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b"ribery, ·Is~ould think itdiffícult tocommit (.
atheft. · . .. . ~
. ' .One of these gardens w,as formerly 'called ·

Lindaraxa; and as an example of the ex­
travagant, 1 shallquote .the inseription which
refers to this garden. ." The beauty and the
exceIlence "that are ' in me, .proceed ' from

. Mahomed. " Bis .goodness surpasses· that of
, beings .that "have ,passed, ' and that are 'to
,come. Among five 'stars, three turn pale
beside his superior: brightness; ,my master

gives lightness -to the murkiest atmosphere :
tbe ~ stars sicken .,with. Iove. of 'him'; an~ to­

'them, he commnnicates tlíe 12erfume of fllants, '
and the sweet odour oí virtues. , ;Their busi-

. nessis to enligbten the fírmament,' else would

they dart from their.:'places. . ari~ seek his .

presence. ' .By his .command, stones are,' • .

" firmly rooted: it is bis power that communi- .
cates to" them their delicate 'workmanship ;

and by his will -do they remain firme " The
marble softcnsnt .hisvoice j and the Iight of .·

. his eyes scatters <1arkn~ss. · Where is .there
a ' garden like unto this ? .its .verdura .and its ·,
,fragrarice .excel all otbers; and its freshness
is diffused far around !" .

, Q 2 ,
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. 1 must not omit to .make mention of'the
Hall of tbe Abencerrages, so called from an

, ,

historical fact with .which 'it . is connected, ,
and which .ia probably known to the reader,
It 'was in the year'1491,~,vhe'Íl Abdali.was'
king, that two great families, the Gomels .
and theLegris, . conspired the ruin of the '
Abencerrages. . the '. greatest .of the ,lVIoorish

families. . 'To eifect ',this, they .invented á

tale, by .which . t~ey : . fixed· . dishonour .upan'
---- the queen, -andi .connected .it with .Albin

Hamet, ..the chief .of' .thefamily. ,,', The .king
in liis fury, resolved ..to . e~tirpaté . t lie·.famil~,;~

and.. they were sent .rar tú t fie' Alllambra, .one

Th~ one. .and the moment ..theyentered, .each

wasbeheaded besideanalabaster .vase, which ~

yet standsin. thehallrand: which iasaid .to .
. . . . .... .

llave .overflowed-withrtheir blood.. -Thirty-'.
. five ,of the .family :fel,l .victims ;: but ' the rest ,
being ...warned. by. a . pag~ , . who .escaped, .they
raised thecityin their cause, .'penetrated the , . '".
palace. . and islew. many of the Gomels and .

" the Legris, ..who 'there defended .the king. . '
who .took. refuge in 'aneighbouring rnosque..

. The conquest of Granada': speedilyfollowed
this event. '.. '. :: ~ .

, .

' . . ~
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No description can convey .to the reader
any justjdea of the Alhambra of Granada;
nor isrit merely the courts, and: halls, and
fountains, ·.that excite the interest of the tra-

-veller; with every one ofthese; there is sorne
historie ~. and romantie .. association; :'and, he

that would fully 'erijoy the hours, ~ or days, ,

spent among these' splendid tokens:' of the
~oorisheinpire','must 'prepare',himself-by' a
perusal of that delightful work, ,', the Chro~'

nicle of the Conquestof Granada." - He will

tlrerefind- a .thousand stirring, romantic; or .
~_~' affecting:pic,tures,', 'peopling the ,~Alhámbra

witli recollectiens-',~ in1jéfesting, ' . a's':~humaril ,y
passions ,a~a' liuÍnan,; affections.~,'can", lnake
t6em:;'and ifthey benot as ,vivid as 'they are
interestingvthefault will bé in himself,: and

.not in the writer.whowith so graphic a pen

.has sketched the scenes from which they are .

.drawn, ... 1 spent the morning of several days

.wanderingover the Alhambra, andfound no
.diminutionin the interest awakened bythese

, • : • I '.. .. '

majestic remains. ,'. ' 1 .did -not .forget to visit

the rposterngatefhrough which Boabdilel
. Chico, wentfo~th tosurrendel' his .empire,

and which he requested mightbe closed up,

I~l" ..

/
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that no one might enter or pass .out by the

same gatee Accident has now sealed the

request of the Moorish king, for the entrance
is closed tlp with stones.*

The finest point of view in the neighbour­

hoodof Granada, is not from the Alhambra ;

because the view must be imperfect, unless
ti

the Alhambra be itself one of the features.
~- .
/ The chapel oí St. Michael, upon the opposite

height, is the spot to be attained ; :and to this . ' -f

little excursion, 1 devoted a morning.] The.
~""'··-lre*'------··'"- - ...~. . -- ..-- - ~ '-" -' - _....-•

\ nIl! upon which the chapel stands, rs one .
.1 labyrinth of aloes and Indian fig, which form

an .impenetrable tl1icRet, unless \\TJhere tIle
zig-zag path is cut; a~a of so sturdy. a

grpwtH are these, that the prospect .towards

the city and the Vega is entirely shut out..

