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that in .one of the larger chapeIs; ,wheremass
was then performing, tbe devout people of. '

Orihuela were not contented with tbe lowest
', prostration, but beat their breasts in anagony

of devotion; and 1 have no doubt tbat if any
, one .had 'set the example 01 ,flagellation, it
would .have béen' followed 'wi th "spirit . and

.. effect, , I n returning from the church,. '1 saw

'two boys in the habits of Augustinfriars j and
the population of the town appeared to pos­
sess in an uncommon degree, the character of
idleness, and 'its attendant, poverty~ ' ~ No one
'seemed ' to have any thing 'to do,and noone
had tbe 'air of being anxiolls to do'ány t iling•

.' The' .men ' had .taien ..to tlíemseIves;:"their '
' ,winteFcloaks; .and althoughthe weather was
, .sowarm, :that when walking fu .advance of
. the : tartana, " 1 sedulously sought outithe

.'.shade, every one stood with bis back : to ~ a
" ' sunny , ~wall, folded .up to theinose, and ' irri ':'

.moveable, . unless ' when a friar passing by,
"demanded a salutation of reverence, ," : , <.> .i : '

, , ~" ; AtthePosada, at Orihuela, 1 sueceeded in.
..' getting , 8. .little milk for the first time since
.leaving Seville, .and made readymy chocolate .

.intheEnglish fashion. . Nothing is so diffí-
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tebe had in Spain,. as milk. Cows' milk is

a luxury not to be dreamed of,. excepting in

the very .largest cities; and even goats" milk
is far .from plentiful j milk, in fact, is an
aliment of which theSpaniards make no use. '
" From Orihuela, 1 skirted the Huerta,p,ass­
ing cIose ·under the range of hills that bound

it on .the north; and noticing a cross 'on the
summit of a perpendicularrock, and another

beneath ·i t, ,1 .inquired of the muleteer, the
_-__causeoftheir erectiou.i--and he Inreply, to~d

me. a . melancholy jstory. . howa certain friar
of Orihuelawas grievously, tempted bX the

flesh; and hQ~ he Clreamt, that to escaBe from

temEtatioll, he must go to the brow of a
certain"mountain-' a .dream that '"\Vas doubt-
Iesssent by the .devil,~and how that when he
arrived there.. the damsel who stood between
him andEeaven. . was .waiting for him; and
.hcw. he, being a. holy man, and seeing ,no
m~~n,~ of escape but one,commended himself
to the saints, andIeapt from the summit of

. the rack ; ',but the saints. .unwilling that he
should .commit suicídeveven to escape from ,.

.another .deadly .sin, .. bore him up, .and ,he
walkedback to the convent. : .But every day .

i .
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he returned to this rock to pray; .ánd when .

he diedyhisbodywas miraculouslyconveyed
from the' convent to that spot, beneath which
itwasburied.. '. '.-: ';; .: .:'" . >. .'. .. . .

. . Soon after passing these crosseS,\ve reached .

a vrllage, :..whosename 1, have forgotten ;' .but
·thé"enirance· to·it was .marked bysom é beau­
tifuland: extensive .:inclosures:-~thic~ets ' of

. órangevt rees .and pomegranates.. surrounded

byarow of'stately palms. -The nextvillage~e

árrivedat was La Granja,- -situated also amid
gróves~ 'of oranges ando palms; .butexhibiting
ih· ·~its·:ruined .dwellings, and almost houseless

population, :t he ' awful :'effeets ', of: tne.. ·. eartH~

quake-ofI 829~ ' that ·spreadruiIfand desola":
' ~ibh evien:s=ome of the fairestvalleys in Murcia:
.T hts .. road possesaéaa.:peculiar .and .sad-in- .

terest, from .onnducting the traveller through

these: melancholy scenes.'.' La ~ Granja.' suf- .'
féred -severely by 'the visitation. '::.:I scarcely

. .saw'T'one··upper ,··story .standing, ' andrthe
gréater '.-number .;',.of . the :' .houses . had ~ beeri

. Ievelledtwith 'the ground'.' .: Upon.. the. -sites .

oí ~ these; ·tht, :·'ownershad'hui]tIowhouses 'oí
.orie _ r~'story'f :"'and "those: .ofiwhicli: the lower .

.... .. ~ '!' .. , •

·'· .VOL.' ·I t l".' : .:." ' ..U ·· , . , ,.... " , i .: \ ¡
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story still remained, were inhabited in that
partwhich .had withstood the shock• .I The

tower oí the church .had not beenthrown

. clown, but 1 noticed .a wide rent from tbe top
to thebottom. :'., .:
.. ,The earthquake of 1829 took place on the

21st of March. · Inthe morning theskywas
serene, and the atmosphere clear; but to­

wards mid-day clouds began to rise, and the

sky wasaoon. obscured; ..thewind also .en-

~__ tirely fell, .·and .. it was a perfect calrn. . ~ "," T.he

shock took 'place at six inthe evening, and .
lasted .only five seconds; ·but. in .these fíve .

