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,.each: time with ,less ,spirit, and greater 10ss." They 
. were too ' ~eficient in military scien'ce to profit by 
,their ,vast supe'riority in numbers. They ,were dis- , 
tributed into cO'mpanie's, 'it is -true, each, 'serving 
uilder its own chieftain and bannér. ,· ·,But they were 
not 'arranged 'by rank and file, and ' moved in a con­
fused ~ass" promiscuously heaped together. ' They 
knew,not how toconcentl~ate numbers . on a given 
point,or evell how to sustain 'an'assault, by employ-' 
ing' successive " detac~ments to support. and relieve 

,one another. 'A 'very sma)l partonly of their array 
'could be brought into contact ',with· an 'enemy inferior 

____ ~ to them in amount of forces~ The, remainder of tbe 
army~' inactive . ancl ' worse than useless,. in the rear, 

'se~ved only~o ?ress ' tumultuously on . the a.dvance,. Generalí~ 
'1 and ' embarrass lts movements by mere welght, of ' . 
A numbers, while, ·on the least a afm, they were seized . , . · 

TJ\DI J\ with a pani~ and threw th.ewholebody into inextri- . 
" "cable confuslon. Itwas, In short, the combat of the 

" 

ancient Greeks and Pe~sians over again. '. 
, Still, the greaf numerical superiority of tIle Indians 

might have . enabled them, at asevere ,cost of their 
, . OW~ "lives, indeed, to wear out, in time, 'ihe con~ 
" stancy of thé : Spaniards~ disabled by , wounds and 

incessant ~ fatigue .. , But, ·fo~tunately · for the latter, 
, : dissensions ·arose ~mong , their enemies. ' A Tlasca­

, la~ chieftain,.·commanding~ol1e of the .greatdivisions; 
had, taken umbrage at the¡ haughty demeanotir of 
Xicotencatl, '\vho had charged' him with misconduct 

, or"cowardice in the lél:te 'action. ,. The injured ca-
, . . cique challenged his rival to single combato This 

. , 
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did not take . place. ,But, burningwith,resentment, , 
he chose the present ,occasion to indulge it, by draw­
ing off his ' forces, . amounting " to ' ten thousand men, 
fram the field. . He also persuaded another of the 
commanders to foIlow his example. 

, Thus reduced.' , to about half his original strength, 
and thatgready crippled ,by thé lossesof the day, 
Xicotencatl could., no Ionger maintain his ground 
against the' " Spaniards. Mter disputing the ,field 

, , with admirable courage for 'four ·,hours, he ~etieated 
,and resigned it to the ,enemy. ',The Spaniards were 
too , Inuch jaded, and toomany were disable~ by 
wounds, toallow them to pursue; andCortés, satis~ 
ñed. with the decisive victoryhehad gained, ,returned 

---in triumph to hisposition on tllehill of Tzompach. ' " , ', . 
, Thenumberof killed inhis own ranks ,had been Generahfe ' 

r 
Yery small, notwithstanding the severe 105s inflicted 
on the enemy. These few he lvas carefol to ,bury 
'where .they could not be ,discovered, ' anXious tO"con .. 
' ceal not only the amount of the ,slain,but thefact 
that the whites 'weremortal.14 ,But 'very ,many ' of 'l 

the men were 'wounded, and all the ,horses. ':The 
trouble of the, Spaniards was much enhanced 'by the 
want of many .,articles .important to them .in 'their, · ' 
presen,t . ,exigency • .1 ¡They had ~neither ¡ oil~ , 'nor salt" 
w,hich~ as ' before noticed, was '·no~ to ,be obtained ','in 

, 'Tlascala. " Theirclothing,ac~ommodated . to a softer 
, " ', , .,' 

14 80 saya Berna! Diaz; w~o, 001y one .Christian fell in the ,fight. 
at thesame, time, by tba epithets, (IIisL de la, Conquista, cap. 65.) 
10$ muertos, 10$ cuerpos, plninly Cortés has not the graca to ae­
~ontradictshis prcvious boaat that knowlcdgc that o~e. 

" ' . ' . ' 
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climate, was ilI adaptedto the rudeair of the moun­
tains; and, bows and arrows, as Bernal Diaz sar­
·casticaIly remarks, fOl-med . an indifferent protection 
against the inclemeney of theweather.15 

.. Still, tlley had much tocheer them in the events 
of the. day; and theymigl1t dra,v from. them a rea­

. sonable ' ground fo! confidence · in their ' own reSOllfces, 
. ' such , as no ,other experience could havesupplied. , 

"Not that the ~esults ' could authorize any thing like 
contemptfor their lndian foe. Singly and with the 
,same weapons, he , rn~ght have stood his ,ground 
against the Spaniard. 16 .But tIle success .of tbe 

__________ day established the superiOl~ity of scienceand disci­
pline over, mere physical courage and numbers . . It 

_- was fighting over again, as we have said, the' old " . 
battle ·of the European and the Asiatic. But the Gene alife 
,handful of Greeks ho routed the hosts oí ' Xerxes 

J\ n . 15 Oviedo, Hist. dlll~S Ind., MS., .. it ma y be pardoned in fue hero oí 
lib. 33, cap~ 3. - Rel.~eg. 4e Cor- more thana hundre~ battles, and 
tés, ap. Lórenzana, p.' 52. - Her- almost as many wounds. 

, rera, Hist. General, dé~. 2, lib. 6, 16 The Anonymous Conqueror 
cap. 6.~IxtlilxQchit1, Hist.Chich., bears emphatic ' testimony to tha 

. M,S., cap. 83. - Gomara" Cr6nica, valor of tbe Indians, specifying in­
cap. 46~ - Torquemada, Monarch.stances in which he had aeen a 
~nd., .lib.4,.cap. ~32. - Bernal Di- , ,single warrior d~fendhimself.for a . 
az, Hist. de la Conquista, cap. 65, long timeagainst two, three, and 
66. . . even four Spaniards! . ,u Sono fra 
, The· wann, chivalrous glow Df loro.di valétissimi huormni 'et -che 

· feeling, \vhich colora the rude com.. ossano .. morir ostinatissimamete. 
position ortbe last chroriicler,makes Et io ho' veduto un d' essi difen-

· him a better painter than his more dersi valetemente da duoi caualli 
correct and classical rivals. · And, leggieri, et un altro da tre, et quat-
if th · 1 h f ' " R 1 d' .' R , . ere. lssomew l30t to.o mue otro. . e. un gent., ap. amu-
.theaelf-complacent ,tone of the,quo... sio, tomo 111. fol. 305. . ' 
rum para magna fui in his \vriting, 
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and Darlus, it must be remembered, had not so ob­
,vious,an advantage on the score of weápons~as ,,"as 
. enjoyed by the Spaniards in these wars.· The use" 

of fue-arms· gave an ascend~ncy"· which cannot easily 
be estimated; . one so great, that a contest between 
nations equally civiJized, which· \should be. simiÍar in 
all other respects to that 'between theSpaniards and 

· the Tlascalans, would probably beattended with a 
similar issue. To all this must be added the effect 
producedby the ··cavalry. The nations of Anahuac· 
had no large domesticated anim~ls, and \Vere unac- . 

. quainted with any beast of burden:'Their i~agina­
-------tionswere bewildered, when they beheld the strange 

apparition·of the horse and hisrider moving in unison 
and obedient· to one impulse~ :" as if possessed of a 
common natura; and as they saw the terrible animal, 
withhis ' "neck clothed ~n thunder," bearing down 

JUnTl\ D[ .·. . their squadrons and trampling them · iti the dust, no 
wonder . ~hey should · have 'regarded. him · with the 

. . mysterious, terror felt for asupernaturaI being. A 
.. very little . reflection . "on the manifold groun?s of · su- ' 
periority, both moral and physical, possessed by the 

. ' . 

