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coneeros oí life. ' His motives were pure and elevated.- But his man­
ner of enforcing t~em was not always s~ commendable.. This may be 
· gathered not only froID the testimony of the colonists generally, who, as . 
· parties interested, may ~e snpposed to have 'been prejudiced; but from 
ihat oC the members of his own profession, personshigh in office, and of 
· integrity beyond suspicion, not to add that · oC missionaries engaged in 
the same good work with himself. ' These, in'their lettera and reported 
conversations, charged the Bishop of Chlapa witb an 'arrogant, UD-

.' ~haritable temper, which deluded his " judgme~t, I and vented, itself in . 
. 'unwarrantable, crimination against snch as resisted his projects, or 
differed from him in opinion. Las 'Casas, in short, was aman. ,But, 
if he had tha,errora oC humanity, he 'had virtnes that rarely belong to 

· it. · The best ' commentary '00 Ihis character is the! estimation which 
he obtained in, the conrt' of his sovereign. ,A liberal pension was 
settled on him after his last return from Amenea, ,which he chiefly 
expended on 'charitable objects .. No measure of importance, relating 
to the Indians, ,was taken withaut, his advice.He' lived tO " 8ee' tba 
fruits of .. his alfans in the positiva amelioration oí tbeir condition, and 
in the popular admiesion of those great truthswhich it had been the 
objeet oí bis lira to unfold., And who shall 8ay how, much of tba 
8uccessful elforts and arguments since made in behalf of persecuted · 
humanity may be traéed to tbe example ~nd · the writings oC tbis iIlus .. 
triolls phi1anthropist 1 

'Bis compositions were numerous, most of them of no great lengtb • 
. Sorne were printed in histimé; others have aince appeared, especially 
io ' the French translation oí Llorente. I His great work, which occn­
pied him at intervals for more than tbirty yeara, tbe Histona General 
de la3 Indias, still remains in . manuscript . . It is in' three volumes, di .. 
vided into as many parta" and . embraces the colonial history írom tbe 
discovery oí the conntry by Colnmbus, to the year ' 1520. The 8ty1e of 
the work, like that of a11 his writings, is &\vkward, disjointed, and ex­
cessively di1fuse;, abounding in repetitions, irrelevant digressions, and 
pedantic citations. But it is sprinkled over with, passages of n differ­
ent kind; and, when he is roused by tbe desire ·· to'· exhibit sorne gross 
wrong to the-oatives, his simple Janguage kindles into eloquence, and 
he expounds those great and' immutable 'principIes of na.tural justice', 
which, in his own day, were so little understood. His ·, defect as a 
historian ¡s, that he wrote' history, like every thing else', under the in­
:f1uence oC ODe · dominant, idea. , He is always pleading tha cause 01 
tbe persecuted 'native. , This gives a coloring to eve~ts which passed 

. underhis own eyes, and filled' him ,\\·ith a .too easy'confidence in those 
" which he gathered from tha 'reporta oí othera. Much of tha preced­

ing portion of onr narrativa w hich relates to . afraira in Cuba mwn . . 
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have come under his personal observation. But he seems incapable oC 
shaking off his early deference to Velasqnez, who, as .w:e have noticed, 
trcated him, while a ,poor enrate in tba island, with peculiar confidence, 
ForCortés, on the other hand, ~e appears to have felt a profound con ... 
tempt.. He ,vi~nessed , the commencement oí his , ca:reer, when he ,vas 
standing, cap in hand, as it were, at tbe 'proud governor's door, thank­
fuI eyen ror. a smile of recognition. Las Casas' remembered all this, 
and; ,vhen he sa~ tha COll'queror of Mexico rise into a g]oryand re­
no,vn,.that threw his former patron into theshade,~and most unfairly, 
as Las, Casas deemed, at the expense oC that patron, ~ tha good bishQP 
could not withhold his indignation; Dor speak oí him otherwise thaD: 
with a. sneer, as a mere upstart adventurer. ' " , 

l .t was tba existence of defec~s like tbese, and the (ear oC the mis .. 
conception likely to be produced by them, tbat bave so long prevented , 
tha publication of his history. At his death, he .1eft ,it to tbe convent 
of San Gregorio, at Valladolid, with directions that it should not be 
printed for forty yeara, nor be seen during t11at time by any layman 01 

member oC tha fraternity. ' Herrera, ' however, ,vas perrnitted to con­
........ -- sult it, and he liberally transferred its contenta to his o\vn vo]umes, 

wh~ch appeared in 1601. ' Tha Royal Academy of History revised tho. 
first volume 'of Las Casas sorne years sinca,\vith a vie,v to tbe publica ... 

' tion of tbe \vhole work. Dut ibe indiscrcet and imaginative stylé or ' 
the composition, according to N avarreta," and the eonsideration that ita 
most, important facta, w~re already kno,vn through other channels, in­
duced that body too abandon the designo 'Vith deference to their 
judgment, it seems to me a mistake. Las Casas, with every deduction, 
is one oC tbe great wr~ters of tha nation; great from the important 
truths which he discerned when none else could see them, and from 
the courage ,,'ith which he proc1nimed them to the ,vorld.They are 
scattered over his History as well as his other \vritings. Theyare not, 
however, the passages transcribed by Herrera. In. the ,statement oC 
faet, too, however partial and prejudiced, no one will impeach bis 
,integrity; and, asancnlightened. contemporary·, his evidence is of 
undeniablevalue ... lt is dne to the memory oC Las Casas, that, ir his 
work be given to tha public at aH, it should nat be through the garbled 
extracts of one, \vho was no rair 'interpret~r of his apiniona. Las Casas 
doe~ not speak for himself in the courtl y pages of ' Herrera. Yet tha 

, Historyshould not be published without a suitable commentary to 
enlighten the atudent, and guard him against any undue prejudices in . 
the "vriter. We ,may hope that the entire manuscript ,vill , ona day be 

, given~tothe world under the auspiccs oC that distinguished body, which 
, has , alreadydone so much in this way Cor the illustration oC the natiana! 
~~. ~ 
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·The liCe oí Las Casas has been several times written. Tbe two 
memoira mostworthy ofnotice are that by. Llorente, late Secretary oC, 
the Inquisition, prefixed to his ,French translation of tha Bishop's con­
troversial writings, and that by Quintana, in' the third volume of his 
"Espanoles Célebres," ,vhere it presenta a truly Iloble specimen oC 
biographical composition, enriched by a literary criticism as acute as it 
is candid. -1 have gone to tha greater length inthis notice, from ';:' 
the interesting character of the man, and ·the Httle that is kno\vn oC 
him to the English reader. 1 have also transferred a passage from his 
.work"in the original to the Appendix, tbat tha Spanish' sc~olar may 
form an idea oC his sty1e 'oC composition. He ceases to be an author ... 
·ity for ns hereafter, as bis account oí the expedition oí Curtés termi­
. nates with the destruction of· the navy •. 
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M,aRCH , TO MEXICO. 

CHAPTER, l. 

PROCEEDINGS' ATCB;MPOALLA. - THE SPANIARDS CLIMB' THE TABLE­

LAND. -PICTURESQUE SCENERV.-TRANSACTIONS WITH TUE N, . 
TIVES. -EMBASSY TO TLASCALA. 

