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with the ilex and algarrobo. - This is a very
useful tree; the bean, which it bears plenti-
fully, is -found to be a wholesome and nutri-
“cious food for cattle ; and the great abundance
of the tree in the south and east of Spain,
renders it-as cheap as it is useful. The algar-
Tobo, besides its utility, is one of the most
beautiful of trees, full in its foliage, and rich
in colour.' The ‘valley through which we
trairelled, lay on the right; barren hills rose
‘on the left, close to the road; and the infinity
of aromatic and flowering plants and shrubs
‘with which these were covered, surpassed
anything of the kind that T had 'yet seen in
Spain: the heaths, in particular; ‘delighted
e ;' they were all in flower, their hues vary-
ing from the deep crimson, to the pale pink, -
~and their bell-shaped: blossoms, larger and
more beautiful than the heaths I had been
accustomed to admire in the glass houses of
England.. - Several villages .lay ‘under - the
" mountains, and we passed two large ventas,
situated on the road; but the most striking
‘object is the castle of Montesa, upon a very
| ‘high rock, and the town surrounding its base.
‘The castle is a ruin, having been entirely
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destroyed by an earthquake nearly a hundred
years ago. Soon after, San Felipe appeared
at about a league distant, most romantically
situated in a recess among the ; mou‘ntain"s;
with a rich vale stretching before .it: 'the
direct road to Valencia does not pass through |
San Felipe : it is a detour of two leagues; but |
I wished to see this fine old Moorish city, and
it had been arranged that I should rest there
one night. 'We accordingly left the road, and
follOWed a narrow track through the Huerta

"to San Felipe, where I amved about tWo o

0 clock .
- I.was much pleased w1th San Felzpe, and

the magnificence and extent of the Moorish - .

remains in its neighbourhood struck me with

astonishment, even after having seen thée

- Alhambra. = These crown a hill that rises

immediately ‘-b,ehind-._ the city;. _th_e l;hi‘ll SR -

‘twice the height of that upon which the Al-
~ hambra stands, and the ruins at San Felzpe‘,
are also greatly more extensive ; they are
not, indeed, like the Alhambra, in preserva-

| tlon nor do they present the terraces, and

arches, and columns, that at once point out -
~ its Moorish origin: but they are splendid
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ruins,%_coveri'ng the summit of a mountain
ridge a thousand or twelve hundred feet
high, ‘and presenting in fine relief, against
the sky, an irrégular. line not less than two
miles in extent, .of massive .and imposing
ruins. - I did not climb to the summit, but -
I ascended about half way to.enjoy the pros-
pect, which on every side was picturesque
or beautiful. The magnificent ruins behind,
‘and the thick wood of Algarrobos that filled
jeve'r'y hollow of the mountain,—the city below,
“and its green huerta, and convents situated
‘upon projecting points, with rocks ‘behind,
and orange groves below; formed the features

of the landscape ; ‘and at ‘a distance, between

the 'mountains, a .vista was caught of the

“wide and rich plain of Valencia. O

~ Descending from the mountain to the po-
sada, I noticed a fountain from which no
fewer than twenty-five full streams were
| flowing ; and from other fountains on the
paseo, maﬁy other streams united with these,
and flowed in a brimful rivulet, towards the
huerta, to cover it with fertility and beauty.
Passihg along the street, I observed many .
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 signs. of MOOI'lSh days, more than either in
‘Seville or ‘Granada : in a court-yard which I
‘entered, mistaking it for that of the posada,
1 noticed that the walls were arabesque ; and
looking in at the doors. of the shops and
‘houses, I scarcely saw a single person seated
upon a chair, or even upon a stool ;. every one
‘was squatted upon.a mat. I walked through
the cathedral, but saw nothing worthy of ob-
servation; and returned to the posada, where
1 fared well, and :found the most delicious
~swine I had-yet tasted in Spain; ;—how dif-
_ferent from the small vin de pays of France.
~San Felipe has no fewer than ten convents, -
seven for men, and three for women; and it
| 'contains about 12,000 inhabitants, the whole
- of whom find employment. and. ‘subsisten'ce‘
from ‘the huerta; for the: mty contains no
manufacture of any kind. Loeh Al
I left:San Felipe. about. day-break d |
,after -skirting ~the -huerta, we becran to
- ascend ' the range of hills that separated us
from ‘the plain of Valencia. I had set out

on foot from San Felipe, and made but slow

- progress towards these hills, being. often
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tempted to stand and look back towards the
ruins, which had alone caught the golden
hue of sunrise. - i |

