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in' the. neighbourhood of the palace be ever
finished-a point certainly doubtful,since. the
palace itself makes no progress towards com­
pletion-half Madrid will find accommodation
in- it; and have the honour. of being seated in
the largest theatre in ',Europe. 1 shouldpro­
bably not have visited the tbeatre so soon, if
tbe road frorn mylodgings to tbe Calle de Alcala
had not ledome daily past the theatre, where 1
.generallystopped a moment to read "the bilIs
oí the play." These, as in the olden times in
EngIand, set forth the merits of the play,­
narrate a few oí the principal events,-tell how,

-----,in: one act, there is a most witty' dialo~e,-. e
' I e l.J \..J p a

and how, in another., there i~.a scene which
must delight every body; and conclude with
someeulogy upon the genius oí the writer.
The first visit 1 made to the theatre 'was to wit­
ness the representation of a cornedy by Solis, to

. be ,acted in the Teatro del Principe. 1 walked In
and took my seat without any .one asking for
my. ticket, which .:is not ·demanded until the

. play is nearly concluded ; so that a lover of the
theatre, who might be sc:arce of money, might
gratify his appetitefor nothing. .
..: The Teatro del Principe is miserably small for
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a metropolitan theatre : it will containno more
than 1500 'persons' ; but it is light and 'pretty,
painted in-white and gold. iand round the ceiling
are thebusts of the principal Spanish poets, dra­
matists and novelists, their names beinginscribed
under each. · The six in ' front are ' no doubt
.intended to occupy the most honourable places:
they are: Oalderon, Lopez deVega" Cervantes;
Garcilaso; Ercillo, and Tirso. Calderón ' and

Lopez are placed in the front, where 1 think
Cervantes ought to have been.,' , The house "vas
'Well filled; the ladies gerierally wore mantil­
las,but sorne were 'in fuli dress ; and a few had

ventured upon Frenen hats.a 'iFliere is tone lpel Gene al e!
culiarity in the Spanisn' tlieatres, wliicR seems
at firstt 1sight, inconsistent with the state of
society and .manners. ' Excepting ,the private
boxes, there is scarcely any place to which a
lady and a gentleman can go in company. In
Madrid the only places of this descriptionwill
not contain thirty persons ; but; on the 'other
hand, ' ah ample provisión is ' made for Iadies,

The greater part of the space occupied by the
first tier of boxes in the English theatres, is
thrown into one 'space, called 'the ,cazieetaj 'and
'here, Iadies, and only ladies, have .the right of
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entrée, 'rhe most respectable women go to the
cazuela, andsit there unattended; nor is this : '
arrangement unfavourable to intrigue; The
entrée Oto the .cazuela secures the .entrée:"oí. the

whole house ; and between the acts the cazuela
is •almost deserted, sorne having .gone 'tnvisit
persona-in the boxesj vbut the greater mumber
getting no farther than 'the lobby, where it· is
not unusual to meet a friend j and when
the "cornedy : ends, every lady 'finas, an escort

ready. 1t is a fact too, that if the cazuela be
crowded during the first act, thereis generally
room' enough during the second, 'and more than..611 ___

enough during .t~e th1rd. .e~his needs, no,exP1a.;.. ue
nation, . . . J R"Í . E ' . '

. ' .' '1 saw only one really beautiful countenance

in the tlieatre ; ' but there were sorne expressive
faces, and inexpressibly fine . eyes, :.almost

worthy of a serenade, Here, the fan seemed 'a

most indispensible companionj for besides its
common .. uses, it exercised the .powers oí a
critic, . expressing approbation or dislike; and
between .the .acts, it preved itself .a ."po·werful

.auxiliary to the langúageof the eyes. .' ..
. 'I'he play, like most oí the Spanish comedies,

was a piece of intrigue, plot within plot, 'and

ea
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abounding in strange situations, and innumer­
able perplexities and difficulties, scarcely to be
comprehended by a spectatorunless possessing
a previous knowledge of the piece; and to be
thoroughly enjoyed by a Spaniard only . . The .
acting was . spirited, the dresses characteristic,
and the orchestra not contemptible; and the
satisfaction of the audience was shewn in; im­
moderate bursts oí laughter.
. The play being ended, the next part oí the

entertainment consisted in the Bolero. This is
danced by .t wo persons ; ' the man, .in th~ . dress

~__of, an ~ndalusian peasant--for to Andalusia the

dance properIY'Delongs~witlI.aark einbrdidered enerallfe
jacket, short wliite emoroiClered waistcoat, crim-

J T DI son sash; white tight small clothes, white
stockings, .and the hair in a black silk knot; .
his partner in a gaudy. dress oí red, embroi­
dered with gold . . These are nothing more than
the usual holiday-dresses of the Andalusian
peasantry, The dance itself, is aquick minuet; .
advancing, retiring, and turning ; the .feet all
the time perfornling .a step, and the hands

- occupied with the castanets. 1 had heardmuch
of the indelicacy of the Bolero, but .I could find
nothing in' it in the slightest degree indecorous.
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The dance is long, at least it is often repeated;
three .or four times the dancing ceases, the
music continuing, and the dancers standing
opposite to each other; and after a short interval,
the entertainment is resumed.

At this theatre, 'and at the Teatro de la Cruz,
Italian operas are performed twice a week;
sometimes 30t the one theatre, and sometimes at
the other; a very bad arrangement, because it
forces the lover of Italian music to have a box
in both houses; and after all, one is apt to
make a mistake as to the house in which the
opera is performed. The 1talian opera is a

~---.;;,

losing concern ~n lVfad~~d ; ré.theeP'ric~~ cfrtr~oo Generalife
low, and the nouse is not "largeenough to ensure
a return. The star, when 1 was in Madrid, was
a Signora Tosi, who received no less than 1,200/.

sterling to perforIn: three nights a week for five
months. This Signora Tossi was a remarkable
favourite in Madrid; she performed in anopera
which had been written expressly for her; and
when .this opera was announced,the house '
would have been filled even if it had been three
times larger. Nothing could gain admittance
but bribery; "if one inquired for a ticket, the
answer invariably was, that all were sold : . but
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if one choseto.add, " I'would give.a .handsom é
gratuity .for a ticket," a ticket was produced,
and an additional dollar given for it. Upori this
occasion ·the corregidor. of Madrid pocketed as
many as 40 or 50 dollars a day by traffícking in
tickets ; he . bought 40 or 50 tickets before th~

theatre .opened, and 'sold them during the day
atidifferent pricesvaccording to the demando

So. great was the rage for the opera, .and so

.great the. dearth of' tickets, that the most dis­
graceful .means were. resorted to in orderto gain

----·-aa mittance : o~~ evening 1 myself saw two per­
...__sons detected with fo~ged .tickets. Thé excel-

! lence of the 9 pera of. MaclFiCl las nseason, ahil9st enerat e
ji excused the maaness,-J.not the meannes~of the

JUl1H\ n 1\ puBlic.Tossi, 1 thought a greatsinger: she
resembles .Catalini more nearly than any 0!Ie 1

. haveever heard; but she possesses more sweet­

ness and melody of tone ;. and is a better actress,
.and a fíner woman thanCat álini ever was. The

other vocalparts were .well supported, .and the .
orchestra, with a hint anda rebuke now and then

.from Tossiy .acquitted itself well. The prices of

the theatres in Madrid are as moderate as the, "

. poorest amateur could desire; the best places in
the house 'are to .be had fol' ~s. 6d~~ and "very
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. excellent :seats 'cost but ls. · 3d.; the public

benchesinthe pitare only lOdo
: The véxistence o of a good Italian : opera iri

•Madrid, and the e~syaccess to it, haveno doubt
hadsome ~ effect in ' fosteringa taste for music,

especially Italian music. ., Spain, with all ' it s
sins, ' has not -to .answer for the sin -of neglecting
the fine -arts. . There areat this moment fóur

# ' o.

Italian operas in Spain: .in Madr.id;-. in Málaga,
in Granada, .and in Barcellona ; o ' and this is

fewer than usual ; forCadiz and Seville :can also
___-- genéral1y'boast of an . Italian company ; and
~__w_'herever there .is an operatic company, there is

. also a companyof rcomedians.eiI ' shaI~have Generalife
, occasion .afterwaras, : fo .noticie tne·.operas ' of
. J.\'lalaga, ·Granada; ánd Barcellona ; o át present 1
, confine rmyself" to Madrid. -'I'here, music is

, universally eultivated ; andoit 'is rare to find :á
_Spanish woman, evenin themiddle ranks, who
is nota ·good pianist, -The music oí Rossini, set
to the .piano, is the most in vogue; but the
Germ án masters also are kriown tomany.-e-and
justice-is done ' to them. "I'hat instrument oso
interwoven with our ideas of Spain-, the guitar,

o is now little cultivated in ~astile by the higher
or rniddle ranks ; . it is in the southern provinces,
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and in some of the more retired Spanish towns,
such as Toledo, that the guitar still maintains
its power, and exercises its witcheries. In
Madrid too, in the evening, the lower orders are
frequently seen sitting at their doors thrumming
theirguitars; and1have more than once observed
a soldiersitting before the guard-housewith his
guitar, while his cornrades sat on the ground
listening, and joining in the chorus. If the
ladi és of Madrid know how to play the guitar,
theyrefrairi from displaying their knowledge,

~--""'~l:i:e piano is' theirInstrument, .and they,do it
justice. ' In vocal music, the ladies of Madrid
are ñot proficients; tliere i~ aOwant ~f meíbdy , a
in their voices wliicli forBias excellence. ' This
roughness in the voices of the Spanish women,
forcibly strikes a stranger upon his first entrance
into Spanish society, and is felt to be disagree­
able even in conversation: of its effect in ,vocal
performance, one has rarely an opportunity of
judging.

