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m~asure froro the mista oí superstition which obscure the best produc .. 
tions of an earlier periodo From these causes, the work, notwithstand· 
ing its occasional prolixity, and the disagreeable aspect given to it by 
the profusion oí uncouth names in the Mexican orthography, which 
bristle over every page, has found merited favor with the public, and 
created something like a popular intetest ID the Bubject. Soon after 

. its publication at Cesena, in 1780, it was translated into English, and 
more lately, into Spanish and Gennan •. 

R D[ 1\T1D1\lUCl1\ 

P. · Monu;' tal de la A/' ambra y Generalife 
ONSEJERIA DE CULTURA 
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, MEXI0.~N MYTHOLOGY.-T~E SACERDOTAL ORDER.-THE TEMPLES:' 

~HUMAN SACRIFICES • 

. . -THE civil polity of the Atzecs is SO closely blended 
with their religion, that, without ,uriderstanding the 

,latter, it , is ,impossible to fotffi ' cor~ect ,ideas' of , their 
governm~nt o~ their social institutions. ', 1 shall pass 
over, for, the present, sorne remarkable ,traditioIis, 

, ,bearing a singular resemblance to those, found in the 
~criptures; and endeavour ' to ' give ' a brief sk,etch of 

" '" their mythqlogy, and, their , c~reful 'provisions' 'for 
, maintaining a national worship. , 

, , Mythology ' may be ", regarded as. the poetry of "re­
ligion, ~ or rather as the póetÍc .development . of the 
religious . 'principIe ·in ',a "primitive age. ' It is the 

, effor,t of untutored , man, to ' explain' the mysteries of 
, , " . -

existence, and the secret agencies by , which the 
operations of ' nature' , are ' conducted. ' Although the 
growth of similar c'onditions of society, itscharactér 
inust vary' "dth th?t of the' rude tribes _ in which . it 
originates ; ' and the ferocious .Goth, quaffing , mead 
from the skulls of bis " slaughtered. enemies, ' 'must 

. have a very different mythology .frOII1: that ' of" the 
'effeminate native of Hispaniola, ' loiteringaway his 
hours in ' idle pastimes, under ' the shadow of bis ba ... 
nallas. 
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, . 'At "a later and more refined period,. we sometimes 
find these primitive legends combined into a regular 
system' under the hands of the'" poet, and the ' rude 
outline moulded into forms of ideal beauty, which 
aré ,thé objects of .adoration in a credulous age, and 
the ,delight of all succeeding ones. Súch were the 
beautifuI inyentions of Hesiod and Homer, "who," 
says the Father of History, "created the theogony of 
the Greeks"; an assertion not to be-taken too liter­
ally, since it is. hardly possible that any man should 
create a religious system for his nation. 1 They only 
filled up t4e shadowy outlines of tradition with the 
bright--tótÍ~hes of their own imaginations, until they 
had clothed them in beauty which kindled the imagi-

nations of o~ers •. !he ,pow~r of the po.et, inde~d, Generalífe 
may be felt .111 a sImilar way 1 a much nper perlod 
of society. To say nothing of the "Divina Com-
media," who ' is there that rises from the perusal of 

.. "Paradise Lost," ,vithout feeling his own concep­
tions· of the angelic hierarchy quickened by those of 
the inspired artist, and a ne'\v and sensible form, as 
it were, given to iinages which had before floated 
dim and undefined before him ? 

The Iast-mentioned perlod is succeeded by that 
of philosophy; which, disclaiming alike the legends 
of the primitive age, and the poetical embellish-

1, .~"t1I1'''''t' $utD,f". ClEA.A",.,. He.. supplied the numerous gods that 
rodotus, Euterpe, seco 53. -Hee- fill her Pantheon." Historical Re­
ren h~zards a remark equally searches, Eng. trans., (Oxford, 
stTong, respecting the epie poets 1833,) vol. ill. p~ 139. 
of India, " ,vho," saya he, " have 
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ments ',of ~' the. succeeding ' on~, seeks 'to shelter itsélf 
from the .chatge of implety by ' giving . an . allegorical 

' , ~nterpretation-to ,thépopular mythology" , and , thus 
to ' ~econcile the , latter With the genuine ' ,deductions , 
oí -science. , , . , " 

The Mexican reiigiOIihad ... emerged fromt1i~ fHst .. 
of, tbe periods ' w~ hay¿ been considering, and, " aI~ 

" though litde' a:ffected' by ,poetical ,infIuenc'e,s, ' 'had, 
receiveda peculiar complexion froro the""priests, who 
'had "digested 'as thorough and ' burdensome a ' cere-

, monial~ as ever e~sted iti ariy nati0Il:. :' They-heid, 
moreover; thrown the veil o~ allegory~ over ,early ' 

---- tradition, and invested their deities with attributes, 
___ savo~ng much , ~ore ,'of the grotesque conceptions 

'of the eastern nations in the Olcl W orld, thán of the 
'lighter ficti(),~s of Gr~ék 'mythology, in which , the 
f~atures ,of humanity, however exagger~ted, ' were . 

.. J\nnever wholly ab~Iidoned.2 . ' , " . 
: , . In ,con~emplating the religious system of 'the Az-, .. 

'tees, one 'is struck . with itsappa~eilt · i~congruity, 
,as ,if someportion of .. it had, emanated fram a com­
,paratively refined people" open to gentle influences, 
while ' the rest breathes a spirit, of unmitigated fe­
rocity. · It ,naturally suggests the idea of two dis ' 
tinct 'sources, and authorizes the belief, thatthe" Az,'" 

\ ' , . 

. , ' ,,-, 

,,' 2 The Hon. MountstuartElphin.. philosophic work suggests. sorne' 
stone has fallen into a similar train curious points of ,~esemblance to 
oC tbougbt, in a comparison oí the t~e , Aztee . religious . institutions, 
Hindo~ and Greek Mythology, in that may fumish pertinent illustra- , 
h~s " Historyof India," published 'tions to the, mind bent on tracing 
since tha remarks in the tex~ were ' the affinities oí the Asiatic and 
written. . (See , Book l. ch. 4.) American reces. 
The same chapter of this truly ' 

"eralife 
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tecs had inherited from their predecessors a milder 
faith, on ,which was afterwards engrafted their own 
mythology. The latter soon became dominant, and 
gave its dark, coloring to th:e creeds of the conquered 
nations, - whiéh the Mexicans, like the 'ancient 
Romans, seem willingly , tohave incorporated into 
their . own, - until 'thesame funereal superstition 
setded over 'the farthest borders of . Anahuac. 

The Aztecs recognised the existence of a supreme 
Creator and Lord of the universe. They addressed 

f: . him, in their prayers, as" tIle God" by whom we 

'l' live," " omnipresent, that knoweth all thoughts, and 
!.¡ .......... ___ -- giveth all gifts," ",vithout whom man is ~s noth-
k . :, ,"f ing,'.' "invisible, incorpore al, one ' God, of .perfect 

I~ : " perfection and purity," "under whose ,vings ,ve find . 
,\ ... "; repose and asure defence." These sublime attri- Generallfe 
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butes infer~no inadequate conception of the' true 
God. I But the idea of unity- of a being, with whom 
'volition is action, who has no need of inferior min­
isters to execute his purposes - was too simple, or 
too vast, for their understalldings; and they sought 
relief, as usual, in a plurality of deities, who presided 
over the elements, the changes of the seasons, and 
the . v~ious 'occupati9Ds .of man.3 Of these, tp.ere 
were thirteen principal deities, and more than two 
hundred inf~rior; to each of whom sorne special day, 
or appropriate festival, was consecrated. 4 

. ~ 3 Ritter has well shown, by the 
example of the HiIidoo system, 

. how the idea of unity .suggests, of 
itself, that of plurality. History of 

VOL. l. 8 

Ancient Philosophy, Eng. trans., 
(Oxford, 1838,) book ~, ch. l. 