But this mount is curious and .interesting on

another account: . every ten 'or twelye yards,

, .. ;

• The existence of this gateway, ando the 8tOl"Y connected
with it, are perhaps known to few, but were identified in the
researehes made to verify this history. The gateway is at the
bottom of a great tower, at sorne distance from the main body of
the Alhambra. The tower had been rent and ruined by gun-- ·

powder, at the time .when the fortress was evacuated by ·the
French. Great masses Iíe around, half eovered by vínes and

fig trces.-Cll1"onicle 01 the Conquest o/ Granada.
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you pass, -the exit of a narrow .path cut
through tbe aloes, andoleading, a few yards .
forward,to the door, or rather the mouth of
a hovel, excavated in the face of the hill. :

These habita~ions are tenantedby the vel'y'1
lowest ofthe population, as may welI bebe- ¡

lieved; andl ~~1:!~t~~t8:_.bundred _ª!1_(L~?r._~~J_
of tl1em·.1~I4·requested· permission tú -enter'

....

one, at the door of which, a young woman in
rags, satspinning flax; she told methat her

. ' husband wasout with his gun seeking rabbits,
aiíd the only other inmate of the hoveI, was a
cliild, asleep 'upon amattress on the ground. '
Lsaw no furniture, excenting twé stools and
this mattress, anfl tlie liglít found its ·way .in,··
aucl tne smoke its Wa)T out, at the entrance,
to .which there was no door; butthe woman
said, that befare winter, they meant to supply.

.-this want; and that they also intended to

constructa chimney, or, at least, a hale by
which the smoke might esc~pe. " .. 1 noticed
that someof the other hovels had chimneys,
but L:saw .no. one with a door. 1 .was not
sorry;when, -after many times Iosing my
wayjn .this labyrinth, set upon . by fierce
hungry dogs, 'and .meetiug many suspicious-
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looking perSOl1S', 1 gained the summit of .the

mount, and an open space where ·1 could se"e
around me. ,· , The view was superb.; ,in front

stood the old Moorish fown-c-on ·the left, lay
the ravine of' the Daro-' and beyond "it, ,the

whole range of the Alhambra, 'with itstowers,

and walls, and arches, and pillars, and the
rocky ridge upon which it stands, beautifully

shaded and coloured by the woods, overwhich
late autumuhad tbrown his ficho and name- :

___._ les!; tints: ' still higher, stood theXeneralife; ,
aird, aboye' this range; the dark .defi les, and
sno,vy summits of the Sierra. . 't «?wered .into

the serene skies. ' Toe view 'vas of :a aif~ ". ,

ferent character, looKing ' towards the weste
Streteliing from the foot oí the 'Alllambra,

lay the city, with its rnany spires .and towers, ,

and all its groves and .gardens ; " and .still

farther, was spread out the rich and -fertile
Vega, traversed by. its winding rivers, ,",and

losing .itself '.in the hazy distance;. .''Not
wishing to run the risk of'Iosing myself agaín

in 'the labyrinth of priekly pear, or . to ' en- .

counter the dogs-s-some of which owed me

a grudge, for having threatened them with a'

stone-s-I succeeded in finding another-road



' SPAIN IN 1830. , '233
_ . . , • ...- ,_ . .: ,. "...;.~ . .. .,: •• ,a ' . .. ~ .. _ . .. .

.:.:.......

back ·to the city. [ In this walk, 1 could not . '
but observe the remarkable changes of ~ te.m- 1

.perature 'to which Granada is subject.-. .· \

Walking uJÍ .the sunny sideofthe rnount, I
,.1 'many times blessed thé friendly shade of \

i
the prickly ,pear, '". and the . enOrm01.1S leaves . \
of the aloe j: so scorching 'Yas the SUD;'" and ¡
yet. vunder the wall, on the shaded sirle of I
the 'inount, "the hoar frostwas 'lying'; and I

, i
, this .same :evenillg, 1 foundIt so cold in the ¡

hotel; that 1 drank tea, and received sorne J
.... ;;---

visitors in bed. ..._~.,_.--'~~"-~

_---_' ··: ',The, s~cond night 1, slept in Granada,I
~as ';,'awoke .cabont midnigbt b~T -ac extra-.
o.rdinary coafdsion oí sounds : Dells from the

' seven~y oro: 'eighty" convents and churches,
,rung out analarm; sometimes 'i n discordant .
chorus, ,. .sometimea oue' ceasing. .and .another '

comméncing-e-sometirnes, after a moment of
. perfect silence, all again breaking juta a gene-

, .

raI peal-s-trumpets, distant and near, filled up
. . '.