-1 had for some time observed a friar before
me, upon a small mule, and in ascending the
height T overtook him, and we entered into
conversation.. He complained of his manner
of travelling, not being accustomed to ride,
and readily accepted a seat in ‘the tartana.
I bore him ‘company for ‘the sake of society,
and my muleteer mounted his mule. He was
a young friar of the Dominican order, then
scarcely eighteen,—his youth rendered him
communicative, more 'so than might perhaps
have been approved of by his superior; and
I obtained from him some particulars respect-
ing himself and his convent.  He had entered
the convent at thirteen. - I asked him what
 was his motive? He replied, that it was
- attachment to the monastic life that led him
‘to adopt it, and that he had entered upon it
contrary to the wishes of his parents, espe-
cially his mother. When I observed that it
-would have been a greater virtue, and more
his duty, to have remained. with. hlS mother

voL. m. - B ¢ |
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to comfort and cherish her,—he said it was
better as it was, for that now he was sure.of
meeting her in heaven, which  otherwise
might have been doubtful.: When 1 remarked
that thirteen was too early an age to énter
into a convent, he replied that it was better
and safer never to have known the world ;
and when I enquired of him whether he would
still enter a convent, supposing him to be now
free? he.answered that he would ; for that it
- was the only sure road:to heaven: but when
" 'we became better: acquainted, he admitted
‘that the monastic life was friste; and I could
discover, that he occasionally doubted whe-
ther he was happy. ' Ignorance of the world,
‘and the seclusion of a monastery from child-

hood, are insufficient to change human nature;

- or to hinder the indulgence of a ‘suspicion,
~ that the world is not barren. of enjoyments. ..

- He gave me some account of the manner in
“which he spent his time. The Dominican is
a strict order, and .one that makes study an
obligation. . Philosophy and theology occu-

- pied.a great part of the day. . The friars met

together only one hour in the twenty-four;
and all the rest, excepting those:devoted
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to sleep, were spent in study of one kind or
another, and 1n religious exercises.  One day

in the week only, this young friar was allowed |
to leave the convent and walk in the garden;
and only twice in the year it was permitted
‘to go into the city.. The old friars, however,
were allowed greater indulgence in these
- matters. - The rules of the order do not admit
of animal food : fish, vegetables, and fowls are
alone permitted ; but the friar told me that
the fish is often very various, and well
cooked. The friars rise at four in summer,

and at five in winter. They are allowed two

habits in the year, and each costs seventeen
dollars.: The conversation among the"friars
during the hour when they meet together, is
generally upon philosophical ortheological
subjects, and sometimes politics; - but the .
young friar was no doubt still ignorant of the
conversation  which those who are emanci-
_pated from the restraints put upon youth, -
hold with each other; for Dominican coun-
cils have not always been held in their hall
of recreation. -1 was also informed, that some
of the friars in this convent understood several
~ languages; and that the books being selected
| | Y 2 |
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by the superiors, there was no restraint upon -
the study of these. Three of the friars also
understood music; and in the convent there
‘were three pianos. I omitted to -say,:-thét
the young friar: possesssed. property before
entering the convent, amounting to 120/ a
year. i oo . KR, ,
From the summit of the range which we
had now ascended, we looked:down upon the
plain of Valencia, ‘usually called ** the gar-
~ den of Spain,” an ‘appellation that has been
given to it, not I should suppose, on account
“of its exclusive fertility, because the huertas

of . Murcia, and Oriuhuela, and San Fe-
lipe, are no less fertile than-the plain of -

Valencia,—but on account of its great extent.
All the way from the foot of the hill to Va- -
lencia, we passed through a highly culti-

“vated, and well peopled. country; covered,

- like the vale of Murcia, with the finest vege- -
~ tation, thickly scattered - with wood, vand

strewn with houses _and'vvillages. . At short -
intervals, the road is crossed by a fine clear
~ stream, communicating the benefits of irriga-

~ tion to both sides of the plain; and as we

- approached nearer to Valencia, the road was
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in many places skirted by extensive .orange
groves, laden with so great a profusion -of
fruit, that the green and the yellow appeared
to be almost equally mingled.

