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. _ confidence,and , carry to a g]orious. issue the 'work 
,~o auspiciously beg~n." 16 " 

, The r~ugh, eloquence of the, general, touching the 
various ,chordsof . ambition, avarice, and religiou's 
zeaI, sent a thrill through ,the ,bosoms of his martial 
audience; and receiving' it witllacclam"ations, they 
see~ed eager to press forward under' a chief who 
,was to . lead them not , so much to ' batde', as to tri-
~ph. ' . : ,~ 

Cortés. was . well satisfied tofind bis .. own , enthu-. ' . 
siasm so largely s~ared by his followers. , Mass was 
then celebrated with the solemnities , usual with the , 

________ o Spanis~ n~vigators, when" entering on their , voyag~s 
,of. discovery. , The Heet was placed under the im~ 

--- mediate , prote~tion of St. ,Peter, the patron saint- oí 

, .. 

Co.rtés; and weighing anchor, took its departure o~ 
the eighteenth day"of Febr,uary, 1519, for tbe coast 
'of Yucatan.17 • . , 

, , 

18 The text is a very condensed to, have beeo part oC a great co~~ 
abridgment oí the" original ~peech ' pih\tion ",De Orbe Novo," written, 
oí Cortés,-ór oC his chaplain, as 'probably, on the plan oC a series oC 
the case may be. Sea it, in Goma .. . biographical sketches, as the in- ' 
m, Cr6nica, ·cap. 9. ' troductian ' speaks oC alife of Ca-

' . 11 Las Casas, Hist. de las Indias, lumbus prceeding'this or Cortés. 
MS., cap. 115.-Goma~a, Crónica, ' 1t \vas compased, as it states; whilo 
eap. 1,0. - De Rcbus Gestis, MS. "' many of thc . old Conquerors wero 
. . "Tantus ruit armorum appara- still surviving, and is addressed to 

, tns," exclaims the author, orthe the son oC Cortés. The historian, 
Jast work; .',,' .quo alterum terrarum·, thereCore, had ample means of ver­
orbem ,bellis Cortesius . conc'utit; . ifying the truth oC 'bis :oWn state­
ex 13m parvis opibus tantum im-' menta, a1tbough they too oRen be- . . 

' pcrium Carolo .' facit; aperitq~e tray, in bis partiality for his hero, 
. . omnium primus . Hispa~ue genti tbe influence oC the '. patronage un­

Hispaniam novam!" . The author der which the ~ork ,vas produced .. 
oC this work is unknown.· 1t seems lt runa into a prolixity oC detall., . 

" .. 
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which, however tedious, has ita ity to . be tha work oí Calvet de 
uses in a contemporary document. Estrella, Chronieler oC tbe Indies . . 
U nluckily, ooly the first book was The original exista in tba Archives 
finished, or, at least, has survived; oC Simancas, where it was discov .. 
terminating ,vith tha events· of this · ered and transcribed by Mufioz, 
Chapter. 1t is written in Latin, in from whose copy that in ~y librnry 
apure and perspicuous 8tyle; and . was taken. 
is conjectured with soma plau~bil.. , 

. ' ! 
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VOYAGE '1'0 COZUMEL. - CONVERSION or THi: NATIVES. -IER6NIKO 

DE AaUJLAR.--ARMY ARRIVES AT TABASCO.-;-GREAT BA.TTLB WITU 

THE INDIANa. -CURlSTIANITY ·· INTRODUCED .. 

1519 • 

. : ORDERS were given for the vessels to keep as near 
_- together as possible, and to take the direction of ·the . 

,capitan(a, or admiral's ship, which ' carried a beacon 
...... ------ligbt in th~ stern during the night. But the weather, 

which had been favorable, changed soon after their 
departure, and one of th<;>se tempests set in, 'which 

..... n'-...... -" . . DI J\ at this se~son are ofte~ found}n the latitudes or, the 
. West IndIes. '. It fell wlth tcrnble force on the 11ttle 
. navy; scattering it far asunder, dismantling someof 
··the·ships, anddriving them all ~onsiderably south of ., 
their proposed destination. . . . ." 

. Cortés,who had 'lingeredbehind to convoya disa­
bled 'vessel, .reaclled the 'island of CozumeI laste On 

. landing, he Iearned that one of his captains, Pedro de ' 
· Alvarado, had avaiJedhiinself oí the short time he 
. had been there, to enter the temples, rifle them of 
their few ornaments, and, by his viole,nt . conduct, so . 
far ' to terrify the · simple natives,' tbat they had fled . 

. . for ' refuge into the interior of the island. . Cortés, 
. higbIy incensed at these rash proceedings, so contrary 

. . 

". 

; . 

" 
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10 'the policy"he had proposed, could not refrain from 
-severely reprimandinghis officer in thepresence of 
the army. He commanded two lndian captives, 
taken by Alvarado, to be brougbt before him, and 
'explained to them the pacific purpose of his -visit., 
Tllis he ,did through 'iha assistance ;of rus interpreter, 

" Melchorejo, a native of Yucatan, who had be en 
,brought back by Grijalva, and 'who, during his resi­
dence in Cuba, hadpicked upsome .acquaintance 
with the Castilian. He then dismissed them loaded 
with presents,and with an invitation to their coun­
trymen to return to their homes without fear of fur­
ther, annoyance. Tlúshumane 'policy succeeded. 
The ·fugitives, Teassured, were not slow in coming 

........ .........------ back; and an amicable intercourse was established, . 
i in which Spanish cutlery and trinkets were m[chang- Generalín 
A . ~d for the gold ornaments of the 'natives; a traffie 

I1T1\ D[ 1\ !n wlucheach party congratulated itself - a philoso-' 
pher might think with equal reas9n - on 'outwitting 
the other. 

The first object of Cortés was, to gather tidings of 
the unfortu,nate Christians who were reported to be 
8till ~ingering in captivity on the . neighboul-ing con­
tinent. , From sorne traders in the island, he obtain­
ed such a 'confirmation .of the report, that he sent 
Diego de · Ordaz with two brigantines to tbe oppo-­
site caast of Yucatan, with instructions to remain 

. there .' eighi days. Sorne Indialls w~nt asmessen­
gers. in the , vessels, who consented to bear a letter 
to the captives inforining them of the arrival of theÍr 
countrymen jI} Cozumcl, \vith a · liberalransom for 
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~ their. release.' Meanwhile the ' general proposed ' to 
,make an excursion to .the different paitsof tIle island, 
that he mightgive 'employment to the. restless spirits . 

,of the soIdiers, and ascertain the resources of ~he 
country. . ' 

It was poor and thinly peopled. But _everywhere 
he . recognised the ' vestiges" of a higher, civilization' 
than what he , had 'before witnessed in, the ludian 

"islands. . ,The houses\vere 'sorne of . them large, and 
:often ,built of stone' and lime. He " was particularly 
struck withtbe temples, in whichwere towerscon­

. structed of the same solid materials, and rising seve-
,ral stories' in height. In the court of one of these he 
,was amazed bythé ,sight of a cross, or, stone"aIid 
lnne, about ten palms high. It was the emblem , of 

, ,the God oí rain . . ', Its appeara}lce suggested the wild- ' 
, est conjectures, ' nol mere]y to , the unlettered soldiers, ' 
,but'su~sequentlyto the Europeañ scholar,who spec':' 
ulated ,en the,character ;of the : races that had intro­
duced there the sacred symbol ,of Christianity~ ' ," But 
DO. such inference, as we . shall ·see hereafter, could 
,be warranted.1 ' "Yet it ,must be : regarded as a curi- ' 

, QUS fact, , that the ero'ss should have been venerated . 
as the object of ,r~ligious' worship both ' in tbe New 
World, ,and in regions of the Old, where the light 

