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must ask it, and a part of what is demanded is
general1y given; but if any demand be made
inconsistent with the laws 01' privileges of Bis­
cay, a thing that has sometimes happened,
Biscay returns this contradictory answer; "Se
obedese, y nose cumple."

Tbe head of the province, is the Corregidor,
whois named bythe kingof'Spainjbut an appeal
from the corregidor to the deputies, seems to
render the precedence oí the corregidor merely
nomina1.The :deputies are elected thus: the
general election for the nominationof deputies,
sy,ndics, and regidores, takes place every .three
yea¡:s. Each village within the 'province sends
one 01' two electOrs, 'ac'co!ding¡ to its ~ize ;lttnej Ge ' eralife
names of .the vil1ages~are ;written upon separate

1\ np·eces l0f.1Raper, .and aH are put into a wheel,
and the first four thatturn up, have the .right 'of
electionyor of naming the public ofunctionaries
oí the .province.

The .privileges, .the civil laws. vand.themari­
time lawsof Biscay, 'are contained i in: three
separate volumes ; ,the 'latter of .these:form .the
basisof the maritime .laws of'.Bpanish-South
América.
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Information for Travellers. l " I Alh mbra Generallfe
1 p.c../oru enta a a . "

UPON those roaas in Spain wliere diere are no
diligences, the traveller may general1y find an
orai1uwio, or galer.a; two kinds of waggons, .the
former without, the Iatter 'commonly, but not
always, with springs, in either of which he may
be accommodated with a place,-a seat 1 can
scarcely callit.s-cat a price, moderatein compa­
rison with the enormous. expense oí hiring .a
private conveyance. In one of these ordinarios,
1 left Bilbao for Vittoria, by a road different
from that by which 1 had already travelled.

. Nothing can be more luxurious than travelling
by a waggon on springs during hot weather:
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neither diligence nor prívate carriage can be
compared with it: 'it oís open before and behind,
so that there is a fine current of air; it is eovered
above, so that the .sun is excluded, and the tra­
veller may lie all his length upon clean straw, '
As for the rate -of travelling, it is 'not indeed
very rapid; 'but fifty miles a day is a 'suffícient °

distance for one who is desirous 'oí seeing the
eountry he , passes through : waggons 'with '
springs, however,: are múch more rarely to be
met with, than those without thein; and the
jolting, oí course, neutralizes in part the other
advantages 1 have named. . .

~-I:eaving Bilbao, the road winds through a
narrow valley ~mong' hillSl covereCl to tlié sum- 'Generall
mit with oak; and rising to the Height oí
bet~een 2000 and 3000 feet; the valley, vary-
ing inbreadth from one to two miles, is every
where cultivated; the crops, even at this early
period, were already partIy reaped ; and inmany
places the country people were busy in the '
fields. , E very "where around, there was much
picturesqtie beautyand many, 'rural pictures:
a little rivulet flowed ' in -capricious turnings
through the .valley ; ' and as ' Biscayan industry
always carries a road .straight forward, 'what-
ever obstacles are encountered, the stream was
spanned .every few hundred yards by a stone
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bridge; built in the.:forro of an aqueduct, and
generally.grown overowith .ivy rfineold Spanish
chestnut trees were scattered overthe meadows
that :bordered . the stream, and.here and there
groups of cattle stood.or lay under. them, . This
kind ofscenery, continued thesame for about
six Ieagues, when.we stopped at a .small town to
dine,and refresh the ulules. . .At thisvillagewe
were destined to fareill. We .wereushered into
a room .wherea priest, ..and two other persons,
had finished what seemed byits wrecks to have
been an excellent irepast :and . the .table 'was
immediately cleared to make way for our.enter-
tainment: silver spoons .and forks, ·hándsome I f, I

.......----.;...:wine decante~s, of erystáplgiltJai Na a¿rraií napep era 1e
kins, seemed . to anuounce ·somet.ning ·respect-

JUnU\ TI J\ able ;(but the dinner.whenit appeared, consisted
of a little cold .fish, and the .bones-c-..··· Iiterally the
bones,of the chickens which ·the priestandhis
friends 'had. picked l vLmade nly .way .into . the
kitchen, and discovering a fine ,fat hen 'roasting ,
and almost ready for the. .table; I: began .vto
repent my toohasty condemnatiori of the.enter­
tainment ;but·upon tellingthe master that the
fowl .was -suffíciently roasted, .1. was informed
that itwas -notforme, .but for the 'muleteér,
who in . .Spain always .fares better than ,those
whom ·he·conducts. 1 was foreed, therefore, to
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return to the cold fish and chicken .bones,' for
which the landlord had the effrontery to charge
twelve reals, 1 paid him, however, only one
half ofhisdemand, and got hito 't he waggon,
followed only by a.fewBiscayan growls ..' ,

Aftel;' Ieaving this town, we began to 'ascend
the mountains-which sepárate Biscay Proper
from the .province ofAlava. In passing these
mountains,a curious il1usion is produced bythe
extreme whiteness oí the · stone which compose~

the peaks:of soine of.the Biscayan.:range. . Í t is
scarcely possible.to persuade oneself that these
are not snow peaks ; nothing indeed: but á.pre- .
:vious kno:wledge of :the elevation of this range,
and of" the 'conseqJent- .impo~sioility'\l ofi .snow' .ene alif '
lying upon 'i t, could ' Uismiss th é ilhí ái ón.. , A
liUle fiefore dusk we alightedat the paradórat
Vittoria, wherevasthe .Infante was .no longer
an inmate, 1 foundcomfortable .accommoda-
tion. :~ A t this hotel, : and' at. all the . posadas
between Bayonne. and ..Madrid, ! ,in ' connexion
with the e~tablishment-of .the .royal: diligences,
there. is .a tariff of prices;: which 1 :shall here
transcribe, for theinforniation of .those who may
wish to know something of theexpenses of tra~

velling in this part.of Spain..:.,: .
Desayuno, 'which .. means a slight morning's

repast, and whicbmay consist eitherof a cup
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of chocolate, t~ea, or coffee, with bread; or of
two eggs; with bread and wine, ' is charged two
reals, or five pence, .

"Almuerzo (Dejeuné ala fourchette), eight reals.
Comida (Dinner), twelve reals, or 28. 6d. This

being the most .important meal, the tariff speci­
fies the articles of which it mustconsist.fhough,
for sorne of these, equivalents are 'allowed . The
following is the bill of fare :-Soup; an olla, o~
puchero, which is composed of fowl, bacon, beef, .
sausage, Spanish peas, and pot-herbs; a fritter, .
or ham and eggs; two dishes of dressed 'ID eat ;
a 'puddirig ; pepper in ' the pod, dressed with a

....._~s......auce; . sinall white beans (haricots); a roast; .
i a salad; a desse~t of 'tnree disnes ;~éláTlgl~s~ C({f eral f
A brandy "; and oreaa and ' wine át discretion. . .

JUnH\ nI J\Melonl is _not oincluded "in the dessertof three
dishes ; this fruitjs not eaten in the north "of
Spain at the dessert, but is introduced after
soup. The dinner, it rnust be admitted,is suf­
ficiently abundant ; but, : considering the Iow
price of provisions; it is not cheap. · The only
one of these dishes which a stranger can"eat, is
the most truly Spanish among them.i-sthe
puchero,-because it is the only one in ' which
there is neither oil rior garlic. The tariff' also
provides for the traveller's comfort in bed; ' this
is charged al four reals (lOd.)~ and the follow-
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ingarticlesare ordered to be provided r. a straw '
,mattress ;another oí wooI; two clean sheets ;

.' two pillows, and clean pillow-casea : aquilt ;
and, inwínter, a blanket. AH that thetariff
enjoins, is rigidly complied with; and,where~ ,
ever ,there is a tariff, the traveHer may always
depend upon a sufficient meal, a clean bed, and
a just.'charge. ,. ,', '

Vittoria may ' at .present be ' considered . .á. ,

decayed town. Ever since the war ofindepend­
encé, it has been .a falling place; 'and this lnay
be easilyaccounted for, from the insecurity of
possessions in a town Iying so near the F rench
frónti er. At the time when NaEoleon threat- "
ened, to annex .to,Frarl6e all tllatp'~rt of1Spaih J Generallf
whieh Hes t ótlienorth ,of tlieEoro, 'many,left
:\7:ittoriaJ ; ', and several 'persons, exchanged their
est~tes jn ,.tp.at .neighbourhood, for possessions
farther in the interior. . .At present, there are
numerous houses untenanted, .and not a fewin
a state .of ~ ruin; 'and the manufactures ofwhich ' "
Vittoria. formerly could . boast, now scarcely
exist,-"n'o onebeing disposed tosink capital in ,'
establishing .that 'which' the first 'commotion
upon the frontier .might ·be: the means .of .de~

stroying.:':. ' :: ; ,. : :. : , ', ' "
' 1 experienced sorne , difficulties at Vittoria

VOL. l. E
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JUIH TI

with my passport. 1 had intended to have
entered Spain by Perpignan, but having changed

' my intention, 1 was in possesslonofonly a , ~

French 'provisional passport" , backed by the
Spanish Consul at Bayonne. 1 "was at first
told, that 1 could not be allowed to proceed ;
but, upon producinga letter ofrecommendation,
from Lord Aberdeen to Mr. Addington, the
BritishMinister at Madrid, the difficulties were
overcome, and 1 was permitted to proceed.