- Although in some respects, spring is the
most eligible season for travelling in Spain,
late autumn, and even the confines of winter,
- have many advantages. Both seasons have
their charms; spring is the peculiar season of
flowers; and in those extensive tracts in the
“south and east of Spain, which are covered
with a thousand flowering shrubs and aroma-
tic plants, and where particularly, the beau-
tiful -oleander, the caper, ‘and the various
species of gum-cistus, are found in all their
‘perfection and variety, spring is doubtless the
season of beauty; but amid different sce-
nery,. the later autumnal months disclose

~ many as beautiful, and to a ‘stranger, more

novel scenes; for it is then. only, that we can |
understand ‘the beauty of an orange grove,

~ and that enchanting union of the most lovely

‘green, with the bright mellow. fruit that
- sparkles among its leaves ; .then only can the
- ‘strange charm- of the palm tree be felt, as we
look up to its broad green crown, and golden
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 treasure . of dates; ‘then ‘too, the olive is co-
vered with fruit; and the ilex and the algar- .
robo being evergréeens, little is lost in: the
beauty of forest scenery. . The finest -and
rarest flowers may be seen in the conservato-
ries; and the imagination can easily multiply
them, and cover a mountain with their  blos-
soms: but where, in our own cold - clime,
shall we find the stately palm; or where, but
in the regions of the south, enjoy the beauty
 and the fragrance of an orange grove. - .
~ “Valencia is seen about three leagués before
reaching it; and from this point, a ‘str'aight" |
| avenue leads through the plam to its gates.

Its widely extended _bu_ildi_ngs, its massive

“'wall, 'and numerous spires, -strongly im-
‘pressed me as I approached it, with an idea

of its magmﬁcence ‘and with excited expec-' =
tations, I passed the ﬂate, and ahghted at -

- the Fonda de la Paz. This is not considered
“the first hotel in Valencia; the Fonda de las =
quatros Naciones enjoys this reputation; and
~in the department of the kitchen, I believe
“deservedly ; but the superior situation of the
hotel I made choice of, outweighed in my
mind, the culinary advantages of the other.:
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VALENCIA.—JOURNEY TO BARCELLONA.

Bndges, River, Convents prevalence of Rehglous Blgotry,
. “Moorish Remains; Beggars, and the cause of their abun-
~ dance in Valencia; the Archbishop; the University; Aca-
demy of Fine Arts; the Cathedral and its Tower; the plain

1 - of Valencia and its productions; Rice Grounds and their
~ produce; produce of Silk, and Silk Trade; export of Fruit;

" " prices of Provisions; Pictures; Valencia Society ; the Ladies
- of Valencia; the port of Valencia; Paseos; Valencia Tiles;
_Journey to Murviedro, (the ancient Saguntum); Convento

~ de los Reyes ;. Murviedro, its Fortress, and Ruins of Sagun-

~ tum; an Arrest; a visit from the Alcalde ; Journey to Tarra-
gona ; pleasing Scenes; Catalunia ; Catalunian industry and

" its causes; Tarragona, its Antiquities and Cathedral; Pro-
~.vincial Dialects; sorting of Nuts, and the Nut trade; Jour-