, " 1619 ' , ' " , , , · e Mon ; · tal d, la A hambra Generaife 
WHILE at Cempealla, Cortésreceived ,a message , 

n from Escalante,his commander , at Villa ' Rica, ' in-
forming him therewere four strange, ships hovering 

, off the coast, and that tlley ,took .~o llQtice of his re .. 
peated signals. This intelligence greatlyalarmed the 
general, who feared they might be a ,squadron sent 
by the"governor of Cuba, to interfere with, bis move­
ments. , In much haste, ~e '~et out at 'the headof a 

, few horsemen, and, ordering a party of light int:ntry 
to follow, posted back to Villa Rica. ' The , re~t of 
tbe arrny he left in charge of Alvarado and of Gon­
zal~ de Sandoval"ayoung officer; who had begun to 
give ',evidence of the uncommon qualities which have 

, secured to him so distinguished a rank among the 
conquerors of Mcxico., 
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Escalante would · have ·pe~suaded the general, on 
.. his .reaching !he to,vn, to take sorne resf,and allow 

h_im to go in search of ·.the strangers. But Cortés 
replied with . the homeIy proverb, '·"A wounded . hare 
takes no nap," 1 and, without stopping '10 refresh 
himself or his .. men, pushed on three or four leagues . 

. . to the north, · where> he understood the ships were at 
anchor. , On the 'Yay, .he fell . in- with thr~e Span.­
iards, just landed from them. To his eager inquiries 
whence ' they carne, they replied,' that they belonged 
to a squ~dron fitted~ out by Francisco de Garay,gov-

-----
ernor of · Jamaica. This, person,$e yearprevious, 
had .visited the · Florida coast, and .. obtained froni 
Spain - where -he had sorne -i~terest at court'-

-------- authority over the .countries he might discover iny Ge 
that vicinity. The three ~en, consisting of a notary 

[ 

and two witnesses, had: beensenton shorc.·towarn 
·their countrymen under Cortés to desist from what · -
:was ·· considered an encroachment on the. territories 
of Garay. ~. Probably neither the governor of Jamái-
'ca, nor his officers;hád anyvery precise . notion ·of. 

, the geography .and limits of these territori~s~. 
Cortés .saw at once there was -nothing to appre­

heÍtd from this quarter • .. He would have be en gIad, * . 
h~wever, if he cQuld, by any means, have induced the 
crewsof the ships to join bis expedition. ' He found 

. nodifficulty 'in persuading the notary and his com~ , 
. panions. ·-Bui·when he carne in sightof the vessels, ' 
the peop]e oli· board, distrusting the . good · . terms on 

1 "Cabra coxa no tenga siesta." 
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.' \vhich their comrades appeared to"be"\vith the Span­
iards,refused to send their boat ashore. In this · 

· dil~mma, Cortés .had ·recourse to a stratagem. 
He ·ordered three of his own ~en to exchange 

dresses with the n~w comers.' . He then drew off 
his little band' in sight ·of the vessels, affecting to . 
return to the city. . In the' night, however, he carne 
back to the same place;and lay in ambush, ditecting 
the' disguised Spaniards; when the ,morning' broke, 
and,·, they could be discerned, to make signals to 
those on' board. . The artifice' succeeded. . A boat 

· put off, filled · with armed men, and three orfour 
~.........,----=-~-=- leaped on shore. · But they soon detected the dec'eit, 

and Cortés, springing from his ambush, made them 
......... ------ prisoners.· ' . Their . comrades in the boat, alarmed, 

. . .. ... pushed off, ·at once,· for the vessels,. which soongot 

. lo! 

• under way, leaving those on ·shore to their fate. 
Thusended the afTair. ·Cortés returned to' Cempo­
alla, 'with the addition of half a dozen áble-bodied 

· .recruits, and, 'what was·of more importance, relieved 
. in his own mind from the . apprehension of inter-
ference with his operations.2 

' . 

.'He now made arrangements for his spee.dy depar- ' 
· .ture from the · Totonac capital. The fOl'ces reserved 
for: the expedition amounted to . about four hundred 

.. foot and- fifteen horse; with seven pieces of artillery. 
· . He · óbtained, also, thirteen hundred Indian warriors, 
anda. ~housand tamanes, or 'porters, froril the .,cacique 

• 
i Oviedo, Hist. de las Ind., MS., -BernalDiaz, Hist." de 'la Con­

lib. 33, cap. 1. - Re!. Seg. de quista, ca.p. 59, 60 • 
Cortés,ap. LorenZana, pp. 42 -;45 • 

• 
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of .. Cempoalla, ,to drag' the guns, and ,transp,ort the 
baggage. ' . He took forty' rn~re of their principál 'rnen 
as h~stages". as ·well as io guide him on the waj, and 
serve 'him by,their counsels amongo the 'strange tribes 
hé was tQ visit. , T~ey were, in fact, ~f. ·essenual 
,service to him thropghout, the march.3 

00' 

o 'o The remaind~r . <;lf ,his Spani~~' force 'he left in 
garrison. at Villa Rica 'de Vera Cruz, the command 
of 'which

o 

~e; had intrusted to ' the alguacil, Juan de 
Escalanté,' an '9fficer ,devoted to hjs interests. , ,.The 
seleptjon 'wa~ judicious. : It was imp~rtant, to place 

, there a'man :who, would resist ,any ho~tile int~rfer~ 
~- ence' from' hisEuropean rivals, on the one, hand, and 
____ o . ~aintain .thepte~ent, friendly relations with the na-

tives, on the other. ,Cortés .recornmended the Toto- Generalíf 
nac chiefs too apply oto this officer, in Gase of any 

, . diffi~ulty, assuring them, that, so' long ,as they re-
l mained faithful to ~heir new sovereign andreligion, 

they should "find asure protection 'in the Spaniards. ' 
:'0' . Before marching" the' general spoke 'a' few words ' 
of encouragement to .his own. ,.men. ' He ,told them, ' 
othey were ,now to embark"in earnest',on 'an enter­
prise, whichhad been the great óbject of their de­
sires; ,and, that the blessed Saviour wouldo 'carry, 
them victorious through every.,oattle with their , ene-

3 Gomara, Cr6nica, cap. 44. -' Cortés or Diaz~ But both tbese 
lxtlilxochitl, Hist., Chich., . MS.,,' actora in tbe drama show' too ob­
cap. 83~ - Bema,lDiaz, Hist.de ,viouen desire to magnify their own o 

la Conquista, cap. 61." . ' prowess, by exaggerating tbe Dum ... 
The number oí tba Indian aux... bera of their foes, and diminishing 

iliaries stated in tha text is much their own, to be enlitIed, to ' much 
larger than that allowed by either confidence in th1eir estimates. 
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mies. , '~Indeed," he added;." this assurance must 
be our stay, for every,other: refuge is now cut off, ·" 
but that " afforded by the ,Providence of God, and 
your 'own stout hearts." 4 , He ended 'by comparing 
their achievements to those' of the ,aneient Romans, 
"in phrases oí ,honeyed . eloquence 1 far beyond any 
.thing 1 c"an repeat," says the brave and siIl1ple-heart- ' 
ed chr~nicler ,~ho heard thero. ' Cortés was', indeed, 
mast~r of that elo.quence which went to the soldiers' 
healts., , ~or' their sympathies were his, and he 

'shared in that romantic spirit of adventure which 
belonged to tllem. ' "We areready toobey you," 
they cried as with onevoice. "Our fortunes, for , 
better or, worse, are . cast ,w~th yours." 5 Taking 
,leave, therefore, oí their hospitable" Indian friends, G f"+ 
. the little army" buoyant with high hopes and lofty . ener 11 1

' 

plans of c~nquest, 'set forward " on the march· to 
Mexico. 

, . 
It was the sixteenth of August, 1519. During 

the first day, t~eir road lay through the tierra cali­
ente, the bea.utiful landwhere they had been so long 

, lingering ; . the land of the vanilla, cochineal, cacao, 
(not till ~ater days .of the orange , and the sugar~ 

' cane,) prod~cts " which, indigenous to Mexico, hav~ 
now ~ecome the luxuries of Europ'e; ,the land where 
the fruits and the flo\vers chase one another in un .. 

