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‘,conﬁdence, and carry to a glorious. issue the work
so auspiciously begun.” 6

- The rough eloquence of the general touchmg the
various chords of ‘ambition, avarice, and religious
zeal, sent a thrill through the bosoms of his martial
audience ; and receiving it with acclamations, they
seemed eager to press forward under a chief who
was to. lead them not so much to battle, as to tri-
umph » g |

- Cortés, was .well satisfied to find his.own, enthu-
_ siasm so largely shared by his followers. “Mass was

. then celebrated with the solemnities usual with the
Spanish navigators, when_entering on their voyages
of discovery. The fleet was placed under the im-
“mediate protection of St. Peter, the patron saint of
Cortés ; and weighing anchor, took its departure on

the eighteenth day of F ebruary, 1519, for the coast

of Yucatan.17

16 The téxt is a ﬁerjf condensed

abridgment of the original speech

of Cortés,—or of his chaplain, as

the case may be. See it, in Goma- -

ra, Crénica, cap. 9.
. 17 Las Casas, Hist. de las Indias,

MS., cap. 115.—Gomara, Crénica,

cap. 10.—De Rebus Gestis, MS.
~~* “Tantus fuit armorum appara-
tus,”” exclaims the author of the

last work; ¢ quo alterum terrarum.

orbem . bellis Cortesius. concutit ;

ex tam parvis opibus tantum im-

perium Carolo: facit ; aperitque
omnium primus Hispane genti
Hispaniam novam!’’ - The author
of this work is unknown. It seems

to have been part of a great com-
pilation ¢¢ De Orbe Novo,”’ written, -

“probably, on the plan of a series of
biographical sketches, as the in- -

troduction speaks of a life of Co-
lumbus preceding this of Cortés.
It was composed, as it states, while

- many of the old Conquerors were

still surviving, and is addressed to
the son of Cortés. 'The historian,
therefore, had ample means of ver-

ifying the truth of his own state- -

ments, although they too often be-
tray, in his partiality for his hero,
the influence of the patronage un-
der which the work was produced.

It runs into a prolixity of detail,, -
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which, however tedious, has its
uses in a contemporary document.
Unluckily, only the first book was
finished, or, at least, has survived ;

terminating with the events'of this

Chapter. It is written in Latin, in
a pure and perspicuous style; and

is conjectured with some plausibil- ;

ESTRELLA’S MANUSCRIPT.
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ity to be the work of Calvet de
Estrella, Chronicler of the Indies.
The original exists in the Archives
of Simancas, where it was discov-
ered and transcribed by Muiioz,
from whose copy that in my library
was taken,
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- ORrDERS were given for the vessels to keep as near

together as possible, and to take the direction of the

capitania, or admiral’s ship, which carried a beacon
light in the stern during the night. But the weather,
which had been favorable, changed soon after their
. departure, and one of those tempests set in, which
.at. this season are often found in the latitudes of the
‘West Indies. It fell with terrible force on the little
navy, scattering it far asunder, dismantling some of

the ships, and driving them all cons1derab1y south of |

their proposed destination.
‘Cortés, who had lingered behind to convoy a dlsa-
bled -vessel, reached the island of Cozumel last. On

landing, he learned that one of his captains, Pedro de

" Alvarado, had availed himself of the short time he
“had been there, to enter the temples, rifle them of

their few ornaments, and, by his violent conduct, so
far to terrify the simple natives, that they had fled
for refuge into the interior of the island. Cortés,

‘highly incensed at these rash proceedings, so contrary
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to the policy he had proposed, could not refrain from

- severely reprimanding his officer in the presence of

the army. He commanded two Indian captives,
taken by Alvarado, to be brought before him, and

explained to them the pacific purpose of his visit.

This he did through the assistance of his interpreter,

“Melchorejo, a native of Yucatan, who had been
brought back by Grijalva, and ‘who, during his resi-

dence in Cuba, had picked up some acquaintance
with the Castilian. He then dismissed them loaded
with presents, and with an invitation to their coun-
trymen to return to their homes without fear of fur-
ther annoyance. This humane policy succeeded.
'The fugitives, reassured, were not slow in coming
back ; and an amicable intercourse was established,
in which Spanish cutlery and trinkets were exchang-

. ed for the gold ornaments of the matives; a traffic

in which each party congratulated itself — a philoso-
pher might think with equal reason— on outwitting
the other. |

The first object of Cortés was, to gather tidings of
the unfortunate Christians who were reported to be
still lingering in captivity on the neighbouring con-
tinent. From some traders in the island, he obtain-
ed such a confirmation of the report, that he sent
Diego de -Ordaz with two brigantines to the oppo-

site coast of Yucatan, with instructions to remain

there eight days. Some Indians went as messen-
gers. in the vessels, who consented to bear a letter
to the captives inforining them of the arrival of their
countrymen in Cozumel, with a liberal ransom for
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their. release. © Meanwhile the general proposed to
make an excursion to the different parts of the island,
that he might give employment to the restless spirits
of the soldiers, and ascertain the resources of the
country. - :

It was poor and thmly peopled But everywhere
he - recognised the vestiges of a higher civilization’
than what he had before witnessed in the Indian
.islands. 'The houses were some of them large, and
‘often built of stone and lime. He was particularly
struck with the temples, in which were towers con-
structed of the same solid materials, and rising seve-
ral stories in height. In the court of one of these he
‘was amazed by the sight of a cross, of stone and
~ lime, about ten palms high. It was the emblem of

2 the God of rain. 'Its appearance suggested the wild-

-est conjectures, not merely to the unlettered soldiers,
‘but subsequently to the European scholar, who spec-
ulated on the .character of the races that had intro-
duced there the sacred symbol of Christianity. But

- no such inference, as we shall see hereafter, could

be warranted.! Yet it must be regarded as a curi-
ous fact, that the Cross should have been venerated -
as the object of religious‘ worship both in the New
‘World, and in regions of the Old, where the hght‘
| of Chnstlamty had never nsen. o

-1 See Appendu:, Part l Note Hist. de las Ind:as, MS lib. 3,
27. - cap. '115. — Herrera, Hlst Gene-
2 Carta de Vera: Cruz, MS ~ ral, dec. 2, lib. 4, cap. 6.—Martyr,
- Bernal Diaz, Hist.de la Conquista, . de Insuhs nuper mventxs, (Colo-
cap. 25, et seq.— Gomara, Cré- nie, 1574,) p. 344. .