1 was detained two days in Vittoria, waiting
a vacant place in the Madrid ·diligence, which
1 sfeRped·into at three o'clock .on the morning

~--of the third dat ;; ; and, rafte't>L~ few hours~ driv,e,eral ~
. ,.TJ I1 u \.. d I Cl UI el (1

throughawelI-'cultivated corn conntry: we
R.r.,e:ached' Mii'and~, and; , ctossin?, ' the Ehro,

enterea old Castile, The ,Ebro 1S here a very
insignificant .stream, little resembling the 'majes­
tic river which 1 afterwards crossed in Data­
Iunia '; but the interest with 'which a river is
'regarded, .is ,of a borrowed kind ; even where
the traveller is able to step~verit,it,is invested
with 'a dignlt y cemmensuratewith its ' future
destinies. But the Ebro, evenif 'it were pos­
sible to deprive it of that charm which "is

, common to every great river when beheld near
.its soürce, has ,-claims peculiarly itsown '; it is
fuIl of historie recollections-it gave il{;s .name
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to the whole of ancient Spain-. .and memory,
set.eail ·upon .its waters; : floats towards the
empires of Carthage and of Rome, And the
Ebro possesses still anothersource of inte.rest
to all who visit oSpain ; for it Í8 upon its banks
that we are first reminded of the exploits of .the
·valorous .Knight of La Mancha, .and of .the
undying .genius of Cervantes.c--one .of whose
happiest mventions is .the fancy of his hero,
that his ~oat,floating down the Ebro,' has
crossed the equinoctial; and the proof of this,
which he demands of Sancho.

.I liad been told that on entering old Castile
we should be subjected to a rigorous .eustom- r: ra/l
u . . - . .. .. ,v ~ m n . G a f.\ .nam a \..Je
uouses~arch; but ID SBaln, .·spcli ' roatters
-alw.ays dependupon cir.cumstanceSF 'í\. Colonel
in the Spánish service chanced .10 occupyaseat
.in the .diligence ; and no custom-house officer in
Spain, dare to 'put a person holding a military
commisslon '10 -a moment's ineonvenience. :' The
consequencewas, :tbat in placeof being detained
three hours UpOR the bridge; until ;every·:p.ack - '

. age should be lowered .and opened, theOolonel
merely .thrusthís arm .out oí the 'window ; .and
.the ·custoni-house · officers, -s.eeing .around ..his
wrist .the .proofs .of his .:military .zank; doffed
their caps.rand stood .back; andthe .diligence

E2
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passed OO • .' Superior rnilitary rank in the Spa ..
nish service is not indicated. by more gorgeous
trappings : the Coloneldiscardsthe epaulets,
and is known by two narrow stripes round .the
wrist, while the General mereIy invests his loins .
with a crimson girdle.

Upon first entering Castile, ' the country
affords sorne prornise of interest. We traverse
a narrow defile, guarded by precipitous and
majestic rocks, and are 'pleased by the .pic­
turesque views which are icaught at intervals
on both sides; but .this defile .does not extend
more than :a league in ' length, and wefhen

~--,-enter uponp.a~ 1\0Ben, ~n. l~l l ª~~ 'cHo~lla rP8PlltrY'2nera l j fE ~
• which stretches aH the w.ay·'to Burgos. The

JUnU\ D[ 1\ oil in tbis trac~ of land appeare~ to be :ery
unequ~1. l ,saw whole ifields covered with
thistles, among which 'flocks: of sheeprwere
picking a scanty meal ; and, · a lthough I. was
unabIe to judge of theproductiveness of .other
parts by the growing cropsythe harvest being
in many pIaces aIready gathered, 1 observed
vast heaps of grain every half league or less ;
part of it 'thrashed and winnowed, and part
going through these operations, AH through
both the Castiles; the grain is not housed;
large flatspots, one . ortwo hundred yards
across, are selected fot its reception-here it is
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thrashed and winnowed ; 'the former operation
being vp erformed vbypassing over it a ' sledge
with a · c urved bottom, ··drawnhy one mule, .
which is guided by awoman who stands upon
the sledge, and who facilitates the operation by
her.weight. Thiscustom of keeping the grain
in the open air, adds much to the labourofthe
husbaridman :,if rain come, there is no remedy
but to cover.the grain -hcapswith cloths.s-avery .
ineffectual protec.tiór¡t against the torrents'. that
sometimes ·.. descend from Spanish skies; and
wbenthe rain ceases, it is necessary again ·to
spreaclthe·grain;:and expose it to the influence
of.t lie 'sun . · . . . '.;
, .W e '·reachedPBur~gp earl~t(indtllg 'aft€r'R6bfi,YGer eralífe
ánd ·the short interval "allowed us there, sufficed
fOli a"glance at the cathedral. ' .In ' its exterior,
the cathedral of Burgos will yield to no .othe r,
in .Spain: in .the number; and elegance of the .
pinnacles which surmount it, it surpasses them
all, .but the interior, althoughremarkable for the
beauty of the workrnanship withwhich in sorne
parts jt is ·decorated, .,and .a lthough . entitled .
to rank among the -most magnificent temples
dedicated '. too.religión, is · yetinferior . to the
c;athedrals · both of Toledo .and .of .Seville, i n
grandeut, as well as ' in richness; and as 1
pnrposed : seeing both of these cathedrals, l .
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regreted less, the Tmpossibility of examining
minutely, the cathedral of Burgos. The little
that 1 saw of Burgos pleased me; and had 1 not
subsequently visited Toledo, 1 should have set
down Burgos as the bestspecimen 1 had seen of
.an old Oastilian city: hut in this, Toledo stands
unrivalled .

.Between Burgos and Lerrna, 1 passed through .
vast tracts of uncultivated, and much of it,
uncultivable landvmostly covered with a thick
underwood oí aromatic and medicinal . plante; ;
in' sorne parts, the perfume from these was so
strong, that T could scarcely believe rnyself to .

~-Be elséwhere .than in anrapothecarYr'~rslhop. · ( le ,.4= ~.:..
•.x,; I I Ir II ue . el • J nera IIE ,:

found all this patt oí. OId € asble ver-y scantily . .~

JUnU\ D[ 1\ ReoRled; and the-.quantity of cultivated land
seemeü to be quite equal -.to the probable
demand upon its produce. ~ At night-fall we
reached Lerma, -where a ··comfortable posada
received us. We were beset at the door by a
crowd of .ragged beggars, who however, urged
their claims scarcely more obtrusively than the
poor Franciscan monk oí Bterne, who crossed
his hands upon his breast, and retired, The
Spanishbeggar is unlike the beggar of every
other country, in this-that he is easilyrepulsedj

.he seldom urges his claim twice ;. but indeed,
his raggedness,and apparent destitution, often
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render a second appealuunecessary. 1 observed
that every one of tbese beggars wore three 01'

four .necklaces, and several rings-i-baubles, no
doubt blessed at the shrine of sorne saint. In
the posada at Leima, 1 found ironbedsteads,
a most acceptable discovery.in a hot climate;
and the supper table was both neatly laid out,
and well provided. : The miseries of an Anda­
lusian Venta ,were yet in reserve. , Between
Vittoria and Madrid, the traveller has little
cause of complaint; 1 always found a cIean bed,
and something upon the table, oí which it was

___possible to make .a tolerable IDeal. There is
onl~ one part oí the arrangement defective: '"in
place of supping ~wli:enlJthe3 diligence -aftri~es, Ge eran
there . is generall~ an inter\~al oí ,two .'hours,
which IDight be spent in sleep; :if the arrange-
rnents were better. In all the posadas upon
this road. . the ., traveller pays for dinner and
supper whether he partakes of them ,01' not:
this is what the Spaniardscal1 indemnificacion,
which .is charged at two-thirds of the price of
the meal, . This indemnificatiori 1 think perfectly
fair ; were it otherwise, the traveller could find
nothing upon his arrival; for upon a road where
there are no travellers, tbe innkeeperdare not
trust to the appetites, or will, of those who
arrive by. .the diligence; because if bis mea}
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should be rejected, he could 'find ' no other
market for it. '

The' country to the south of Lerma is a
desert ;".indeed it is nothing better than a desert .
thatstretches between the Ebro and the Duoro.
1 passed this .latter river 'at Aranda; a .small,
wretched .place, full of misery and rags; and
afterwards traversedextensive woods of chestnut
and ilex, which stretch three 01' four leagues to
the .foot of a " l ~w 'sierra, which is thenatural
boundary between Oldand New Castile. Soon
after entering this sierra, 1 passed through the
niost miserable village that 1 have seen' in ' allY
part or,Spain : ' j t is quite impossible for one . . ,

. P t: Mnr'l (:Jnr;:¡l p a Alh :lmh I Generajf),vho nas never '.semi' tlle ver )!: lowest of (tlte . 1
I

Spanish poor, toforni l ne smallest conceptionof
JUnTJ\ nI ~He general · appearance of the inhabitants of

this . village . .: 1 saw between two and three
hundred persons ; and among fhese, there was 1,.

not one, whose rags half covered his nakedness.
Men and women were like bundles of ill-assorted
shredsand patches 'oí ahundred hu es and sizes ;
and as for the children, 1 saw several entirely
naked, and maJ:.lY that might as well have been
without their tattered coverings, ' 1 threw a few
biscuits among the children ; and the eager-
ness with 'which they fought for, and devoured
them, reminded me rather of >,oung 'yolves than
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of human beings. The badness ofthe pavement,
and \ the steepness of the street, made it neces­
sary . for the o' diligence to o go slowly; and 1
profited by the delay to look into one or two
oí the ' miserable -abodes o of these unfortunate
beings. . 1 found a perfect unison between the
dweller and his dwelling: 1 could not see one
articlé of .furniture ; no table, no chair: a few
large stones suppliéd the place of the latter;
for the former there was no occasion ; and

. . ~ .

something resémblirig a mattress upon the mud
floor, was the bed of the family. Leaving this

.......__v...;:.;:il;:..:lage, 'I noticed · two stone pil1ars, and a
..._ w-.;..ooden pole across, indicating that the proprie-

tor possesses the oower.of life and death within G" o r':!',,'f
• ..lí u I I I C. d d.l en e:

Iiis own . domain. . l . foiget " the name .of the
gr.andee a~ whose door lies all this misery; but
if o thepower of life and death be his, and if he
cannot . make the former more tolerable, it
would behumanity to inflict the latter.