. Spaniards in tbis con~est, ' will surely .. explain the 
issue, ,vithout any disparagement to the courage or 
'capacityoí their opponents.17 

. , 

· ·· Cortés, ,thinking the ·occasion favoiable, followed 
up . the important· blow he had struck by, a néw mis· 

. ,r. . .' (.l . . . '~ . 

. 17 Tho appalling efrect orihe ! strange appearance oí the elephants 
cavalry 00 the natives reminds orie in their first, engagements witb 
of the confusion into which the Ro':'Pyrrhus, as told by Plutarch . in 

. man legions were tbro\vn by the bis lire oí that prince • . 

, . . . . . 

~:*~~j , ... .. 
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sion to the capital, bearing a message of similar . im­
port with that recently sent to the camp. But the 
senate was~ot yet sufficiently humbled. . .TIle late 
defeatcapsed, .indeed, general consternation. Max­
ixcatzin, one :of the four great Iords who .preside<;l 
over the republic, reiterated 'with ' greater force the · 
arguments ,before .urged by hi.m for e.mbracing the 
proffered: alliance of the strangers. The 'armies of 
the state ' had 'been 'beaten" too aften to\.allow any ' 
reasonable 'hope of ,successful resistance; and· he 
enlarged i on , the , generosity 'shown ' by th.~ politic 
Conqueror to his prisoners, ~ so unusual . in Anahu~ 
ac, - as'an additional motive for. ~n 'alliance with , .. 

-------- men who kilew how to ,lbe friends as well as foes. ' 
. But . in these views he was overruled by the war.. . 
party, whose animosity Was .. sharpened, rather than Generall~ 
subdued,. , by the late ., (liscomfiture. JFheir. hostile 

' feelings .were fu~ther ' exasperated by" the .younger 
' .' 'Xicote catl, wh!J ,burned for an opportunity" to re-

trieve his disgrace, and , to wipe away ' the stain 
'which had fallen for . the fil'st time ón . the arms of 
tIte repu blic. .' 

' : In theirperplexity, they caBed in tl1e assistance ' 
oÍ' the ' priests, whose ' authority was freq~ently in~ 

'voked ,in the' . deliberations of" the American chiefs. 
The latter inquired, with sOIne simplicity, of these 

, interpreters of fate, .whether the strangers were su_ o 
. . pernatural ,' b~ings, or nien of fle~h . and blood like 

themselves. ' . The priests, after sorne ' consul~ation, 
are said to have made th~ strange answer, that the 
Spaniards, though · not gods, were children of the 
, VOL. l. 57 . 
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SU~; that, th~y derived their , strength froID , that lu-
,mi,nary,' and, when ,00 'beams were withdrawn, their 
powers ~ would also faíl. ' : ,They recommended a night ' 
attack, therefore, as one , whichafforded' ,the best 
cha,nce of success. ,. This app~rently childish re­
sponse may hav~ had in it , more oí cunning tban' 
credulity. , lt wasnot improbably suggested by Xi-' 

. " cotencad 'himself, or by the caciques in his interest, 
to ,reconcile the , people ' to· a measure, ,which was 

, contrary to the m~litary usages, - indeed, it' may 
be said" to tne , public ~aw of, Anahuac. ' Wheth. ' 
er the ,' fruit of artifice , oro superstition" it ,prevailed ; 

_____________ and the Tlascalan general was · empowered,.at' the . 
---------------- head ,of a detachment é:>f ten thousandwarriors" to 

~ _______ try the effec~ of an assault by Dight on the Christian 
. . campo . P. ' r a ' ,ra yGener life 
' , . The affair was conducted witb such secrecy, that ' 

. , , it. didnot ' reach , ~ the ears of the Spaniards. But 
~eir general was not ane" who ,, ~llowed· !:<himself, 'J,l1TRD[ 

" , 

, , sl~eping or waking" to "be surprised , on his 'post. ' 
. Fortunately, the' Dight 'app,ointed w:as ,illumined by 

the full beams ~f an autumnal moon; , and one ' of 
thevidettesperceived by its light,at a considerable 
d~stance,/ a large , body of Indians moving towards 

, the ,Christian lines. , He was not , slow i~ giving the 
'. alarm to the 'garrison.' 

. , . ' ,The ~paniardsslept, as has been said, with thelr .­
arms by their, s~~e'; 'while thejr horses, picketed near ' 

, them, stood ready 'sad,dled,with.the bridle hanging , 
at, the bow. ' 'In five minutes, ,the" whole ', camp was 
under. arms; ' when they beheld the dusky columns 

i 

• , of ' 

, ! 

. ,; , ,- , .,; " , ' ": . ' 

, " 

, " 

. ¡. ¡ '. . '. ' .t ~. 
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. of . the Indians cautiously advancing overo the plain, 
their heads ' 'just :'peering abov~' the tall maize with 
, which . the land was partially covered. Cortés deter- . 
, mined not to abide' the assault inhis ~ntrenchments, 
'but to saIly out 'and ' pounce on ·the· enemy when ,hp 
had reached the bottom of tlle ,hilI. 

Slowly and stealthily ' the ' Indians advanced,while 
the Christian camp, hushed in profound silence, seem­

. ed to them buried in slumber.· But no sooner had 
they reached the ' slope of tbe rising ground, .than 
they wereastounded by the deep .battle-cry of the 
Spaniards, . followed · .by~he instantaneous apparition 

__ --...·of the' whole army~as t:hey·. sallied forth fromthe 

T . DI 1\ 

~orks, .. and poured aown the ·· sides 'of ,the ·hill. 
Br~ndisliing . aloft .their weapons, they 'seemed '10 
the troubled fa~cies of the Tlascala,ns, -like so many 
spectres or demons hurrying 'too and fro in mid . air, . 
while the uncertain light magnified their numbers, 
and expanded the ' horse and his rider into gigantic 

, I and unearthly dimensions. 
Scarcely , waiting the' shock of their enemy, the 

panic;..struck barbarians ' let off' a feeble voIley of 
arrdws, ' and, offering no other resistance, fled rapidly 
a~d tumultuously across , the' plairi.' The horse' eaSil)T . 
overtook the fugitives, riding them down and cutting 
them ,to pieces without merey, until Cortés, weary 
with slaughter, calléd,off his men, leaving ' the field 
Ioaded with the bloody trophies of victory.lS 

18 Rel. Sag" de Cortés,ap~ cap.' 3. ~P. Martyr, De '· Orbo 
Lorenzana, pp .. ·53, 54. - Oviedo, Novo, . dec. 2, cap. 2. - Torque~ 
lIist. de las Ind., MS.,ltb. · 33, mada, Monarch . . Ind.,. lib. 4, cap. 
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, The ,next ,day, the Spa.nish commandér, with his 
usual "policy ,after a decisive ' ,blow,~ ,had 'been struck, 
sent a new embassy to th~ , Tlascalan capital. The 
envoys received : their instru~tions' through the inter­
preter, Marina. ' That remarkable 'woman had at-, 
tracted general , admiration by' the constaricy' and 
cheerfulness with, which ,she e'ndured all the priva-· 

, tions of the camp. ' Far from ,betraying the natural 
weakness and timidity 'of her sex; , she had , 'shrunk 
from' nohardship herself" and 'had donemuch to' 
fortify ,the drooping spirits '~ of the soldiers; while 

, hef' sympathies, whenever occasionoffered, had been ' 
actively , exerted , in mitigating the calamities of ,her 
Indian countrymen.t9 . ,* ' 