‘nica, cap. .10, 15.—Las Casas,,  While these pages were passing
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~ The first object of Cortés was to reclaimi the na-
tives from their gross idolatry and to substitute a
purer form of worship. In accomplishing this he was
prepared to use force, if milder measures should be
ineffectual. There was nothing which the Spanish
government had more earnestly at heart, than the
conversion of the Indians. It forms the constant
burden of their instructions, and gave to the military
expeditions in this western hemisphere somewhat of
the air of a crusade. The cavalier who embarked
in them entered fully into these chivalrous and de-
votional feelings. No doubt was entertained of the
efficacy of conversion, however sudden might be the
change, or however violent the means. The sword
was a good argument, when the tongue failed; and
the spread of Mahometanism had shown that seeds
“sown by the hand of- violence, far from perishing in
the ground, would spring up and bear fruit to after
time.. If this were so in a bad cause, how much more
would it be true in a good one. The Spanish cavalier
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through the press, hut not till two
years after they were written, Mr.
Stephens’ important and interest-
ing volumes appeared, containing
the account of his second expe-
dition to Yucatan. In the latter
part of the work, he describes his
visit to Cozumel, now an unin-

habited island covered with impen-

etrable forests. Near the shore
he saw the remains of ancient In-
~dian structures, which he con-
ceives may possibly have been the
same that met the eyes of Grijalva

and Cortés, and which suggest to
him some important inferences.
He is led into further reflections
on the existence of the cross as a
symbol of worship among the is-
landers. (Incidents of Travel in
Yucatan, (New York, 1843,) vol.
IL. chap. 20.) As the discussion
of these matters would lead me
too far from the track of our nar-
rative, I shall take occasion to re-
turn to them hereafter, when I
treat of the architectural remains
of the country.
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felt he had a high mission to accomplish as a soldier
of the Cross. However unauthorized. or unrighteous
the war into which he had entered may seem to us,
to him it was a holy war.. He was in arms against
the infidel. Not to care for the soul of his benighted
enemy was to put his own in jeopardy. The con-
version of a single soul might cover a multitude of
- sins. It was not for morals that he was' concerned,
but for the faith. This, though understood in its
most literal and limited sense,. comprehended the
“whole scheme of Christian. morality. Whoever died
in the faith, however immoral had been his life,
might be said to die in the Lord. Such was the
creed of the Castilian knight of that day, as imbibed
from the preachings of the pulpit, from cloisters
and colleges at home, from monks and ‘missionaries
abroad, — from all save one, whose devotion, kindled
at a purer. source, was not, alas! permitted to send
forth its radiance far into the thick gloom by Wthh
" he was encompassed.?

~No one partook more fully of the feelmgs above
| descnbed than Hernan Cortés. He was, in truth,
‘the very mirror of the times in which he lived, re-
flecting its motley characteristics, its speculative de-
votion and practical license,~— but with an intensity
all. his own. He was greatly scandalized at the
exhibition of the idolatrous practices of the people
“of Cozumel, though untainted, as it would seem,

. 3See the Siographicél sketch of Postscript at the close of the pres-
the good bishop Las Casas, the ent Book. .
- % Protector of the Indians,” in the
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with human: sacrifices. He endeavoured to persuade
them to embrace a better faith, through the agency
of two ecclesiastics who attended the expedition, —
the licentiate Juan Diaz and father Bartolomé de
Olmedo. The latter of these: godly men afforded the
rare example —rare: in any age—of the union of
fervent zeal with charity, while he beautifully illus-
trated in his own conduct the precepts which he
taught. He remained with the army through the
whole. expedition, and by his. wise. and. benevolent
counsels was often enabled to mitigate the cruelties
of the Conquerors, and to turn aside the edge of the
sword from. the unfortunate natives. |
- These. two missionaries vainly labored. to persuade
the people of Cozumel to renounce their abomina-
tions, and " to. allow 'the: Indian idols, in which the
~ Christians: recognised the true lineaments of Satan,
ta, be: thrown. down. and demolished. The. simple
natives, filled with. horror at.the proposed profana-
tion, exclaimed that these were the gods who sent
them the sunshine and the storm, and, should any
violence be offered, they would be sure ta avenge. it
by sending their llghtmngs on the heads of its per-
petrators..
Cortés was probably not much of a polemlc. At
- all events, he preferred on the present occasion ac-
tion to argument ;. and thought. that the best way to
convince the Indians of their error was to prove the

4 ¢ Fuese que el Demonio sales que seria primorosa imitacion del |
aparecia como es, y dejaba en su, artifice la fealdad del simulacro.”
imaginacion aquellas especies ; con  Solis, Conquista, p. 39.
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falsehood of the prediction. He- accordingly, with-
out further ceremony, caused the venerated images

to be rolled down the stairs of the great temple,

amidst the groans and lamentations of the natives.
~ An altar was hastily constructed, an image of the
Virgin and Child placed over ‘it, and mass was per-
~formed by father Olmedo and his reverend compan-
ion for the first time within the walls of a temple
"~ in New Spain.. The patient- ministers ‘tried once
~ more to pour the light of the gospel into the benighted
understandings of the islanders, and to expound the
mysteries of the Catholic faith. The Indian inter-

preter must have afforded rather a dubious channel

for the transmission of such abstruse doctrines.” But
they at length found favor with their auditors, who,
whether overawed by the ‘bold “bearing of the in-
vaders, or convinced of the impotence of deities that
could not shield their own shrines from violation,
“'mow consented to embrace Chnstlamty |

‘ 5Carta de 'Vera Cruz, MS —

. Gomara, Crénica, cap. 13, ~ Her-

rera, Hist. General, dec. 2, lib.
4, cap. 7. -—-—Ixt_hlxocthI . Hxst
Chich., MS., cap. 78.