In Madrid, Spanish music is not much culti­

vated,-' this is a pity; for although it knows
neitheroperatic performances, nor any composi­

,tions of a sustained character, it owns many
beautiful and original airs, well worthy of being
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preserved. A collection of these has lately,
1 believe, been published in England, accom­
panied with sorne charrning poetry, from the
pens of Mrs. Hemans and Dr. Bowring.­
These are to be heard in the theatres, and
occasionally in the mouths of the lower orders.
Ifa lady be requested to play a Spanish
air, she . will c~mply; but otherwise, she will
always prefer Italian music. .

ue e al
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CIIAPTER .· IV.

MADRID.

TIte King, Queen, and Royal Family j Personal ' Appearance of
Ferdinand j a Royal Jeu ir esprit; the King's Confidence in
the People, and Examples j Character of the King; a Carlist's
Opinion of the King ; Favourites,-Calomarde,-Alegon,­
Salsedo,-the Duque d'Higar j rising Influence of the Queen j

Habits of the Royal Family; Conrt Díversíons ; Rivalry of
Don Carlos; the Queen's Acconchement,and Views ofPartíes;
De'"tection of a Carlist PIot ; Hhe 'Salic""Law;\Courtl Society ;G e n e ra life
Persons of Distinetion, and Ministerial Tertulias j Habits a~d

Manner of'Lífeofthe Middle Classes; a Spanish House, and its
singular Defenees; Abstemiousnessofthe'Spaniards j Evening
and Morning Visits j Balls and Spanish Dancing; Charaeter
oí Spani~h Hospitality; Spanish Generosity and its origin;
Examples of Ostentation; Morals; Gallantry and Intrigue;
the Morals of the Lower Orders; Religious Opinions in the '
Capital, and decline of Priestly Influenee; Jesuitícal Educa­
tion; the Influenee of the Friars; Causes oí the decline of
PriestIy influenee, and the continuance of that of the Friars;
.Convent Secrets; eurious Exposé at Cadiz; Devotion in
Madrid.

THERE is perhaps no European Court about
which so little is known, as the Court of
Madrid,-nor any European sovereign whose
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character and habits are ' so little familiar to
usvas those of Ferdinand ,VII. ' The firsttime
1 saw the king, ,was -on the day oí. my arrival
in Madrid :,'he .was expected to return from
Sto Ildefonso, and 1 mixed with thecrowd in
the.. palace-yard abóut an ' hour before he
appeared. There were several thousand per­
sons preserit, of al!" ranks, ' and his Majesty
was received 'w'ith . respect, .,: ,~út '. with "no
audible demonstrationsiof welcome. · Upon
this occasion, 1 was .not sufficiently near to

observe the countenance and demeanour of
~ "_t_he !tinge . ' : -. ;~ : ,

The next'.time 1 saw liis "majesfy~ , ~as , on Ge ral f
the .Prado, .the Sunoay Jollowing, ',wlien he

appeáred in his .state equipage. . followed by
the equipages of .the two Infantes: The dis­
playwas . regal: his majesty's carriage wás
worthy of a more powerful moriarch: .it .was
.drawn by éight handsome horsesy ielegantly
caparisoned, and was followed by ',the . two
carriages of Don Darlos andDon Francis,
.and by that of th é.Princess of Portugal, e~ch

drawn by six horses .; ~ and the cavalcade was
attended by .a numerous party .of .huzzars,

VOL. lo r
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There were ' no . other persons than their
Majesties. In ther·oyalcarriage. The king
was dressed in military uniform, .and his
royal .consort wore a pink 'F rench'. crapeIiat,
and printedjnuslin gown. W~en the royal
cavalcade passed, the king was received with

the usual sile~t tokens of respect ; but when
the carriage of the infante , Don Carlos
appeared, .1, could disting úish a , few . vivas.

The . king took scarcely 'any, notice . of the '

__~·obeisances ofhis subjects ; . but the .queen
seemed anxious to conciliate their favour by

~--lnan\y sweet smiles and aff'able bendings 'of
L. onl me t I P. a Alh.::lm r Gener I tthe liead . ' .A:s.:.for:j :Don Carlos, none :of tHe a e

D[ 1\ viilas.:were .lostupon ·him '.: ; ~ :he · : liad :a ·bow and
a ,;gtim ismi'le,.for everyone. . Itis said.iand
Lbelieve with.itruthv -that .fhe king does .not
like this .public competition .with bis 'brother
for popular favour; .but rit has long'been the
invariable .custom . .for. fall' the. branches .of
the royalfamily -ofSpain, to .attend-prayers
every 'Sunday "evening in .the royal 'phapel
in the'convent oi.SanGeronimo, 'and 'afterwards
.to.drive.along the Prado. . . ',"'- .: . '
, ,·A few days 'afterwards I .met the king ':a:nq.
queen in the Retiro, on foot; ,t hey had ·been
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viewing the menagerie, and were .returning to
their carriage. . Ferdinand VII. king of Spáin,

is .like a lusty .country gentleman, ' not the

. meagre figure he appears in Madame 'I'assaud's

.exhibition ; heis large; .almost :totheextent
of .corpuleney; hisvcountenance is fat and
heavy ; :but good na~ured" with nothing .of.
hauteur, ..still less of ferocity in it: it betrays,
in fact, a .total want of .character of .any kind.
The queen.is . a .remarkably .pleasingvnnd,

indeed. ia 'remarkable .pretty woman ; and the

c~arm.9f affability, which is universal1y .grant­
ed ,.10 .her. b y .thosewho 'have had ..thehonour
to :approach! her"pe,rsqnflsliines <:conspicuouslY.Jt:
in ,her :corintenance : s he }looRs like ·28 -years

nDofu age, .but 1 believe she iS Jsome years
yo.unger. ,.The. . king..took .littlanotice of the

.peoplewho .stood by; and .who acknowledged
the .royal Jpresence:; :btit. the.queeri ..bestowed
PPQn·.: them . her ..usual .smiles .and .curtesies,
She was ithen .an, object of much interest with
the '.public, for .she was expected .shortly to
give .birthr to .an heir to .the .Spanish .throne ;
and o to ·this .event ,' : most .thinking .persons
looked forward, as one that .must produce

.1 2

e al
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"an irriportant influence upon the future con­
dition of Spáiri. "His majesty .stepped into

thecarriage first, leaving the queen to the
gallantry of an old general, whoiwas their­
onlyattendant,-" p érhaps this is Spanish court

etiquette: but that 1 may not be the ,means
'of fixing upón his majesty the character of

an ungallant .monarch, 1 must relate a .cir­

cumstance that willrcertainly make amends
for tbis seemingly ungracious act. '

_____' 1 'happened tobe walking one day in th é
S aBe de'Alcalá, wlíen the royal carriage drove
up to tlie doór of the Cabinet ofNatural Histor~,

. d b o ' 1 P. b ~ 0InUtmenr~ 1 tde la AtllarvP ay Generalifean emg cose Yi, s 0Rpeu ', osee ne ;l'.1ng
, andqtíeen. The kingstepped fromthe carriage

"JUl1H\ DI nrsf ; lie then lifted from the éarriage, "a very
large poodle dog; and then thé queen followed;
whomccontraryno doubttor óyaletiquettehis
majesty did not hand, hut lifted, and placed 011

the pavement; and then turning' to the crowd
who surrounded ~ the carriage, he 'said to 'them
"Pesa menos el matriomoni," which means, Ma­
trimoriy is "a lighterburden ihan the dóg,-~a

very tolerable jéu 'd'esprit to .have come from
Ferdinand VII.

I t is a general belief' .in England, that the
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kingof Spain seldom trusts himself out of his

palace ; at all events, not without a forrnid- .

ableguard : . but this idea isquite .erroneous ;
no-rnonarch .in Europe .is oftener seen with­

out guards .than the kingof .Spain.. Icould

give. numerous instances of this, .which have

fallen 'under .my own observation ; but 1 shall

content myself .with one. . A few .days .b efore

leaving :'Madrid~ while walking ,iJi the Retiro

about ~ix in the evening, in one of the most.

private walks, 1 observed a .Iusty gentleman,

in blue coat 'and , dráb . trowsers, with one
......__companion, 'about twenty paces in advance ; .

a . o ':l hrf • 1:' " ' h;l Gan ' ,as ' my pace was- ra~ er qUlcKer t an
their's, l .cauglit a side 'Io ók' of toe .lusty .

,ngentleman's Jade: it was .the .king, ' accompa-
nied by a new valetjwho bad just succeeded
Meris,who died a week or ,two .before, of

apoplexy. 1 - had fregüently seen .the king

without guards; but never before, at so .great
a distance from attendants, or in so .retired
a place ; :. and that L'might be quite .certain
that .this was .indeed the :redoubtable .Fer­
dinand, 1 followed, ' in place of passing. : . He

walked the whole length 'of the Retiro. .p~rts

of.which are .more than a mile from any guard

l1TR D
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or gate ; the garden is .open' to every ' body ;:

sorne of thewalks ate 'extremely 'secluded r so:
that he was thewhole of the time, .entirely in
the 'power of any .individuaiwho might have

harboured . á design against. him ; and all

this struck me th é more forcibly since, upon

that v,éry day, it had been announced for the

first time in ' the Gaceta de 'M adrid, that the

refugees had passed the frontier ; and in ' the

same paper the :ordinatice had appeared, -for

~._cI__osing the universities, ' The king walked
like a man who had nothing to fear ; and never

once Idoked behind him, though his 'com-
o ' • • C, 11 " .did e B ~ p e 1.,: =J thA \ 0np 'fpanlon ' occasiona ~ l. el0rema1\.lng e

. éircuit of the Retiro, 11e 'reached tlie frequented
JUnU\ DI wa1KsVwhich were. then crowdedvand where

he was 'of cour~é recognized, and received-as
usual. -This exposur éof himself'seemed .to me
extraordinary, ,andvscarcely ' to be accounted

for: the .best . of .kings - have . occasionally

suffered by their temerity ; and surely Fer..·

dinand can .have no right ,to suppose himself

witliout anenemy : .his conduct shewed either

a very good, ora very hardenedconscíence..
. But,. in . truth, the '.king :has .not .'-rnany

enemies ; .,many despise him. .but few would

\""''-\ t,: :~.\ ~:'; "; J\ ,~.,
e- .• t.\ ,', \ ¡~
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injure him. 1 have heard -men of all p árties,
-". the warmest Carlists; the most decided

liberals, speak of him without reserve j and
an ospeak of him asa manwhosé greatest

fault is .want of character ; -as 'a roan not
' natura,lly .bad ; good tempered ; :' and who
might do better, " were he , better ,·advised.

