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his gardenvwhich is remarkable for its pro­

. fusion of flowers, its myrtle bowers, its aca•

. .cias, and its orange-trees, which 1 saw there
. for the first time ,as a. wall-fruit. 1 counted

.no fewer than sixteen in one cluster.
~ . Lhave several times spoken of "Valencia

tiles, '.',which, in all the cities of the south of
. Spain, are used for floors; and are not only ,

highly ornamental, .but most appropriate ,to .

the climate. ,In.Valencia, these tiles are" of

course, more ' universally in use than else-

where, owing to their greater cheapness ; but

'the best qualities are expensive, even when

bought át the manufactor~. ' .1 saw there a .
very. l árge .. assottment, · ~ary.ing in ·.pri~e ac- .
cording:~o the design, .from. two to ~ix reals ;
ana :wlien it isconsidered that thesquares
are .notrnore than nine i~ches, itis obvious, .
that tocover an extensive suite ofapartments

with .thesejit ]8. a-piece, must be greatly

more "expensive . than the most sumptuous : ,
. . . ' . ' . . "

' .carpet .· A good workrnan, employed in paint- : ..

ing the tiles, earns as _much as a dallar . per
day..

. . .: 1 now prepared to .IeaveValencia. .. There
. .· is a diligence twice a week to Barcellona;
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but, being desirous of visiting the site of the

ancient Saguntum (now Murviedro), 1 're­

'solved to make onlypartial useof the public

conveyance•. : .A ccordingly, having hired .a

. tartana, IleftValencia after in early break­
fast, and took the road to Murviedro. ' About
half a league from Valencia, .stands the Con­
vento de los"Reyes, ,one ,of the richest in Spain;

, andTeaving rny little .vehicle at .thei gate, 1

applied .for leave to see the interior, which
, , '

was immediately accorded ' by .avery civil, '

and "even courteous rnonk, who accompanied

'm.e:throughthe building;. .Ina former chap­
ter, when ,speakin-g ,of tbe richesofthe ,cQn~

vents, '1 refersed to tbis, and mentioaed tlie

conversation ,tbat passed between .the .friar
anurnyself; Ineed not, therefore, repeat .it

bere. '" .Thevchief distinction, . however, of

this convent,is the collection ofmanuscripts ..
, which were bequeathed to itby the founder,

' who, ' along withhis magnificentendowment, ,
, , . .

, enjoined that every dayr .and forever; a mass

.should "be said for .the repose ,.of' .his -soul.' '

AlIlong themanuscripts,I was shown a fine
copyof Livy, .andunany illuminatedcopies
of the fathers; but the chief treasure is .the ' " '

•• , #'
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· Reman de la Rose, of so early a date as the
ninth century, 1 was glad I to .see the friar .
show sometbing like enthusiasm in display-

.ing these literary treasures,
Stillcontinuing to pass through the rich

vale, · we gradually approached the ancient
Saguntum ; andpassing a thick...olivewood,
where 1 observed two Franciscan friars tend-:
ing ·a· flock of sheepv we wound round the

· .base of ·the .hill upon which the fortress
.stands, . and entered the town. . One can

, scaFcely be accused of affectation in saying

that this spot, so connected with the most
· momentous. perioas ··.in .€a~thagenian .._and

Reman history', 'cannot Be viewed witli indif- ·

feJ1~BCe; and 1 hastened to leave .the posada
and ascend the hill. .' The .hill of Saguntum, . .

about a mile .and a half long, and Iess than a
quarter of arnile broad, .is nowsurmounted

bya modern fortress; but mingled with its
walls, andcovering other parts of the summit. . .

of the hilJ, and strewing its sides, the ruins of .
the ancient Saguntumare everywhere.visible.- ·
The most entire .among these .ruins, though .

quite 'a . ruin, 'is '.the theatre; . parts of the . .
outer ~waI Is are :st ill standing; and the seats



350 SPAIN IN 1830.

hewn out of the .rock, are likely to~email1 for

.ever. l ' ascended to the summit by a steep

ascent, but by agood road, 'const ructed from.
the tOWIl to . the .fortress, ·where Iwas ad-"

" .

mitted after a little hesitation. ·· Evenif there
hado been rio vestige .of antiquity .here , .the

'view from the .summit 'would ·have 'we'll' re­

paid the labour of the ascent; for ~ the wide;

rich, and populous plain of Valencia stretched , .

beforeme, .bounded, fortyrniles distant, .by

~ the mountains of San Felipe,-tbe .city in its ,,'

eentre ; tllE~ sea; almost washing ·the .footof
the hill;' spread towards the SOUtl1, bounded
by the horizon; wlli le ,l o tllé nortlf andoeast;

ruins spread over tne fore-·g"vóand;.baeked by
a range ofromantic mountains; and the coast of

Valencia, stretched ina long curveiof .green .
ando'woodéd' fertility;: "till no longer distin­

guishable.from the watersthat laved it..·. . .:J ~ ~ . .