, ofChristianity had never risen.2 , " ' 

1 See Appendiz, Part , 1" Note Hiat. de las Indias, MS., lib. 3, 
27. cap. '115. -Hencra, Hist. Gene-

}l Carta de Vera \ Cruz, MS. - ral, dec. 2, lib. 4, cap_ 6.-Martyr t 
Bernal Diaz, Hist.de la Conquista" de Insulis nuper inventis, (Colo­
cap. 25, et seq. - Gomara., OreS- nile, 1574,) p. 344. ' 

,'oiea, cap~ .10, 15. - Las Casas, · While tbese pages werepusing 

, , 

. . ' ,. ' , ' 
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The 'first ohje'ct of· Cortés was to reclaini the na­
ttves frómtheir~ gross idolatry and to substitute ,' a 
purer form of worship., ,In accomplishing this,he was 
prepared to use force, if milder measures should ' be 
ineffectual. There' was nothing which the Spanish 
government hád more earnestly at heart, than the 
conversion of the Indians. It forms the constant 
burdel1 of their instructions, and gave to the military 
expeditions in this western hemisphere some\vhat of 
the air of a erusade. The cavalier ' who embarked 
in them entered fulIy into ' these chivalrous and de-
votional feelings. No doubt was. entértai~ed of the 
efficacy of conversion, however sudden might be the 
change, or howeverviolent the means'. The sword 

................. -- was a good argument, when the· tongue failed; and 

. -' the spread of Mahometanism had shown that seeds Generalífe 
• sown by tite hand oC violence, faÍ' from perishing in 

'NTR D[ 1\ the ground, would , spring up and bear fruit to after 

, ; 

time., Ir this wcre so·in a bad cause, how'much' more 
'would it be true in a 'good one.The Spanish cavalier 

through the pross, but not till hvo and Cortés, and ,vhich suggest to 
years afier they were written, M~. him sorne important ¡nferences. 
Ste1'110n8' important and intorcst- He is led ioto furtber reflections 
ing vo]umes appeared, containing on tba existence oí the cross as a 
tbe nccount oC his second expe- aymbol ol ,vó,rship among tha is· 
dition to Yucatan. In' the latter landers. (Incidents of Travel in 
part of tha work, ha describes bis Yucatan,(Ne,v York, 1843,) vol. 
"isit to Cozumel, no\v an unin- 11. chap. 20.) , A~ the discussion 
habited island covered with impen- ' of these matters would lead mo 
etrable fQrests. N ear the ahore too far from the track of OUT nar~ 
he saw tba remains oC ancient In.. rative, 1 shall take occasion to re­
dian structurcs, ' ,vhich ho con- turn to them hereaftcr, when 1 
ceivcs may possibly havo been tha treat oC thearchitcctural remains 
same that met tho eyes oí Grijalva oC tha oouotry. 
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felt·hehad a high mission .to' accomplish as a soldicr 
of the. Cross. . Howeverunautborized, Ol unrighteous 
the., war into which. he had entered may seem to us, 
to him it was a. holy war~. He \VaS' in· arros against 
th~, infidel . . Not to care for the soul oí bis benighted 
enemy was to put bis own · in jeopardy. The con .. 
version oí .a ~ingle . soul · migbt. cover a multitude oí 
sins .. · It was not for moral s that he was: .concerned, 
but fOI the .faith. This, th·ough understood in its 
most literal and limited sense" comprehended thc 

. whole scheme of Christjan. morality. · Whoever died 
in tbe faith, :¡ however .. immoral had been- bis life, 
might be said to die in the ·. Lord. Such was the 

..... ............--creed oí the Castilian knight of thatday,l as imbibed 

. . . , 

!rom. the, preachings of tbe · pulpit, from clois~ers 
and coIleges athome, fro~ monks an(l missÍonaries 
abroad,- fromallsave one, whose devotion, kindlcd 

. at a purer. source, was not, alas.! . permitted to send . 
fonh its. radiance · far into tbe thickgloo~ . by which 

.. he was . encompassed.3 . . , ; · l 

."No one ·partook 'mor~ .fully oí the . feeling~· above 
described· than' . Heman .Cortés.. lle· was, in trutb, 

.. the very mirror of the times · in' which' he lived, re ... ' 
llecting its motIey characteristics, its. specuIative de .. . 
. votion and practical lícense, - but with an iritensity · 
all.bis own. · He wasgreatIy scandalizedat die 
exhibition, oí tbe idolatrouspractices of ;, the people 
o( Cozumel't though, .. untain,ted, as' ·it would seem', 

. ' 

3 Sea the biographical sketch oC . Postscript at tbe close oí tbe pre • 
. the · good. bishop ' Las Casas" tbs . ent Book • . '. 

le Protector oC the Indiana,!' in the 

" ., : . . 

..... . ",.:' ,. : . 
i: . 
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with, human~ sacrificcs. ,·He endeavoured to persuade 
them to embrace a better faith,~ through the agency 
oí two' ecclesiasucs who attended the expedition,­
the licentiate Juan Diaz and father Bartolomé de 
Olmedo .. The latter oí these: godly men afforded ·the 
rare example-rare: in any age-of the union of 
fervent zeal with charity, while. he- beautifully illus~ 
trated in his own conduct the precepts wllich he 
taught.. He. remained , with the army' througll- the 
whóle. expedition, and by his. ,wise~ ando benevolent 
counsels was often enabled to mitigate the, ,cruelties 
of the Conquerors, and to turno aside t)le edge of the 
sword from. the unfortunate natives .. 

___ '. These, t\VO missionaries vainly Iabored. to persuade 

'"TR D[ 

• 

tlle-people pi Cozunlel to l·enounce ' their abomina .. ' 
tions, and" to;· allow the', Indian idols" in . whicn the Generalífe 

, Christians! recognise'd the trne lineaments ,of Satan,~ 
to b,e: thrown. down. and demolishecL. The, simple 
natives, filled . with; horror at, the proposed profana.. 
tion, exclaimed tllat these were the gods Wl10 sent 
tñem die sunslline and. the . storm, and~, should~ any. 
lrlolence: be offered,' they would be. sure to aveng~. it 
&y sending-their lightnings on thc' 'headg of its Eer;. 
petrators., 

Cortés was"probably'not' much of á polemic." At . 
alI events" ne · pref~rred ) on" tñe present occasion ae­
tion .to argument;. and thought. that the best.way' to 
conlince the' Indians of the~r error was to prove the 

.. ,"Fuese que elDemonio sales que seria primorosa. imimcion del 
1 '" aparecia como es,.y dejaba.. en su, artífico la. fealdad del simu acro .. 

ima.ginacion aquellas especies ;, con Salis, Conquista,p. ~9r 
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falsehood of the prediction. .... He' 'accordingly; ~with..; 

. out further .;·ceremony, caused the venerated images . 
to . be- rolled down' the stairs' of .' tbe great temple,: 
amidst ·the • groans and lamen'tations of thenatives. 

_ An altar was ' hastily constructed, ~n' image 'of' the 
Virgin 'and Child placed',over :it,,'and mass was per­
formed by fatller Olmedo and 'his reverend compan~ 
ion ' for the first ti.me within .·the walIs of a tem'ple 
in New " Spain. " The patient- ministers ·tried once 
more to pour the light óf the. gospel intó ihe benighíed 
understandings .of 'the islanders, i and '. to 'expound the 
rnysteries

f 

of the 'Catholic faith. , The Indian inter-
preter must have afforded ' rather a dubious channel' 

..... -''-- {or. the transmission of such abstruse doctrines.' , But 
....... __ they át· length found favor with their auditors,. who;' 

whether overawed ' tiy tlie 'bold bearing of the in"': 
.vaders, 'or convinced of the impótence of deities that 
could' not' shield their · own shrines ' from ' violation; ' 
nowconsented. to embrace' Christianity.5' 

. , . 