4 Sahagun, Hist. de 'Nueva Es ... 
paña, lib. 6, passim. - Acosta, lib. 
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, At ',.thehead of all stood" the terrible '~ Huitzilo-
potchli"the- " -M~xicari Mars;although, it is ,doing i~- -', 
justice ,to the 'heroic war-g9dof,. antiquity .10 : identify , 
,him \ ~th this sanguinarYJ' monster. ' ":,This,' was, '~, the 
.. .' , ' " ~' 

,-'patron ,deity 'of the ' nation. " His fantastic : image 
' Was loaded with 'costly ornaments. ,' His, t~mples 
're-re , the most stat~ly, ' and augustof~he . ' public -ed­
ifices; and ,his altars reeked. with the,bloodof , 'hu~ ' 
man hecatómbs in , every ~ city, , ofthe.-empire., ,Dis­
astrous, ' indeed" mUst have" been ' the influence ~ of 
such a . superstition . on the characterofthe people.5 

. ~ , 1 J "_ 

5, ch. 9. -Boturini, Idea, p. 'S, et the Aztec goda, -in the same 
seq ~ --Ixtli1xochitl, Hist. Chich. , manner as with the Greek, - to' . 
MS.,: cap. l .. -Camargo, Hist. de admit of its personification by any 
~asca1a, MS. , ', , . -one. 

" The ' Mexicans, according to ' 5 Sahagun, Hist .. 4e Nueva Es 
Clavigeró, believed 'in an evil Spir- ' paña, lib. -3, cap. 1, et seq .-Acos':' 
it, the enemy, of the human race, , ta, .lib. 5~ ~h.9.L-Torquemada, 
whose barbarous name signified Monarch. -Ind.,lib. 6, cap. 21. ~ 
" Rational Ow!~" . (Stor. del Mes- Boturini, Idea; pp ~ 27, 28. ' , -
sieo, tome TI. p. 2.) The curate Huitzilopotchli is compounded oC ' 
Bernaldez Speaks of the Devil be.. two words, signifying" " humming~, 
ing embroidered on the,dresses of bird," and '~ , left," fromhisimage 
Columbus's Indi~ns, in the likeness having thef~.athers ofthis bird on 
of an ow1. , (IJistoria de los Reyes ' its 1eft foot; , (qlavigero,- Stor. del 
Cat6licos, MS.~ cap. 131.) This Messi,:,o, tome 11. p. 17 ;) an ami~ 
must not be confounded,however, ble etymology for so ruffian a dei­
with the evil Spirit in the mytholo- ty. --The, fantastic forms 'oí' the 
gy oí tbe N ortb American Indians, Mexican ídols were in the highest 
(see ,H~ckewelder's , Acco.unt, ap. ' degree symbo~ical~ See Gama's 
Transactions . of the ' American learn~d exposition oí the devices 

, Philosophical , Soéiety, ': -Philadel.. on the, statue oí the goddess "found 
phia, vol. 1. p. 205,) still less, in the great square ofMexico. 
with the evil PrincipIe of the Ori- (Descripcion d~ las, DosP,iedras, 
ental nations . oí the , Old ,W ~l'ld. (México, 1832,) Parte 1, pp. 34-
lt was 'only one amongmany dei- '44.) The trad.ition respecting the 
tíes, for evil wa~foun·d too liberally origin of thisgod, or, at least, his 
mmgled in t~e natures of most of appearance on earth, is curioua. 

, \ 
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, _": , ,'A far 'more interesting personage in their mythol­
ogywas Quétzalcoatl, . godof thc ' 'air, a divinity 
wh<?~ during ' his residence on earth, instructed the 
natives in the usé' of metals, in agrieulture, and in 
the arts' of government. He was one of those ben­
efactors of their species, doubtless;· 'who have' , been • 
deified· by .the ,'gratitudé· of posterity.' ,Under him, 
the : earth teemed 'with fruits and flowers, without 
th~ pains of culture. Ari ear of Indian corn was as 
much as a single man could carry. The eotton, as 
itgrew, took, of its 'own aceord, "the rich dyes of 
human arte The air was fIlled with intoxicating 
perfumes and the 's,veetmelody of birds. In short, 
these were the halcyon days, which! find ' a place 
in the mythic systemsof so many nations in the eneralife 
Old World. , It was the golden age of Anahuac. 

He was , bom of a woman. His learned and luminous work on the 
mother, a devout person, one day, History oí Christianity, "accord­
in her attendance on the temple, ing to a tradition known in the 
saw a hall of bright-colored feath- West, 'was born of a virgin. So 
ers fIoating in the nir. She took were the Fohi oí China, aIid the 
it, and deposited it in her bosom. Schakaof of Thibet, no doubt the 
She 'sooo after found herself preg- same, ,vhether a mythic or a real 
nant, and tbe dread deity was bom, personage~ The Jesuits in China, 
coming into the world, like Miner- says Barrow, were appalled at 
va, all armed, -" ,vith a spear in finding in the mythology of that 
the right hand, a shield in the 1eft, country the counterpart of the "ir­
and bis head surmounted by a crest go Deipara." (V 01. 1. p. 99, note.) 
of green plumes.' (See Clavigero, The existence of similar religious 
Stor. del Messico, toln. TI. p. 19, ideas in remote regions, inhabited 
et seq.) A similar notion in re- by different races, is an interesting 
spect ,to· the' incarnation of their subject of study; furnishing, as it 
principal deity eXÍsted among the does, one of the most important 
people oí India beyond the Gan- links in tbe great chain of commu'" 
ges, of China, and of Thibet. nication which binds together the 
" , Budh," says ?vlilman, in his distant families of nations . 
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_.- Fro'm 'sorne cause, not explained, Quetzalcoatl - in~ _ 
c~rred' the . wrath of ,one ,of th~principal ' gods, and 

, , ,vas ' compelled" to ' abandon ,tbe 'colintry. ' On. his 
" way, he sto'ppedat';'tbe city of Cholula,, _where , a 

temple -was' dedicate'd to :his ,' worship, I the massy ru~ 
~ ins 'of which ' still form one, of , the most interesting' 

l-elles of , an tiq~ity, in ', ~exico .. ' When , he reached-' 
the shores of the Mexiean' Gulf, he' took leave 'of his 
followers, promising that ': he ' a~d bis' descendants 
would reñsit them hereafter, and , then, 'entering his : 
wizard ' skiff, ' made 'of serpents'skins, embarked on 
the great ócean· for the fábled , lalld of. Tlapallan.-
He ' was said' to ' have , been 'tall in, stature, ' with a , 
white skin; long, dark' hair, ' 'and "a flowing ' beard. ' 
The :'MeD.cans looked confide~tly, to the return of 
the b~nevolent ,deity ; , 'and this' remarkable tradition; 

, deeply cherished in their Hearts" prepared the way, 
I as · we shall see· hereafter, for . the future success of 

the Spaniards.6 

6 Codex Vaticanus, PI. 15, and za to ,-identüy this god with the 
Codex Telleriano-Remensis, Part apostle Thomas, (Didym:us signify-

' 2, PI. 2, ap. Antiq. oí Mexico, ing also a twin,) ,who, he ~uppóses; 
vols. I.,VI.-Sahagun; Hist. de carne over to'Ameriea to preach 
Nueva España, lib~ 3, cap. 3,4, 13, tbe gospeI. ,In this ' r'ather start-
14. -Torquemada, Monarch. Ind., ' IÍng conjecture he is supported by 
lib. 6, cap. 24 • ......:...Ixtlilxochitl, Hist. severalof bis devout countrymen, ' 
Chich., MS., cap. l. - , Gomara, who appear to bave as little doubt 
Cr6nica de'la Nueva España, cap. , 'of tba fact as of the. advent oC St~ . 
222, ap.' Barcia, , Historiadores 
Primitivos de las Indias Occiden .. 
tales, (Madrid, 1749,) tome TI. 