4 e , No teniamos otro socorro, ni "5 e e y todos á vna ' le 'Iespon-
ayuda sino el de Dios; porque ya dínios, que hariamos lo que orde-, 

, no ,teniamos nauÍos para ir á Cuba, . nasse, que echada. estana la suerte 
'salvo nuestro buen ; pelear, y cora.. de la buena, 6 mala ventura." Loo. 
~ones fuertes." Berrial Diaz, Híste cit. : · 
de la Conquista, cap. 59. 
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broken circle through the 'year,;" where the gajes are 
·Ioaded ·: with ' perfumes till the "'sense aches at · their 
sweetness ;' and the . 'graves ar'e filled ' with many­
colored, birds;. 'and insects whose ena"melled wings 
glisten like diamonds iti· the bright sun oí. the tropics~ 
Su eh are the magical splendors of this paradise of the .' 
sens.es. Yet Nature, who generaIly works in ~. spirit 
of compensation, has provided .one here; since the . 
sanie ' burning sun, ~ which quickens irito Jife these 
glories' of the vegeta ble . and animal kingdorris, calls 
forth thepestilent malaria, with its train of bilious 
disorders, unknown to ·· the cold skies of the ·, North .. ---___ The season in which the Spaniards were ' there, the 

.......... ___ rainy months: of · sumIner, . wasprecisely that .in 
i . which the 'vómito rages with greatest ful'y; when y Gene . 

JUnTR 

• the European strangel1 hardIY¡iVenturfts to set his 
foot . on shore, still less to linger tllere a 4ay. We 

. [ . fihd no mention inade of it' in' the 'records· of the 
Conquerors~ Dor any notice, indeed, of an uncommon 
mortality . . The fact doubtless corroborates ' the the­
ory I)f those "who : postpone theappearance of the 
yellow fever ' 'till long \ after ' th~ ' 'occupation of the 
countryby the whites. It proves, at least, that, if 
exis~ing • before, it must have been in a. very. much 

. mitigated forme . . . . . 
Aft,er ' sorne Ieagues of travel over ' roads ' made ' 

. nearly impassable by the ' sum~er rains, the troops 
began the \ . gradual aseent - more gradual on· the 
eastern than ·· the western declivities ~f the' Cordil .. . 
leras ~ which leadsup. te> the table-Ia~d of M~xico. 
At the close of the second day, they reached Xala':' 

I 
) 
f 
I 

~ 

\ 

\ 

j 
0 , 



·" I 

p, 
i 

.~ 

,CH. l.] THE SPANIARDS CLIMB ,THE TABLE .. LAND. ~395' 
'¡ 

, , 

,pa, a place still rét~ining ' the 'same Aztec' narne" that 
·.jt has· communicated to , the drug "raised in itsenvi­
rons, the medicinal virtties of"which"are now ltno,vn 
,throughout the world.6 . This town stands 'midway , 
up the long aseent, at an elevation w:here the va­
'pors from the ocean, t9uclling in their '\v'esterly pro­
gress, mainta~n a rich verdure throughout , 'the , yeat. 
Though ' somewhat infected with' these marine ,fogs, 

, . theair is usually bland and salubrious. The 'wealtllY 
resident· of the l~wer regions retires here for safety 
in tIle heats.of summer" and ' the' traveller hails its . 
graves of oak with delight, ,ás announcing that he is 
aboye ~he deadly influence 'c;)f the vÓlnito.7 From 
thisdelicious spot, the Spaniards enjoyed ,one of the 
grandest prospeets in nature. . Before t~em~as the G . . r 
steep .. aseent, - mueh . steeper . after thIS ·pomt, _ enera I e 
which¡ they were ,to climb. On the' right rose ' the 
SiernaMadre, girt witll its dark belt of pines, and 
its long lines ·of shado,vy llills stretclling away in tIle 
distance. To the south, in brill~ant contrast,' stood 
the ' mighty Orizaba, with his white r~beof snow 

.' descending far down' his sides, towering in solitary 
grandeur, the ' giant spectre o( the Andes. , Behind 
them, théy beheld, unrolled at their feet, the magnifi-

. 
, ' 6 J alap, Convolvulus jalapte . . The lidity, like others of the period 

, ~ and j are convertible consonante built under the sama auspices, saya ' 
in the Castilian. ' an agreeable traveller, a military 

7 :. Theheights of Xalapaal'e as well as religious design. " Tu .. 
crown'ed with ti convent dedicated dor's Travels' in N orth America, 
to . St~ .' Francis~ erected in later (London, 1834,) vol. 11. p. 186. 
days. by COltés;~ho,ving, in ita so-



. . ,. . 

, . 

396 MARCH o TO ' MEXICO. · [Boox 111. 

cent tierra caliente, with'itsgay conftision.of mead·. 
ows,'strea'ms, and . flowering" forésts; sprinkled over 
with shining . J~dian · villages ; ' 'while . á faint 'Jine of 
light on ·· the . "edgeof . the horizon ~ toldthem that 

. fuere was the ocean, 'beyond .. which were "the kin­
dred. and country-they 'were, many·of. thero never 

, more to see. " \ 
, Still winding their way upward, arnidst scenery as t 

. different .as was , the , temperature fl'om that of the 
regio~s pelow, the armypassed through settlements 
containing ~ome . hÚildreds of inhabitants each, and 
on the fourth day reached a - "strong town," as 

______ ~ortés . terms . i~, standing on a rocky ' ~minence, 
súpposed to , be that now known by the Mexiean 

--------- name of ,Naulin~o. Here . they ·. werehospitably 
'. entertained by the inhabitants, who , ,vere friends 

. J. l1T1\ DI .J\ 
of the Totonacs. Cortes endeavoured, ·through· fa .. 
ther ~lmedo, to ·impart to ihem sorne ItDowledgeoof 
Christiap. , truths, i which were · kindly received, and 

. o, 

, • • o. ~ 

the ' Spaniards ,were allowéd to erect a cross in ' the.· 
place, forthe future ·adoration of the ·natives. In'· 
~eed, · the route · of the army might be tracked by' 
these emblems of man's salvation, raised wherever a '. o 

willingpopulation of Indians invited it, sugg~sting a, 
very different idea from what the sa~e · memorials 
inttmate to the travelle¡:. in these mountain solitudes ' 
i:n our day.8 

'- . . ' 

.~ ~ • • ... • M 

8 Oviedo, Hist. de las Ind., MS., tlilxochitl, ·~ist. Chich.,MS., cap 
' < lib. 33, cap. 1. - Re!: Seg. de .83. . . ' 

CorLés, ap . . Lorenzana,p. 40. - "Every hundred yards oC our 

Gen ralife 

Goma.~a, Cr6nica, cap. 44. -: Ix-. Joute," saya the traveller last quot-· .' . . . 

'. o 
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The troops noW entered ~a . rugged defile, .the Bish~ 
op"s' Pass, ·9 as it is .,called,\ c~pable. of ' easy. defen~e 
against . an° army. .Verj .. soon, they: ,experienced a' 

niost unwelcome ' change . of clirriate. .., Cold winds 
fl·om;.the mountains, . mingled with rain, and, as they 
rose still higher,with driving sleet .and haH; drenched 
their 'garments, and . seemed to penetrate " to their 
very bones. The Spania~ds, indeed, ~ partially . cOV¡o. 

ered bytheir ',armor and thick,'jackets '<?f · quilted cot­
ton, :were better . able to resist the weather, though 
their long · residence . in. the ' sultry. regions ' .of the 
valley made them' still keenly' sénsibleto' the annoy .. 

....... ___ -=--== ance~ But the poor In'dians, natives of the tierra 

" 

..-------:... 
~alie.nte, with little ;protection in ' fhe way.of ·cover .. 