the intervals.. or ,pierced .shrilly .throu"gh ,the :
crash ófb~lls--, and mingled with these sounds,

,were heard the roII of drums, the hurrying of
footste-ps, .and the howiingofdogs. Natu-
, rally-supposing thatall this must indicate

•
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something, 1 hastily dressed, and putting 011

rny hat, hurried down stairs; but the master
ofthefondastopped' me at the door, telling
me he could upon no .account allow me to go
out; the cause of the disturbance, hesaid,
was a fire, and it would be extremely impru­
dent for a stranger tú trust himself in the

streets. Recollecting Malaga, 1 did not con­

tend the point with him, but contented lny­
self .with looking from the windowof my
apartment. ,The noise still continued, and ,
the fire not being speedily got under by
human, efforts, stronger measures were re-
sortea to: tlíe sauna ov 15e118 and trumpets' y Ge e-a(i~
was exchangeCl for fIle song of nlonKs. 1

J 'NI l1eartl! ' the .monotonous hum' from several
quarters; lights in long lines were se~n .

approaching; and soon one procession, and
thenanother, headed by a silver virgin; ora
wooden saint, crossed the Plaza ; and all the. '

while, the streets were paraded by single
friars, each tinkling a little bell, andcrying
aloud "Holy Mary! Blessed Virgin! save
this city l" This proved effectual, for the
fire was subdued befare morning. 1 need

scarcely add, that befare 'these processions
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- issue . from tbe convents, a hint has been
received, thatthe tire will speedily be got

under,-and . 'VI10- can be surprised that 'the
brethren of St. Francis, or St. Dominick,

should seizé soexcellent an opportunity of

publishing a miracle ?
.'- '.Among the objects most worthy of notice in .
Granada, .the cathedral must not be passed
over. .. 1. was alreadyalmost .surfeited with
marbles and gilding, and paid Iittle attention

. to ·these ; .'but there are sorne other things

deserving of.observation. Among them, the
, .

_--_.most remarkable and the most beautiful, are
the: .Sarcophagi ef Ferdinand and l sabella,
the conquero~s · . of ~ranaaa: : wliicH are ..oí
white :'.:marble,-sculptured with great taste
and .delieacy .. .The sword and sceptre of

. .

these illustrious personages, are preserved in I
the .sacristy. · 1 .observed a curious notice {7
affixed to everyconspicuous part oí the walls, \i
forbidding .any .man · tri .speak to a woman

within the cathedral under the pain oí excom- l '
, . municationv.and the penalty oí two ducats, 1

tobe given to holy purp~ses; ~hus~·m.ak·ing . .1
. . ~ ...~~~ .

., good spring outor evil.t/ ·--Tllere ,\vere ~ for-

merlysome good pictures .in..the cathedral,
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but they did not escape. the rapacity of the
French.

The. ·convents of Granada; are not distin­

guished for their pictures ; . .but the.admirer of
. . .

fine .marbles will find nothing in the Escurial
equal to the marbles tbat adorn sorne of -the
convents of this city. · 1 visited four of the

conve~ts-. the Dominicans, the Hieronomites,
Juan de Dios, and the Carthusians. .The
Dominican convent is remarkable ,. as. ' .the

depositoryof a piece ofmarble found in; the
Sierra.Nevada, upon which is distinctly repre­
sented the flight into Egypt; or at all events,
a pictorial résemblance .i ef t ne {)bj ~cts wliich

are generallyselected by t lie painter to illus- .
1!rate this piece ¡ of history: the marble is "in .
so elevated a situation, that suspecting sorne
deception, 1; obtained a ladder, ando examined

it closely ; ~ but 1 found that the friar had not
deceived me. . Juan deDios contains, besides

• • • &.

much fine marble and innumerable relics, the ..
. . ' I . ,. .

real ~ body of John...of. .God. The ..urn .was
formerly placed within adorne of puresilver,

supported by silverpillars,but .the .F rench

carried off these, and a wooden temple has

been substituted: .it is somewhat curious that
~ .
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. . the French should have respected the saint so
much as to leave the silver urn in which his

l " • .

body is contained. · Judging .however, by the

arder .which he has instituted, the memoryof

JOQn .of.. Godis entitled to v.eneration.The
monks oí this order .do .not spend their lives

insloth, ~ but .devote ..them to the succour of
.the .w retched : ~' . there is always an ,hospital
attached to a convent of this order. The
<1 . " I _ . " ' . • • . ' : ,

Carthusian convent of Granada is one of the

~__jnost .splendid, .·and one of the richest in '
. .

Spáin : :.its revenues are immense; and being

i~~~b!ted py o~lf; el~v~_n. monk~,.\V~o live on
fish and . fru~t~, ~ th~ cg1!yent , .treasur~ , ·mu,s~ 1?e
weII stored. .' The marbles of this convent

.ar~l Beyond : price; and all the doors-und
tQ.e panels, round .the . sacristy are .mosaic of .