A 'short distance beyond .this village,we
passed into N ew Castile, and stopped for the
nightat a small hamletat the entrance ofthe
Somo .Sierra. 'B ere, 1 cannot refrain from 1'e­
lating ' a somewhat ludicrous incident that took
place during the night. ."The chamber in which
1 .sl~pt, was divicled from another smaller cham-
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, ber merely by a curtain; and this inner room
was occupied by a young Spaniard. We retired
to our respective beds about the same hour, and
1 was speedily fast asleep. Sorne time during
the night, 1 was awoke by loud, and most
uncommon noises; and when 1 was sufficiently
awake to be master of my senses, 1 discovered
that the noises proceeded from the adjacent
chamber; but the nature of the noise was such,
as set at defiance all conjecture as to its cause.
1 heard the stamping of feet, the clanking of
spurs, and the strokes of sorne heavy instru-
ment ¿ ,but the combatants, whoever tbey were,
fouglit in silence, for not a word was uttered. .1

:..oIIIIioo._-_:::

need scarcely say,fhat squnns so unaccountáble e p

in ooy immediate iVicinity, exciteCf my utmost
Dt curiosi ty; and stealing out of bed, 1 groped ooy

way to the door leading into the passage, that 1
might obtain a 'l ight ; this, 1 soon procured, and
returning to the scene of action, 1 found the
noises as loud and as strange as ever. 1 cau­
tiously drew aside the curtain, and a spectacle
was revealed alrnost worthy oí Don' Quixote.
There stood the Spaniard in his shirt, booted
and spurred, his cloak ~hrown ayer one arm, and
the other, dealing blows right and left with a
naked .sword. 1 " vas about to rnake a hasty

JlnT
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retreat, conceiving the unfortunate gentleman to .
be in a state of derangement, when he called
out to me to give him a Iight, and at the same
time ,ceased battle. , The explanation is this­
not being able to get off his boots, my com­
panion had lain down booted and sp urred ; ,and
as was his usual custom, he had deposited a
sword near 'his bed j he was awoke by the '
tread of several rats over his face; at least so he
asserted; and in a state .between sleeping and
waking, he had jumped from bed, grasped his
sword, seized his cloak as a buckler, andocom­
lnenced warfare. But for my own part, 1 believe
tne action of the Spaniard to have beguri in

r ' , "
sleep, and to ñave 15een thel.resiilt ot /aédream., Ge· 'erallfe
We were afte,rwards intimateI~ acquainted, and
saw each other almost every ,.day while 1
remained in ' Madrid; and we often laughed
together at the recol1ection of the Quixotic
adventure in the posada.
. We left the village where we had slept, sorne
hours before day-break. ·1 never beheld a more
refulgent moon than shone that night. .' l .'was
never . before ahle to distinguish .colours by
moonlight ; , but this night, the scene presented
almost the distinctness and variety of a SUD­

lit .landscape, with the soft and dewy mellow-
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JUnTl\ D[

ness of a tenderer light. The scenery of the
Somo-Sierra is .rocky, wild and dreary; robbers
are occasionally seen here; and the .diligence
had taken .two'additional guards from the last
village, Befare day-break we had passed the
Sierra, and we then entered upon the wide arid
desert, in the centre,ofwhich stands the capital .
of Spainv jáswe approached Madrid, we passed
long trains of mules, laden with cut straw for
the .use of the mules in the .metropolis ; and we
also passed sorne trains laden with bales of ~
goods; every mule having a :carabine sIung by ;

its side . . . . ;i
.......--Fro~ the Somo-SIerra to th~gates ,of MadrId'G' I ' ~ ~

. "ni Plpntr:t /.i.-j la · namora y enera IIE !a disfánce of nearl~ tfú rty l1es, tliere lS not a,
t ree to beseen: not a garaen; not one country
house ; .scarcely an isolated farm-honse 01' cot-
tage,and only three 01' four very inconsiderable
villages. Great par! of the land is uncultivated,
and that part of it which is laboured, andwhich
produces grain, is mostly covered with weeds
and stones. In the midstof this desert stands
Madrid, which is not visible until you approach
within less than two Ieagues of the gate. : Its
appearance from this sirle is not striking: ·the
city seerns smaU; and although we may count
upwards of 50 spires and towers, noneof these
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are so elevated or imposing, as to awaken 'cú- .
riosity. like that which :is felt ·when we .ñrst
discoverthe towers ofsome of the temples.dedi­
catedto religion,.in others of the Spanish cities,
.I f the traveller turned his back upon Madrid
when '~ithin ·' half a rnile of the gates, he -migh t
.still believe.: himself to be a hundred .miles
fromany habitation : .the road stretches .away,
speckled -only by a few mules; there are-no
carriages; no.horsemen ; scarcely even a pedes:"
trian: there is, in fact, not one signof vicinity
to 'a great city,

1 entered Madrid about mid-day, and after a
very: 'slight examination of luggage at the ·cus:"
tom-house, 1 to ók u¡9m~ ~siae1Íce al tlíe 'G:l:Z'tZ G~neratl

de Malta. '.TheÍ'e are only two "liotels in Madrid
1íhat are Habitable-s-the Cruz.-de Maltá, and the .
Fontana de Oro,~but both of these are as .far as ­
possible from being comfortable. 1 was charged
at the:Crllz de Malta, the extraordinarysum 'óf
60 reals, 128. 6d., for one room, for one day;" a
charge that.jmmediately suggested to me' the
propriety of establishing myself in,privatelodg-
ings as speedily as possible. . . .

. Before concluding-thiachapter, let me say
a single .word respecting die ' mode and con­
veníences, . andexpenses .of .t ravelling from
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Bayonne to Madrid; Thér~ are only a few
roads in Spain that áre passable for carriages,
and these oí course connect the great .towns,
These roads are, from Madrid to Baycnne.t-«
from Madrid to Sevil1e,-from Madrid to Za­
ragossa and Barcel1ona,-from Mádridto Va­
lentia,-from Madrid to Salarnanca,-ánd from
Madrid toPortugaL There are also a fewothers
from one provincial town to another j such as
from Valencia to Barcellona,-from Barcellona
to the frontier,-from. Burgos to Valladolid; and
perhaps two 01' three others. .There are .not
more than twelve 'roads in Spain passable for a

~--four-wheeled. c,arriage;1a~~ -u'pon -allaofbthese; (J
there are now qiligence~ established ;ofwhieh,
the accommodation andconveniences are nearly .
equa1. 1 confinemy remarks at present .to
,diligence travelling ; 1 .shall 'by and .by, .have
many -opportunitíes of enlarging upon the 'very
different rnodes oí .travelling in Andalusia,
Murcia, andGranada. ,1 have no hesitationin
affirming, that the .Spanish diligences are the
.best in the world .; . .theyareextremely .c.ommo­
dious, well cushioned., .and well hung, andare :
admirably contrived for the (e:xiclusion .of both

_heat and cold. Like the Freneh diligenees, they
.have .a coupé, iriall respecta as .goodas a post- .' .

nT
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chaise, and generally they have no rotonde: 'they
are drawn by seven, eight, or nine mules, ac­
cording to the nature of the road, and travel at
the rate ofseven miles an hour.The conductors
are ' remarkably .civil ; and in punctuality 'as to
the hours oí departure and arrival, and in every
arrangement that can conduce to the comfort of
the passengers, there is no room for improve­
mento When a passenger secures his seat, he
receivesa paper from the bureau, specifying the
precise. place he is to oceupy ; .and w hen he
delivers his baggage., he" is presented with a
receipt for the articles delivered, and for which
the Rroprietors are responsible. . The price of
places in the Spanishr\liligeh'6~evaries ~re1tly. Gen ral I

In sorne roads tlie fare is as low as·'in .France or
Englan<I; on others, it is more expensive than
travelling post. From Bayonne to Madrid, the
fare, including conductor and postilions, is some-
thing less than 51.; but from Madrid to Seville,
about one-fourth greater distance, the expense
is nearly double; and it may be right to men-
tion that each passenger is allowed 25 lb. weight
of baggage; for :every pound beyond this, ' he
pays one real,2!d. . These details mayappear
to sorne to be insignificant; but independently
of the .obligation that Hes upón a traveller, to
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withhold no useful information, 1 cannot hut
think that such details may occasionally .throw
sorne light upon the state of a country, For my
own part, 1 may say most truly, that the reg ú­
larity and order, 1 mightalmost say, the p.er~

fection, visible in .every department of the
.establishment of public conveyances throughout
Spain, struck me with astonishment, and may
perhaps afford sorne data by which we.. may
judge of the improvement of which Spain might
be .susceptible under more favourable circum-

____stances,

r,'
JUl1TR DI Rl1DR1UC1 ··
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CHAPTER JII.