Through his fai~hful interpreter, "Cortés communi­
, cated 'the terms of his message ' tothe Tlascalan 

envoys. ' He made t e 'same profe'ssions' of amity ' as 
1\ . before, . promising oblivion of · all past injuries; · but, 

'ir, this proffer were rejected, he would visit their 
c~pital as 'a conqueror, raze every honsa in it to the 

'grouD;d, and.put every inhabitant to the sword! , He 
then dismissed the ambassadors' with'.the symbolical 
presents of a letter in one, hand" and ,an arrow in 
, the· other. ' 

, , 

, , ..... " ' . , - I 

32. -Herrera, Hist.General, ~ec. auemos visto ' cercados en las bar-
2, lib~ .6, cap. 8. ~ Bernal Diaz" tallas passadas, y que nora todos 
Hist. de 13 Conquista, cap. 66. ' estauamos heridos, y dolientes, ja·, ' 

19 "Digamos como Dona Mari- mas . vimos flaqueza en ella, sino 
na, con ser muger de la tiet:ra, que ' muy mayo'r esfuer~o' que de mu­
esfuer90 tan varonil tenia, que con , ger." ' Bemal Diaz, Hist. ' de la 
oircada ~ia q~e nos aui~n de ma.. Conquista, cap. , 66 . .. ' 
tar, .,.y comer nuestras carnes, 'y 

í . -~ : 

, , 

l 
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" ,The ren~oys ,obtain~dréspectfulaudience·from the 
couneil of , Tlascala" whom they found' plunged in 
deep dejection by their recent reverses. The failur~ 
of tlle night attack had extinguished' every spark uf 
hope in their bosoms. " Their armies had be en beat­
en again and . again, · in . the open. neld . and in . secret 

" ambush. ' 'Stratageni, and courag~,' all their resources, 

--

' llt,ld alike ,', . proved jneffe'ctual against a foe ' whose 
hand was never "weary, and whose eye'was never 
closed.Nothing remained ,bu~ to submit. 1 They, 
selected·fourprincipal caciques, whom they intrusted 
with a mission to th~ , Ch,r¡stian camp. ' . They were 
to assure the str~ri.gers of .a free passage through\the 

---- country" , and a , friendly ',reception 'in the capital • 
.............. _____ The proffered friendship'of the Spaniards W!lS "cor­

dially embraced, with many awkward excuses for 
the : pas,t. 'l!he' envoys were to touc4 at the Tlasca­
lan c~mp on theirway, and infor~XicotencatI of ' 
their proc,eedings. They were to requirehim, at 
the same time', to abstain from all further hostilities, 
ahd to , furnish tl1e' white men \vith an 'ample ,supply 

.' of provisions. ' . . . 
". BuÍ' the Tlascalan "deputies, on arriving at the 
quarters of·that chief; did not find him in the,humor 
~o comply, with ,tbese instructions. His repeated, 
'collisions 'with the. Spaniards, or, it may be, his con­
stitucional courage, lefthim inaccessible to the vulgar 

' terrors of his countrYmen. He regarded the stran-' 
, gers'not as supernaturalbeings, but as men like him-, 
, self. ' 'The animosity of a warrior had rankled into a 
deadly hatred from the mortifications he had endured 

enerafife 
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at their ,hands; and bis head teemed with plans for 
recovering his fallen hanors, and . for taking ven­
geance on the invaders of his cou~try. " He refused 
to disband any of the force, still formidable, under 
his command; or to send supplies ~o the enemy's 
camp. He furth.er indu~ed the' ambassadors to re­
main in his quarters, and re1inquish theit visit to the 
Spaniards .. The Jatter, in consequence, were kept 
in ignorance of the movements in their favor, which 
had taken. place i,n t~e Tlascalan capital.20 

. ~ The conduct' of Xicotencatl is condemned by 
Castil~an writ~rs,as that~f a ferocious and san­
guinary barbarian. 1 t is natural "ihey should so r.e­

................ - 'gard it. But those, who hav~ no national prejudice 
____ to warp their judgments, may come to. a ~ different 

'J ·T' nr 

'conclusion. ~~ey may find muc~ to admire in, that 
high, .unconquerablespirit, like, sorne. proud column, 
stand¡ng alone in its majes~y ami~st e the. fragments 
and, ruin,s around it. They may seé evidences of a, 

clcar-sighted ·~agacity,· which, pierqing the thin veil 
, of insidious friendship .. proffered .. by the Spaniards, ' 

,and penetrating. the I future, . discer~ed the coming' 
miseries of his,country ,; the noble patriotism of one 
who' w,ould reseue that country' at ,any,cost, and, 
amidst the gathering darkness, would infuse bis own 
intrepid . spirit into the 'hearts ofhis nation, to ani

c

- " 

mate them tú a last struggle for independence.. ' . 
,; 

2) Ibid., cap. 67.~Camargo, Hist. d~ Tlascala~ MS. ~Ixt1i1xocbit1, 
Hist. Chich., MS.,cap. 83. 

. ~ ' . l. '. 
" 
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DJSCONTENTS IN 'THE AnMY. -TLAS'CALAN SPIES. -PEACE WITH TBB 
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REPUBLI9. -EMBASSY ' FROM MONTEZUMA. 

1519. .,. 

,'DESIROUS to keep up the . terror of the Castilian 
______ name, by leaving the eneiny. no . respite, Cortés, ' on 

. . . tlie same, day that he despatched ~lie embassy to 
~ _____ ' . Tlascala, put himself at the. head of a s~all ' eorps 

. . 

of cavalry and light troops to 'seDar the neighboul'ing 
country .. , ·He was at that time so ill·fi·omfever, .' 
aided by medica} ' treatment, l that he could hardly 
keep his seat in the sa'ddle. ,It was' a ·rough country, 
and tha ' sharp winds from the frosty summÍts of the 

i mountains pierced the scanty covering 0( ' the troops,~ 
and chilled ' both men and horses. Four ' or five of 

' .. the ani~als - gave out, and the 'general, alarmed ' for' 
their safety, . sent ·them . back to the camp. · The 
soldiers, dis'couraged' by this . ill omen, would have 

, \. 

, 1 Theeffect of the medicine - Sandoval does. (Hist. de Cárlos 
, . ' though rather asevere dose, ac-Quinto, tomo 1. p. 127. >' Solís, 
. cording to the precise Diaz -was after a conscientious·· inquiry into 

suspended , during the general's this perplexing matt~r, decides­
active, exertions. Gomara, how- strange as it may seem- against 

. ever, do es not consider this a mir- the fathar! Conquista, lib. 2, cap. 
acle.' (Qr6n,ica, cap. 49.) Fathcr 20. 

enerafife 
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' persuaded him to return. But he made ans_w~r, 

" We fight under the bannerof the Cross; G,od is 
sttonger than nature,"2 and continued his march . . 

- It Ied through the same kind of chequered 'scenery 
of rugged hill and cultivated plain as that already de­
s~:t:ibed, welI covered" with towns and villages, sorne 

, ,of ' them the fronJier posts occupied by, the Otomies. ' 
Practising the Roman maxim of lenity to the submis­
si ve foe, ,he took fuIl' vengeance on those \vho resist­
'ed, and, as resistance too often occurred, marked his 
path ~Tith fue alld desolation. After a short absence, 
he returned in safety, laden"with the plunder of a 
successfuI foray. ' It would have been more honorable --------- .. " 

-~ to him, had it·been conducted witli less rigor. , The 
..... --:-:-- excesses ' are : imputed' hyBernal Diaz ~o the ludian 

allies, whom in ,the heat ofvictory itwas found im. . eneralife 
, -. · possible .. to restrain.3 ., 0.n '· whose head stlever they 

. , fal], they seem ,to have 'given little uneasine~s to tba 
general, . who declares -in his " Ietter toO the Emp~l·or 
,Charles the Fifth, "Aswe,fought 'underthe stand­
ard of the Cro~s,4 forthe true ' Faith, and the 'service .. . ' ,' 

of your , Highness, Heáven 'crowned our arms with 
such success" 'that,while 'multitudes · of the infidel 
were .slain, , little los s ~assuffered' by the" Castili:. 

