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WARS AND POLITICS OF, ITALY.

'PART ' young to 'be steeléd by familiarity with the iron trad~

.11. to 'which be was devoted. It may be fair, however,
to' ch~rge this on the age rather than on tbe indi~

vidual, for surely never was there one characterized
by'greater brutality, and more unsparing ferodty in
its wars. J4 So'Httle had the progress of civilization
~one for humanity. It is not until a rece'nt period,
that a more generous spirit has operated;, :tbat a
felIow-creature has been understoodnot to forfeit
his 'rigbts as, a trian, because he is lio eoerny; that
cooveiltiooal laws' have been- established, bmding
greatIy to ,mitigate tbe evils of a condition; which
~th every alleviation is one of unspeakable' misery;
and that those who hold tbe desthiies of natioos in
tneir 'hands have been made to fee1, that tbere is
less true glory, and far less Iprofit, to oe-derit€d from
war, than' from tlie \Vise preveotion of: it.
'The dcfeat at Ravenna struck a panic ioto tbe

nURlconfederates. The stout heart of Julius the Second
faltered,~ and it required all tbe assurances oí tbe
Spanish and Venetian mioisters to keep him stauncb
to bis' purpose., King Ferdinand issued orders" 10

tbe Great Captain to bold himself in readiness. for

24 ODa example may suffice, oc- of the whole number of fogitives
ctÍmng in the W'ar of the League, only one escaped with Jife; and
in 1510. When Vicenza "'aS t3ken the blackened and convolsed ap-­
by tha, Imperi:ilists, a number of pearance of the bodies showed too
the inbabit:lDts, 3IDounting to one, pl3inly the croel agonies oí so.ffo­
or,aecording lo sorne accoUDts, six cation. (Mémoires de Bayard,
thousand, took refuge in a neigh- chapo 40. - Bembo, Isloria Yini­
bouring grotlo', with their wives ziana, tomo ü.lib.l0.)' Bayard
and childien, compreheoding many executed two of the autbois of tbis
oCthe .xrinci~l families of the diabolical act on the. spot. . Bot
place. - FreñCh officer, detecting the 1I chev:ilier sans reproche" was
theiiretr8at~ CaUsed 3. he3p oC fag- an exceptionto, rather than ailex­
gots lo be piled upat the mouth of ample of,the prevalent spiritof~e
the cavem and set on fue. Out age.
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taking the command of forces to be instantIy. raised C1L\PTER

ror NapIes. There could be no better proof oí the XXlL

royal consternation. JS

The victory o, Ravenna, however, was more fatal The FreDch
. retreaL

to the French than to their. foes.,. The uninterrUpt-
ed successes of a commander are so far unfortunate,
that .they incline· his followers, by the brillian't i1lu~

sion they throw around his name,' to rely less. on
theirown resources, than on him whom they have
hitherto found invincible·;and tbus subject their
own destinyto aH tbe casualties which attach to
the fortunes of a single individual. . The death 'of
Gaston de Foix seemed to dissolvethe. only.- bond
wliicn lielil tbe French together.~. The officers"be~

carne divided, the soldiers disheartened, and,with
tbeloss of their young 'liero~lhstfalICinterest.iJ tñ~bra yGeneralit
service. The allies, adviseo oí tliis disorderly state
of. .die army;, recovcred· confidence, and renewed
their: exertions.· Through~. Ferdinand'8 . ¡nBuenee
Over his son-in-Iaw, Henry the Eightb of England,
tbe··'latter,had· been induced· openly. to join - the
League· ,in' dÍe beginning oí' the .presen t year~ 26

The' Catholic· king ,·had . the· address, moreover,
just before the· batde to detach the emperor. from