[ 

ing, sunk. under tp.~ ·rude assault" of the ·. clements, 
and several oí them .. p'erished on the road~ 

' The aspect of the. country was as wild and dreary 
as,'· tlle climate. Their ronte wound along. the spurof:, 

.~ the huge Cofre de ,Perote, ' which borro,vs its name;1 
both in Mexican and' Castilhin, from the coffer~like 
rockon its ·sumrnit.10 

! It isone' of the great voi. 
canoesof New Spain. Itexhibits . now·, indeed,; ' 

ed, speakingof this'very region,~ . 10 The Aztecname is N auhcam. 
" was ' marked by tbe melanchQly patepetl, fromnauhcampa; · " any . 
erection' of a wooden cross, de~ thing square," and tepetz, " a moun-
. noting, 'according to the cu'stom oí. tain." - Humboldt, 'who waded 
the :country, lhe 'commission oC throngli forests and ijDO\VS :to its 
eome horrible murder on the spot summit, ascertained its height to be 
where it ,vas planted." . Travels 4,089 'metres = 13,414 feet, aboyo 
ID N orthAmerica, vol. 11. p. 188. thesea. · Sea his V ucs des Cordil ... 

9 El Paso del , Obispo. Cortés leres, p. 234; and Essai Politique, 
named it Puerto ",del' Nombre dé . "vol. l. 'p~ ~6G. ' 

. Dios •. 'Vi~je, ap.:Lorenzana, p. ii. ' ' 

Generalife 
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. no .vestige of a ' crater 'on i~s top,but abundant traces 
of vol~anic ·action 'at .·its base,where acres of lava, . 
blackened . Iscorire, and cind~ts, pro~laim tJIe CODvuI-

. SiODS' of nature, ;whilenumerous shrubs and, moulder- . 
ing' trunks of enormous trees,among the. crevic~s', . 
attest the antiquity of . these events. W orking their 

. toilsoÍne ~ay 'across this scene ofdesolation, the path 
often led .' them along the ~orders of precipices, . do~ 

, whose . sheer depths of two' or. three~ thousand feet 
'·the . shrink.ing eye might beholdanother climate, and 
,· see all the' gIowing .. : vegetation of the tropics chok-
ing. up th~ bottom Qf the ravines. ,· . \ , 

After three days of thi,s fatiguing travel, theway- . 
. wom army. emerged through another defile, the Sier-. 
fa del Agua.ll They soon· carne :upon an open reach Gen 
ofcount~y, . with a genial ,climate, .such as belongs to 

. the · temperate latitudes of southern Europe.· .. They 
. . U .' . 1\ D[ R n ,liad reached the level~ of more thanseven thousand 

.. ........ 

~ •. 

,- " , . . , 

1" .. ';' .. ' . 

, ." ' ( \ ,: .. ~ " . . :: . .. 
}.i ...... " .. . :. ,: '.':. " .. '. ' .~. . . .. 
"::: ~ :. - ' . '. ' , ', . ' . 

.' . feet aboye the ocean, where the great sheet of table-
land spreads out for hundredsof miles ' along , the · 
'erests of the Cordilleras. , ·The conntry showed signs 
oí. carefulcultivation" but the products were, for the 
most part, not familiar to th~ eyes of the Spaniards. 
Fields . andhedges of . the various tribes of thecac­
tus, ' the towering, orgal1um, ~nd' plan,tations of ' aloes 
with. rich yellow ' clusters of, flowers ~on their. táll 
stems,. "affordingdrink . and clothing toth~ Aztec, . 
were . everywhere seen. The' plants ·of . fue t<;>rrid 

.,1 ," 

.11 The sama mentioned in., Cortés' Letter as tha Puerto de la Leña. 
Viaje~ ap. Lorenzana, p~ iü. 

.' 
. . :,. 

ti fe 
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and te~perate , zones.·, had di~appeared, one ' after 
, another, with th~ asce~t int.o thes'e • elevated regions. 

The, gI9ssy and dark-Ieave<l, banana, ' th.e chief, as it 
is tbe cheapest, aliment of the cou~.tries · below, had . 

• long since faded from the landscape • . ,: The 'llardy 
maize, llowever, ,still . shone with its golden barvests 
in ~ll the pride of cultivation, the great stáple ,of the 
higher; , eq1,lalIy with th~ lower , terr~ces of the, pla~ 
tean. . 

Sudde'nly the troops cam~upon what ,seemed ~e , 

~nvi,rons 'of a p~pulou~ city, which, as they entered 
it, a:ppeared to , SUI'pass even , that of Cempoalla in 

--- ' tlle size and solidity of its structures. 12 These wer~ 
oí stone and lime, many of them,spacious and toler-

, ,abiy,: high., ~he~e were thirteen teocallis in th~ 
place; andin the suburbs they had seen a recepta- Generalífe 

, ele, ,in which, ,according to Bernal Diaz, were stored ' 
, 

a hundred thousand. skullsofhuman victi~s, allpiled 
,and ranged in: order!, He reports th~ ' number, as 

R D[ 1\T1 
oJ;le 'he had ascertained bycounting them himself.13 ' 

Whatever faith we may attach to the precise accu,ra- , 
cy of his figures, the result is almost equally start-
'ling. , The Spaniards were destined 'to become fa-

~ _,) , ~" Now known by the eupho.. 13 Puestos tantos Iimero's de cal-
riiona Indian Dame oC Tlatlauqni.. :aueras de muertos, que se podian 

, ' tep~c. ' ' (Viaje, ap. Lorenzana, p. ,bien contar, segun el concierto con 
iv. ) It is the CoeotZa" of Bernal ' que esta.uan puestas, que me pare:-

' Diaz. (Hist. de , la Conquista, ce que eran mas de cien mil, y digo 
, " cap., 61.) , The old Conquerols , otra vez sobre cien mil." Ibid.'­

made sorry work with the Aztec , ubi supra. 
names, both'of plaées and persona, 
fo~r .. w~ic~ t~ey mustbe allowed tu 
have had ample apology." , ' , • ' 
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miliar wi~, this appaIling spectacle, as they 'ap­
proached ,nearer to 'the Azt~c capital. ' 
,The lord ,qf ,the.,town ~led over ,t,venty , t~~usand 

vassals. " He was tributaryto Montezuma" , and a 
, str~llg Mexican garrisonwas quartered in t~e place. , 

He had probably been advised of ~he approach of 
.the:' Spanié!-rds; ,and . ~~upted how' .far it. would be . 
welcome to his sovereign.· Atall events, he gave 
them a cold ~ec~ption, the more-:'unp~latable after the 
extraordin'ary sufferings of the last few days. . T~ 
the o inquiry,of Cortés, 'whether, he were subject ,to 
Montezuma, h~ answered, ~ith real or áffected sur-

_~ prise, ',e Who ¡s' there tbat ¡SO not ? vassal to Monte­
zuma·,'? o" 14 The ,general" told him, 'with' someem-

. phasis,that he was noto He then .explained whence ·Generalife 
ando why he carne, assuring him that he s,erveda 
monarch who had princesfor his vassals as powerful 
as the ' Aztec monarchhirri~elf. ' ' o , \ , , 

~ . " , ' I ' 

1'he,' cacique" in turn (ell : nothing, shC?r~ o of the " 
Spaniard" in th:e pompous displayof the ' grandeur, , 
and résource~ of ,the, ID,dian emperor. , ~e told bis 

.. guest , "that Moritezu~á , c~uld muster: ' thirty great -o 

vaSsals, each 'master oí a hundred 'thousand men ! 16 o ' 

o 14 "El qual casi adulirado de]o Ind., MS., lib. 33, cap. l.) This " 
que le preguntaba, me respondi6, marvellous tale is gravely repeated " 
diciendo; ique quien noeravasal- by more tban 'one -Span~8h writer, ' o ' 

lo de Muctezuma 1 queriendo decir, in their accounts of the Aztec mon­
que 'allí, era Señor del Mundo~" , archy, not '~ , the assertit~n of ibis o 

Rel .. Seg. d~ Cortés,ap. Lore,nza- ' chief, butas a veritablc'piece afata-
na, p. 47. ' , .' tistics •. See, among others, Herre-

15 "Tiene mas de 30 Príncipes , la, Hist. General," dec .. 9, lib. 7, 
á sí subjectos, que cada uno dcllos cap. 12, ~ Solís,Conquista, lib. 