..:-" · ~Whéther.· owing to tbe
J

length: of timeiI

lingered in the fortress. ior my narrow scrutiny

of .its walls and ramparta.or ·the .r umours of
, .

.'revolution andrefugees.T somehow awakened

the suspicions of the non-commissioned officer

on guard ; . and "while .looking . into a' small

ruined 'building that .. seemed half -ancient,
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half 1110deJ·n, 1 -was .addressed By a ,soldier,

who said he had instructions too carry' me

befare the governor. 1, oí course made' no

remonstrance, especially as 1 had satisfied rny
curiosity, and suffered myself tú be marched

into the town, and .to tbe governor's bouse, .

attended by á corporal.iand followed by, 'a

soldier with his shouldered musket~· :"The
governor had gone to the paseo,- and although

1 knew that dinner .was ready at the posada;
1 was obliged to wait thereturn of this great

man. ' The soldiers desired me rather roughly
~---

to wait in the open yard; .but 1 took the
libert~ of knoekiil1g at the g~\fernrir~s Qt")or ;. ai.Itla e,a I

, entering his liouse ~ittI6Ut' Jea:v;e, ~ , seated

JnT .. mYisel~ upon "his sofa to wait. his arrival,

When" he entered the-room; 1 took the first

word, saying it was the most extraordinary

thingin theworld that an Englishman, carry­

ing ,a 'proper passport, should be marched',

through tbe town like a felón; and detained
for an hour, when bis conduct had afforded

no ground iof suspicion. .The governorre-, •

plied that. the soldiers supposed l, wasu
Frenchn1an.· " He Iooked slightly at iny pass­

port, ,said 'he was sorry 1 had been detained,
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and 1 made rny bow, ,vellpleased to return

to the posada and to dinner..

But although 1 had escaped from the go-
. vernor, the alcalde thought himself bound, as .'

civil magistrate, to take sorne cognizance ofa
stranger who had attracted the suspicion of

the military powers. Accordingly,while 1

was sitting after dinner, enjoying my dessert,

and a bottle of excellent wine, two visitors .

were announced ; and the alcalde.. with a

.sabre buckled round his .waist,' and with

~--. some lesser .insignia oí office, and accompa..
~--

~_-.. nied by a' friend, entered the apartment.. He
.---

.Iaiaaside ~is. sabre, lightedr his segar, and e e·
,

then explaine~ tlie elJjeet of liis ~is i ti . · .Strict

andeps, he said, had been received at all the

'. fortified towns .along the sea coast,. to keep a
watchful eye .upon strangers,. particularly

French ;. and. as. positive injunctions had
been given by tbe governor, tbat no stranger
should be admitted within the fortress, it was

supposed 1 .had .bribed the soldiers..I. an-­

swered, .: that in the first place 1 was not a

Frenchman; and that in tbe second place,' l.
had not bribed the soldiers, unless he consi­
dered it bribery togive a peceta to the person
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who tOOK' the trouble to walk· round .the for- .

tress with me. ',The alcalde thensaid.. that if

1 .was not a .Frenchman, that altered the
, r, • I

case'; :that .he knew 1 hadtold thegovernorI
was an 'E nglishman ; . but .that the 'governor

was:so.short-sighted; .that he .could not .. read
, rny :designation; , &c~ 7 in . : the p..assport ;.' and
that he (thealcaldejwould be glad to see · it~ ,
With .this request l .of coursevimmediately
complied; and the 'alcalde .being ,satisfied

from an .inspection of my passport.. that 1
was; ' what 1 pretended tobe, buckled on his

:sabre, :·re-ligh ted his segar; which the import­

ance-:.:of :his :mission had. ,made. .him ,forget 'j

.and .withan ap()lo~ :fet, the intrusioD~' , left me
' .to ' ~relate' tbe -history of .his.. vis.~t in the next
-room, .where l ' 1 .heard ...his -voice..: along .with ,

others, at least an hour longer. , ' ,>,:.< ;':

~ 1 knewthat between Murviedro: and Tar­
ragona there. was 'no.t .much to interest the

travellerr-andT accordingly' resolved to take
. . . , ..

