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SUCCESSION TO THE CR'OWN. - AZTEC N OBILITY. - J uI)¡ciAL SyS-

, , 'TEM. - L_~ws, AND REVENUES. -' MILITARY lNSTITuTIONS. 

THE form of government differed in the different 
states of Anahuac. With the Aztecs and Tezcucans 
it was monarchical and nearly absolute. The two 
nations resembled each other so much, in their politi

................ _ cal ' instituii?ns, that one, of their histori~ns has .re

11IR 

marked, "in too unqualified a manner indeed, that 
-- what is told ' of one ' may be always understood as 

[1\ 

applying to the othe~.l , . shalI direet my inquiries 
to, the Mexiean ' polity, borro,ving an illustration oc
casion~lly from that of the rival kingdom. 

. The governínent ,va~ an el~ctive monarchy. ~ Four 
, of the principal nobles, who had been chosen by 

their own body in the preceding reign, filled the 
office of electors, to "\vhom were ' ad~ed, with merely 
an honorary fank ho,vever, the two royal alIies of 
Tezcuco and ' Tlacopan. The sovereign was select
ed from the' brothers of the deceased prince, or, in 
default of them, from bis nephews. Thus the elec
tion ,vas always restricted to the same family. The 
candidate preferred must have distinguished himself 
in 'war, :though, as in the case of the last Iy.Iontezuma, 

¡:;:'l , 1 Ixtlilxochitl, Hist. Chich., MS., cap. 36. 
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AZTEC CIVILIZATION. [Boox l. 

hewere a member · of the priesthood.2 
.. This singu

la:rmode of supplying the throne had sorne advan,~ 
tages. ' . 'fhe candidates received an education which . 
fitted ,them for the royal dignity, while theage, at . 
which they were chosen, not ,only secured the Iiation 
against the evils' of minority, but, afforded , ample 
means for estimating th~irqualifications for the'office. 
The result, at all 'events, was favorable '; -since the 
throne; as already'noticed, was filIed by a succession 
of able princes, well qualified tO 'rule ,oyer a warlike 
and ambitious . people. . . The scheme of election,' . 
however defective, argues a' moi"e ", refined ,and calcu
Iating policy than was to haV'ebeen" expected ', from 
a barbarous nation.3 

... . The. new monarch was ins~~led inhis ~egal dig;. y Generalife 
nltywlth m~ch parade of rel~gtous ceremony; but · 
not until,. bya victorious campaign, nehad ' obtained 

sufficient number of .captives to -grace ·· his -trium-
pbalentiy' into the cap~tal, and td furnish victimsfor 
the ' ~ark and'" bloody' rites w~ich stained the Aztec 
superstition. ' Amidst-this po~p of human 'sacrificé, 
he :'was ciowned. ··· The crown, , resembling a mitre 

. l~ 

2 This was an exception. - In ll. p. 112. - Acosta, Naturail 
Egypt, a180, the king was fre- and Morall Historie of the East 
quent1y ' taken ' from the warrior and West . ,lndies,Eng. ' . transe 
caste, though obliged afterwards. (London, ' 1604.) 
to be instructed in the mysteries According - toZurita,' an elec
of the priesthood : . J ~} lA'. P."'X;~OI" tion by the nobles took place only 
"§",),)u,.",'"s .'-'Su; l"fuTD fI';' J'e!cl'. in default of he ira oí the deceased 
Plutarch, de lsid. et Osif., 8eo_ 9. monarch, ' (Rapp-orl, p. 15.) The 

. 3 ~orquemada, . Monarch. Ind., minute historie al investigation of . 
·-lib. 2, cap. 18; lib. 11, cap. 27. - Clavigeromay be pennitted ' to 

. · Clávigero, Stor. del Messico, tom. 'outweigh this general assertion. 
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in .: its form, and curiously ornamented with goId, 
gems, , artd feathers,· was placed on his head by the 
lord of Tezcuco, the most powerful of his . royal alIies. 
The· titIeofKing, by which the earlier Aztec p~in
ces are' distinguished by Spanish writers, is supplant
ed: by that of Emperor in the later reigns, intimat
ing, perhaps, .his superiority· over the confederated 
monarchies of Tlacopan and Tezcuco.4 

The Aztec princes, éspecially towards the close of 
the dynasty, lived in a barbarie pomp, truly Oriental. 
Their spacious palaces were provided with haIls for 
the different councils, ·,vho aided the monarch in the 
transaction of. business. The chief of these was a 
sort of privy coun.cil, composed in part, probably, 

....... -~i-----.,· of the. four electors chosen by thenobles after the y Generafife 
acceSSlon, \vhose places, ,vhen made vacant by death, 
were immediately supplied as before. It was' the 

nTR D[ 1\ business of this body, so far as can be gathered froro 
the very loose accounts given of it, to advise the 
kiIig, in respect to the government of the provinces, 
the administration of the revenues, ·~nd, indeed, on 
all..,great matters of public interest.5 

4 Sahagun, Hist. de Nueva Es
paña, lib. 6, cap. 9, 10, 14; lib. 8, 
cap. 31, 34. - See, also, Zurita, 
Rapport, pp. 20-23. 

Ixtlilxochitl stoutly claims this 
supremacy for. bis own nation. 
. (Hist. Chich., l\IS., cap. 34.) His 
assertions are at variance with 
facts stated by himself elsewhere, 
and are not countenanced by any 

, VOL. 'l. 4 

other writer whom 1 haya con ... 
sulted" 

5 Sahagun, who places tha elec
tive power in a much larger body, 
speaks of four senators, w ho form
ed a state counciL (Hist. de N ne
va España, lib. 8, cap. 30.) Acos· 
ta enlarges the council beyond the 
number oí the electors. (Lib. 6, 
ch. 26.) No two writers agree. 
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,~ In ~.the roya~ buildings ,were accornmodations, also, 
for a ,numerous body-guard .of ' the sovereign, made 
up :of the chief nobility. ' It'· is not easy to deter~ , 

mine with 'precisloJ?' in thesé' barbarian .governments; 
\ . the limits of the sevéral orde~s. ;. 1 t is certain, there 

' was a distinct class'. of nobles, with 1arge landed __ 
possessions,,-whoheld : the, most import~n t ,. offices 
near the person ' ofthe prince, and engrássed ' the ' 
administration: of' the provinc~~ and cities.6 . Many 
of these 'could' trace their ' deseent from the founders 
of the AztecnÍonarchy~ ,,' According ' to sorne writers 
of authority, there were thirty great caciques, who 
had their residence, at least apart of·theyear,. in the 

-- capital, and who ' could mus ter 'a hundred tnousand 

vassals. each on their ~s~tes.7 Without rely~g on y Genetalife 
SUChWl1d · stat~ments, 1t lS clear, from the testlffiony , ' . 
of the ConquerQrs~ that the country , was ,occupied by ' 

U- -R DI R-J?-UIn . rous powerful--chieftains, who lived likejnde-
'pen.dent .princes -on their domains. -: If itbe true, 
that the kings encouraged, or, indeed, exaeted, ' the 
res~~en'ce of these n~bles, in the · capital, andrequired ,. 
hostages' in their absence, it' is evident ·· that . th,eir : 
power musí' have been veryformidable.8 

\'. r 

6 Zurita enumerates four orders Firme del Mar Océano, (Madrid, 
·of chiefs, ' all of whom were ex- 1730,) dec. 2, lib. 7, cap. 12 . . 
empted from imposts, and enjoyed. 8 Carta dé Corté's, ap. Lorenza .. 
yery 'ronsiderable privileges . . ' He na, 'Hist. de Nueva España, p.IIO. 
does not discnminate .the ·· several . - Torquema'da, 'Monarch. Ind., . 
ranks with much precision,. Rap- lib. 2, cap. 89; lib. 14, cap. 6.:- , 
port, p. 47, et seq. Clavigero; Stor. del Messico, tomo 