’ney to Barcellona, and amval

WHEN I had dlspatched my mtroductory

letters, I sallied, as usual into the street, and
. accident brought me to one of the bridges
~across the Guadalaviar, called Puente del
" Mar. : The river sometimes fills its channel,
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~a channel so wnde, that some of the bridges
have as many as thirteen arches; but I saw
only an inconsiderable rivulet not much
larger than the Manzanarez, as it flows
- through the brldge of Toledo at Madrid. 1

believe, however, the apparent scantiness of

the stream is partly owing to its being di-
| verted in numerous channels to water the
plain. " The view from any of the bridges
over the river is fine, for a handsome line of

‘lrretrular bulldlngs fol]ows the curve of: the
“river, and the bridges one beyond another,

‘and ‘the great Moorish gates, give an' air of

'-crrandeur to the [scene. ~ Almost ‘all ‘the con-

spicuous bu11dmgs seen from this point are
| convents ; these add much to the external

beauty "and effect of the great Spanish cities;
“and few are more favoured in this respect
‘than Valenma, for it contalns no fewer than
‘ twenty-seven ‘convents and monasteries for
~ men, and twenty -two for women ; and these,

w1th sixteen " churches, “and. ‘twenty-four )

chapels and hermitages, amount‘ altogether
- to eighty-six religious edifices.  No wonder,

therefore, that the streets abound in friars ‘:

- and . priests, and that the influence of the
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religious bodies should be great in Valencia.
Bigotry is not upon the decline here among
the mass of the population; and whether for
~ the sake of appearance, or from sincerity,
- religious observances are strictly practised by
the inhabitants of all classes.. I have not
seen in the convents and churches of .any
‘town in Spain so great a number of persons
at devotion as in those of Valencia. I several
times attempted to enter the Dominican con-
vent to see some pictures that I understood
adorned the walls of the church; but though
the Dominican church be one of the largest
‘in Valencia, I always found the floor entirely
covered with kneelers, not scattered, but so

crowded, that it was impossible to wade

“among them. My apartment in the hotel

~ was opposite to the gate of the cathedral, and
~ there too a constant stream poured in .and

1(:5_ut. - In Valencia, as in Toledo, tokens of
~ faith and devotion are affixed to the doors of
the houses; but in place of the ‘ ave Maria
“purissima” of Toledo, engravings are seen
- pasted upon the doors in Valencia, represent-
ing different passages in the life of our Sa-
~ . viour; and I noticed upon some of the houses
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paintings, or at least daubs, as large as life,
of Christ taken down from the Cross, the
Crucifixion, &c.; crosses, the same as we
meet with upon the highways, are seen in
many parts of Valencia affixed to the walls
of the houses. But these do not all, though
many do, point out the place marked by a
deed of murder. Several of them record
examples of sudden death,—probably of some
well-fed canon, or other dignitary, who drop-
ped down dead from repletion or apoplexy.

z 1~f-:<'-,,amValenc1a 1s one of those cities in which

e e
o

(f‘:sa,‘ of Moorish dominion are the most

~, visible,"not in \dny splendid ~Alhambra’or

. Alcazar, but'in every-das sights and common
objectsn Independently of the great wall
and fine Moorish gates, one observes, in
walking through the streets of Valencia,
many smaller signs of other days and ancient
masters. Gateways are occasionally seen
sculptured in marble upon Moorish designs ;
stones over the doors, or underneath the
windows, shew, by their chiseled marks,
their ancient fashioner. Looking one day
accidentally through the open window of a
house near the cathedral, I was surprised to
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see an arabesque roof, gilded like the halls
in the Alhambra of Granada and the Alcazar
of Seville; and if, from these inanimate
objects, we turn to the population, we shall
also find among them equally strong traces of
former connexion with the Moors. All the
Moorish tokens which I have already men-
tioned, as distingnishing the population of
Seville, Malaga, and San Felipe, are found
in even greater distinctness in Valencia.