~ "Dios es sobre natura." Rel. the Iodian towns destroyed by him, 
Seg. de ' Cortés,ap. ,Lorenzana, in "hia foray~ . . Viajo, ap .. Loren .. 
p. 54. . '" ,' . " ' zana, pp. ix. -xi. . 

,. '3 HÍst. de la Conquista, cap. 64~ · 4 The,famous banner oC the Con-
Not so Cortés, who saya boldly, queror, \vith the Crosa emblazoned . 

"Quemé mas de diez pueblos." on it, hasbeen 'preserved in Mexi­
(Ibid., p. 52.)His reverend com .. . co to our day. : 

. mentator, specifies the localities oí-

/ ' . " ,.", 

. ... " ; .. 
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" ans."5 , The' Spanish Conquerors, to judgefrOni' their '.' 
writings, uncons'cious of any worldly motive lurking 
in' the' bottom' of their hearts, , regarded themselves 
as soldiers , of theChurch, fighting the great battle 
of Christianity ;, and in the same edifying and com­
fortable light are tegarded by most of the national 
historians of a later day.6 

Onhis 'return tothe camp, Cortés founda ~ new 

cause of disquietude in discontents .which had,br~­
ken' . out' among ' the soldiery. Their patiellce ,vas 
exhausted by a Jife ' of fatigue and peril to which 
thete seemed to be no end. Th~ ,battIes they had 
~on against such tremend~us odds hadnot advan..ced 
the'm a· jot. Th'e' idea' of th,eirreaching Mexico, 
says 'the old soldier so.often quoted, "was ' ~reate~ as ~ . 
a jest by the'whole army" ; 7 and die indefinite pros,. enerallfe 
¡lect of ' hostilities with . the ferocious people among . 

'n whom they ,were now cast, . threw a deep gloom over 
their spirits. . ' , . 

1, . Among the maIecontents were a numberof noisy, 
, vaporingpersons, . such as . are found in every ca:mp, 
. who, , like empty bubbles, are sure to rise to the 
surface. arid 'make themselves seen in seasons of 

, 5 "É comotrayamos la Bande- 'claíms Herrera, "con quanta hu­
.. ra de la Cruz, y pufiabamos por mildad, i devocíon, bolvian todos 

nuestra Fe, y por servicio de Vu- alabando á Dios, que tan milagro­
'estra Sacra Magestad, en su muy sas victorias les daba; de donde se 

, Real ventura nos di6 Dios tanta conocia claro, que los favorecia con 
. victoria, que les matámos mucha ' su Divina asistencia." 

gente, sin que los nuestros recibí.. 7" Porquo entrar en , México, 
essen dafio." . . Rel. Seg. deCor- teníamoslo por cosa de ris~, á causa 

. tés, ap .. Lorenzana, p. 52. de sus grandes fuer9o.s." Bernal 
6 ' ~' X. fué cosa notable," ex- Diaz, Hist. de la Conquista, cap. 66. 

VOL. l. 58 
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; agitation. They were, for the most. .part, of the ,oId 
faction of .V elasquez, . and had ·· estates in Cuba, to 
~hich ,they turned· many a wis,tful "glance as they re­
ceded more and ' more from the coast. ' They now 
waited . on the general, not in. a mutinous spirit of 
re~istance, (for they remembered the lesson in ·Villa· 
Rica,) but with the design of frank expostulation, as 
with a brother adventurer in a cominon cause.8 

. The 
tone of familia~ity thus assumed was eminently char­
acteristic of the footing of equality on 'which ' the 
partiesin the expedition stood with one aIu;>tber. . 

Their ·sufferings, they told him, were too great ,to 

be endured. AIl the men had receivedone, most of 
them, two or three wounds. More than fifty had per- . 
ished,.in one way or.another, since leaVing Vera Cruz'~. · 

. There was no beast of burd.en but led a Üfe' prefer-Y ueneralífe 
able to thei~s.: · · · FOF, when. the Ílight carne, thefor­
mercould rest from his lalJors; but they, fighting or ' 

" watching; had no rest, day flor night.. As tocon­
. quering Mexico, the very thought of .it ·was madness • 
. If they: had enéountered. such:opposition from the 
petty republic ofTlascala, what . might they' 11ot · ex-' 

" pect from thegreat ,.Mexi~an empire? - There was ' 
. now a temporary suspension ,of hostilities. -'. They . . 
'should avail themselves of it, to retrace their steps . 

: ', . 
, . . 

. . "' . e"", í 

8 .:¡;>iaz i~dignaDt1y disclaims tha ¡' muy bien, y lealm~te; . y . no es .' 
idea oí mutiny, w~ích Gomara at- . ~ueho que en losexércitos algu-

. . tached to this proceeding. .." Las nos buenos soldados aconsejen " 
palabras que' le dezian era por via , suCapitan, y mas si se. ven tan . 
de acosejarle, y porque .les parecía trabaja~os comOllosotros andana- o 

.. . . que eran bien dichas, y no por otra. , mos." Ibid., cap. 71. .. 
. via, · porque 'siempre le siguiéron 

. . 

' . ' . . 
•• 



" .. -

. ¡ 

CH. IV.] DISCONTENTS IN THE ARMY. 459 

'to Vera Cruz. , It is true, the fleet there was de .. 
#stroy~d ;" . and . by thisact~ unparalleled for rashI1ess 
even jn. Roman . annals, the general had become 
re~ponsiQle ' for the . fate of the . whole army. Still 
there was .one ve~sel'lef~~ That might bedespatc~ed 
to Cuba, fór reinforcements and supplies; and,whe~ 
these arrived, th~y would be enabled ·to r~sume . op-
.er~tions .,vith sorne. prospect of success. . '. 

Cortés listen~d to this singular expostulation with 
perfeet composure • . He. knew his men, aná., instead 
of rebuke or harsher ,measures, . replied .· in the same 
frank. and soldier-like vein which they had affected . 

. . There~as much truth, he, aIlow~d, in what they . 
_____ --- said. ' . The . sufferings of the ·Spaniards had bee~. 

great;, .greater than .those recorded of any heroes in . 
~----- Greek 'or Roman story. So roncA the greater would eneralífe 

· be thelr' glory .. He had oft~n be~nfill~d .with admi­
ration as he .had seen his , littl~ h~st .. :e·~circled by 
myriads. ofbarbarians, and felt that no people 'but T · 1 

. . .' 

. Spaniards couldhave triulnphed ayer such formid­
ableodds. Nor could they, unless the arm Qfthe 
Almighty had been ove~ them. And they might 
reasonablylook for hii'protectionhereafter; for was 
it not in his cause theywere fightirig? . Th.ey had 

. encountered dangers and difficulties, it was true. 
But they had not COlne he re . expecting alife of idIe 
dalliance and 'pleasure .. ' Glory, as he had told them 

; at the outset, was to be won only by toil and dan- . 
ger. They would do llim the justice , toO acknow~ t 

ledge, that he I~ad , never ; shrunk' from his share of 
both. - This was a truth, adq~ thehonest chronicler 

.. 
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" 
wha heard "and reports the dialogue, \vhich ',no .one 
conId deny.--B.ut, ifthey ~ad nietwith hardships, 
he cantinued, they .had been: everywhe.re victorious. 
Even no\v, ·they owere' enjoylng the (ruits of this, in . 
the, plenty which ,' reig'ned in 'the camp. I And they 
woidd soon see the TlascaIans, ' ~umbled by their 

.. late 'reverses, suing for peace on any terms. Togo 
back no\v was impossible. 'The very stoÍles would 
rise up against .. them. The ¡lascalans' w~uld hun't 
them in ." triumph' dO'Y'n to the · water's edge. " And 
ho\v would the Mexicans " exult at .this miserable is- . 
sue of their vainglorious .vaunts! Their former friends 
wouldbecome ~heir enemies; and · the . Tot~nacs, to 

_________ avert. the vengea~ce of the Aztecs; from which the 

JUnTR nr ·, 
. ' 1 

" . 