7See, in particular, Herrera, TI. p. 121.--, Zurita, Rapport, 
Historia General de los Hechos' de pp. 48, 65. 
los Castellanos en las Islas y Tierra Ixtlilxochitl (Hist. Chich., MS., . . ' 
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Theit estates appear to have been held by various 
~enures, and ~o hav~ 'been subject to differ'ent restric
tions. .Sorne. of .them,.earned by 'their ·own good 
swords, or ,received as the recompense of public ser
vices, were held without any limitation, except that 
the possessors could not dispose of them to a plebe
ian.9 Others 'were enta'iled,on the eldest male issue, 
and, in default of such, ,:everted to the; crOWll. Most 
'of them seem to have been burdened with the obli
gation, of military service. The· principal chiefs of 
Tezcuco~ according to its , chronicler, were expressly 
obliged to. support their prince with their armed 
'yassals, to attend his court, and aid hi,m in the COUll-

ell. Sorne, instead of these services, were to provide 

for the repairs of bis buildings, and to keep the royal Generalife 
demesnes in order, with an annual offering, by way 
'of homage, of fruits anq. fiowers. It.w.as usual, if 
we are to .believe historia~s, for a new king, on his 
accession, to confirm the investiture of estates derived 
.fraID the crown.IO 

cap. 34) sp~aks of thirty great 
reudal chiefs, sorne of them Tez
cucan and Tlacopan, whom he 
8tyles " grandees of the empire " ! 
He says nothing oC the great tail 
of 100,000 vassals to each, men
tioned by Torquemada and Her
rera. 

9 Macehual, - a word equivalent 
io' the French word roturier. N ar 
could fiefs originally be held by 
plebeians in France~ See HaIlam's 
Middle Ages,' (London, . 1819,) 
vol~ ll. p. 207. 

10 Ixtlilx~chitl, Hist. Chich., 
l\IS., ubi supra.-Zurita, Rapport, 
ubi supra. -Clavigero, Stor. del 
l\Iessico, tomo TI. pp. 122 - 124. -
Torquemada, Monarch. Ind., . lib. 
14, cap. 7. -Gomara, Cr6nica de 
N neva España, cap. 199, ap. Bar
cia, tom. 11. 

Boturini (Idea, p. 165) carries 
back the origin of fiefs in 'Anahuac, 
to the t\velfth century. Carlí says, 

." Le syst~me politiq ue' y é~oit féo
dal .. " In the. next page he tells 
us, "Personal tnerit alone made 
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Itcannot be denied that we recognise, in all this, 
several features oC the feudal system,which, no 
dou"bt, lose nothingof the~r. effect, .under the hands. 
of t4e. Spani~h.writers, who· are fond· ·'of tracing 
analogies to European institutions. . But such analo
gies lead sometimes to very' erroneous·conclusions • 

. . Theobligation of mili~ary service, ·.for instarice, t~e, 
most essential principl~ of a. fief, ·seems to be natu;.. 
.rally demanded .by every gove,rnment· froID .·its 
.subjects~ .. As to minor points of resembl~nce, they 
fall far short oÍ. that ha~monious system :of reciprocal 
service, and protection,which . embraced,' in nice 
gradation, evéry order~9f a feudal monarchy. :.' The. 
kingdoms of Anahuacwere,. in their'l1:ature, despatie, 

'attended, indeed, with· many mitigating. circum
. stances, unk~own to the . despotisms of 11}.e .East; 
but it is chimerical to lóok,for much in common ~ . ' 

. . beMond a few accidental forros and :ceremonies ~ 
with those .a,ristocratic instittitions ofthe Middle, ' 
Ages, which made the . court of every petty baroIi 
the precise image in' miniature of that of his soyereign. 
, The legislative power, both· in Mexico and. Tez: 
cuco, resided wholly with the'monarch., This feature 
of despotism, however, was, in sorne, measure, coun
teracted by the canstitution . of the judicial ~ribunals, 
-' óf more i~portance, among a riIde people, than 
tbe legislative, since it is easier ,to make good laws 

. for such a 'community, than to enfor~e them,' and the 
• " > -.... • • 

the distinction oí the nobility"! Carli was a writer of a lively ima-, 
(Lettres Américaines, trad. Fr.~ gination. 
(Paris, 1788,). tome 1. let. 11~) 

• 

• 

Generafife 
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best laws, badlyadministered, are·, hut a mockery. 
Over each of the principal cities, with its depende~t 
territories~ wasplaced"a supreme judge, appointed 
by the crowri,. with origi.~al and final juris~iction in 
both civil and criminal cases. There wasno appeal 
from hi~ sentence to any other tribunal, nor even' to 
the king. '. H~ held his office. during life; and any 
one, :who· usurped' his ensigns, was punished with 
death. l1 . 

Below this magistrate was a court, established in 
each provinée, and consisting of ·three members. It 
~eld concurrent jurisdiction with the supreme judge 
in' civil suits, , but, in· criminal, an appeaI Iay to his 
tribunal. ' Besides these courts, there was a body of 
inferior magistrates,. distributed through the country, 
chosen by the people . themse ves . in their several 
districts. Their authority was limited to smaller 
cause's, whlle the more important ·were carried up 
to tlie higher courts. There was still another class 
of subordinate officers, appointed also by the peo
pIe, each of· ,vhom ,vas to watch over the conduct 
of a certain number of families, , and report ·any 
disorder ; ar breach of the laws to the higher au
thorities.12 

· 11 This magistrate, whowas 
called cihuacoatl, was also to audit 
the accounts of. the collectors of 
the taxes , in his district. (Clavi ... 
garo, Stor. del Messico, tomo TI. 
p. 127. -Torquemada, Monarch. 
Ind., lib. 11,. cap. 25.) The l\len .. 

Montezuma, who introduced great 
changes in them. (Antiq. of Mex
ico, vol. l., Plata 70. >. According 
to the interpreter, an appeal lay 
from them, incertain cases, to the 
king~s council. Ibid., vol. VI. p. 79. 

. doza Collection contains a painting 
of the courts of justice, under 

• 

12 Clavigero, Stor. dell\lessico, 
tomo ll. pp. 127, 128. -Torque
mada, l\Ionarch. Ind., ubi supra . 
• 

I 

/ 
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.. In .Tezcuco the judicial arrangements .. ,ve~e ' of a 
'. more· refined . character ;13. ando a .gradation· 0( ' tri~ 
.. bu~als ' finally terminated. in' , a ' general , meeting or 

: - parliament, . consisting of .all .the. .judges,._ great · and 
petty, , throughout the ' kingdom, held' every ' eighty 
days in . the capital, ' overwhich the king presided 
in· pe~son. . rhis". body . determined . all suits, which, . ' . 
from their importa~ce;or difficulty, . ~ad ·been· 're
served' for its consideration by the Iow~r tribu~als. 
'It served, . moreóver,as a. council,' :of státe,' to assist 
. the nlonarch in the tl:ansaction of publicbusi,ness.14 

Such are the vague and imperfect .notices , that 
can be , gleaned, 'respecting the .Aztec tribunals, from 
'the .hieroglyphical paintings still preserved, and ·from 

the most acc~edi~ed Spani,sh writers. , Thes~, being Generalife 
usually eccleslasncs, have takeilmuch less · lnterest 

JU . TR . ,[ 1\ n . fu tñis arrangement of the more .. ' l~ Boturini, Idea, p. 87. Tor
humble magistrates we 'are remind- quemada, Monarch. Ind., lib. 11, 
ed 'of the Anglo .. Saxon hundreds cap. 26. 
and tithings, especially the 1at- . Zurita compares' tbis body· to th'e 
ter~ the members of which were Castilian c6rtes. 1t would · seem, 
to watch ayer the conduct of the however, according to him, to 
.families in tbeir districts, and bring have' consisted only of twelve 
the ofrenders to justice. The hard principal judges, besides. the king . . 
penalty ' of mutual ,responsibility His meaning is somewhat doubt
was not known to the Mexicans. . fuI. (Rapport, pp. 94, 101, 106.) 