.advantage of .the ;' diligen~e ' ; , which pa-s$es '

.through. ··Murviedro befare' JIlidnig"ht,.!:. Oh,. ~jts

.way :to .Barcellona. ' l .found avacantplace,
"andt .rolledouward as fast -as-seven-mules. ,

, 'VOL . , 11." , . ' 2'A
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could "carry .me-.~ . · l ' passed in the 'dark,

through N ules, and Villa Real ; and othrough

a "coúntry', :as far as 1 was able to judge, fer­
tile and well wooded. ~ .At the earliest dawn
'we reached Castellori ; :but it was too early
to gain admittanceto the church -of Domini­
cans, or the chapel of la Saugne, where there

, w ere 'once, and perhaps still are, .sorne good
pictures by Ribalta, who was a native of this

town, By travelling 'six hours in the dark, 1

had 'also missed the 'aqueduct .of Almasora,
mteresting to ' antiquarians, ,. . But this aque­
duct being a.tunnel .almost the 'whole of its

length, cannot pcssess any; OF those 'att rac-
·t ions .whiclí-ar~. ·allied · 'witli ·t lí.e· majestic~ -or

,the pieturesqu,e; ,and "which ,are,' the chief

sources of interest to those ·who do not make
. • • ti d .antiquities a stu Y'. ' . .:. : :,., ':.-- ,:"-.,;"' . . , ;~ . ' . .. '

. : .From Castellonwe ..passed .t hrough ' a fine

.country, . and obetween. immense fences ..of

, ~aloes, ' to ·.Venicasi,~an inconsiderable: place
: with a fine church,-. .andnot long .after, .we

,

..reached Cropesa, whose castle, crowning the
summit of a high .rock, "and .rising out of

woods, . overlooks the sea. 'I'he castle _of

Cropesa, which giveaits Dame toamilitary
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arder, . is now a ruin;. having been entirely

destroyed by' the French.'. A country, but
partially cultiváted,' lies- between Venicasi

and Torreblanca. The rich carpet of aro­
niatic plants, and the luxuriance of the trees,
shewwhat the soil is capable of; but the

temporal; as well as spiritual sovereignty. '

exercisedby, the Bishop of ·Tortosa, falls so
heavily upon 'tbe produce of land, that 'it is
not able toO support its burdens; and tbere..

fore 'líes for the t most 'part uncultivated.

Cforreblancá, a poor little place, is undeserv­

, ing of noticie ;but' Alcala, which lies two

.leagu"es beli~nd' i1J, is a, pretty lown, ' remanK- e erai~

able for a inagniñcent 'cnuFcn, 3001:1 ," for the
J nT numaeli oí its clergy.. The dinner' at' the

posada appeared soIittleinviting.e-cthe soup .
covered with oil, and the stew fragrant with

garlic,-"that 1 preferred a stroll through the

town, 'and a loaf of bread..

.':,The drive along the sea coast, from Alcala .

to Venicarlo, is singularly pleasing; .·the road

.is generally close to the seav which i~ not
here,: as we 'are accustomed to see. it in
northern countries, bounded by barren sands,

- : , ! r» 2 A' ··2 -"
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or chalky cliffs .;: .but is .fringed :by the .finest

verdurej.and often throws .its little impotent

waves almost -to.the .roots ofthe lovely AIgar¿
robos' thatbend ayer it.: . The sun. . too, was
getting .. 'low ; . the . sea'. 'glittered-beneath it,
andfhe .crowded trunks o of tlle dark green
trees, were all. .bright in its beams, '., Veni-

•
carIo, .1 ~ have already ...mentioned as · famous

for .its .expor ted. wines; eÓ» but .there Ois -also..a
wine.. rnade forconsumptíou, .:which 1 tasted
as".we .changed .mules; .and .found ,it so excel­
lent, ,·that 1; filledu-small.wine-skin with it,
which ~ borrowedfrom the .conductor., The
chief produce of íthe couhtr~l).etween v:eni~
carlo and ·the~ river.~ Ebro, alter ~IIe .vineyards ·

cease,: is the Algarrobo... ·" In .this part .of
Spain, .the bean .is.bought .of the· owner at
sixteen.reals three quarters the quintal}. .and

1 was..,.informed, that.a good,bearing tree.will

produce about four quintale .andahalf' r. this,
however, ,1: can ... scarcely: credit.... .'I'he ·,.p ro­

duce of'a single.. tree .would,' .in tbat -case, be
worth 158.; and a forest ofAlgarrobos would
thereforebe the most productive of all lands,
It was dusk befare we reached the confines of. . , . \ . . . .