An ; honest ' adviser, 'a lover of bis monarch,
anda .lover vof bis country, Ferdinand has
never had thegood fortune to possess; - but,
counselled always by men who desire only
to enrich themselves, and to maintain their

....__Eower, . he is coilstantly led .to coinmit acts '
botH' of injustice aria aespotism, wliich1 nave1 y Ge
earned for him the clíaracter, of tyrant: . A

DI J\ des p'icable king might often 'make a resp~ct-,

able private gentleman." That capital failing
in the character of'an absolute king, which
may be icalled want ofc~ara:eter,-: -leading
him to listen to every tale .tbat is told, ...;.....is 'the

fruitful source of injustiee in every .depart- .
ment of" the .Spanish- govem ment .: And the
sa~e faultthatina king, leads to the advance­
ment .of knaves, and .the neglectof deserving
men-to robberyof .the nation, and the .ill­
serving of the state, would, in a prívate sphere,

n.·
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only Iead to .the dismissal of a footman, or the
change of a fruit érer. : 1 am acquainted 'with
'a Colonel in ' the Spanish .service, 'who; ,after
'serving his country fifteen years, and receiv­
ing seventeen wounds, was 'rewarded with the
government: of 'an important fortress; " two

months after being appointed to this ernploy­

ment he lost it; and .a distant -connexion of
the mistress of one of 'the ministers; was put
in his place: The . colonel demanded, 'and
obtained an audience of'. the king; shewed

......__his 'wounds, -and asked wliat crime he had

......._ -.;c;;:.:ornrnitted : the king .said he must inquire ,¡

0: "SabllOn, ~ho inaa~tolült sofii~tliing -t~ bhisYGene alife¡'
disadvantag é; and tlils was all th é 'satIsfac- .

Rtion[ hé ever ' obtained. ' This ', man, "a'brave
offícer, arida loyalsubject, 'was converted
into 'a disaffected 'person ; and yet .even he,
although then Ieagued with the Carlists, spoke

, of 'thé king 'as: a 'roan 'who would act better

if he were 'betÚ~radvised :' "-Leave .him,"
said he,' "the .name 'of king; let him 'per-

ceive 'no difference in the externals of roy­

alty ; , leave him his 'secretaries rand valets;
give ~him ' his vsegar ; ' and 1ethim have his
wife'sapartments at hand; and he would con-

J' 111 D
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sent to anychange that might be proposed to
him by an honest and able' minister." A" bad

,education has -produced .itsworst effects upon
a' naturally irresolute and .rather weak mind.
Ferdinand 'was ' badly br óught up, '''by' bis

mother; at anearly iage he .was shamefully
.kidnapped by Napoleon, and long "',kept ' a
prisoner.where he could ' learu uothingof the
art 'of good government. He afterwards fell
irito 'the hands of a bigot, his late' wife: and
constantlyassured by thosé around him of the

Rrecariousness oí his throne, with the liberals
....-__O-:;,,:D one side, and the apostolicals on the other,

he Bas felt the impossibility oí aeting fór.:. him-e. u
" J

self; and has confidea 'aH, to tliose ,iWIlo have
undertaken to keep the .state vessel afíoat,

. Thé man who has most the ear of the king,

isDon Francisco Tudeo Calornarde, minister of
justice, as líe is called in Spain.Thé prívate
opinions of Oalomarde, are decidedly aposto­
lical ;but the opiuionsof.his colleagues being

, more moderate, he .is obliged "'to: conceal his
sentiments, and 'to pretendan accordancewith
theirs, Theministers whovare reputed to be
modérate 'in sentiment are Don' Luis Bal1ás~

teros, minister of finance; ~ Don 'Luis Maria
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Salagar, minister' of marine, -and generally
considered the most able in the cabinet; arid
Don Manuel . Gonsalez Salmon; : secretary of
state~ ' and nominally prime minister. .' This
minister, for several years, held only the offic é
of interim secretary of state : ,because. : as was
generally believed, etiquette forcing the king
to take the prime minister alongwith him .to
his country palace, the advancement of Sal­
mon would have deprived Calomarde of this
privilege; lately, however, Salman ,has been

___n~amed seeretary of state without reserve, pro-
balily because he .would notserve upon other , .
conditions ; ' Oli, , ~cpording to anotq.er versión, .Gene a 'f
because he threatened Calomarde :with some.
e.t'P,os6 if he opposed his advancement.

Calomarde, unquestionably no fool,. is un-
derstood tokeep all together; the minister of
the marine .is the only otherman of talent, and
he is a new roan, possessing little influence. i
and who could not, , for a moment, support
himself against Calomarde; he was only a
few months ago presented with the rank of
general, that etiquette .might enable him to
hold sorne officewith which the kingwished
to .reward his services.
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But Calomardé 'had .not the"king's ,-un..:

divided ear; and, if report .speak truly, líe'
has ' tale-telling .. and , cabal- tri encounter,ás

well as .those in 'inferior stations. · There are
other twoindividuals who.without high state

offíces, possess great prívate 'influence, and are
generally looked upon in the light of'favourites.

These are 'the Duque de Alegon and Salsedo.

The former was appointed Iast autumn to the
office of "captain-general of" the .. .guard ; .an
office that keeps him much about the king's

........__:P-erson. . This Alegon is a dissipated old roan,
....__l__ong ,R:nown to the king, and who used, ' in

former days.]~o : .Randen ~o P-W ;plé~~e~; . the
king has neven forgottell 'the convenient,friend ..
of .his ' yoünger 'days, an~ hasnow thoughtof'
rewarding ' him~ The services of'the Duque
,de .Alegon .refer to many years back. .Before
the kingwedded hisbigot wife~' " not affection,
but religious real" .kepthim . faithful during'

that 'connexion ; and now, the lovehé bestows:
upon .the youngrqueen; : entirely supersedes
any call upon the servicesofAlegon, ,. "
'.. 'I'heiother individual, who iis justly con':"

sidered .the .royal favourite, .par e.vcellence,is
Salsedo, who holds the officeofprivate secre-

General! e
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tary. ' ' A dishonourable -link formerly bound
hiin.to his :sovereign, and he still retains his
influence. 1t is generally known, that pre~,

vious to the 'marriage .of .the ' king with his
present wife, thé .wife of Salsedo was in royal
favoür. ' Salsedo is .decidedly aman ofgood
tact. vif not of talent ; his having retained his
post fourteenyears is sorne proof of both. His
principles are understood, to be moderate ; al
all events his advice is so, for ,he has .sense 'to
perceive that ·an opposite poliey would pro-

~~b~ably accelerate the rúinof both hisniaster, ·
and himself. Salsedo' possesses :more )n-'

~-fluence in the eloset than Calomarde,-f:tne Gene al
. I I ' J

king Iikes him ibetter., ánd eonfIdes ·in ' him
more. The .influence of Calomarde is not

JUl1 t J\fayouritism';', tbe ·king l~oks to his opinion, :
because he trusts to his knowledge, There
are :still one or two otherswho have sorne­
thing. to say at court, particularly the Duque
d'Higar, the best man of the Camarilla, and a
man both .of talent and information r but the
infíuence of the Duque d'Higaris not great.
The favourite 'valet de chambre; who . died of
apoplexy.somemonths ago, was also fast creep­
ing on towards high favour ; .:and his death has
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thrown more infíuence into the hands oí Sal­

sedo.
,;, But it is riow generally supposed~. that the

rising infiuence oí the ,queen wiI1 in due ~ime

discard every other .influence about court.

,No king and queen ever-Iived. moré happily
, .

together, than thepresent king .and qúeen óf
Spain, The king is passionately attached. tri . .

her; andjt :is . said ,she .is .perfectly satisfied
with her .lot , . Hespends the'greaterpart of
the day in her.apartments ; .and when engaged

___in council, leaves it 'half a .dozen times in the
. . . \ " , ' ,

course oÍ, anhour or two, to visit his -,qu éen,

The ~abits of ·t~ c~ur{j areoe~~~.em~lysimí>le:a Getlpralí 'e
the king rises át six; .ana ,Bre~K.fasts. at seven ;
ne spenns :the;IDorning chiefly with the queen,

but receives .his ministersand secretaryatany
time beforetwo; at half-past two hedines,
always in, companywiththequeen: .. Dinner

occupies notmore than an bour; and shortly
after, heand thequeen drive out 'together ; he
sups at half-pasteight.and retiresearly. .The
queen does not -rise soearly .as the kipg'; 'she
breakfasts at nine ;and,thek~ng .~Iways : sits
by her. . 'Thel.e is scarcely any gaietyatcourt.