í 

• 

13 Zurita, so ,temperate, usualIy, M. ,de Humboldt, --in bis account 
'. in bis 1anguage, remarks, that, in of tbe Aztec courts, has confound

tbe capit~, " Tribunals ,vere insti- ed them with the Tezcucan. Comp. 
tuted which might.comparein their Vues des Cordilleres et Monumens 
organization with tbe royal aúdi.. desPeuples Indigenes d~ l' Amér-
ences oí Castile." . <R:apport, ' p. ique, (Paris; 1810,) p. 55, and 

. 93.)His observations are chiefly Clavigero, Stor. del Messico, tom. 
drawn from the Tezcucan courts, TI. pp. 128, 129. 
~hich, in their forms of procedure, 
be says, were like the Aztec. 
(Loe. cit.) ~ 
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. . in tbis ' subject, · ,than in matters connected with 
religion. ' They findsome apology, certainly, in the 
éarly ' destruction 'of most of the Indian paintings, 
from which their information 'was, in· part, to be 
gathered. , 

On the whole, 'however, it must' be inferred, ' that 
the Aztecs were sufficiently civilized to evince a 
solicitude for the rights ' ,both . of property and 'of 
·persons. The law, authorizing an appeal to the 
highest judic~ture in 'criminal matters 'only;' shows 

, an attention to personal security, rendered the more 
obligatory by the extreme severity of their 'penal 
code, which ,voul~ naturally have made them more 
cautious of a wrong conviction. The existence of a 

....... -------- numbe'r of coordinate tribunals, without a central Generafífe 
, one of supreme authority to control the whole, must 

• have given rise to very discordant interpretations of 
. nI 1\ the Iaw in different districts. But this· is an e vil 

which they shared in common with most of the 
nations of Europe. 

/' 

" 

The provision for making the ' superior judges 
wholly independent of the crown was worthy of 
an enlightened people. It presented the strongest 
barrier'1 ihat a mere constitut~on could afford, against 
tyranny. It is not, indeed, to be supposed, that, in 

, a government otherwise so despotic, means could 
not be found for influencing the magistrate. But 
it' w~s a great step to fenceround rus authority with 
the sanction of the law; and no one of the Aztec 
monarchs, as far as 1 know, is accused of an attempt 
to violate it. ' 
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" To 're~eive prese~ts ' ora ' bribe, ' tobe guilty' of, 
' . collusion in o, any · way with a suitor,. was punished, ' 

in a judge, with death. ,' ' Whd, or what tribunal, 
decided as ~o his ', guili, does not appear.. ,~ : In Tezcu'~ ' '
co' tbis was done by the ', ;'rest 9f the ',court. '. : B,ut ' .. " . -

the kiI1:g presid~d , over that ,body. , The Tezcucan 
prince" I Nezahualpilli, who' rarely 'temperedjustice' 
with merey" put one "judge 'to ' death ' for taking' á' 
bribe, and · another ,for determining suits in 'bis own' 
house, - a 'capitaloffence, also, 'by law.15 , ' 

~he judges of the higher tribunals were main": ' 
~~ tained fromtheproduce of a part of the " crown 

, ' lands, !eserved for r this purpose. . .~hey, as well· as ' 
the supremejudge, he Id their offic~s for 1ife. The 

i . procee~in .. gs in the . courts were conducted with de- Genera'jf(~~ 
, • cency. and 'order. ,The judges worean apBropriate 

'. TR ',Dr. D drcss, aiId' attended to business both parts of the .. 
n day, dining, always,for the

r 
'sak~ of despatch, in ·an 

aparlment ,of :lhe' same building , where ' . they ,.held 
their session; a methodof '.proceedingmuch com- ' 
mended by .the Spanish chroniclers, to w~om . de
spatch was not very familiar in, their own tribunal~~: 
Officers , attended · to . preserve ,order, and otllers 
summone'd theparties~ and produced them in conrt. 
No counsel was employed; tp.e parties , stated their , 
owncase, and supported ii by their witnesse~. Th~ 
oath of the accused was also admitted ~ in evidence. 

15' ~c Ah! si esta se repitiera nota.-Zurita, RapIioit, p.l02 .. 
hoy, que bueno seria! "exclaims Torq~emada, Monarch. Ind., ubi _ 
Sahagun's Mexican editor. Hist., supra.~Ixtlilxochitl, Hist. Chich., 
de Nueva España, tome TI. p. 304, MS., cap. 67. 



CH. 11.] JUDICIAL SYSTEM. 33 

The state~ent of tJ¡e case, the testimony, and the 
prriceedings of the trial, were all set forth by a clerk, 
-in hie-roglyphical pain~ings, and 11anded over to the 
~ourt . . · The paintings were executed ,vith so much 
accuracy, that, in all suits respecting real property, 
. they were allowed . to be produced as good authority 
in the Spanis~ tribunals, 'very long after the Con-

- quest; and a chair for their study and interpretation 
was . established at , Mexieo in 1553, whieh has long 
since shared the fate of most other provisions for 
learning in that unfortunate country.16 :. 

---
A capital sentence was indicated by a line traced 

. with an arrow across the portrait of· the. accused. 
: In . Tezcueo, where the king presided in the court, 
this, according. to the national c~ronicler, was done 
with · extraordinary parade. His description, · which 
is of rather a poetical cast, 1 give in his own words. 

TI\ DI J\ "In the royal palace of Tezcuco was a court-yard, 
on the opposite sides of which were two halls of 
justice. In the principal ane, called the 'tribu-
nal of God,' ,vas a throne of pure gold, inlaid with 
turquoises and other precious stones. On a 8tool, 
in front, was .placed a human skull, crowned with an 
i~~ense emerald, of a pyramidal· form, and sur ... 
mounted by an aigrette of brilliant plumes and 
precious stones. The ~kull was laid ~ on a heap of 

16 Zurita, Rapport, pp. 95, 100, 
103. -Sahagun, Hist. de Nueva 
España, loco cit. - Humboldt, 
Vuesdes Cordilleres, pp. 55,56.
Torquemada, Monarch. Ind., lib. 
11, cap. 25. 

VOL. l. 5 

Clavigero says, the accused 
might free himself by oath; "11 
reo poteva purgarsi col giuramen
to." (Stor. del Messico, tomo 11. 
p. 12fJ.) 'Vhat rogue, then, could 
ever have been convicted 1 

y Generalífe 
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milit~ry weapohs, shields,' quivers, . bows,'. and ar-. 
rows. The walls werehung with .tapes~ry, '. made ' 
of the herir of different 'wild animaIs, -of r,ích· and 
various colors, festooned . by gold rings,. and .embroi~ 

··deredwith figu!es,of birds ~nd flowers. Above the 
throne was a canopy of variegafed p~umage, from 
the centre of which shot forth resplelldent- rays· of 
. gold , arid jewels.. . ·The other .~·tribunal, called 'the 
. King's,' was alscfsurmounted by a gorgeous canopy 
of feathers, ' ~n which were emblazo~ed the royal, 
arms. Here -the sovert!ign' gave . public . audience, 
"and., communicated 'his 'despatche,s! . But,"\vhen' he 
de.cided' important causes, oro confirmed .. a capital. 
sentence; he passed. to the 'tribunal of God,' at-

. tended ~y the fourteen great Iords of the realm, e era.life 
m'arshalled ,according t0 their rank. . r.rhe~, putting 

. on"bis mitred crown, incrusted with precious stones, 
l\ Rn ana holding a golden arrow, ,by way of sceptre, in 

his_ lefthand, he laid bis right upon the skull,' and 
pronounced judgment.'.' 17 AI~ thislooks rather fine 
fora court of justice, it must be owned. But it' is' 
certain, that the" Tezcucans, as we shall see here-' 
after, possessed both the materials, and the skill 

. requisite to work them up in this manner. Had 
th~y been a littIe further advanced ,in refineme~t, 
ahe might weIl, doubt their ha~~g the bad taste 
to do .. so . 

. The laws of the . ,Aztecs were regi~te'red, and ex-

17, . Ixtlilxochitl, Hist. Chich.', bolical meaning, according to Bot-
MS., cap. 36. urini, Idea; p. 8~4. 