seconds it sRread aeatu ando ruin wherever. it
was felt. . Fifteen t0'Yns ': and villages were

less or more injured. Torre Viejo, on the

sea-coast, four .. Ieagues frorn .Orihuelaywas

entirely destroyed ~. and in .tbat town, in .AI­
.mosida and La:._Granja, ·.betweenfive and six
.hundred personswere swallowedup, or were

buried among the ruins of their homes.. :Torre

Viejo is .rebuilt witlrfimber .houses ofone

·story. . ':I h that place, .everydayrenews the

. recollection of its misfortune ; . for it is a sin­

guIar fact, thata day never passes over Torre
. Viejo that '~ slightshock of earthquake is not
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felt, . "Á t Orihuelaithe .shock · was severe:
many houses were rent, ·some· few injured, ~

but no lives were Iost. 'At Alicant the shock

. was .also alarming, although, there, ·little
actual damage was sustained. A gentleman

of thatcity related to me, that while he sat
writing, he 'Celta" very slight motion.iwhich

he .knewto 'be producedby an earthquake,
for slight-shocks of earthquake have always

been ofcommon recurrence throughout 'Mur':'
I ' .

cía; thinking it possible that tbe shock might
b'e 'repeated, he walked to the balcony, and

,"at ;the "same monient his anticipations preved .
. .tootrue: ~ he' 'saw tlie'wall' oí toe 'honse racK '

. .

, t!J ~ ' and , "fro~!: ana · alm'ost' :immeaiately >after- .
waras found ' himself, 'witbout ,knowing how, '

:. inthegreat square, where the whole of'fhe
, .inhabitants were already assembled, testify- '

ing 'theírularmm all tbé modes bywhich
'"humanfear can find expression. .. The 'shock

was sensibly feltin the harbour of Alicant; .
, itseemed to thosewho wereembarkedyas if .

the 'vessels' ,had "struck against eachother~

.."It isjiornore than justice to add, thatsúb-

scriptions "for ".the: destitute sufferers were
'" .. . '· U· 2 ,..,' ,; ,.

. '. .. . ".
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'universal .throughout Spain, . and that the

'.king .liberally .aidedithe ..subscription {rom
hisown purse.· . .'. ':" \ ' ' . ¡.... .~ " . .. ., . ,, ; "

. , :' .After leaving ,La,Granja; Ipassed through .
two other villages .in a state of'ruin., :. In one

· oí them the tower of .tbe . church had been

thrown down, and a rent a footwide ~traver~ed
, .

the side wall,. · The w.\10Ie of the ,vay from

. .Orihuela to Alicant;·.I. observed that alrnost

. all ;,~P.~ : .childrenyand . ~v..ery m~nygrown-up
... . . '

.--__ · Herso.n.~i, .~ere :. ,affi~c_te~..with so.re~yes. .,.. ';(he .
'", ,- ~ , . '

p~opJe ,in.;. the .neighbourhoodwere unable .to
... Jo ' . .. lo

~~sigQf any .causefor...,this" thpug4 l was in-
formed at ~licallt tlíat it,was· to be, ~ttributed
to...i~rig·~t.ioIi ; _but ~ as .there .js, not the .same

prev~al~nce . of this complaint ~ in i . the . vales

of Murc.ia;·~ or'. Orihuela, .\whe~_e ;, irrigation .is
'c~rrieq to . Ias. great. arrextent.. as; , i~ :: .these
·':smaller valleys; this seemed .to-me -to ;be,::a

. ' conclu~iol)" scarcelysufficientlybuilt ~po~.ex~

perience,:. " .' . ,\ ~ . . : ,~ . . '. , :. ... ..' :.' .. ' .'>: . ' ,;

. ':: The .country.is here.extremely beautiful.i--,
_'. wetraverse ~ :succession of littlehuertas; as

. . . .fertile asjrrigation and la .delightful climate :.

. canrnake ,them ;~v~ry· .one 'wi~h itsvillage.
.surrounded by orangeries and palm groves.

. , i
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After'pa~sing this line ofvillages, the fig-trees '
are ;so"numerous as' to seern almost a forest; .

. .and 'sucoeeding .the fig-trees, a thick and ex­

tensive wood of olivesstretches 00 all sides; .
befe', the'olive is not the .dwarfish tree we find

it -in .t he : south: of Franco, or \,everi 'in other

parís'of Spain, but a finebranchytree, which;
but for the 'unlovely hue of its .greencmight •

. vi(~ with many of our forest trees. t ~ " : :' , " ~ <>

' / ,'And:now we approached that most interest­
ingspotonthe route to Alicant, Elche, which .
.lias ,·been 'called " ,·the City of Dates.l'<aud

.~hich~ . '.·to. all travellersrwho haya . never .
pitched their' tents ' witlI. .tBe .~ral)s, : must ·D~ . .

. strikíng,:ilikefrom its beauty and itsnovelty~ ·

HeEe '.I :p llrposed resting until nextday ; and
.. . having .alighted at the Posada de la Concep-

cion~ ' and ordered 'supper; Lwalked out.·to
- .

. ...enjoythe scenery. ; . ,. . , '.. . .
'. ,:: ',E lche' rises from the midst ·of -a· foresrof

. . " , . - . ...¿i ·' 4 _ ' • " . • • •

palms~ ; which encircles it and mingleswith
.. thebuildings, ..andwhich occupies altogether.
'. nearly aleague .square. •" .,There is scarcely a:. .

.vacant spot within, or aboutthe city, that is'
. ...~not . covered · ; with .thern; ". they. ..crowdvthe .

gardens, .theyfringe the banks of the ·stream,
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and in ,every direction are seen overt~pping

the houses. .. . And beautiful is thepalm-tree." .

atothis seasono-e-its .majestic stem rising.to
the height "oí eighty or.a .hundred feet. ísur-

. mounted .by "·the clusters .of bright .golden

dates, and its broad canopy of fan-like 'l eaves
falling around like a circular"plume. '" From
a tower of the very ancient .palace of the

Dukes ofArcos, .1 obtaineda view ayer. the
city and the surrounding country; this view .

was of'so novel a character.that it will .bear
ne comparisonwith any otherj it was simply

----. the.view oí a ... palm .forest, .whicb; ' fromvthe

great height ofthe trees, seeme« 'uFl15ounaec1,
with the cify embosomeá i Il it. '.' ·This is all

that ~an be said byway of description ; ·but
the ,mere novelty of .aview, embracing thou­

' s~nds, . .andvtens :of.:i!thousands...·,of ·, ·these ·
strangely .beautiful .trees, :cannot .fail ',.to .de~ .
Iight the speetator. ; , -. .. . ., - ; .