, liene cient mill hombres é mas de , 3, cap. ,16. ' 
pelea." (Oviedo, Hist. , de las 

" ' . . . 
. ~., . 
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Bis revenues ~ere immense, as every subject, now­
ever poor, paid some~hing.They' were all expended 
; on hismagnificent state, and in support of his ar~ 

mies. These were ,continually in the field, while 
garrisons were maintai~ed in most' Df the large cities 
of ,the empire. ' More than twenty ,thousand victims, 
the fruit of his \Vars, were annually sacrifiéed on the 
altars of hls gods! ,His 'capital, the cacique' said" 
stood in a lake, in the centre .of a spacious valley. ' 
~he lakewas commandedby tlle , emperor's vessels, 
and the approach to the city was by ~eans of cause-
ways, several miles long, connected in parts by 
wooden 'bridges, which, when raised, cut ,o'ff all com- ' 
munication' wiih the country. Sorne other thíngs he.' 
added, . in answer to :querie~ of. his guest, inwhich, . ner ,life 

. as the , reader' may imagine, the · crafty, 'or <?redulous 
cacique varnished over the lruth with a lively colo~- . 

1\ ing of omance. ' Whether romance, or reality, the 
Spaniards could not determine. ' The particulars they 
gleaned were not of a · kind to ' tranquillize ,their 
minds, and might well have madebolder hearts than 
theirs pause, ere they advanced. But fár ' from ¡t. 
" The, words which we heard,'" says ;the stout. oId 
cavalier, so often quoted," however they may have 
filledus with wonder, m~de , us ...-. such is the te~per 
of th~Spaniard - only the more earnest to p~ove . 
' the adventure, desperate ,as it might appear." 16 

. 16 Bemal Diaz, Hist" de la Con... narrative,which may provoke a 
. . quista, cap. 61. . . emite, -not a aneer, fo~ it is min-
, There is a slight ground-swell glcd with too much real courage, 

of glorification · in tho Captain's and plicity oC character 

VOL. l. 51 
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, , ;, In a ' further conversation"'Cortés inquired , of,the 
chief, whetherhis ' country ·abounded in gold, and in-

.. timated a desire totake hórne . sorne, as speci~ens. to 

.' 'his sovereign. " 'But Jhe Indian lord declined . to give 
him any, ', saying it mighf displease . Montezuma. ' 
"Should he command it," 'he added, "rnygold, ~y 
pers'on, . and all . Ipossess, . shall ~ be at 'your dispos­
al." . The~general 'did no! press the matter further. 
" . The curiosity of 'thenatives was ~naturally excited 
by the strange dresses, wea pons" horses, . and dogs , ,of 

. the Spaniards. , Marina, . in satisfying their inquiries, 
took 'occasion :to m'agnify the prowess of her ad~pted 

----- . co~ntrymen, expatiating ,on ' theit exploits ' and , victo~ 
~ .. 

" 

ries, ando stating th'e .. extraordinary marksof resp'ect 
. they had receive~ froni Montezuma. ,. This intélli-. ne', a' ife 
, ge~ce see~s toe hav~ had ~t~ .. effect;· for soon after, , 

the cacique gave the general , ,sorne curious' trinkets 
, of gold, of no grea't value, indeed, but as a · testimony 
', of his " good-will. ,; He " se'nt him, also, some female 

~slayes t~ prepare bread tfor the troops, and supplied 
~he means . of, refreshment and repose, more ' impor­
ta~t to them; in the · present juncture, than aU · the 
gold ofMexico.17 

, ·The, · Spanish general, ·as ~sual, . did ' not neglect 
tbe occasion ,to inculcate the> 'great truths , of revela­
tion ~on , ' his host, and to display' the,': atrocityof; the 
Indiansuperstitions~ .. : Th~ . caciqu~·· Jistened with 

, . ,1 • , 

.';' 17For tha precedingpages, be .. ' Chich,., MS., cap. 83, ....... Gomara, 
sides ' authorities cited·. in course, Cr6nica, cap. 44, - Torquemada, , 
seePeter Martyr, De Orbe Novo" Monarch. Ind., lib .. 4, cap. 26. 
deo. 5, cap. 1, ~Ixtlilxoch.itl, Hist . 

... . . 

, . 
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1!ivii, but cold , indifference: ' " Cortés, finding him. un- ' 
moved, turned ~riskly ' round" to ::his soIdiers, exclaim­
ing that no,v wasthe time" toplant the Cross! They 

, . eagerly ,seconded his ' pious purpose, and the same 
, scenes mighthave 'been , enacted as at Cempoalla, 
'"vith,perhaps, 'very different. results,- had not father 

" ' Olmedo, with betíer judgment, interposed. He r~p­
' ,r~sented that to : i~troduce ,the Cross among the na- , 

, . tives, i~ their present state of ignorance ' an4 incre­
dulity, would 'bó to ,exp~se the sacred symool to dese-

, , cration, so soon as the backs of the, Spaniards ,vere 
. turned. ', The only way was to wait patiently the· sea­
son , when ' . more leisure' should be atrorded to instil 

, inta tlleir mindsa 'kno,vledge of 'the ,trutli. ' ,' The so-

..... 

-- ber reasoning of the goodfather prev~iled ' over. the Gen · ralife 
i passions of themartiaCenthusiasts. .. . . . 

• . It was fortunate fol' €ortés; that Olmedo was not 
one 01 those frantic friárs, who ,vould 'have 'fanned 
,his fiery temper on such occasions into a blaze~ It 
migllt · have had a most disastrous infIuence 'on his 
fortunes ,; for he held all temporal consequenc'cs light 
in, cOlnparison with the great work of conversio'n, to 
\effec~ which the ,unscrupulousmindof the soIdier, 
trained to tlle. sterÍl discipline of the camp, would 

,have etnployedforce, whenever fair . means were in-
.. , effectual.18 , But Olr.nedo belonged to that class of 

benevolent niissionaries-of ,vhom ihe Roman Cath- ' 
olic church, to its ,credit, has . furnished many exam-

,18 The general clearly beloriged 
to the church militan t, ,mentioned 
by Butler; 

, : '* Such as ito build thoir (aith llpon 
The holy text oC pike and gun; . 
And prove their doctrinos orthodox 
By apoljtoUc blo\V.I 'and knocU." 
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ples,~ who ~ely on spiritual '\Veapon~ for thegreat 
, work, inculcating those ,doctrin,es oí. love ,and merey" 
which can best touch tbe sensibilities and win the 
affections of their, rude au~ience., ,These, indeed, 
are the true weapons of th~ ,C~urch, the ,veapons, 
employed in the prirpitive ages" by, which it has 
spread its peaceful banners over the farthest regions 

'of the 'globe. Such' were not the means used by 
theconquerors of America, who, 'rather adopting ~e 
policy,of the victorious Moslems in their earlY.career, 