. mother-of-pearl, .. ivory, .. e~oD.Y, . and to~toise-'

shell. .. :.They have sorne pictures, said to .be

from :the ~ hand of Murillo; but this Idisbe-
Iieve. ..,::..,':-, ~- " .".' .
. ...Itis ; said, "that .. formerly ·five . thousand I

\
poorwerefed .daily in Granada bythe ' arc~~ i
bishop~nd 1?Y. the convents t. at present, )
however,: .only four of ..the convents supply r~ .

the needy; but the archbishop gives all that . \
. ~
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~,

f he can · spare. . Bis revenues;· which for­

) merly amounted to one hundred thousand
¿~._d9llars, do not now exceed forty thousand.j 1

. . . ~ -

went one morning to the archepiscopalresi...
dence, to obtain an arder to see :a.country­
house belonging to this dignitary; .but he '

was in bed, unwell; and while the'major­
domo was sent for, 1 entered at one of the
doors , 'opening from the yard, and found
myself in the kitchen. Four dishes were

.---~-preparing ' for his lordship's breakfast ;-' a

whife soup, a stew ofpigeons, pig's feet.iand
stewed .cellery-~hieb', witb dessert .: .and

. wine, was 'a tolefa151e bréakfast for ',a sick
archbishop. .

Among the Ietters which 1 carried with me
, ,

too Granada, one was addressed to General
O'Lowlor;' Lieutenant-Governorof the pro­
vinee, and Commissioner forotheDuke of
WeIlington, in the management of his Grace's
estates in this neighbollrhood. ·· From Gen.
O'Lowlor 1 obtained accurate information te­
specting the state of agriculture in 'the Vega '
of Granada, as well as regarding the property
of theDtlke of 'Wellington ; and 1· have
great pleasure in recordingrny acknowledg-
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ments Jto this gentleman, for the manykind
,and -polite attentions which l , received from

him ...
The foIlowing is the usual rotation of crops

in ,the Vega of Granada. ,· After the land has

been fully manured, . hemp is put in; and
'two, or sometimes three erops of wheat,

according to the nature..of the land, ' are
taken in the same year: a crop of flax, and

· , a erap of lndian 'corn follow the next year,
"ando beans and lndian corn are taken the

.: third year. - For tbis last crop the. land is
half manured; and then it is fully manured

for .the hemp, '. te e begin tlie' next .rotafion~

, The.h~inp is considered neces.sary to prepare
tlie lana for wheat, which otherwise would

come up too strong after .the manure. ' This

is the rotation on land which is subjected to

the process of irrigation.

~ ; : .Agriculture, in the best partsof Spain, is
.not .in a "flourishingicondition ; agricultural
produce of'. every kind, the value of .land

.and rents, have al} fallen. .Ten years ago, ·
.land ..in ithe .Vega of Granada ' was .worth

. .

fromfif'ty toa hundred dollars ·· peracre :'

atopresent, it does not average aboye six-
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. ~~

teén. Wheat sold, . te~ years. ago; at three
dollars the fanega; now, it does not average,
year by year, more than one dollar and a
half. ", Rents are of course 'fallen in, propor­
tion ; and low as rents are, they are diffícult
to be recovered. ' U pon the lands which are
not capable of being irrigated; the crops,'are "

extreinely precarious; and where a money­
rent is required, it.is next .to impossible 'to
find a cultivator for the land. ' As a remedy

for this, ,proprietors of ,'lligh lands are' con­
tented to receive a certain próportion of the

crop-,generally 'a, fifth ;'" an~ np@n 'landsub-"
ject to irrigation, a t enailt is willing -to pay

one fourth part of the prodúce. . Land, gene­

rally, in the Vega,of Granada, returns four
p'~r cent., taxes 'paid ; , but a considerable '

quantity returns as much as si": per .cen t. .

The return from land undertillage, is greater '
than 'that frommeadow Iand..
,"·The estates belonging to the Duke oí W el­

lington, lie in the lower part of the Vega,

about two leagues from Granada; and all

the Iand is capa~le of irrigation. Bis Grace's, '
estates return about fifteen thousand dollars '

per annum ; .his rents are ,paid ingrain-a



SPAIN' IN 1830. 241

fixed quantity, not a proportion of the crop-;
.a plan' beginning to be pretty universally
followed by other land-owners..," The Duke
has three hundred 'tenants," frorn which it
'appears,tha~very small farms .áre held in the

'Vega, of. Granada; for if the whole rental be
divided by tbree hundred, the average rent
of the possessions will be but fifty doIlars
each, " The tenants upon the Duke's estate
are thriving ;'they pay no taxes; 'and these