 Las Casas, whose enlightened
views in religion would have done
~ honor to the present age, insists
“on the futility of these forced con-
- versions, by which it is proposed

in a few days to wean men from

the idolatry which they had been
taught to reverence from the cra-
dle. “The only way of doing
this, ’’ he says, ‘“ is, by long, assid-
uous, and faithful preaching, until

the heathen shall gather some ideas

of the true nature of the Deity
“-and of the doctrines they are to

embrace. Above all, the lives of

* the Christians should be such as to
exemplify the truth of these doc-

trines, that, seeing this, the poor

_Indian may glorify the Father, and

acknowledge him, who has such’
worshippers, for the' true and only
God.” See the original remarks,
which I quote in extenso, as a good

specimen of the Bishop’s style,

when kindled by his subject into

 eloquence, in Appendw, Part 2, |
‘ NOt o ' .

g
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While Cortés was thus occupied with the triumphs
of the Cross, he received intelligence that Ordaz had
returned from Yucatan without tidings of the Span-
 ish captives. 'Though much chagrined, the general
did not choose to postpone longer his departure from
Cozumel. - The fleet had been well stored with pro-
visions by the friendly inhabitants, and, embarking
his troops, Cortés, in the beginning .of March, took
leave of .its hospitable shores. 'The squadron had
- not proceeded far, however, before a leak in one of
the vessels compelled them to return to the same
port. The detention was attended with important
consequences ; so much so, indeed, that a writer of
the time discerns in it “a great mystery and a mir-
acle.” %", R

- Soon after landmg, @ canoe W1th several Indians
was seen making its way from the neighbouring
shores of Yucatan. = On reaching the island, one of
the men 'inquired, in broken Castilian, ¢ if he were
among Christians ?; and, being answered in the af-
firmative, threw himself on his knees and returned
thanks to Heaven for his delivery. He was one of”
the unfortunate captives for whose fate so much in-
terest had been felt.  His name was Jerénimo de
Aguilar, a native of Ecija, in Old Spain, where he
‘had been regularly educated for the church. He
had been established with the colony at Darien, and
on a voyage from that place to Hispaniola, eight
| years previous, was wrecked near the coast of Yuca-

L B Muy gran misterio y rmlagro do Dios.” Carta de Vera Cruz, MS.
VOL. I. 35
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‘tan.  He escaped mth several of hlS companions in
 the ship’s boat, where some perished from hunger and
“exposure, while others were sacrificed, on their reach-
ing land, by the cannibal natives of the peninsula.
Agmlar was preserved from the same dismal fate by
escaping into the interior, where he fell into the
hands of a powerful cacique, who, though he spared
his life, treated him at first with great rigor. The
patience of the captive, however, and his singular
humility, ‘touched the better feelings of the chieftain,
who would have persuaded Aguilar to take a wife
among his people,: but the ecclesiastic steadily re-
fused, in obedience to his vows. This -admirable
constancy excited the distrust. of the cacique, who
put his virtue-to a severe test by various tempt,auons;
and 'much of 'the same sort ‘as those with which the
Devil is said ‘to have assailed St. Anthony.” ' From
all these fiery trials, however, like his ghostly prede-
cessor, he came out unscorched. Continence is too
rare and difficult a virtue with barbarians, not to
challenge their veneration, and the practice of it has
made the reputation of more than one saint in the
Old as well as the New World. ' Aguilar was now
intrusted with the care of his master’s household
and his numerous wives. = He was a man of discre-
2 tlon, as well as wrtue and his counsels were. found

7 They are enumemted by Her- 2 lxb 4 cap 8- 8) The story
rera with a minuteness which may is prettily told by Washington Ir-
~ claim, at least, the merit of giving ' ving.. Voyages and Discoveries
a much higher notion of Aguilar's of the Companions of Columbus,
- virtue than the barren generalities (London, 1833 ) p 263, et seq.
of the text, (Hxst General deo.
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S0 salutary, that he was consulted on all important
matters. In short, Aguilar became a great man |

. among the Indians. -

It was with much regret, therefore, that his mas-
ter received the proposals for his return to his coun-
trymen, to which nothing but the rich treasure of
glass beads, hawk-bells, and other jewels of like
value, sent for his ransom, would "have induced him
to consent. When Aguilar reached the coast, there
had been so much delay, that the brigantines had
sailed, and it was owing to the fortunate return of
the fleet to Cozumel, that he was enabled to join it.