It is impossible to stir out of doors in Va-
gwmdencia, without being beset by beggars, and
SRy others also more decent in appearance,

resémbling Wwork<people 1 the latter are those

'~ persons who were formerly engaged lin'the silk
T 7 imanufactories, but who are now thrown out of
work by the diminished trade that followed
the loss of the colonies. As for the common
beggars, 1 can only attribute their abundance

in Valencia to the easy relief which they find

at the convents. Formerly, throughout every
part of Spain, the convents fed the poor, and
fed idleness at the same time ; but now, with
the exception of the poor orders of friars, who

still continue to give alms, this practice has
been discontinued ; and to this improvement,
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for I cannot call it by a better name, I am
inclined to refer the fact, that in.those cities
which were formerly the most distinguished
for the numbers of beggars by whom they
- were infested, I found few :.and when in
Valencia, I .saw every street swarm with
‘them, and every door beset by them ;. and
. when I learnt that this city was an exception
~ to the rest of Spain, inasmuch as-almost every
one of the forty-nine convents distribute. in-
discriminate 'charify, it was 1mpossible to
-avoid the conclusion, that this had the effect
of encouraging idleness, and beggary along
~ with it. In Valencia, every idle person is

_sure of his dinner; and he endeavours, by

begging, .to supply himself with a few. of
those superfluities which the convent does
_ not provide for him. e .
..The church dwmtarles, and the archblshop,
give nothing to the poor. The revenues of
~ the-archbishop amount, at present,. to about
17,000l sterling per annum—an immense
~ sum for Spain—and whatever part of this
- sum he can spare from his own expences, he

employs in the erection and endowment of

‘convents. It is only a year ago, since. he
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endowed a new convent at the port of Va-
lencia, the erection of which cost him forty
thousand dollars—almost half a year’s re-
venue. - Short-sighted man! twenty .years
more, and no trace of his ill-directed gene-
rosity will remain; but it is. possible, that.
- the wealth which he destines to maintain a
~ corrupt system, to foster idleness, and dim
the light of knowledge, may, before half a
century pass' away, be directed into other
channels, and be employed in disseminating
““truth, and supporting useful institutions.
Let- us hope that it may be so. |

-~ The opportunities of Cinstruction for the
youth of ‘Valencia are: considerable, though
greatly marrowed by the regulations which
affect every seminary of learning throughout
‘Spain. When I visited Valencia, the univer-
sity contained nearly two thousand five hun-
dred students; these were chiefly divided
between law and philosophy. Theology here,
as in Toledo, commanded but few disciples ;
"not more than eight or ten attending a course.
The professors of the different branches of
knowledge, with the exception of law, are
"~ friars .- and the salaries amount to about six
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thousand reals per annum—the law professors
receiving more than double this sum. = Edu-
“cation here, may be said to be gratis: for-
merly, the students; at entry, paid no more
than four quartos; 'now, they pay three
dollars at entry, and one dollar every suc-
ceeding year: but even this is next to free
instruction. Among the estudiantes there are
many paupers, who go regularly- every day
to one or other of the convents to get a basin
of 'soup'g “and ‘when' vacation arrives, they
beg their way home. One of these passed
me on the road between San Felipe: and
Valencia; he had perhaps not heard of the
royal order for closing the universities ; and
having travelled. to Valencia, and found the
university shut, he was no doubt returning
home. His dress was scarcely removed from
rags; he had a patched brown cloak thrown
“over his shoulder; ‘a cocked hat: and a sack;
—probably containing his books; and some
provisions,—slung across his back, ;- © «
- Instruction in the fine arts is also provided
for in Valencia; ‘and as this seminary is not
affectéd by the imbecile policy of the govern-
ment, ‘and has 'éscape'd-'thé superintendence




'SPAIN IN 1830. 335

of jesuits and friars, its results are more suc-
“cessful. I visited this institution one even-
ing, and found much to please, and a little to
~surprise me. In one room I found fourteen
pupils: éngaged in drawing the same figure,
a Venus, a cast from the antique, which was
placed upon a pedestal. on one side of the
room; and the pupils were ranged before it
in a semicircle, so that owing to the different
- position from which each pupil saw the ob-
ject, every drawing exhibited a different
~view of it. TFrom this room I passed into
“another, - where sixteen pupils, of a maturer
| age, Were‘employed, some in drawing, others

. in modelling from a group intended to repre-
'__'s,ént_ 'despair; the group was composed: of
real figures,—two men, entirely naked, stand-
ing upon an elevated platform. The stillness
~of the men was so perfect, that they might