Quetzalcoatl signifiea " feathered 
serpent. " The last syIlable m~ans, 
likcwise, a ' " twin ''.; which fur­
nished an argument for Dr. Siguen-

James, for a similar purpose, in ' 
the 'mothercountry. ' See the va­
rious authorities and ' arguments 
set forth with beeoming gravity in 
Dr. Mier's dissertation iñ Busta"" , 
mante's edition ofSahagun, (libo. 3, 
Suplem.,) and ,Veytia, (tom. 1. pp. 

y Generalí ,. 
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. . ",T~ have not space for, further, details. respecting 
the Mexican,' ,divinities, the, attribut~s' of many of 
whom, were" carefully defined, as they descended, in 
regulargradation, ·to the penates or · household gods, 
whos~ little itnages·.were to be found in the humblest 

. dwelling. ' r ' .. ' 

" The Aztecs .felt the curiosity, common' to man 
In a]most , every stage of civilization, to ,lift the veil 
which covers the myste rious past, al)d the more ' 
awful future. :' They.sought relief, like the nations 
of the " OId. Contip.ent, froro . the oppressive idea of 
et~rnity,. by. breaki:ng it IIp into distinct cycles,o~ ""'-___ =-~= periods of time, each of several thousand years' .du-

___ "'--o ration. . There were four of these cycles, ando at the 
. end ,of each, by. the agency of one oí- the element,s,­
the: human . familj was swept' from the earth, and 
the 'sun blotted out from the . heavens, to be again 

unTR D[ J\ rekin<Iled.7 

160 - 200. ) Our ingenious coun­
trymao, McCulloh, carnes the Az-

. tec god up to a still more respectable 
antiquity, by identifying him with 
the patriarch Noah. Research­
es, Philosophical and Antiquarian, 
conceming the Aboriginal History 
oí America, (Baltimore, 1829,) p. 
233. 

7 Cod. Vat., PI. 7-10, ap. Antiq. 
of Merico, vols. l., VI. -Ixtlilxo­
chitl, Hist. Chich., MS., cap. 1. 

M. de Humboldt has been at 
some paios to trace tbe analogy 
between .. ~he Aztec cosmogony 
and that oí Eastern Asia. He 
llas tried, though in vain; to find 
,a . multiple which might serve as 

.-
the key to the calculations of the 
former. (V ues des Cordilleres, 
pp . . 202 - 212.) In truth, there 
seems to be a material discordance 
in tha Mexican statements, ' both 
in regard to the number of revo­
lutions and their duration. A .. . 

manuscript before me, ,of Ixtlilxo-
chitl, reduces tbem to three, before 
the present state of the world, and 
allows only 4394 years for them ; 
(Sumaria Relacion, MS., No. 1 ;) 
Gama, on the faith of an ancient 
Indian MS., in . Boturini's Cata­
logue, (VID. 13,) reduces the du­
ration still ]ower; (Descripcion de 
las Dos Piedras, Parte 1, p. 49, et 
seq. ;) while the cycles oí the Vat-

eneralife 
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... They imagined three separate States 'c,f existence 
in the -future life. The wicked" compr~hending ,the" 
greater ' part e of mankind,. were to ,' ,expiate their 
sins 'in' 'a 'place,' of everlasting darkness. ,( "Ánother 

" class, ' with ,no ' other merit , than ~hat of haVing died 
ofcertain diseases, capriciously ' selected, were ', t<;) .. 

enjo.y-a,' negátive . existeIic~' of indolent contentment~ , 
The highest place wasreserved, 'as in 'most: warlike 
nations, for the heroes wh~· fell ' in battle, or in sacri-
,fice., ' They passed, at once;into the presenée ofthe 
'Sun,whom they accompanied with songsarid choral ' 
dances, in bis bright progre ss' through' the heavens'~ ; 
and, after sonie years, their ,spirits went to, animate 

..... ---- the cleuds and singingbirds" 'of ' beautif\Il , plumage, 

J, nT 

.' 

and to revel amidst · ~e · . rich blossoms and 040rs of a y 
the gardens of ' ,paradlse~8 Such was :the heaven- of , _ 
'the Aztecs:; more' refined' in its "character ,' than that 

DI of the more P?lished pagan, whose elysi~m r~flected 
011]Y the martlal sports, or sensual gratIficatlons, of 

,'this life.9 ', In , the ' destiny' iliey', assigned to , the 

ican paintings take up near 18,000 
years.-It is interesting to observe 
how the wild conjectures of an ig­
norant age have been confirmed 
by the' more recent discoveries in 

, . geology, making it probable that 
the earth has experienced a number 
of conyulsions, . possibly thousands 

, of years 'distant ftom each other, ' 
, which have swept away tba laces 
then existing~ and given a. new 

" aspect 'to the 'globe.' 
8 Sahagun, Hist. de ' Nueva 

España, lib. 3,Apend.-Cod. Vat., 
'ap. Antiq. ofMexico, PI. 1-5.-

Torquemada, Monarch. Ind., lib~ 
13, cap. 48. 

The last Writer assures us, 
"that, as to what the Aztecs said 
oC their going to ,h1311, they weÍ'e 
right; for, as tlíey rued ' in ,ignó-­
rancé of the trua faith, they have, 
without ' question, all gone thera to 
suffer' e-verlasting punishment"! 
Ubi supra. 
, ' 9 1t conveys ,but a pOOl" ' idea ol 
thesepleasures~ that tbe shade oí 
Achilles can say, "he had rather 
be the ~lave of the meanest man 
on earth, thansovereign among 

-

'eneraf 
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,Vicked, we di~cern siinihlr· traces 'of ' refinement ; 
since the ' absence ~f al~ phy sic al , tortll:re forms a 
striking , con~~ast to 'the schemes of sufferingso in­
ge~iously deVised by the fancies of themost ,enlight­
ened nations.10 

.- In al l.., this, so. contrary , to the 
, natur<:tl I s~ggestions of th,e fer~cious Aztec, .. we , ,see 

, the evidences of a higher civilization; inherited from 
their , predecessQrs in. the land. 

AIIiIII __ ---

, Our ~imits,vill allow, only ,a , brief allusion to one 
,or two of their most interesting ' ceremonies. On 
the death ,of ,a person, his corpse was dressed in the 
pe~uliar habiliments of his tutelar deity. It was 
~trewed , with pieces ,of 'paper" which operated· as 
charms against the dangers of the , dark road, he was 
to .travel. ' . ,A throng of 'slaves, ifhe 'were 'rich, was 

.1. s;,¡crificedílt his obsequies. . His body wasburned; 
• and the ashes, collecte9. in a vase, were preserved in 

JUl1TJ\ nI 1\ one of the apartments of his 'house. ,Here we haYA 

the dead. u (Odyss. A. 488--490.) 
The Mahometana believe that the 
souls oí martyrs pass, after death, 
into the bodies of birds, that haunt 
tbe sweet -waters and bowers ~f 
Paradise. (Sale's Koran, (Lon­
don,. 1825;) vol.. l. p. 106.)­
TheMexican h~aven may remind 
one of Dante's, in its material en-

, joyments; which, in both, are 
made ~p of light, music, and mo­
tion.. The sun, it must also be 
remembered, was a spiritual con­
ception with the Aztec ; 
el He sees with other eyes tban theirs; where 

, tbey 
lJehold a SUD, he spies a deity." 

10 It is singular tbat the Tuscan 
bard, while exhausting his inven­
tion in devising modes oí bod!!y 
torture, in bis "Infemo, " should 
have made so little use oí the mor­
al sources oí misery. That he 
has not done so might bereck ... 
oned a strong proof of the rude­
ness oí the" time, did we not meet 
with examples of it in a later 
day; in which a serious and 
sublime writer, like Dr. Watta, 
does not disdain to employ the 
same coarse machinery for moving 
the conscience oÍ. the reader~ 

eralife 
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successively the usages· of the Roman' Catholic, ~the 
, M~ssulman, the Tartar, and the Ancient )Greek 'and 
Roman; curious coincidences; which' ma.y' show how 
cautious we ' should be in ' adopting coIiclusionsYfound~, 
ed , on 'analogy.l1, " , 

, 'A more 'extraordinary coincidence may ,be tfaced 
'with Christian rites, in ,the' ceremony ', of naming 
their children. ~ , The lips 'and ~osom of the infant 
were sprinkledWith 'wate!, and "the' Lord was' --im~ ' 

plored to permit the h?ly 'drops to ,wash awaythe 
sin thatwas given ' to it before the foundation of the 
world; so that the child m.ight be born anew." 12 