!2S Goicciardini, Istoria, tomo V.
lib. IO~ pp. 310 - 312, 32-2, ~23. ­
Chr6nica del Gran Capitan, lib. 3,
cap. 7~~ Marian~ Hist.de España,
tom. ii. lib. 30, cap. 9. - Glovio,
Vita Magni Gonsalvi, lib. 3, .p.
288.-Carbaja1, Aoa1es, MS., aúo
1512.-:- Sea also Lettera di Vettori,
AI~gio 16, '1514" &pud .Macma-
yelli, Opere. ',' ", .' .
,~))omont; Corps Diplomatique,

tomo lY. p. 137. ,'.. , ' . .' >,

, He had become aparty lo it as ear­
ly as November 17,ortbe preceding
year; he defened ita publication,
bowever, until he had received the
last instalmentof a.subsidy ~ that
Lonis XII. was 10 pay him ror tbe
maintenailce oC~. (Rymer,
Fa:dera, 10m. xiJi. pp. 311 ~ 323
~Sismoodi, 'Hist. des FraD~t
tomo xv. p~ 385.) El'en the chlval­
loUS Harry' the Eighth· eowd liot
esCape tha tri~bspirit ()f~~ ~.



so Zurita, .Anales, tomo vi. lib.·
10;eap. 44 - 48. - Guicciardini,
Istoña, tomo vi. lib. 11, p. 52.. , '

Martyr re~rts a, conversation·.
ibat he had W1th· the Venetían min-.
ister in Spain, t.onchins- ihis busi~.
nesa. Opus EplSl.,eplSt. 520•. '., ..

30. Domont, Corpa Diplomatique,
tomo iv. párt. 1, no. 86. ': ,.. '
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, rit Gui~ardini. Istoria,· tomo T.
lib~"10, p. 320. .
': 518' Mémoires de Bayard, chapo
55~ ~Fl~~ge!.~((~moi1res~ chapo
31.-:-Ferreras,' .wst. d :&p~one,

t'?II!~ viii. p'p. 3S9, ~~. -:-Guicciar­
d1Dl~ Istona, to~. T. lIb. 10, pp.
335,33~~ --: Zurita, Anales, tomo
Tí} lib:· 10, cap~ 20. ' ...' ,

PART France~ by eff"ecting a truce between himand Ven..
.11. ice. 21 The Frencb, now menaced and pressed on

every side, began their retreat under the brav~ Li\
Palice,and, to ~uch.an impotent ~tatewere. they
re~uced, tbat, in less than three monthsafter tbQ

June28. fatal victorJ, they lvereat the foot oC the Alps, hay­
ing abandQned not only .their recent, hut aH· thej~
conquests in the north of 1taly. 28

'The same results now too1\ place as iI}..~he late
war. agaillst .Veniee. The confederqte~ qm;tTrelIed
over the division of the spoil. The l'~pijlJlig, with
the ,largest .claims, obtained the Iea~t éo~c~,s~jon,~~

She felt tbat· she \Vas to be made to de~ce~d ~Q ~n

inferior rank in the scale oí natioQ~! ::Ferd.in~nQ
earne~tly r~monstrated 'with the pope, ~Dq sub~e..,

quent1y,by meansLof ~is.c.1Ven~ti"ri\ lllipistef, wit6ne dllt
Maximilian, on tliis mistakeo 'poliey. 29 B~t tbe
indifference of tbe ··one, . and tbe. cupidity of tba.

nnR otner,were closed against argument. ¡he r~sult
was precisely what the prudent mona¡;:ch foresaw.
Venice,vas driven joto the arms of her perfidious

1513. ancieQt ally, 'and 00 the 2Sd ()f March, I{HS, a de­
~nitive treaty was arrangedwith france (Ol: tbeir
mutual defence. SO Thus the most eflici.e:q~ J;Ilember
was alienated from tbe confederacy. AH the recent.
~dv~ta~e~ oí ~e alIies were compro~~ed. New.

Venlre dls·
(u'led.
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combinations were to be formed, and new and in- CHAPTEB

terminable prospects of hostility opened. XXIL

Ferdinand, relieved from immediate apprehen· Bllttlc or
Novilla.

sions_ oÍ' the French, took comparative]y Hule Ínter-
est in'1talian politics. He 'vas too much occupied
with settling his conquests in Navarre. The army,
indeed,. nnder Cardona still kept tbe field in tbe
north of Italy. The viceroy, after reestablisbing
the Medici in Florence, remained. inactive. The
Frencb, in tbe mean while, had again mustered ,in
force, and crossing the mountains encountered the
Swiss in a bloody batde at Novara, ,vbere the for- 1513.