. estates are exempt from many of the heavy

~~-- purthens 'thrown upori land. ' A composition

of six per cent. is accepted from the Duke of
;Welliñgton, ihlietl of aU uemantIs.e Aha.. .- ay Ge erali~

w Befare . the 1088 "óf tne cotonies, .taxation
rwas ligHt; the revenue being mainly. sup-
ported throug~ them.. This 1088 was a, severe
and irrecoverableblow ; and whether by the
burthenswhich it has thrown upon land,~by

drying up the former sources of revenue---or
by the 'extinction oí the best and only sure

· market for Spanish manufactures, it is a
.blow . felt throughout 'every" department 'of
.Spanish 'industry..' Befare the 1088 .of the
colonies.rtherewas in Granada ano extensíve
, VOL.II.R
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manufactory of ribbons, which found in South
América. a wide, ready; and exclusive. 'mar­

·ket,':'-no ~ . ' fewer than two thousand .hands .

were .employed in .itjBut since that .event,
.i t has' entirely. fallen.' Many persons .who

were in that trade, and were accounted .the

'richest in .the city, have become bankrupts ;

othcrs have closed their concerns, :and turned

.. their attention to agriculture; andhundreds
-of the artizans are in a state of perfect desti­
tution, supported only by charity orothieving :.
.to-so great. an extent has. tbeft ·been .carried,
that in' ODe night, while 1 'w as in ·..Granada,
twenty-six' ~ers~ns were arrésted in the .aet, .
The export .t rade in oil has .also suffered

severe~y from the loss ofthe colonies :.-befare .

that event, it fetched from eighty. to one

.hundred .dollars -the, arroba ; :and .'now, -it
cannot command more 'than from twenty .tú
twe~ty-six ' dollars.." ..The export.wine . trade
from the southern .provincesv.has suffered the
Ieast : ".the imposition oí. imp órt-duties. has,

of course, somewhat limited the, 'demand,

by increasing the price inAmerica ; .. but ,in .

..articles of .taste, _such as wine; or any' .thing

that is the exclusive produce or manufacture
"

. ...
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ofa mother country, the separation of colo­
niesrbut slightly ,affects the market r: tbe
colonists have acquired ataste for 'such pro­

duce, and theywill continue to give a' pre­
ference .fo .It, notwithstanding a, political
separation; ..:< : ,..

<1 will wenture . to say, that 'no city in
Europecan boast of promenades sodelight­
fuI as those of Granada. ' Besides the many .
romaIitic walks ,in the neighbourhoodof the

city-e-to the hill of martyrs ; to St. Michael's
.....~-mount; "and to thenearer ridges of.the Sierra;'

thé je are tWP Rrofessed ahlmedasb one' 6long ; ., ;~

thé •. bañksof tlié 'Xtftlil ;. :flieaotner, filmera y G e ah .
márgin.iof tbe¡,Daro: ,tlie former is witbin
tlie cit~, ;, 'andis the most frequented ';the '
other.is a.path aboye .the Daroywhich .fiowa

through a. deep and finely woo~ed,ravine.·.

N othing in .Switzerland excels the romantic

andvstriking.. , sceneryof the .valley of the
Dai'o,-,,-for along with the pictnresqueviews
within .the valley.. magnificent glimpses .oí

the glorious Alhambra.nnd the gorgeous city,
are freqtiently caught beyond it.. ' :,::

The appearanceof th~Y2P.uhltion'o! Gr!..:.__~__,_.
. :) ,'", ',' ",,' . ,. :.', 'n 2 , .."..." " " " . '," " ,
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nada\differs Úttle .from that '~f the population
COfMai;ga; there is nearlyan equal.quantity

\
\ of beggary and idleness ; but it occurred to .
1 me; that among the lower ordersvthere was
. more rudeness than in any of the other cities

j

t of the south: strangers are m~re ' stared at

\", than .elsew~ arid it is rarely that .one
'-'-'pasSé's-ll--g-roup of idlers.. that a .gibe andu

laugh do. not follow, l ' .T his rnay perhaps be
. accounted for, from . the greater . rarity of
strangers in Granada than in 'Cadiz, ·Seville,

. or Malaga. o One ~ mor1l:ing, 'rny .walk 'con-
o ducted me tbrough the marke.t-lllace, which
is .not apprepriated to edibles only, Bút J liich

contains all kinds of goods, exposed in stalls:

it is in fact, _a general bazaar. . The ,central

part is occupied by meat, fruit; and vegeta- :

bles; and'rou.nd' tIte sides, the .other goods
are exposed. 'At one end. . under a range oí
sheds, all kinds of trades are .carried on, ~ -I

remarked an.extraordinary shew of'vegetables

and fruits, especially dried. fruits; but among
all the articles exposed for sale, nothing ap~' o

peared to be .so much in ·deluand as hot

potatoes ; the supply ' of which was corí­

stantly kept up by a regular apparatus of

'-..'""'0
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tire, water, and a 'steamer.' ~ This seemed a­

favourite breakfast, for scores were .sitting
upon theground enjoying it; a little boy, to:
whom 1 gave a trifíe ·for shewing me a bar­
ber's shop, immediately upon receiving bis
quartos, sat clown upon the ground withhis
purchase of potatoes, apparently highly de­
ligbtedwith the "treat. 1 noticed a Fráncis- .

