‘consequence . of '

“the heavy rains, Soto de Roma._ was under water ; the 4
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rivers had: broken from the1r course swept away. several'.

'.brldges, broken up some. Water-mﬂls, and rendered the‘. i

. road unpracmcable My prOJected v151t had therefore,
on that occasion to be given mp: s Seiminiiie gt
BUu three years later in the autumn of 1858 I was :

; aoram in Spam on a ndmg tour with a fnend a tour'.wff e
which, begmmng at the Pyrenees, took us, vid B]lbao,.vf'ji-g"

, Santander, Valladohd Toro Zamora Salamanca, e

Madmd and. Cordova, again to Montilla, At this latter

" place I had my wine-cellars, i in. the charge of my agent,

~ Don Luis J urado; a- gentleman farmer of hlB ownland,” .

: renowned for his knowledore of vme plantmg and for _j

- _gaithe productlon of supenor wines.

This Don Lms mv1ted us to accompany h1m to hlS --

K-Cortz_]o (farm) As We approached the: place I deecrledi= e

ta great cloud of dust ahead of us, and as we came up to v

it we were shown the Way into a field Wthh was bemg

 laid out for wheat. I counted about a hundred ploughs *

“at work, " each drawn by a yoke of oxen, and as we S

passed each labourer stopped his oxen and saluted us"

with becoming dignity. ~Aswe rode on e met another- 2

cloud of dust, and had to get out of the way, for tllle‘
" was another herd of oxen on its way to the field we had

~ Left, to reliev:e those which had been at work since day- '

- break. I greatly pleased the old gentleman by telling -
‘him that in the midst. of these agmcultural operatrons‘ ‘,
on so large a scale he remmded me of one of the
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patrmrchs of the grand old tlmes, and I ‘was by no“ s i
~ eans surprlsed to. see. such s1gns of veneratmn ‘as his o

servants showed h1m The men in: thelr clean whlte:» ’

linen. shu'ts and the1r handkerch1efs over their heads, :
and red sashes round their waists; and their. hemp

ik sandal shoes, were a healthy lookmO‘ set of fellows and :
~they were the same as Don Luis Jurado brought 10

Molino del Rey a feW years later to Work 1n the Duke s
'serwce ' , e R L R
Don Luis was a smcerely reho'lous man, and charit-
‘able to the poor ‘He had an altar near his bedroom for': _
- the celebratmn of private mass. He was Very spare
- in diet, never drank anything but Water and that of the
purest ‘his habits being common to all the members of

- his family and kindred—all fine specimens of that old

NTF A:f';._',:apamsh sterhng uprlghtness and Spamsh pnde Whmh

/7 it is so rare to find nowadays BTN R R e

~ During our ‘stay at Montllla we. agam heard to B

"+ what'a rumous state the Dukes property had been‘f_',

v\suffered to. fall If reports were. to. be beheved there
£ was nothmcr so bad in all Spam e O T

..Wi.’ ’

S My busmess in Montllla bemcr done, we. proceeded G
et to Granada vid Cabra, Prleo'o, and Alcala Real, one of
Pa the most plcturesque rides in the Pemnsula At Granada‘
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TFIRS'I‘ VISIT TO THD ES’I‘ATI]

We again apphed to Mr Grmdlay for perm1ssmn to see:" .'
the Duke s estate “The. leave was granted but we Were:“
R Warned that We should have to wade through a flooded ;
: country, and such we found to be the case. . We started. . 3
. early in the mornmg for Santa Fé W]nch We reached'ﬁjt.‘f
i three hours but were. several hours maklng our : Way e
over: broken roads and swollen Watercourses ‘and ‘not” .
"W1thout many mlshaps to ourselves and our horses,
‘before we ahghted at the Duke ] vﬂhge of I‘ uent L

+ On. crossmg the bndo'e we Were beset by a swarm of
i 'betrgars, a score or: two of them not more than half-clad o
in wretehed rags, who complalned that they had no -
-,'bread that the land was under Water, all Work at L
standstlll _many dymg of fever and Want 5 and they Lt
3 earnestly entreated us to acquamt their lord the Duke
- of Ciudad Rodngo w1th their miserable condition,
- We proceeded on our way, along a fine avenue. of

old elm.- trees, to the Casa Real, the old royal mansion, ‘
~which we found surrounded by pools of stagnant water,-
The Woodwork on the ground ﬂoor had been burnt for”;' o i
- ﬁrewood there were no doors or “mdows, the walls i
Were cracked and crumbhng, the upper Hoor was . ' &
,tenanted by glpsms ;- we had to balt our horses Wlth L
. our own bread 3 e B i e

" As we went on, all we had heard in Montﬂla abouh o

,-'_the havoc and dllapldatron of the Duke 8 estate recewed
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ample. conﬁrmatmn The: beaut1fu1 Woods had been )
stripped of their timber, the canals which gave the land Tyt
~its chief value had fallen into decay, and their’ destruc-

tion had involved the estate in endless lawsuits with - .