June 6.
mer were entirely routed. .Cardona, then rousing
frolD his .1etbargy, traversed the .Milanese: without
opprisition, laying w~te the ancient territories oí
Venice, ~urning tbe EaIaces an(llp'leash~-nousJs o( tra r: 'le ar~
its lordly inhabitants on die lieautiftil banlts oc. tlle
Brenta, and approaching so near to tbe " Queen of
the Adriatic," as to throw a few impotent balIs into
the monastery of San Secondo.

Tbe indignation of the Venetians and of AIviano, OCLaMotta.

the same general who had fought so galIantly undar
Gonsalvo at the Garigliano, humed them Ínto an 0Ct. 7.

engagement witb tbe allies near La. Motta, at two
miles' . distance from Vicenza. Cardona, loaded
with baoty and entangled among the mouotain
passcs, was assailed under every disadvantage~

The German· a1lies gave way before the impetuous
charge ofAlviano,. but the Spanish infantry stood ~.~

its gtound .. unshaken, and by extraordinary disci- rioaa.

llliDe .. and _valor 'succeeded .in turning· the. fortunes
oí tb~··day.':More than fout thousandof the enemy
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,vereleft on the field, and a larga number of pris­
oners, including many of rank, ,vith aH the baggage
and artillery, feIl into the hands of the victors. 31

Thus ended the campaign of 1513; the French
ariven again beyond the mountains; Veniee cooped
up ,vithin her sea-girt fastnesses, and compeIled to
enrol her artisans and common laborers in her de­
fenee, - but .still strong in resources, aboye an
in the patriotism and unconquerable spirit ol ber
people. 32

31 Gaicciardini, lstoria, tomo vi.
lib. 11, pp. lOI-138.-Peter 1\Iar­
tp"Opus Epist., epist.523.-Ma­
tlana, Hist. de ~"'paiia, tomo ii.
libo' 30, cap. 21.- Fleurange, Mé­
IDoires, chapo 36, 37. - Also 3D
originalletter oC King Ferdinand to
ArCbbisbo.p Deza, apud BemaIdez,
Reyes Católicos, !\IS., cap. 242•

. Alviano died a: littIe more Uian a
¡ear afier tbis defeat, at sixty yeara
oí~. .He was so moch beloved

by tba soldiary, tbat tbey reCused
to be separated from his remains,
which were bóma at tha head oí
tbe anny for sorne weeks after bis
deatb. They wcre finaUy laid in
the cburch of Sto Stepben iD VeD­
ice; and tbe seoate, wiili. more
rntiluae tban is usuaIly conceded e
10 republics, .seuled an. honorable
pension on bis :fiünily. . .

32 D:nu, Hist. de Venise, tom;
ili. pp. 615, 616. . .

Dllru'. IIIs­
tolre de Ve.
nIse.

" CoontDaru bas supplied tbe de- tuous politics of tbe l'epublic; in
sideratum, 80 long standing, oC a lhe acute and always sensible re­
foU, Iluthentic bistory oC a state, fleetions with which he elothes tbe
whose institotioos ",ere \he admi- dl'Y skeletoD oí faet;· ánd in tha
ration oí eadier times, and whose novel stores of informatioil be has
long stability :md 5UcceSS make opened. The fOl'eign policy of
tbem deservedly 3D object of euri- Venioo exeitedtoo mocli jnterest
osity and jnterest to oor own. The amoog friends and enemies in·· ihe
stjle oC the work, al once lively day of ber glory, 001 to oceopy tbe
and coodeused, is nol that beSt ~eDS oftbe most iotelligent wrlters~
Baitad to historie Writing, bein~ oC Bol no ltalian cbroniclel', DOt even
the piquant, epigrammatic kind, ODe intrusted witb the oBice by tba
much affected by French writelB. govemmeot itself, bas been able
Tha 8ubject, too, of the revolutioDS to exhibit the 'interior workings of
ofempire, does Dot atToro room for . iba complicated .machinery 80 83t­
the dramatic interest, att3ehíng lo isfactorily as M. Daru has done,
wOl'ks· which ,admit oC more ex- with tbe nido! those volnminous
teDded bio~raphical developement. elata papelB, which were as jeal­
AbundlUit mterest will be {oorid, -oosly guarded from inSpe<:tiOD, uiltí1
howevel', in iha .dexterity,wiili the downfaU ofthe repoblic, as th~
'Yhich he haadisentangled tbe lor- records oí tha Spanish InquiSitio'D~