These various objects had a sym-. . 
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hibited to the people, in their hieroglyphical paint
ings. Much the larger part of them, as in ' every 

, natiC?n imperfectly civilized" relates rather to the 
security of . persons" than of property. The great 
crimes ' agai~st society were all made capital. Even 
the murder of a slave was punished with death,.' 
Adulterers, as among the Jews, were stoned to death. 
Thieving, according to the degree of the offence, was 
punished by slavery ar death. Y ~t the Mexicans 
could have been under no great apprehension of this 
crime, ~ince the entrances to t~eir dwellings were 
not secured by bolts, or fastenings of any kin'd. It 
was a capital offence to remove the boundaries of 
another's lands; to alter the established measures; 

,and fOI aguardian' not to be able togive a good 
aecount of bis '\vard's property. ~hese regulations 
evince a regard for equity in dealings, and for 'pri

"vate rights, ,vhich argues a considerable progress 
in civilization. ProdigaIs, who squandered their 
patrimony, were punished in like manner; asevere 
sentence, since the crime brought its adequate pun
ishment along ,vith it. Intelnperance, ,vhich ,v~s 
the ,burden, moreover, of their religious hoinilies, 
was visited "vith the severest pe:p.alties; as if they 
had foreseen in it the co~suming canker of their 
o,vn, as well as of the other Indian faces in later 
times. It ,vas punished in the young with death, 
and in older persons '\vith 108s of rallk and confisca
tion of property. Y et a decent , conviviality was not 
mea~t to be proscribed at their fe s tival s , and they 
possessed the means af indulging it, in a mild fer-

y Generalife 
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,mented , liqti~r'" ,called pulque,,:'which is ' still ' popula~" 
. ' not only with the India~; but ' the European popúla- ' 
"tion of the cou~try.18 . 

The rites· , of marriage. were ,celebráted ,with,' as 
much formality as in" any Christian country; and 
.the institution was held ' in 'such reverence~ that' · a 
tribunal was in s tituted , for . the sole purpose' ,of de-

. t~rmining questions ' .relating .to it. , Divorces could 
,not be 'obtained, , until authorized bya sentence, of 
"this court, after a patient hearing of, th,e partie~: ' 

But ~he most remarkable ' part of ,the Aztec cade 
was that ' relating to' slaverY. There , were 'several
'descriptions of sI.aves :prisoners taken ' in war,"w;ho 
were - almostalw~ys reserved for .. the dreadful doom 

, I 

<;lf, sacrifice ;1 criminals,public d~btors,- persons ~ho, Generafife ' 
,frotrl extreme poverty, voluntarily resigned their 
freedo~, and children who· .were sold ~y their own 

, párents.' In the las! , iristan~e, usually occasloned 
' also by." 'poverty, ii was co~mon for the pa~ents, 
with the master's consent, to Sllbstitute. others ·' of 

, 18 Paintings of the Mendoia Col- " 112.) , Mons. Ternaux's transla
lection, PI. 72, ~nd Interpretation, . tion oí a passage of the Anony
ap. Antiq. of Mexico, vol. VI. p. mous Conqueror, "aucun pel1:ple 
87,.-Torquemada, Monarch. Ind.,' n'est aussi 'sobre,", (R.ecueif de 
lib. 12, cap. 7. - Clavigero, Stor. Pieces Relatives a l~ Conqu~te du 
del ' Messico, tomo TI. pp~ ;130- lVIexique, ap.Voyages, &c.,(Paris, 
134,. - Camargo,Hist. de ,' Tlasca- 1838,) ' p. 54,) may give a more fa
la, MS~. vorable impression, however, than 

They could scarcely have been that intended by his origin~l, whose 
an intemperate people, with these, remark is confined to abstemious
heavy penalties hanging over tbem. ness in eating. ' Sea the Relatione, 
Indeed, Zurita bears testimo~y that ap.Ramusio, Raccolta delle Navi~ 
those Spaniards, who thoughtthey ' gationi et Viaggi. (Venetia,- 1554 
were, greatly erred. (Rapport; p. ' - 1565.) . 

\ , 
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their children successively, as they grew up; thus 
~. • J 

distributing the ,burden, as equally as' possible, 
" amorig the different members of the family. The 
, \villingness of freemen to incur the penalties of this 
condition is explained' by the mild form in which 
it existed. The contract of sale was' executed in 
the presence of' at l~ast four witnesses. The ser-

~ vices 'to be exacted were limited ,vith great precis
io~. ,The slave'was allowed to have his own family, 
to hold property, and eve~ other' slaves. His chil
dren were free., No one·could be born to slavery in 
Mexico ; 19 an honorable distinction, not, known, 1 
believe;, iÍl any civilized cornmunity '\vhere sIavery 

................ - has, be~n 'sanc~ioned.20 SIaves were not sold by 

TR D[ 

their mast~rs, unless when' these ,were driven to it G r~ 
by poverty. They were often liberated by ihem at a Y enera I e 
their death,. and sOInetimes, as there was no natural 
reBugnance founded on difference of bIoad and race, 
were married to them. -Yet a refractory or vicious, 
sIave' might be led into the market, with a collar 
rouníj his neck, \vhich intimated his bad character, 

19 In Ancient Egypt the child of 
a slave was bom free, ir the father 
were free. (Diodorus, Bibl. Hist., 
lib. 1, seco 80.) This, though 
lnore liberal than the code of most 
countries, feH short of the Mexi~ 
can. 

20 In Egypt the same penalty 
was attached to the murder of a 
slave, ' as to that of a freeman. 
(!bid., lib. 1, sec". 77 .. ) Robertson 
speaks of a class of slaves held 

so cheap in the eye oí the Mex
¡can la,v, that ODe might kill 
them\vith impunity. ,(History of 
America, (ed. London, 1776,) vol. 
lIT. p. 164.) This, howeyer, ,vas 
not in Mexico, but in Nicaragua, 
(see his own authority, Herrera, 
Hist. General, dec. 3, lib. 4, cap . 
2,) a distant country, not incorpo
rated in the Mexican empire, and 
with laws and institutions very 
different from those of the latter. 
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·a.nd tp.erebe pub1iclysold,and, on. asecond sale, 
reserved for sacrifice.21 

, . I ! • . • 

~uc~ , are , so~e of the rnost striking "features , of 
, ~ th~ Aztec code, to which' th,e ,Tezcucan bore great" 

resemblance.22 , With sorne , exceptions, it , is 'stamped 

with the severity,' ~heferocity, indee~, of a rude peo-
, ' ' pIe" harden~d ,by familiarity with $cenes of blo~d, 

and relying onphys~cal,~ inste~d ' of moral means, for 
,-the co:r;rection of evil.23 StilI, it ~vincesa p~ofound 
respect for ,the great principIes of lll:orali~y, ~nd as 
cIear a 'percept~on of tliese principIes as is to be 
found' in the most cultivated nations. \ . 

( ~ . 
,The royal revenues were derived "fromvarióus 

sources . . The crownl~mds, which appear' t~ have 
been exten~ive" made their retur;ns in kind. The , -e places, ,in, the , neighbou~hood ,of the ,capital were 

. bound too supply workmen and materials for build
J\nD .i~g " , the ~ng's palaces, and , keeping the~, in· re

pair. ,They, were- also 'to ' ~rnish fuel, provisions, 
and whatever was necessary 'for hi~ ordin~rY,dames-

, tic ' expenditur~"which ,was certairÍly' qn' no stinte~ 
scale.24 

, The principal cities" w~~h had ' numerous 

, , 

, 21 Torquemada, Monarch. lnd .. , Mexican, in tha latter days of the 
lib. 12, cap., 15; lib. 14, cap. 16, empire. Zúrita, Rappon, p. 95. 
17. ~ Sahagun, Hist. de ' Nueva 23 In this, at least, they did , not 
'España, 'lib. 8, cap. 14. - Clavi- resemble the Romans; of , ,vhom 
, gero, Stor. del Messico, tom~ IT. their countryman could , boast, 
" pp. 134 -136. ," " Gloriari Heet, nulli ,gentium mi-

22 IxtlilxoclútÍ, ,';IIist. Chich., tiores placuisse prenas." Livy t 
MS., cap. 38, and Relaciones, MS. Hist., lib. l~ cap. 28. 