. carried. with them the sword :in, one hand- and, the' 
Bible in'. the other •. 'They imposed "ooediellce ,in:~ , 
'~matt'ers Qf. , faith~ no les~ than of government,,. on the, 
vanquished, little ,heeding whether the conversion . , 

were genui~e, so thatit conformed to the outwardGeneralife 
, observances of the Church. Yet the seeds thus reck- , 
Ies.sly scattered ,must have pe"rished but for the ~~s- ' 

D sionaries of their. own nation, who, in later: times, ' , 
worked over the, same gronnd, living among the Iri- , 
.,dians as bretbren, and, by long and patient culture, 
enabling the germs oftruth to take root and fructify 
in their hearts. .. , .. ' , ' 

, , 

,,' The Spanish commander remained in the city four 
,"or fiv~' days ,t~ recruít his fatigued, and famished 

forces ;,and the" modern ,Indians still point out, or 
, did, at the close of the last' century, a venerable, " 

/ ''',.' , 

, cypress, under, .the /"branches of' which was tied. the 
horse of the Conquistador,- the Conqueror,' as 
Cortés wás, styled, "par excellence.1o ,' Their raute 

iD' ''''Árbol ~nde, dicho ahue~ 'of Linnmus. Sea Humboldt, Es. 
huete. ", ,(Viaje, ap. Lorenzana, Bai Politique, tom. TI. p. 54, note. 

,p. ili.) The' ~pre$$U8 dilticha 
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now opened on a broad and verdant' valley, watered 
" by' a noble stream, ~ a 'circumstance oí. not too fr~-' 

quentoccurrence on the 'parched t~~le-lqnd o,f New 
Spain.'" The soil was well , protected ' by woods,'a 
thingstill rarer at the present da;; since the invaders, 
soon aft~r the Conquest, 'swept away, th'e magnifi­
cent growth of' timber, rivalling that of'our Southern' 
and Western States in 'variety and beauty,',.which 

, covered the plateau under the Aztecs.20 

: AlI along ·' the river,~ on', both ' 'sirles. of it, a~' un-
broken line' of ' Indian dwellin'gs, "so near as almost 
to touch oneallother," extended f~r three or four. 
leagues;\ arguing a' population much denser tban at 

'present.21 On a rough ' andrising ground stood a 
tOwn,that · might contain five or six thousand inhab-' y Generalífe 
itants, cornmanded . by a fortress, 'which, with its 

, walls \ and -,trenches, seemed to theSpaniard~ quite 
'TR DI "on a l~ve¡' with 'similarworks in ;Europe." ' Here 

the troops again halted, and met With friendly treat­
' ment.22 ' 

m It is the sama taste which has lora de la. premiere anivée des Es­
made the Castiles, the , table-Iand pagnols, toute ,cette cote, depuis la 
of~he Peninsula,'so naked ofwoodo riviere de Papaloapan, (Alvarado) , 
Prudential reasons,' as well aS,taste, jusqu'a Huaxtecapan, était plus 
however, seem to have operated in , habitée et mieu%. cultivée qu'elle 
Ne\v Spain. : A friend oC mine on ,ne l'est aujourd'hui. Cependant a " 
a visit tó a 'noble hacienda, but un- mesure qua les conquérans moa­
commonly barren of trees, was in... terent au platean, Hs trouverent les 
formed by tho proprietor that they villages plus rapprochés les , uns 
were, cut down tQ prevent the lazy des antres, les champa divisés en 
Indiana on ' tha plantation írom portions , plus petites. le peuple 
wasting their time by loiteriog in plus policé." 'Humboldt, Ess~ 
their ahada!· I P lOtO t 11 202 o 1 lque, om. . p. • 

21 It confirms the , observations , 22 The correct ' Indian name oC 
of M,¡ de Humboldt. "Sans'daute , tbe town, Yxtacamaxtitlán, Yztaa-
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. ~. Cortés now determined. his'· future line of march .. i , 

A~" the las~-. place' he 'had ' been 'counselled :by the' 
natives . to take· .the route . of' the ancient·· ··city of 
'Cholula, the ~ inhabita:nts of ' w~ch, subjects of Mon­
tezuma, were a' mild . ,race, ' devoted :to ' ,mechanical 
and . other peaceful arts, and would be likely to en~ 
tertain him kindly" Their CempoaJlan ,alIies; how­
ever, advised the'Spaníards 'notto trust' the ·CholÚ­
l?lDs, "a .false . and ' perfidious ::.people,"¡·but' to. take 
the road . to Tlascala, that .· valíant ; lit~le republic, 
whi~h had solori'g" fuaintained its ' independence ' 
against . th~ arms .· of, Meíxico . . . -', The , peoIJle' were 
frank as ·they were fearless, :andfair in their dealings''-
.Theyhad always been on terms of ·aniitywíth the .' 
:Totonacs, which afforde'da strong guaranty for their. eneralife 
amicab~e 'dispositioil ' on . the [present 6ccasion.·· . ' .' . 

"D : 1\ ' O- 'The arguments of his lndian, allies pfeváiled With ' 
the . Spanish commander, 'who' resolve~ to propitiate 

. ..,; - . 

· . the good~,vill of the Tlascalansby aÍl embassy. ' : He 
selected four of the principal Cémpoal1ans for ·· this~, . 
and se~t by them a martial gift, - .a cap of crimson 

.' 'cloth,' together with a swordand 'a crossbow, weap- -
~ ons, which, it was observed, " ex~ited · general admira- · 

. \ , . . . -
: tion ' among . the natives. He ' added'a, letter, in 
. which he asked ·.· permission 'to O pass · thróugh . tbeir 

, éountry. : 'He expres$ed hls 'admiration oí the valor 
¡., . ' . ' 1 ' :', .... . . 1 , •. • 

. " .. ' 

mtUtitan oC Cortés, .will· hardly be' are still visible remams oC carved 
recognised in .. tba Xalaci71go . oC ' 8ton~s oC larga dimensio'ns, attest- . 
Djaz. The tówn"was removed, in ... ing ·.tba elegance oC the · ancient 
1601, from tba, top of thehill to fortress 01 palace ·or tba cacique • 
. tbe plain. 00 tha original site Viaje, ap.Lor.en~na, p. v .... 
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. ofthe Tlascalans, and,of their long'resistanceto 
the " Aztecs, "whose proud ,: empire ,hedesigned . to 
humble.23

. , , It ,was "not to ,be '~xpected that this ', 
epis·tle, . indited in good Castiliari,wouldbe very · 
'int~lligible to , ihe ,Tlascalans. ' 'Bllt ' Cortés 'cornmu-" 
nicated its import tO \,~the am~assadors. Itsinyste- ' 
rious characters might "impress the natives ~ith an ' 
ide~1of superior intelligence, and' ·the letter serve, 
instead of those . hieroglyphical 'missives w hich formed 
the uS\lal credentials of. an ludian ambassador~24 

, . 

,The 'Spaniards remained three ,days in this ' hos~ 

.. 

pitableplace, after the departure of the " envoys, : 
.AIIIIIiII __ - ~hen they,re'sumed their progr~ss. AIthough ." in-a ·., 

friendly, coun~ry, they marched 'always as if in- a land -, . 
'. ' . of~ .ene mies, the horse and light troo~s in ' the van, y Generalife, 

. " wIth the · heavy-armed and .baggage m~he rear, ~l, . 
a inbattle array.They were never wlthout . theu . 