CHAPTER XXIII.

CONQUEST OF NAVARRE.

1512-1513.
. 1:

.~

Sovereigns of Navarra. - Ferdinand demanda a Paesage. - Invasion
and Conquest of Navarra. - Treaty of Orthes. - Fenlinand settles
hiá ConquesUl. - Bis Conduct examinad; - Gl'OSlI Abnse : oí tbe

. Victory.

c:t el' 1"":' rr
WHlLE the Spaniards were thus winning ba~ren CIfAPTÉR

laurels on the fields of Italy, King Ferdinand was Bo::~.
making a most important acquisition oí. "territory al Nmne.

nearer home, The reader has aIready been made
acquainted with the manner in which the bloody
seeptre of Navarre passed from the hands of Elean- 1479.

or, Ferdinand's sister, after a reign of a few brief
dajs, into those of her grandson Pheebus. A fatal
destiny hung over the house of Foix; ' and th~

~atter .prince lived to enjoy . his crown only four,
y~ars, whenhe was succeeded byhis sister C.~th~ 1483 :
arlne. · . . .. .. .' " ' . '" .".

. It was .not to be -supposed, tha~ F~rdinand ' "and
Isabella, so attentive to enlarge their empire lo 'the
full extent oC the geographical limits which nature
seemed to have.. assigned ·it" would lose th é oppor-

I



PART
11.

DI,trl1llt or
Spaln.

"".

:r'
....

"
~, ~

.... :

• ~<~

348 CONQUEST OF NAVARRE.

tunity now presented of, incorporating into it the
hitherto independent kingdom of Navarre, by the
marriage of their own heir with its sovereign. AH
their efforts, however, ,vere frustrated bythe queen
mother Magdaleine, sister of Louis the Eleventh,
who, sacrifieing the interests of the nation to her
prejudices, evaded the proposed match, under vari­
ous pretexts, and in the end effected a union be­
tween her daughter and a French noble, Jean
d'Albret, heir to considerable estates in the neigh­
bourhood of Navarre.· This was a most fatal error.
The independence of Navarre had hitherto been
maintained less through its ownstrength, than' the
weakness of its neighbours. But, now thattbe
petty states around her had been absorbed into' two
great and pOlverful monarcliies; it

'

wa'Sl n'Ot toJíJé1erall
expected, that so feeBle a barrier '\VouId b~ longer
respected, 'or tha:t it ,vouId not be swept away in

TI [the firs1' collision of those formidable' forces.· But,
a1though the independence of the kingdom must be
Iost,the princes of Navarre might yet maintain
their stationby a union with thereigning family oC
France or Spain. By thé present' connexion With
a mere private individual they lostboth the ODe
and 'the other.1

"- StilI the 'most friendly relarions subsisted' be.;.
tween the Catholic king' and bis' nieee duringtbe
lifetime oí IsabeIla. Tbe sovereigns assisted' ber
in taking possession oí her turhulent dominions, as
well as in allaying tbe deadly feuds oC the Beau:'

1 See Pan I~ Chaptera 10,12. ..'" : ;,:: ,~¡ ~
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I.. 3 Aleson, Almales de Navarra,

tom.v. lib. 35, cap. 13. - Zurita,
Anales, tomo vi. lib. 9~ cap. 54. ­
Sismondi, HisL des Fran98ia, tomo
xv.p.500. '

" Aleson, A.m1a1es de Navana,
ubi 8upra.