" have been mistaken for statues; but for that
 hue of flesh and blood, which marble cannot
‘imitate ; and which at that time, strongly re-
minded me: of the painting of Murillo and

. ‘Velasquez. - This drawing from nature has

been lately revived ; it was discontinued for
some time, owing to the great difficulty in
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finding persons who were willing to assist
the views of the institution; but lately,:
high remuneration has produced its usual
results.  The drawings appeared to be in ge-
neral, executed with spirit and fidelity. ' In
still another room, I found fourteen students
of agricultural design. The institution is de-
cidedly flourishing, and finds many disciples. -

In a large hall which I did not see, because

before I had satisfied my curiosity in the
other rooms, the hour of dismissal had ar-
rived, there are no fewer than three hundred
pupils of a tenderer age, who are there in-: -
structed in first principles, and in drawing
separate parts of -the human body.  The
school jof Valencia has always maintained its

reputation, and from time to time, has pro- |

duced many great painters; among others
Espaﬁoletto, - Juanes, -and - Ribalta; - and
among the living painters Lopez, and the
author of ¢ the famine i in Madrld ” are both
of this school. PR SR S T
Iwasnota long time in Valencxa before 1
visited the cathed_ral, which is a pleasing and

elegant structure of Greek architecture in

- the interior; but in many parts of the exte-
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rior, and in some of the chapels, displaying
the Gothic style. It contains abundance of
fine marble; and at the back of the choir,
‘twelve bas reliefs in alabaster, representing
our Saviour’s passion, will engage for a

- while, the attention of the passer-by. I no-
" ticed only three good pictures; one, a de-

-~ scent from the cross,. by Murillo, but not in

his best style, ‘“ the Adoration of the Shep-
~herds,” said to be also by Murillo; and  the
Baptism of Christ,” by Juanes. In the sa--
“eristy, and in the chapter-house, there are
also two or three pictures by Ribalta, and
one by Juanes, of singular merit.. T was also
shewn some of the relics, an arm of St.
! Luke, one of * the Innocents,” and a picture

| .. of the Virgin, by St. Luke, who, if we are to

credit the keepers of the relics in almost
every church, both in Spain and in Italy, has
multiplied to a great extent, these specimens -
“of his art. The cup out of which our Saviour
~ drank at the last supper, is too precious, and
 too sacred, to be gazed upon by heretlcal
| and unbellevmg eyes. | A
" After satlsfylng my cunosny in the cathe-
VOL. II. e di Z S
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dral, I ascended the tower.. The view of the"
plain is superb. Though not greener, or more
beautlful than the vale of Murcia, its im-
mense extent, and great populousness, pro-
‘duce a more striking effect. I 'should guess
the extent of the plain to- be little less than
thirty miles long, and twenty wide; on three
sides it is bounded by the mountains, and on
the fourth, by the sea; and throughout the
whole of this vast extent, there is not an acre |
‘that does not produce’ its crop of grain,. or
vegetables, or rice: - The olive, the mulberry,
~the ilex, the alga‘rl_"'obo,‘-_ithe-rorange tree, and
‘the ‘palm, with all of which the plain is
thickly dotted, give to it the appearance of a
‘union of garden- and orchard ; ‘but the popu-
‘lousness of the plain is. even' more: striking
than its beauty and fertility. . I counted in it

" no fewer. than forty-two. towns and villages,

- and sixty-four spires:of: churches and con-
~vents, excluswe of the: s1xty spires and:towers
of the city. The. plain, the towns and vil-
lages, the mountains, the sea, ‘the city, and
“the line of coast termmatmg in the hill of
"MurVIedro (the ancient Saguntum) formed
altogether a prospect,. that in richness and
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animation, cannot be equalled in any other
country : - A

- The plain of Valencia produces every kmd
of crop that is congenial to the climate; two
and three crops in the year are taken from it;