5 Carta do Vera Cruz, MS. -the heáthen ahall gather some ideas 
. ,Gomara, Cr6nica, cap. 13. - Her- . oC the ~rue n~ture oC tbe Deity .· 

. rera,Hist. Genera); dec. '2, lib.· ·· and oí , tha ' doctrines they are to 
4, cap •. 7.- Ixtlilxochitl" Hist.embrace. ' Above aH, tba lives of 
Chich., MS., cap. 78. . · tbe Christians should be such as to , . 
. Las Casas, whose enlightened exemplify tha truth of these . doc~ . 

views in religion· wouJd. have done, trines, ' that, seeing this, tbe ' poor 
honor to the present age, insista " Indinn ma,y gloriey tha Father, and 

, on tba futility of thesc torced con- acknowledge him, who has Buch' 
, Tersions, PY ' which it is propased worshippers, Cor the ~ trne and only 

in a few days to : wean men trom ' God. " Sea the original remarks, 
the idolatry which they had been which 1 quote in extenlo, as a good 
taught to reverence from thecra- . spccimen oí tba Bishop's .8tyle, 
dIe. "The ónly way of doing when kindled by bis' 8ubject into . 
tbis, " he says, " ls, by long, assid· eloquence, in .Appendi:l,· Par" 9, . 
noua, and faithful preaching ,until ·· No. o. ' 

. " .. 

" 

~~, ' . 
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. While Gortés ,vas thus occupied with the t.riumphs 
of the 'Cross, he received , intelligence that Ordaz had 
returnedfrom Yucatan withollt tidings. of the Span­
ish captives. , ,Though much chagrined, ,the' gen~ral 
did not choose to po~tpone longer hi~ departu~e from 
Cozumel. : ' The' lleet .Ila~ ,been wellstored lvith pro- ,' 
visions by the .fri~nqly inhabitants, and, embarking 
his troops, Cortés, in th~ beginning. of March" took 
Ieav~ of -its hospitable shores. The squ,adron ~ad 
not proceededfar,.however, before. a leak in one of 
the v~sselscompel1ed . them to return to, the same 
port. The detention was, attended with' important 

• consequences; so, much so, indeed, that a ,vrit~r of 
AIIIIIIiII------the time discerns in it'~a great "mystery aDd ",a mir- ' 

........ -----acle." 8 , 

. .. Soon . after landing"acanoe witb. several Indi~ns 
was , s~en making ' its , way from the , neighHouring 
shores ofYucatan. " On reaching' the island, one of 
the , en inquired, in broken , Castilian, "if h~were 
among Christians" ;and, being answered in the af­
firmative, threw himself on his knees and returned 

, ~hanks to Heaven for hisdelivery. ',He was ane , of· 
'the un~ortunate captives for whose ,fate so much in­
terest hadbeen felt~ , ,His name was Jerónimo de 
Aguilar,a native.of Ecija, in 01d Spain, where he 
,had . been regularly educated for thechurch. He 
had been es.tablished with tlÍe colony at Darien, and 
on a ,voyage from ' tllat place to Hispaniola, eight 

, years previous, ·was wrecked near the ' coast of Yuca-

" G" ,Muy gran misterio y mila.gro de Dios." Carta de Vera Cruz, MS. 

VOL. l. ' 35 
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, uin~ , He escaped with severalof his 'companions in 
the ship's 'boat,where sorne perished from hunger and 

'exposure, while others were sacrificed; on their reach" 
'ing land, by the cannibalnativesof the peninsula. ' 
Aguilar was preserved from the same disma! fate by 
escaplng ' into . the interior, ,where he, fell lntothe 
.hands of a 'powerful' ca,cique, who"though he spared 
bis life, treated him ' at first ' ,vith· great ' rigor. ' ,The 
patience ' of the 'captive" however, and llis 'singulat 
hu~ility, touched the bétter feelings of the chieftaint 
who, would have . persuaded ,AguiJar to . take . a , wife 
among rus p:eople, :but the ecclesiastic , steadily re .. 
fused, in .obedience' to his vows.',' This · admirable .. ------------ constancy· excited the ,distrust, of the , caciqu'e, : who 

_---.:.. put hisvirtue ·to asevere test by various tempt.ations, r 
and much ofthesamesort a~ those withwhich the Genera I 
Devilis said to 'have ·assailed St.~ntllony.~ , From 
all these fiery ' tria] s, , however, like llis ghostly' prede-

UnT' U 'J\ c~ssor, he ~ 'came'out unscorched. . Continence is too . 

. '. : .' 

" .. .. ' . . 

. . " . , 
. , ," 

rare and difficultavirtuewith ,: barbarians, not to · 
challenge their. veneration; 'and the práqtice oC it 'has 
·made the reputation of more ' than ,'one saint ',in the 
OIdasweII as theNewWorld. ', Aguilarw~s now . 
intrusted with the care' oC ,his; 'master's :household 
and his 'nuínerous wives. " He' ,vas a, man of discre-
'tion; as :well as virtue';' ~nd · his counsels were ~ found . 

, , 

" ' 1 Th~y'~e(lnumera~d "by Hct- . i:lib. ~4;'eap" 6-8.) " The .atorY 
rera. with a. minuteness which may is P!eui1y told by Washington Ir­
claim,at least, the merit ol giving ' ,Ting •. ' ,.Voyages and Discoveriet 
a much higher notíon. oC Aguilar's of the Companions oC , Columbu8~ 

. virttie than thebanen generalitics (London, 1833,) p. ~63, é, 'seq. , 
, ol'the text. JHist. General, de". : 

, ,1, 

. *' 

, 
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so salutary, that he was consulted 'on ·all important 
matters." ·Inshort, Aguilar became a gréat man . 
among, the' , J ndians. ", ' ' .. " . 

It was with much ' regret,therefore, tbat his mas­
ter received the proposals for his return to his coun­
trymen, to 'whichnothing but the rich treasure of 
glass, beads, hawk~bells, and , other 'jewels· of like 
value, sent ·for his ransom, would ·'have induced him 
to , consent. When Aguilar ' reached the coast, there 
hadbeen so much 'delay, that the brigantines had 
sailed, and it ,vas owing ' to the fortunate ,return oí 
the Heet to Cozumel, ,that hewas. enabled to join i~ . 

------. ," On' appearing before Cortés, ·the, poor man saluted 
~.........-- hiffi in' the . Indian style, by touching the· earth with 

. T1\ D 

his hand, and carrying it to his head. · 'The coro- ' 
mander, raisinghim up, affectionately embraced him, 

, covering' him at ,the 'same· .~ime with his o\vn cloak, 
. J\ as Aguilar was simply cIad in the habiliments of the 

country, somewhat too scanty for a European eye. 
1 t was long, indeed, before the tastes Wllich he had 
acquired in the freedom of the forest could be recon­
ciled· to the~constraints either ofdress or manners im­
pos~d ,by thc artificial forms of civilization.Aguilat's 

· long residence in thecountry 'had familifrized him 
with the ,Mayan dialects of Yucatanfand, as he grad-, 
ualIy revived his Castilian, he became of es~ential im­

, portance .as ·an interpreter • . Cortés saw the advan-' 
Uigeofthis,from "the first, but.he could not fully esti .. 
m~te all the consequences that ,vere to flow from it.s, 

. " , . " 

, 8 Camargo, Historia de Tlaseaa Ind., MS .. , lib. 33, cap. 1. - Mar­
lá, MS.- Oviedo, Hist . .. do. las t;r, De Insulis, p. 347. - Berna! 