The queen,isfond oí retirement ;.and excepting
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now andthena privateconcert, there .areno

court diversions.
'While I .was 'in Madrid, the favourite pas- .

time of the king andqueen was .of rather an
extraordiriary kind ;especiallyas the queeu
was onthe ·eve oí her accouchement. It con­
sisted in lookingat the 'wild beasts, which aré
kept in .the .Retiro'. Almost .every evening .
about five o'clock, the royalcarriage might bé

seen crossing the Prado, .on its waytowards
themenagerie ; .and as the Retirowasgenerally

.-----my,: .afternoon Iounge, 'J: 'had -frequent .oppor-
......._-__tunltiesof seeing this royal diversion. - :There "f

. p ( ' . r I d Alh1m ra -,GeneraI e
isa large square ·court-about 200 :y.ards .across, .
inclosed ':witñ ir~n .railings, .and rouna the .in-

'NT terior .of this court, -are the cagesof .the wild
animals; ' and in this .court, sat .the .king and
queen upon a bencluwhile the animals were
turned.outfor their .amusement,--such of'them

at .least aswere 'peaceable,- camels,.elephants;
zebras, &c~ ' &c. · "The keepers .mounted upon

thebacks-of.theanimals, 'andomade .them -t rot

round ,t he area ~ ,and ~-when this had -been .done

oftenenoughtoplease their majesties.the beasts
wereTed .in :froI).t ·o( their ·royal visitors, and

.madeto~kneel,-' ' .which .act oí homage however .
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they sometimes refused to perform. Upar! one
óccasion, the 'man who rode the carnel, 110t
being ".able 010 .keep .his seat, turned his face

towards the tail, ; s~tting upon the neckof the
animal ; ; their .majestieswere '"in , ecstasies at

this exhibition; . the king, "1 thought, would
·have died with Jaughing. '

t , »Ó : Lwas witness, .another timé, toa .strange
'sceneof }~iv.alry. .between the king rand Don
Carlos. When ':the king's carriage drove up 'to

- the gateofthe court, Don Carlos and his wife

.an~ familywere seated in .the .area, and bis

carriage was .in waiting: upon', this -oecasion,
th k " ' ,'. , d'd '~t t . P r t e f di ,::¡ , . ra ',Gee mg .arn ve 'l1D 's a e; .a Bar y,: o .: ragoons
attended.him.fañd ]íis coachmen were 'iri':court

1111\ nI dresses. .1(['he carriage '01 Don Carlos ' was '~n

strange contrastwith .that of 'the king ; it was

drawn .by sixmules, 'harnessed with ropes ; in
'place of postilions in court dresses, bis servants
were in.thedress .of Spanish peasantsin 'their :
holiday c.lothes,-"one .on- thecoach-box.e-cthe
otheremployed .as .arunner 'by the 'head "of:the "
mules. ':Don 'Carlos :afI'ects :alf this appearance
ofsimplicity and 'Spanish usage,. to please thé
people; .and 'for <the ,saine reaso~, his wife

. generally appears in a mantilla. The moment",{
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the king's carriage appeared, Don Carlos .left
the court with his wife, and continued to walk
in the most crowded part oí the garden while
the king and queen remained; dividing the
,attention which .their majesties would other­

wise have received, ·and indeed -engrossing the
larger share oí it, 1 could not avoid remarking

the greater popularity of Don Carlos among

the Iower orders: while they only took off

their hats as the king passed, they ibowed
almost to the ground at the presence of .the---- Infante. Theappearance of' .thequeen, how-

~-- ever, alwayft, produced · a .favourable impres- .
sion, ,~$pecia~ lY: 0\\rlmGn~n~fá~te'd h~itRr tnap enera llfe

of her aspiring rival. Qne .cannot "look .at

JUl1TR DI RnUtñe spouse of Don Carlos, without perceiving
that she covets ,a crown ;while . in the coun­
tenanceiof .the iqueenv we .read .indiffereuce
,to it. .

.Upon frequent vother .occasions while in

Madrid, 1 had proofs oí. the anxiety of Don

Carlos to recommendhimself to .the people,

'I'he most marked of these, was uponthe

evening when the queen gave birth to a prin­
cess : not an hour after this was known, the

Infante,drove through the streetsand along .



KVOL. 1.

I
1

SPA;; IN 1830. , 129 ') ~

~e · Prado, in .anopen carriage, .along with .<~!k" .1
his three sons, who, by the repeal of the t'~ r-& 1
Salic -law.were that day.cutout ,of their in- ,: .""'\J~/I'j•.
heritance. . o/We/Jr...~~~

, ~~ '

The event ·to which ,1, have ,alluded,- the ;...1J, M"", I
accouchement of" the queen-'was . a matter h... ' ¡

ofdeep interest iin Madrid; and before its ~í)/jl
accomplishment there was the utmost ~nxiety J,¡¡~
among all ranks. Each party had - its own !

, views. The moderate, or government party,
and : many belonging .to the other parties,

___who desired peace and tranquillity, anxiously
lookéd 'to the birth of a prince; : as an event
that woulü 'at 'ofic é ¡extiriguish the [cláims otra ~ene alife I

those who, büb -forOthe repeal , oi the .Salio '
law;, ' would 'ha:ve hada ,right to the throne,
in 'case of the birth of a princess. The Car-
lists 'secretly wished that theevent might
be precisely the opposite; and the liberal
party, seeing sorne possible, advantage in '
whatever should tend to unsettle the existing
government, 'united theirrwishes with those
of the Oarlists; but, the great majority of
the respectable inhabitants,. perceiving in the
birthof a prince, . a: guarantee .for the tran­
quillity 'of the kingdom, 'and thesecurity of

~ .
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property, devoutly wished .that such might
be .the event.

The anxiety that filled the ' public mind,
was fully partaken by the government; for
it was well known. to the heads oí the. state,
that conspiracies were on. foot; and that, in
theevent ofthe birth of a .princess, theCar­
lists would havea pretext for an open mani­
festation of their views. . They, however, had
resolved not to wait this .event, ,but to anti-
cipate· it ; . and a plot, which might possibly

.----. have ,proved successful, and which, at all
~ events, must have led to . scenes of -blood ,

penhaps to · revolutiop,nwas fortunatel~ tdjsf:ie le al te
ro

covered on the <lay before tnat appointed
1-\ fOF ifs execution; and the most prompt mea­

sures were immediately taken for crushing
it. On .the fifth of October, ' about midnight,
carriagesvaccompanied by sufficient escorts,
were taken to the houses. of Padre Cirilo,
the chief of the Franciscan order of friars 3
of Don Rufino Gonsalez.i of Don Man.
Herro, both Counsellors of State, and of
thirteen others; the conspirators were put
into the carriages, and driven oif,-Cirilo to
Seville; Rufino to La.Mancha, and the others



P. lI T 1830. 131

to different places distant from the metropolis.
The conspirators intended that sorne of the
heads shouId have repaired to the inner court
of the palace while the king was engaged in
his evening drive; that about a thousand of
the royalist volunteers-who are for the most
part Carlists-should assemble at the palace
yard; tbat the entrance to the palace should
be taken possession of; the king seized upon
his return, and forced to change his ministers,
and to restore the Salic law. 1 feel little

ou , that if this plot had not been dis­
COy d,' t would have led to more than a

change of minister. Among the military,
a even among the guards, there are many
di contented men, who fancy they see in the

elevation of Don Carlos, a guarantee for a

more impartial system of promotion ; and the
royalist volunteers of Madrid, 6000 strong,
and all provided with arms, and accustomed
to manoeuvre them, are, with few exceptions
of the lowest cla ses, and chiefly Carlists.

1 walked to the palace yard the evening
when it as expected the e .ent would be
known: it presented a den e mass of persons,

K2



132 SPAIN IN 1830.

chiefly of bourgeois and oí the middle classes,
aH waiting ·with anxiety the announcement oí
the event, ·upon which the tranquillity.of the
'country so greatly depended. At length the
white flag-tbe announcement of a princess­
was slowly hoisted. There was a universal
and audible expression of ?isappointment:
" Que .lastima l que lastima 1" and the crowd