"!l Hi8~ire da Royaume de Na­
nrre, pp., 567t 570. - A1eson, An­
nales de Navarra, tomo v. lib. 34-,
cap. 1, Col. - Diccionario Geográ­
Jico-Histórico de Espai'ia, Por, la
Real Academia de, la Hi8toria,
(Madrid, 1802,) tomo ü; p. 117.

monts and Agramonts, with whi~h they were rerit CfiAPTER
. . , XXl1L

asunder. They sllpportedher with their arms in ---
resisting ,her uncIe Jean, viscount of Narbonne,
who claimed the crown on the, groundless pretext
of its ,being limited to mate heirs.! The allianee
with Spainwas drawn still doser by the avowed
purpose of Louis the Twelfth to support his neph-
ew, Gaston de Foix, in the claims of his deceased
·{atber.' The death of the young bero, however, at
Ravenna, whol1y changed the relations and feelings
of the two countries. Navarre had Dothing imme":'
diate]y to, fear from France. She feh distrust of
Spain on more tban one account, especia]]y for the
protection afi"orded the BeaumoDtese exiles, at the
heail oí whom ,vas the young count of Lerin, Fer-
dinand's neRbew.4 .l., mental e ~'hamb a lJe e

France, too,standing¡ alone, ana at hay': against ~ff~~~=
the rest of. Europe, fOUDd tbealliance of the little

UNIR state of Navarre oC importance to her, especially at
tbe. present juncture, wben the projeet of aD expe­
dition against Guienne, by the corobined armjes
oC Spain and.E~gland, naturaUy marle Louis th~

Twelfth desirous to seeure the good-will oí a
prinee, who might be said to ,vear the' keys of th~

Pyrenees, as the king of Sardinia did those of tha
Alps, at his girdle. With 'these amicable. disposi­
tion~, the king aIid queen· ofNavarre despatched
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1512.

.' PART,
JI.

tbeir plenipotentiaries toBlois, early, inl l\'Iay,soon
after. tbe batde, of Ravenna, with fuIl powers '.. to
con~lude a treaty of alliance and confederation
witb the French government.5 ,

: In the mean time, June 8th,an English squadron
arrived at Passage, in Guipuscoa, having ten tbou-
sand men,on board under Tbomas Grey, marquis
of Dorset,6 in orderto cooperate \vith King Ferdi­
nand's army in tbe descenton Guienne. This lat­
t,er force, 'consisting of two tbousand fivehundred
horse, light, and heavy, 'six ,thousand foot,' and
twenty pieces oí artillery, \Vas placedunder Don,
Fadrique de Toledo, the old duke of Alva, grand':'
fatber of tbe general, who lvrote his name in indeli-
ble cbaracters oí blood in. the Netherlands, under
Philip th.e ,Second. 7 eBefore ma~ng; any: 3Dove- erall
ment, howev.er, Eerdinand,. who ~new; the, equivo..
cal' dispositions oí tbe Navarrese sovereigns, deter-

TI 1mined to secure himself from tbe 'annoyance wbicb
their strong position' enabled tbero to give him 00
whatever route be, adopted. He accordingly s'ent
to request a free passage' throughtheir, dominions,
witb the demand, moreover, that ,tbey should' in-

Ferdlnand
deml\ndll a
pnssage.

n
.;.

. ,'

"
.<1'..

"...

, 5 Dumont, Corps Diplomatique,
tomo iv. part.1, p. 147. - See al~o

the king's Jetter to De?a, dated at
Burgos, JU!J 20th, 1512, apnd
Bernaldez, Reyes Católicos, MS.,
cap. 235.