' Gen·erali . 
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.: : The· repairs of the' vessels íbeingat' len'gth 'com"; 
. pleted, the Spanish' ct?mmandef once more took leave 
of the 'friendlY 'natives' oí ,Cozumel, and .set sail _ on 
the 4th of March~ .: Keepingas near as possible to 
the ' coast .oí 'Yucatan, he doubled . Cape ' Catoche, 
and ,vith fl~wing shéets swept down . the broad hay, 
of Campeachy, fringed; ·with' the ,rich .dye-woods . 
which have since furnished' so important an .article 
of commerce 'to, Europe.:,·:, He passed Potonchan, 

. wnere ',Cordova had experienced a ' rough reception 
fram the natives; and soon after reached 'the mouth 
of the ' Rio 4e Tabasc~, or Gri.i~lva, in '\Vllich ·that 

__ ~ navigator ha~,carried on so lucrative a traffie. ' Th~u'gh 

mindful oí the 'great object of his voyage;- thevis~~ . 

" 
I 

............... ___ to . the Aztec tel'ritories, - he was desir0us of ac- Ge erali f 

, quainting himself 'witH th resources of this country, 
. and , 'determined . to ·· ascend" the river and 'visit · the 

.' great townon·its ,borders . ... . , . . / ..... . 

DI .' ", .. 'fHe water :was so shallow, from tbe accumulation' 
of sand at :them.outh oí the stream, that ~e general 
was obliged toleave the ;ships' at anchor, : ~' and -to ' . ' 
embark' iri . th~ ' boats .with a partonlyofhis for~es. 

' . ' . Thé. banks ,were- i thickly 'studded with mangrove ' 
trees, 'that, with. · their roots sbooting 'up ando inter]a .. 

· cing one another, formed ~akind of impervious acreen 
or 'net-work', bellind which thedark 'fonDs of the na~ . 
tiveswereseen glancing 'to .and fro with the ·'most · 
trienaci,ng .1ooks '. "and g~stures. ·' . ·. Cortés, much sur- . 
prised at these unfriendly demonstrations; 50 tinlike 

• ._ ' ,.. • • • ' fI" • • , • • '. ~ ' . " • 

Diaz, Hist. de la Conquista, cap_ :' - Las Casas~ Hiat. de las Indias, . ' 
' > ,' " ,29.-- Carta· de . Vera Cruz, MS. ', MS., lib. 3, cap. 115, 116. 

:: '.\ 

. , . 
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,vhat he had had, reason to .expect, moved -cautiously 
up the stream.;" _ ' When he , ,lIad reached ,an 'open 
place, ,wh~re a Iarge number of Indianswereassem-
,bled, he asked, ,thrpugh his interpreter, leave, to land, 
explaining, at the , same time hisamicable intentions. 
But the Indians, '-brandishing their weapons,_ ans\ver­
ed only witli , gestur~s of, ~ngry defiance.' : Tliough': 
much chagrined, Cortés tllOUght it best not to urge 
the' matter. furthet tllat evening, but withdre\v, to 

, a -' neighbouring island" wl1ere he, disembarked .' his 
~ troops,~esolved -to effect a .. landing ' on" the follo\ving 

, . 
mornlng. " , " 

~--...:.....' -Wllen ,day, brolte, the Spaniards ,~a\v the opposite 

'11\ DI 

, . 

banks lined \vith a much more' numerous array tllan' 
, on .. -tbe 'preceding ~vening,. while: , the canoes along ' 

the'shore were .filled with bands,- of armed warriors~ 
Cortésnow marle: hi preparations for the attack • . ,' .' eneralí~ ' . 
He first landeda ,detachment of a hundred men un-

_ ,der ,Alonso de . Avila, at \a point sOlnewIlat' lo\ver , 
down the stream, sheltered by a thick grave ?f paIros, ' 
from \vhich a road, a~ . h~ knew"led to the town of 
Tabasco, givirig· orders to hisofficer to march ' at 
',once on tlle place," wllile he ~imself advanced-to 'as-
sault it in ' front.9 " : ,, ' , 

" -Then - cmbarking ' the _ remainder of his ' tr,oops, ' 
Cortés ' crossed ~ theriver inface of the' e~emy; but, 

, 9 Bernal Diaz, His~. de la Con .. , Thero are sorne discrepancies be-
quista.,' cap. 31. - Carta de Vera tween the statements oC Berna.l Di .. 
Cruz, " MS~' ~ Gomara, 'Cr6nica, az, and tbe Letter from Vera Cruz ; , 

, cap. 18. - I"as Casas, Hist.de las, hoth by _'parties ,vh~ ,vere prcs--
- Indias, MS., lib;'~, ca.p. 118.-- ., ent. , · 

Martyr, De InsuHs, p. 348. 

" 
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before ,commencing . hostilities, that he . might "~ct 
with .entire regard to justice,and in obedience to 

· the~ . i~structions of the · Royal. Council," 10 hefirst 
caused proclamation : to . be . made, tbrough the inter-
preter, that · he .desired only' a' free passagc , .for . ,bis 
men ; ~. and tháthe proposed torevive .. the friendly 
relations whichhadformerly subsisted bet\veen, his 
countrymenand the natives.' ,·· He assurcd tllem·that 

. -: ir bloodwere spilt,. the sin 1vould lie . on their hcads, 
-and . that resistan ce would be ~se]ess, since', he was 
resolved ' atall hazards to takeup .· his quarters that 
Dight in the·· town of Tabasco. ..... This proclamation, 

" 

------ . delivered ' in lofty tone, :and·. duly, recorded · ,by . . tha 

;ji , 

'notary, was, answered , by the,Indians ~ lvho might 
possiblyhave comprehendedone word · hí ten oí it Ge 'D aljf~ 
...... with shouts ·of-defiance and a shower ,o[ arrows.1l .. : 

; • Ir o. 

,'. ,Cortés, ,having ilow ,complied witb all , the requísi-
,"-" ... . 
i& . ' ; _ 

. . ~ " 

., .. . " . ~ " 

;. " , ~ ' : " '. .. .~ ;¡ 

-> 10 Cart3:do Vera Cruz,: MS.":" henaibla to tha barbariana. (lbid., 
, , Bemal Diaz, Hist."de la Conquista, ' lib. 3, cap. ,67~) ,The (n.moul for­

cap. 31 • . " _ .', , " ', ' . : " , , ' , muja, uscd by the Spanisbcon-' 
, 11 "See, ,,' exclaims tbe Bishop' ;'querors on t~is occasion~ \vas drawD . 

oí Chiapa, in his cauano veio, ~'tho_ up by Dr. Pa~acios Reubio8; aman 
, ~eaSonableness oC this ' 19C1uisition,' ".oC lettcrs" and a member oC the 

or, tospeakmore corrccÍly, the fol ... e , King'scouneil. , u But 1 lnugh'at 
)y and insensibility , oC' the Royal hiin and bis letters," exclaims Ovi .... 

,:Couueil, whocould ·lind,in : .. tbe¡ 000," ir h~thought a word oril 
, rerusalo.C tha Indians~o recei,e it, could be comprehcnded by theun­
, a good pretéx~t '{Ol war." , '(Hist. tutored Indians!" (Hist. de ~ las 
delas ~ Indias, MS., lib. 3, cap. \ lnd.,MS., lib. ' 29, cap. 7 .. ) The-' 

, '. 118.) • "In anotberplace, he pro- regular M~niresto; ' Nquirimiento, 
DOUDces' an ' animated " inTective maybe found ttanslated in the con .. 
agailist '.tho: iniquity: of tbose'who .. 'cluding pagel oC Irving'a "Voy .. ' 
coY~ed 'up ~o8tilitie8 ' under , 'tbis ages ' oC the , CompanioDa oí Colum-' ' , 
'empty {orm oC ,vards, the impon ,bua." , ' ' 

, "': 0( wlúchwas utterly :incomprc- . ". , 

\ , 

.' 