· can, perambulating the stalls with an image
of Christ under bis'arm; and those 'who gave

, ,

, .him .any thing were permitted tokiss the.

image,-'a' favour that seemed to procllre him

ample supplies, 1 inquired the prices of sorne

articles in ,the . market, anéIJ "fOUBd tlieni to a
differ little fram the prices 'of) Malaga : ,eggs

were a halfpenny a-piece, in place of a penny,
as in Malaga; bread was "s oniewhat cheaper;
and all kinds of game extremely low in price,

, Themanner of life in Granada differs little
from that 'of Malaga; only that being inland,

and havingless communication with strangers, ,

Spanish .usages are more .'unmixed.~-\'ery
one takes chocolate, and goes to mass In' the
morning, v .Every lady dresses, and seats her­

self upon .her. couch with her fan in her hand,

her basketat her feet, ' and her embroidery
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befare her," waiting .the .arrival of visitors ; ,

every one dinesaia cuisine ' Españole,~eats
M •

lllelon and pomegranate, and takes ,a siesta.e-- .
and every one goes to the ..:paseo .in tbe '

e;:~~nf?)When 1 was at Granadava Neo..
politan company gave , operas 'every ..second

'I)jgh-t. !The . prima donna, Señora ..Cresoti,
would have done honour to any opera · in

. . ..
Europe,-but she was only indifferently s:up-
ported. nTís ·a curious fact, .however••·that

, I

severalof .the 'provincial towns of .Spain i
\ \ .

-poverty-strick'en Spain ! .ehould be able to
support an Italian opera; and .that in Eng-

'--..,. :. . .. . .. ".. ' - " - • . " r - "' -- . .... ~ ". .

land';"L'ón8on Sileñe, ana witli difficltllty, :sup-

ports an indiffe~~!!t~ómpany.f Thiscan only
,,' - • , • .... H . . ... . - . -_ . / ,1 '

Be a€eoütited for from Atlie""ábs'ence·".of musical rÓ,

taste in England; for there is not a country: .
town to which the -ex pense could 'be . any.
barriere . .What salaries :"are '.paid -.to ·· the

singers in" Malaga and Granada; '1 :have no·
access to know ; but where a whole ·box may o
be engaged for 7s.,and the price ofthe pit is.
only lOd., these cannot be very extravagante

. The origin of Granada .is hidden ill :the
obscurity of antiquity, It .is said to have

been founded nearly three thousand years
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befare the Christian era; it 1s at al! events
certain, that during tbe time of the Romans,
,Granada was a place of sorne importance e .
but tbe name oí the founder, as well as the
precise date of the foundation, are altogether
matter of conjecture.



JOURNEY FROM GRANADA TO"MURCIA.-MURCIA.

CHAPTER .XVIII .

1 had always looked upon this, as tbe journey
in which 1 might expect to find the most pri­
vations, and that most abounded in hazard;
and the little information 1 was able to
receive at Granada, tended rather to confirm

~he best mode of travelling this Road; Precautions necessary ; .
the Village oí Huetor, and its Venta; Aspect of the Country;
an Encounter; Diezma; singular. Scenery; Guadix; J our­
ney from Guadix; excessiv:e Cold j Baza, and its ~alley ;

Cullar de Baza ; excavated D wellings ; a probable inten­
tion of Robbery ] €hirivel j r>esolate Country on the confines
oí ~lurcia; Puerto; the Vale of Lorca , Dress of the Mur­
cian lPeasantry ; Larca Market; the Cathedral, and Liberality
of the Archbishop of Carthagena; Totana; a Dance; ·Ap-
proach to Murcía, and extraordinary beauty of ita Vale;
Murcia, its Streets and Population; Magnificent View from
the summit of the Cathedral Tower; Paseos .and Environs; ­
a ridiculous Observance; Prices of Provisions; Manufacture
of Salt-Petre ; . Silk Manufacture; AgricuÍture.
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. than to dissipate these anticipations. . It is,
indeed, surprising how very Iittle information
1 was able tú obtain at Granada ': there 'is

/ no cornmerce between Granada and Murcia ~

the communication between the . southern

provinces, and Valencia, and Oatalunia, is
entirely carried on by sea; and the few per-'
sons who pass .fr óm Granada to the 'cast,

,generally ,take shipping at Malaga, ' fo~ Va-'
lencia. · Every' one was agreed, however,

tbat the -road was execrable, and ' totally
impassable after rain; that the accommo­

__.__dations upon the road were as bad as they

could De; , an~ that the [prq~abilities c.0 i: rob­
bery outweighed tne ehanéef of escape ~ ' -The
few ne"f.sonswho bad travelled that road, had
·invariably taken an escort ; and ot~is 1 was