6 Aleson, Annales de Navar­
ra, tomo v ~ p. 245. - Herbert,
Lifa and Raigne oC Henry ~.,
(London. 1649,)' p. '20. - Bolin­
ahed, Chronicles, p.568, (London,
1810.) - Mari~a, Hist. de Es.:.
paiia. toín~ ix~ p. 315. '

His Valencian editors corred bis

ten, by substituting .marqms: of
Dorchester ! " ,

7 Tbe young poot, GarcilassO do
la Vega. gives a brilliant sketch oC
tbis stem old nobleman, in' bis
youDger days, soch as our imagi~

nation would scareely have forméd
oC him at 80y periodo '
" Otro Marte 'n guerra, en corte Febo.
. MOlItruase mancebo en las aeüales
, del rostro, qu' eran tales, qu'ea~ '

1cIerta coD11an~ claro davan, "',,
a COaDto! le miraTBD i qu' el eeria, ,
en qD1en .' lDformarla un Be!' dlvlllo.",

, O~ ed. de Benera, ~ms.:, :~
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ü. lib. 29, cap~ 25. - Sandoval,
Hiat. del Emp. Carlos V., tomo i.
p.25. . .

9 Zurita, Anales, tomo vi. lib. 10,
cap. 7, 8. -Peter Martyr,Opus
Epist., epist. 487. -Gariliay, COm­
pendio, tomo ili~ lib. 29, cap. 25.

>8 Lebrija, De Bello Navariensi.
lib., .1, cap 3. - Zurita, Anales,
tomo vi. lib. 10, e;tp. 4, 5. - Ale­
8OD, Annalesde Navarra, tomo v.
lib. 35, cap. 15.-Petel l\Iartyr,
Opus Epis~.,epist. 488. -Bemal­
dez, Reyes.Católicos, l\lS.! ubi 8U­
pra. -Garibay, Compendio,tom.,

trust: six •of. their principal fortresses· to such Na':' CnAPTER
. XXIII.

v~rrese as he should name, as. a guaranty for. their ---
neutrality during the. expedition•. He accompanied
this modest proposal with the alternative, that ·the
sovereigns should become parties to the· Holy
League, engaging in that case to restore certain
places in his possession, which they c1aimed, and
pledging the ,vhole strength of the confederacy
to· protect them against any hostile attempts of
France. 8

The situationof these unfortunate princes \Vas
in the highest degree embarrassing. The neutral­
ity the.y hadso long and sedulously maintained was
now to be abandoned; and their choice,whichever
partI they espoused, must compromise their pos-
sessions .o~ .one or th~ ~ther sid~ oftlhe Plren~e~·nba lJe e a if
in exchange for aD all~, "':qose friends~ip. had
provea byrep-eated. ~xperience quite as disastrous

UNIR as his enmit-y. J\In this dilemma they sent ambassa...
dors into: Castile, to obtain sorne modification of
the. terms, oro at least to protract negotiations till
some definitive arrangement should be made with
Louis the Twelfth.9

On . the· 17th of July, tbeir plenipotentiaries ~edY~:eaJ.

signed a treaty withthat .monarch .at Blois;by Frailee.

which France and Navarre mutually agreed to de-
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ali

feH into tbe hands oCa priest oí
Pampelona, who was indaced by
the hopes oC a reward lO bebaJ
them lO Ferdinand. The BtOry JS
told by l\Iartyr, in a leLter dated
10ly 18th, 1512. (Opos Epist.!
epist.490.) Ita troth is attested
by the conformity oí the proposee!
terms with tltose oí the actual
treaty.

10 Dumont, Corps Diplomatiqne,
tomo iv. part.l,no. 69.-Cartadel
Rey a D. Diego De73, aJlud Ber­
nalde-z, Reyes Católicos, l\IS.,cap.
235.