" _, . ~ . ' ., ' 
' - . . 
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tions of a loyal cavalier, and shifted the responsibility 
from his Olvn slloulders to those of the Royal Council, 
brought his boats alongside;' 'of the lndian canoes. 
Theygrappled ·,fiercely together" and both, parties 
were ' soon in the water, which· rose abo ve the, gir-

. dIe. ,: The struggle ,vas not , long, though ' desperate. 
',The superior strength of the Europeans prevailed, 
and ,they forced the enemy bacK. to land. . Here, 
however, tlley were supported. by their ,countrymen, 

, who showered down ,darts, arrows, andblazing bil­
'. lets of wood dn the, heads of , the invaders. ,The 
banlts were 80ft' and slippery, and it was with . diffi-

---.. culty the ' soIdiers made good their, footi~g. , Cortés 
------' lost a sandal "in , tbe "mud, ,but continued , to . fight t 

, barefoot, ,vith great exposure of his pers0l:1,. as the 
, Indians, who 800n singled outthe leader, called to G nerarte 
,' one another, "S rike at tha chief!" ' 

" At length the Spaniards gained' the bank, ando 
were able ,to come ,into 'something like , order, when 
they !opened a brisk fire from their arquebuses and 
~l'ossbo,v~. , "Th~ enemy, astounded by , the roar and 
flash · of ,' the fire .. arms, ' of which ,they had " had no 
'experience,fel~ back,and retreatedbehind a breast~ , 

. work of timbér thrown across tlie way.. The, Span~ 
iards, ,hot in' the pursuit,' soon , carried, these rude 

~ defenccs, and ' ~rove the Tabascans ' beforetllem to~ J 

wards the town, \vhere , tbey. again took shelter be- ¡ 

'.hind their palisades. , 
.' Meanwhile 'Avila badarrived froro the , opposite 

"quarter,and the' natives taken by ~urprise madeno 
furtber .' attempt nt resistance" l)ut aba.ndone'd. tbe 
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place ' to . the: Christians. They had" previously re .. 
moved , tbeir . faJll.ilies and effects.. .' Sorne 'provisions 
fell into tbe hands of the, victors, buÍ' little · goId, "a 
circumstance,'.' .' says Las .' Casas, ," ~vhich gave them . 
no, particular satisfaction.'??2 It was'a very 'populous 
place. The houses ·were mostly of m~d ;. the better 
50rt of stone and lime ; ,: affording . proofs in the inhab­
itants of .a superior refinement to . that found in tbe 
ISlands, . as their .stout . resista~ce had given evidence ' 
oí s~perior valor .13 . . .' . ~ ':. ' . . ., .. " . ' . 

,Cortés~ . having thus made himself"master 'of the , 
town, took , formal possession oí it .· for tha . crown of' 
Castile. He; gave ' three .cuts with · bis' sword on a 

.............. - . large ' ceiba tree, which · grew in .the place, and pro .. ··; 

'U" T 

," ¡ 
- , . . ' 

~ ___ ----...claimed aloud, that 'he tookpossession of thecity in" 
the name and behalf of:·the ·Catn lic ~· so:v.ereigns, and 
,vould maintain :and,:defend . th.é 'same with slvord 

. and· ~uckler against. all who should gainsay it. ¡ The , . 
. same ... vatinting ,' 'declaratio~ ·was . also. made.. bydle 

. ..; ',~ 

. \ 

, 12" HaUáronÍaa llenas ·de maiz é· lapidilnu eiCálcé·fabrefacteB,tntui.· . 
gallinas y otros :vastimento8, ~ ' oro: md indu8tr~c1 et.architectorum ar- " 
ninguno, d~ 10 que ,ellos n~, rcsci .... te." (De Insulis, p. 340.) Wi~h his, ¡ . 

. viéron mucho plazer."Hist. de las . usual inquisitive spitit,' he glean~ 
Ind.,MS.,·ubi supra. ' ·' . . ~" - ed all the particulars írom thoold : 

,13Peter Martyr give,s a glow- pilot Alaminos, and from two oí ' 
ing picture oC this Indian capital. the . officers of Cortés who . rcvisit- , 

, u Ad fluminis ripam protentum di~ . ed Spairi in' the . coufse oC tbat ' . . 
. cunt,esse ,'oppidum, : quantu~ ,: non ,year • . Tabasco was inthe riejgh~ .; 
ausim ~icere: mil1e.quing~ntorum ·. bourhood oí thQse ruined cities ol : 

. passuum~ ait' Alaminusnauclerus, , Yucatan, which hava lately been . 
et domorum quinquéac vjgintimil~ : the theme of 80 much speculation. · 

... ,lium: stringunt a,lij, ingens. tamen ,' The encomiums of Martyr arO not ' 
, ' fatentur' et celeble. Hortís ínter... ' ';0 remar~able asthe apathy or~ 
.; Bec.antur domus,ique sunt' egregi~ ', other contemporary chroniclers. ' . 

.... 
, . 

>- . 

. ' 

t 
'.' . ;' \ 
\ 

" . 

• 

' . , 
Ge , era ·" 

j'< 
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soldiers, and the ,whole was duly recorde~ and at-' 
tested by th~ hotary. ' This was theusual simple, 
but chivalric form, '\vith' whieh the Spanish 'cavaliers 
asserted the royal title to the : conquered territories 

, in the. New World. ' It ' W~Sél . good title, doubtless, 
against the claims of any other ' European potentate. 

, The general took up his quarters that 'night in the 
court-yalwd of the principal temple. ' He , posted ,bis 
sentinels, and took· all ,the , precautions practised in 
wars' with a civilized foe. Indeed, there ,vas rea~ 
son fot them. ,· A suspicious ,silence ' seemed to reign 

. through. the ' place ' andits neighbourllood; and , ti...; 
dings were brought ,ihat tli'e interpreter, ' Melchorejo, 

-~ had Bed, leaving his Spanishdress hanging on a tree. , 

D[ 

Cortés was disquieted ',by the desertion ofthig roan,:' . 
who wo~ld not only infor~ .. hiscountr~m~n ~f · they Ge . era/ife 
smal}.number ol: the , :Spanlards, . but 'dlSSlpate any , 
illusions that might , be. entertained of their superior , 

. ' 

natures. ' , . ', . 
On ' the following morning" as no traces of. the 

enemy wel-e visible, Cortés 'ordered· out a ,detach­
ment under Alvarado, and ' another under Franciscp 
de , Lujo, to reconnoitre. The ' la'tte'r officer hadO not , . 
advanced a league, . before he learned the posi~ion , 
of the Indians, by their' attacking 'him in' such force; 
that he ~as, fain to take shelter in , a. ,large stone 
building, where he ·was cl~sely besieged. Fortunat'e- ' 

" 'Iy ·tlle loud yelIsof ,the assailants, like most 'barbar­
ous nati,ons seeking to , strike terror by tlleir ferocious 

, enes, reaclled , the , ears of Alvarado and his \ men, ' 
who, speedily advancing' to the relief. of their com-

VOL. l. . 36 
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rades, enabled: tbero · to force " á passage through . the 
'enemy." Bothparties retreated, 'clos"ely pursued,. on ' 
the town, "when Cortés, marching out to their sup­
'port, compelled the Tabascan~ 'to retire • . 
" , A few prisoners were taken in this skirmish. By 
them Cortés found hisworst apprehe~sions verified. 
:The country was everywhere in arms • . ~ force con­
sisting"of many thousands ·had assembled from the 
neighbouririg ' provinces, and a general assault ,vas 
resolved on for" the next day.To the general's in;... 
quiries '. lvhy he . had beenreceived · in so different a 
manner from his predecessor, Grijalva, · they anslver- . 
ed,. · tbat 1" the conduct of the Tabascans then . had 
given ".great .offence to theother Indian tribes, who 

-- taxed .. them . ,vith, treachery and ' cowardice; so ' that / 
theJ1 hadpromised, on any ·return of tlie white' men, 

. to resist them in tne s'ame ··manner tbat tHeir neigh-

Ul1T . D· 
. ' bours had done." l,~ " ' . '. <". ': :' . .. :~ ,. , . . . " " . < 

1\ . Cortés :might now well regret that he had allowed 
. himselfto dcviate fl'omthe direct 'object of his' en­

terprise, and to becóme , ·entangled' ina doubtfulwar 
, which could lead to no profitable result~ · . ·But . it \vas 
. . too late to.repent • . ~ He had taken the ste'p, and had 

no alternativ·ebut ·to go forward. ' . To re treat: would 

o. '; . 