~ On appearing before Cortés, the poor man saluted
him in the Indian style, by touching the: earth with
his hand, and carrying it to his head.  The com-
mander, raising him up, affectionately embraced Lim,
covering him at the same-time with. his own cloak,
as Aguilar was simply clad in the habiliments of the -
country, somewhat too scanty for a European eye. .
It was long, indeed, before the tastes which he had
acquired in the freedom of the forest could be recon-
ciled to the-constraints either of dress or manners im-
posed by the artificial forms of civilization. Aguilar’s

" long residence in the country had familigrized him

with the Mayan dialects of Yucatan, and, as he grad--
ually revived his Castilian, he became of essential im-

‘portance as an interpreter. Cortés saw the advan-

tage of this from the first, but.he could not fully esti-
mate all the consequences that were to flow from it.®

8 Camargo Hlstona de Tlasca- Ind MS., lib. 33, cap. 1. — Mar-

flas MS. — Oviedo, Hist. de. las tyr, De Insuhs, p. 347. - Bernal
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'The repairs of the vessels'being at length com-
‘pleted, the Spanish commander once more took leave
of the friendly natives of Cozumel, and set sail on
the 4th of March. - Keeping as near as possible to
the coast of Yucatan, he doubled Cape Catoche,

and with flowing sheets swept down the broad bay
of Campeachy, fringed with the rich dye-woods

which have since furnished so important an article
of commerce to Europe.  He passed Potonchan,
“where Cordova had experienced a rough reception
from the natives; and soon after reached the mouth
of the' Rio de Tabasco, or Grijalva, in which that
navigator had carried on so lucrative a traffic. Though

mindful of the great object of his voyage, — the visit

to. the. Aztec territories,— he was desirous of ac-
quainting himself ‘with the resources of this country,
~and determined to- ascend the river and VlSlt the
- great town on its borders. ' A
'The water was so shallow, from the accumulation
of sand at the mouth of the stream, that the general
was obhged to leave the ships at anchor, and to
embark in the boats with a part only of his forces.

The banks were ' thickly studded with mangrove

trees, that, with their roots shooting up and interla-
"cing one another, formed-a kind of impervious screen
or net-work; behind which the dark forms of the na-
tives were seen glancing to and fro with the most
menacing looks and gestures. Cortés, much sur-
| pnsed at these unfnendly demonstratlons, so unlike

sz, Hist. de la Conqumta, cap —Las Casas, Hist. de las Indms,
'--Carta de Vera Cruz, MS.' MS.,hb 3, cap. 115, 116.
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what he had had reason to expect, moved cautiously
up the stream. When he had reached an open
place, where a large number of Indians were assem-
‘bled, he asked, through his interpreter, leave to land,
‘explaining at the same time his amicable intentions.
But the Indians, brandishing their weapons, answer-
ed only with gestures of angry defiance. :Though
much chagrined, Cortés thought it best not to urge
the matter. further that evening, but withdrew to
“a neighbouring island, where he disembarked - his
~ troops, resolved to effect a. landmg on- the followmg
~ morning. ST |

‘When day broke, the Spamards saw the opposne_
banks lined with a much more numerous array than
~on the preceding evening, while: the canoes along
the shore were filled with bands of armed warriors.
Cortés now made: his ‘preparations- for- the. attack. -
He first Janded a detachment of a hundred men un-
~der Alonso de Avila, at a point somewhat lower
down the stream, sheltered by a thick grove of palms,
from which a road, as -he knew, led to the ‘town of
Tabasco, giving orders to his officer to march at
once on the place, while he hlmself advanced- to as-
sault it in front.® TR 4 :
- Then embarkmg the . remamder of hlS tr00ps,
" Cortés crossed the river in face of the enemy; but,
9 Bernal Diai, Hist. de la Con-  There are some discrepancies be-
quista, cap. 31.—Carta de Vera tween the statements of Bernal Di-
Cruz,  MS. — Gomara, Crénica, az,and the Letter from Vera Cruz;
. ¢ap. 18, — Las Casas, Hist. de las - both by partles who were pres-

Indias, MS., lib: -3, cap. 118.— ent. .
Martyr, De Insulis, p. 348. -'
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before commencing hostilities, that he might ¢ act
with entire regard to justice, and in obedience to
the. instructions of the Royal Council,”'® he first
caused proclamation: to be made. through the inter-
~ preter, that he desired only a free passage. for his
men ; and that he proposed to revive.the friendly
relations which had formerly subsisted between his
countrymen and the natives.. - He assured them'that
" if blood were spilt, the sin would lie on their heads,
‘and that resistance would be useless, since he was
resolved at all hazards to take up his quarters that

night in the town of Tabasco.-: This proclamation, .

delivered in lofty tone, and duly recorded by the
notary, was answered by the Indians — who might
possibly have comprehended one word in ten of it
—with shouts of ‘defiance and a shower of arrows.!
- Cortés, having now complied with all the requisi-

¥ o0
L

" 10 Carta do Vera Cruz, MS. —

~ Bernal Diaz, Hist. de la Conqumta, 3

cap 31.

11 ¢ Sep, ¥ exclmms the Bishop
of Chiapa, in his caustic vein, ¢ the -

. reasonableness of this ¢ requisition,’

or, to speak more correctly, the fol-
ly and insensibility of ‘the Royal-

-Council, who could find, in. the

refusal of the Indians to receive 1t,
a good pretext for war.” (Hist.
de las: Indias, MS., lib. 3, cap.:
-~ 118.) :In another place, he pro~.
* nounces - an  animated  invective

. against® the. iniquity of those who
covered up hostilities under- this
“empty form of words, the import

-

hensible to the barbarians. (Ibid.,

lib. 3, cap. 67.) The famous for- -
- mula, used by the Spanish con- -
* querors on this occasion, was drawn
-up by Dr. Palacios Reubios; a man
of letters, and a member of the
King’s council. **ButIlaughat

him and his letters,”” exclaims Ovi-
edo, *“if he thought a word of it
could be comprehended by the un-

“tutored Indians!" (Hist. de'las
Ind., MS., lib. 28, cap. 7.) 'The -

regular Manifesto, requirimiento,

may be found translated in the con-

-cluding pages of Irving’s ¢ Voy-
ages of the Compamons of Colum-' |
| -bus.” "
- “of which was utterly incompre- -