The Tezeuean code, indeed, as 24 The Tezcucan revenue,s were, 
digested under the , greatNezahu- ' in'like manner, paid in the prod
aleoyotl, formed the basis of tbe 'uce oC the country. The vario,u 

ranfe : 
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villages and' a ·large · territory dependent on them, 
were distributed into districts, ,vith each. a share of 
the lands ' allotted to it, for ' its support. The inhab
itants paid ,a. stipulated part . of the ' produce to the 
crown. The vassals of the great chiefs, also,' paid a 
portian of their eCl:rnings hIto the pu blic treasury; 
an arrangement IÍot at aIl ~n the spirit of the feudal 
institutions.25 ' .' 

-~-

,In addition to this tax on all the agricultural 
produce of the. kingdom, there was another on its 
manufactures. The nature and variety of the trib
utes ,viII be bestsho,vn by ano enumeration of .sorne 
of the principal articles. 'These wer~ eotton· dresses, 
°and mantles óf featherwork exquisi1 ely made; orna-

¡' 
¡ 
¡ 

mented armOfr.; vases an~plates ., of gold; goId dust, 
bands and bracelets; crystal, gilt, and varnished jars 

branches of the royal expenditure The people of the .. · provinces 
were· defrayed by specified towns ,vere distributed into ca lpulli ar 
and districts; and tbe ,vhole ar- tribes, ,,,ho held the lands of the 
rangt!ments here, and in Mexico, neighbourhood in eoromon. Offi
bote a remarkable resemblance to cers of thcir own appointment par
the financial regulations of the celled out these lands among tbe 
Persian empire, as reported by the several families of the calpulli; 
Greek ,vriters; (see Herodotus, and,on tbe extinction OI removal 
Olio, seco 192;) ,vith tbis ditrer- of a famil y, its lands reverted to 
enee, however, that the towns oí the common stock, to be again 
Pe~ia pr"per were not burdened distributed. The individual pro
,vith tributes, like the eonquered prietor had no po\ver to alienate 
cities: Idem, Thalia, seco 97. . them. The laws regulating ~hese 

25 Lorenzana, Hist. de Nueva matters were very precise,. and 
España, p. 172. - Torquemada, had existed ayer since the occupa· 
Monarch. Ind., lib. 2, cap. 89; tion of the country by the Aztecs. 
lib. 14, cap. 7. -Boturini, Idea, Zurita, Rapport, pp. 51-62. 
p. 166.-Camargo, Hist. de TIas-

. cala, 1\'18. - He~era, Hist. Gen
eral, dec. 2, lib. 7, cap. 13. 

Genera(i~ . 
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ando gbblets ;. ", bells, arms¡', ,and' uteI)sils of copper~ 
reams of paper; ' grain,fruits, copal, ' amber, : cochi
neal, cacao, wild animals' and 'birds, ' timber," lime, 
mats, ' &C.26 

. In this curious 'medley'J)f the , most 
homely commodities, ando the elegant sup erfluitie s , . 
of 'Iuxury, it' is "sirigular' that .. no' mention should" 

,be made ' oÍ" silver, the great staple of the Gountry 
in Iater tim'es, and the; ' use of' which , was: ,certainly" 
mown to, the ' Aztecs.27 ' 

:' -26 The following items.of tha ' quaÍity ;'a diadem', oí gold,ofa 
tribute furni~hed by different, cities. ' sp'ecified, ,pattern ;20 "lip-jewels' 
wiIl give a more precise idea oí . oC clear amber,.ornamentedwith 
ita nature :-" 2Q chests 'of 'ground gold; " 200 1oads' of chocolate; 
chocolate, ; 40 pieces oí armor, ,100 pots OI jars of liquid~amber.; 
of a parieular device.; 24001oads , 8000 ' h~ndful$ of rich sca~let' 
of l~rge ma~tles, of twisted cloth; feathers; 40 tiger-sldDs; ' 160~ 
8001o~dsof small mantles, of rich bundle s of 'eotton, &c., &c. CoL 
wearing I apparel; 5pieces of ar- de Mendoza, part 2, ap. Antiq. 
mor, ' of;rich feathers; 60 pieees oí Mexico, vols. l., VI! ' , 
of armor" of common ,feathers; fl7 Mapa de " Tributos,' ap. Lo~ 
"!. chest of beans; a chest of chiari; renzana,' Hist. de Nueva' España. 
a ehest of maize; , 8000 ' reama oí '-Tribute-roIl, ap'-Antiq. ofMex
paper; like\vise 2000 loaves of ico, vol.' l., and Interpretation, vol.' 
very . '\vhite salt, refined in the Vio, pp. 17 -44.. ' 
shape of a monId; for the con- The Mendoza Collection,in tba 
sumption only of the lords of Mex- Bodleian Library at Oxiord, con .. 
jeo; 8000 lumps oí unrefined co.. tains ' a ro11 .of tbe cities of the 

, , pal; 400 small baskets , of ,white ' 
refined copai; 100 copper axes; 
80 loads of red chocolate; 800 
ncaras, out of which they drank 
chocolate; a little vessel of small 
turquoise stones; 4 chests oC tim
ber, fuIl of- maize ;' 4000 loads .:, of 
lime; tiles of gold, of the' size oí 
an ,oyster, and as thick as the fin
ger; 40 bags ' of cochineal; 20 
bags of gold dust, of the finest 

Mexican empire, with the specific 
tributes exacted from them. It is 
a copy _ made' afier the Conq uest, 
with . a pen, on European '- paper 
(See Foreign Quartel'Iy Review, 
No. XVII. Art. 4'.) An originai 
painting oí the same roll ,' was in' 
Boturini'smuseum. Lorenzana' 
has' given ns engravings. of it, in' 
which the outlines of tbeOxford 
copy are' filled up, though some~' 

·enerafife 
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Garrisons were' established in the larger cities,
probably those at.a distance,and 'recently conquered, 
-to keep down révolt, and to enforce- the .payment 
of the tribute.29 Tax-gatherers were also distrib
uted throughout the kingdom, who were recognised 

. by iheir ,?fficial badges, and dreaded from the mer-
.ciless rigor Qf . their exactions.· By a stern Iaw, 
every defauIter was liable to be taken · and sold as 
a slave. " In the capital were spacious granaries 
and warehouses for the reception' of the tributes. 
A receiver-generaI, was quartered in the palace, who 
rendered in an exact account of the various con-

_______ ---- tributions, " . and watched over the conduct 'of the 
Inferior agents, in whom the least malversation was 
summarily punishe~. ThIs functionary was fur

i nished With a map · of the whole empire, with a 
• minute specification of the imposts assessed on every 

TR DI 1\ {>art of it. These imposts, moderate under the reigns ' 

I 

./ 

of the early princes,became so burdensome ' under 
those at the cIose of thé dynasty, being rendered still 
more oppressive by the manner of collection, that 

what rudely. Clavigero considers 
the explanations in Lorenzana's 
edition very inaccurate, (Stor. del 
Messico, tomo l. p. 25,) a judg
ment confinned by AgUo, who has 
transcribed the en tire collection of 
the M,endoza papers, in the first 
volume of the Antiquities of l\fex
ico. It' would have much facili
tated reference to . his plates, if 
they had been numbered; - a 
strange omission! 

'VOL. l. 6 

28 Th~ caciques, who submitted 
to tha allied arms, were ~sually" 

confirmed in their authority, and 
the conq uered places allo\ved to 
retain theÍl la,vs and usages. (Zu-" 
rita, Rapport, p. 67.) The con
quests were not always partitioned, 
but sometimes,.singularly enough, · 
'vere held in common by the tbree 
powers. !bid., p. 11. 

Generar-e 



J 

• I 

42 
I 

, '[Bopx l. 'AZTEC , CIVILIZATION. 

'they' b~ed disaffection throughout the land, and pre . 
. . pared the way fo~ its conquest by the Spaniard~.29 . . 

CommunÍcation was maintained \.vith the remotest 
parts of the count:ry ' .by means of , couriers. " ,P~st- ' 

houseS ' were established on ' the 'great !oads,' about 
two leagues distánt f~oin each other. The , courier, . 
,bearing his despatchesin the , form of a hieroglyphi- . 