, I arJ;llor, waking' or sleeping, .Jy~ng , down . with ' their :' 
weapons bythe~r sides. ' This uniI.ltermitting and ', 

, ,testless ,vigilance: was, perhaps, mo~e ,oppressive to' 
the spirits than even bodily fatigue.. But they were 

, ,confident in tlleir superiority in a fair field, and felt 
'· that, ~he most serious danger they had·to fear ,from 

Indianwarfare' 'was surprise. . "W e are 'íe,v against ' 
~ many, brave companions," Cortés would say to 
them; . "be prepared, then,\ not as jf you were going 
to 'battle"but as if actuallyinthe midst.of it! ~'25 

. . 
i3 "Estas cosas y otras de gran . 24 . Far an account oC tite diplo.. I 

persuasion contenia la carta, pero matio usages ~f the people of An-
como . no sa.bian leer no pudiéron ahuac, see Ante, p. 44. , , 
entender lo . que contenia. " .' Ca.· 25 "Mird., senores campaneros, 

'margo, Hist. de Tlascala', MS.. ya veis que somos pocos, hemos 
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. Th,e road :tá~en ' by the Spaniards was the same 
which ato present leads to Tlascala; notthat, how~ 

" ever, us,ually follow~d in passing from Vera Cru"z to 
. thecapital,whichmakes a · circuit · considerably to 

the south, towards . Puebla, in the neighbourhood of 
the aneient ~holula. · Theyrnore than once forded 
the stream ·· that rolls , through this beautifuI plain, . 
lingering severa} · days on the .way,jn ~hopes of re­
ceiving an answer from the ·Indian· republic'. The ' 
unexpected dela y of . the messengers could not be· 
explained" .and occasióned ,sorne uneasiness.,'· 

As they advanced into· a country of ·rougher and 
...:::......-____ ~--,.... ~ bolder features, their progress was· 8uddenly 'arres~ed 

by a remarkable fortification~ ·It was a stone wall 
nine feet in height, 'and twentyin , thickness, with a Generafife 
parapet, a foot ,and a half broa'd,raised on the sum- , . , .' 

. . ~it for the protection',of those who defended it. It 
JUnTR D[ 'J\n bad ·onlYone · opening, in 'the centre, ' mad~ by tw~ 

· semicircular lines of wall overlap'ping each otller for 
the space of forty paces, and affórding apassage-way 

· between, ten 'paces 'wide, so ·· c6ntrived, tlierefore, as 
tq be perfectly cornmanded. by the inner wall. ·"This " 
fortification, which extended ! more than tW!J leagues, 
rested at either end on the , bold ,natural buttresses ~ 
form~,d , by the sierra • . The work· wasbuilt ,of ¡m-,. 
mense blocks of stones nicely laid together without 

· cement; 2G ,antl :the remains still existing, , among . 
,..-. ' " 

~. •••• • I • ,._ 

de estar ~iempre tan apercebidos, · hazar ouenta que · estamos ya en la 
y aparejados, como si aora. viesse-, batalla con ellos." Bemal Diaz, . 
mos venir los contrarios á pelear, Hist. de la Conquista, cap. 62. 
y po solamente vellos venir, sino . 9JAccording to the writer lut , 

, 4 
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which are rocks" of the '. ' whole ' breadth of the ram­
part, fully attest its solidity and size.27 

." This singular structure,\ marked the limits of Tlas­
cala, an~l was intended, as the natives told the 
.Spaniards, as a barrier .against the·Mexican inva­
sions. . ,The army paused, . :filled . with amazement at 
the 'contemplation of ' .this Cyclopean .monument, 
which naturally suggested ' reflectio~s au ' the strength 

.. ' and resources of the people who had raised it. · It 
'caused ~h'em, too, sorne painful solicitude as to the 

· probable result. of their mission to Tlascala, · aÍld 
their own consequent re~eption · there . . But they 

______ --- were too \ . ~angui~e to allow such uncomfortable sur ... 
mises long' to d'Y~ll in. theirminds. · .' Coit~s put 

~------ himself at the he<l;d oí his ·· cavalry, and calling · out, Geeralife 
· "Forward, soldiers, the Holy . Cross ~s our. . banner, 
· ,~nd' under that we shall conquer," led his -lit~le army 

. DI 1\ through the undefended passage, · and in a few 
momen~s they · trod the soil of the freerepublic of 
Tlascala.29 

oited, the . atones . we~e held by a, have been ,very Buceessfu). . It is 
cement so hard thnt the men could a pity, that his map illustrating tha 
Bcarcely break i~ 'with their pikes. . itinerary ·sho':lld · be so worthless. ' 

... (~ist. dé, la. Conquista, ; cap~ 62.)' 2SCamargo,'·Hist. de Tlascala, 
, But the contrary s~atement, in the MS. -' Gomara, . Cr6nica, cap. 44, 

general's letter, ia confirmed by 45. - Ixtlilxochitl, Hist. Chich., 
,the present appearance oí the wall. · MS., cap. 83. --Herrera., Hist. 
Viaje, a.p .. ~orenzana, p. VÜ... General, deo. 2, lib. 6, cap. 3.-

. '. '.11 Viaje, ap. Lorenzan~, p. vü. 'Oviedo, Hist_ de las Ind., MS.~ 
. The attempts oí the Archbishop lib. 33, cap. 2. - Peter Martyr, 

10 identify the. routa oC Cortés De QrbeNovo, deo. 5, cap. 1. 
\ ' " 

.. 
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REPUBLIC OF TLAscALA.-ITs INSTITUTIONS:-" EARLY HISTORY.­

.DISCUSSIONS· IN THE SENATE~~DESPER~~E 'BATTLES. 

1519. 
" 

BEFORE advancing further with the" Spaniards -i~to 
,. the' territory ~f' Tlascala, it ,will ,be, 'well, to notice' 
sorne traits in the character and institutions, of the. 
nation;, in I many respects, the mos't remarkable iri 

------ Anahuac., ,·The TI~scalans belonged. to the sam'e 

J \ T'· Dr 

gfeat fa.mily ~tli t~e Azt~CS.l They, carne on tlie 
grand, plateau about the same' time with ~he kin-' 
dretJ races, at the clase of the " twelfth'century, and 
planted themselves" on the western" bordersqf tbe' , , 

, lake of 'Tezcuco., Here they remained many ycal! 
, engaged in the usual ,'pur~uits of a, b~ld and partially 
civilized people.', , o From sorne cause or other, perhaps 
their, turbulent. t~mper, they'incurred¡~the enmity of 
~urrounding trib'es. . A coalition was formedagainst • 

1 The Indian ehronicler, o Camar- N ahuátlac tribes; • (Stor. d~l Mesl° 
go, considers his nation .abranch ,sieo, tom. l. p. 153, nota.) The 
of the Chichemec. '(Hist~ de Tlas- Cact' is not ol great moment, since 
cala, MS.) So, a180, 'rorquemada. they ,vere a11 cognate mces, speak-' , 
(l\lonarch. Ilid., ~ lib~" 3, cap., 9.) ing t'he same tongu'e, and, proba­
Clavigero, whohas carefully in.. bly,. migrated from' their country' 

, vestigated the antiquities of Ana- in the far North at near]y the same 
, ,huae,' calls it one oC the sevcn time., 

enera le 
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'tlíem';' and a bloody'battle, was foug:ht on the plains 
of Poyauhtlan, in w~ich the Tlascalans were com­
pletely victorious. ' ,':, " " 

Disgusted, however, wit~ their' residence among 
nations With whom "they ,found so little ~avor, the ' 
conquering people ' resolved to migrate. ' , They sepa­
rated, ¡nto three divisio~s, the largest of which; taking 

, '3: southern COUl'se ' by ' the ' greai volean of Mexico" ,~. 
, wound 'round the ancientcity of Cllolula, and ,iinfl:lly , 
settled in the district of country overshadowed by 

, the sierra of rl~scala. The wárlJl and fruitful vaIleys, ' 
locked up ' in the ' embraces of this rugged brother'" 