Catalunia, and thebank of the Ebro,-here a
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very differen t stream from that .which 1 .had

crossed at Miranda; where.it divides' oId Cas­

tile from Biscay. ~. The river, at Amposta, is ..

aboutthree hundred yards wide.i--Jess than

might 'be expected from a river which runs so

long acourse as the Ebroc-e-and within so
shorta distance of the sea. We crossed in a
boat, .and walked to thé .venta, which j ,s .about

a mile distant :from the bank. . Here ·we .re...

mained :aII night ;::but the entrance .to Cata­

lunia . was rather discouraging. . Although

the diligence was expected, no. supper .had

been..'provided, nor .was there iany .thing in

the vhouse :'t hat 'lcoúld be "convérte8J info a:
supper. ,·1 wasf[6reea: lo Be cQDtentetl,'with ~

'€UB of chocolate; and the night '6eing cold, .
and the fire .bad, 1 .was . glad .to escape .to

bed. ' , ".
W e were now in Catalunia, which .in its

accommodations, ::in.the industry of its .inha­
bitants, ..' and :in the perfect .security. .with
which it may be travelledin .every par~, has

theadvantage over all the otherprovincesof
Spain; .with -,theexception, perhaps, of Bis­

cay,' ' :I t is not, however. .more, .butperhaps
Iess .interest ing .to tbe traveller, forthesevery
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reasons ; if the accommodations on tbe road

are better, they are more like other countries,
and therefore less ' novel; if there -be no
danger from robbers, there is less -- excite­
ment ; .and as for the industry of the .Catalu­
nians, -industry, although always a pleasing

spectacle, possesses no novelty. - Catalunian
•

industrydoes not arise from any superior
education, by which roen obtain a clearer
insigbt into their moral duties, -andhigher
views of the human character; on the con-

. ,

trary, - no Spanish peasant is more ignorant
Ihan a 'Catalunian boor ; 'none are -more en­
slaved by the priestnood; and" in DO -other

province, have - tHe inliabitants ' shewn, so

lilueñ, fhcir "veneration for the .apostolical
I ,

party both in church and state. ."The -secret

of Catalunian industry, is the same as that
which has covered withTertility .. many .an
Alpine valley in Switzerland.c--self-interest,
Give to the labourers of the earth an interest,

, ~a property in the land - whi~h they cul­
tivate, and the world would becorne one wide

extended -garden. '" The Iand upon which the

Catalunian labours, is either bis own, or held
by .him upon alease, sometimes íor .Iives,
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sometimes ; in pe~petuity". with a fine ~l~,on

.succession .or alienation; but at all events, /

for so long a period as , to invest the tenant
with a real .. interest in the property which

hecultivates.

. From the Venta, wherewe .slept, to Tarra­
gana, .the road winds among rugged hills,
along the sea shore, .. . ·~ noticed many beauti­
ful heaths by the way side, but the soil is not
rich enough to rep,ay cultivation. At a venta

. '

clase by the sea, cal1ed Hospitalet, we stopped
to breakfast. Soon after, .. we entered the

plain .of Tarragona, almost vieing in fer­

tilit~ with t~e . h~ertas ~L the ,lllere s0c.uthe~n
_ 'lIl: " . , -. . ..

provinces, ,ana .reacheü the cit~ ; to :a . late
dinner.

, .~ . I had expected much fromthe antiquities

. of'Tarragona ; hut 1 confess they disappointed
me. : .They possess. few of those features
which strike or delight .the traveller who is
not professedly . a~. .antiquarian. ;"When ~

Reman amphitheatre is sl~ewn, _ to . lne" .. 1
always think of the amphitheatreof Nismes ;

ir L 'look upon an aqueduct, 1 see placed .be­
side it .thePont de Gard. ' The remains of

' . . . ' ' • • • -.1- , • • • ~. ~ __

the amphith.e~t~e are little. ~~r~ than visible ;,.'

, .
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, . .
the aqueduct; :though fine. .is certainly not
comparable 'to "that' which ~l 'have .named ; ' ~

. .
, and the tower of Scipio ·is merelythe tower

• • 1 ~ •

.of Scipio. "' .1 was greatly surprised at the
.ignorance of the inhabitants respecting their
antiquities. ' . The cicerone whom 1 first en­

gaged, scarcely knew of their existence ; and
, . . .

one groupof priestswhom 1 áddressed, and

another - group .of ' r.e~pectable "looking' men,

could give me no information upon the sub-
o .'lject. ' -,

The 'cathedral of Tarragona is worth a visit,
parjicularly the court and cloisters, whichare
surrounded by. lnnumeraole ' flillars ~ e ' (Ube

. .
canon who aeconlpani~a me, said tliey were

Roman, but upon one 1 noticed a representa­

tion of the crucifixionvand upon another the
last .supperv--cand upori others 1 could trace:
Gothic designs." It ' is .possible that sorne
Roman pillars found ielsewhere, .may .have