slowly dispersed,
The repeal of the. Salic Iaw was not .in

~~~itself an unpopular measure ; and :had there .
been no claimants to the crown under the

, ,

~---old law, or no partyto take advantage of
disuñi Pde n I lir.:l t.::tl dI . ,~ Al · -:lmhrl'...ll Gene all'fisumon, an sUP120rt t ese e aims, l fJWOU u

have been a matter of indifference to the peo-
JUnT DI pIe, ~HetheJ;" the queen gave birth to a;son 01' .

a daughter: the repeal. ofthe Salic law.was
only the revival of the ancient law of Castile,
and per se, gave no dissatisfaction. ' 1t was .the
peculiar circumstances in which the country
was .placed, and the state of parties, that .
rendered the birth of a prince or a princess . ' '..

a matter of importance: .:the : event created
much disappointment to the government party;
butno discontent : it .is well known that the
Constitutionalists on the frontier had trusted
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- to theIatter; and hoped 'to profit by it ; but

the eifect 'was .rather against than-favour­
ableto that party; because the Carlists, seeing
their own .ult imate chances increased, were
thereforé more interested .in assisting govern-

, ment to suppress the Constitutionalists; whose
'ascendancy,would leave them no hope.-But
to return to tbe court.

, There is nothing of court society at Madrid:
the secluded habits of the king and queen,

- I'have spoken of already ; and there is scarcely

any :visiting among the courtiers; .The persons
-- ,of=·,d istihction 'in Madrid lead a most 'mono­

.tonous 'l ife : oile ' lady¡' only;, -tlle Duc1i~~bof
Benevente; opeiis ller 'ñouse ' once a week~­

n ' tIiis is ConSunday evening, and she receives,

umong .others, those of the foreign ministers

who choose to visit her, Herpartics, how-
, ever; 'are ' far from being agreeable :. theSpa­

niardsof distinction whofrequenther tertulia,
'generally withdraw when the foreign ministers
"are -announced. :This disinclination 00 - the
part of tbe Spanish grandees, and ' others
.holding, high court · preferment, to 'associate
with the foreign arnbassadors, ' is notorious in

'Madrid. ' At the tertulia, of the wife of'Don

'1
"
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Manuel Gonsalez Salrnon.theforeignministers
used :formerly .to ibe present. vbut they dis­
covered that they were .regarded .in ! a Jight
little different from that oí spies; 'and they
are now never 'seen .at. these tertulias. -In

Madrid there are ' no ministerial, 'no'diplomatic
dinners; and among .the persons ,of .most

distinction, entertainments are extremely.rare.
There is, in ' fáct, nothing .l ik e gaiety among
the lupper ranks in the Spanish metropolis.

___-_And yet, if you remark to a Spanish lady that
tliere .is little society amongthe higher classes
in Maarid, she will eXp'ress thedutmo'stastonish-

h . .l. l onId lienra , eb,ªdha ~ Ira Gene ~ I ~ment t at you s lOU ave im ine so ia se a .
notion of Madridand .its society; but her
idea ,or society andyours differ widely. : If a
'dozen houses are :open, into which a Spanish
lady nlay gowhen she pleases, sit :down .on
thesofa with her friend, fan hers élf, and talk
till she is tired ; this 'sheconsiders 'society,-' .

'and .this is tbe only forro of society tobe found
among .the .highest classes in Madrid,-gaiety
.there is none,

" -P revious to travelling into Spain, 1 .had

'heard ' much ofthe difficultyvif 'not impossi­
bility, of obtaining access -to Spanish .soci éty ;
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and .before 1 :had 'the .meana of judging for
myself, 1 received frequent .corroboration of
this opinion. One of his majesty's consuIs,
whom 1 accidentally met in the Pyrenees, and
whose appointment lies in the largest city of
Spain, mext to Madrid; a roan too,who, both
by his rank, for he is the nephew of a . peer,
and by the affability of his manners, would
be likely tobe every where well vreceived,

told methat 1 should probably leave Spairi
with no greater knowledge oí Spanish society
than when 1" entered it ; that it was more than
probable .1 .shouId never see the 'iriside of a
Spanish house: and heconcluded oy saying;
that he hadobeen four .years in Spain, .and
actuallM'(]id notiknoui ifthe Spaniards .dined .c1f
a .table cloth. ';Thiswas rather disheartening:
and when 'l.waited upon the British minister
upon my arrivaI in Madrid, 1 received -from
him no vgreater : encouragenlent.He .told
me that Spanish houses were closed against
foreigners; aod ·;that, for his own part, .he
knew nobody,aod visited no where.

..1 aro -not able. to-reconcile these opinions,
and the experience ·oí .others, with my own;
lny ·advantages, considerable as they certainly
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were, could no': be compared with .those of the. . . . .

aeeredited representatives of go.vernment, ·who
had resided many years in the country. lt. is
a faet, however, that 1 had not .beenmany
days in Madrid, .. before 1 had the entrée of
severa} Spanish housesvboth in the higher and
in the middle classes of society ; this good
fortune 1 may partly attribute to my intirnaey
with .an attaché of the Spanish embassy in
London, who, grateful . for the attentions. he
had received from ..my countrymen, repaid
them in the manner most acceptable to me,-.

....._~: : .:n:.amel.X, by making me .acquainted. with . a
numerous circle of friends and relatives . . Bis
father, ·a . 'memlJer Jof die . couDeil of state,

JUl1 D may easily be supposed to have possessed the
. power of assisting the inquiries oí. a traveller;

and . to hini, ' and to . nlY young .friend, . now
secretary to oneof the legations in Italy, 1

. h~ve to return my best thanks for a hundred
eivilities.

1t is the habits oí the -middle classes. .that
best interpret the condition and character of a
people; and to these 1 mean at present tocon­

'. fine myself. .1 shall begin by giving the reader
'sonie idea.oí the interior of a Spanish house ;
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· but let· me premise, that .the houses in the
difi'ereotcitiesof Spain, bear scarcely any
resemblance to' each other: . the houses of
Madrid differ in almost ·every -thing from
those of Seville.-e-which, again, are ·in many
respects different from the houses in Malaga
and ·· Valencia. , These distinctions are suffi­

cient toexcuse a detail soapparently trifíing,
.' as the description oí ti house ; because they
arise .from. a distinction in the manners and
habits' :of the people .inhabiting the different

---p.......rovinces of Spain. . .

........---I n Madrid, the whole of the middle classes,
and, indeed, áll f exceEting Cth~very líiglíest J roe e a
ranks, . Iive .in ' stories! ro~ flats,Uas tBey' are ,
caI1ed! On Scotland---each story being a dis-

tinct house. . The outer door of every house
in ' Madrid is .of'an enormous strength. :more
likefhe door .of a prison, or -of a convent,

. than ' of', a private dwelling house; and in
the centre, there..is a .small . window; . about
.six inches long ·. by two broad, grated with

· -iron , and ,with .asliding shutter.When .one
· rings at the door oí. a Spanish house, the
a~swer ' to the bell is a voice, which calls
out ". Quien es ?"-who is it 1 or who comes 1
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and theperson wishing too beadmitted, must
answer "Gente .. de paz,"-literally, People tJf
peace. But this assertion does not content
the .person within, who then shoves aside the
shutterand peeps through; .and 'the usual
colloquy iscarried on through the ·grating,
beforethe doorbe thrown open, -unless the per-
son without, be. known to the servant ·within.
One cannot heIp endeavouring to account for
the ~ origin of so singular a custom; and
perhaps the truest guess that can .be made, is,
to refer it to the suspicion,and feeling oí per:­

......__sonal insecurity, which are the offspring of'bad
, governmentf ·of..¡folitical perké'cution!hand r~~ GeneralifE
a ligions inquisition~J Tne winaowTsliutters -of

JUl1U\ nI 1\ He llonses are as massive as the doors j and
the glass .of thewindows-ispurposely so ·bad,
that. it is impossible .to see into .a housefrom
theiopposite side .of a street: . .three panes,
however, are always of goodiglass, . so .that
onemay beable:to:see out. . "

/I'he thouse .which l .select rfor ·a .descrip­

tionof .its interior, . asa fair sample of.the
dwelling~housesof the middle classes .rin
Madrid, ..belonged to a gentleman i holding: a
government appointrnent of.50,000 reaIs (500/.)
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per .annum ; 'which may be .equal toabout
7001. ;~.;year.inLondon:: andvwith very !few

.variations,this : house .may 'be -taken .as an
average ' specimen :of the houses of .-profes­
sionalmen, .emplofées, and .independent rper­
sons. vof .from -5001~to '1,0001. .per annum.

The principal room, answering to theEnglish
drawing-room, .is :large, .and well-lighted; .a
handsome -straw .rnatting, \worked in a pat­
tern .of :coloured flowers, . and which looks

quite as pretty as a ' ~arpet-, _entirely covers

tne fioor, which is generally of brick. 'I'here
-_is..no 'fire..place in .the room; the walls and

roof are.botli ~hat .is called3,stained1
'
aQG thisYGene al f

.as well executed as 1 llave ever seen it
in ~ngland ; -and the furniture of the room

consists ofa largemahogany sofac with hair

eushion, . eovered with floweredblack satin;

mahogany ehairs, with .green and~traw­

coloured .basket-seats ; ..four .small mahogany
. tables, · of .good material,. .and prettily carved,
and a large round table in :the centre of'fhe
room-ojustoan English loo-table-s-upon .which
stands.a .handsome.service of c~ina; .a. mirror,
and two marble slabs ·between the windows,

-and .a .few -pictures-copies . from .Spanish
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masters.v-cornplete the .furnit ure : 'but Iet me
not omit five or six ]OW st?ols; scattered .here .