THE traveller who arrives in Madrid from the
'north, has greatly the 'advantage over him 1who:
reaches the capital from any other point; every
thing isnewer to him.· · If one enter Spain at
Cadiz, and travel through Seville and Cordova
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to Madrid, the edge of curiosity is blunted;
much of the novelty of Spanish life is already
exhausted; and Madrid possesses comparatively
little to interest: .but travelling to the capital,
through Castile, one arrives in MadrId almost as
unlearned in the modes of Spanish life, as if the

j ourney had been performed by sea; nor is the
interest with which the traveller afterwards

sees Cardova and S~"ill~ greatly diminished,
by having previously seen Madrid. · For, al-

___-t~hough the aspect of a Spanish town,and the
módes of Spanish life are tben familiar to him,­
€ ordova, andCSeville, and the other cities of
h h " n me l a . e ·.A h- .Ia hU e eli;

t e sout , possess; an exc usive lnterest, In t e

remai~s oí' the Moorish .empira.-c-in thepecu-
iiarity oí the natural productions. around them
-. inthe climate; which exercises an important
influenceupon the habitsof the people.-c-and in

the taint of Moorish .usages, visible in all those
provinces which continued the longest time

under the dominion of the Moors~ ' With ~uri­
osity therefore.00 the tiptoe, to see the capital

of Spain. iand the . Spaniards in their capital, 1

hastened into. the streets. .

The stranger: who. walks. for .the first time

through the streets 01 Madrid, is struck with
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the sombreness of the prospeét that is 'presented

to him: this, he speedily discovers, arises from
the costume of the women• . tt is the varied

and many-coloured 'at tire 'of the ' feinále' sex,

that gives to the streets 'of other 'great cities
their air of gaiety and .líveliness.' .'N o pink, and

green, and yellow, and blue silk bonnets, 'nod '
along tbe streets .of Madrid; for the wom én

wear no bo'nnets,-' no ribbons of" more than all
the hues of tlie rainbow, chequer the pave­

ment; for the women of Madrid dó not under­

stand the use of ribbons, Only conceive 'the
sombreoess' óf a pORuiation without a bonnet or ' ....

"bb' ' " d 11 ,/ lo 1nrall, . ,' 'hl " '1': ' o.ata n 00, an a, or near y' a , In ~c1\.. ye ·'
s üch ' is the pop'ulation oí M~drid. "Evéry
woman.ID Spain wears a mantilla, which varies
in qualityand expense, wiih,the station oí th~

wearer : and, for ' the benefít of those who,
though they may have heard of á mantilla, hav é
ah imperfectideaof ~hatit is,I 'shall describe ,'
it, ' A mantilla, 'ls a:scarf thrown over the h éad
and. shoulders ,' behind,' and .át thé·:sides, "it
descends -n éarly to thé · waist ; 'and 'falling in
front over '3;" very high comb, is gathered, ánd

,. fastened, generally by something órnáment ál, ,
F2 '
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just aboye the forehead, at the lower part of
: the hair. ' .Of old; there .was.a veil attached to
' the .fore-part oí the mantilla, which wasused .
or thrown back, according to the fancy of the

·wearer ; but veils are now rarely seen in Sp~in,

excepting at mass. Of the rank and means .of
a Spanish woman, somethingrnay be 'gathered

.from the mantilla, though this cannot be consi­
dered .any · certain crit~rion, since · Spanish
women will make . extraordinary sacrifices for
thesakeof dress. Yet there are three distinct

~---
graaes of ,th~ mantilla : the Iady .in the upper

~-ranks óf life, and most of those in the middle
ranks weartlie 'lace matitilla '· toIÍleof blorfcr- l1ene ah E
, " , ' .

sorne of .Englisli net, worKed, in ,Spain; and
· tliese :vary -in price, from 41•.or 51. to 2q1. . The
Bourgeoises generally wear_the . mantilla, .part
lace and partsilk; the lace in front, and the
silk .behind, with .lace trimmings ;. and the

· IO'Yer orders wear a mantilla wholly of silk, or
of silk, trimmed with velvet, Spain is theonly

country in Europe in .which. a ,national i.dress

extends to the upper ranks; but even in Spain
.this distinction begins to ogive ..way" : In the
streets, no one yet .ventures .to appear without
the mantilla; but French hats are frequentIy
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seen 'in carriages 'and in the theatre; and the '
black .silk gown, once as indispensible as . the ,

mantilla, sometimes gives place to silks of other
colours ; and even a French 01' English printed
muslin, may occasionally be seen on the Prado.
, ;Hui although the sombre.dress of the women,

and the consequent absence of bright colours,
seemed at first to give a gloomy cast to the .ex­
terior ofthe population of Madrid, a little closer '
observance 'of it disclosed a variety and .píe- '
turesqueness not to be ' found in any other of

the European countries. The dress of the

women, although sombre; bears in the eye of a
~--·s"':"tranger a character of both novelty and grace. ,-

" . . I I U le a . , a In I a lJe e al/le
The roünd turned-up hat andcnmson sash:oftlie
peasant';: .the short 'green jacket and bare legs . '

and osandals of the .innumerable water-carriers, '

who call tHJH8r;/r-esee-; ·the sprinkling of the mi­

litarycostume ; and aboye all, ' the .grotesque
dresses 'of the multitudes of friars of .different

orders, gave to the scene a character of origi­
nality exclusively -its own. No featúre .in the
scene before me ,appeared more novel than the

universality of'the fan; a Spanish woman would
be quite 'as likelyto go out of doors without her

shoes, 'as without her fan. 1 saw not one female
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inthe streets without this indispensible append­
age. ' The portly dame, and her statelydaughter;
tbe latter six paces in advance, as is the uni­
versal custom throughout.Spain, walked fanning
themselves; the child of six years old. :·held
mamma with one hand, and fanned herself with
the other; the woman sitting at her stall selling
figs,sat fanning herself'; and the servant coming
from market, carried her basket withonearm,

. and fanned herself with theother. To me, who

had neverbeforeseen a fan but in th~ hands of
___ a lady, this seemed ridiculousenough.

The streets of Madrid present a totalIy dif-...-_-
ferent aspect, . @t~di1fer~,nt rhoursléof 1 ~~YndatYy Generalife
before one o'clocre, all is neady as l) have de-

JUl1TR Dr sCFibed1it; bustling andbusy, and thronged
with people of all ranks, of whom the largest
proportion a~'e always females; for the women
of Madrid spend much of their time .in the
streets, going and coming from mass; shopping
Ca never failing resource.) and going aod coming
fromthe Prado. But from one o'clock till four,

the aspect of evéry thing is changed: the shops

are. either shut, or.a curtain is drawn beforethe
door ; the shutters of every window are closed;
scarcely a respectable person is seen -in the
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stréet.; the stall-keepers vspread cloths over
their .wares, and go .10 .sleep; groups oí the
pOOl' .arid idIe are iseen stretched in the shade;
and the water-carriers. . throwing .their jackets
over their faces, make .pillows of' their water
casks, . But the siesta over, aH is again life and
bustle; the curtains arewithdrawn, the balconies
are filled with .ladies, -the sleepers shake offtheir

drowsiness, and the water-carriers resume.their "'¡WJ
vocation, .and deafen us with the cty of:~ ~

fresca. These water-carriers are a curiousrace,
and are as necessary to the Spanish peasantas......_.-
tlie 'vender.of beer is to the English labourer :

~--witn a basket and,glasos in the, right-hand;a. nd 'G .
, . .. . , d . aA a n . a v eneraí fe

a water Jaron the left shouIder, tliey: make .In- J

cessant appeals to .the appetite fOÍ" cold water,
anfl a uring the sumiller; drive a lucrative trade;
and so habituated is the Spaniard to the use oí'
cold water, that 1 haveobserved little diminu­
't ion in the .demand for it, when the morning
temperature of the airwas such as would have
.made even an Englishman shrink from 'so coro­
fortless abeverage.
. Frequently, while in Madrid, 1 walked out

. early in themorriing, that 1 might hear the de:"
lightful music that accompanies the morning
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service in the Convento de las Salesas ; and then
the streets wore a different appearance.s--flocks :
of .goats were bevouacked here ..and there to .
supplymilkto those who cannot afford to ?uy
cows' milk. Porters, ,vater-carriers, .· stall­
keepers, and market people, weremaking a
breakfast oí. grapes and bread; ando here .and :
there a friar might be seen, with his sack slung
over his back, begging supplies for his convent..
One morning, I had the curiosity to followa
young friar of the Franciscan order the whole ,

__" length: of'.the Calle de .Montera; he asked up-
~__~__iVards of forty persons .for .alms, and entered

every sliop, and OJ;lIy; two persons listened to his
pe'tition,-oneof tliese ¡was an old lam~ beggar,

JUl1T1\ DI Rsitting¡ ata door, who put half a q uarto into his
hand; .the other was an old gentleman with a
cocked hat, and certain other insignia of holding
sorne government employrnent.

In lny first perambulation of the .streets of
Madrid, l . remarked, with astonishment, the

, :

extraordinary number of shops appropriated to
the sale of combs. Throughout Spain, but
especially in Madrid, the comb is an indispens­
-ible and important part of every woman's

dress, and a never failing accompanimentof
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the ' mant illa. . A fashionable Spanish comb is
not less than a foot long; and eight or nine
inches broad; and .no woman considers from f.r--;--~~-''''

nine to fifteen dollars (from 2l. ·to" 3t.) too much l " -::'f!~:~ 'f '/ '
to give for this appe~dage; .accordiñgly~ every ".lf~f~ ~' :
tenth shop, at least.js a comb 'shop. , , AnotherJl)J.~ ( , ,
verynumerous class of shops appeared to belong
to booksellers j and a third-shops filled with
remnants and shreds of cloth of allkindsand
colours, which partly aecounts for the patched
appearance of the garments of the lowest orders,
who doubtlessfind in these 'rep'ositories' the

---- means of repairing their worn-out clothes, l '
had one day¡ the, curiosity;'[ to walk l~isurely ,

. . ' . . u a e a ora -:G
through two of the princip,al commercial streets,

I and to take a note of the différent shops they
containeü: , In the Calle de Carretas" 1 found
sixteen booksellers, ten venders of combs, three
jewellers, two hardware shops, two gold and
silver embroiderers, two chocolate shops, two
fan shops, six drapers and silk mercers, one
woollendraper, one hattervone perfumer, one
fruit érer, one print shop, one wineehop, and
one stoeking shop. In the · Calle ' de ·Montera,
1 found eight drapers and silk-mercers, I eight
jewellers, five hardware shops,' four watch-
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. makers, . three china andcrystal .shops, three
grocers, five embroiderers, three booksellers,
three perfumers, three pawnbrokers, three choco­
late shops, two fan shops, four comb shops, four
provision shops, two money changers, two ven­
ders of ornaments for churches, two glove shops,
two shoemakers, twogunsmiths, three venders
of cocks and hens, and two of singing birds.