- its neighbours. The Duke’s cottages were far worse

than any in Spain, many without windows, with sfag-}_
nant water in the ground floor during part-of the winter,

~ the roofs falling through, and the tiles carried away. -
The beautiful old olive-trees which had been planted "=
by Godoy, the Prince of Peace, in 1806 had never been .
,pruned or trimmed ; they had grown 1nto one another n : o !
“'a thick canopy that no sun could penetrate and the e
““ground was overgrown with weeds up to our horses’
* knees. Hence the fall in the yleld of ohves to one-fifth =
of the average of former years and had th1q state of_ s
~ 'things 'continued, it would have ceased altogether ina =
few years, the trees growing too old to be pruned to
-‘any good purpose, for the Wood would have become too i
‘hard . and brittle to produce healthy young shoots, 8O
that i in the course of time nothing could have been done

but renew the whole plantation.

‘The worst of 1t was that the estate was ﬁeely open i
to plunder, for it was in ‘the hands of guards who took
bribes to absent themselves from duty, and the thleves i

had everythmd at their dlscretlon

From the Soto de Roma we proceeded to the hﬂly - :
”pari_: of the estate, called the ) Molino del Rey, and W‘ere; »

T e S s
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aken throurrh the ohve-ground above descrlbed Three
mlles farther W e Ieft the Duke s land on the. Wa,y to LOJa 2
L We ernvecl at, LOJa late at mght and the next morn-
ing we: went-to Ma,lafra, where we took steamer for G1b-

: vilaltar, and thence after a short excursmn 1o the coestﬂ
" of ‘Africa, took our passage»to“ Cadlz, Llsbon, Oporto,l
~ and Vi 100, and embarked at th1s latter place in one of
‘ "the Pemnsular and Onental steamers for Enghnd

a Up to thls tlme I had had no acquemtance W1th the‘
» __5Duke of W'e]hntrton ; nor unt11 he Wrote to me from hls ,

hlnted that 1f I happened to be trave].hng that Way, he
= _Would be pleased to see ne. bt went at’ once, and was ":it
1ece1ved Wlth much respect and kmdness Before dmner ‘
his Grace be«ged me to accompany him to_ his cellar'_
" and draw some Wme from each cask As the wine Wasj‘_
drawn the Duke handed 1t to h1s guest .the" MarshaI
Ok d_WIac’\Iahon Duke of Madenta, requestmg h1m to taste
L the wines a.nd tell hlm What he thought of them The.

: NIarshal as he handed back Ins glass declared thatj
they Were the purest neatest, and best-flavoured Wmes .
- .he hﬂd ever met w1th Yooy :
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The Duke was hlghly pleased and charged me Wlth ferd ;
a handsome present of game to take home to Mrs. Ham-~
5 m1ck ‘and from that day his Grace frequently honoured"‘ e :
me W1th visits in Pall Mall and gave orders for. othe1

: wmes '

; Tn the autumn of 1863 a friend and myself pro-_f o
~+ jected a tour through Egypt and the Holy Land,. The '
journey, however, was to begm vid Spam, where I was 5
desirous of seelng Montilla and other parts of Andalusia. g
=~ Ontmy mformmg the Duke of my mtended trip, and -
“offering my services if he had occasion for them, he i

“told me that if I happened to go through Granada he ;:(

4 'would ‘be much obliged if T Would just gwe a glance

- UL Vover his estate of Soto de Roma, and give him some e
 adviee about what should and could be done,- for the
| pmperty was m an. . unsatlsfactory state, and broucht“i
“him no revenue.’ ~He betrged me also that bemO‘ ‘at’
Cau'o, 1 should procure h1m a bag of genume Mocha‘;“,.l
coﬁ'ee of the best quahty I w1111n0'1y undertook both"_" .

commlssmns

I travelled stlmght to- Montxlla Where my agent {2
5 Don Luis J urado, hearing of my mtended visit -to -the

" : Duke 8 estate, volunteered to. accompany Zigh takmd“ s




gt latter for ohve—trees, so that 1f ‘the Duke Would plan

SECOND vrsrr 'ro THE IJSTATD

- 'Wlth lnm h1s nephew, and the chlef wme broker of the :
e dlstrlct Don Antomo Paula, bes1des some of hls best,.
" men It “occurred to- these {riends of ‘mine that 1t-‘vf:
_-'wwould not be enough to look over the estate Dut thatv'f,:
they should smk plts in varlous places to ascertam""-'
* the real nature and capabﬂlty of the soil 5 and havmg‘f