and there; ' forevery lady has her footstool.
'. At one end of this room,.. opening from .the

side, is arecess, twelve or.thirteen feet square;
and .not 'concealed by any curtain. , This -is a

,bed-room---ca bed-room too in constant use.

The bedstead is of steel or brasswire; the bed

is covered with a couriterpane, trimmed with

broad lace; the furniture is all of'mahogany,
and the wash-hand.. basin and ewer .are ' 'oí

· 15rass.
.......__.,Awide archway opening at the other end

oí tHe drawirig-room, le~d~ to an oarite'-roon1, ...

, covered .witli tHe same ll1atting ,as :tHe' draw­
ing-room, and furnished with a couch, eh áirs, .

and footstools, covered with blue satin.' : At
- the sida.of 'th is ante-room is another recess,

'open like the: otber, '.containing two beds,

between tbem a ' small lnarble 'slab, with a
vessel of.holy-water, and at the head ofeaéh
a- small image -of Christ in ivory. This is .the

matrimonial chainber. The rest oí the house

consists of a 'l.orig, tortuousvand ratherdark
passagé, .from 'which the other rooms enter :

these are, ' a small parlour, ore' study, always
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poorlyfittedup j . a' boudoir, with a lowcouch
covered with black satín, a couple of foot­
stools,a ,table, and .very handsome looking­
glass; this.important room is 'either matted, or
floored .with .Valencia tiles; and .tIle walls are ,
generally covered with a French paper, and
adorned or disfigured as the casemayhappon,
witha.few pietures, ,religious, or of anopposite
character, orboth, according to the tasteofthe
señora. , .. .

The worst room. in .almost every. Spanish
liouse, is the dining-room, or rather eating­

room, for ~very meal .is taken .inv the same
room :,:the floor has generaJly no matting,-. tne
wallsure ,unadorned;-the fUFniture is of the
comtnonest description.e-.and the 'room itself
so -small, ,that the table, which nearly fills the

room, is rarely large enough.for more than six
perso~s~. "This. at once lets.astranger into.an .' ;
important secret in the .economy of :Madrid ,;
society; that there is no probability ofreceiving
an-invitation to dinner. . 1 say Madrid society, ,
because in the southern provinces, the;dining.;.
room and its uses are .different ....But although
a stranger must not expect many invitations to
dinner in Madrid, yet, if. he :be .once .received "
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into a .family upon ·a . familiar ' foot íng, ; and

should pay a .visit while the . family are- at

dinner.or just sitting .down to dinner; he.will
not, be ' denied . admittance, but. will .be re;;.

quested..to walk.Into the eating-room, and .a

. chair iwill ibe immediately placed for him: at

table. : This civility, however, mustbeaccepted

with:discretion; because the civilspeech, which

ia.Invariably: addressedvto: a stranger, .when

he concludes his first visit,-Esta casa esa. la
disposicion de. 'Vd.;_ " > This hause is.ut your

disposal,"~-is .a- form ..ofr: words' not to . be

......._~alwa~s .interpreted literally. 1 have omitted
to .·mention".fhe'V1 Span\sh1Ii itclien,AIwlíicli.aisGeneralifE
provided with' aSstone t aole,Cin ' wñich there '

JUl1TR nI Rnare SiXL or eight circular holes for. charcoal,
and. numerous. earthen .vessels to fit these
holes. . Generally speaking, respectable Spanish
houses, whether in Madrid; Seville, orValencia,
are. sorupulouslyclean, 1 havenever in any

-country, seenkitchensand bed-rooms soclean
as .they are in Spain. .T he description 1 have

.given . may .serve to conv~y. tú the reader 'a

tolerably accurate ideaof the housesof Madrid ,:

sorne,-may contain a greater number of apart­
ments, and.others fewer ;andsome maybe a
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little , better, others a little worse furnished;
but in the material points, they are aH the

.same; .they have aIlan elegant drawing-roorn,
bed-rooms in recesses, a wretched ,·dining..
room, .and.a .luxuriously fitted-up boudoir..
. In a former-chapter, l .spokeof the -manner
of .living .among the middle classes in 'the
northemprovinoes. In -Madrid, and generally
in Castile, there is somewhatmore luxuryin the
table, though .the Spaniardsas a nation, may
justlybecharacterizedaa abstemious.und little

___ addicted .10 the pleasures·oí 'the table. .· The

......_ ..;:;,,::;ol.;;,:la or p,uchero, is not the sole dish that graces
the tables ofcthe inidtlle, ana tupper .8Iasse§Jin yGeneralife
Madrid :·there·is,generaUy:a stew.of.some kind
added; and .dinner is always followed by.cakes,
sweetmeats, and fruit; but thís isafter all but
an indifferent dinner for onewith an income
of'.7001. orS001. a-year~ . And there arestill

. very many in Madrid, even i.nthe.upper ranks,
who are: contented with the .puchero ;· and 1
was myselfacquainted withone or twofamilies
in ,good circumstances, who yet: lived.in .a.way
which. we should calLpiggishly · in England,
sending to the cook-..shop for a puchero, and to
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the wine-shop, for the daily portion required
at dinner.
" The inhabitants of Madrid, excepting the
trades people, rise late, andbreakfast between
ten and elev~n, upon a cup 'of chocolateywith
scarcelyany bread, and a glass of cold water.
Going to mass, dressing, paying and receiving
visits,and 'walking the streets, occupY the
ladies till the dinner hour; and this, following
the.example of'-th é court; :and in order that it
may not interfere with the claims ofthePrado,
is early, even am óng the highest ranks.Then

......._ -....;;;.:follows ' the ~ siesta; and the jJiterval '~etween

, th~ siesta' , aúd ~dressi~gh fordthe/Bvado, ·, (isy Generaíiñ
a usually passell rupon tlIe Batcon~. Ittrter the

,JUt1U\ nI R~rado, is the tertulia, which maybe said to be
the only formof Spanish socíetyv vWhen you
have the entrée of a house in Madrid, and pay
your visitin the evening, youfínd the family
assembled near -the windows, with two or
three strangers, ·chatting and laughing; , the
ladies of the house withoutmantillas, and the
visitors generallywearing them. - The young. i

•

ladies, 'or ' señoritas, are inone ' part of 'the '
room, : with one -or two '.caballeros; and the
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.Senora de .Casa in another, probably con­
versing with a. priest or friar ; .u.nless she be
young, in which case there is no division in
the society.. ·· The room is usually bádly ligh ted,
most conimonly with a semi-luna at the far­
thest comer,-and the master of the house is
rarely one 'of 'the party, He is amember of
another) ertulia.. The conversation is always .
lively.undsomewhat piquante, and the vísitors
stay 1ate,and are not presented with any re ..
freshment. .'-.... .

If the visit be made in the morning, the lady,
ifnot walking the streets, or gossiping"is found G ,:+
. . . . .' l . on . le . a (Jea . a-. d Y ene a Ite

. In her bou~olr~ seated upon ~ lo~ e,ouoli,· in a _ .
~lack silk dress;. }ier feet upon a footstooi; ' and
~esiQe Il.er, a large basket, such as Murillo has
so often painted, ' She is always engaged in
sorne kind of embroidery,-and her fan, which
she resumes the moment you enter, lies 00 the
table before her. -' . , ' .

The only kind of partyto which 3: 'stranger
is invited in Madrid, is a ball; but there is no
necessity for an .invitation, if one has the .entrée
of .thehouse; - A.t theseparties, the ladies are
ra!ely .dressed In the Spanish .fashion, but

I
VOL. l. L .
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general1y ala Franeaise, with white or coloured

dressés,-. the only distinguishing, and mevcr

to be mistaken mark ofa Spanishwoman, ,9~ing

the fan. ·,. The Spanish ladies invariably-.dance
wel1; and yet their mode .of dancing is as
opposite as' possible from the French .style ;

it is the management of th~ head and shoul-.

ders ; .and the manner, not the power oí-motion

in the limbs, that distinguish the Spanish
woman, There is another remarkable differ-

______ence between the Spanish, and the .French or

English' dance :' . the gravity of countenance.-c­
~--'and genera~ly,. the silence that prevailsamong

quaarille~sj . Jjot~ jR~ErfJ1J&' atfd'~.$rlgI1~(l;2is Generali~
remarkable, a:nil·:. even .,ludicrous ;. but the

JUnU\ D[ .1\ SpanisH.Jadies tal~ and .: laugh while they
. ~

dancej-s-seeíng ' ~Q' reason why.one pleasure
should suspend.jmother. At· theserparties
there is 'rarely , any· refreshment offered ; i:a

glass of water may be had, but nothing mote v .

';;, Arefhe Spaniards ahospitable-peopleJ­
This is .a .question that: cannot .be answered

.by,a simple .·monosyIlable ,: it seems .difficult

to sepárate: hospitali~y ·fro~ .generosity ; .. and
yet this distinction must he made .in. speak­
ing of the conductof Spaniards. . towards



SPAIN IN 1830. 147

strangers ° A Spaniard considers himself to
beremarkable fbr.his hospitality, because he
is at all timeshappy t ó.sce a stranger within
hi~ doors ; :he says, speaking to an English...
rilan, ti inyour country youinvite a foreigner

_to 'your house.: -and there the civility 'ends ;
heicann ót return' without another invitation. '
HuÍ' here, 'if a stranger be - once ' receíved
within our houses, theynrc iever ' afterwards
at bis dis posal; he needs no farther invita:

tion." This is true enough, but it scarcely-------arñounts to hospitality. This word; from the
......--days o~Abraham, who fed the angeIs,'has sig~ , .

! ifi a, tti 1-'. L. tObn, "mene ./ de...!dtAnatrnord v Generallfea m e se mg mea erore one; uU a s ranger -
might live years in ~, Spanisli city, and be

UNIR nI J\ on terros - of intimacy with many wealthy

Spaniards, and might yet never break bread
within a Spanish house,-.-' certainly never by
invitation. I speak at 'present of Madrid; and
the citiesof the interior. 'I n Cadiz, Málaga,

_Valencia, - and-BarceI1ona; dinner parties aré
occasionallygiven. -But, with ·this seeming