, cal pa~nting, ran with themto , t~e fitst station,where 
they were taken by another 'inessenger 'and , carried 
forward to the next, an,d so on till they reached the 
capital." 'The,se . couriers,' trai~edfrom , childhood, 

__________ ,' travelledwith ,incrédible swiftness ;not foúr al. five 
--- Ieagues ' an hour, as an' oIdchroniqleI;' ,-\vouId 'make 
______ ;,us 'believe, . butwith 'such . speed that .despatches 

1\,1)[ 1\ 

'were carried fronl one to ·two h~ndred ' miles \~ day.30 ' 
Ftes4 Jish was frequently served at Montezuma's 

' table in 'twenty-fouf hours ' from ,the time , it ,had ' 
'been ' taken ; in the' Gulf of Mexico, two '. huildred 
miles froro the , capital. ' -In ~his way intelligen~e 

29 Collee. ~f Mend~z~, ap., An~ ludian or" hi~ , party travelled ' a 
tiq.of Mexico, vol. VI~ p. 17. -' hundred 'miles iil 'tour and twenty , 
Carta de Cortés, ap. Lorenzana, ' bours. (Travels in N. America, 

, Hist.de ~ ueva España,p. 110. , (N ew York, 1839,) vol. l. p. 193.) 
- Torquemada, Monarch. ,Ind., The· ,Greek, ' who, according to 
lib. 14, cap. 6, 8.,- Herrera, Hist. Plutarch, brought the ne\vs oí 
General, dec. 2, lib. 7, cap. 13. - victory to Platma, a· hundred and 
Sahagun, Hist. de Nueva España, twenty-five miles, in ' a day, was a 
lib. 8, cap. 18, 19. , ". ' better travellerstilL" Sorne inter~ 

30The 1-Ion. c. , A. Murray, ésting fac~s on tbe pe~estrian capa
whose imperturbable , goo~ ... humor bilities of man in tbe savage state 
under real troubles , forms a'con~ are collectedby Buffon, ,vho con
trast, rather striking, to the sensi- eludes, truly enough, "L'homme 
tiveness ' of some of his predeces... civilisé ne 'connait pas ses forces." 
sors to imaginary ones, te118 US, (Histoire N atureDa; De la J eu-
among other marvels, that an uesse.) , 

eneralife 
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of the movements , of the royal armies was rapidly 
~~ought to ,court; and the dress of the couríer, de
noting " by,its ,éolor , that of his tidlngs, spread joy 

~or , consternation in ' the towns , through which he 
, passed.31 

But the great aim of the Aztec institutions, to 
which prívate discipline and public honors were 
aJike directed, was the " profession of arms. . In 
Mexieo, as in Egypt, the soldier shared ,with the 
priest the highest consideration. The king, as, we 
have seen, must be an experieneed warrior. The 
tutelary deityof 'the Aztecs was the god of war. A 
great object of their military expeditions was, to gath
er' hecatombs of captives for his altars. The 801-

dier, who fell in battle, was transported at once to 
the region of in e ffa bl e bliss ~n the bright mansions of 
the Sun.32 Every Wiar, therefore, became a crusade ; 
and the \varrior, ahimated by a religious enthusiasm, 
like tnat of the early Saracen, or the Christian cru-

31 Torquemada, ~Ionarch. Ind., 
lib. 14, cap .. 1. 

Tbe same wants led to the same 
. expedients in ancientRome, and 
still more ancient Persia. "N oth
ing in the \vorld is borne so swift
ly," saya Herodotus, "as mes .. 
sages by the Persian couriers" ; 
which his commentator, Valcke-

. naer, prudently qua1ifi~s by the 
exception of tbe carner pigeon. 
(Herodotus, Hist., Urania, seco 98, 
nec non Adnot. ed. Sch,veighau
ser.) Couriers are noticed,in the 
thirteenth century, in China j by 

Marco Polo. Their stations were 
~only three miles apart, and tbey 
accomplished five days' joumey in · 
one. (Viaggi di, Marco Polo, lib . 
2, cap. 20, ap. Ramusio, tomo JI.) . 
A similar· arrangenient for posts 
subsists there at the present day, 
and excites Itbe admiration of a 
modern traveller. (Anderson, Brit-' 
ish Embassy to China, (London, 
1796,) p. 282.) In all these cases, 
the posts were for the use of gOY

ernment onIy. 
,32 Sahagun, Hist. de N neva 

España, lib. 3, ,Apend., cap. 3. 

Generalife 



,. 

. 44 AZTEC ClviLIZATION,' ~ 
, .'j 

[Boo~ : I . . 

. . 

. :sáder; ~ was ' not only raised.to aco~tempt of danger', 
b~t' ' courted it, {or . the . imperishable .. . crown of mar- ' 
tyrd~rri~ ' Thus ' wéfind . the same . fmpulse ·'. ~ctj'ng in 
"the' mostoppósite qliarters ' of ' the' globe',' arid -.th.e 

. , Asiatic,~he · European, .· ~and' the·American, .· each ' 
earnestly lnvoking the holy ·name of religioil~n " the 
perpetrationof human butchery. 
. The · question of ,,,ár was' dfscussed in a council 
oC the king ando his 'chief nobles. ' Ambassadors 
werc sént, previ~usly ' to ' its declaration", to ' reqtliré, 
the 'hostile state '10 receiv~ ' the Mexiean gods, ando t~ 
llay the : cusfomary ' tribute. ' The persons of ainbás
sadors were' held saered throughout Anahuac. They 
were lodgeq ánd entertained' in' the great towiIs" at i 

....... ........ --- the · pub1ic charge, · and '\Vere everywhere · récéiv~d . .. . . I 
with courtesy, solong as they did noL deviate from Y Generahe: 

. thehig~roads 'on theifroute~ · . When .they· did, 

nIR ' they 'for~eited ' . their . privileges: ' '. "If the ~mbassy . 
proved 'unsuccessful, a defiance,: or \. open declara~ion , 

. . of war, " ~ was sent;" quotas were . drawn ' frorri the ( 
conquered provinces, which w~re aI,,~ays' subje'cted 
to military service, as wéll as the payment of taxés'; 
and the royal army, usually with the, monarch at its 
head; begall its march.33 

'. The . Aztec princes . made use óf ., the . incentÍve~ 
employed- by European monarchs to ex~ite , the am
bition' . of their ' ,follower~.. 'They established varioús 

'1', ' ' 

33 Zurita., Rapport, pp: 68, 120. 
- Col. oí. ·Mendoza, ap.' Antiq. of 

. , Mexico, voL l. PI. 67; vol. VI. ,- . 
p. 74. - Torquemada, Monarch . 

. lnd.,"lib. 14, cap. l. 

The reader will find a remark
able resemblance to ' these ffiilitary 
usages, in those of the early Ro-' 
mans.Comp. Liv., Hist., lib. t, 
cap. 32; lib. 4, cap. 30, et alibi 

.... 
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,~ilit~ry. orders, each haVing its privileges and pecu- , 
, liar . insigni~. .There seems, also, to ha ye existed a 
sort of' knighthood, of inferior degree. lt was the 
cheapest reward. of martial prowess, and whoever 
.had not reached it 'w.as excluded' frOID . using orna
ments' on ·· hi~ arms or hls person,. and obliged to 
.wear a ~oarse white stuff, made from the threads 

. of the aloe, caIled . nequen. . Even the members of 
the royal family were not excepted from this Iaw, 
which rerninds one of the occasional . practice of 
Christian · knights, to wear plain armo!, Dr. shields 
without device, till they had achieved sorne doughty 

__ ....-----. feat of chivalry. Although the military orders were 
..... _________ - ~hroWn . open to alI, it is probable that they were 

i . ,chiefly filled with pel1sons of rank, who, by their Generalífe 
• previous training and connexions, were able to 

come ·Ínto the field under peculiar advantages.31 

. IT'he Uress of the high~r warriors was 'picturesque 
and often magnificente Their bodies were covered 
with a close vest of quilted eotton, so thick as to be 
impenetrable to the light missiles of Indian warfare. 
~his garme~t was so light and . serviceable, that it 
was . adopted by the Spaniards~ The wealthier 

. chiefs sometimes ,vore, instead of this eotton mail, 
a cuirass made of thin plates of gold, or silver. Over 
it was thrown a surcoat of the gorgeous feather
work in ,which they excelled.35 Their helmets 

. 34 !bid. J lib. 14, cap. 4, 5.
Acosta, lib. 6, ch. 26. - CQllec. 
of Mendoza, ap. Antiq. of Mexico, 
yo1. l. PI. 65; vol. VI. p. 72.
Camargo, Hist. de 'rlascala, 1\1:S. 