W e ar~ reminded of Christian moral s , in .' ruore than 
one of their prayers,",in, which " they used regular , 
forms.- ".Wilt thou bIot us out, O Lord;for ever? ra y 

' ls tbis punishment iritended, ' not ,for our reforma-
tion, , but for 'Oill ,destruction?" ,' ,Again, "Impart 
to us, out of thy . great -inerey, thy gifts; which we 

JUnTJ\ U.· are not worthy to receive . through our ·. own mer-·. · 
its~" ,, "Keep ,pe~ace , with a~," s~y~ 'anot}¡er petition; ' 

}l Carta del Lic. Zuazo, (Nov~, 12 This interesting rite, usually , 
1521,) MS.;..- Acosta; lib. 5, cap. solemnized with gr~at formality, 
8. - Torquemada,Monarch. Ind., in the presence oí the ,assembled 
lib. 13, cap. 45. -Sahagun,Hist. frienda and , rel~tives, is detailed 
de ' Núeva España, lib. 3, Apend. wit~ ininuteness ' by Sahagun, 

._ ~ Sometimes the body was buried (Hist. de Nueva España, lib. 6, 
entire, with valuable treasures" if ' cap. 37,) " and by Zuazo, (Carta, 
the :deeeased ' was rich. The MS.,) both , ofthem eyewitnes$es. 
"AnonymouS Conqueror," as he For a version oí part oí Sahagun's 
is' called, saw gold tothe vaIue oí account, see Appendix, Part 1, 
3000 castellanos drawn , from one note 26.~ 
oí these tombs.· ' Relatione d' un 
gentil', hu~mo, ap. Ramu~io, tomo 
ID. p. 310. 
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"bear injuries 'with ~umilit)r; God, who ' sees, will 
avenge you." , -' But the most striking · parallel witll 
Scripture is in. the rema~kable de claration , that "lhe, 
who,'looks too .curiously on a woman, commits adul­
tery with'h~s eyes.'~ These ,pure and elevated max­
ims, it is true,· are ·mixed up with others of a puerile; 
and even br~taI character, arguing ~hat confusion," 
of the moral perceptions, which is natural in the 
twilight of .civilization.: One would not expect, 
however, torneet, in su eh a state of society, with 
doctrines as sublime as any i~culcated by the en­
lightened eodes of aneient philosophy.13 

But, although I the Aztec rnythology gather,ed noth­
ing frOID the. beaut.ifuI inventionsof the poet, nor 
from the refinements of 'philosophy, it, was muc4 ' 
indebted, '. as l' have noticed, to the priests,- who 
endeavou,red to dazzle the imagination of the people 
by the most formal and .pompous ceremonial. The 
influence of the priestbood must be greatest in an 
Jmperfect state of civilization, where it engrosses all 

13 e, i Es posible que este azote Dios bien os vé y responderá por 
y este castigo no se nos da para ,' vosotros, y él os vengará (á) sed 
nuestra correccion y enmienda, humildes con todos, y con esto os 
sino para ' total destruccion y' aso- hará Dios merced y tambien hon­
lamiento~" (Sahagun, Rist. de ra~" (Ibid., . lib. 6, cap. 17.) 

. Nueva España, lib. 6, cap. 1~) "Tampoco mires 'con curiosidad· 
" y esto por sola vuestra liberali- el gesto y disposicion de la gente 
dad y magnificencia lo habeis de principal, mayormente de las mu­
hacer, que ninguno. es digno rii geres, y sobre todo de las casadas, 
merecedor de recibir vuestras lat- porque dice el refran que él que 
guezas por su dignidad y mereci- . curiosamente mira á la muger 
miento, sino que por vuestra benig- adultera con la vista." (!bid.', lib .. 
nidad." (Ibid., lib. 6, cap. ~.) 6, cap. 22.) 
"Sed sufridos y reportados, que 
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the ' scarity ' science of the ', time' in 'its" own 'body. 
, This is" particularIy the case,when the scienceis ' 
, of thatspurious kind , which is less occupied , with 
" the real phenoniena of nature, than with the fanci-

, fuI chimerasof 'human superstition. " Such are the 
I ' 

sciences of astrology' and ,divination, in ' which ., the 
. ',Aitec, priests were ~well initiated; and, while they 

seemed " to hold thei,.keys ,of th,e future in their' own 
" hands, , they i~pressed; the '.:ignorant peopIe'" with 

sentimentsof superstitious aw~, beyond thatwhich 
, has pro bably, existed, ' in , an y, other coun try,:- even 
in aneient Egypt. , .. 
. , The sacerdotal order was very numerous; as may 

----- be inferred, from the stateme~t, ,that five thousand' 

------~ priests 'were; in sorne ~· way or other, attached to G,eneratife . 
the , pri~cipal temple in,' the capital. ' ,Toe varióus 
ranks and functions of tbis multitudinous b.ody were ' 
·discriminated .' with , great exactness~ Those' best 

JU Tl\ nt J\ . instructed in ... music took the management of the 
choirs~ . . 'Others arranged. the ,festivals conformably 
to the calenaar. · Some superintended the . education ' 
of youth, and others had charge .' of the hieroglyphi­
c~l 'pairitings and oral traditions; while ~he dismal 
rites of sacrmce were reserv~d for the chief . d!gni­
tanes of tbe order. 'At the head of ' the whole . 
establishment, were . two 'high-priests, . elected. from ,.~ 
the order"as it would 'seem, by the king ando prin~ 
cipal Ílobles,' without reference ' to" birth, but soIely 
for t~eir qualifications, as shownby their previous 
conduct in a 'subordinate station. They. were equal 

. in dignity, and inferior only to the sovereign, who 
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rarely acted without their advice in welghty,.matters 
of publicconcern.14 

Thé priests ',vere each ,devoted to the service of 
sorne, particular deity, and had quarters provided 
within, the . spacious precincts "of their temple; at 
least, while engaged in' immediate attendance there, 
- for they'. w:ere allowed' to marry, and have families 
,of their own. ,In, this monastic residence they lived 
in :, all the stern severity of conventual discipline. 

, Thrice during the day, and once at night, they 
were called, to prayers. They were frequent in 
theh.~'·ablutions and vigils, 'and mortified the flesh by 

___ fasting 'and cruel' penance, -::.- drawing blood froID 
their bodies by flagellation,or by piercing them, 

-----

IR Dr 

I 
j 

I 

with the thorns of the aloe; in short, by practising . Generalífe 
all those' austerities to which fanaticism (to borrow' 
the strong language of the poetJ 'has resorted, in 
eve JI age of the · world, 

" In hopes to merit heaven by making earth a hell." 15 

14 Sahagun, Hist. de N neva 
España, lib. 2, Apend; lib. 3, cap. 
9. -Torquemada, 1\1:onarch. Ind., 
lib. 8, cap. 20; lib. 9, cap. 3, 56. 
-' Gomara, Crón., cap. 215, ap. 
Barcia, tomo II.~Toribio, Hist. de 
los Indios, ~IS., Parte 1, cap. 4. 

Clavigero says that tlie high ... 
priest was necessarily a person of 
rank. (Stor. del Messico, tomo JI. 
p. 37.) 1 find no authority fOI 

this, not everi in his oracle, Tor­
quemada, who expressly says, 
"There is no warrant fOl the as .. 
sertion, however probable ihe fact 

may be." (Monarch. Jnd., lib. 9, 
cap. 5.) It is contradicted by 
Sahagun,whom 1 have followed 
as the highest authority in these 
matters. Clavigero had no other 
knowledge of, Sahagun's work 
than \vhat was filtered through 
the writings of Torquemada, and 
later authors. 

15 Sahagun, Hist. de Nueva 
España, ubi supra.-Torquemada, 
Monarch. Ind., lib. ,9, cap. 25.­
Gomara, Cr6n., ap. Barcia, ubi 
supra.. - Acosta, lib. 5, cap. 14" 
17 .. 