,told, ,1 could by no means dispense with,

' . 1 resolved, however, to be guided -'by' the
, .opinicn of General O'Lowlor j and, acting

upon his advice, 1 engaged a tar-tana, a small
covered cart with one mule; and a muleteer,
recommended .by him as' an honest man.
An honest .muleteer is the principal security
of atraveller ; for 1 am convinced from what

. Lhave subsequently heard, that an escort is
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.totally useless, unless it be' composed of
soldiers ;"..and, in a 'longjourney; the 'expense '
of a .sufficient escort will amount to as much. .
as .:one '.'runa .the..:risk .of .·losing '.·by ' being
robbed ; : because .no .t raveller ' in ' Spain 'ever
carries 'an ' overfiowing ' purse. . The ' best
modeis, to paythe .muleteer 'a ·part;· befare
setting out,and the remainderat the 'end of
the journey, which can.ofcourse.be managed
by carrying a .letterof credit; and the. tra-'
vellerought tocarry inhispocket onlywhat

. ma)'.: :suffice ·far his " ,persónal ' ~ expenses;: 'with­

as rríuch more:added, as will satisfy .banditti;
in' 'case of Jliéing; 'attacK'en "15y. j~nem-;' .fo~
otherwise, the tl'aveller is e:x;pesed to violence.
IDene chooses to hire four soldiers. .the risk
of. robbery is entirelyat an .end; but this, in
a :journey::to :Murcia ·frdm "Granada, Would

. cost thirty-five dollars ; exceeding .by at least .
fifteen dollars, the am óunt of thepurse which
it .is necessaryto havein readiness,: iri case ,
of meeting .with robbers. . ' , ~ An escort of pea-o
santry is totally useless. ~ .Many instances
haveoccurred, inwhich traveIlers have beeri
betrayed .by their escort j and -1 could .'hear
of no instance in ' which the escort · hado

. v : r
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stood to ·defend the traveller; ~ but,;índeed,

it is better that they should. ·tull:"a,vay~.

as resistanee would only endanger his life.

Resistance is a thiñg that no. traveller in
certain parts of Spain should ever dream

·. of : ·· befare . setting .out, ..he . mustvmake
. up his mind to the probabilityof<being ,

robbed, and .. provide · accor(lingly ; . "not vby
hiring ano escort, orby loading ·his .pistols ;
but, by putting .about twenty dollars into ··.a
separata purse, to huy civility in ca~.e .of

. need; and by .obtaining a .letter of credit
upon the next town, .

The distance between GFanada and Murcia, • r . .

is not ver}!· . ~ccuratel~ measured; bnt itfs
com{luted :to be,'. about forty-seven .. leagues,
which ..isnearly two hundred miles. ;. ..For .
this journey, 1 agreed to .-pay .tl1e muleteer .

twenty-five .dollars ; which .1. thougbt a rea-~ '

sonable .demand foro a journey of thirteen

days. - .1 did not intend .tomake muchuse of
. the tartana, excepting for .carrying Il1y:p,ort­

mantean; .and a 'basket .of provisionsj;..· the

mule...walks the whole oí the 'way;' .and the
daily journey averaging only about thirty-two.

. \
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miles, it would be no ·difficult matter t~ keep
pace with it. '
, 1 left Granada at three o'clock, P.l\J.•, in
order that we ·might arrive the same night at
a village called Huetor ; from which aneasy
journey would carry. us to Guadix the night
following. By any other arrangement, ,ve

should have been obliged tú rest every night

at a solitary venta. " We no sooner_got olear

of Granada, than we wer~ enclosed .among
the mountains; and in 'a wild, uncultivated
co"untry, overrun with the Esparto rush,.:-tlle

""""""'""-_--S-i er ra N evada lying on our right, and a rall.ge
of otll.er, and!somewlIat lowev, mouritains on
our ""Ieft. . The roaa alternafel.y de~cended '

into deen narrow valleys, .and climbed the

heights that separated themj but, upon the
whole, we gradually got into a highercountry ;
and .it was dusk 'long' befare we reached
Huetor. ~ 1 noticed several Jlres blazing "in
rernote spots oC the ravines ;' and one of these .
we passed so near, 'that 1"was able to distin-

. .' ' .

guishseveral persons around it c the muleteer

told me that these persons were migratory
'peasantry, who avoided the ventas' from

"NI
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.economy; .or, perhaps, houseless persons,
who lived by the produce of their gun. .About

half a mile before reaching Huetor, we passed

a ' chapel '.erected in. a very dreary spot ;. a

Iamp burned 'before an image of the virgin,

. and the Iight, shining upqn the Toad, shewed
.me a .monumental cross standing by the 'way~

sid.e. . Soon after, we reached the village and
its venta. .