35 "Their mail, tr mail it may be called, 
was WQven 

oc vegetable down, Iike finest .ftax, 
Bleached to the whiteness of new· 

fallen snoW. 

• • • • • 
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were sometimes 9f ~ood, fashioned liké the .heads ' . 
,of: wild , animals, arid someti~es.' of, 'silver, on the 
t~p of which ~aved a panache, of variegated, plumes, ', 

' splinkl~d with , preci(n~~, stones and· brnaments' -of .. 
g~ld.· They wore 'also collars;" ,bracelets, and ear~ ' 
rings, of the same rich materials.36 . 

_ Their a.rmies were -divided into , ~odies _ of . eight 
thousand men ; "and these, ag':lin" into companies 'oí 
three or four , hundred, , each with itsown 'coinman~ 

der. " . The n'ational standard, whi~h has been co~,
pared to the ancien~ 'Roman, displayed, in its 'em-

__ ~ broidery of gold . and feather-work, the armorial en

. JUn, R DI 1\ 

's~gns ' of the state~ These ,were significant of its 
llame, which,' as. , the . names of both person~ and' 
places were borrowed from sorne material 'object, ( 
was , easil y '. expressed ,by , hierogI yphical sym bols. 
The companies and the great -chiefs had alsotheir 
approprjate banners a~d devices, and the gau'dy hues 
of their many-colored pI~mes gav~ 'a dazzling spl~n .. ~ 
dor to the spectacle. ' :,' ' 

The~r 'tactics were such as ,belong to ' a nation~ 

with whom ,var, though a trade, is ', not elevated ' to 
. the' rank o( ,a science. , ', They advanced singing, and 

Others, 01 higher office, were ~yed ,doubt, ho~ever, the propriety oí . 
In f~::ery breastplates, of more gorgeous tbe Welshman's .vaunt, before the 

Tban the gay plumage oí themountai~. use,of me--arms. . 
coek, ,,' ' 36 Sahagun, Hist. de Nueva' l 

Than tbe pbeasnnt's glittering pride. But , Es aña lib. 2 cap. 27· lib. 8 
what were these P,"," 

,Or what the thin g~ld hauberk,when op- cap. 12. - Relatio~e d' un gentil' 
, • ' posed . ' ' huomo, ap. ,Ramusio, tomo ill. 

To arms like OU~ in battle' JJ p. 305. _, Torquemada, Monarch. 
MADoo, P. I J canto 7. • .' 

Beautiful paill:ting! One may Ind., Ubl supra. 
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shou.ting theirwar-cries, briskly charging the enemy, 
, a~ ' rapidly retreating, and ,making. use of ambuscades, 

sudden surprises, and · the light skirmish of guerilla 
warfare. . y et theirdiscipline was such as to dra,v 
fort~ the · encomiums of ·the · Spanish . conquerors. 
"Abeautiful sight it was," says one of them, "to 
see them set out on their 'march, aIl moving forward 
so . gayly, and in so admirable order! " 37 In· battle, 
they did not seek to kilI th~ir enemies, so much as 
to take them prisoners; and they never scalped, l¡ke 
other North American trlbes. The valor . of a war-

......... --~ 

riar was estimated by the number of his prisoners; 
and no ransom was large enough to save the devoted 
captive.38 

Their militaryeode bore the same stern features as 
their other Iaws. Bisobedience of orders was pun
ishea. ,vith death. It was death, also, for a soldier 

TR Dr ro Ieave his colors, to attack the enerny before the 
signal ,vas given, or to plunder another's booty or 
prisoners. One of the last Tezcucan princes, in the 
spirit of an ancient Roman, put two sons to death,-

37 Relatione d'un gentil' huomo, 
ubi supra. . 

38 . Col. of ~{endoza, ap. Antiq. 
of Mexico, vol. l. PI. 65, 66; vol. 
VI. p. 73. - Sahagun, ' Hist. de 
Nueva España, lib. 8, cap. 12.-' 
Toribio, Hist. de los Indios, MS., 
Parte l. cap. 7. - Torquemada, 
Monarch. Ind., lib. 14, cap. 3.
Relatione d'un gentil' huomo, ap. 

. Ramusio, loe. cito 
Scalping may claim high au

thority, or, at least, antiq uity o 

The Father of History gives an 
account of it among the Scythians, 
sho,ving that they performed the 
operation, and wore the hideous 
trophy, in the saine manner as our 
North American Indiana. (Hero
dot., Hist., Melpomene, seco 64.) 
Traces of tbe same savage custom 
are also found in the la ws of the 
Visigoths, among the Franks, and 
even the Anglo-Saxons. See Gui
zot, Cours d'Histoire l\foderne, 
(Paris, 1829,) tom. lo po 283. 
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. . 

· after having cured~· theirwounds,~for · violating the 
: last-mentioned law.39 ' 

. . 

. 1 must · not . o~it to · notice here an . institution, 
th~ ' introductionofwhi~h, in . thé OldWorld, is 

. rankedamong the' beneficent fr~its of Christianity. 
, Hospit.~ls were, established in ih~ principal cities, for 
the cure of the sick', -and the permanent refuge-.of 
the-disabled soldier;· and surgeons were placed over 
them, "who were so far better ' than those in Eu-
rope,'·' says,. an old chronicler, ·" that they did . not 
protract the cure, in order 'to increase the pay."40 

______ .... Such is the brief outline of the civil and military 
polity of . the .ancient Mexicans; · ,less perfect than 
could be desired; in regard to the former, from· the 
impcrfection .of the . souroes' whence it is drawn. · 
Whoev~r .has had occasion to e~plore the early his
tory of modern Europe has found how vague "~nd 

JUNTA D[Rn unsatisfactory is the political informátion which can 

.. 

be gleaned from the· gossip of monkishannalists. 
Ho,v much is the di~culty. increased in the .present 

· instance, . where this 5nformation, . first recorded in 
. , 

· the dubious language "of hieroglyphics,was in ter-
preted in another Ianguage, with which the Spanish 
chroniclers w~re imperfectly acquainted, while it 

I related to i~stitutions of which their past . expe
/ rience enabled them to forín no a(lequate . conception ! 
Amidst such uncertain lighfs, it .is in .yain to expect 
nice accuracy of d~ta~. AIl that 'can be done is, to 

39 Ixtlilxochitl, Hist. Chich., lib. 12,· cap. 6; lib. 14, cap. 3. -
MS., cap. 67. Ixtlilxochitl, Hist~ · Chich~, MS., 

40 Torquemada, Monarch. Ind., cap. 86. 
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' attempt anoutline ofth~ more prominent features, 
that a . correct impressioD; so far as it goes, may be 
,produced on t:p.e mind of ',the reader. 