./ . • l 

.. 

. , dishearten. "h~s ownmen !at the outset, ': impair ' their 
confidence inhim as their . leader, and confirm the 

"' arroganceof his foes, · tho . tidings '. oí . whose ' success' 
might precede himon hisvoyage,and preparethe . 

. ,' .: .",J ~ " . ' 
... ;' 

. " 

14 Bernal Diaz, Bist. de la Con..' de las Indias, MS., Jib.3, cap~ 118,: 
.. ~ quista, cap. 31, 32.-Gomara, Cr6- '119.'-Ixtlilxochitl,1Iist. 9hich., 
, . ...... JUca, cap. '18. --Las . Casas, Jlist. . MS , cap. 78, 79. . , ' . 

. '1 

~... . 

. ~' . 

' . ' : .. : ... . . ', 

. " I 
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<. 

• 
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,wayfor greater, mortüicatíóns and; defeats. He ' did 
_ not hesitate. as t9 tpe course he wa~ to pllrsue; but, -
calling ~is officers' toget~er, announced his intention 
to give battle the followingJllorning. 15 -. 

, He sentback _ to the vessels such ,as were disabled' 
by. their wounds, and ,ordered the , remainder of the 
forces to join th~ ' camp. Six of the ,- heavy guns 
~er~ , also ' takenfrom the ships, together , \vithall 
:the horses. ', ,The animals were stiff and torpid from 
long confinement. on board; ' but a few honrs' exer~ , 
cise re stored, them to their strength and usual spirit. 
He gave ' the command of the artillery - if it may 

----~ be , dignified ,with the , name ,~ to a soldier , named 
............ ---Mesa, who had acquired sorne experience as an ~n-' 

---------o gineer in' the 1 talian wars. : . Th~ . infantry,. heput 

T- [ 

. underthe orders ofDiegode Ordaz, and took charge G neralí e 
oC, the cavalry' himself. It .consisted of sorne of the 
most . valiant gerttlemen · of his little band, among 
whom ; may be mentioned Alvarado, Velasquez de 
Leon,. A vila, Puertocarrero,' Olid, Montejo. Having 
thus made all the" necessary .arrangements; and ' set­
tled his , plan of battle, he retired to rest, - but . Dot . 

to . slumber: ' His. feverish .. mind, as may well be 
imagined,was filled' with . anxicty for tbe . morrow, 
which might qecide· the fate of his expedition; . and, 
aswas his wont on such occasions, he 'was frequently 
observed, during ,the night, going ' the rounds, 'and 

, , . 
. . 15 According to Salia, who quotes~ course he should pursua. (Con .. 
tbe addre,8s oC Cortés o~ tha OCC3,- "quista, cap~ 19~) . .Jt . is possible ; 
aion, he Burnmoned a 'council oC but 1 find no warrant foro it any­
his captains to advis6 him as to the \vhere. 
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, . ' 

visiting. the sentinels, ,to sae . that no one , sIept. upon 

bis post. '. ' . .. " " 
.. '" ·1\t the fir~t- glimmering . oí, light .he mustered: -his 

army, ando declared his purposenot .to·abide, cooped 
'up in the town, . the assault , of the enemy, but to 

: march at once against him. For he well kne,vtl1at 
, .. the spiri~ rise ,vith action" and that the ' ~ttacking' 
party gathers a confidence from " the I very movement, 
which i8 not felt by'tI1e , one who' is . passively, ' per~ 
hap,sanxiously,awaiting -rhe assault. , · The Ind!ans 
were ·understood ;to, be ~ncamped on,a leyel,'_ground 
a few miles distant from the city, called the , plain of . 

_____ Ceutla. The general cornmanded that Ordaz sh~uld 
march with the fQot, including the artiIlery,directly, 

acro~s the couritry, anda~tac~th~m infront"while y Gen ralí . 
he hlmself woul~fetch a Clrcult wlth the .~orse, ando . . 
tum theÍr ' flankwhen thus eitgaged, or fall o upon 

, their rear. · ,. . : ¡ ' . 

. : These ~ispo~itions . being " 'completed,~e little.ar­
JIly, heard, ·.mass ". and then ' . ,sallied . for~h ' fro~ ., Jhé 
\vooden .. walls of T~basco. :: I~' was .· Lady~day, ~ .tlle , 

. t,venty .. fifth ' of,March;~longmemorable in the .an-
nals :of Ne\v .Spain .. Th~ district arouIid the to,vn was 
chequered with · patches. of ·maize, and, on the lower 

' : ']evel" with , plantations '. of ,.cacao, ~, s.upplying ,~he " . . 
. be:verage, and, perhaps thé coinóf the . country, as 
in ., Mexico. · .. , These·· . planta tions, ; r~quiring . constan t .. 

. . i~gation, ' ,ver~ fed by numerous 'canals and reser.. . 
voirs · of water, · so that the countrycould . not be tra- ' 

. v~rsed , lvithou.tgreat toil ' anddifficulty •. ' ., It . was, 
, . 

, """ 
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however, intersected ',by a 'narrow path or cause,vay, 
, over' which the cannOll could be dl·agged. ' 
, ' The troops advanced 'more than a league' on their ' 
laborious lnarch, without ' descrying ,the enemy.. The 
lveather ,vas sultry', butfew of them ,vere embarrassed 
by the heavy mail wOÍ"n by' the European cavaliers 
af that period~ "Their cotton jackets, tbickly quilted, 
afforded atolerableprotection against the arrows of 

, . the Indian, aild 'all,owedroom for the freedom and 
~ctivity of movemerit es'sential to alife of rambling ' 
adventure in thewilderness. ' 

.. At length they carne in, sight of , the broad plains 
-----------of Ceutla, and 'beheld the dusky' lines of the . eneroy 

r : nr 1\ 

stretching, as far as theeye ,could reach, along :the 
edge' of the 'horizon. .~ The Indians had, sho,vn sorne 
sagacity in ·ihe ,clioice 'of their 'position; and, as the ' 
weary" Spaniards ' carne sIo\vlyon, floundering, through 
{he morass; the T~bascans set up' their hideous bat­
t1e~cries, and discllar'ged , voIleys' of arrows, stones, 
and 'other missiles, : which rattled' liké ha.il on the, 
shields ,and' helmets of tIle ' assailants. Many were . 
severely 'wounded, before they' could' gain' tbe firm 
grouIid; where they soon 'cleared a ' space for them­
selves, ~nd opened a 'heavy Jire of artillery and IÍl11S­

ketry ori , the dense 'columns of the ene'my, · which 
presented a fatal mark 'for the balIs. Numbers ,vére 
swept down at everydiscllarge; but the bold barba­
'rians, far from being' dismayed, tllrew up dust and , 
lcaves to lñde their losses, and, sounding their war 
ins~ruments, "'shot off freshflights ', of arrows. in re­
turne ,', 