"been conveyed té> this court, . The ecclesias-
. "

tIC who walked round the cathedral ·,vith me,

spoke in .earnest language ·of .the declineof

piety; and so deeply did the old manlament
this 'that, as he laidhishand upon .hisheart,
1 saw the tears start into his eyes.. ' " " . " -
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1 was delighted with the posada .at 'I'arra­
gona ; ' the posadero, an Italian, put forth his '
utniost skill incookery, and .seeing .thatT
relishedthe wine he ·.set before .. me; which

. was really excellent, he .brought a 'pint 'bottle

of choice wine, .which he had .had eleven
years in his .cellar. . It proved perfectnectar,
and the owner was quite charmedwith ,t he

praises 1 bestowed upon it, ' " . "

.. 1 found .it impossible to '. understand the

Catalunian dialect, which is indeed almost a
distinct languagec-e-this is a difficulty that 'is
felt in all the provinces. . The dialects óf
Biseay, .Andl~.l~sia, Malencia, .and Gatalunia,
are .all differéfit from each ofher, 'and ·.~istinct

from the .Cast ilian ; the better classes in ,all
the provinces, of course, understandand speak

Castilian.s--witb certain imp~rfections' in pro~

nunciation, such as. in Andalusia,.,where th:is
.used in place of s, whichgives asoftnesscbut
an indistinctness to the language; but the
lower classes, the persons .met with in the

ventas, .and the ,:muleteers, often ·speak a
dialect .that is al together unintelligible. ' .

,1 was much pleased at tbe port oí Tarra~
gona,.. with the operation of sorting the nuts,
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N umerous villages, engaged in the wine and

brandy trade, ' are scattered along the shore,
but all of ~ these have considerably suffered

from the loss of the colonies. .Afterpassing
Vendrill we 'left :the seaicoast ; and about
three leagues from Barcellona, ~ entered 'a"
charming country, covered 'with , romantic

~

hills,-clothed with fir, and embosomingnume-

rous small and beautiful vaIleys; and emerg­

ing from these, 1 found myself in the Huerta

of Barcellona, 'I'heápproach to Barcellona
isIess striking than the approaches either to

---- Murcia or Valencia; nor does tbe city .itself
present so imposing an appearance; But tlle

commerce upon file ~oa:d, greatly "e'xceeded
i\v;hat pI had seen in' the neighbourhood of 'any

other city "in Spain. 1 reached the gate

before dusk, 'and alighted at the Fonda de las
quatros Naciones. .' " . ' ,', ,
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CHAPTER ,XXI. ,

;"

A glance at Barcellona. is sufficient to show,
that.we approacll.the:fronti~r~..' "W e no longer ,

see.. a i..purely L Spanish · : populat~on ~ .' . Spanish
hats .are .scarcely .to beseen, nor ia.the .man-'
tilla altogether .indispensible• .:~ Inthe -build­

ings too, we perceive a difference; the streets-

, A

, .

r ,

. BARCELLONA-JOURNEY TO THE 'FRONTIER.. '

.. ' 1

__~G.eneral Character of BarceUona, and its Populatíon r Paseos,
---'- "Raniparts, ánd "Fortifications '; the .C~nde de Espanaj bis

s- Poliey; Interview .. witb' , tbe · ,Conde ; , bis " Character. rind
Governmentj ,A necdotes of,hi~ Gove~ment; 'Politic~i ~e'eling

. . 'in .Barcellona ; Churclies and eonvents; the Opera; .Mon-
:. '.' juich; . Barcellonettaj Decrease of Trade with England, and

its ·€ auses ; . General Trade of Barcellona; an Execution ;- ,the
' Priesthood and the .People; a Míracle in' 1827; Prices oC
, Provisionsj V.isit to Montserrat; J oumey from Barcellona to

the Frontier ; Dclíghtful 8eenery j Proofs of Catalunian
, 1ndustry; Gerona Figueras; the Pyrenees, Reflexiona" .: ,
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...

are wider, and few of the houses are adorned

with balconies. . 1 thought too, but this might
be fancy, that 1 could perceive a different

expression in the countenances oí the people.
Of one thing- 1 am certain, that although
the women of Barcellona have not perhaps

the grace of the Andalusians; their claims to. ..

beautyare stronger: their features are more

regular, their complexions are clearer, their

hair less coarse; and their forms slighter: 'still

it must be admitted; tbat there is more

witchery hid in the eye of an Andalusian,
tban perhaps in all the separatecharms of a '

. ,. . . .

woman of Barcellona. ' No one, however, can

walk .aloug the streets", :without perceiving in

the female population, sufficient evidence of

ñei~g n? Ionger .among a peo.pIe .exclusively
Spanish. 1 found anotherpeculiarity in tbe

aspect of the Barcellona population-s-a p~cu­

liarity however, that refers only to the time 1

visited Barcellona. ; N o caps were to be seen :

these, .as .well as grey ,hats, were forbidden,

immediately upon the revolution breaking out

in France.: : For rny own part, 1 continued to '

wearmy.greyhat while in Barcellona. . with­

out being challenged; but 1 have good reason

L.. ...
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to believe,: that this forbearance arose. from

the authorities knowing that 1 had the honour
of being : acquainted with the Conde (le

España; the rnler, and dictator of Catalunia.