..1 fared well in the posada, anddrank deli- .
cious wines ; and passed the evening-in.eon- "

versation with the .host andhis family, and a .

.neigbbouring grower and exporter of barilla,

.and other produce .of the district. , .He was

an intelligent and communicative man ; and .

. .. .- .
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from .him 1 learnt somep'articulars respect-:

.ing Elche. ,E lche contains about 20,000 in­
. habitants, and may be called a flourishing

. ' .
city; forthe surrounding country, besides .its

Iarge produce of dates, abounds ,in barilla, of'
,

which the .. export isvery extensive.· Last
year; the exp<?rt Dr. barillafromAlicantybut .
ehiefiy grown. in the vieinity' of Elche,
amounted_ tono less than 200,000. quintals-s­

twenty millions of Ibs.TIle export of dates
1 could not ascertain; but 1 afterwards learnt

~......._ atAlicant, tbat a great .proportion oí .the .

.........~__d"'"-.ates imported to England as Barbarydates,
are fram ,Elcne;, ano· in ,pr@of of tnis,h¡,,,,as1 y Gp e a
shewn sorne boxes in :.a \vareh e1:1se ~ .c ·n13Fked

J nI n 'e, Barbal1Y.daree." ~ The wages ofvfield vla-'
bour .at Elche; are' three or four reals ; .and
every thing is proportionably cheap ; .barley
breadywhieh is much used in this neighbour...

hood, is sold at t\VO quartos (less than a far­
thing) perpound.. Elche possesses one im-' .
portant advantagevover most of the other .
Spanish cities: .it is not overrun with priests:

and friars'.. ,It ~ contains only two churches,
and two convents; .and the inhabitants are.

thus spared the expense of feeding the. idle,
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and useless-incumbrances whoare s~ 'greata

burthenuponthemarket people of 'Mli'rcia,·
Orihuela; "G uadix,'. ando other cities-of .the

. .
southernprovinces.: .And. besides this advan-
tage, .theproportion of . the religious~ bodiesin
Elche is so small; that their infíuence .actsfee­

bly : .self-interest has .gained tupon the .domi­

nion of superstition; .forI was informed, that
the after part of most ofthe holidays, .enjoined;' '

orrecommended.. by the ' Catholié'ehurch, ··'¡s.· ·

spent in .field labour.. i The . two.convents 'of .'
Elche. are :rich~ ; ....andfherefore .'have: Iess .in-' ,.
terest .in maintainingthatdominion; .to which
others are' inoeotea .fer tlleir sustenance~ :"¡ ;': ": ....

. .

:~ .1 left Elche aoout su~rise . on foot; -the mu-:.

T Iefee~ .. uotvbeing-ready, and walkedslowly' ,
, .

through the palm forest, .that hemight :ov'er-;

take me'. , . ' ~ . 'I ~ noticed that the cólour of :the···. ' ' " ".'

. , .fruit vari'edmllch.; 'some'of.the,:,clusters .being .,'

green~ , sorne ' 01 ' thernyellow, : sorne: orange '
colour; .or golden, and sorne'.brown ,.; .but .the "

two latter colours ..werethejnost prevailing.
The tastealso differs. : .Lthrew stones at.some

. .of-the clusters which ..were -upon thelowest ,
, treesj ;and found-the fruit T brought vdown,

differ almostasmuchIntaste .i .as in ' colour.; ,

." .
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the deepgolden, .verging upon brown, tasted..
the,most:agreeably.· ,At a houseon the out-.

skirts of'theforest, 1 purchased Ilb, for four.
quartos,' (about one .penny), t"After' leaving
the palm forest,' we passed through a wild '

country.c.partially-under . tillageaand here '
the. seais firstdiscovered upon theright ; ,the
castle 'of.Alicant; perched uponits high rack, ~

rising J in' ,,front.,' From this 'point,'i we.. de-:

scended into a, cultivated plain; .abounding
in almond .trees ; .and .then winding for. a
while ~mong sand-hills, we passed along the

~__-.;,:;;st[aight avenue .that Ieads tú the gate of Ali-
i cant;. which! 1 soonaf.t~r.war.ds enteréd,au<l ' Ge
A alighted,at the Fe.nda 8e las' Diligeneias.'~,·~',.", l ' '

nT Dr !'A1ft~li having breakfasted.. .Lwaited ' upon
~ , ' Mr.,Waring,- the British Cons~l at. this port,

andihaveigreat pleasure in" acknowledging
, his .. hospitalitiesr-e- not ieasily forgotten by

one who, after having .lived upon Spanish ....
}tews "since' leaving -Malaga, .enjoyed the

luxury of.a true English dinner; ':.. T9 .Mr.
'Adams, also, the Consul for the United

,
States.. Iwas indebted for many kind .at-
tentions, .and much valuable 'information. 1:

wasmuch struckwith the interior 'of sorne'
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of .the houses in . Alicant ;:;·tlle spaci~usness

of the rooms ; ·the magnificence .ofthe .stair­

'cases; and particularly, the beauty. of the

floors -. '. These, throughout anextensive suite
of apartmentsopening into .each other, .are

- .
covered with the Valencia' ti~~, ' : 'which , is:.a .

kind of porcelain. The-piééés of whichthe
floor is .composed; . . are about ·.n ine. inches

square, the :ground -white, and ..each having

a ' fiower painted upon' ·it,.· with .rthe ·utmost

truth and o delicacy; .. an~ .the . Jobbies .and.
. . staircases are-paved .in :;the ;··same..way•.<' ·Io':·

sorne .houses, .the . different ~ 'rooms. are .paved.
· witli differ ént ~atterns ; ' but 1 thóug~llf : it .

more elegaht;' whereone "pat tern eovered ·.a . .'

suite of apartnients.v. ri . .. . .... ." .'