Walking through the streets of Madrid, you
are one moment arrested by a pleasant smell,
and the next stunned by .abad one; among
the former, is the fragrant perfume from the

--c~i-nnamon to be, mixed with the chocolate: at
.......--tlle door of eve~ chocolate shoE, a person is to _

. . , . n . 1 u c:::l p
be seen beatlng cmnamon ln (a arge mortar.
~nother pleasant smell arises from the heaps of
meleosl that líe on the streets. This custom,
by-the-by, of heaping fruiton the street, re-
quires that one unaccustomed to the streets of
Madrid should look well to his feet,-melons,
oranges, apples, and many otherkinds of fruit,
lie every where in the ,vay of the passenger,
who is in constant dangerofbeing toppled overo
Among the bad smells that assail one, the most
.common, and to me the most offensive, is the
smell of oil in preparation for cooking. The

pa
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1~

Spanishoil is unpleasant both to the taste and

smell ; but 1 have heard well-informed persons
say that the fault does not lie in tbe oil,but in

the manner ofexpressing it; this .may. ·proba­
bly be true,-the .oil of Cataluniais as unpleas­
ant as that of Andalusia, and yet the olives oí
Catalunia .grow in a latitude little different from
themost southerly parts of Franee, from which
the most excellent oil is produced. As Ihave
mentioned offensive smells, Iet me not omit
one offensive sight,-I anude to the constant

practice of combing and 'cleaning the hair in the

~---street. : in most of .the less frequented streets,

persons" are seen at every second or third door
intent upon this emp'loyIfiertt ;'. áhd s·otIÍetimes Gene al fe
theoccupatioñ incluaes a scrutiny, at tHe nature
of ;wliicHthe reader must be eontented to guess;

and even in the most frequented streets, if two
women be seated at fruit-stalls near each other,

one is generally en~age~ in eombing, assorting,
and occasionally scrutinizing the hair of the
other, Sights like these neutralize, in sorne
degree, the enjoyment which a stranger might
otherwise find in the delicious flavour of M us­
eatel grapes.

1 was prepared to find much more wretched-
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ness and poverty among the lower orders in
.Madrid, than i~ apparent-e-I mightperhaps say, '
than exists 'the~e. There is mueh misery iri ·
Madrid, but it .Iiesarnong a different class, :of
whom 1 sh8.11 have occasion to speak after­
wards : at present, 1 speak merely of the lowest
class of the 'inhabitants, 'among whom, ,in:every'
greatcity; there is always a certain proportíon

of miserably poor. 1 purposely walked several

times into the lowest quarters of the city, but 1
never encountered .any suchpictures of poverty

~_and wretchédness' as areto be found abundantly
iñ ~aris,·London',Dublin, ' Manchester, ' and '

other great- towns of France and England.'
G! Wh h '1.: · ' O .J :.f . a MP aa"d afj IT D a~ .va en t, e . Klng Sarr.rv,eu In a r-l ~om .La .

Gra,ya, there were at least 10,000. persons ..
present at his entrée ; and uponthe occasion ofthe .
queen's accouchement, there were three titiles ' ,
that number in the court of the palace; .and yet
1 did not seea single"person ' in rags-scarcely
even a ' beggar. It .is possible, ' however, that

a cloak may coneeal much wretchediiess ;' and
oí this 1 had one day 'an example. Sauntering

one morning in the retired part oí the Prado, in

front of the botanical garden, 1 sat down upon

the low wall that supports the iron ' l'ailing : a

era . e
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roan, with a decent cloak wrapped around him,
sat a few paces distant, seemingly in a .reverie ;
he happened to have taken his seat upon sorne
prohibited place, and one 'oí .the guards, un­
perceived by him, walked forward, and .tapped
him on the shoulder with bis musket: whether
the sudden start which this intrusion occa­
sioned had unfastened the cloak, or whetherhe
hadaccidentalIy Jet go his hold of it, is of
no consequence; .but the cloak dropped halfoff

. his body, and 1 discovered that it was his only
~_ garm,..ent, ·excepting his neckcloth : the'man was
.... 0_0 beggar; he .hastily .replaced the .cloak. .and

walkéd away;. eHe was, prob~bly; one -o~ . t~at G~[1e a fe
class wbo, in Maniia, sac¡:ific~ all to the .ex-
terior ;( Of, possibly, one of those very few Cas-
tilians, .who .yet inherit old Castilian pride,and
who would die rather thanask an alms,
; B ut it is not difficult to assign ..plausible

reasons .for the fact, tbat the utterlydestitute
form . hut a ve~y trifling proportion oí the in-

.habitants . oí Madrid. Madrid, .lives by ..the
court; .it ~s said that the employeés; including all
grades, ana the military, form one fourth part of
the whole ~ inhabitants. . 'I'heprofessional .per­
sons, .especially those conneeted with the law,

unT

1:
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form a large body ; the friars and priests, a still
larger, In Madrid, too, are assembled the
greater number of the nobles and rich pro­
prietors; so that more than one half of the
inhabitants live upon their salaries and rents.
We have then to consider the great number
of tradespeople, artificers, and shopkeepers re­
quired to suppIy the wants of the former classes;
add to these, the common labourers, servants,
market people, itinerant venders, porters, water
carriers,fruiterers, and the seminaries, hos­
pitals, and prisons; and ir, as is said to be the

....---case, the employée's, the military, the profes- ,
sionál men, and aH tlieir families, togeilief>withG. nerat e
priests and friars, amount to 80,000 persoils, we

nI may¡ easily account forthe óther 80,000; without
the necessity ·.of filling up a ' blankwith the
utterly destitute. . Indeed, .the lowest orders in
Madrid, are the water-carriers and fruiterers ;
and these are not a fíxed population; many
belong to the neighbouring vil1ages, and tothe
fruit countries bordering on the Tagus; andin
the winter months, these leave the capital, ,Theré'
is always a resource for the most destitute in
Madrid, in the trade of a water-carrier: he:

weaves a Iittlebaskat of rushes ; pays a couple
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oí reals for a couple oí glasses, andhe is at once
equipped as a vender of aqua fresca. Madrid
has nomanufacture, so that labour is not at­
tracted to the capital', .tobe afterwards subjeet
to the vicissitudes oí trade; nor is there any
spirit of enterprise, whose capricea ·demand a
constant supplyof superabundant labour. These
may,or m:ay not, be deemed suffieient reasons
for the faet 1 have wished to account for,-" the
reader may probably be able to add others. The
faet, however, is certain, that in no city of

.-__ .Eu~ope ~anking with Madrid, is there so litt~e

...-__·aEparent wretchedness. .
Th ére is -lessr appearance oí, business ' in the

streets of Madrid, .t~an in any eit~ }. liavé eve;
I seen: t~e ·population seem too have .turned .out

to enjoy themselves. . Two things contribute
mainly to give that air of ease and pleasure to
the pursuits of the inhabitants oí- Madrid ; the
great proportion of women of whom the street­
pop úlation is composed.i--end the extreme
slowness oí movement. Thewom'en ~fMadrid
.have mothing to detain them: at home ; the
ladieshave no heme occupations as:in' London;
nor have the majorityofthe·bourgeoises any shop
duties to perform as in Paris,-the street -is,

a
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therefore, their only resource from ennui. And
there is .something in extrem~ slowness .of
motion, that is entirely opposed to business and
duties,-a quick step, and a necessary one, are
closely aHied; but the street population of
Madrid, with few exceptions, merely saunter;
and wherever yau reach an open space, especially
the Puerta del Sol,-a small square in the centre
of the city,-hundreds of gentlemen are seen
standing, with no other occupation than shaking
the dust from their segars. The great numbers of
military too, strolling arm in arm, and, aboye all,

~__ ~the innumerable priests and monks, with whom

we at once cónnect idleness and ease, giv.e to thé>
. ~

street populati óu of Mad vid,an appearance of
¡pleasure :seeking, which is .peculiar ' to itself,

and ~~ . perhapslittle removed from truth. ..
On ~u.n~ay,~adri~presentsthe same aspect

as on other days, with this difference, that the
shops and the streets are more crowded ; and
that the lower classes, and the bourgeoises, are

better attired. On Sundayevening, the houses

are deserted; the whole population of Ma~rid

pours down the Calle de Alcala, to the ;Prado.