• 
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. ': The, great cities were divided into dist¡'icts, placed 
. under the charge of a s~rt of parochial. clergy, who· 
l"egulated ' every .act of· rel~gion 'witlI~n" " their pre- . 
cincts . . . It is remarkable that . they 'administered the 
rites of confession and ' absolution. · . The secrets of 

'. the corifessionaI \ were held inviolable, and penances 
were imposed :of much the . same kind as ' those . 
enjoin~d in the Roman Catholic . Chu~ch .. ' There 
were two remarkable · peculiarities in ' the 'Aztec cere­
mony·. ' ; The . first ·was,. that, as ' the ' repetitionof. an 
o~ence, . once atoned ' for, was deemed inexpiable, 
confession was made bu~ once ,in a man's life, and 
was· usually deferred to a . late. periodof · it, when 
the penitent unburd'~ned his co~scien~e, arid settled, 

~t once,.the long arrears of iniquity. "¡ Another pecu-. eneratif 
liarity was, that priestly absolutitm 'wasreceived· in Y. . 
place .of the ' legalpunishment of offences, and au-

. thorized ~n aequittal inease of arrest. Long after 
the Conquest, the simple natives, ' when, they carne 
un'der the arm of the.' law; so~ght to escape, by 
producing the certificate of their confession.16 

16 Sahagun, Hist. de N neva , from the sou1. Thou knowest tbat 
. España, lib. 1, cap. 12; lib. 6, tbis poor man hassinned, notfrom 

cap. 7. his 01vn free 'loill, but ·from the 
The address oC "the confessor, influence of the sign under which, . 

on these occasions, contains sorne he ' was .born." Afier a copious . 
things too remarkable io' be onút- exhortation to ' the . penitent, " en­
ted, .. . ~' O . merciful Lord," he joining a variety ofmortifications 
says, in ~is prayer,"" tbou who . a~d; minute ceremonies by way.of 
knowest the secrets of all hearts, penance,and · particularly utgiug . 
Jet thy forgiveness and ' favor de:- the necessity 'oí instant1y procur- . 
scend, like the pure waters oC ing ' a slave. for sacrificé to the . 
heaven, to wash away the stains Deity, the priest concludes ' with . 
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One of the m~st important duties of the priest­
hood was that of · education, to ,vhich certain buiId­
ings were appropriated, within the inclosure 'of the 
principal temple. , Heré the youth of both sexes,of 
the .. higher 'arid middling. orders, ,vere placed a~' a ' 
very tender age .. , . The girls were intrusted" to the 
care of. pries,tesses; for ~vomen 'were alIo'\'ved to 
eX,ercise sacerdotal functions, except those· of sac-· 
rifice.17

. In these institutions ·the boys were .drilled 
in the· routine of. monastic· discipline; they deco­
rated theshrinesof the gods ,vith flowers,.fed thé 
sacred . fires, and took part in the religious chants 
and festivals. '. Those in" the . higher school- the· 
q almecac, as it was caIled - wereinitiated in their 
traditionary lore, the rnysteries of. 'hierog~yphics, the 
principIes of government, ·and such branclies of as­
tronomical~ and natural science as were within the 

inculcating charity to the poor. ap. Antiquités Mexicaines, (Par-
"Clothe the naked and feed the is, 1834,) tomo 11. p. 7, note.) 
hungry, whatever privations it may ,The early missionaries, credulous 
cost thee; . for remember, thei~ enough certainly, give no coun ... 
flesh is like thine, and they are men tenance to such reports; and fa­
like thee." Such is the strange· ther Acosta, on the contrary, ex­
medIey of truly Christian benevo- claims," In truth, it is very strange 
lence . and heathenish abomina-· to see that t~is false opinion of . 
tions which pervades the Aztec religion hath so grent force among 
litan y , - intimating sourees wide- these yoong men and maidens of 
ly different. Mexico, that they '\villserve the 

17 The Egyptian gods were also Divell with. so great rigor and 
served by priestesses. (See Herod- austerity, which many of ns doe 
otus, Euterpe, seco 54.) Tales of not in tbe service of the most high 
scandal similar to those which the God; the which .is a great shame 
Greeks cÍrculated respecting them, and confusion." ,Eng. Trans., lib. 
have béen told of the Aztec vir... 5, cap. 16. 
gins. (See Le N oir's dissertation, 
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compass of the priesthood . . ' T~e· girls ' learned vari­
ous 'feminine· employme~ts,e~pecially to weave, .and ' ' 
embroider rich coverings for the altars of th.c '. gods. 
Great attention ,' was paid to the" · moral : discipline ()f 

· both sexes. · The mostperfect decorum , preyailed ; 
and offences were '·punished with extreme rigor~ , in 

· sorne instances with deat~ itself . .. Terror, not love, 
was the spring ,of,education with the · Aztecs.18 , 

, ' ", At ·a 'suitable age , for :, marrying, or for , entering 
inta the worl~, the . pupils were dismissed" ~th 
much ceremony,from the , convent, and the ,recom­
mendation of the principal , often , introd~ced ' , those 
mostcompetent toresponsible situa~ionsin p~blic 
life. . Such ,·was the craftY',·policy of t~e Mexiean 
priests, who, by reserving to , the~selves the business, 
of instruction,wete enabled to mould the: young ando 

. plastic mind,' according to their . own wills, and to 

,'J' Tn' nI R ~ain ~t .earlyto implicit revere?ce fo~reli~on .and 
. n lts 'mlnlsters; a reverence WhlCh ,stlll malntamed 

its hold on the iron nature o( 'the wa~rior, .long . after 
·every other vestige of , education' ha~, been effaced 
by the roughtrade to which he was devoted. ' 

·To each of the principal ' temples, lands were 

18 Toribio, Hist. de los Indios, good father last cited, "to eschew . 
MS., Parte 1, cap. 9.-Sahagun, vice, and cle~ve to vi:r:tue,-ac­
Hist. de Nueva España, lib .. 2, cording to their notions of them; 
Apend.; lib. 3, cap. 4 - 8. -Zu- namely, to abstain from wratb, to 

. rita, Rapport, pp. 123 -·126. _ :, offer ' violence. and do wrongto 
· Acosta, lib. ·. 5, cap. ·15, 16. - , no roan, - ¡nabort, to perform the 

Torquemada, Monarch~.Ind., lib. duties plainly pointed ou~ by natu~ 
9, cap. 11 -14, 30, 31. ral religion." 

" They were taught, ,. saya the 

.\ 
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, annexed for the maintenance of thepriests. Thése 
estates were augmented by the /policy or . devotion 
of, ,successive princes, until, under the last Monte­
zuma," they~had swollen to an enormous extent, and 
covered every' district of the empire. The- ; priests 
took the, managemellt of'their 'property into their 
ownhands; ~~d th~y seem to have treaíed their ten-

, 'ants with the liberality and induIgence characteristic 
of mona~tic corporations. " Besides the large supplies 

, 'drawn froID 'this ,sourte, the ·religious order ' was en­
ri,ched with the first-fruits, and such other offerings 
as piety or supetstition dictated. The surplus beyond '. 
what was required for the support of the , nationaI 

. worship was distributed in alms among the' poor; a 
......... ---------

TR 

I 
/ 

i duty strenuousl)': prescribed by their moral .code . . 
• Thus we find the same religion inculcating lessons 

'of 'pure philauthropy, on the ane hand, and of mer­
f J\n 'ciless extermination, as we shall soon see, on the 

other. The inconsistency will not appear incredible 
to those who are familiar with the history of the 

'Roman Catholic Church, in the early ages of the 
~nquisition.19 

19 Torquemad$~ M;onarch. Ind., may eonsult, for the same purpose, 
lib. 8; cap. 20, 21. - Camargo, Reeren, (Hist. Res., vol. V. chapo 
Hist. de Tlascala, MS. 2,) ' Wilkinson, (Manners and 
, , It is impossible not to be struck Customs ofthe Ancient Egyptians, 
with tha great resemblance, not '(London, 1837,) vol. l. pp. 257-
merely in a few empty forms, but 279,) the last ,vriter especially, - , 

, in "the whole way of life, of the .,vho has contributed,more than 
Mexican and Egyptian priesthood .. all others, to\vards opening to us 

' Compare Herodotus (Euterpe, the interior of thesociallife oí this 
passim) and Diodorus (lib~ l,.sec. interesting people. 
73, 81). The English reader 

Generalife 



J ' l1T DI 

: :. 