. . The ' sit uation of Alicant '.' pleased. 'me;~'

though less . thari thatiof .Malaga.. -: iLike.:. .

Malaga,it Iiesat the ·foot ·oí a bay ;but·the .
·-mountains behind it .are· comparatively ..di-:"
· minutive.r the castle, ·however,. issingularly- .

picturesque ; ·the rack' upon .which 'it stands.

· is eight ormine hundred feet high,-~nearly
. . .

pointed, . and stands 'isolated' from theother

heights ; .:ando.a precipice;.. reaching from the.
· foot of" the 'castlc ' wallvoverhangs the to'vn·. :.··.
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The rock is constantly crumbling ;: .and fears
are entertained, that it may sorne day over-
whelm the city. . 1 applied for leave to see
the fort, but this was refused. The ql1ay
is -fine and spacious, and a handsome row .
of houses fronts the sea.
. ! The day artero my' arrival in Alicant

chanced tú bé .. an .important dia de fiesta;
for .ít was no Iess tban the day of the patron .
Saint-of thecity' (Saint Nicholas), who is
besides tbe peculiar, patron of allryoung

---w:omen who wish to be married. . In tbe .
~---

e~ening 1 went tothe cathedral, which was-----
illuminated, and was fi!le<rl .with spe'ctatorsc; yGe

.:,; sorne seated up(!)n ,. mats, sorne stana.¡n~:: and .

in frBnt of the altar an elevated platform was
, . ,

erected, upon which sat the Governor, and
.. high civil and military .officers, .The 8aint

.stood in a niche, in the centré of .the altar;
surrounded by lights; .above,was an image
of Ohrist, and belo\v,' an image of the Vir-.
gin. : After the 'performance of sorne selec-.
tions oí music,~ all the female part of the
.audience pressed forward towards the Saint;

for she who has the good fortune to see the

Saint with his eyes opeo, will eertainly be.

ea
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married the , sari:u~~ .· , ;year:': : ..;There,' w ás ',-much

eagernessund much .merriment ~. among the

ladies ;and as Lchanced ' tobe in ~ the. cur':" ,

rent, 1,.was .carried in".the , same:.direction.
-1:,found, : that ,the, f,'inerriment .. .was. 'owing to "

. fhe difficulty of ascertainingrwhat allvwere
anxioús to ascertain ; for either .the eyes .of
thaBaint, .or the lights, were so contrived,
'that it was "impossible .to :determine"whether
his -eyes.were 'open or shut. :.·:After the'cc:~re~ · ·

, monies; .a paltry engraving of Saint Nich"olas
'was presented to eachof the. greatrnen who '
, occupied the platform. :,:,all , ~f, ' .whomv reve-:

rently" kissed ..ita~ :' 'Th' líis ~cwas .:,alsa .;tn'e "fe:e.
given to -tne musieians.- .. ' ,. '. '

",, ', In-~lic'an~ there is anextraordinary forget-
fulness or .disregard . of distinctions' inrank;
arising. .'no ,doubt~~ ' from .thevery .limitedso- '
ciety -of the town.> .Lt is .notat allunusual '

,to ,see .the .daughter .of the . governor .sit t ing . .

. upon .vher: balconyr -invcompany .withithe .'.
daughter of the jailor.. ". .If there should-be
a deficiency of .one ,or two persons toomake

f , up _a game at 'cards; the most respectable :of ,: ",',
-:. the ,inhabitants will send to any low 'persoii

in ' ' the~' ,- neighbourhood wbo.
p

happens to .be

, ,
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skilful in the game, to supply the deficiency ;

.and among the many. examples of this, ·..1
knew an officer, holding a highoffícial situ­

. ation, who ~ every night sat ,.down .to .cards

with his wife, ' and :a .tailorwho :.lived .next
- .

'.-door, and who chanced to be. an adept in
their favourite ';game. ' ; ~ .The Spaniards; . ~spe-

. cially.in the soutb, .although.:not .addicted too
'gambling, ' areextremely fond:of:c~rds:¡ . they

p~ay . frorn .the real .interest .which theyfeel
inithe game,-. its .chances and .Its..·~difIi~, :

. . .

culties,-.. for the .stakeis ,generally s.o utterly

[nsigriificant , : that .it can. scarcely add .: any':
thirig. t o thé..inte.res~. ¡, .~n .tr.uth,. · ~ , ~l)e,te.. ;' i s~ :' a
miserable :w:anto~ < ,reSOUFce .. :i,n ,'mos,t partsof ,

' SB~in ~. : : ,>: .;·The ~,regimé. , : of.'m~rried: ..l ife forbids
those domestic enjoyments.i--fhose home oc-

' . ' ,

cupations.e-that fill1.ip so large ·a:.:portion C?{
the evening hours ,in.:an English . family .of ,
themiddle classes ,~,. ;books:andstudy are-al-..