Every Sunday afternoon, from four o'clock until
six or seven, this street, nearly a mile inleugth,
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and, at least, twice as broad as Portland Place,

is crowded from end to end, and fromwall to

\,' , wall, so that a carriage finds 'sorne difficulty in
l
\' ' making itsway.Among ' this crowd,' 1 have

often looked in vain, to find an 'ill ..dressed pero.

son; 'but this exterior is no real index .10 the

condition of those who throng the Prado. 1
have reason to know, ·that .hundreds, who by
their 'dress might pass for courtiersvhave dined
upon bread and a bunch of grapes, and go from

the Paseo to hide thernselves in 'á. garret ; and

, females have been pointed out to me, whose
,;t mantilla, comb, and fan could not have icost
/; less iban 101?, wli& 'w'en ;estat.ving·éhpbú: rw t'penLGenera!ife

"sion of 2,500 rears ~25~.~.A DE e -- ,
I1T1\ DI R"lAsil have mentioned the Calle de AlcaIa, 'let '

me speak of tbis street as it deserves to be

spoken of. 1 know of no finer entry to any city;
1 might perbaps say, no' one so fine, as thatto

Madrid by the Calle deAlcala. Standingatthe
foot of 'this street, youhave on the right and left
the 'long, 'wide Prado, with its quadruple row of
trees stretching in fine perspective to the .gates
that terminate it; behind is the magnificent gate

of Álcala, a fine inodel of architectural beauty;

and .before Hes the Calle ,de Alcala, reaching into
VOL. l. G



82 '.SPAIN IN 1830.

, the 'heart.of the city,-long, .of superb width,
andflanked 'by a .splendid .range. oí. unequal
buildingse->among others the hotels of many of
the ambassadors; the -two fine-convents of Las
Calatraoas; and Las Ballecas; .and the Custom­
house. ..But.the Calle de Alcalá i~ the only really

finestreet in Madrid; manyofthe 'other streets
are r good, éang very manyrespectable.of toler­
able width, and the,houses lofty and wellbuilt;
but .there,is no magnificent 'street , excepting the

~_'_Cane de.Alcala. Like'a~lthe other.cities inSpain,
the :streets, abstracted .froln the :popul~tion~: have
'3; sombre aspect, owing to the number of con- . I

vents,.whose 1~ng'reQclVhf.J~1I1~ratea 'YillQows,Genera lite :

and lack of doors, tlirow 'a cliil1 over ·t lle mind of
11\ [R tHe passer by.. ,·T he.re ,areno 'f~wer'th~~.· si~ty~

two .convents -for men -and women in ..Madrid;
and ,it frequ.ently~ happens. thatrone -side.of' .a
whole street isoccupied bya convent: fin the
Calle de Atocha there are .no-rewe~ than -eight
convents; and 'some -of thestreets on the.out-

o .' . , ~ • • • , ' . .. _ _ .

'skirts, contain scarcelyany houses. vbut those
dedicated to religion.

. Walking one day in company witha.priest,
-a,very intelligent and learned .manvofwhose
society-I was always glad,-' 1chanced toobserve
the inscription upon the corner of one of -t he
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streets, .and .read ,Calle de la Jnquisicicij1 ; my
curiosity was .immediately .awakened ; Ihad
intended .before -leaving .Madrid, Jo have .sought
out.the spotmemorable frQID the.atrocities with­

which it is .connec.t~~l; .andthis ~~ccide~t~l .1;f¿n :

centre saved -me thetroubleof .a .search, Jim";
mediately iexpressed -.my .anxiety jo ' .~.~,e Jfl.'3
buildingv vand oto .enter .it .if possible ; .and
requested .my.companion-to have ..the goodnes~

to .berny Cicerone; .but ,1 found that .the terrors
oí .the .I nquisition had outlived .its power ,; roy.
coroRanio~ assured me.there .was nothing to see;
the ouilding· .~.he 'believed wasshut.up, and' n,o
one 'coula ·enter.; I..indeeq .líe d óiíbted if,rlíe . ,per~

fectly .knew.wllefé the :Huiltling wassituated. :.1
1 saw the .diffic.:ulty of.the .priest ; -there.might. be

danger in .guiding .a heretícto the precincts of

the holy offíce ;':.and .so, requesting ¡ him towait
forme, -I , '~v:~p.t,.i,l) search of.the building. .Lhad
nodiffículty inJ~º~iJ;lgjt, but therewas little .to .
reward ! ;my:.aearch ; '. it .was: the ,:buildjpg in
which prisoners were confined, .but; notothat .i n
whjch ,~4ey .were judged ..and tortured. i This
wasinan immediatelyadjoining street, forinerly
called Jhe street,of theGrand Inquisitor; whose
house, including all the offices of the court; fil1s

G2

",



84 -SPAIN IN 1830.

almostone side of the street. . It seerns at first
sight surprising, -that the Inquisition, like the
Bastile, was not torn -down during the time of
the"Constitutlon ; but the prime movers, and
even the instruments in .that revolution, were
of the upper ranks; - and it is a certain fact;
that many among the Pueblo -B qjo look even now
without any horror, sorne with veneration, upon

the building once dedicated to the rnaintenance

of the Roman Catholic faith. -The _building
___- u_sed -as the prisonof the Inquisition, _was con­

structed aboye irnmense vaults, originally formed
. by the Moors; and afterwards .conver ted .into
dungeons. - 1 re~uested ~r~ission to ~isit tbe1n, eene Ij
but 1 was tola that tlie air ili die dungeons was

sucH as1to render a visit to -tbem unsafe.
.From -the prisons 1 went to the 'other branch

of the Inquisition in the adjoining street, . A

partof the house of the Grand Inquisitor is in a
dilapidated :state, but other parts are inhabited
by prívate individuals, The porter, notwith­

standing a liberal bribe, -made much difficulty

in allowingrne to enter,but 1 at last prevailed

with .him, and he conducted me to the room
formerly used as the hall of justice, 'or rather ¿f
judgment; and although 1 -saw nothing but a
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long gloomy. room' without "one. article of' fur-.
niture, itrequired but Iittle exereise of imagina­
tien-to see, in fancy, the .Inquisitors and their
satellites, the trembling accused,:andthe instru- '
ments of. torture. ' It appears incredible, that
any othersthan those towhom ' its -existence .
would bring power or wealtb, .should desire the
re-establishment of the Inquisition; and ·yet, .I .
feel rnyself j ustified in' believing, that ,many
would look upon' its restoration with ·com·
plaeeney; and that the great majority .oí the '
lower orders would behold this with perfeet

~__i;;;.:..ndifferenee~' Ifso, they deserve tobe cursed .

! with it... P.C. Monu.rTJenral de la ~'hambra y Generalife
a The dirtin éss anawant o~comfort 'ln tHe Cruz ' .

de' M alta, ·would have driven me into privateL .

Iodgings, even if the .eharges in the hotelhad
been supportable; I hastened therefore to de­
liver my lettérs, ·that 1 might be aided in :my
search by those to whom 1 earried reeommenda­
tions '; and by 'the kind assistance of Sr..Mozo,
one of the Conséjeros del Rey,. 1 was soon es­
tablished in comfortable apartments in the Calle
de la .Madalena, 1t may be.interesting to sorne,
to 'know the nature and .priee of private aceotn- '"
modation in Madrid. Myapartments were on
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the second floor; (in Madrid every floor is a
sepárate house, excepting am óng the ve'ty
higheét' .ranks) ánd consisted of orie very larga'
room{40feet long; by 22bróad, with .two.very
large windows facing the street ; ,a sniall bed­
room; separ áted from this large room by a glass
door; and ánother small room, beyond thebed­
room; tohe employed as an eating room. These
r óoms were briók-floored, as' 'évery 'room is. .in
the northern and. 'central parts of Bpainj and

___- t__he' walls white-washed.. 'The' apartments were
.......--futnished ·with. basket-ehairs .and Bofas, ti bed,
"'--a:tid two or three tables;..and fór this accommo-

dation, including servic~ and cooKing, . [ rpaic0 ne allt
20reals per aáy; or 11. 9s. '.2a~ per weeK. ' .This
,vas 'certainly 'not "reiriarkably "cheap ;btit the
~ituaHón was good; : and the rooms were .cl éan
and :'airy.
. B éing thus established 'in Iodgings, 'my 'first
düty was to find the hoteloí theBri tish rninis­
tef, 'and 'to present to him 'roy letterof intro- ,
ductión fr órn Lord ·Aberdeetí; . and .I .gladly
avail fnysélf of'this 'opport únity ·to 'express .my
obligati óns 'tó ~· Henry Uríwin .Addington, :.Esq. ;
not '~ íilY fór .his '·únifdrm;·kindñess and.attention
While'~ie 'reíiHiiííé'd in .Madrid; 'and forthé óften
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repeated hospitalities ofhis house ;' but for. his
readiness tooassist me jn whatever way the
representative of the British .Government could
make his interest available in forwarding my
objects. · For sorne lesser favours, 1 am .also
Mr.Addington's debtor ;: amongothers, the
privilegs 'of perusing the English newspapers,
no small privilege ina country where the only
journal is the Gaceta de, Madríd. >'Walking one

day towardsmy Iodgings, with a file of Couriers
inmy hand, 1 noticed that.Lwas followed,and
narrowly ,scrutinized by sorne 'persons in au­

.......__thorit~; but they, nodoubt.-became inforrned

whére 1 'procúred ihis, forbidd~n frl;li~, ~n4 tGene ah e
never sufferea 'any fartñer'interruRtion.":· ..' . ' : .