" , 
' ", 

•• :. ," "~o 

~paniards could no Ionger, shield them, would join 
. . in the general cry. . There was no alternative, then( . ene alife 

, but to go forward i~ t~eir, career. · And he besought ' 
t~em to silence. the~r pusillanimous . scruples, ·· · and, 
·nstead ,,?f, turning¡their ,eyestoward Cuba, to ñx 

. them on Mexico,. the gre~t ,object of their enterprise. , 
; While this singularconference was . going ?n, ' 

1, . manyother soldiers had . gat~ered . round th'e spot; ' 

. , 

,and tlie disco'ntented party,emboldene.~ by thepres- . 
.. enc~ .of their comrades, as welI as by the general's 
forbearance, replied, that they ,wcre far from being ' . 

. conyin~ed •. '.: ~nothet such victory as thc'last would 
. be their ruin. .. Theywere going to Mexico only to 

be slaughtered • . . Until, at lengt.h, the general's pa~ . 

tience , be~ng exh'austed, he cut the . argument short, 
by quoting a verse from an ; oId song, ' implying that. ·, · 

·it,'was· 'better
O to die with honor, than to live' dis-

. ~ ' ~ 

• ! . ,' 
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graced; a sentiment. which was loudly echoed, ,by 
the gteater part of his audience, ,vho, not,vithstand­

. ing their occasional D)urmurs, had no design . to 
, aban:don the expeditioil, ' 8till less the commander, to 
whomthey were passionately devoted.The ,male .. 

, contents, disconcerted by this rebuke" slunk 'back to 
their own quarters, muttering half-smothered execra­

, tionson' the Ieader 'who had projected the enterprise, 
the ", lndians ' who hadguided him, and their " own 
countryrnen who supported hini in it.9 ' . . 

Such wer~ , the difficulties that lay in the path 
of Cortés: "a" wily and ferocious enerny;:a cliinate , 

_____ uncertain, often , unh~althy; illness in his ' own per­
son, much aggravated by anxiety 'as to , the" manner 

......... ..........---..in which ' his !' conduct would ,be received by his soy~ , 

. '- . ereign; . last, not least,disaffection. among his . sol~ 
• diers, on ' whose ' constancy and union he rested for 

T. DI J\ the basis of his operations, --'- the gl'eat lever by 
! which hewas tO,overturn the' empire of Montezum'a. 

On ' the morning following this event, the camp 
was surprised by the appearance ' of a small body of ' 
'rlascalans, decorated with badges, ' the' white 'color 

' of which intimated peace. They brought a quanti­
~y ' of provisions,. 'alld sorne ,' trifling ornaments,which, 

9 This co'nference is reported, . Hiat. General, deco 2, lib. 6, cap.: 
with sorne variety, indeed, by oear... 9. -P. Martyr, De Orbe Novo, 
ly every historian. (Rel. Seg. de d~c. 5, cap. 2.) 1 haya abridged 
Cortés', , ap. Lorenzana, p. 55. - the account given by Bernal Diaz, 
Oviedo, Hist. de las Ind., MS., one of the audience, though not 
lib. 33, cap. 3. - ,Gomara, Cr6nica, one of tha parties to the dialogue, 

, cap. 51", 52.-Ixtli1xochitl, Hist. -for thatreason, the better au­
Chich., MS:, cap.' 80. - Herrera, thority. 

, neralife 
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they sai,d, wer~· sent hy the Tlascalan general, who 
,vas weÍ;lry of the· war, and desired .an '3ccommoda­
tion with 'the Spaniards. ',He. wou14· soon present( 
himself to arrange this.in ·person •. The intelligence 
diffused general joy, and the emissaries received a 
friendly welcome. . . I . 

A day or two elapsed, and while a few of the party 
left ·the Spanish quarters, the others, about. fifty ·in 
number, who remained, excit~d sorne distrust in the 
bosom of M~rina. She communicated her ~uspicions 
lo. Cortés that they were spies. He caused severa1 
of tñ.em, in' consequence, to· be arrested,: examined 
them separately, and ascertained that they.were em-

"'-;------- ployed by Xicotencad to .inform him of the stat~ of 
~-------,,---. the Christian camp, preparatory to a· meditated 'as-- . . 

UftTRD[ 

sault, for whicH he was mustering his forces. Cortés, Genera 'Ife 
satisfied of the trttth"of'this, determined ' to make such 
an' exampleof the· delinquents, as should intimidate 

· bis enemy from repeating the' attempt.' He ordered 

• 

J 

their hands tobe .cut off,~and in that . conditionsent 
· them. back to their'.' countryrnen, with· the message, 
.. " that the .. Tlascalans ~ight cOD}e by day ar nigIlt ; 

they would :find the Spani~rds ready for.them."IO 
.... The doleful spe~tacle ~f .. their cornrades returning 
in thismutilated .state filled the Indi~n camp with 
horror ·and consternation. , The 'haughty crest of 

, . ,.. .' 

10 Diaz says ooly seventeen lost 'cincuenta, y cortarles las manos, y 
their hand~, lhe rest their thumbs •. · los embié, que dixessen á su Sefior, 
(Hist. de la Conquista, cap. 70.) .. que de noche, y de dia, y cada, y 
Cortésdoes not flinchfrom con... quando él viniesse, veria~ quien 

· fessing, the bands of tba whole eramos."Rel. Seg. de Cortés, ap, 
firty. "Los mandé tomar á todos Lorenzana, p. 53. 
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.. their chiefwas ' humbled. From that" moment, he 
. lost his wonted buoyancy and confidenc~.His 801-

diers, fi~led with superstitious fear, refused to serve 
longer & against a foe who" co~ld rea~ their very 
thoughts" 'and' divine their plans before they were 

, ripe for execution.ll " . , 

The punishment 'inflicted by ' Cortés may well 
~ shock the reader'by it~ ·bru~ality., But it should be ' 

" . 

considered in mitigation, that the. victims of it were 
spies, and, as such, by th~ laws of war, whether 
among civilized or savage , nations, had . incurred the 

• 
penalty of death. 'The 'amputation 'of "the limbs 

. was a milder punishment,. andreserved for ' inferior 
..... ..........-- offences. Ir we .revolt at the barbarous natur~ of~ 

, I 

, . the.sentence, we should reflect that it' ~as no Ull- Generalífe 
1 cornmon one at that day; , not xpore uncommon, in- ' . 

• deed, than ~hipping and braridi'ng with a hot iron" " 
DI J\ were inour ow~ country, at t?e beginning of t~e 

' . pr~.sentcentury, or than' , cropplng the ears was In 
the preceding one. 'A higher civilization, indeed, re­
jects such punishments, as pernÍcious in themselves, 
arid ' degrading to~,humanity. ' .'But in tllC sixteenth 
century, they wereope:n1y recognised by the laws 
'of the most polished nationsin 'Europe. And it . is ' 
'too much to ,ask of any man, still ,less . one bred to 

.. 