.moet out of .the question .; : beé~u.se, llnl~~s in

the.principal _~itie~,. .p~1?lic Iibrariesare,~p~: .

where to .Qe .f9und ; .and 'p¡;iyat.e;Iibraries are
luxuries that.. few possesaiSpain has .not, .l ike ..
France, , ~ . t~e : resource ~f ; , ,;t4~; ' : coffee-house ;,.

~ . ~ . - " . .
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,. . '. : . ~ ,~ : , . ; :' . ' . I _ .:.' :

'. " \ , .

norvlike England, the newsof yesterday.: to
employ a vacant ,hour; ,'and ' therefore the
S paniard ,seeks relief from','ennui in' ,cards, ,
which areialways: at hand,'. and ;are .,at .all
times .' capablé-of'producing the .sameenjoy-

, .
ment, .
":, When 1, visited Alicant;: difficulties ' ~ had' ,

been newlythrown in 'the .way of even the
simplest interchange of civilities; ", and~ , ' so~ ,

ciety was in consequence almostbrokenup.
Publicparties, such asballs, &c~~ were pro·' ,

~-liihited ;" and it was even expected thatfhe ~

gevemor shouldbe:',':informed,! if" more:::than '

half~a;.dozen pérsons were invited :,to an en- .
tertainment :" 'this was more ,'complained ,:of '
B~' tlie' foreign :merchants. than bythe : Spa~

, niards, becausethe Spaniards give few enter-

ments,--and foreigners not being willing to
maketheexpectedintimation tothe governor,'

", society .,vas' rápidly ~ outhe decline.iiEvery ," '
, .

. .. .one spokeof the governoras aman' of des-'
, potic . character; "but theSpa~ish':'go\Terl1-: , '

ment considers aman of this .kind necessary
in •a place "like Alicant, w here .it -iswell

known, .: that 'liberar opinions 'have many sup-
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. porters, and where the populationis so closely
.ccnnected with. many of the refugees. ' ~ -Few

towns have suffered more from ,emigration

than Alicant : :,between .three and four hun­

dred persons were .forced Oto leave it from
political .causes ; so that ther~ .are few fami-:

líes .in Alicant who have no relation or friend '
among the emlgrés..: -,~ut theigovernor, :al- .
though. scrutinising political .opinion .with .a
keenness. that is .disagreeable .-: to lnany; is

allowedby all tobe a11 admirable civil ina­

'gist~ate. : Alicant was .formerly almost ·as '_o__notorious for robbery and murder, as Malaga

is still ; . but these cmrnes are , now almosf
unknown. .:,T lie gavernor,is accustomed him- :'

self':oto· .perambulatefheistreeta-during ::.the
night"disguise,d, .and with two attendants ;
and it not unfrequently happens, "that when "

one is challenged in passing alongthe street

during the night, the .challenger is discovered
to be the governor. .. . ,.. _ . ,~. :.; :., " . :>. .'

,: . [ · Al icant-, ~· like · ..most oí theother Spanish.: '

sea-po~ts, has greatly declined in .itsgeneral
C9mmerce.:,", In the days ofitaprosperity.as "
~a<ny . " ~s ' _one .tbousand vesseIs " ~o have been
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known to enter the port inoneyear :' at pre­
sent the average nuinber: is,abo'ut threehun­

dred.··.. ' The .exports of every .kind, .. witlrthe

exception of barilla, are gráduallydeclining. .
The export of wineparticularly, .formerlY··an

important article of Alicant trade; is nowre­
duced .to almost nothing.;, <"A littledry 'Wide
'is::still shipped toGibraltar; '.a"ud· the sweet

wine (tent) ,is-iexported in l
. 'súcÍí'very;smaii

quantities, as scarcely to enter into the tables .
'-'the little ~'tllat'is shipped,is forRussia.'. .. ~. 1

am convinced; thatif thecOffiIílbn· red. wineof .
• ",... f ' 'r' " " ."

_--_ AlicaHt werebetter' known, .itwouldfind"a
reaQ~' marK:et~;-· it ··· i's ' ma'dC' ffom : ~everái Gener
qualitiesof grape~"lnixea/ ana if'~ l{ept ·a'' féw

l1 wears' is truly .delicious.vThe ;exportvof'<al­
mondsund off 'raisins -docs ·nót: '·.air~'preserit

decline ,;.'the :form'er 'are foro tlléT English arid .'
Hamburgh ' markets.-c-the raisiñs!éxclusively .

for Englishconsumption. ,¡Th'efAlicán"t 'ttilsiiÍ; .
which is dipped,like the leaia of Má.iaga~is .
used in' England for plum-pudding, ,afia;ln:the

manufacture .. of -raisin winel '~' Theexportof
brandy, of-wliich' ;oii~hlin<fred thousand

pipes have been 'known-toIeaveAlicant;' has
almost entirely ceased; al1do~l, since the .
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]088 of the colonies,has, been .exported in

comparatively small quantities. ' '.

;,!,The only exports of a~y consequence are
barilla and salt. 1 havealready stated the
amount of the former export in theyear 1829.

.In. 1830 it would ,greatlyfall , below that
quantityjbut, upon the whole.vthe exportof
barilla maintains jtself This is not, .how­

.ever, a lucrative trade, : ,The profitTrom
barilla affords thacultivator nothing beyond

abare .livelihood, But in a countrywhere

rain j.s so uncertain, :barilla is the ,only, safe

__- __,crop upon land that is beyond the reach of

irrigation•. Tlle pJjiee; ofi tbis ar,tiele is ; e~-y Genera í e
.tremely low, oecause, in ·tRe mali~efs", f)f I~e~

IaD~, : to which it i~ chiefly exported, it has to
. competewith the potash.· ·'rhe barillaof an

-inferior quality is sent to England for the use.'