11 A confidential secret3ry of
King lean oC Navarra was mu%'­
dered in his sleep by bis mistress.
His papers, contnining the heads
ofthe proposcd treaLy with France,

PART fend each other, in case of attack, against al1en"
JI. emies whatever. By another provision, obviously

directed agaillst Spain, it was stipulated, that ttei­
ther nation shouId allow a passage to the enemies
of the other through its dominions. And; by a
third, Navarre pledged herself,to declare war on
the English nowassembled in Guipuscoa, and all
those coóperating with them. 10

Through a si'ngular aecident, Ferdinand was made
acquainted with th~ principal articles of tbis. treaty
before its signature. u His army had remained in­
active in its quarters aronDd Victoria, ever sinee the
landing of the English. He now saw tbe hopeless­
ness of further negotiation, and, determining to· an­
ticipate the stroke prepared for him, eommanded
his 'gener,al, to invade without delaY;,l and coceupy¡
Navarre: O SE ' . D .

InYlldedby Thé duke of AIva erossed theborders on the 21st
nAlTa. nnl

n of JuIy, proclaiming that nó harm should be olfered
to those who voluntarily submitted. On the 23d,
he arrived before PampeIona. King Joho,wbo aH
the while he had been thus dallying with the lion,
had made no· provisi~o for defence, had' aIready
abandoned his capital, Ieaving it tomake the best
terros it· couId for itself. . 00 the foIlowilíg day,-!he

; :1, ..
..

¡.
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b a Gen

city, having first obtained assurance of respeét for
aH its franchises and immunities, surreDdered; "a _
circumstance," devoutIy exclai'ms King Ferdinand,
" in which ,ye truly discern the haDd oí our blessed
Lord,. whose miraculous interposition has. been visi-
ble through aH this enterprise, undertaken for the
weal of the church, and the extirpation oí the
accursed schism." 12 -

The royal exile, in the mean while, had retreated
to Lumbier, where he solicited the assistance of
tbe duke oí Longueville, then encamped o~ the
Dorthern frontier for the defence oí Bayonne. The
Frenchcommander, however, stood too much in a\ve
o~ the English, still lying in Guipuscoa, toweaken
himself aya detachment into Navarre; and tbe un...
fortunate monarch, un~uppofoted, ,éitlíer oy his own
subjects or his new a1ly, was compellea to cross
the mountains, and take refuge with bis family in
France. 1S ,

~ Carta del Rey' a D. Diego
Dez:,., Burgos, July 26th, apud Ber­
naJdez, Reyes Cat6licos, 1\18., cap.
236. - Histoire du Royaume d~
Navane, pp. 62()-627.-Abarca,
Reyes de A.ra.gon, tomo ii. rey 30,
cap. 21. - Peter Martyt; Opus
Epist., epJst. 495. ~ Aleson, An­
nales de Navarra, lomo v. lib. 35,
cap.15.

. Bemaldei has incorporated iota
~lS cbrooiele S8veralletters ofKing
.rerdin~d,written duriog tbe pro­
gress of the war.·· It is singular,
tbat, coming from so high a 5Our~,
tbey sbould not ha-re beeo. more
freely resorted lo by tbe Spanish
Writers. Tbey are addresse(l to bis
C?ofessc;>r"Det.n,.archbisbop oC Se­
lille, WIth wholIl Berilaldez, corate

VOL. 111. 45

oC a parish in bis dioeese, was, as
appears from other parts of bis
work, 00 tenns of intimacy.

13 AIC30o. Aooales de Nanrre,
tomo v.lib. 35, cap. 15. ~Histoire
du Royaume de Navarre, {>. 622.--:,
Lebrija, De Bello Navanensi, lib.
1, cap. 4.-" Jeand'AJbret you
were boro," said Catbarine lO ber
unfortunate hosb:UJd, as they were
llying from tbeir ~~d0!D' "and
Jean d'Albret yon W1ll die. Had
1 beeo king, and you aocen, we
had been reignin~ in Navarra at
this moment." (Garibay, Com¡>en­
dio, tom. ili.lib. 29, cap. 26.) Fa­
tber Abarca treats tbe story as an
old wife's tale, and Garibay as 3D
old \Vomail ror reJ?C<lting it. Reyes
de Aiágon, tomo 11. rey 30, cap. 21.

ff:
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14 l'1[anifiesto del Rev D. Fer- Lebrija, De BeDo Navariensi, b"b.
nando, Ju1r 30th, apud Bem31dez~ 1, caP.: 5: - Garibay, Compendio,
~eyes Católicos, MS., cap. 236. - tomo m. lib.' 29, cap. 26.