. the iron trade of war, to be in advance of the refine­
ment of his age. ' vy~ may ,be' conten~, if, in circum­
stances so unfavorable to humanity, he does not fall 
below it. " ' ' 

. . . 
, , 

11 "De que los Tlascaltecas se Ixtlilxochitl,' Hist. Chich., MS., 
~dmiráron, entendiendo que Cortés. ' cap. 83. 
les entendía BUS pensamientos." 

• 
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, AlI th~ughts of furthel- r~sistance 'beingabandoned, 
- .. the four " d~legates -of' the Tl~scalan republic were 

'now' aIlowed to próceed on their mission. ' They 
were speediIy ' followed ,by Xicoténca~. himself; at­
tended' by a 'num~rous train ' of military retainers. 
As they drew near the Spanish lines, they' were 

,' easily recogni~ed ,by the white" and yellow colors of 
their' uniforms, , the livery" ofthe house 'of ' Titcala. 
The joy of thearmy was great af this sure intima­
tion of -the clóse of hostilities; and jt \vas with dif­
ficulty that . Cortés' was enabled ' to restare' the men 

. to tfanquiHity, and the · assumed indifference which 
it was ]lroper to maintain in presence of an enemy . ....... -----.: "The, Spaniards "gazed with curious' eye on' the , 

,unTR D 

• 
1 

valiantchief who had . so long kept his enemies at en.· ralife 
bay, and who now ' advanced with themm and fear-
less step ,of one who w~s coming ' rather ,to 'bid de- · 
fiance than to sue for peace. He waS: rather above 

·, the middle size, with broad, shoulders, a~d a muscu­
lar frame ' intimating great ' activity and strength. 
Hishead ,was ' large,and his ' #countenance marked , 
~th the lines of hard service rather' than of ~ge, for ' 
he was ,but thirty,-five • . ~ When' he entered the pres-

, ence of Cortés, he ' made , the . usual '. salutation, by 
, touching' the ground with his hand, andcarrying it 
to bis ~éad; ',whil,c' the sweet' incense of aromatic 
gums rolled up in "clotids: from the' censers caiiied by 
his slaves. " " '" ' , , ' . " 

Far from a pusillanimous attempt to throw fue' 
. 'blame on thesenate, he assumed tlle whole responsi- · 

hility of the war. He had considered thc white 

, ,1 
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men, he said, ~s, enerilies, ,for t~ey carne with the al­
Iies ,and vassaIs of Montezuma. He love'd his coun­
try, and 'wished to preserve the ip.dependence which 
she had maintained iÍlrough her long wars With the 

. Aztecs. . Hehad been beaten. . They mightbe the 
strangers, who, i~ had been so long predicted, would ' 
come from the ,east, to take 'possession of the country. 
He .hoped they ,would use their victory with modera­
tion, and not tr~mple on tp.e liberties of the republic. 
He . carne now in the name of, his nation', to tender' 

, th~ir obedience to the Spaniards, assuring them they 
would, findhis countryrnen 'as faithful in peace as' 

_______ they had been :fir~ in war. ' ' 
, ortés, far f~om, taking" umbrage, was filled' with' 

--- 'admiration ~t the Iofty spjrit which thus disdain- ' , 
ed to stoop beneatll misfortunes. The brave man enerahfe . 
knows how t~ respecf ~ravery in .another.. He as-
sumed, howe~er, a. seve,re 'aspect, as he r~ buked the 

. ' chief ror having sO 'long persisted in hos~lities. Had 
Xicotencatl believed theword of the Spalliards, and 
accepted their proffered friendship soorier, he would .. 
have spared' his people much. suffering, which. they 
well ~eritedby their obstinacy.· But it was impos-
sible, continued· the . general, ,to retrieve the past. 
',He was .willing. to >bury it in 'pblivion, ~nd to receive 

'. the Tlascalails as vassals to the~mperor, his master. 
If they proved true, th~y should find. him a sure col~ 

. umn Qf support; if false, lle would take such, ven­
geance on them as he had intended to take on their 
capital; had 'they not speedily given in their submis-

• VOL. l.' 59 
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, sion. - 1 t proved an ominous menace fo~ the chief 
, , • -, 4 

to whom it was addressed. ' 
, . , 

, The caciquethen ordered '" 4is slaves ,to bring for-
ward sorne trifling' o~naments ,of, goId and ·feather­
embroidery, designed as presents. Théy,vere of little 
value, he said, with a' smi1e, for the TJascalans were 
poor. They had little gold; not even cotton, nor salte 
The Azte~ emperor had left them ~not4ing ¡hut their 
freedom and their arms'. ,~ , ~e , offered 'this gift :only. 
as a token of h~s good-wiH~ , "As such:I receive. it," 

. , ¡ 

ans,vered Co~tés, ' " and, coming from '~he Tlascalans, 
set more yalue on it, than "1should fTom any,other 
source, though it werea house full of gold"; - ,a 
politic, as well as magnanimous reply, for it ,vas by 

. theaid of this good-wil~, that he was towin the gold Generalí e 

i of .:!:~~~~2ed '-~th~ bloody~ar with the ñerc: repub-

JUN . DI · ~ic oí Tlascala, during the course of fhich, the for~ 
tunes of the Spaniards, more ' than once, had ,trem-

. , 

" , 

, \ 

, , 

bled in the ,balance.· lIad it been persevered in but , 
a,little longc·r" it must have ; end~d .. in their confusion 
aIld ruin, exhausted-as they,:were by ,vounds, \vatch­
ing, ~nd ,fa'tigues, with the " seeds ' ,of disaffec.tion 

' rankling among themselves. As it :was, , they carne 
out 'of the fe a rful contest with untarnished ,gIory.' 

, To 'the enemy, . they seemed inVÚlnerable~ bearing 
char~ed l~v~s, ,proof' alike against the a~,cidents' of 

, " 

'.. . '.' ~ '. ' . ., 

, . 
12 Rel. Seg. de Cortés, ap. Lo- ' nal Diaz" Hist. de la Conquista, 

renzana, pp. 56, 57~-Oviedo, IIist. cap. 71, et seq . ..!. Sahagun, Hist. 
, , de las Jnd., 1\IS., lib. 33, cap. 3. - "de Nueva Espafia, MS., lib. 12, 
, Gomara, Cr6nica, cap. ,53. -, Ber- 'cap. 11. ' ~ , , 
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'fortune, an'd "the assaults of man. No wonder , that 
, they indulged a similar· conceit in 'their own bosoins, 

and that thehumblest Spa~iard should ' have fancied 
himself the subject of a' special interposition ofProv-, 

, 'idence, ,vhich shieldecf him in the hOll~ of battle, and 
~eserved'hirrl for ' a higher destiny. " 

Whilethe Tlascalans w~re ' stiIl in' the camp," 'an . 
, 'emb'l:ssy was announced from Montezuma. Tidings 

of the exploits of the"Spaniards had spread farand 
'wide overO the 'plateau. The emperor, i~ particular, 
hado watched every' step of tlleir progress, ' as they 

,climbed the ste~ps of th~ Cordilleras, and advanced , 
over the broad tabl~ ... la'nd; on their summit. ' IIe, heid 
seen them~ with great satisfaction, take the road to 

.. 