" hood, of mountains, afforded means oí s~bsistence 
.AIIiÍIIII ___ ---

.~~ ,for ,an agricultural people" while the bold eminence's 
'of the sierra presented secure positions , for their ' Generalife 

,i towns.'" , ," 
a , After. ~he lapse of years, the institutions of the 

H\ DI ' 1\ nation underwentan important change. , ' , The mon-
archy was divided first into ,two, afterwards into ,four 

. ' 

separate states, ,bound together by a 80rt of federal 
compact, ,probably not very !licely defiried. Each 

, s~ate;,how~ver, had its -lord or ,supreme , chief" inde­
,penden~ in his. OW~' térritories, and poss~ssed of 

• coor~inate 'a:U,thoritY.''Yith the othersin ,all , matters 
, concerning the wh~le republic. , ,The affairs of gov­
ernment, especiallyall those , rela~ing to peace'. and " 

, 'w~r, \veresettled ,in a senate or, council,consisting 
. of the' four lords,vith .their inferior nobles. " 
,', ,'; ,~he lower ' dignitaries held 'of. the ' superior, eacll ' 

.' in~his own district, by akind' of feudal tenure, being 
bound to · supply his table,an~ enable him to main--
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tain -, his , state il!peace, as we~l as to s,erve ,him in 
, war.2 In ~eturn, he 'experienced the aid' and protec- , 
tion of his suzerain. ,The same Inutuál obligations 
existed bet~een him ando the followers among whom 
his own territories were disiributed.3 Thus a 'chain 
of feudal dependencies was established, which, if not 
contrived with 'all ' the art ,and legal refinements oí 

.. analogous institutions in I the ,Old WorJd, displayed 
", their most prominent ':'characteristics , 'in its , personal. ' 

relations, the obligations of military service on , the 
. one 'hand, and . protecti~n on the ot'her. , ' This form 
of government, so different from that of the sur-

,....... _____ ~-~-~ rounding nations, subsisted tillo thé arrival of ' the 
__________ Spaniards.And it , is certainly evidence of consid- , 

erable civilizatio~, thatso complex · a · polity should . Gen ralife 
'1' " 

!Z The descendants of these petty 3, "Cualquier Tecuhtli que for .. , 
nobles attachea ,as greatvalue to maba un Tecalli, que es e,asa dQ , 
their pedigrees,' as any Biscayan Mayorazgo, todas aquellas tierras 
or ' Ásturian in Old Spain. Long que]e caian en suerte de reparti­
after the ,Conquest, they refused, miento, con montes, fuentes, rios, 

( however needy, ,to dishonor" their , 6 lagunas tomase para la. casa. 
birtb by resorting to ' mechanical principal,la mayor y mejor ' suerte 
ar ather plebeian occupations, ofie.. 6 pagos de tierra, y luego las de­
¡os viles y bajose "Los descendi- mas que, quedaban se partian por 
entes de estos 'son estimados por 'sus ,soldados amigos y parientes, 
hombres calificados, que aunque igualmente; ¡ y todos estos están ' · 
sean probrísimos no' usan oficios' ,oblig'ados á reconocerla casa may-" 
mecánicos ni tratos bajos ni viles, ' or y,acudir á ella, , alzarla y re· ' 
ni jamas se permiten cargar ni ca.. pararla, y 'ser continuos en re " 
bar, con coas .y azadones, diciendo " conocer .á ' ella de aves, caza, flores, 
que son hijos Idalgos en q ne no y ramos para el sustento deJa ca-: ' 
han de aplicarse á estas cosás soe- sa', del Mayorazgo, y ' el que lo ' 
ces y bajas, sino servir en guerras es está ' obligado á sustentarlos y á 
Y fronteras, como Idalgos, y morir regalarlos como amigos de aquella. 
como hombres peleando." Camar... casa y parientes de ella." . lbid' J ' 

go, Hist .. de Tlascala, 'MS. ' MS. ' 
'l¡;. 
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, ha,ve . so long~ continued, undisturbed by violence or ' 
faction, in ,theconfederate states, and should haye 
been '(ound competent to pr~tect the ' people ' in their 

. rights, and tIle country from ' foreign invasion • 
. '. The lowest order of ~e , people, however, do not 
seem to have enjoyed ' higher immunities than · under 
tbe' monarchical gov~rnments; . alld tl1eir rank. was 
carefully • definedby an appropriate dress, and : by 

,:their, exclusi,?n from ' the insignia of the aristocratic 
orders.4 ; 

The nation, agricultura} in' its habits, reserved its 
highest horiors, like ' most other rude ~unhappiIy al­
~o, ' civilized -,nation~, for military ' prowess. "Public' 

...... ------, games were -instituted, and prizes;' decreed to those ', , 
. . .. who excelled in suchmanly and athletic exercises, y Generalíe 
, as might train them fOl the fatiguesof war. Tri- , 

umphs were "granted ' to the victoriousgeneral, who , 
, DI 1\ ente ed the city, leading his spoils and captives in 

. long procession, while his achievements were com­
memorated in national songs, and his effigy, 'Yhether 
in wood' or stone, was erected in the temples. It 
was truly' in the martial " spirit of republican Rome.5 . 

: An institution ' n~t unlike knighthood "ras intro~' 
"duced, very similar to :one existingaIso , among the ' 

,Aztecs. The aspirant to 'the"honors of this ba~baric 
" , 

4 Camargo, Hist. de Tlascala, de triunfo, que los metian en andas 
MS. " en , su puebla, trayendo consigo á 

ti "Los grandes recibimientos ' los vencidos; y por eternizar sus 
que hacian á 108 capitanes que ve- hazaiiasse las cantaban publica­
'Dian y alcanzaban victoria en las mente,y a'nsí quedaban memoradas 
guerras, las fiestas ' y ' solenidades y con estatuas que les ponian en 
con que se solenizaban á manera. los templos." , Ibid., MS. . 
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'chivalry watche~ rus, arms and fasted fifty or sixty 
. days in the temple,then listened to a grave '.discourse 
, on the 'duties of his new profession. " Various whim· 
, sicalceremonies followed" when bis 'arms 'Yere re­
'stored tó, him; he. was ' l~d, in, solemn ,prócession 
,through the public 'streets, and the inauguration was 

" concludedby ,banquets ~nd public rejoicings. - The 
n~w · knight was ' d.istinguished, henceforth , by cer­
tain 'peculiar privileges, as well ' as by a badge inti­

: mating' bis rank.' ' It is worthy' of remark, that this 
,', honor was 'not .reserved exclusively for military,' mer-
, it; ,: bu~ was the recompense, also, of public services 

________ , ,of other kinds, , as wisdom ,' in council, or 'sagacity 
---------' 'and success in ~rade. F or trade was held . in as high ' 

, estimation by ~the Tlascal{lDs, as .. by the other people 
',of Ariahuac.6 , S, 

[ J\" . .. T~e ,temperate,climate of fue table-Iand furnished 
, * the ready·' means for distant, traffie. ,./ . The fruitfulness 

·of the soil was indicated by the' name of the coun-
, try, ~ Tlascala' signifying the" land of bread." Its 
wide plains, to the, slopes of i~s rocky hilIs, waved 

, withyellow harvests ofmaize,: and with the bonD,ti­
,ful maguey, a . plant, which, as : we have seen,suIJ-

.' ,plied the materials for sorne '¡mpor~antfabl·ics. With 
: these,: aswell as the · products of agricultura}, indus­
'trj, 'the ', ~erchant found his way down the sides of 

, ,'the Cordilleras,:wandered ,over the sunny regions at 
~ . . " , 

: ", 

6 Far thewhole cÉuemony' of ,merchant-knights, - see, .Appen­
inauguration, - though as it aeems, di~, Part 2, No. 9, where the 

"having especial reference to the original is given from Camargo. ' 
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