B T
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tions of a loyal cavalier, and shifted the responsibility
from his own shoulders to those of the Royal Council,
brought his boats alongside of the Indian canoes.
They grappled -fiercely together, and both parties
were soon in the water, which: rose above the . gir-

- dle. . The struggle was not long, though desperate.
'The superior strength of the Europeans prevailed,

and they forced the enemy back to land. Here,
however, they were supported. by their countrymen,

~who showered down darts, arrows, and blazing bil-
‘lets of wood on the heads of the invaders. The

banks were soft and slippery, and it was with  diffi-
culty the soldiers made good their footing. Cortés

lost a sandal in the mud, but continued to fight
“barefoot, with great exposure of his person, as the
" Indians, who soon' singled out the leader, called to
~one another, ¢ Strike at the chief !

At length the Spaniards gained the bank and- ,
were able to come into something like order, when
they opened a brisk fire from their arquebuses and
crossbows. The enemy, astounded by the roar and

‘flash -of the fire-arms, of which they had had no
~ experience, fell back, and retreated behind a breast-
- work of timber thrown across the way, The Span-

iards, hot in' the pursuit, soon carried these rude

‘defences, and drove the Tabascans before them to-

wards the town, where they. agam took shelter be-

o hind their palisades.

' Meanwhile Avila had arrived from the opposxte

~quarter, and the ‘natives taken by surprise made no
further attempt at resistance, but abandoned the
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place to the Christians. They had prevmusly re-
moved their families and effects. - Some provisions
fell into the hands of the victors, but little gold, “a
circumstance,” says Las Casas, ¢ which gave them
no particular satisfaction.” ** It was a very populous
place. The houses were mostly of mud ;. the better
sort of stone and lime ;- affording proofs in the inhab-
itants of a superior reﬁnement to that found in the
- Islands, as their stout: res1stance had glven ewdence
of superior valor.”?.. A : X
Cortés, having thus made hlmself master of the ~
town, took formal possession of it for the crown of
Castile. He. gave three .cuts with his sword on a
large. ceiba tree, which " grew in the place, and pro-"
claimed aloud, that he took possession of the city in.
the name and behalf of ‘the Catholic: sovereigns, and
would maintain -and 'defend the same with sword
and buckler against all who should gainsay it. The
' 'same vaunting declaration Was.;alsoA made by‘ the
| 12 ¢¢ Halldronlas Ilehee de maizé lapidibus et calce fabrqfactce, ma.m-' ‘_
gallmas y otros vastimentos, oro’

md industrid et_architectorum ar-

ninguno, de lo que ellos no, resci- . ¢

viéron mucho plazer.”’ Hlst de las
Ind., MS., ubi supra.’ :

13Peter Martyr gives a glow—.

ing picture of this Indian capital.

¢¢ Ad fluminis ripam protentum di- -
.year, '

cunt esse. oppidum, quantum non
ausim dlcere mille quingentorum

- passuum, ait Alaminus nauclerus,

‘et domorum quinque ac viginti mil-

Jium: stringunt alij, ingens tamen -

. fatentur et celebre. Hortis inter-
~ secantur domus, que sunt egregié

PR (De Inguhs,p 349. ) With his ,

'usual inquisitive spirit, he glean-

ed all the particulars from the old
pilot Alaminos, and from two of
the officers of Cortés who revisit-

ed Spain in the course of that

Tabasco was in the neigh-
bourhood of those ruined cities of -
Yucatan, which have lately been

" the theme of so much speculation.

The encomiums of Martyr are not -

‘80 remarkable as the apathy of.
“other contemporary chroniclers,
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~ soldiers, and the whole was duly recorded and at-

tested by the notary. This was the usual simple,
but chivalric form, with which the Spanish cavaliers
asserted the royal title to the.conquered territories

~in the New World. It was a good title, doubtless,

against the claims of any other European potentate.

“The general took up his quarters that night in the
court-yard of the principal temple. He posted his
sentinels, and took all the precautions practised in

- wars with a civilized foe. Indeed, there was rea-

son for them. - A suspicious silence seemed to reign
through. the  place and its neighbourhood ; and ti-
dings were brought that the interpreter, Melchorejo,
had fled, leaving his Spanish dress hanging on a tree.
Cortés was disquieted by the desertion of this man,
who would not only ‘inform his countrymen of the
small number "of the “Spaniards, but ' dissipate any
illusions that mlght be. entertained of their superlor‘ |
natures. - R SO

On  the followmg mornmg, as no traces of the
enemy were visible, Cortés ordered out a detach-
ment under Alvarado, and another under Francisco
de Lujo, to reconnoitre. The latter officer had not
advanced a league, before he learned thé position
of the Indians, by their attacking him in such force,
that he was fain to take shelter in a large stone
building, where he was closely besieged. Fortunate-

| ‘ly the loud yells of the assailants, like most barbar-

ous nations seeking to strike terror by their ferocious

- cries, reached the ears of Alvarado and his men,

who, speedily advancing to the relief of their com-
. VOL. I. . 36 |
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rades, enabled them to force a passage through the
enemy. - Both parties retreated, closely pursued, on -
the town, when Cortés, marching out to their sup-
port, compelled the Tabascans to retire. -

- A few prisoners were taken in this skirmish. By |
them Cortés found his worst apprehensions verified.
‘The country was everywhere in arms. - A force con-
sisting ‘of many thousands had assembled from the
neighbouring - provinces, and a general assault was
resolved on for the next day. To the general’s in-
quiries why he had been received in so different a
manner from his predecessor, Grijalva, they answer-
ed, that “the conduct of the Tabascans then had
given. great offence to the other Indian tribes, who
taxed them with. treachery and cowardice ; so that’
they had promised, on any return of  the white men,
to resist them in-the same manner that thelr nelgh-
bours had done.”* ey \' -