But the strange" ,and gaudy dress of the
Oatalunian peasantry is the "most striking

peculiarity in the appearance of the Barcel­
lona population: all ' wear their red caps,
which .hang at least a foot down their backs ;

and with their "'crimson "girdles,' and 'gaudy
coloured woollen plaids, they give a 'pecu-

liar' grotesqueness to the appearance of the

Rambla-ihe principal street of Barcellona-
which is almost alwa~s crowded. . ~

~ Barcellona- is pañiculaIiI~ foiTtunate in its
plioBlena~es;- tbe Rambla is scarcely inferior

to the Boulevards of Paris ; ' and there is "a
charming walk round the whole of theram­

parts ; ,every moment the- view changes,

sometimes looking towards the huerta, .and

sometimes towards the ~ lnountains, .with 'the

villages; and country houses of the merchants

Iying under .them ; sometimes towards the
hill iand fortress ~ , of Monjuich; and some­

times 'towards the seaj andthat part of the
promenade which is aboye the sea, 1S without
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exception, the. finest promenade in ' any city

1 . have ever .seen . . Barcellona . would ··be

better without its fortifications ; for .owing to
them, tbe cityhasbeenconfined within too
narrow bounds ;.:and the whole .space within

the walls, is .filled ni? with houses, jn · place

of {as.. in .other Spanish cities) gardens -min­

gling with the buildings.. and oadding both to

thebeauty and the .healthfulness of'the place,
The .fortifications of Barcellona 'are ' :of little

real use to 'it . , 1 was .informed by the com-

- '- mander of the citadel, that thecity could not
ñiaintain a siegeof 'one week, against a suffí­
ciently well apBointed'':anmy;' llar .eould -the

occupation of it ~e maintained. foro ene 'day, if
the citadel or ..Monj uich were in possession

of a·n énemy ..: . '. ..... . : .~ . ': .' :- -,.

-". The day after my arrival in 'Barcellona, I :
was .presented to the Conde deo. España; a
roan who...has .made .himself :to.be respected
'by: sorne, .and: feared by all; .owing . to .the

promptness,' decision, ..and.ityranny ·"of · the
measures by which.he hasfrom timetotime
put down the mostformidableinsurrections ;
and owing also to the-influence which he ·has
more -than .once shewn.:he has ' the :power of
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wielding, ·Qver . the ide terminat ions, and the

actions of tbe:king. N o man .has more .ene­
mies than the Conde de España, .both .at
court; and in the province which he governs ;

and constant attempts are.made in .the highest

quarters, .tú remove him from .his "govern­

ment, and from the confidence of bis .royal

master. The Archbishop of .Toledo is his bit..
terest enemy, .and .has never forgotten the
insult .he putupon the dignitaries ..of the

church, .in the year 1827; but the king·

knows that whatever his faultsmay .be, they

are faults that prove him to be .a .zealous and

faithful .sewant; aríd the fittest .man .to ,ge­
vern .the turoulent ~ataI1:lnians ; ' aoa: ..'when
llpon ·a late .occasion; the Duke del Infantado

strongly urged upon .theking, the .unpopula-
.rity .of .the Conde.de .E spaña, and .the propri­

ety .of removing him, his .majesty .cu t .the

matter short .by ·~aying· , . "1 wish 1 had. a
Conde de Españain ever'y provinee ;" .one of

the .most sensible things thekingever said, if
he wishes to .preserve hisauthority, '

· T he ':Conde:de España .is not very..easy .of

.acces~ ; ;he .is seldom seell, .though his ~pre-

,r91.. , .11. . . . 2 ;13
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sence is always ~felt; his system of govern­

mentis secret ; -and in the province of Catalu­
nia, .it maybe.said to llave come in place' of

the. inquisitiono--with instruments as nume...
rous and as rnasked, with power as unanswer- '

able, with measures as prompt, arrd sometimes

as unjustifiable, andwith a'~older heart.and a

stronger head to directthemaéhine. It was
a mere chance whether 1 should be .adrnitted

to an audience: indeed, noonein Barcellona
knows, whether "'lle -be iin 'the ", city .or .not.':