.mhe day .after my arrival in: Madrid was Sun-
day, and having finished my puchero, and
drank a: ,teasonable' quantity of 'Va/ de Peñas,
1 . prepared to ojoin thefide that .was slowly
rollingtowards 'the Prado. ' '

Every , Spaniard is proud of .the Prado at
Madrid'; 'arid but for the Prado, the .inhabitants
of Madrid would .Iook upon Iife as a ':thing .of
very littlevalue ; every ' body goesevery .night
to ·the 'P rado ; eve'ry body-man, woman, .and
child-s-looks forward to the evening promenade
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with pleasure.and impatience j everybody asks .
e~ery body th~ same question, shall you be on .
thePaseoto night? how did you like the Paseo
last night 1 every night, at the same hour, the
dragoons take their place ' along the ~ Prado.ito
regulate the order and line ofcarriages: and

the only difference .between Sunday ~ night and
a,ny :other night ~n the Prado .is, that on Sun­
day it 'is frequented ..'by those 'who can afford,'

to dress .on1y once 'a week, as well as by those

who can idress everyiday. . It was.impos~ible

___ t~at 1 could .permit . the' first Sunday to pass
___ ~á.way without .seeing. the Prado;' accordingly,

accolllpaniedPoy á i caloné} inl tlie 'Spañishl se!~ Genpr2 fife

vice, whose 'name~ ror certain .reason~, r refrain

'NI n from mentioning, 1 took the road to the Prado. .
The Prado, divested of its living attraction,

is .certainly .. not entitled to . the extravagant
praises bestowed upon ..it by the Spaniards:
it is a fine spacious .paseo, at least two miles
long, and from 200 .-to 300 yards broad, adomed .
withrows of'.trees, and withseveral fountains;

the .frequented .part, however, is not more than

half a . mile .in .length, .and has scarcely any
shade. .But .the Prado, although in itself 110t

possessing the-natural attractions of · th~t 0[,
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Vienna, or perhaps of sorne others, is an admir­

able resort for a stranger who is .desirous of
seeing the population of Madrid: When .1
reaehed it, it .seem éd already crowded, though

a dense stream 'of population was still pouring
into it from the Calle de Alcalá. . Oh the 'part

appropriated to .carriages, .ther é was already a

double row of vehieles; bespeaking, by. their
slow motion, the stateIiness of character said to
belong to the Spanish aristoeracy.. The 'turn-out
of carriages presented' á strange melange 'ofele­

ganee and shabbiness ; sorne fewwere as hand-.....a._-
sorne as can be seen in Hyde Park ; soine-' truly......_-
~panish,~w~re .~p.tirél~ coy.~~d~orJ~wi.~h gil~- General fe
lng' and paln.tIng; .many¡ were hke w:orn-9ut .post
,chaises ; and several likefhe old family pieces
tbat are yet sometimes to .be seen at the church

door on Sunday; ' in sorne remete parishes in

England. I observed the moSto ludicrous .in­
congruity between the carriages and the ser­
vants ;.- many a respectable, arid even' handsome

carriag~ might be seen with a s.érvant . be~ind,

like sorne street vagabond whó.. seeing a vaéant
place; h,ad mounted for tbe sake of a 'drive. · 1
actually saw a toIerabIy neat carriage driven
by a coachman wilhout stockings ; and another
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with a rheumatic lacquey behind, whose head
wasenveloped in flannel. But let me turn to
the pedeatrians. '
. The Paseo was crowded fromend to end;and

.from side 'to side;. so crowded, indeed, that 'by
,mixing with thetide, it was impossible oto'see
more 'than one's next neighbour ; ,and that 1
'might. better observe the elements of the crowd,
T contrived, with sorne diffículty, to extricate
myself from the stream, and get -into the car~

riage drive. Beforevisiting Spain, 1 hadheard
"'Inuch of the beauty of Spanish women.i--their......._--
,graceful ñgures.e--theirbewitching-eyes~-" their

~---....;

fas'cinating expression,,-' in 'short;ltlieir·personale
attractions íWhether.,owingtotherepl~esentations
.of travellers~ ór .the unreal descriptions ofpoets,
or the romancawith -which, '.:in ' the: minds of
,many ,.,every 'thiug in ·Spairi. is .invested.i-;it -is
,cértain; thata .belief in thewitchery ofSpanish
-women obtains very general .credenceín Eng-

, Iand. .With curiosity, 'therefore, considerably

.excited. T took upa .station to decide upon 'the

.claims of'the ladies of Spain. : In my expecta­

, tions . óf beauty 1 'was ' miserably disappointed,

.beautyof.features 1- saw none, Neitheratthat
,time, nor -at any.subsequent visitto thePrado,
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did 1 ever see one .strikingly lovely countenance ;

and the class so wellknowniu England, because
sonumerous, denominated" pretty girls," has no
existence in Spain. . 'I'he women were. .without
exception, dark,-but the darknessof .the .clear
brunette; is 'darkness 'of a ',very 'different .kind
from lhat of the Castilian. . 1.sawno fineskin,
noglossyhair : dark expressive eyes 1 certainly
did sea, but theywere generally tooill supported
to 'produce .'much effect, ··,But let medo justice
'to the grace 'oí the Spanish women. No:other

......... w_· oman knows how to walk,--. the elegant, light,
and yeffirin step of the small and well attired....---
foot .and ancle,-, ~heugrace~ul bearing of the
head and neck,~the ·elegant di~~gsl1io~nmrthe Generallfe

r 1\ arros, never .to be seen hanging. downward, but
one liana holding the folds of the mantilla, just
helow the waist ; the other inclining .upward,

wielding, with an .effect the most .miraculous,
that mysterious instrument, the fan,-' these are
the charms of -the Spanish women. : . 'As .for
the fan, its powers areno where seen ,displayed .
to suchadvantage as' on the Prado" T believe
:l 'shnll 'never be able to look at a farrjn the
.hands of any other than a Spanish woman,­
certainly -no other woman . understands ..the
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management of it, ' In her bandsit is neverone
moment át rést,-she throws it open, fans' her-'
self, furls it to the right.c--opens it again, again
fans ' herself, and furls it to the left, and all with '
three fingers ofone' hand. : This is absolutely
marvellous to one who has 'been acctistomed to .'

see a ' fan opened with both hands, and furled '
. only on one side. - But that' 1 may at once ,

exhaust the subject of fans," let me add, that' in '

the hands oí its true mistress, the fan becomes
a substitute for .Ianguage, and an 'interpréter oí
et jquette.' : If a' lady' 'perceives that she is 'an '
ooject : of attention to sorne inquisitive and

aamiring caballero, she :has iplmetliate Lrecour~e r-e
. to her fan, :that she may'convey; to 'Him one most

J\imnovtant piece of information. , If she be
riiarried; .she fans herself slówly; ' if still seño­
rita; rapidly". ' The caballero, thérefore,:at once
ascertains his chances .and hisrisks. ' This -ract
1 obtained from a . Spanish . lady of rank in
Madrid, the wife ofagentleman in a highoffi­
cial ' .situation. The motion of' the fan too,

marks' distinctly, and with the utmost nicety,

the degree of intimacy thatsubsists between one

ladyand another: The shake of the fan is the
universalacknowledgment of acquaintancejand

a
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. according .as the fati ·is open or shut, the inti­
macy is great or small. .These are trifling things,
yet they are .worth .telling, .. But let me return
to the Prado, where, having decided upon .the
claims of the -Castilian ladies, 1 had Ieisure to
observe its other novelties. ·R ere 1 saw little '
of the sombreness 1 had remarked on the streets;

.for many of the Iadieawore white mantillas;
and in the evening, coloured rather than black
gowns arefhe mode. .. The very great number,
too, of officers ·of the guards, with their high

---c-o~cked hats, and coats entirely covered. with
silver lace, gav:e additional animation ,.to .the
scene. Other .picture~J o~ al Idiffér ént kind .they llenera Ite
eye occasionaUy .caugnli,-Here ánd . ,tlIere . a
porUy pr-iest, with his ample gown and great
slouched hat, mingling in the throng, arid 'evi-
dently enjoying the scene and itsgaiety,-
aloof from the crowd, and in the most retired
walks, withhurried step and downcast head, a
friar, in his grey, brown 01' .white cassock,-
now and then .a tall Andalusian peasant, with
his tapering hat, .his velvetand silver embroi-
dered jacket and ·crimson sash, .his unbuttoned
gaiters and .white stockings,-the Asturian
nurse, with her short brown jerkin, petticoatof
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blue and yellow, .trimmed with gold, and , p.a.r~ '

head'. ' Jt .is .always .a rmark of a .woman's ·P.9.P:~

sequenee .in .Madrid to .hire an 'As.turi.~n J1J.lrS.e.;;:

theyrare .sú pp ósed tobernodels of :4e.~Ith .and:
strength, and certainly if .breadth .of figure :Q~

the .criterionvof these; 'the .ladies of"M.~dri~

makera .prudent vchoice.. : .1 never .saw -such .
women .as .the -women .ofi the .~st~ri~~. · · , In
France.swhere the women aregenerally 1Jli~c.c;·

one.ofrthemmight be.exhibited as..~ curiosity, "
,Jl1he.r.e .is one -very.nnpleasant thing ~~on!1.ect.e,d

~-.

with apromenade 'on the .Prado, whether jn..a
~--car,riage oron-foot ; .this .is. the necessityofpay-

ing ño.1iour ~to : e~erY:J)ranch3.oFJlie J~py~ll f~[J).ilieneralife
however fr.eque~tlytH~y meypass..along. ~Eve~y

carviage...muststop, .and those.withinmust take
off.theinhats.con.if.the carriage.he open stand.l.Jp
also; sind ever~y :person »on foot .is i e~pect~d :Jo
suspend.this walk, ·fac.e~abo»t, .and QOW, with
his iheaduncovered, , '~~en tbe.kíngpasses.mo
one.perhaps feels this tóbea grievance; because,
however .little irespect .the:king m,ay' inreality
he .entitled .to from .his subjects, it .. is feltjo
be ~ nothing more :than .an .act of ..common 19 QQd

breeding totake .off'one's hatto a king ; :.b.l,lt,I

.hav.edifty:times .seenall .thishomage. paid.to.a
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royalcarriage with a nurse and an infant-s-not
an infanta-o in .it ; and one evening 1 was abso­

lutely driven .from the Prado by the unceasing
trouble of beingobliged to ·acknowledge .the
royal '.presence .every .few minutes, the ;spouse
of .the -Infante ,D <:>n .Francis .having .found amuse­
ment ,in cantering-backward and forward during
an hour at Ieast. Fromthe expected.homage,no
one-isexempt.; even ·the .foreign ambassadors
must drawup, .risevand.uncover themselves. vif

buta sprig .of royalty -in the .remotest :d egree,

and:of the tenderest age, happens to drive .past,
Botli .the .British and the Amer:i~an Minister

told··~~,Jh~t. for:tliat ~e~son th~yn~v~fr;went to
the PJado.. : . , ' . D . . .J