" Cortés might now well regret that he had allowed
~himself to deviate from the direct object of his en-
terprise, and to become entangled in a doubtful war
which could lead to no proﬁtable result. But it was
too late to repent. - He had taken the step, and had
no alternative but to go forward. To retreat would
~ dishearten his own men 'at the outset, impair their
confidence in him as their leader, and confirm the
“arrogance of his foes, the tidings of whose success
mlght precede h1m on hls voyage, and prepare the‘ ‘

14 Bemal sz, Hxst do la Con- ‘de las Indms, MS.,hb 3 cap 118 ‘!
A qmsta,cap 31, 32.— Gomara,Cré- ~119.—Ixtlilxochitl, Hlst Chich.,
‘_mm, cap. 18, --Las Casas, Hxst. MS , cap. 78, 79.
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way for greater mortifications and defeats. He did

‘not hesitate as to the course he was to pursue; but,

calling his officers together, announced his intention

to give battle the following morning.!s .

 He sent back to the vessels such as were disabled-
by their wounds, and ordered the remainder of the
forces to join the camp. Six of the heavy guns
were also taken from the ships, together with all
the horses. ‘The animals were stiff and torpid from
long confinement.on board ; but a few hours’ exer-
cise restored them to their strength and usual spirit.
He gave the command of the artillery —if it may
be dignified with the name —to a soldier named
Mesa, who had acquired some experience as an en-

‘gineer 'in the Italian wars. 'The infantry he put
~under the orders of Diego de Ordaz, and took charge

of the cavalry himself. - It consisted of some of the
most valiant gentlemen of his little band, among

| whom may be mentioned Alvarado, Velasquez de

Leon, Avila, Puertocarrero, Olid, Montejo. Having
thus made all the necessary arrangements, and set-
tled his plan of battle, he retired to rest,— but not
to slumber. His feverish mind, as may well be
imagined, was filled' with anxiety for the morrow,
which might decide the fate of his expedition ; and,
as was his wont on such occasions, he was frequently
observed durmg the mght, gomg the rounds, and

“According to Solis, whoquotes course he should pursue. - (Con-

the address of Cortés on the occa- -quista, cap. 19.) It is possible ;

sion, he summoned a council of but I find no warrant for. it any-
his captains to advise him as to the where.
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nsmng the sentlnels, to see that no one slept upon
his post. | | |

At the first. ghmmenng of hght he mustered hlsl

army, and declared his purpose not.to abide, cooped
up in the town, the assault of the enemy, but to

“march at once against him. For he well knew that
-the spirits rise with action, and that the attacking

party gathers a confidence from the . very movement,
- which is not felt by the one who' is passively, per-

haps anxiously, awaiting the assault.. The Indians
- were understood to_be encamped on a level ground

a few miles distant from the city, called the plain of

Ceutla. The general commanded that Ordaz should

march with the foot, including the artillery, directly.

deross the country, and attack them in front, while

he himself would fetch a circuit with the  horse, and |

. turn their flank When thus engaged or fall upon
their rear. -

" These dlspoeltlons bemg completed the httle ar-l |

 my. heard mass and then sallied .forth from the

 wooden walls of Tabasco. . It was Lady-day, the |

twenty-fifth of March,— long memorable in the an-
nals of New Spain. The district around the town was
chequered with patches of maize, and, on the lower

~ level, with plantations of cacao, —supplying the

| beverage, and perhaps the coin of the country, as

in Mexico. These plantations, requiring constant
lmgatlon, were fed by numerous canals and reser-

voirs of water, so that the country could not be tra-
versed wrthout great torl and drfﬁculty It was,

L —— T
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however, intersected by a narrow path or causeway,
over which the cannon could be dragged. -

The troops advanced more than a league on their
laborious march, without descrying the enemy. The
weather was sultry, but few of them were embarrassed
by the heavy mail worn by the European cavaliers
at that period. Their cotton jackets, thickly quilted,
afforded a tolerable protection against the arrows of
“the Indian, and allowed room for the freedom and
activity of movement essential to a life of ramblmg'
adventure in the wilderness. = -

- At length they came in sight of the broad plalns
of Ceutla, and beheld the dusky lines of the enemy
stretching, as far as the eye could reach, along the
edge of ‘the herizon. The Indians had shown some
sagacity in the choice of their position; and, as the
weary Spaniards came slowly on, floundering through
the morass, the Tabascans set up’ their hideous bat-
tle-cries, and discharged volleys of arrows, stones,
and other missiles, which rattled like hail on the.
shields and helmets of the assailants. Many were
severely wounded, before they could gain the firm
ground, where they soon cleared a space for them-
selves, and opened a heavy fire of artillery and Tus-
~ketry on the dense columns of the enemy, which
presented a fatal mark for the balls. Numbers were
swept down at every discharge ; but the bold barba-
rians, far from being dismayed, threw up dust and
leaves to hide their losses, and, sounding their war
mstruments, shot oﬂ' fresh ﬂlghts of arrows in re-
turn. E |
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" They even pressed closer on the Spaniards, andy

when driven off by a- vigorous- charge, soon turned
~again, and, rolling back like the waves of the ocean,

seemed ready to overwhelm the little band by weight

of numbers.  Thus cramped, the latter-had scarcely

room to perform their necessary evolutmns, or even'

to work their guns with effect.! S
The: engagement had now lasted more than an

hour, and the Spaniards, sorely pressed, looked with
- great anxiety for the arrival of the horse,— which

some sinaccountable impediments must have detained,
—to relieve them from their perilous position. At
this crisis, the furthest columns of the Indian army
were seen to be agitated and thrown into a disorder
that rapidly spread through the whole mass. It was
not long before the ears of the Christians were
~_saluted with the cheering war-cry of * San Jago and