" '72 AZTEC CIVILIZATION.· [Boox l . 

. ,·rhe . M~xican .' temples ~ teocallis,: "hO'uses of' 
G~d," . as they -were ', called -, ,vere very , ~umerous. 

,There were ·seyeral hundreds 'in each of theprilJ.cip~1 
. cities, ,many of them, doubtless, 'very humble ,edifices. : 
Th'eYl,were solid masses of earth, cased with .brick, . 
or stone, and in th~ír form somewhat res,embled the 
pyramidal . struetures .of aneient r~gypt. The ,bases 
ofmany .of them . were .. more than' a hundred feet 
square, and they ,towered toa st~l " greater height. 
T~ey were' distributed into ~our or , ~v~ stories, eaeh 
of smaller· dimensions than 'that \below. ... The ascent 
was by a flight ofsteps, at an angle of the pyramid, 
on the outside. ,.This 'led to asort of. terrace, , or , 

' g~lIe,ry, at the .~ase o~ the second story, which. passed . 

quite round the building to ,another flight of stairs, . y Generalífe 
commencing ru.so 'at the s?Lme angle . ~s the preced-

e ing .... and ,direétly ' over it;and leading ., to a simr- , 
lar terrace; so ,that one had to ' make the circuit of. . 
·the .. ~~mple .. seyeral times, before ,reaching ' the . sum-. . 
mit. , In sorne instances, th~ stairway, led directly~ 

up ' the centre ' of · the wester,n· "face . oí the bUilding. 
The . top was a broad area, , on which -wereerect~d 
one or two towers, fortyor fifty feet high, the sanc­
tuaries' in which· stood :the sa~red im?ges of , the · 
presiding deities. Before these towers stood" the' 
dreadful stone 'of ' sacriflce, and " tw,o ' lofty, altars, 
on which fires were .kept, ' ~s' inextingujshable as ·, 

those in, the ' templeof Yesta. ,. There. ,veresaid to.: 
be six,hundred of ,these al~ars, on sm~llerbuildings ". 
within the inclosure of the great temple of Mexico; 
which, with those' on the sacred edifices in other . 

l 
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parts of the city', shed a brilliant illumination over its 
streets, ' through the , darkest 'night.20 

.. 

, From the construction 'of their temples, all reli­
,gious services , ,vere ptiblic. . The, long processions 
of priests, winding , round· their massive ' sides, ·as 

, they rose, higher' , and higher ' towards the "summit, 
and the disll)al rites of ' sacrifice performed there, 
were 'all visible from the' remotest corners ,of the 
capital, irppre'ssing on the spectator's ,mind a super"': 
stitious veneration for t4e mysteries of his religion, 
a~d for' the , d~ead ministers by w:hom, they were 
interpreted. -- This impression' was kept in ' fuII force 'by their 

...... ----- 'numerous festivals. 'Every monthwas consecrated 
" .. tosome protecting deity; and every week, nay, al.,; 

• most. every day, was set down in their calendar for . 
some -- appropriate celebration .; so ' that i~ is difficult 
to understand how the ordinary business oí life 
could have been compatible with the exactions of 
religion. Many of their ceremonieswere of a light 
and cheerfuI complexion, consisting of the national 
songs and ~ances, in which both sexes joined. Pro ... ' 

20 Rel. d' un gent., ap. Ramusio, sorne oí the smaller temples, or 
tomo llI. fol. 307.,- Camargo, pyramids, were filled with earth· 
Hist. ' de Tlascala, 1\1S. - Acosta, impregnated ,vith odoriferous gums 
lib. 5, cap. 13. - Gomara, Crón., - and gold 'dust; the latter,. some­
cap. 80, ap. Barcia, tomo TI. - times in such quantities , as prob­
Toribio, Hist. de los Indios, MS., ably to be worth a million of cas- ' 
Parte 1, cap. 4. - Carta del Lic. tellanos! (Ubi supra.) These were 
Zua~, MS. the temples of Mammon, ¡ndeed! 

This lasto writer, who visited But 1 find no confirmation oÍ' such, 
Mexico ' immediately , áftcr the goIden reports. 

'''- Conquest, in 1521, assures us that 
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cessions were' made of women' and "children croWIÍed 
with garlands and bearing offerings of fruits, the 
ripenedmaize,or the ' sweet ' incense ' of 'copal. and 
otber odoriferous gum~, 'while -the altars of the 'deity ' 
were stainedwith noblood save that of animals.21 

Thesewere the peaceful ' rites derived from. their 
. Toltec , predecessors" ón which the fierceAztecs en"; 
grafted a superstition too' loathsome t'O be exhibited 
in all , itsnakedness, ' and one over ' which- 1 : would 
gladly' draw a veil altogether, but that it would'leave 
the reader in ignoranée ' ~f their mqst ' strikillg ip­
stitution, and one that had · the , greatest influence in 

" forming,the national éhatacter. ' . 
~-~- Human sacrifices ' were adopted ,.by the A~tecs ' 

JUl1T1\ DI ' 

early in the fourteenth century, abol:lt two hundred y 
'years before. the Conquest.~2 Rare' at fust, , they 
became mor~' frequentwith ' the·.wider .extent of their 
empilie;tilI, , at length,' almost 'every festival, was 
610sed with ,this cruel abomination; , These religious 

" cereinonials were generally arranged in such a man~ 
ner as to 'afford' a type of the mostprominent , c~r­

eumstances in the " chara~ter or history of the deity 

··: ,!U cod. ' Tel.-Rem., PI. '1, and 22 The traditions oi their origin 
Codo Vat~,passim, ap. Antiq~ of havesomfnvhat of ' afabulous ' 
Mexico, v·ols. l., VI. -Torquema- ' tinge. But, whetber true or..false, 
da, Monarch. Ind., lib. 10, cap. 10, theyare - equally indic'ative of un­
et seq. - Sahagun,"Hist. de ' Nue- paralleled ferocity 'in the people 
va España, lib. 2,passimo " who could be thesubject of tberoo 
, ; Among the , offe~ngs" ,' quails Clavigero, Stor o, del Messico, ,.tom. ' 
may be particulaTly noticed, fOl Jopo 167, et seq.;· also Humboldt, ' 
the incredible quantities of them · (who does, not appear to doubt 
sacrificed and consumed at roany them,) Yues des Cordilleres, p. 95. 
of the festivalso 
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"'who was . the object of-·them. A single example 
-will suffice. . - , 

. One of their most important festivals was that in 
hon9r of the god· Tezcatlipoca,whose rank. was 
inferioronly to that of the Supreme · Being. He 
was called "the "soul of tlleworld," and supposed 
to have been its creator~ " He was depicted as a 

, handsome man, endowed with perpetual youth. A 
year befare the intended ,sacrifice, a captive, dis­

. tinguished for his personal beauty, and without a 
blemish on .his b~dy, was selected 'to represent this' 
deity. Certain ,tutors ' took . charge of ' him, and 'in­
structed him how " to perform his" , new .. part with 
becoming grace .anddignity. . He ' was arrayed in 

a splendid ,dress, regaled with incense and with a Generalífe 
profusion of sweet-scented flowers, of which the 
aneient Mexicans were as fond as their descendants 

IR D 1\ at the present day. -When he went abroad, he w~s 
attended by. a train of the . royalpages, and, as he 
h~lted in the streets to play sorne favorite melody, 
the cro,vd prostrated themselves befare him, and did 
him homage . as the representative of their good 
deity. In this way he led an easy, luxurious life, 
till o within a month of his '~ sacrifice. Four beautiful 
girls,be~ring . the names of the principal' goddesses, 
were then selec~ed to share ·"the honors of his bed; 
and,vith them he continued to live in idle dalliance, 
feasted at the banquets of the principal nobles,who 
.paid him all the ' honors of a divinity. ,", 

At length the fatal day of',sacrifice arrive.d. The 



. . 

76· AZTEC.CIVILIZATION !' [BOOK I 

te~mof. bis short-lived·.'gIories was,·. at anend .. ,He· .' 