Tlaseala, trusting;that, ifthey Were mortal men, they ' ne' alife ' 
, 'wouldfind their graves there. ' Gre~t was his dis~' 

nla y, "\vhen cáurier ' áfter courier ' brought ,.I1im intelli- , 
. 1\ DI J\ ' gene ~ oftheir ' suceesses, and that the most redoubt-

'able warriors on theplateau had beeIl sca~tered 

"l, 

lil~.e chaff, ~y thc' swords of this handful.of strangers. 
I-lis supers!itious féars retl:1rned , iti fuII force.', He 

saw, in the Spaniards ' " the men of destiny," who 
... . were to take. 'possessionof his ' sceptre. ',In , his alarm 

,and uncertainty, he sent a new embassy' to the 
. . Christian camp.' It consisted of five great nobles of 

his court, attended by a train of two hundred slaves. 
, ,They brought with them a present, as usual, dictat­
"ed .. pa~tly by fear,. and, in part" by the natural munifi­
, ceric'e 'of his disposition. ' ·It ,consisted of three t110U~ 
, sand ' ouncesofgold" in , grains" or in various manu ' 
, factured articles"vith several, hundred ' mantIes an. I 
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dresses of em broidered ,eotton,' aild the " pictur~sque 
,feather-work.:' ,As they laid theseat ,the feet of Cor- . 
,tés, they' told him, ,they ' had ~, come· to offer the ' con­
gratulations of theirmaster , on the. 'late ' victories 'of , 
the white men., ." The emperor only regretted that it 
would , notbe in his powerto receive , 't,hem in his 
~api~aI, where the :Ilumérous, population was so unru­
Iy, tha~ their ' safety would be placed in jeópardy~­
The mere intimation of the Aztec elÍlperor'~ wishes, 

, in the ,most :,distant ; way~ would have sufficed ~ith" 
the Indian ~ations¡ . . It had ·very.Iittle 'Yeight with ' 
the Spaniams; a~d , the envoys, fin~ing this puerile 

________ exp~ession , of , thero ine,ffectual, " resorte,d , to another 
argument, offerinlg a tribute in their master's . name 

~-- to the Castilian. ,sovereign" provided ,the . Spaniards 

·T1\ · ~ I' 

woul<l relinqulsh tbeir .visit to ',his cápital. . This was 
a ' greater error; it was ' displaying the rich casket 
'with,one hand, which he was unable to defe~d with 
the other • .. ' Yet the author of this pusillanimous poli-' 
cy, .the unhappy victim' of superstition,was a mon-< 

. arch renownedamong the ·Indian · nations'for . hisj~- . 
trepidity and enterprise,"'-':" the 't~rror of Ariahuac ! 
'. , Cortés, 'while 'he urge~ his own sovereign's com­
mands as a reason for dis~egarding . · the wishes' of, ' 
Montezuma, uttered expressions of the most profoúnd 
respect ·for ' the ; Aztec. prince, and declared that if 

' ~e had not the means' of requiting hismunificence, 
as he could wish, at . pre s'ent , he trustedto repay him, 
at some future day, wzth good works1 13 

, 13 "Cortés :recibi6 con alegría :ria al senor Monte~uma en buenas 
aquel presente, y dixo que se lo ohras.'" Bernal Diaz, IIist . . de la 
tenia en merced, y que él lo paga- Conquista, cap. 73. 

en'erafi 
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: -~·The Mexican aIJ)bassadors "were' llot -mucho grati-' 
'fiedwith finding the war atan end, and a·reconcilia-. 
tion established hetween their mortal enenlies alld ~ 

. '. ' 

the 'Spaniards. " The mutual disgust of tne tw-o par-
tie~ : with .each. ot4erwastoo str0I1:g to be rep1"essed 
even in the' presence :of the g~neral,whosaw \vith 
satisfaction the evidencesof a jealousy,' 'which; 'un­
derminihg the strength of the Indian emperor,was 
to proye the s~rest source of his 'own' success.14 

; Two of the Aztec ' mission returned to Mexico, tOe 

acquaint their sovereign 'with, the state of affairs in ~ 

.the .Spanish 'camp~ ' The othersremainédwiththe' .. 
· . arrny,' Cortés beirigwilling th'at they should be per'" 

sonal spectators of the .deference' shownhim by the" 
. TlascaIans. Still -he :did :not hasten ' ,his".' departure: 
. for their capital. . Not that he placed ' reliance on the ' 

inj':lrious intiniations" , of the Mexicans respecting·. 
DI .. . their .good faith. · Y ethe was willing to ·put this to: . 

sorne .19nger trial,and,at the' same time, toreestab­
lish his own health more ·thoroughly, before his visit. 
Meanwhile, '~essengers daily arrived froIn the ci"ty, 
pressing his journey, and were finally followed 'by 
sorne of · the aged .,rulers of the republic, attended by 
a numerous ' retinue, impatientof his long delay. 

14 He dwells on it in his letter 
to the Emperor. e!, Vista la discor ... 
dia y desconformidad ' de los unos 
y ~e los otros; no huye poco placer, 
porque me p,areci6 hacer mucho á 
mi propósito, y que podria tener 
manera de roRS a yna sojuzgarlos, 
é aun 'acordémé de \lna autoridad .. . 

Evangélica, que dice: Omne Reg­
num in seipsum divisum desolabitur: 
y con los unos y con los otros ma­
neaba, y á cada uno en ~ secreto le 
agradecia el aviso, que 'me daba, y 
le daba crédito de mas amistad que 
al otro." Rel.. Seg. de Cortés, ap. 
Lorenzana, p. 61 .. 

. enerafife 
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. They broughtwith .,them a body of five 'hund"red 
ta1nanes, or men 'of burden, 'to 'drag bis cannon, and 

. ,\trelieve his :own rorces fró~ this fatiguing .' part ' of 
their duty. '. 1 t was impossibl~ to ' d.efel" his depart­
urelonger; andafter mas~, and a solemn'" thanks- . 
giving. to the great Being. 'who had ·crowned their 
arms ·with triunlph, the Spaniards . hade adieu to the 

, i 

. ·quarte}·s· which .they had· Occul)ied rfor nearly thre'c' 
weeks on the hill' of 1'zompach." .:The strong~owe'r, . 

. ' . or teocalli, .. :which comma:nded it, was caIled,' in com­
memoration of their residence, ',' the tower of victo­
ry"; and ,the few' 'stones, which 8ti11 survive of its 

__ ~ ruil1s, point out to the eye 'of th~ traveller a. spot 

nI J\ 

ever 'memorahle' i·n history for o the courage and .con~ 

stancy of the ~a~~y. C~nquerors'~ de ,a' a " ', ' y Generalífe 
. . . . ~ . 

~ Herrera, Hist __ General,. dec. tyr; De Orbe Novo, dec. 5, cap. 2 .. 
2, lib. 6, cap.' 10. - Oviedo, Hist. ~ BernalDiaz, Hist. de la Con­
de las Ind ,MS., lib. 33, cap. 4. -' quista, cap. 72 -74.-" . Ixtlilxochitl t 

Gomara, "Cr6nica, cap. 54. - Mar- . Hist. Chich~, M8. ,cap . . 83. 

. ~ . ,- \ .. 

/1:. - '4 l. 
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Sp~NIAnDS. ENTER TrÜ,SCALA~--DESC~IPTION OF 'TRE C .. \PITAL.-

, ,ATTEAfP'!ED CONVERSION. -...;.. AZTEC EMBASSY. - INVITED TO Cno­
LULA.. 

. 1519 . . 

I 

THE city of ·.Tlascala, the capital of ' the republic' 
. . of the same name, l~y at .the distance of .about six 

--------~ leagues~rom ·the ,Spanish camp. .Theroad led into 
a hHly regi0I1:, exhibiting in every arable patch of 

. ! grdound bthe evidence of; Iaborhious cultivdation. ,'b?dyer 
• a eep arrancf!" or ravme,t eycrosse on a rI ge 

. 'DI ·" of stone, which, according to tradition, - a slippery 
authority, -is the same · still s~anding, and was con- . 
structed originalIy fo! th~ passage of the army.l They 

. . 