..San Pedro!”and they beheld the bright helmets and

swords of the Castilian chivalry flashing back the

rays of the morning sun, as they dashed through the
ranks of the enemy, striking to the right and left,
-and scattering dismay around them." The eye of

- faith, indeed, could discern the patron Saint of Spain,
himself, mounted on his grey war-horse, heading the
rescue and tramplmg over the bodxes of the fallen

mﬁdels jw:

IGLaSCasas,Hxst de las Indxas, c#p. 79. — Benal Diaz, Hist. do

MS lib. 3, cap. 119.-~Gomara, la Conquista, cap. 33, 36.-—-Carta
- Crdnica; -cap. 19, 20.— Herrera, de Vera Cruz, MS, | :

Hist. General, dec. 2, lib. 4, cap. 17 Ixtlilxochitl, Hist.. Chlch v
11, — Martyr, De Insulis, p. 350. MS., cap. 79,

— Ixtlilxochitl, Hist, Chich., MS., = “Cortés supposed it was his

Co-
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- The approach of Cortés had been greatly retarded
by the broken nature of the ground. When he
came up; the Indians were s hotly engaged, that
he was upon them before they observed his approach.
He ordered his men to direct their lances at the faces
of their opponents,”® who, terrified at the monstrous
apparition, — for they supposed the rider and the
horse, which they had never before seen, to be one
and the same,”— were seized with a panic.” Ordaz
availed himself of it to command a general charge
along the line, and the Indians, many of them throw-
ing away their arms, .fled without attemptmg further
resistance. ‘- |
“Cortés was too content with the v1ctory, to care
to.follow it up by dipping his sword in the blood of
the fugitives. He drew off his.men to a copse of
‘palms which skirted the place, and under ‘their broad
'canopy the soldiers offered up thanksgivings to the
Almighty for the victory vouchsafed them. 'The
field of battle was made the site of a town, called,
in honor of the day on which the actlon took place,

own tutglar saint, St. Peter,"says 18 It was the order — as the

- Pizarro y Orellana; ¢ but the com-
mon and indubitable - opinion is,
that it was our glorious apostle St.
James, the bulwark and safeguard
of our nation.’’ (Varones Ilustres,
p. 73.) ¢ Sinner that I am,” ex-
claims honest Bernal Diaz, in a
~ more skeptical vein, ¢ it was not
permitted to me_to see cither the
nne or the other of the Apostles on
- this occasion.”” Hist. de la Con-
quista, cap. 34,

reader may remember-— given by
Cmsar to his followers in lus battle
with Pompey ;

i Adversosque jubet ferro confundere
vultus.”

Lucax, Pharsalia, lib, 7 v. 575

19 “‘Eqmtes,” says Paolo Gio-
vio, ‘ unum integrum Centaurorum
specie animal esse existimarent.”’
Elogia Virorum Illustrium, (Basil,
1696,) lib, 6, p. 229,
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Santa Marta de la Vitoria, long. afterwards the capi-
~ tal of the Province.® - The number of those who
fought or fell in the e.gagement s altogetlier doubt-

Nothing, indeed, is more uncertain than numer-
1cal estimates of barbarians. * And they gain nothing
in probability, when they come, as in the present in-
stance, from the reports of ‘their enemics. Most ac-
counts, however, agree that the' Indian force con-
sisted of five squadrons of eight thousand men each.
There is more discrepancy as to the number of slain,

. varying from one to thirty thousand! In this mon-

strous discordance, the common dlspositibn to exag-
gerate may lead us to look for truth in the neigh-

_bourhood of the smallest number. The loss of the

Christians was inconsiderable ; not. exceeding—if
we receive their, own, reports, probably, from the
same causes, much diminishing the truth—two killed
. and less/than a hundred wounded! We may readily
comprehend the feclings of the Conquerors, when
they declared, that ¢ Heaven must have fought on

their side, since their own strength could never have .

‘prevalled against such a multitude of enemles' »al

‘20 C]avxgero, Stor del Messmo,
tom, IIL. p. 11, - &

. A« Crean Vras Reales Altezas
por cierto, que esta batalla fué

vencida mas por voluntad de Dios -

que por nras. fuerzas, porque para

con quarenta mil hombres de guer-

ra, poca defensa fuera: quatrozien-

tos que nosotros eramos.”’  (Carta

de Vera Cruz, MS.— Gomara,
- Crénica, cap. 20. — Bernal Diaz,

Hiét. de la. Coh(iﬁista,‘ cap. 35.)
‘It is Las Casas, who, regulating

his mathematics, as usual, by his
feelings, rates the Indian loss at
the exorbitant amount cited in the

text. *¢ This,’ he concludes dryly,

‘¢ was the first preaching of the

" Gospel by Cortés in New Spain!??

Hist. de las Indlas, MS., lib. 3,

' cap 119.
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Several prisoners were taken in the battle, among
them two chiefs. Cortés gave them their liberty,
and sent a message by them to their countrymen,
¢ that he would overlook the past, if they would
come in at once, and tender their submission. Oth-
erwise he would ride over the land, and put every
living thing -in it, man, woman, and child, to the
'sword !”  With this formidable menace ringing in
their cars, the envoys departed.