.‘agreed to this, we started on horseback" I- bearmg _al |
: the expenses of the cavalcade“: ,
ik Ony the evening of the second day we amved at
"the Duke s estate ’\l[olmo del. Rey, a;nd put up at thef‘l
_ posada of the vﬂlage of Ilora. 'We Went all over the
. estate, W1thout belng notlced by any of the clerks or_.i?\;-
‘ --._-?;other oﬁ‘icrals, and sank p1ts three feet»deep in’ vanou .
parts of the domam" ';'We found that:" the hills Were
almost of pure hme W1th rubble—stone underneath and

the same Was the ‘ase lower down, Wlth deeper soﬂ

_n'on and clay The former was
pronounced to be ﬁrst-class s011 for vmeyards and the;ﬁ_

£ 1t properly by trenclnng the land deeply beforehand
; he Would ﬁnd that he had an. Eldorado in l]lS estate 3

A I 1mmed1ately commumcated tlns 1eport to. 'hn.
+ Grace, addmg that I Would place two thousand of the
: best vme-plants at ]ns d1sposa1 throutrh ‘my. agent Don



16 ¢ AN ENGLISH LSTATE N SPAIl\

Luis Jurado at Montllla dnd that on my Way to Grb— 5
' 'r.thar vid Malaga, I would see Mr. Mark, her Majesty’s
Consul at Malaga, and through him acquaint Mr. John iy

-Mark h1s Grace’s aﬂent with what had been done. -

} " On the following day, in fact, I was at’ Malaga saw -
_ the -consul, left the message: for his brother, and took«’.f_,
- passage in the steamer for Gibraltar. Before leavmg,[ :
~ however, I had an opportunity of seeing Mr. John -
Mark. = T informed him of all that had occurred and', i
" strongly recommended him to- make a trial -of the oox
| plantatlon, as I felt sure that by 80 domg he Would

S '-have the approval of the Duke,

E Xli.

a2 'Leavmg the matter in the agent’s 'ha'nds,' 1 proceeded_ :Iv i
70 to Gibraltar, and »the\nce to '.Al'exandri_a “and Cal"ro‘.i :
~_ Thanks to the kindness of the late Lord Lytton?an& his A
- brother, Sir Henry Bﬁlwer(aﬁerw\ardé qurd‘f-Diﬂling),:f'*?5'.\:'
| .v  then ambassador at Constantiﬁople; T .was enabled to . -

. goup ’the‘_Nile to Assouan and “bzrck' in a small éteamér
~ placed at my disposal by the Khedive, thus accomplish-

 ing in thirty days a journey Whlch would otherwme"

have taken three months., ‘On my return to Alexandrla,

“in the first week of February 1864, I embarked in a :
_ ' Russian. steamer for Jaffa. .We landqd there with much -
~ difficulty and some danger, thence rode to JeruszilemQ e

Ayt . = a5,
R A 5
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vrsxted the Holy Places, rode to Jerlcho, .to the banks‘
“of the J ordan to Bethlehem to Hebron, etc., the Journey
being especmlly memora,ble masmuch as: the keeper of
the Mount of Ohves ‘and the Garden of Grethsemanek
Qn the
banks of the J ordan. e ﬁlled our empty bottles vof

favoured me Wlth sundry lots of ﬂower seeds

Mont1lla wme with- Jordan Water, Whlcll were sent to
Dngland throuO‘h Mr Jo ames, ‘our consul at Jerusalem
; and an Amencan traveller bound to London, Where the
Water came in tune to be used for the chnstemng of
Prince Albert chtor, the Prmce ‘of Wales 8- eldes
~son -1. and what was of more moment to me, a
_ Hebron I V1s1ted the vmeyard of Eschol and obtamed‘
P number of vme-plants, Wh1ch I conveyed to. Jeru—
salem and thence, packmg them carefully in so1l sent
them to h1s Gracc the Duke of Wellmgton.