Gener life 
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. ~" ; Theyeven ,pressed closer on 'tbeSpaniards, and, . 
" vhen 9riven off bya ~ vigorous' ,charge,. soon ,turned 
" again, and, rol1in'gbi:lck like the lvaves of the oceao, , 

se.emed r~ady to overwhelm the,little b~nd by \veigllt , . 
of numbers. ' . Thuscramped, the latter ~ had scarcely 
room to perform their n~cess,ary evolutions, or even" 
~o work their ' guns with effect.16 

' .. rhe :, engagement had now Iasted . more tban a~ 
hour, and the Spaniards, sorely pressed, looked with 
. great anxiety for thearrival of: tlle hors~, -,Wl1ich 
som~ unaccount~ble impediments must have detained, 
~ to relie~ve them from theirperilous position. ', ' At 
. tbis crisis, th~ furthest columns of ' the Indian army . 
were seen to be agitatedand thrown intoR disorder 
that rapidly sprea~ through the whole · in?S~. . It was y 
not long before· ,the ears 'of tha' Chnstlans were 

. . . ~ 

. salutedwith the 'che,el'ingwar-cry' of "San Jago and 
San Pedro!~' and ,theyl1cheld the bright helmets and 
swords 'of theCastilian chivalry . flashing" back the · . 
ráys of' themorning sun, "as ' they .dashed thr~ugl1 tha' 

. ranks of · the· .. enemy,striking : to the right and léft, 
.. and scatteri~g dismay ' around them. '· The . eye of 

faith, indeed, could'discern the 'patrQn Saint of Spain, 
himself, mountcd on ' bis grey war-horse, heading th~ 
re~cue . and trampling over . the . bodies of th.e · faJlen 
infideIs! 17 .~ . ' , , ' . . , . . 

. .' . " . " , 
.' . . 

• "'",.,. ,1 . "' ,4 , I 

. 16 ~ Ca8~, 11m. de las Indias', " cap. 79'. - 'Bernal l>iaz, , Hist . . do 
MS;" lib.,3, cap~ 110 ..... Gomara;· la. Conquista, cap. 33, 36.-Carta 
Cr6nica, ,cap. 19, ' 20.-1Ierrera, · do Vera Cruz, MS. ' . .• / , . 
Hist. General, dec . .2, lib. 4, cap. ' 17, Ixtlilxochitl, Hist: . Chicbt t 
11.~MartyrtDo Insulia, p, 350. MS.,'cap.70. · '.. , . 
"":Ixtli1xochitl, lIiat. Chich., MS." "Cortés supposed itwas .hil . 

. . 
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The approach of Cortés had been g'reatly retarded 
by · the broken . nature of the ' ground. When he 
carne uptthe Indians ·were SJ. hotly engaged, that 
he was upon them< before they observed Ilis approach. 
He ordered his men to direct ' their "lances at thefaees 
of their opponents,18 who, tcrrified at the monstrous 
apparition, ~ for they supposed the , ridel~ . and . the 
horse, which · they had never before seen, to ' be one 
and tbe same,19- were seized·witll a panic.' Ordaz 
availed himself of. it to command a general charge 
along the line, ando the Indians, many,of them 'dlrow .. 
ing away their, arms, .fled without attempting further , 
resistance. 

---'''- . Cortés was too content .with the victory, to caré 
to .follow it up by dipping his sword in the blood of· 
the fugitives. · He drewoff his. meIi to a copse of Generalife 
palms which .skirted the' place, and under tlleir· broad 

. 11\ . D[ canoRY tIte soldiers offered up thanksgivings to the 
Almigllty for the victory Voucllsafed them. . The 
field of battle ,was made tIle site of a town, called, 
in honor of' tlle day on which the 'actioIi took place'. 

owri t~telar saint,St. Peter," sa.ya . . . 18 lt' was the order- as the 
. . Pizarro y Orellana.; "butthe com- reader may remember-given by 

Inon and indubitable' opinion . is, Cresar to his followers in bis battle 
that it was our gloriou8. apoatlo St. . with Pompey ; 
1 ames, thebulwark and safeguard u AdtersofJque jubet fetto .conrundett 
oí our nation." (Varones Ilustres, vultus." 
p. 73.) " Sinner that 1 am," ex- LUCAN, Pbarsalia,Ub. 7) v. 575. 

claims honest Bernal Diaz, in a. ~9 "Equites," says Paolo Gio-
more skeptical vcin, " it was not vio, ce unum integrum Centaurorum 
pcrrriltted to me.to sea cither the specie animal esse existimarent." 
ona or the other oC the Apostles on Elogia Virorum Illustrium, (Basil, 
this occasion." Hist. de la, Con- 1696,) lib. 6, p. 229. 
quista, cap. 34. 
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Santa María de la Vitoria, long:áfterwardsthe c~pi­
tal of theProVÍnce.20 "The number ' of those " who 
fought or f~II in ' the el1gagement 15 altogetliet doubt .. 
fuI. ' Nothing, indeed,. is' more uncertain than numer~ 
icalestimates of barba~ians'. : And"they gaiIi nothing 
in probability, wh,en ,they come, as ID the present in~ 
stance', ,from the reports "of ,their enemies. Most ac­
corin'ts,howevér, 'agree that ' the' 'lndian fafeecon .. 
sisted ' of five ' squadrons oí' eight thousand men eacl1. 
Thereis" moredisc'repancy as to the' number 'of sIain, 
varying from 'one to thirty thousand! ,In -this mon~ 
strous discordance, the . commo~ ' disposition toexag-, 
gerate may lead na to look for truth inthe neigh-

,bóurhood of 'ihe ,smallest nuniber. 'The " Ioss of the 
Chnstians 'was inconsiderable; " not exceeding~ if Gerierali 

" we ' receive their own ' ~ reports, pro~ably¡, from . the 
sanie",causes, much 'díminislling the truth~two killed 

, ' and less than a hundred wounded! We may readiIy 
coniprehendthe' · feelings , of tlle ' Conqucrors,' whe~ 

, tbey ',declared, ' that "lle'aven must , have fought ,: on 
, . their side, ' sincetheir: own strength c01ild ' 'never haya . ,, ' 

prevailéd against such · ~ multittide ofenemies! ,,21 . . 
,'," - ; . , ", ,. " , . . ... . 

. , : .. -. 

m' Clavigcro, Btor. del · Mcssico, Hist. de la Co~quista, ' cap. ' S5.) ,', 
"tom; m. p.ll. '", , :;" . It 'ís Las Casas, who, regulating 

m " Crean V ras. Reales Altezas his mathematics, as' usual, by his ' 
por ,cierto, que, esta batalla fué ,fcelings" tates the Indían ' lo8s at 
vencida. trias por voluntad de Dios , tba 'exorbitant amount cited in tha 
que por nras~' fuerzas, porque para. text' ce This," he concludes dryly, 
, con quarenta mil hombres de guer- "" wasthe flrst prcaching of tbs 
ra, pocadefenstL fuera' qu~trozieh- ' Gospel by Cortés in N C\V Spain ! " 
'tos·que nosotros eramos.'" (Carta ' Hist~ de ,las 'Indias, MS.,·lib. 3, 
de Vera Cruz, MS. ~ Gomara, 'cap. 119. ' ' 
,Cr6nica, . cap. 20 .. - Bernal Diaz, ' ' 

. . ' " 

, . 

. 
,¡ 
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Sever~~ p~isoners were taken in the battle, among 
them two chiers~ ,' ". Cortés :gave them their liberty, 
~nd sent a m~ssage , by tlu~m to their ' countrymen, 
,~ that , he " wouId overlook the past, if tlley would 
come in at once, ' and tender their subnlission. Oth­
er,vise he would ~ide , over the land, and put ever)'­
li~ng thing ,·in it, man,. woman, and child, to th~ 

'slvord !". With. this formid~ble menace ringing in 
their cars, the ~nv()ys departed. 