wantof hospitality towards strangers, there
is much, and very uncalled-for generosity,
Wherever a stranger goes in company. with

' L 2
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..

a : Spaniardr-e-if to a c'offee'~ liouse; : to the
theatre, to abull-fight.c-seven to shopswhere
fancy artielesaresold, the Spaniard insists.
.upon paying: any remonstranceoffends him ;.
nor will 'he. iever, ' a~ ~ny 'after time,. :permit
you torepay the .obligat ion in asimilar
way. , He is at all times ready withhis purse ;
and draws its strings with the alacrity ora

"man who is eager toogive away. his ,moriey ~

It is diffícult to referto any éommonprinciple,

___-t_he d ifferent ways in which a fipaniard .and. an
Englishman shew kindness . ~o .a stranger. "I'he
Spaniard, lays out his money .uRon' him cheer..:. . .
f 11 b t

. .l. hionumtlie I al
t

e la
t

A/fliamEra y Generaüfe
uy; u glves im no lng O ~a : ,lo e n-

gljshman, .on the 'ot~er hand, , would ..dislike

paying a erown for a fo~ei~er, · but would ask
himto dinneragain and again, and thus .lay .out
ten times its .amount , " c. ¡ ' : , . :

' i fear thi~' apparent.disregard of money, may

have sorne ·cotinexion :with .that greatand un.. ','
fortunate .failing in the .character.of'the 'middls '

classes in Spain. .'particularly .in Castile-í-Iovs

~ ofdisplay, or ostentatíon. v'I'his failingbelongs

to .the rniddle and u pper .classes .in an extra-o
ordinaryd~gree; while inconsiderateness, .and
carelessnesa of to-morrow, are conspicuous in

JUl1Tl\ Dr
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the characters both of the middleand lower

elasses. .Almost every one .in SpainIives up
to bis ineome. ' , Even the employées, who hold

'their posts by a very uncertain tenure, seldom

layobyany thing ; they generally die penny­
l éss'; and itis acertainfact, ' that the families

. .of" employées .:who .have died beggars, ":have

swelled the .Spanish pensión list to a' most
formidable length. " A ' Spaniard will ," dine
without a table..cloth, tú save the expense of

washing j but this, 'D9t that he maylay by
liis money ,- b ut that he ínay have tbe 'eelat,

not tlie pleasure~ .of frequenting the 0Ré~ra; .the G ' 1
,

....] t h ( ;¡; . enraf ,~" , ro 'h ene aprtae; no t e grat!J ~catlOn, o eating Ice m te '
'Café 'Catalina. .' 1 ñave KÍlown scme extraor- .

üinary instances of' this .love of idisplay : 'a
. Span~sh 'offícer; with whom we had sorne :ac-
. quaintance, invited us to accompany him and

his wife to the Prado. A ' handsomecarriage
,d rove up Oto thedoor, attended by two servants
in gayoliveries: will it b é believed, thát..the

carriagé 'andservants were .hired 'fortheocca­
'sion '; ,and that this offieerwas married, .had a

.family,and possessed only .hispay, amounting
to about 1401. a-year 1 What sacrifices .must

have been made for .the indulgence of this
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piece of vanity! 1 knew the family of'a judge; ,
consisting oí 'a widow,and,four daughters, all
of whom appeared every Sunday on the 'Prado
with new satinshoes andcleanwhite.gloves :
the pension of a judge's widow is 8000 reals,
(SOl. sterling). There isnothing remarkable in
these instances ; and the same love of display
isvisible among the lower orders in Madrid,
as far asthis can be shewn in their rank of lifé,
Persons in very humble circumstances 'are seen

__i_n most expensivedresses; and 'it is not .atall
unüsual to meet a female servant with a comb,

~-fan, aríd mantilla, whose united ~expensewould
amount to41. "or 51.on

E
mentar e la Alhambra yGeneralif

In the upper annmiddle classes oí society
in M~aria, morals are at.the lowest ebb: though
veils are almost thrown aside, .and serenades
are rare, Spain is stH,l the country of gallantry
and intrigue. " Want of. education among tbe
women, andthe absence of moral and religious
principIe 'among the meri, . are the fruitful
sources of this .universal demoralization.'. ':In
the-education of a Spanishwoman,all .has
reference todisplay; :knowledge forms no.part
oí it, Thebusiness' oí her ' life, ' is ~d ress and
show; anditsobject, admiration : this leads .to
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gallantry, and all its train ofconsequences. I~

is impossible to walk .into .the street, .or along
. the Prado, without perceiving _even among.
children, that .the -rudimentsv of Spanish .in­
discretionare already Iaid. Little girls ofthe
tenderestage shewbytheir .gait 'and manner,
that they are ·already initiated in tbe .business
of life. . 1 have heard .others, scarcelyescaped
from childhood, talk in a .manner ,that ;would
have made an English married woman blus'4,-.: .
and, 1.0 gather something even from ínfancy,
:1 haveheard a child five or sixyears old, ask

......_----.::its companion, how it could disregard appear..
! anéé~o much(as to venture .out.. witliout a p~ó~ Ge
a per ceznture.C. SE ERIA.:DE :'.. : UM.. ..

. In married life, T have reason to think .that

infidelity is more universal .than in Italyj ~ll~'

the origin 'oí- it is different,and..,the .thing .ís
, differently managed ~~ the two ..countries. '. J.t

is a .great error to imagine-as sorne old writers
upon. Spain, . -and accurate wFiter.s~ in :other
respects, have asserted-j-that -th~~~: -is..·~ny

connivance in- Spain on'.the -part of -the "hus­
band: Spanishhusbands.with few exceptions,
are too proud to bargain for their own disho­
nour. -W hile 1 was in Madrid, two .instances

e allf
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occurred, in whieh husbands .rnurdered their
wives 'in fits of je álousy: inn éither of these

,cases was the thing sifted to .the bottom ; be:".
causé :it w ás known that in doing this the .
viilany 'of two priests 'would , have ' been
brought 1:0 light. The Corttjo of .Spain .is
by no means the .Cisesbeo of Italy. The liaison
ID Spain is a seeret one ; it has not originated
in interest or vanity, hui in passion; .and the

greatest pains are taken to conceal it from the
husband, and even (intimates exeepted) ·from

--- tlie worldv iThere are not in' Madrid the sanie
_-opporttinities for the formation and: prosecu- .

tion OLintrig~e, ' as~ ill' Seville:¡ anCl' the cities of Ge e all
the south. In tliese~ tlle 'gardens and su'mmer

. fiouses,-'the walls of both forming a part of
the street;-are particularly favourable 'to the
serenade, the billet-doúx, and their recom­
pensé. ' In Madrid, opportunities are more
precarious ; the mass, the street, the balcony,

. are ' the . only places of /~eridez~ous;, "and of

these, the latter is the most prized.' Walking
the ' str(~ets, while all the world enjoys ,the
siesta, wakeful señoras and señoritas.are .here .

.and 'there s~en ' behind the curtains that fall
over the balconiés; and -which are' supposed to
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shade the Iight from the eye~ of the sleeper; .
and now and then sorne medium oí intellí­

gence is~een fluttering downward; to bepicked
up ~y a cloaked cabalero. : There Ís . another
importan! 'difi'erence between the gallantries
of Spain, 'and. oí..I taly or France : 'in Spain,

theyare not confined to married women ; Im­
proper liaisons are not unfrequently formed by
unmarried 'ladies ; 'and those whorrrone 'sees
00 tbe balconies, 'are much rnore frequently
señoritas than señoras, . .

~_ " I ptrigue is not confined in Madrid to the

....-_.-.;;:upEer, or even 'the middle classes of society;

but is found" also 'among the trade,~ . people.yGe
Sometimes üuring¡ tlie hours oL sleeI) and
'silence, il have ventured, in passing .along the'
.street, to draw aside tbe curtain tbat is meant

to secure an .uninterrupted 'siesta to . tbe in­

mates of the ' embroiderers, perfumers, or
' dres's~makers' shops ; and 1 .have more ,.than
onceinterrupted 'a t¿te-if-téte. It is fair toadd,
.however, tbat 1 oftenerfoundthe señorita fast

asleep, ' Itis well understood in Madrid, that
, during the timeof siesta, DO one enters a -shop

where a 'curtain is dr.awn ~ 'but a - stran~er may

. ~

e allle



154 SPAIN IN 1830.

JU 11\ DI

sometimes do .unpermitted things, under pr é-'
tence of ignorance, . 1

The -lower vorders ·in Madrid . cannot : b~

eharacterized as grossly immoral: they.are not
drunkenandbrutal, like themob.of London ;
nor ferocious and insolent,. '.like ,the ·'canaille
of Paris. In :walking the streets of Madrid;
it is rarely that one sees either quarrelling ~»;

gambling ; .and 1 believe it might be possible
to walk through al1Y part -of the city with the
corner of a handkerchief hanging iout . óf the
pocket, .and . to return with it in its ' place:
petty Iarceny, a Castilian thinks .beneath him......-~
Bet:vv.een· the cparacter. o€ the Gastilian and;
the. AndaIusian, tliere is ~s ' m'ar.:KeH ~ a · ·dis­
tinction as .that whichexists in thecharacters
of any two people inhabiting different :king-
doms j . but I will not anticípate. " . '~' ;' : ' :' . " l·~ .~

1 suspect:that .among' theupper and middl~

ranks .in.Madrid, religión is as.low as morals:
among them, priestcraft exercises very Iittle In-.
fluence; and. iindeed, ridiculeand dislike ofall
orders of religión, form a very common season­

ing toconversation. · .Therecanbe no doubt
that: the occupation of t~e Peninsula by the

'.

e e
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French army, has gone far towards diminishz
ing the respect in which the priesthood was
formerly held ' by the great majority of all
classes in Sp~in~ ' In Madrid; ' I have. never
heardone individual -aboye the rank oí a small
tradesman; 'speakwith respect, of religion.c-.or
with affeetion, of'the priesthood. ' There can­
not be tbe ' smallest doubt .that, in the capital
at :least, :both the clergy and the friars are
sensible of á great diminution in the power
which .they formerly enjoyed; and their tone

____ and hearing are altered accordingly. At pre­
sent, , they, at all events the regular clergy,