~and the greater part of the land returns as

much as eight per cent. The rice crops are
‘among the most valuable in this plain ;- théey
are chiefly found in the territory of Albufera,
surrounding the lake of the same name ; :the
nearest part of which is distant from Valencia
about-two leagues. This was the property
~ first proposed to be granted to the Duke of
 Wellington ; but the Cortes of Valencia ob-
- jected to it; and the estates near Granada
were substituted. - The rice grounds-produce

only one crop:in the year; but the return .is "
from eight to ten' per.'cent.. The rice is ‘put
into the ground in June;- and cut in Septem-
ber,—water is then let in upon the ground,—
and when the stubble: rots, - the land is
_ploughed up; and no other manure is re-
"qulred In Valencia and its neighbourhood,
rice isin universal use by all. classess ; - but
the produce: is much greater than the con-

o 9 L

-
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sumption of the plain; and the surplus:is
exported to the different ports of Andalusia.

The whole produce is estimated at twelve
million of arrobas (three hundred million of
.po'unds),--one‘ half of which at least is ex-
- ported ; and the average price may be taken -
at fourteen reals, about 3s. the arroba, ne‘arly
14d. per pound; but the best rice for expor-
tation is one dollar the arroba. The neigh-
bourhood of the rice grounds is extremely
unhealthy, being -pregnant -with all those
-maladies that originate in exhalations from
stagnant water ; for rice is sown in water,
grows in water, and rots in water..

The other chief produce of the plain of
Valencia is the mulberry, once the source
of great riches, through the silk manufac-
tories of the city.” This trade had been de-
‘clining for many ‘years’; first, the French
~invasion was the means of destroying the
mulberry ‘trees; and then, the loss of the
‘colonies, to which the silks of Spain enjoyed
an exclusive trade, gave the death blow to

o this source of wealth. The first blow was

-remediable, for new plantatlons now cover the
- plain; but when these began to be service-
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able, the second severer blow rendered them
- almost valueless. At present, the silk manu-
factories of Valencia do not employ one twen-
tieth part of the hands that were needed,
previous to the loss of the colonies ; for these
silks cannot compete in the foreign markets
with the manufacture of France or. England.
The only manufactured silk that continues to
bear. a remunerating price, is the damask,
and rich silks used in religious ceremonies.
The produce of silk from the plain of Va-
lencia, is ~computed to be about one million of
pounds; by far the greater part of which
is exported in its raw state; and the average
price is from forty to ﬁfty reals per pound
(8s. to 10s.). IECEBES
.. The export of fruit from Valencia is large,
particularly of raisins; these are of two kinds;
the muscatel, and an inferior raisin,— but
 neither are equal to the raisin of Malaga.
These, like the lexia of Malaga, are used in
‘England for puddings, confectionary, and
wine; .but since the introduction of .cape
wine into England, the manufacture of raisin
wine has greatly decreased ; and with it, in
some degree, the export of raisins from Spain.
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This, bowever, is still: very large. . In. the
year 1829, 47,000 quintals of the best, and
42,000 quintals of the inferior raisin, were
exported from Valencia;—in all, eight million
five hundred and forty-four thousand pounds
of 12 ounces. This. export was exclusively
for the English market. These statements
I make upon the authority of Signor Trenor,
the chief exporter of fruit from Valencia,

and who has ‘access to the export tables.

The export of figs, oil, and wine, from the
province and different ports of Valencia, is

also’ considerable, particularly the latter,

which is called Beni Carlo, and is exported
from a town of the same mame, lying con-
siderably to the east of Valencia.  This
wine is sent chiefly to Cette, from - whence