.of the soap boilers. ; It is possible that sorne
.may ~ not .know how barilla is •made. ,The

.weed, which is planted by seed, is .pulledup
~by the·.root, and is stacked and dried; .circu­

.lar pits aremade in. the ground and heated;
.hars are .laid across .themouth of these, and

theweed beingplaced upon them,melts and

. VOL. 11. ~

, ~
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. drops into the .pit, and .hardens into ibarilla.
The cultivation of .barilla is ' expensive. :·be;-·
cause .theIand requires much ..dressing, .and .
.a largesupply.of manure. v i- vv.: .... . ',-

The other principal export," .salt, -is · éln~.

.barked from Torre 'Viejo, thoughthe 'vesseIs .

rnake -lheir clearances at Alicant. Fromfifty
to sixty vessels yearly olear outwith cargoes
.of salt, ehiefly for Sweden ando.the different .

portsof theBaltic. .•....... This salt is réroarkably
strong, and ·best suited, therefore, : for .those

---......count ries ' ,:where ·'· saJ ted ·' provisions :..are.. .the .,
.mostin .use. . . :,:r .. :. :':' .'. ~ :' , - <o

.. . .

- OBe of my mavn.ings 1 'devoted to a " r.aIR :to

·the huerta, WIlicñ lies aBout two miles 'lo -the

east of the city, . It -is .about three miles in '.

diameterv-sthe sea .forming its .southern boun- ..
dary, and the .mountaiIls eIltir~iy closing .

.. round it on the west, north. .~Í1d : east,: ~ · With.
. .. sofavourable asituation, .and irrigated {roma

,reservoir forrned in themountains, ibis huerta

will scarcely yield in productivenessto any.of

·t he most favoured spots in 'Spain, . Besidesa
·.:constant successionof c~ops of grain, barley,

whe~t,and maize,-. . of'flax.und of thevarious
esculents used at .thetable, this little plain is ..

. \ ' . ..

. i .

~- ' .. . ~ ; .... .

. . . ,. : ..
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.thickly strewn .with every kind oí fruít tree, '

:~o,range: Iemon; fig, almond, pornegranate,

.apricot, and with innumerable mulberry and

olive ~rees. , But .the greatest novelty .of this

.plain consists in the many delightful country ,

houses that are , scattered ayer it ; ",these .be-
' . ~ ~ .. . , . . .

.long to .the merchants of the city ; andone
.obje~t 'of .ambition for which _e;verY'.,one in
Alicant strives, is to possess a country house

.iuthe huerta. Exposed, however, as 'the
huerta is .to· the southern sun, 1 should think

tn:~ .pride insuch a possession must be greater

tli:a':l the pleasure.. . ,;
.. ' . .1 was greatlyamused 1Jy, tlle history or~ .

law-suit .thaf was penCling while 1 'was at
. ~licanfi . :' .A . ce~tain .richiproprietor having
' .died about six monthsbefore, .1eff.money.to
.the .church; sufficient .·to purchase ' twelve

.thousandmasses for his soul; but after a few
of thesehad been said, the ·.masses were dis-
.continued, and the process was .brought by .

· ..the heir '.to recover the sumleft for th~ masses,

.thechurch having failed to fulfil the conditio~ ,
'. .upon which the money wasbequeathed. ·. ··

..The .defence set up was sufficiently ·singular ; .
. . x 2

. ', '.o': .
" . ~ " - .~ .. .

...
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. -Those' uponwhom the duty ofsaying' these

masses devolved, willingtobeexcuscd from :
theIabour, .interceded with "the bishopvwho
intercedediwith his "holiness' 'the ,'p ope :: -lbe '.

·defence against the claim was the :'production

of the pope's letter; which declared, by his

' sovereign .authority, that .i he .celebrationof
twelve 111asses should llave the .saine 'effe ét,

. .-

and be as ·beneficial to the soul of thedeceased
as the celebration, 'of twetve .thousand masses;. .

___-·_Tlle · decisi ón upon ,thecase- ;hacl. not-been .

'given when 1 left .Alicant ;b'ut'as iririvolved

a question touching the nove·s 'spiri"tual "I)OWer,
·lhe probabilities ' a¡:e , that ñis boliness wáuld'

p.~ove an overmatch for the heir.. .. :Tne argu­
'inent of .thecounselin support of" the -claim

.'.,vas merely uon-fulfilment 'oí .the stipulated
."dúty ;: w-hile the .argumerit ' for · .'cth~ · · chtlrch·

.' 'was, that the deceasedhadinteuded tobenefit
..: -his soul to a ··certain extentvfor whichhe left .

;a certainsum oí moneyjand thaf sincehis .'
:.soul was· benefited toothesameextent bythe .
performance .oí twelve• .'as ' of 'twelve thousand

masses, the intention 'of 'the deceased "was
·'equally fulfilled;' and"the"n~oney~ therefore,

equally the property of those who fulfilled .it ..
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. But tbis evidently leaves room for .a rejoinder, '

as to the power and valúe of the pope's letter.,

At Alicant 1" heard the worst accounts of
, ~

the road to San Felipe. . Every oneagreed

that there was the utmost danger ofrobbery,
and 'urged: upon me the necessity oftaking al'

, escort. . 1 recollected that at M r. Adding­

ton's table at Madrid, L'had been told by;

Captain 0-'-,kJ a gentleman well known.for.
bis enterprise in. scientifíc pursuits, and inti-:

matelyacquainted with every part of Spain,
that 1 should run the greatestrisk of robbery
in. the neighbourhood ofSanFelipe, and be..