The pararle takes place befare' his residence,
.....-..........~and , the guards are mountedat his gate every

, m~r~ing, :but t llis " is ,. po·. preof/d1af ··líe :is y Ge
• within, T lle '(1Gnae was 4 at: heme lio\vever '; ,

ati~l the..names of his -Britanliic Majesty's Con­

sul, and "English gentleman, were passed iIi:~'

ward. We walked intoan .anti-roomwhere
a, Spanish general, -ánd severa}' other persons

were .waiting.. How long' they might have
~preceded us 1 cannot . tell, . but 'in ti few

'minutes, we 'were' informed that ·'the 'Conde
,. .

would see: us; . and wewere' conducted

through a long'-suite of 'rnagnificent apart­
ments, andusherédby an aide-de-camp, into a
little mean dirty parlour;': without ji bit oí

e al
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matting to 'cover the brick -floor, the walls

white washed, 'a wood fire almost burnt out,

and the furniture consisting of'one small table,

and two'or three chairs. There sat the Conde.

de : 'Espa~a, writing, or, at least, 'signing ,h is

name to a,number of papers. He imme­

diately rose, and received us with the utmost
curtesy, . made us sitdo,vil, .and. .asked "me

sorne particularsof .my.jouruey, and in what

state' 1 had found Spain. 1 .told him, .what 1

reallybelieved to be true, that Spain wasat
that time, the most tranquil country in', Eu- ,
rope; -and . that '1 hadono ' where found the

slightest . indicati órr ~ of co~nlotion·. ' .~ ' This
reply . was ' no noubt gratifying: ; 'thé" Conde
Onaelieta! wine and segars, .and the .conserva-.

tion took a more general turn. ' He spoké of

France, 'and said he considered it hastening
towards ,rep ublicanism. ,Ile then spoke ,' of,
hinlself,. his' conduct, and .his enemies ; : and

said, that as ~.."private individual;' he 'always .

acted j':l~tly~ and '.morally .right ; but as , a .

_ public man, ~ ,he clothed himself. with 'a .gar- ,.:

ment 'of eÓ: policy~'~an ingenious, but not a."
. new apology for the commission .of iniquity. .

1 remained about a quarter of all hour; and
2B2
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when 1 took leave, 'he did me thehonour to

offer nle the freédom of the .royal box at the
opera: and also to invite me' to hiscountry

seatcwhere he said 'he spent muchnf his
time, for 'that to be respeéted, (he 'm'eant
feared) one must not be seen too often. The

Conde appears to be .about tifty, he is rather

under the middle size, and somewhat Iusty;
his head and face are Iarge, .and his 'eyes ex­
pressive 'of 'múch. One .may readin them,
violent passións, ' penettation·,· reflection; 'ánd

-----.. -.
cunmng.

----- ~he charaeter of the Conde dé' España -has,

beén ~ariously' rep'resentea.r ::AU aa mit, Jiów- YGe e aI

ever, ·'that He is a fijan of 'most 'tletermined

anH fea~Iess character ; andthat Catalunia,

which, . ~to 'be preserved .in tranquillity in
these perilous times,' requires to .be 'ruled
with ~a rod oí 'iron, could not ~b'e -elltrusted-to

ány man' better qualified to wield :it. ." When

he first ·took uponJrimrthe government 'of
the province, "he coriimitted: '·many oppressive
acts; salme dí which 1 'have rrelated in the

chapterentitled ."8tate "of Partles.vconsíst- ~

ing, for the most -part, ·in banishmentwithout

tria}; and 'even in someinstances, "car'l"ie'd 'so
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far as secret execution. This was soon after
.. " ,', ~ I • ~ I ' ~ . • •• . ' " j ' , i ' ,

the fall of the constitutíon; .and SOIP~ apelo-
gists af the Conde excuse these proceedings

.upon_ the plea oí political necessity ; an ex­
pression that, iu rny mind, involves ªsophism,

because 1 do not .believe ~h~t .the moral go­
vernment of the universe can ever .include in
it a necessíty for doingevil, . .-

The government of the 09n4~ de España
has sanctioned m.~ny lesser acts .oí inquisi­
torialness and oppression. Several despotic

erders w.ere issued immediately l:lp.on the

·EreB€h revolution breaking out: ever since

that .t ime, no greater "num~~r than f9UF p~J:.- '

sons '. are pet:mitted_. tQ, dj~~ : '~Qgetfj~r j}}- a
. ""' ..