- But the Tabascans had no relish for further hostil-
ities. A body of inferior chiefs appeared the next
day, clad in dark dresses of cotton, intimating their
abject condition, and implored leave to bury their
dead.. It was granted by the general, with many
assurances of his friendly disposition ; but at the same
time he told ‘them, he expected their prineipal ca-
ciques, as he ‘would. treat ‘with none /other.  These
soon, presented themselves, attended by a numerous
train of vassals, who followed with timid curiosity to
the' Christian camp. Among their propitiatory gifts
were twenty female slaves, which, from the character
of one of them, proved of infinitely more consequence
than was anticipated by either Spaniards or Tabas-
cans. Confidence was soon restored ; and was suc-
ceeded by a friendly intercourse, and the interchange
of Spanish toys for the rude commodities of the
country, articles of food, cotton, and a few gold orna-
ments of little value. When asked where the precious
‘metal was procured, they pointed to the west, and
answered ¢ Culhua,” - ¢ Mexico.” The Spaniards
“saw this was no place for them to traffic, or to tarry
VOL. I. 87 | |
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in. —Yet here, they were not many leagues dlstant
from a potent and opulent. city, or what once had
been so, the ancient Palenque. But its glory may

have, even then passed away, and its name have.

been forgotten by the surrounding nations.

Before his departure the Spanish commander dld
not omit to provide for one great object of his expe-
dition, the conversion of the Indians. = He first rep-
resented to the caciques, that he had been sent thith-
er by a powerful monarch on the other side of the
water, to whom he had now a right to ¢laim their
allegiance. "He then caused the reverend fathers
Olmedo and Diaz to enlighten their minds, as far as
p0351ble, in regard to the great truths of revelatlon,

urging. them_to receive these in place of their own

~ heathenish abomm'mons. " The Tabascans, whose
_ perceptions were 1o doubt matcrmlly quickened by
the discipline they had undergone, made but a faint
- tesistance to either proposal. The next day was

~ Palm Sunday, and the general resolved to celebrate
~_their conversion by one of those pompous ceremoni-
als of the Church, which should make a lastmg im-

- pression on their minds. -

- A solemn procession was formed of the whole

~ army with the ecclesiastics at their head, each sol-
dier bearing a palm-branch in his hand. The con-~
‘course was swelled by thousands of Indians of both
sexcs, who followed in curious astonishment at the
spectacle. . The long files ‘bent " their way through
the flowery savannas that. bordered the settlement,
~to the princival temple, where an altar was raised,

|
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and the image of the presiding deity was deposed
‘to make room for that of the Virgin with the infant
~ Saviour. Mass was celebrated by father Olmedo,
~and the soldiers who were capable joined in the
solemn chant. The natives listened in profound
silence, and, if we may believe the chronicler of the
event who witnessed it, were melted into tears;
while their hearts were penetrated with reverential
awe for the God of those terrible beings who seem-
‘ed to wield in'their own hands the thunder and the
lightning.® | :

~The Roman Cathohc communion has, it must be
'adrmtted some decided advantages over the Protest-
ant, for- the purposes of proselytism. The dazzling
pomp of its service and its touching appeal to the
sensibilities - affect the imagination of the rude child
of nature much more powerfully than ‘the cold ab-
stractions of Protestantism, which, addressed to the
reason, demand a degree of refinement and mental
culture in the audience to comprehend them. The
respect, moreover, shown by the Catholic for the ma-
terial representations of Divinity, greatly facilitates
the same object. It is true, such representations are
used by him only as incentives, not as the objects of
worship. But this distinction is lost on the savage,
who finds such: forms of adoration too analogous to
his own to impose any great violence on his feelmgs.
It is only required of him to transfer his homage

2 Gomara, Crémca, cap. 21, Casas, Hist. de las Indlas, MS.,
. 99, —Carta de Vera Cruz, MS.— ubi supra.
Martyr, De Insulis, p. 351.—Las
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from: the image of Quetzalcoat] the benevolent delty

who walked among men, to that of the Virgin or

the Redeemer from the Cross, which he has wor-
shipped as the emblem of ‘the God of rain, to the
same Cross, the symbol of salvation.

These solemnities concluded, Cortés prepared to
return to his ships, well satisfied with the impression
made on the new converts, and with the conquests
he had thus achieved for Castile and Christianity.
The soldiers; taking leave of their Indian friends,
“entered the boats with the palm-branches in their
hands, and descending the river ‘reémbarked on
board their vessels, which rode at ancho; at its
mouth. A favorable breeze was blowmg, and the
little navy, opening -its sails to receive it, was, soon
on its way again to the golden shores of Mexico.

A
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~ CHAPTER V.

- Vovace arLoNg THE CoasT.— DoNA MARINA. — SPANIARDS LAND IN
MEexi1co. — INTERVIEW WITH THE AZTECS.

- :1519.

- THE fleet held its course so near the shore, that
the inhabitants could be seen on it;.and, as it swept
along the winding borders of the Gulf, the soldiers, -
who had been on the former expedition with Gri-
Jjalva, pointed out to their companions the memorable
places on the coast.’ Here was the Rio de Alvarado,
named after the gallant adventurer, who was present,
also; in - this expedition ; there the Rio de Vanderas,
in which Grijalva had carried on so lucrative a com-
merce with the Mexicans; and there the Isla de los |
Sacrificios, where the Spaniards first saw the ves
tiges;of human sacrifice on the coast. Puertocarrero,
as he listened to these reminiscences of the sailors,
repeated the words of the old ballad of Montesinos,
« Here 1s France, there is Paris, and there the wa-
ters of the Duero,”! &c. ¢But I advise you,” he

1 *Cata Francla, Montesinos,  old ballad, first published, Ibelieve,

Cata Parla 1a cludad, in the Romancero de Ambéres, and
Cata las aguas de Duero lately by Duran, Romances Ca-

D 4 'N . .
oyan & dax on Ja moag ballerescos é Histéricos, Parte 1,

T hey are the words of the popular’ p. 82.