~----

tween thatto\~n " an~ · ?AJlicant ;a ancL: being. Genera ie
'" ' , " .

obliged to eapJ1~ f~~m ~Iieant 'a l:uller purse' o'

than .it "would o have been convenient to lose;
1 yie1,ded in .thia one instance to the general
opinión, andapplied,tbrough Mr. Waring, to
.the governor, foran escort of'four soIdiers to

Fuente de Higuera.. o The danger of .robbery:

llpon this road is notby regular banditti, but .
by itinerant oridle, or ill-disposedpeasantry,:
W}lO '; have frequentJy been :known: to leave

. their work in thefields to .intercept and rob
-a o traveller, o and o then return .lo theiruccu- 00

pation. o ' .: :
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· 1 hired a tartana as usual, at therate .of

three dollars a day ; , and .left 'Alicant 'about
seven in' the morning, 'accompanied ,,'by ' iny
four soldiers, armed withgunsvswords, and.
,bayonets. '. The country, upon leaving Alicant, '
is at first very interesting ;" after 'pas'sing '

sorne low hills about a league distant, we en- "

teredthe little -vaIl~y of .Montforte, which. :

with its handsome church,and Moorish cas->
tle, 'dominates ayer its ,own 'fer tile:, huerta.'

Between this place and Novilda, we passeda
c'on\!:ent of the Franciscan order, of vast ex':' ," : ,

, l~nt, ' and in which '1 was informed there are " '

sixty ' monks.· ' i We aIs6 passea two'"men, , e
whom the muleteer' recognised as t\VO noto-

J1iaus t liieves, who had lately been released

from prison. " At Novildawe stopped, the .
, rnuleteer tu díne,~myselfto take a 'cup:',of

choc9Iate. ',The'.streets. of ,this >,village· were·>,
spreadIn many places with figs, drying in "
tbe sun, ,whichany one appeared tohave the
liberty of making free with .. ' 1 picked upone.
or two, · ·bu~ found them indifferent. . From

Novilda, w~ passed through B.,very partially ,
..cultivated cotintry, .,but .affording ~om~ " 'pic-< ,

turesque views; particularly of the Castle of '
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Luna, 'sit"uated"upou' a very high rock; and..
soonafter we .descendedinto the vale of Elda,
by- a singularly wild approach in a chasm '

through barren gypsum hills, ' Walking in
ádvance of tbe tartana, 1 observed in a: deep
hollow below, "a; spectacle in'perfect unison

.with .the . 's~enery .-.:',: It was the carease of a '
mule, the possession _of ,which was disputed ' ·
by',about '·a "·score oí',ravens, .and four very , '

. ,

large lean dogs. The discharge ,bf one of the
soldier's muskets scarcely startled them ;

-----tliey were ," toobusy" to be easily disturbed.

, !fhe' little vale,and -town of Elda, lie very
bewitchingly on the otner 'side of: these bar- '
ren hiIIs. : ·· Tlíe ~'huerta,vas covered with ver....

. . dure;' a nd the town, with jts castle upon a
, .rock->-like : all the towns in thisneighbour- .

hood-Iooked proinising as night's quarters. ~

1 was amused with tbe .distinction which was
'.máde in ' the 'venta "at this place, between

lhings,which scarcely differ from each other~ '

.. . . ·· 1 asked as usual for a quarto; and they

,úshered me .intoa room without a:chair or a "
.: table. ·' ' ,1 of course eomplained of the accom­

modation; ce Oh," said they," ifyou wish to .

have a"sala," that's anotheraffair"; andoto a
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sala we went, which differed from the other,
only in having two chairs, .and adeal table;

bu!' the sala costs the traveller .double the
priceof the quarto~ ' ': '. :' . , . .' . ' <.
...... . Next day was one of the most important

festivaIs .in Spain, noTess than that of the
concepci ón purissima ; and not 'being able to

start in the morningvuntilthe muleteer had . ' ...

. attended mass, J thought it as well toattend
'it along with him, .' In this church,;1 noticed

. . "

_.__..__ the same edict that 18 published in the church .'
ef ·Alicant i an oindulgence .granted . by the. .

'College of 'Oardinals of no -fewer ,than two

thousand five ' l1 untlred ano eightx ·clays, to
whatever .peniterii .person sñall say ' at the
altar éf the Virgin, '" ·Ave Maria Purissima"; .

.'and the"same ·to every one WI10 'shal}'reply to
.this; " Sin pecado concebida." . Itwas in.this :. . .

' cha'p~r that .mass waaperforrned t and .many '.
two .thousandfive hundredand eighty days :..

',-vere .no· doubt that. day.addedtothecredit
sirle of the purgatory accoun ts '. ':· .My rouleteer, . .

. in particular, was constantand earnest in .his
"

endeavours to turn th~ morning to othe best ..

advantage: constantly on the watch to hear

any one say "Ave Maria .~urissima;~ hewas
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keptconst.antly repeating" Sin pecado conce- .
bida." :. After we set out, 1 told him he inust
eertainly be a great rogue, '.since he had
shewn so much anxiety in. the morning 'to

accumulate·indulgences. He replied that he
. ~ was not any worse than bis neighbours ; but

that it rwaabest .to .be upon the safe side. ·
. . .