, Enough has been said, however, toshow .that the 
Aztec and Tezcucan races were advanced in civili
~ation very far beyond the ~~ndering, tribes of North 
America.41 The degree' of civilization which they 
had reached; as inferred by their political institu
tions, may be considered, perhaps, not much short 
of that enjoyed by ' our Saxon ancestors, under 
Alfred. In respect to the nature of it, they may be 

41 Zurita is indignant at tha ep" and institutions, and on thatof the 
ithet of barbarians bestowed on modifications introduced by the 
the Aztecs; an epithet, he says, Spaniards. Much of his treatise is 
"which could come from no one taken up with the latter subject. 
who had personal knowleoge of In what relates to the fonner he 
the ,capacity oí the people; or their , is more brief than c~ld be wished, 
instit~tions, and which, in sorne re- from the difficulty, perhaps, of ob
spects, is quite as well merited by taining full and satisfactory infor
the European nations." (Rapport, mation as to the details. As fal 
p. 200,et seq.) , This is strong as he goes, ho,vever, he manifests 
language. Yet no, one had better a sound and discriminating judg .. 
means of knowing tban tbis emi- mento He is very rarely betrayed 
nent jurist, who, fornineteen years, into the extravagance oí expression 
held a' post in the , royal audiences so visible in the writers of the 
ofNew Spain. During hislong res- time; and tbis temperance, com
idence in the country he had ample bined ,vith bis uncommon sources 
opportunity of acquainting himself of information, makes his ~ork 
with its usages, both through his one of highest authority on the 
own personal observation and in- limited topics within ita range.
tercourse with the natives, and 'The original manuscript was con
through the first missiona,ries who sulted by Clavigero, and, indeed, 
came over after the eonquest. On has been used by other writers. 
his retum to Spain, probably about The ,vork is now accessible to aH, 
1560, he occupied himself ,vith an as one of tbe series of translations 
answer to queri~s which had be en from the pen of the indefatigable 
propounded by the government, Ternaux. 
on the charaeter ofthe Aztec laws 
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better compared ·with the cEgyptians ;and' .t~e .ex
arilinationo" of thelr soci~ rela~ions ~and culture may -. 
suggest still strongerpoints . of resemblan<?e·. to that', 

. . ' ancient people. .. . ' . ~ " ." . 

. :'. Those ' familiar' With ···. the. modern ' Mexicans wiII ' 
findit 'difficult to c6nceive that the nation should· evet' 
have . b"een ~apable . óf 'devising the enlig~tened· pqlity ' 

- which we have been" co~sidering.· .: :But they,should' . 
renie~ber thatin the >Mexica~s' oC: ourday.they see 

· only' a . con'queréd race; as different' frotn their an-' 
ce"stots a~ ·are the modern Egyptians from,tho's~who 
huilt,- 1 will not say, the tastelesspyramids,

.______ but the ,temples' ando palaces, ' whose ·· ,magnificent 
.' wi~cks strew the ' borders of the ' Nile, at Luxor ~nd t 

Karnac. The difference is notso great as hetween Ge . eralí e 
. . the aneient Greek, an4 bis degen~rate' descendant;, 
. lounging . am'ong the master-pieces ' of art which. h_e . 

has " scarcely taste enough :' to admire, ~ speáking 
JU TJ\UI J\ the language of 'those still more imperisháble monu~ . 

.. 

ments of literatur~which he. has hardly .capacity to 
· comprehend • . Yet he breathes the sa:me' atmospher~, . 
is' warmed ~y the same . sun, nourishe~ by the, same 
scenes,as those who fell ' at Marathon; and w0Il:, 
the ' trophies of OlympiePisa. 'The s~me .' blood 
flows, in bis veins,that flowed in theirs • . But ,ages of, 
tyranny have passed' overhim-; he belongs too a con-
que:.;ed race. · ... .. ' , . '. . ' . , . 

· . The Améri~an, Indian ha~ ' somethiÍlg .peculiarly , 
sen~itive .. in' his nature~' ',' He, shrinks·. instinctively ' 
from the . rude touch oí a foreign hand. .' E ven when 
this foreign .influence comes in the' form of civiliza-
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tion, he seems to sink and pine away- beneath it. 
It has béen so with the Mexicans. Under the 
Spanish domination, their numbers have silently 

, melted away. Their energies are broken. They 
no longér tread their mountain 'plrulls with the con
scious , ,independence of their ancestors. In their 
faltering 'Step, and meek and ,melancholy aspect, we 
~ead the sad 'characters of the conquered race. The 
cause of humanity, inQeed, has gained. They live 
under a better system of laws, a more assured tran
quillity, a purer faith. But all does not avail. 
'Their civilization was of the hardy character, which 
belongs to the wilderness. , The fierce virtues , of 
the Aztec were all his own. ,They refused to submi~ 
to European culture, ~ to be engrafted on a foreign 
stock'. , His outward fOmI, , His complexion,-his lin ... 
eaments, 'are substantially the same. But the moral 
characteristics of the nation, all that constituted its 
individuality as a race, are effaced for ever. 

Two oí tbe principal authorities fOl tbis Chapter are Torquemada 
and Clavigero. The fonuer, a Provincial of tbe Franciscan order, 
came to the N ew W orld about the middle of tba sixteenth century. 
As the generation oC the Conquerors had not tben passed away, he 
had ample opportunities ol gatbering tbe particulars oí theÍr enterprise 
from theÍr ~wn lips. Fifty years, during which he continued in tbé 
country" put him in possession oí the, traditions and usages of the 

.. natives, and enabled hlm to colleet theÍr history from the earliest 
missionaries, as well as traro such monuments as the fanaticism oC his 
own countrymen had not then destroyed. From these ample sources 
he compiled his bullry tomes, beginning, after the approved iashion" of 
the áncient Castilian cmonielers, witb tbe creation of the world, and 
embracing the whole circle of the Mexiean institutions, politica!, reli
gious, and social, from ' the earliest perlod to his own time. ,In handling 
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these íruitful , themes" the worthy father has shown a fuIl ~easure oí 
, tlie bigotrjr wh.ich belonged te, bis order. at ' that periodo ' Every page, 
. too', is 'loaded with ' ~histrations from Scripture orprofane'his~ory, which' 
form a whi~sical contrast , to the barharic staple oí his story; and he 
has sometimes fallen into, serious errara,' from hisinis~o'nception of ,the 
cbronological system of tba Aztecs. , But, notwithstanding these glaring 
defects in 'the composition of the work, the student, aware',of ,his au
thor's irifirmities, will find few better 'guides than Torquemada in tracing 
tbe stream 9f historie, trnth up to the fountain . head ; such is his man
ifest integrity, ,and so great we~e his facilities fOl ,information on the 
most curious points of Mexican antiquity . No work, accordingly, 

, has been more largeIy consuIted and copied, even, by sorne, who, like 
Herrera, haya affecied to set little vaIne ' ón the sources whence its 
information wasdrawn. - (Hist. General, dec~ ' 6, lib. 6, 'cap. ' 1~.) 
The Monarchía Indiana was ,first published at Seville, 1615, (Nic. 
Antonio, Bibliotheca Nova, (Matriti, 1783,) tomo II~ .p. 787,)aod 
sinee, in a better style, in three volumes folio, at Madrid,' in 1723. " , 

. The other authority, frequently ' cited in, the preceding pages; is the 
Abbé Clavigero's Storia Antica del Messico. ' lt was originally printed 
towards -the close of the last century, in the Itallan language, ,and in 
ItaIy, whither the author, a nativa oí V ~ra Cruz, ud 'a meinber of tha 
order 'of the J esuits, 'had retired, on the expulsion .. of tbat body fr9m 
Amenea, in 1767. 'During al'esidence of thirty ... 1ive years in his own 
country, Chivigero' had made himself int~at~ly acqtiainted with 'ita 

, 'antiquities, .by th~ cateful ~:x:amination of painting~, manuscripts, and 
[ .1-\ , such other re~ains as were to . be found in his . day. The plan of bis 

work is nearly as comprehensive' as 'that of his ' predecessor, ~orque-
'mada; but the later and more cuÍtivated perlod, in which ,he wrote, 
is visible in the superior address with which. he has. managed bis 
complicated subject. In the elaborate disquisitfons , in his concluding 
volume, he has done much to rectify tha chronology, and the various 
inaccuracies ,ofpreceding writers .. Indeed, an avowed object ' of his 
work was, to vindicate his countrymen , froID what he conceived to be 
the misrepresentations of Robertson, Raynal, and 1>.e Pau. In regard 

. to tha 1asi ,two, he was perfectly successfu1. ' Such an ostensible de;.. 
signmight naturallysuggest unfavorable ideas of his 4npartiality. But, 
oD,the whole, he seems to have conducted the discussion with good \ 
faith; and, if he has been led by national zea~ to overcharge tbe pie 
ture with brilliantcolors, ' he , will be found much more temperate, 
on ,this acore, , than tho~e who ,preceded hbn, while he has applied 
'soúndprinciples oí criticism, oí which ", tliey ~ete incapable. '"In 'a 
,word, the diligence of bis researches has 'gathered fintO one focus tha 

" scattered lights of traditioD and antiquarian lore, purified in a great 

... ~ -
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