much of it finds its way to Bourdeaux, by

the canal of Languedoc, to glve body and
colour to the clarets. gy gl o e
- The huerta of Valencia belongs for the
most part, to great proprietors; and many
of the Grandees own estates in it. : The
Duke of Medina Celi has arevenue of seventy-
five thousand dollars per annum from his
estates in the huerta. *The families of Villa
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* Hermosa and Benevento have almost as muéh;
and in fact, there are very few persons who
- labour upon their own land. This is another
explanation of the poverty that every where
~obtrudes itself in the midst of abundance.
The price of labour is generally about three
reals, and provisions are by no means re-
markably cheap, considering the situation
and advantages of Valencia. Beef is twelve
- quartos the pound of eighteen ounces, mutton
seventeen quartos, pork a little more; a
wild duck costs 10d. These are found ‘in
immense quantities on the lake of Albufera,
a fow! costs 1s.or 1s. 3d. Wine, owing to the
dues upon éntry, costs in the city, thrée times
its price in country ;. but bread is the dearest
article in Valencia, notwithstanding the abun-
dance of wheat: this is owing toa combina- .
tion among the bakers, who are well known
to bribe the corregidor not to interferé. |
There are few good pictures in Valencia;
I looked for them in the convents, but found
scarcely any; and the only tolerable prlvate
collection is up five pair of stairs, in a remote
alley in the house of a Peruquier. He has an
- extraordinary number of pictures,—some ori-
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ginals, but more copies::one picture by Alonzo
Cano, and another by J uanes, are, however,
sufficient of themselves; to repay the labour
of mounting to the O'allery of the peruque
maker. i F T e S i
Socxety in Valencia dlffers httle from s0-
~ciety in other Spanish cities of the south.

 Many persons of high rank and great wealth,
~ reside in Valencia; but they live without
any display, and many of them even shabbily,
sending to the wine shop for two bottles of
_wine, and to the cook shop for a stew
Among - the mlddle ‘classes, :the Tertulia is
universal ; ‘but its monotony is usually re-
lieved by music®and/ dancing. ''Ihad good
opportunities at Valencia, of judging of the -
“manners of the Valencian women; and I
- found among them, that agreeable vivacity—
that ready wit—that ;pe'rfec't freedom from
affectation—and that obliging disposition, |

which render them the most charming triflers |

in the world; and the graces of music and
dancing, in. which they almost all excel,

- greatly helghten the pleasure one finds in

- their society. But'in Valencia, more than
n any other city, I was struck with the
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absence of that mental cultivation, without
which, vivacity, wit, and even good temper,
must fatigue, or become insipid. I need
scarcely say ‘how much I was surprised,
when one day showing a lady the beautiful
‘sketch ‘of the Alhambra, from which the
engraving in this work is taken, she said,
¢ what is the Alhambra?” It is:a curious
~fact, that in Valencia society, professional
men are not to be found. - Neither law nor
 medicine carry with them any respectability
in that city: 1 could obtain no explanation
of this; but perhaps there, as elsewhere,
riches are the best passport to society ; and
~ 1 was informed, that the fees paid to medical -
_.men are so low, that not one physician in

Valencia makes 100/. per annum. gy
~ On the Sunday ‘before I left Valencm I
walked to the port, which is situated about
‘two miles distant from the city. Passing
- towards the bridge, I met a religious proces-
~ sion issuing from one of the churches, carry-
ing with it the pope’s bull, published that
* day in every church of the city, granting per-
mission to eat animalfood during the approach-
" ing Lent: this resource of the papal exche-
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quer, I should think fast declining. A fine
broad avenue leads in nearly a straight line,
from Valencia to its port, which is but an
insignificant place, with a harbour, suitable
only for boats; and a roadstead very ill pro-
tected against a south or south-west wind.
The view from the end of the pier; laid open |
the whole reach of that wide bay which lies
between Cape St. Antonio and the high lands
~in the neighbourhood of Propesa; but, ex-
. cepting the charm of a calm sea, there was
little more to attract. . Between the port and
the éity,. the country on both sides of the
avenue is laid out in vegetable gardens, for the
consumption of the town..,..At this Season,——_
the month of December,—every kind of choice
‘vegetable was seen upon the table, ~parﬁcu--
larly cauliflower, and green peas, which I ate
in the utmost perfection at Valencia., '
The paseos of Valencia are ~scarcely pro-
| portlonate to the greatness of the city; but
“indeed, every road from Valencia is a paseo,

because they all lead through its beautiful

plain, and are all skirted by trees, close
~ enough planted to afford a sufficient shade.

The captain-general, too, kindly throws open