yield a little t ri the tide.that has set in against J

tliem, r have 'oeen 'surprisea ,to liear. the
, freeaom with .which some of the priests have
spoken 'of the state oí Spain.. .' I have heard
tbem particularly lament the diffículties that
stand in ,the way of publishing books, and
admit the oppressive .nature of theenactments
that regard educatiori. :.The .clergy have not
the same interest as the .friars, ín .supporting
the 'present' system, because .they. have not
the "same. fears. A' 'fevolution that .might
possibly chaseeverymonk from the soil,and
which would, ataU events, , despoil thern of

I

r
1
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their possessions and termínate theirdominion,
would probably but slightlyaffect the clergy
of the church ; and 1 have observed that since
the French revolution, their fears have di­
minished. . ' rhe .. example of France, in ·the
respect .it has ..shewn for the rights 'of the
church, they, 'look upon as a .guarantee ,of
their own security ; and perhaps justly.. . Go- '

vernment still seeks for .support in the in­
fíuence of the church, ' and endeavours, .:by
'every means, to keep up this influence, .'I'his,

----it may easily be .supposed, is attempted
...-__ tbrough the medium of education, 'which;

thróughoufSp.ai~,rmay-15e IsaiCl'cto Ibe .~rgo~Ge a f
vernment concern. , Tlie schools in Madrid
are áll conducted by Jesuits ';' and 'the educa-
tion .received in them, issuch as ' .might .be
expected frorn their heads. This surveillance
commenced when the king .returned 'to,.the .
head of the government, iri 1824. 'I'he col­
leges were 'theil remodelled ; ' and all thepub- .

lie seminaries, even those destined for military
'education, were plaeedunder.Jesuit heads. , 1 " .
have frequentlymet in the streets ofMadrid,
long .lines of students oí the Colegio Imperial,
and 'oftbe Semmariode Nobles, 'someinmilitary .
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uniform, and each company headed by a priest,
And no choice is left to the people, .as to the
education of their children: . the only choice
is,' the government sehool, or no school ; for
obstacles, almost insurinóuntable, are thrown
in the way oí prívate tuition. B~fore a family
dareemploya tutor, th~ permission of govern­
ment must be obtained; and the tutormust
provide himself with a license ; this implies
minute inquiries into éharacter,' political and
religious opinions, . .&c.; so ' that, in 'fact, .no

~-""'--

..-:.....-~ tutor is ever Iicensed.runless there .is a:perfect
seeur.ity· that the s:y'stem oroeducation to be ' ,
. . d b ' }iP...L. . . rJt l1011 .en

t
tal de l~tf.\'· lam5rda yGenerallfe

pt:t:s~e Y.' lm,-ln. ~ .ee ~a ; ( RO.1 ica , . an
·rehglous,- shall be·precIsely·the same as that
rtauglit i n ·the publicseminaries: thereis no­
thing ~ ' therefore . gained by private : tuition.
Whether thepriesthocd may' possibly regain
anypart of its lost influence, .owingito .the
present system of educationvmay admitofu
~úestión.. IfSpai~ should rernain in "its pre- .
sent condition,without .révolutionor change,
it is "' probable tbat ·. the growth '.of liberal
opinionsmay be retarded; .the thousands .n c:nv
educated on jesuitical principies, .and denied
the 'means of real -knowledge.vwere .not old
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enough during the existence 'of the constitu­
tion, to have caught a glimpse of the light
which at that time dawned upon the darkness
of Spain j nor have 'they had .opportunities
of being ,' infiuenced by ,French principIes,
during the timé of the occupation of the 'P e­
ninsula. The policy oí,the Spanish govern­
ment, ' therefore, with respect to its surveil­
lance of 'education, , is not unworthy 'of a

government that desiresto maintain itself by
~__ the blindness of the people,

The influenceof the friars is .much greater
than that of the priests; though this also

G
I

d'· .. h 'd "1' ¡rnen k oef 'M d 'amo alv e le a lemums es al y. spea 9 a n on y.
1

In many of the other cities of Spain, oí.which '

1: sliall afterwards speak more .in detail--":par-
ticularly inToledo; ' Seville, Granada, Lorca;
andMurcia, and in móst of the smaller towns,
1 think itálmost imp óssible that the infiuence

of the friars could ever have been ,much greater
than it is.' . In Madrid, ' less attention is paid

to religious cerenionials and processions, than

in any other city oí Spain; and one sees fewer
external proofs of the veneration of the people

. forthe character of friar, ' A Franciscan .may
pass 'from one .end :of Madrid to .the other,
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, without having one claim made upon hispater­

nal blessing by a grown~:t;lp . person.: ,1 'have
seen the Yirgin :of ;St . .Rosalio, and an image
of .St , Thomas,carried through ·the streets,
with, some-hundreds pr,friars -accompanying
them, ,without _:~ny : one: being ,~~ci~e.d : to a
.greaterect-of .devotion . th~n:· , t~ising;, the hat
: from the head : :and duríngmymorníng walk,
when.T invariablyJooked .intojthechurches
belonging -to ",whichever of~ .the .convents that
4appen~d .to .Iie jn my way, 1. .seldom saw

'--m-. ......ore than halfa dozen persons .attheir devo-
t~on~. , : . ~ll this is verydifferent at 'I'oledoand '
Seville '; ;. and j rldgiAg 1?y" tlf'¿fdiffef€n~e~I,'R~f~ YGeneralife
observed in, the p~Q~fs.' of ~bjgotry~ apparentjIl

UNTR nI t.lie ,:a iffereJ?,t .S panish -cities, 1 .feel.ínyself jus-
.tified in ,believing that the influence of-the

friars, a,s well as .that of the priesta Jias sensi­
1>ly; , diminished -in Madrid. .. .But it ds.·.·.far
from 'being .small : it .still -existsrwith less or
more force, among allranksi-andthe breast .of

a.:friar is stillthefavourite :d~pository,of!family

secrets.. r ' From. my house, 1 could-see f .the
regular visits made by friars to severaI houses
within the range -ofrny.window ; .and . little
children may .at .all .t imesibe .seenoin ' the



160
:

SPAIN IN 1830.

street, running after the monk of any order, to
kisshis handand beg his blessing.

There are many reasons why the infiuence
of the friars should decline more slowly than
that of the priesthood: as the first of these
may be mentioned, the greater immorality of
the Iives-.of the latter. This immorality is
notorious . throughout Spain; .. and, indeed, .
they take little pains tooconceal,-I will not
say their pecadillos.c--.but the opportunities and

__-_._temptations to commit them, which they create
fol' themselves ;'and they obtain fuIl ,credit for

........--·-yielding tOpthese temEtations. · 'P erhaEs ~t iS
r

. ,

d • · . . , ' 19nl
l len al de.a ~ h,?t. l bfi::t VGeneranreomg wrong to tlle,c ergy¡ to asslgn LO tlle nars

greater purity of Jife'than to tnem; out what-
JUl1TR DI Rn ever(may .be the immoralities of the monks, ,

they .have more the ,art, and they possess
better opportunities too of concealing thero.'

, Priests live in the.world, and have worse
opportunities of'concealment 'than other men,
because their profession .lays them open to
scrutiny ; but friars , live in a world of their
own, fenced round, not onIy by wal1s of stone,
but by a more impenetrable wall of prescrip~.

tive ' venera~ion,-, -and .they are very daring
eye~ that pry -into the secretsof the cloister,
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B.ti.t strange, :.and even dreadful events, occa-,

sionaIly occur.ito lay open the hidden scenes

that are' transacted withina convent's walls.
One .sucli occurred .last "September, while 1
was '.in . Jy.Iad~id . · One morning, the Superior
of'.thernonastery.pf San Basilio was found in .
bedrnurderedc-c--his throat cut, his hands tied,
and several stabs in his body. : There couldbe
no doubt .that themurder had been.committed. .
13Y .the friars; and as :no pretencacould be

found against instituting an inquiry, ' acom­

mission was accordinglyappointed to investí-

gate,. .and .sat d~r.i~g1 sev~Tal .days: AStra~g~ I Generalife
disclosures wer~ made : ,',it appeared tpat .the .
~uperi~r had been agood roan, and remarkably

t sfrict .in the observances . enjoined upon the

order.-e-too .muchso for the .inclination of'the

friars,who had been accustomed to ~ommi~

every:kind..of .excess, and to .t~ansgr~ss: in the

. most essential points, the rulesof the convent ; '

particularly 'in ·.being absent duringthenight.
The superior used to reprove this .·laxity, ~an~

.exer tedEiaauthority:to restrain it; ~~~ _dis~

.liketowardshim wasnaturally produced, In
·.these circumstances, no .doubt, rested in the

\

:Vo.L. I. M
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mind of any one, thatthe murderwascom..
mitted b)~the .monks; · l)lit' it. had ' b~en ! -re~

solved.rthatJn- SOIne wayor other the ,affair
should .be gotrid of. ; .The 'porter of -the con­
vent, .who, previous to the appointment. óf: the
commission, ' had declared ::.:~hat no one .had

entered;.so qualified his wordsbeforethecom­
missioners.vthat .through hisvevidence.: tbey
found a loop-hole bywhieh .justice .might ooze
out: -he .said.v that he .hadsome.recollection,
w:hen .half asleepj: of having i seen-a. person

~ enter; ' but-besides the impossibility .ofrany

one. :.enter.ine-,:r:unless·-thel' n or,ter:
d
-l:had:ibeen!sOG. ' 1

• '-' • _ ~ 11 1 c.1 . d ' ene a I
much:awake::as to opep;tfie gate; thesmurd ér

JUNTA D J\ could 110t have beencommitted.by'one .person. .
The resultwas; thatthe.commission brokeup
without'comingto anydecisionj ..but .as a sacri- ,
fice to -publicopinion; .threeof .the -friars.weré
committed: to .prison<on.rsuspicion.. i.i .It ~:'was :
wellunderatoodthat the affair wouldnever.go '
further';':and :V was cassured cby-thelwife.iofca .

person -holding' avhigh official 1 eniployment,

that in 'a few - m()nths } th~ dmprisoned'-m'onks '

w óuldbefound 'again iin;t heir conventsv.Wh én
the kingreturnedvto Spainin(tl823,~ ;he; .hanged

a friar for a murder; but this was done atthat