' . was .stripped ofhis ' gaudy appareI, and 'bade adieu to . 
the fair p~rtners oí his . revelries'- ' One · ,of . the royal . 
barges transpbrted him across the lake to O ~ temple 
which rose on its margin, abo~t'a., league from the. 
~ity~ " '. Hither th~' inhabitants of I the capital ~flocked, 
to 'witness 'the consummation of · the .ceremony., ~ As 

, the sad' procession wound . up the " 'sirles of the pyra:" 
. mid, .the unhappy victim threw away his' gay chap-:­

lets "of 'flowers,and broke . in pie,ces the musical 
'instruments with whichhe had solaced the hours of 

• ' . I . ' 

captivity. · On the summit .· he was received ' by'six , 
------- priests, whose long and matted ' locks flowed ' disor~ . . 

..... ---- derly ayer their sable . rob~s, covered with hiero~ , 

gIyphic ' scrolls .of mystic importe . They led him to 
·the sacrifi~ial ston~" ,ahuge block, of jasper,-with its 

. upper .surface somewhat convex. . On . this the pris-
. «?ner .was stretched. Five ' priests secured his head 
and his· limbs; while , ' the ' sixth, cIad in ', a ·· scal-Iet . 
mande, é;mbl~matic of his . ,bloody office, dexte'rotis~y . 
opened the breast of .thewretched victim ,vith. a " 
sharp, razor of itz,tli, -avolcanic 8ubstance, 'hard as 
flint,'~ and, inserting ,his hand in the ' "\vound, tore 

out the palpitating heart~ Theminister ,of death, 
first holding, this up towards' the ·, SUD; aIl object of 
worsllip :throughout ~nahuac, cast it 'at' 'tJ:¡e feet of 
the, deity towhom the , temple was ' devoted, .. while 
the multitudes·below prostrated the~selves in ~um­
ble adoration. . The ' tragic story oí this prisoner was 

~xpoundéd .by the 'priest& as the · type. of . human 
. \ 

·eneralife 
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,destiny;which, ·brilliant . ,in its commencement, too 
oftell closes in sorrow and disaster. 23 

. Such was th~ form of human sacrifice usually 
. practised by the -Aztecs. 1 t was the same that 
often: met -the indignant . eyés of the .· Europeans, in 
their progre ss through the country, ~nd froIn the 
dreadfuldoo~ of which . they themselves were not 
exempted. .There . were, indeed, sorne occasions 
when preliminary tort~res, ' of the· most exquisite 
kind, - ' with which it is unnecessary to shock the 
reader, - ,were inflicted, but they always' terminated 
with the' , bloody ,ceremony , aboye described. It 
should be - remarked, however, tbat such ' tortures 
were not the 'spontane,ous suggestions of cruelty, as 
with , the' North American Indians; but were all 
rigorously prescribed in the Aztec ritual, ando doubt­
less were often' inflicted with the same compunc­
tious visitings which a devout familiar of , the Holy 
Office might at times experience in executing its 
stern decrees.24 ,Women, as well as the other sex, 

23 Sahagun, Hist. de Nueva 
España, lib. 2, cap." 2, 5, 24, et 
alibi. - Herrera, Hist. General, 
dec. 3, lib. 2; 'cap. 16. - ' Torque .. 
mada, ,Monarch. Ind., lib. 7, cap. 
19; lib. 10, cap. 14. - Rel. d' un 
gent., ap. Ramusio, tomo ID. ~ol. 
307.-Acosta, lib. 5, cap. 9-21~ 
- Carta del Lic. Zuazo, MS.­
Relacion ,' por el Regimiento de 
Vera Cruz,- (Julio, 1519,) 1\18. 

Few readers" probably, ,vilI 
sympathize . ,vith the sentence of 
TorQuemada, \vho concludes his 

tale of woe by"coolly dismissing 
"the soul of the victim;to sleep 
,vith those of bis -false gods, in 
hell !" Lib. 10, cap. 23. 

24 Sahagun, Hist. de Nueva 
España, lib. 2, - cap. 10, 29.­
Gomara; Crón., cap. 219, ap. Bar­
cia, tomo II. - Toribio, Hist. de 
los Indios, MS., Parte 1, cap. 6-
11. 

The reader will find a tolerably 
exact picture of ' the natura of 
these tortures in the twenty-first 
canto of the " Inferno." The fan· ' 

Generafife 
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.were sometimes reserved , for sacrifice. ,On ,' sorne 
. ,' . ' 

-occasions,. particularly in 'seasons . ofdro~ght, at the 
, festival oí the insatiable ,Tlaloc, ' th~ god ofrain, 
,ehildren, for the most ,part infants"were ' offered 'up.' 
,As they .were borne along .in " open litters;, dressed 
in theirfestal robes, and ,decked . with the fresh 
blossoms. of ,' spring', , they , moved the . hardes~ heart 
tp pity, though their-.cries were dro~~ed in the \Vild 
ch,ant · of -the priests, w~o read " in, their tears a 
fayora;ble .augury for, their petition. : These inno~ent 
vict~ms were generally ' bought'by thepriests of 
parents whowere .poor" but who stifled,the .voice 
of nature, probably Iess ,at the , suggestions of pov-

----~-, '~rty, than of a wretched superstition.25 
' . ' . ' , 

The ~ost loathsome part of the story - the man';' 
i ner in which the. bodyof the , sacrificed captive was 

• disposedof - remains . yet ~o be, tóld. It . was de­
livered. to the . warrior who ,had taken him,in battle, 

JU TR, DI Rn and by him', after ,being dressed,was served up in 

tasticcreations of the Florentine lowed to escape. If vanquished, 
poet were' near1y realized, 'at the he was dragged to t~e block and 
very time he was,. writing, · by the sacrificed in tha . usual, manner. 
barparians of an ,unknown world. Tha combat was fought on· a huge 
_ ODe sacrifice, oí a less revolting circular stone, · before the assem;" 
character, deserves to be . men- bled capital. Sahagun, Hist. de' 
tioned. The Spaniards called it the Nueva , España, lib. 2, cap. 21.-' 
" gladiatorial sacrifice,'~ and it may Rel. d' un gent., ap. Ramusio; 
remindone orthe bloody games of tomo ID .. fol. 305. , ' 
antiquity. A captive of , distinc- 25 .Sahagun, . Hist. de Nueva 
tion was sometimes fumished .with · España, lib. 2; cap. 1, "4, 21, et 
arms, and brought against a num- alibi: ~ Torquemada, Monarch . 

. ber , oí Mexicans in succession. ·Ind., lib. 10, cap. 10. -Clavige­
If he defeated them' all, as did ro, Stor. del Messico, tomo n~ 
occasionallyhappen, he was al- pp. 76, 82. , . 
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, an 'entertainment to his. friends. 'This' was not the 
coarse repast of famÍshed cannibals, but ~ banquet 
teeming with délicióus beverages . and delicate viaIlds, 
prepared with art, and attended' byboth' sexes, who, 
as we shall see hereafter, conducted themselves with 
. all · the deCOfuffi of ci vilized "life. Surel y, never· were 
refinement and the extreme of barbarism brought so 
'closely in contact witheach other !,26 , 

Human' sacrifices have ~een practisedby many 
. nations, not' exc~pting the most polished nations iof ' 
, antiquity ; 21 but never by any, on a scale to be 
compared with those in Anahuac. The amount of 
victims irnm.olated on its accursed altars would stag­
ger the faítll of the least scrupulous believer. Scarce~ 

ly any author pretends to estimate the yearly -sacri-y Generalífe 
fices throughout the elnpire at less than twenty thou- ¡ 

sand, and, sorne carry the number as high as· fifty! 28 

26 Carta del Lic. Zuazo, MS.­
Torquemada, Monarch. Ind., lib. 
7, cap. 19. -Herrera, Bist. Gen­
eral, dec. 3, lib. 2, cap. 17.-' 
Sahagun, Hist. de Nueva España, 
lib. 2, cap. ,21, et alibí. - Toribio, 

. Hist. de ~os Indios, MS., Parte 1, 
cap. 2. 

fr1 To say nothing of Egypt, 
where, 'notwithstanding the indi­
cations on the monuments, there 
is strong reason for doubting it. 
(Comp. Herodotus, Euterpe, seco 
45.) It was of fr~quent occurrence 
among tlíe Greeks, as every school­
boy knows. In . Rome, it ,vas so 
common as to require to be in .. 
terdicted by an . express la 'v, J ess 

than a hundred years before the 
Christian era, - a law recorded in 
a very honest strain oí exultation 
by Pliny; (Hist. Nat., lib. 30, 
seco 3,4 ;) notwlthstanding which, 
traces of the existence of the prac­
tice may be discerned to a much 
later periodo See, among others, 
Ho~ace, Epod., In Canidiam . . 