This venta was abad specimen of . .the
accommodation 1 was likely to find on the__--_.
road. Althbugh only four leagues from Gra-

nada, 1 should have been obliged to go , sup~

perless 10 bed, únless for the provisieu I fiad ' ·
wisely made against 'sucli: an eveút, I super-

~ intended the boiling of sorne water, infused
my tea, got my bread and little jar óf.Dutch

butter from my basket, and cut into a most

delicious ham, which had been presented to
me, ~ and preparedat Granada. . Sugár was

the only thing Ihad forgotten ; _.but 't his the
. .
good people of the venta undertook to .supply

.from the village; and it was soon 'brougbt, in

four separate papersv.wrapped up like .pow­
ders. received from an apotheéary. ..- Having

- . madea.comfortable meal, ..I·~ next .went in
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search of a bed, and succeeded in. finding a
mattress, which 1 laid upo~'six chairs: and,

covering myself with rny cloalo--of course,

without undressing-I slept tolerably well till
rouséd by the muleteer, although the wind and

rainbeat in at tbe open window halfthe night,

When 1 went in search of the tartana, 1 found
no fewer than sixty-nine mules in the venta,

sorne ready to set out, and others standing in

their places-the muleteers sleeping beside
them :. al! these were going to 'Granada,____ o

__~__ladenwith the Esparto 'rush,:which is.exten-
. sivel~ rñanufactured into baskets, '. '+

A ,C , h · l! , .. en n' . . · , rayGenera 11 1

. ítér te' nlgllt s raIn, . t e mornlng was . .

hazy; but it gradually clearéd away, áiid fine
J 11 DI weatHer succeeded. On the outskirts of the

village, 1 noticed .thesewords inscribed. up~n
a housein"large .letters, Viva el· Rey.absoluto, .
"Long live the absolute King :"-andsoon
after," in a little hollow, 1 passed.a cross which
recorded 'a 'murder, committed "there ~ five
months befare, .upon. a .t ravellerwho .had .

beenso rash as to offer resistance tú banditti.
When. we left 'the village 'behind us.we Ieft
the road .behind ~ us also : ·.jt was now no

·11- Ionger a road; but only a' track of therudest
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kindvwinding among the ridges of theSierra;
the 'ground was entirely withoutcultivation,
.Mingled with tIle Esparto rush, lavender,

.sweet marjorum and thyme, covered ,the
lower part -of .the mountains ; whicb, higher

'up, 'were','bare and stony; and ~ the snówy

.peaks of the Sierra ,Nevada, , bounded. ~ the

.horizon .. , ,At a wild and desolate spot,where
enormous rocks werestrewn around-á secure

, and admirable', retreat for thieves-s-we sud­

denlycame upon two roen seated 'in a hollow

·of the·rocks, .armed with guns, and with pis­

tols stuck in their girdlesj and when 1 saw
, them.Ieave their "¡lIaces, and liasten down the '
, rock towards us; I 'oegan ~o . thírik eF .feeling

fo~ tlIe purse of twenty dollars. .:.They, .how- ,
.ever" "adopted ·a different mode of .supply ing

. their .needsc-c-thinking · it saferito ask . for

money; ,as guards of the road, than -as rob­

'b.ers. ': ~ ., 1 gave ,them ..a 'dallar ,betwixt them,
withwhich theyappeared to be' contented ;

.and, giving .me in return, ,',' Mzlchas,g;racias,'?
, . and-the .parting .salutation; :" ,·Vaya ··V~·, con la "

.,_Vil-g~en,':~, they scrambledup among the .rocks,

The,'salutat ion ,,differs in differentprovinees: .
'). ' before reaching 'Granada; -it had .always been
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"Go with God !" .now, it was, : ." Go with the

Virgin." From this spot, the road continued

to wind amongthe mountains, amid the same
wild .and desolate ,sce.nery, till we .arrived at
Diezma, a small village, with a venta attached
to it. . Here 1 .again . found my ham usefuI,

and, .with some eggs and chocolate, 1 had no

reason to complain of my breakfast. ~ The

venta, however, seemed very miserable: they .
had to send ruto ' the village for. the small

__-_quant ity of bread Irequired, and ~or a Jittle .
wine, But there was an ·excuse . for the
neglected state of'this ventaj "·the·husband of

its mistress liad been sta:1Jbed ·in a quarrel

only the day Defore, . and hád oeen buried
tnat ·morning. '

After leaving Diezma, .we .entered .a .very

singular looking countryj it was covered
with monticules, and pyramids of clay; sand,
and .gravel, from thirty to a hundred feet
high, forming a perfect labyrinth, through
which the road tortuouslywound.. This fore-

o 1100n \ve had nothing to fear from robbers, ,for

our party was numerous, consisting of about
fifty mules and ten ,or .twelve muleteers. . 1 .

walked all the ..way along with the muleteers,