. 'I'hefeast of theConcepcion Purissima, pro-
duced one good ' effect. . .1 was not charged

at 'the posada aboye one-third part of thesum

1 .had .·'been accustomed to pay; no doubt

.: beeause onso 110ly a day, to cheat would
. "

lrave been to neutralize the effectof the in- ~

dulgences. <" , ' , ': : .,' , ; ,

.. '. From .Elda and its'vale, ·we.passed through

a ·wilaJ country to . Sax; a'.' romantic . town,
overlookedby acastleperched uponthe top
of a rack as high as that oí Alicant. There .

. . we on1y stopped to take in a supply of bread,
.: forwhich Sax is famous, and proceeded ·to.­

wards Villena, still through a wild country. ..

. 00 tlie road, we met a coach filled with tra-
.. vellers,and escorted by :five soldiers ; and

alsoa. 'gentleman ori horseback, with aoes- .
cortoof two soldiers; ··proving thatI was not .

. . singular in the precautioll 1 had taken. Vil-
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lena has also its ~' tock,. · and castle, and .huerta;
I , .', . ,

the latter Iarger .than those oí .Elda or .. Sax,:
. ' .

because Villena is a:place of sorne sizercon-
taining several convents .and churches,'. and '.

.nearly 8,000 inhabitants. >..Thevine isexten­
sively grown upon the lower... acclivities .'. of
the neighbouring sierra. . and . is almost .all
converted into brandy. . The population · .of

this .t 6wn appeared to .me to present ~ .sin..· ·

gularly. disreputable appearance-. . beggarly,

idle, ragged, ,and ruffian-like ; this; Lwas.in-
.formed, . .was to be .>att rib uted. .to.vthe .great .' ..

plenty, an:d cheapness oí brandy, which had .
produced its usual effects UpOR tliose "who·'.

. indulged in it 'wifheut moderation.

,.' ~eaying ·Villena,. we entered the .Sierra that

..lies between it.and Fuente de Higuera;' this

is considered themost dangerous part of the
road; -and .as .it wóuld .ibe dusk befare, we '

could reach Fuente de ~ Higuera,. thesoldiers . .
. . .

new.:primed their guns, and armed mewitha .
sabre, ·and·we kept clase togetber. ·.,We had .

. a ··singular,. .afid .'certainly very ..interesting .
;rencontre, by the way. '. In travellingthrough .

. a narrow valley co:vere~..with aromatie shrubs - .
·1 noticed upon one'of'the slopes, two figures" ','

.. .. . : . i

. ..
' .. _.,r l .,
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in a stooping posture, whom I' at first mistook.

. for women ; .hui upon coming near. . 1 dis~ ' , . ·

covered them to be tawny Moors, clothed in' ,

the "Moorish ' ~ ' dress, and that; ·they were

.. engaged in searching for something on the

ground : we passed 'wit hin a hundred yards
of' them, ..and .exchanged salutations ; .and I .
.observed; that each .carried a tolerably .large
ba·sket. · '.t 'did .: not olearn the"·explanation

of what 1 had seen till Lreached San'Felipe;
every ·year, in Spring, and in Autunln,! the

. Moorish:. physicians come . to these parts

. from t he shores of Africa, to gather medici-

, nal .plants,~a cústom· tlíat-- may .be . called .
the ónly rem áiuing t ié between ,Barbary·and

.. SBain. : - . ..... .. . . . : . .
.... Descending the 'mountain towards Fuente'

de . tnguera. 1 observed a scorpiori .mi the

path; andosevera! young eagles flew over our .

heads: the soldiers fired at th.eni,-of.course

without effect j and soon after these various.

encounters, we ..carne in sight óf .. th.e· town:,'

. lying amongelevated brown motintains, .and

.surrounded -.with ilex woods; and. aboutdusk
we reached the Posada. o Af this placeI dis­
charged ihe ·· soldiers, all fine . 'young .men, .
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who 1 amconvinced would have ,done their
I "' , M ' . • _" '

duty ifvthelrrservicesbad beerrcalled for.
'I'hey told me' tha~, .Spain ,was "the,,: finest '
country in , theworld ; ' that -they :'A1e,~~ ' "w~II, ..
and regularly paid; , and had nothingto ,CO~- '

plain ' of ; ', ' that they .were .:.ready to .fight ,
, ~

againstwhosoever the king commanded; and '
that they hoped they should -.not spend all

,their davs in inaction. . 1 commended thern for., . .. . . . " '"

their loyalty, . which is always avirtuein a

soldier towards the actual king'-i : g~ve them a
',dallar ,more "t han their due~ , ' and .sentjhem
a,va~ contented. '. . , .. '., ~ " ,,

, ,'. At Fuenta de liig·uera, 1, hatl the luxury of

abare for supper, uHtl the ~till gre~.t~r luxury
· .of a fl.ealess bed :and next morning betimes.L

· was on nly.\Vay ,to San , Felipe.cThis " j ~ a
-.delightful road ; . 've ascended a narrow, .but . '

, ,

, very, charrning .valley, presenting.rat every
, turn new 3Qd picturesqueprospects, .:'l t:,..is .. :',
traversed all the \vay by a ,stream, ; ,W hich ",i~ · .., .
the eastern provincesof Spain is alwaysmade
to fertilize-its .banks.r. a , beautiful . stripe -of

. ~ green layalong its margi'n; '· vines and fruit
, trees clothed .thelower. .acclivities ;of L,.the''
· mountains; which higher .uP' "".erescatt~reQ. ' :'

',' .