.c0ifee~hollse; .nor are politics allowed to form
fhesubject ,Qf conversation in ~~y# house _op~~

to .tbe public j and it is belíeved, that the
Conde isnotentirely .ig!1jQr~~ of the eonver­
sation · that p,ass.es JI) many prívate H~~S~s

also. He.has even had the boldness to inter-
~ . . . , " '.

fere with theusages .Qf ~b.~ church, by Inter-
. .dicting the eelebration of the midnight mass

. in, the .cathedral, at Ohristmas ; .pr<;>.baply,
because he 'dislike.d the assemblage of 8.0

.great a number of personsduring the ..night:
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but, of course, mass ,was, permitted to be
celebrated ' in .a "filOre private wáy. ' . -. The

strictness 'of 'th~e, Conde,' extends. also to
, t '

morals ; all houses ofill-fame are' suppressed,
and -instances occurred, even while 1 was in
Barcellona, of inquisitorial strictness in more
prívate .matters relating tú morals.". Dining

, '"
one day in company, .one .of-the gentlemen

at table received a' messagewhile at dinner,

~hich "he immediately attendedto,' and with-
'dre\",; :,1 ~ saw a smile . pass 'foúnd the table,

'an'd J'ufterwards learnt, 'that.the occurrence
was nof~"unusual.· "I'he tgéutleman.' had ~ a
liaison witb a'c1iélie llmie, .'who li~ed' in loagings' Ge e a 'fe,

provided by líim ; ' 'outi', tHis' the .p91iG~.would

J nT D no1í ~ellinit ; -andvto escape their interference,

these lodgingswere changed every.few days;
and ~ éveryfew 'days: he was' questioned ·as tú'

his secret, and obligad topay a fine. This
,',vas the acto of the""pólice ; 'and; although the ..

police .is -not within -the rdepartment of-the
'Conde,' who" i'scaptain.;.<general,· not civil

'governor. of .the ' province, - jet it is .w~11

known that both the military .and civil go­
vernment; are in: his' hands ;" and that the

civil authorities do, not rnove a step without
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his .permission, -, Alongwith this strict sur+

veillance of. morals; the Conde's .own .morals '
. .

are irreproachable, and he 'neglectsno .opp~r~..
tunity of. showing his regard for religion; .he -
ispresent at all its public ceremonials; and
assu.mes ~n air .ofthedeepest devotion ; -..This ,
is doubtless ',to 'please :the party of ,C.arlists, :
whomight otherwise prove dangerous, " B ut ,

with all .these inquisitorial ..and .tyraunical.
acts, even his :enemies .admit, .that he.isthe :
only man who. could ,.have : kept .Catalunia, ' ' . ' . ' .

tr~nquil : : ~nd ..peaceable-minded : persons, '

however they . may condemn . the means .by , '
whiclrthe ' .q~i~t.: ef t he. Rro~ince : .has, been ' ~

pre~e~ed.; .are 's,a tisfied ~~it.h .,a . , goy:e.rnm~nt .

under, which they feel a security against
r • , • .• •

civilcómmotion :. , ~. ~.
. .

ItIs agreat mistake .to suppose that the
. .. .. .

Conde .' de .España .is attached tú t1,le apos~ ' ;

tolical "P3:rty,; ~ quite , the. reverse: ·"he is a
decided. . thorough-going , r~y~li,st, ·' who . .will

exerthimself .to the :v.ery: uttermost for ".t he

preservation . of the ~ king's government ; ,and
comewhenit. may,. a .revolution in favourof
either Carlists or .libéral;:it~e .deadliest .stand." , ' .

against it will be ,made in Catalunia, ' if the .-
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Conde de España : be. then captain-general,'

. But, that he is .noCarlist, -is' evid éntfromhis
conduct in \1827, whén he put tharnffront

. upon tlie bishops, which 1 havealreadysaid
has been one means of securing the enmity

of the Archbishop of Toledo-.· · The circum­

stances -are as follow·:-In·· the latter 'part of

1827, ·when the Catalunian insurrection in

favour of 'the Carlists took place, and when

. fifty thousand men in arms threatened the

provincewith anarchy, and Barcellona with

eapture.ithe Conde de Espanarepresentedto
.the -king tbe necessity of his .appearing in

~.-- .Catalunia ; and after his majesty had arri~Ted"

he, byadvice of the GaD-ae; 'called a convoca­

tion of bishúps, ostensibly to consúlt respect­

.ing the state of the province. . The Conde

well knew the connexion of the bishops with

the plot; and was in possession of documents
that proved their guilt• ..'.The Conde; asre-

. .

presenting .his rnaj esty in that province, or by
express delegation. : presided ; ', and "all the
bishops being assembled, he addressed them

..to this effect, if not almost in tbese words :­
« My Lord Bishop," saidhe, takinga 'paper
from his pocket. . and unfolding it, ,·" you

J