. passed sorne considerable to,vns on their toute, where 
they experienced a . [ul1 measure,of ludian hospital­
ity. As t~ey advanced, the approach to a populc?us 
city w~s int~mated by' the crowds ~hoflocked out to 

.. . 1 "Á distancia de un quarto de 
. legua caminando á esta . dicha ciu .. 

dad 'se encuentra una barranca 
honda, · q ne tiene para pasar un Pu­
en~e de . cal y canto de bóveda, y es 
tradicion en" el pueblo de San Sal­
vador, que se hi~o en aquellos dias, 
que estubo allí Cortésparaque pa­
sasse." (Viaje,ap. Lorenzana, p. , 

i 

• 

xi.) If the antiquity of this arched 
stone bridge could be established, 
it would settle a point much lnoot­
ed in respect tolndian ~rchitecture. 
But the construction of sosolid a 

'work in so short a time is a fac\ 
requiring a better voucher than the 
villaaers of San Salvador. o . 

Generalife 
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'see and welcome the,strangers.; meno and women in 
their picturesque dresses, withbunches ~nd wreaths 
of roses, which 'they gaye' to ,t4e Spaniatds, or fast­
ened to the necks ando ~aparisbns of their hor~es, in 

, the same m~nner , as at Cempoalla. , Pri~sts, with 
their white robe~,.and long ,'matted , tresses fIoating 
over them, mingled, in the 'crowd',scattering volumes 
of incense ' fro~ . their burnin'g ' censers. ' ,In this 
way, the multitudinous and motley procession defil~d 
th~ough t4e gates .of. ,the ancient capital of Tlascala . . ' 
It was the , twenty-third of September, 1519, the 
anniversary of,vhich is stil1 celebrated by the inhab-" 
itants, as a day of jubilee.2 . i 

~ ............... ~ The pres~ was now so great, that it ~as'with dif.· 
....... _ ficulty ,the police of ' the .' city coul~ clear' a passage 

for .. the army; while the azoteas, er flat terraced roofs ' 

JU ' T' 

~ . of th~ buildings, were covered . with ' spectators, .eager 
to catch a glimpse of the ,vonderfúl ' strangers. The 
houses . were ' -hung ',with festoons, of : flowers, ,and 
arche~ of verdant boughs, intertwined· with roses and . 

i . 

honeysuckle, were ' thrown across the s~reets.· The 
whole> population abandoned ,itself torejoicing;, ~nd ' 
the air was rent ,with s.ongs and-._shoutsof triumph 

. mingled wi th the wildmusic of, the · na tional 'instru- I 

ments, that might 'have excited apprehensions in the . 
breasts of the soldiery,had they not gathered .their 

, D Clavigero, StO? delMessico, that" m'ore tbari. a .hundred thou.· 
tom. m .. p. 53. . sand men fl~cked , out to ·receive . 

< ee Recibimiento el mas solene y the Spaniards; a, thing that ap- -
famoso que en el ·mundo se .ha vis- pears impossible," que parece cosa· . 
to," exclaims the> en~husiastic his- imposihle! · 1t do es indeed.Ca,., " 
tonan of tbe republic. He adds, : margo, Hist. de Tlascala, MS .. ' 

~eerafi 
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" peaceful import from' the assurance'of Marina, and 
íhe joyous countenances' of .the natives.' 

Withtheseaccompimiments, the proces'sion moved . 
along the ,p~lncipal streets to ' themansion o,f Xieo-

, tencatI,. the 'aged father of the Tlascalan" generaI"and 
'o~e 'of the' four ' 'rulers of the~republic. .Cortés dis­
mounted 'from his horse, to 'receive the' old chieftain's ' 
'embrace.' He ' was 'nearly 'blind

i

;' ,and, satisfied, as 
. far ':as he coul~,a .natural cu.riosity respecting th"e 
personof th~ Spanish general, by passing ·his hand 
over his features .. , Hethen led ,the way toa spa­
cious hall. in ·his palace, 'where 'a ,banquet was· served 

__ to· the·army. ' 'In 'the ,evening, they were shown lo 
·their quarters, in· ihe buildings and open 'ground sur-

--. raunding . ane of the principalteocallis; while the Gener life 
Mexican ambassadors, 'at the desire ' of C~rtés, ' hado 
apartments assigned them next to his ow,n, tbat he 
might the better watch' over their safety; in this -éity' 
of their enemies.,3 ... 

JU -T D[ 

Tlascala was ane of the most important and popu .. 
'IDUS towns on the,table-Iand.' Cortés, in ' his l~tter 
to the ' Erriperor, ' compares it , to. Granada, a~rniing, ' 
that it was lárger, stronger, and more populous than 
the Moorish capital, at the time of the conquest, and 
quite as ' well :,b~ilt.4 , But~ notwithstanding 'we are 

, .3 Sahagun, Hiat. de N neva Es­
paña, MS., lib. 12, cap. 11. -Re!. 
Seg. " de Cortés, ap. ' Lorenzana, 
p. 59.-Camargo, Hist. de 'Tlasca~ 

la, MS. -Gomara, Cr6nica, cap. 
54. -Herrera, Hist.General, dec.~ 
2, lib. 6, cap. 11. 

VOL. 1. ' 60 

, .. 

, 4" La qual ciudad es tan grande., 
y de tanta admiracion, que aunque 
mucho de lo, que de ellapodria 
decir, dexe, lo ,poco que ' diré creo " 
es ca"Si ' íricreible, porque es muy 
mayor' que Granada, 'y muy mas :. 
fuerte, y de tan buenos Edificios;' 
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assured byamostrespectable-writer at , the close of 
the last century, that its remains justify the assertion,5 
,We 'shall ,b~ sl<?w, to ' believe that its edific~s' could' 
have rivalled "those monuments 'of Oriental' ,magnifi-, 
cence, whose light, aeria~, fo~~s still survive' after' the 
lapse of ages, the ,ádmiration of every traveller of 

" sensibility ':lnd taste. ,The trt;lth is, that Cortés, like 
, Columbus, saw , objects' ,through· the "warmmedium 
of his own fond imagination, giving! them a,higher' 

,tone of coJoring 'and ' larger , 'dimensions than were 
strictly ,warrantedby the faet.' ,It wasnatural' that 
theman "\vho had niade such rare discoveries should 

__ ~unconsciously rnagnify their merits tohis own eyes; 
-- and to those of others. " 

, -

rrhe houses were built, for the most part, of mud 
or earth; the , better sórt of stone and lime, or bricks y 

, dried in the '~un. ',ffihey -were unprovided with doors 
or windo~s, but in t,he a pertures for ; the former 
hung mats fringed : wiih pieces -of copper -'or some­
thing ,vhich, ,by its tinl{ling SOUlld, ' would give notice 

, of, anyone'sentrance. ' The, I streets were ,nalTow' , 
and dark. ' The population 'must have ,been consid­
erable, if, as' Cortésasserts, thirty _' thousand ,souIs 
,vere oft.en gathered in the market -on , apublic day. 
These meét,ings were a sort of fairs, held, a~ usual 
in all t~e greát towns, every fifth d~y, - and ,attended 
by , ~he inhabitants , of~ the adjacent countr" .who " 

_ y de' muy mucha mas gente, que ' 5" En las Ruinas, que aun hoy ­
, Granada tenia al tiempo ~que se se vén en Tlaxcala, se con'oce, que 

gan6/' , Rel. Seg. de Cortés, ap. no es ponderacion." Ibid., p. 58. 
- Lore'nzana, p. 58. Nota del editor, Lorenzana. 
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