But the Tabascans had no relish' for further hostil­
ities~ . A body of inferior chiefs appeared the next 
day, cIad in dar~ dresses of cotton, intimating their 

-------- abj~ct condition, '. an~ implored leaye to bury their 
.AIIIiIII ....... - dead. · It was granted , by the general, with many . 

assurances of his friendly disposition; ~ut at the . same 
time he "told tbem, he expected their principal ca~ IGe, eratífe 
ciques, as . he would treat. 'with Done other. These . 
soon presented them.selves~ attended by a' numerous 
train of vas~als, who fol1o~ed with timid curiosity to 
theO Christian camp. Among thei~ propitiatory gifts 
\vere t,venty f~male slave,s, ,vhich, from the charact~r 
of one of them, proved of infinitelymorc consequence· 
than was anticipated by either Spaniards or Tabas-
'cans. ' Confidence w~s soon restored; .and was suc- . 
ceeded by a friendlJ, 'irttercourse, and the interchange' 
of Spanish toys for the'" rude commodities of; th~ · 

' coun~ry, articles of food, eotton, and a few gold orna-
men~s. oí little value. When asked where the preciolls 
metal was procured, they' pojnted to the west, · and 
answered .· · " Qulhua," . "Mexico." The Spaniards 
saw. this was no place for thero totraffic~ or to tan'y 

VOL. l. 37 
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.in .. ~ Yet here, they were not many leagues distant 
.froIn a potent. and opulent. city, ,ar ,vhat once had 

· been . so, the ,ancient Palen.que. , B.ut its glory may 
~ave \ even then passedaway,an4 its . name have . 
been forgotten by the surrounding nation~. " 

Befare ~i~ departure the Spanish .commander d!.d 
notomit to provide for onegreat object of hi~r expe;' 
dition',the conversíon of the Indians . . ·· lle 'first rep­
resented to the caciques, that '·he, had heen.sent thith­
er by a power(ulmonarchon ' ~h~ other sideofthe 
.water, to whom he hadno,v a' right to .claim their 

· allegiance. · ,. He. then caused· the 'reyerend fatlle~s 

r 
i 

! ¡ 

1 
--- Olmedo ' and Dié:lz .· toenlighten 'tbeir minds,; asfar as 

possible, in regard to the great truths of revelati~ri, 

. ~. 

urging them to receive these in place of theirown ' lJenerali ~ 
heathenis~ abominatipns. The. Tabascans, whose 

· perceptions were , DO doubt matcrially quickened by 
the . iscipline they had . undergone', made but a faint 

. r.e,sistance to either ·proposal.. :The next daywas . 
. Palm Sunday, an~ the ' general- , resolved to celebrate 

' . their conversion by .one oC those pompous 'ceremoni- . 
als of theChurch, ,which'should make a lasting im~ " 

· pression on' their minds. .. ... . .• , 
'A. . solernn processioQ . was formed of the whole 

army"with the . ecclesiastics at their head, each 801-

.dier bearing a palm~branch . in ·his hand~ .. · The con- . 
. course ' was swelIed . by. th,ousands 'of .Indians of , both 
sex-.:q, . whofollowed in curious astonishment at the . 
spectacle. The Jong files ' bent'their way througb 

..the 'flowery savannas · that¡bor4ered, the settlement, 
.. ; to the princ1!lal temple, where an altar was raised, 
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and the image' of ' the presidingdeity was deposed 
~to make room Cor thát of- the Virgin ,vith the ' infánt 

, Saviour~ Mass was· celebrated by father Olmedo, 
and the soIdiers lvhowei-e capable, joined ' in the 
solemn ' chant. ,'The- 'natives listened in profound 
silence, and, if ,vemay believe the chronicler of, the 
event,vho witnessed ', it, \\'eremelted ¡nto tears; 
'while their hearts "vere penetrated with 'reverentiaI 
a ,ve for ' the ' God of 'tbose terrible beings who seem­

'ed to 'wield 'in ' tl1cir own hands the 'thunder and thé 
lightning.22 ' . " ;, " 
,'The Roman Catholic ' communion' has, it 'must be 

~ __ ad'mitte~, 'some decii:led advantages overthe Protest':' 
ant, -foro the purposes " of proselytislIl. The dazzling ---. pomp of its ~ervice and ' its touching app~aI to the 
sensiüilitles ' affect the imagin,ation of therude' chi1d " eralife 
of 'nature. much more powerfully than 'the cold ab- ' 

TR D[ Slractions of' Pro~estan~ism, Wllich,addressed to the 
reason, demand a degree of refÍnement ' and mental 
culture in theaudience to comprehend tllem. ' The ' 
respect, moreover, s110wn by the Catholic for the ma­
terial representations of Divi~ity, greatly facilitates 
thé ~ame, objcct. ' ,It is,true, such representations are 
used by llim only as incentives, not as the objects of 
wor~hip. ' But this distinction is· 10st 'on the savage, 
lvho fin'ds such, forrns of 'adoration too analogous to 
his own to impose any great violence on his feelings. 
It is only ~equired of him to transfer hi~ homage 

, 2l Gomara, Cr6nica, cap. 21, Casas, Hist. de las Indias, MS., 
, 2~.-Carta de V,era Cruz, MS.- ubi supra. 

,Martyr, De Insulis, p. 351_ - Las 
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from: the 'image of Quetzalcoatl, the benevolent deity 
.who ~wa]ked among men,· to th~t of the Virgin oro 
the' Redeemer; 'from the Cross, which he has wor­
shipped as the ' emblem of -the God of rain,' to the 
sameCross, the symbol of salvation. '" 

These solemnities concluded, Cortés prepared to 
return to his ships, well· satisfied with the impression 
made on the ilew converts, andwith the conquests 
he had · thus .achieved for ' Castile and Christianity. 
The soIdier~f;\ taking leaveof their Indian friends, 

. entered. the. boats ' with the .palm-branches in their 
hands, and ' descending tha. river' 'reembarked on 
board. their vessels, which 'rode at anchor at its ---- . . . .. 
mouth.··· A.favorable breeze was, blowing, and the 
little navy, opening . ·its sails to receive it, was soon 
on its way 'again to 'the golden shores of MeXico • 
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VOYAGB: ALONO ' TlIE COAST.-DoÑA MARINA..-SPANIARDS LAND IX 

MEXICO. -INTER~IEW ,WITH THE 4,ZTEOS. 

" . :1519. 

. THE ' fleet held its course so near the shore, that 
the inhabitants could be seen on it; .and, asit swept 
along 'the winding borders of the G~f, the soldiers, .' 

-~ 

· who had been on the former expedition lvith Gri-
jalva, pointed out totheir. companions ~he memorable I 

places on th'e coast. '" Here was ~he Rio de JAlvarado, , qeneralife 
namcd 'after the' gallant adventurer, whowas present, 
also, in ,tllis expedition; there the Rio de Vanderas, 
in which, Grijalva had carried on so lucrative a com-, 
merce with the Mexicans; 'and there the Isla de los 
Sacrificjos, wh~re ' the Spaniards first s8:w the ves 
tiges ,' of human sacrifice'on the coast. Puertocarrero, 
as he listenedto these reminiscences of the sailors, 
repeated tlu~ > ~ords of _ the old baIlad of Montesinos, 
" Here is France, there is Paris" and there the wa-
ters of the Duero,"! &c. u·But 1 advise yau," he 

, .. Cita Franela, Montelin08, 
, . ', ' Cata Parla la cludad~ 

Cata las aguas de Duero 
, " Do van fa. dar en la mar. u 

:rhey are the words oC tbe popular' 

old baIlad, first published, 1 believe, 
, in tha Romaneero de A mbéres, and 

lately by Duran, Romances Ca~ 
ballerescos éHist6ricos, Parte 1, 
p.82. 