. J:'~e .Hromenad~ .continues .long after .dark,
and on fine .moonlight nights in -the .month -of

Septembe.r, . Lhave seen it ..continued. without

':lny .: dimiJ;ll~ti~n. .jn the crowd untiliafter -ten
o'clock ;>generally, .however, -whendusk .begins
to usher in darkness, and when the greatobject
of .going .to .th e Prado -is ' 3:ccompl~~hed;-s~eing

andbeing seen-s-the crowd.thins. .tand there-is
soon noremnant .of it visible, .excepting .pairs,
01' single individuals, here and .there, .who .have

theirreasons for remaining. In Madrid,-indeed
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throughout all Spain, nobodywalks for pleasure;
. at all events no woman: and this faet is 1 think
sufficient to account for the superiority of .the
Spanish women in the art of walking, without
making it necessary for us to suppose any defi­
ciency in elegance of limb 01' symmetry oí form

among the women of other countries. .An .En~

glishwoman walks for health; she puts on .her
bonnet, and a pair oí strong shoes, and a shawI,
and walks into the country ; and the nature of
the climate creates anecessity for walking fast;

......----·there is no one to look at her, and she thinks -of

.......---nothing so little as her manner of walking : "but
~ r nn 1 e ta' a lb .. ro-a Spanish woman never walks for c:1Healtn ora

exercise; sne never goes out but togo to the
l?aseo, "and never without having paid the .most

scrupulous attention to her toilette. On the
Paseo, . she studies evcry step, because the
object of going there is to be .seen and .admired,

and the nature of the climate, -obliges her to
walk slow.

. My evening walk in Madrid was more fre­
quently to the ;Retiro than to the Prado ;",this is

a vast .and ill-Iaid out garden and shrubbery,
three 01' four miles in circumference, situated
upon an elevation behind the Prado; the en-

erCllife
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-trance to which is by the court of the old palace,
which .was destroyed during the war, . .The

Retiro possesses no particular attraction, ex­
cepting . its fresh air. .and freedom from dust,
There .are sorne elevations in.this garden, from

. which an extensive prospectis 'enj oyed ; but it
embraces little that is interesting, excepting the
city, and the skies-an objectof no small interest
toone accustorned to the dense atmosphere and

, cloudy heavens .ofanorthem latitude. . .During
the severalmonths .that 1 remained in Madrid,

1 scarcely ever saw a. cloud ; and 1 .frequently
~-

walkéd. to the Retiro for the sole purpose of........_-
. looking 'at the. glol'ious ~kYi, ¿~1!.tl the Igºrg~o l;1s Gcneraüte
sun-set: suclí skfies, are' gloriQus" even . when
the)"i canopy a .deserto From the Retiro, theeye

ranges over nothing but a desert, . bounded.on
one sidebythe Siérra Guadarama, .on the other

by.the Toledo mountains; and Madrid, standing
alone in ..the midst of .th ia treeless and lifeless
plain, seemed, when the setting sun flamed
upon its domes and spires, to have been placed
there byenchantment.

, Returning- from the Prado, or the Retiro, ' 1
frequently stepped into the Café de. Santa Cata- :
lina, the most brilliant place of the kind in
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Madrid, and generally resorted to after the
promenade, by many oí the most distiuguished
persons. 1 great1y prefer this café to any.in
Paris; to any, 'indeed, that 1 have -seen else­
where. You pass through a magnificent and
brilliantly illuminated room, where those who
love .the lightare .assembled, into an open
court,-open to the skies above, but surrounded
by the backs of lofty buildings: a covered
arcade runs round the court, dimly Iighted by .

__.;__suspended lamps, to meet the taste of those
wllo desire a certain quantity of light and no

more. But this lightscarcely reaches the
centre oí the courtr wl1ich cisdil1unünáted ónJ)Ge erar,
by the stars; ana Here,. as weH as under .the
arcade; tables and chairs are placed for those
who are indifferent about light. . AH sorts of
refreshments suited to .awarmclimate, are to
be found in this café; and rows of sweet smell-

. ing flowers in pots, add to the laxury of the
place. It may easilybe believed, that theCafé
Catalina is celebrated on other accounts than for
the excellence oí the refreshments which it fur­
nishes . . In the illuminated room, all is mirth

. and gaiety: the ladies, escaped from the mo.no­
touy, and proprieties, and etiquette of the
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Prado, give way to their natural livelinessand
wit; and accept, with smiling looks of conscious

merit, and with quick flutterings of the fan, the
proffered courtesies and gallantry of .the cabal-
.Ieros who escort them, In the court, the scene
is different: within the arcade, quieter parties
are seated, enjoying a sort of half-seclusion;
while, throughout the centre, are scattered, pairs
in conversation; and the light of a lamp, as it
occasionally flashes upon their privacy,-reveal-
ing a sparkling eye, and the flutter of a fan,­
interpret~ its nature. The use of the toledo or

__th__e bravo, to avenge private wrongs among the
uppeli ranks,Pis nowrco~parativelyJul\nKno~n i!1 Generalife
Spain; else 1: sHoulO! often llave run some risk,

l1T1\ DI RbYi strolling leisurely through the centre of the
Café Catalina, that I .might get sorne insight
into the state of Castilian morals,

There is 'a great paucity of cafés. in Madrid;
exceptin~ the Café de Santa Catalina, and an­
other, the name of which 1 forget, in the neigh­
bourhood of the Prado, there is only the F01l·
taña deOro in the Calle deSan Geronimo, But it
is not likely that there should be many coffee­
houses in a .country where there are no news-

H2
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papers. ..Both in France and in England, thé
majority of persons who frequent coffee-hous és,
go to read the newspapers ; but in Spain, no

.one enters' a coffee-roórn except , to . sipiced
water. -'Duringothe forenoon; . indeed, the doors
of"the cafés, excepting the Fontana,de Oro, aré
generally shut, and nobody .is. within. .An
Englishman, 01' a Frenchman, who is accus-

. temed to connect witha coffee-room.s-chalf-a-
dozen public jourÍlals,,~organs of intelligence
and public .opinion, upon subjects :connected
~vith his political rights, and with the state of

--nis country,-is instantly reminded on entering
S . h a: ' . onu rOnl(i=I 'd ' d ' .;] 1(3. 1°·~ Ge e aa ' .panls couee-room, o t le egra en po itióril I

condition of the country íiéis in:. and the dif­
ierence between theenjoyment and the want of
political rights, is forciblythrust upon him. : He
takes up the Gaceta de Madrid, and finds there
a royal ordinance, breathingvengeance ·against
those who desire to be restored to theirhomes
and their country; and whose prayers are for its '
happiness. He turns over the leaf, and he finds
another ordinance, declaring that the universi­
ties shall be closed, and education .suspended,
during bis Majesty's pleasurej vand ~ he then
looks for the comment upon these facts: but
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he .Jooks in vain:He,' sees that his: Majesty

and the royal family enjoy good health : that
the king has appointed:a bishop to one c áthe­

dral ;and that the bishop has,'named a canon
to another-; and that the procession of si: Rosalio
,will issue from the convent of St. i'I'homas, ' pre­

ciselyat fóuro'clock next day ; but he sees 'not

a syllable about the ordinances that deal out
inj ustice, or strangle .improvernent '; and he says .
within . himself this ' is the most wonderful

'country under the sun; for here, intellect wields
nopower.

,B efore" 'dismissing, the Paseos of 'Madrid, 1...--
.must, nótice ~h~ rBotani<;:al r9ardep ; Htpt ,ffiucfGene alife
used as a Paseo, butcer,tainiYí toe most charming ,

R0t:' them al~. , W hile 1 :'remairied in Madrid,

,vaitinguntil the heats had so far subsided as
to allowm é to journey into Andalusia, 1 gene­

rally walked there during an hour o~ two after
breakfast, having access to it at all times,
through the interest of a friendo The garden
is very extensive ; the trees are full-grown; and
~here is a charming variety oí rare andobeau­
tiful plants, The garden, although not by 'any
means neglected, is npt in such perfect arder,

. pr under such excellent .managementus it was
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during the time of the constitution: it was
then under the direction oí Sr. La Gasea,
Professor of Botany, and a Member of the
Cortes; now ~ resident in EngIand, where 1 be­
lieve his learning is appreciated as it deserves.
There is a curious and very unmeaning regu­
lation, connected with the entrée of this garden.
Every lady, on entering, must throw aside her
mantilla, and walk with the head uncovered;
she is not even allowed to drop it upon her
neck; it must be carried upon the armo This

---r~egulation isulmost an order of exclusion to
.--a Spanish woman, who corisiders theproper

arrangement~ftli~ mantilla no t~ifling_ 'or easy Genera 'f
matter, and not to De accomplishe<l without

.tlie aid lof a mirror ; it is rarely, therefore, tbat
a Spanish womansubjects herself to a regu­
lation by. which she runs :the risk of after­
wards appearing on the Paseo with her mantilla

.a,vry.

. Tbe only oécasion upon which a Spaniard
absents himself from the Paseo, is when he goes
to the theatre. The inhabitants of Madrid are .
a theatre-going population; but their propensi-

.ties that way are sadly cramped for want of

.roo~; .if, however, the theatre now erecting