28 See Clavígero" Stor. del 
Messico~ tomo TI. p. 49. 

Bishop Zumarraga, in a· letter 
,vritten a few years after the Con­
quest, states that 20,000 víctims 
were yearly slaughtered in the 
capitaL ,Torquemada turns thís 
into 20,000 infants. . (Monarch. 
Ind., lib. 7, cap'. 21.) Herrera, 
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~ ' On- great. occ~sions; ' ~s " the' co~on~tion of 'a 'king, 
, or the consecration of a temple"the ·numb~r becomes ' 
~fill more appalli~g; At the dedication of the' great 
temple" ~f I-Iuitzilopotchli, in " ,1486, , the prisoners, 
who for someyea~s had ' been reserved for the pur": 
pose, were drawn from all quart~rs to thé capital.: 
They were ranged ip. ,files; forming , 'aprocession 
'nearly two miles long. The ceremony , co~sumed 
several days, and seventy thousand Gaptives~ are said 
to have p~rished at the shrine' of this ' terrible ' deity"! ,' 
·But Wll0 can believe that so numerous 'a body would , 
have suffered -themselves to be led, unresistingly like 
sheep to, the slaughter? Or how could their remains, 

____ tóogreat for consumption i!l the ,ordinary way, be 

,JU ¡ T1\DI 1\ 

. : 

disposed of, without breeding a pestilence c~in the 
capital? , Y ~t the event was of ' recent date, and 'is 
unequivocally attested by the best informedhistori­
ans.29 0ne fae"t may be considered certai~. 1t was 

I 

following Acosta, ·says 20,000 víc­
tims on a specmed day of the 
year, throughout the kingdom. 
(Hiat. General, dec. 2, lib. 2, cap. 
16.)' Clavigero, more cautious, 
inrers thatthis number may have 
been sacrmced annually through­
out Anahuac. (Ubi supra.) Las 
Casas, however, in his repIy to 

, Sepulveda's assertion, that no , one 
who had visited the N ew W orld 
put the number of yearly sacrifices 
at Iess than 20,000, declares that 
" this is the estimate of brigands, 
who wisli to find an ' apology for 
their own 'atrocities, and tbat the 

real number was not aboye 50 ',' ! 
(CEuvres, ed. Llorente, (Paris" 
1822,) tomo l. pp. 365, 386.) Prob ... 
ably tbe good Bishop's arithme­
tic, here, as in most other instan­
ces, carne more from hisheart than 
his head. With such loose and 
contradictory data, it ,is ciear that ' , 
any specific number is mere con­
jecture, llndeservi~g the name oí 
calculation. ' ' 

29 1, aro within bounds. Tor­
quemada st~tes the number, most 
precisely, at ' 72,344. (Monarch. · 
Ind., lib. 2, cap. 63.) Ixtlilxo­
chitl,' with equal precision, at 

eneralife ¡ 
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.customary to pr~serve the· skulls of the sacrificed, 
in buildings appropriated to the purpose.· The com .. 
panions óf ·'Cortés ·.counted one hundred and thirty­
·six thousand in ane of· these edifices! 30 ' ·\iVithout 
attempting a precise calculation, therefore, it is safe 
to ·.conclude that thousands wereyearly offered up,. 
in the differe~t cities of Anahuac,on the. bloady 
altars of the Mexiean divinities.31 

I;ndeed, .t~e great object of war, with the Aztecs, 
was quite as much to gather victims for their sacri­

. ..fices, as .to extend. theÍr empire. Hence it was, that 
an enerny was. never slain in battle, if there were a 
chance of ,. taking him alive. To t;his circumstance 

. . 
. the . Spaniards repeatedly owed their preservation~ . 

80,400. (Hist. Chich., MS.) iQui- 30 Gomara states the number on y 
en salJe 1 The latter adds, that the the authority oft\vo soldiers, whose 
captives massacred in the capital, names he gives, who took the trou-
in tlie course of that memorable ble to count the grinning horrora· 
y~ar, exceeded 100,000! (Loe. cit.) in one of these GolgothJts, where 
One, however, has to read but a they were so arranged as to pro­
little way, to find out that the sci- duce the most hideous effect. The 
enee of numbers - at least, where existence of these conservatories 
the party was n~t an eyewitness is attested by every writer of th.e 
- is . any thing but an exact sci- time. 
enee with tbese. ancient chroni- 31 The "Anonymous Conquer .... 
clers. TheCodex Tel.-Remen- or" assures us', as a faet beyond 

. sis, written sorne 00 y years after . dispute, that the Devil introduced 
tbe COllquest, reduces the amount . himself into the bodies of the idols, 
to 20,000. (Antiq. of. Mexico, and persuaded the silly priests that 
vol. l. PI. 19; vol. VI. p. 141, his only diet was human hearts! 
Eng. note.) Eve'n this hardly It furnishes a very satisfactory soIu­
warrants the Spanish interpreter tion, to his min~,. of tbe frequen-

. in calling king Ahuitzotl aman cy of sacrifices in Mexico. ReI. 
',' of a mild and moderate dispos¡'.. d' un gent., ap. Ramusio-, tom. 
tian," templada y benigna condi... ill. fol. 307. 
cion.! lbid., voL V. p. 49." 

VOL. l. 11 
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, When Montezuma was ásked, "whyhe had suffered 
the " republic of ,' Tlascala to maintain \her indepen-, " 
dence on his ,borders," he .replied, '," that she might 
furnish himwith victims for his gods '''! _' As tha , 
supply began ' to ' fail, -the priests, the ]!ominicans of 
theNew World, bellowed,aloud for more, and ,urged 
on their superstitious sovereign. by the denunciations 

· of celestial wrath. Like the militant churchmen of 
Christendom in the , ,Middle Ages, , ',th~y mingled 
themse]ves in the ,ranks, and were conspicuous in 
the thicke .. st-of the figh~, by theirhideous ~spect and 

!
' frantic gestures. Strange,' that, . in . ~very country, ' 

I the most fiendish passions of the human ',heart have. 
t been those kindled in the name of religionJ 32 

' . .. 

The . influence of these practices on the Aztec . eneralí~ , 
character was as disastrous as might have been ex-
pected. -, Farriiliarity with the bloody rites of sacrifice 
steeled the hear"t againsthuman sympathy, and begat 

, T1\ DI' J\ a thirst for carnage, like that excited in the ·' Romans 

:fa Tha Tezcucan priests would field was marked out, .on which" 
Cain bave persuaded the good king the troops of thehostile nations 
Nezahualcoyotl, on occasion of a were to engage at 'stated seasO'ns, 
pestilence, to appease the 'gods by and thus supply themselves with 
the sacrifice oí sorne of his own subjects for sacrifice. The victo .. 

, subjects, ¡nstead of his enemies; rious party 'was not to puraue ,his 
on the ground, tbat, not only tbey advantage by invading tha other's 
would be obtained more easily, but territory, and ihey were to contin~ 
would be fresher víctims, and more ne, in all otber respects, on the 
aceeptable. " , (Ixtlilxochitl, Hist; most amicable footing. (Ubi supra.) 

, Chicho, MSo, cap. 41~) This wri- The historian, whofollo\-vs in the 
ter mentions a cool arrangement track of the Tezcucan Chronicler, 
entered into by the allied mon- may often find occasion to shelter 
archs with the republic oí T~asca- himself, like Ariosto, with ' 
la and her confederateso A battle- ce Mettendolo Turpin, lo metto anch' io.U" 