XIII

Hav1n0' thus completed our Syrmn tr1p, we Went
- back in an:Austrian boat laden with donkeys to Alex- !
andrm, and thence proceeded to Glbra.ltar. ‘ Trom
" Gibraltar I went up to Montilla, where I was- shown
' the 9 000 plants 1 had prowded for the Duke’s agent :
\Ir. MarL who I was deeply mortlﬁed to learn, had

1 In memory of tms event I put on one sxde several butts of my best b
wines of this year's vmtan'e, not to be used until after the youn«v Prince -
~came of age, and marked them P. A V No. 10 :

©“VOL.:

."~'<.,' 2
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" taken no step regardlno the plantatlon and indeed,
had completely dlsregarded my request and advice.
From Montilla 1 travelled to En gland, vid Bordeaux, :
“where I made a short stay, and arrived in Pall. ,Mf}ll,-';
“about the first week in April. | ' e

XIV

The Duke of ‘Vellmgﬁon ‘had- repeatedly called m
Pall Mall, and showed some anmety to be- mformed_"' e

of my return the  very moment -of my arrival.

" Allowing mé barely a day for rest, his Grace came to ti

*'me and inquired whether the 2,000 vine-plants. had._. '_"-—

‘been sent for by his agent On' hearmg that they

“had not, he was - serlously dlspleased and declared that, -
J ‘:.-V;A-as Mr. Mark ‘had lost a year, by his neglect he should - Y

i not be the man to ‘plant his vineyard. He begged me Ao

to write to - ‘my a(rent Don’ Lms Jurado, _to ask hlm HRed

5 if he would: undertflke ‘the’ plantatlon H and so eager;; A

was he about it thqt 1 had to write at once, his Grace |

msntlng on postmg my letter with his own . hand, N

* asking me how long it would be before an answer.could =

e recelved .On heamng that it would take a fmtmght ey |

" he: expressed his  intention to call for it a fortnight
P g dayen W hen e called again - he found the .

' : e\pected answer of Don. Lms JLrado who said that %

s at hls age (seventy four) he had hlS hands suﬂ‘iclently,




o3 stood the work; Wlth hxm, he Would be ‘at his Gmce 8.

PLANTI\'G THE FIRS'PF VI‘TEYARD

' full Wltll hxs Montllla busmess ; but that “if he: Were‘i:f:
~allowed to take hlS own ‘men, who practlcfxlly under-“

service. . The Duke Was well: pleased and des1red me
to make all the necessary arrangements and to supply{'
mll that Don Lms and h1s men mlght requ1re.

All this was done < the Duke gave me the ‘funds
for the purpose, and early in_ September Don LulS
with ‘all his staff of planters, ‘over s1xty 1n number
.'_Abes1des Water -carriers, wood- cutbers, charcoal burners :
and stone-carriers, with their horses, pack saddles, carts'
and a httle host of lebourers “were on the spot

' On my arnval at: Mohno del Rey I found eve1y
thmO' going on in a most business- like ~ordet. - The -
-wood-cutlers were clearm«r the land of shrubs and trees
:of the evergreen - oak ; the eh1rcoal burners ‘were i
cqrrymg it off and - plhng it into” heaps- ready for-fiji""?'-
charring ; the trenchers were hard" at. work followmg
each other till a three-feet depth was’ atmmed the-i j;vi*‘
rubble-stones were: thrown back over the land, and the-j . £
stone-carriers were gathering them and cartmg them
off. Hundreds of mules and. donkeys were employed iy
in this work. The W 'tter carrxers were supplymg ater‘-;;"ﬂf"
to- quench the tlnrst of th e labourmO‘ men md horses
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20 AN ENGLISH. ESTATE IN - smm

It was one of the two ﬁnest sxghts I had ever.seeit

in farming." The men, W1th ‘their Whlte linen shlrts,'.;‘-: o

XYL

As a contrast to’ thls gay 51ght I must descrlbe the ,‘:: i

: theirr red sashes round their waists, thelr velvet breeches-'
L and sandal hemp shoes looked e‘ztremely plcturesque

accommodatlon of the Duke’s’ houee at Mohno delf
Rey. The house had been tW1ce burnt down and re~. it

“agent’s: carrlage ‘the daughter, only one year o]der to

- live Wlth the: same ‘sub- agent for lmmoral P“"Poaes
" The mother’s consent had been forced ﬁom ‘her by
: threats ‘of. turmng her out- of her house I took the

' old woman as a domestlc servant, and learnt from her
. that her husband was a very able capataz or fOreman' :

at the Molino house and Don Luis Jurado ~assured -

pmred with the half-burnt t1mber ‘that had remalned,
“after the fire had been put out years before. It was
: -:["kcpt by a poor Wldow Whose ‘husband had dled rather A .
| ,suddenly, no. one seemed to know from what cause, and ¢

" her children, one son and one dalwhter had been taken e

~from’ her : the son; aged fourteen, to dmve the sub—y

" me that the poor man’s death. was ‘caused by the water | |

& ~ of the well, into which the sewage had been suffered

to ,percolate I exammed the water, which was beauti-

. fally clear, but the‘ very bad smell of ‘which “told the -