.._0 ~

, .
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"

"
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. FART 'Tlle' duke oí Alva lost no time in pressing bis
__11_,_ advantage; opening the ,vay by a proclamation of
And con- h Id
quered. the Catholic king, that it was'intended only to O

possession of the country as securitJ for the pacific
disposition oí its sovereigns, until the end of his
present expedition against Guienne. Flom whatev-
er cause, the Spanish general expeiienced so liule
resistance, that in less than a fortilight' he overran
and subdued nearly the ",hale of U pper Navarre.
So short a time sufficed for the subversion' of a
monarchy, 'which, in defiance of storm and strata-
gem, had maintained its independence u~impaired,

,vith a fe'v brief exceptions, rOl' seven centuries. 14

Gn reviewing these extraordinary events, ,,;'e are
led to distrust the capacityand cc;>urage of a prince,
:who couH:l 'so reatlily aoañdon his kingdom[lwitnoutleralif

.so much as firing a sllot in its tlefence. Jobn had
shown, however~ on 'more tban' one occasion, tbat

;JUnTR Dt 1\ URl He ,vas destitute oí neither. He was not; it must
be confessed, of the temper best suited to the fierce
and stirring times on which he was cast. He was
oí an amiable disposition, social and fond oí pIeas­
ure, and so· liule jealous of bis royal' dignity, that
he mixed freely in the dances and other entertain­
ments of the humblest of bis subjects. Bis greatest
defect ,vas the facility ,vitb wbich be reposed tbe
cares of state on favorites, not always the most de­
serving. His greatest ment was bis love of let-
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ters. 15 Unfortunately, neither his merits nor defects CDAPTER
XXIJI.

were of a kind best adapted to extricate him from ---
his present perilous situation, or enable him to cope
with his wily· and resolute adversary~ For this,
however, more commanding talents might well have
failed. The' period had arrived, when, in the. reg-
ular progress of events, Navarre must yieldup ber
independence to the t\Vo great nations 00 her bor-
ders; who, attracted by the strength of her natural
position, and her political \veakness, would be sure;
now that their o\vn domestic discords were healed,
to claim each the moiety, ,vbich seemed naturally
to faH within its own territorial limits. Particular
events might accelerate or retard tbis result, but it
was not in tbe power of human genius to avert its
linalconsummation.'· Ú lU ,e a e d ha ra 'f ue e allf .

King Ferdinalld, wñoS(1escrie(1 tlíe storm now ~rt:n~;.
~thering on the side of France, resolved to meet Ush.

it promptly, and commanded bis general to cross
the mountains, and occupY the .districts of Lower
Navarre. In this he expected the coóperation

.of the English. But he was disappointed. The
marquis of Dorset alleged, that the time consumed
in the reduction of Navarre made it too late. for
theexpedition against Guienne, which was now
placed in a posture of. defence. He loudly com­
plained that his master had been duped by the

. Catholic king, who had used his ally to make con­
quests 801ely ror himself; and, in spite of every

.remonstiance, he reembarked his whole force, with-

15 Aleson, A.IIDaIes de Navarra, da Royanme de Navarre, pp. 603,
tom.· v. lib. 35. cap. 9. - Histoire 604.
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out ,vaiting for orders ; " a proceeding," says Ferdi­
nand in one of his letters, which " touches me most
deeply, from the stain it leaves on the honor of the
most serene king my son-in-Ia"w, and tbe glory of
the English nation, so distinguished in times past
for high and chivalrous emprize." 16

The duke of Alva, thus unsupported, was no
match for the French under Longueville, strength­
ened, moreover, by the veteran corps returned from
Italy, ,,'ith the brave La Palice. Indeed, he nar­
rOlvly escaped being hemmcd in between the two
armies, and only succeeded in anticipating by a few
hours tbe movements of La Palice, so as to make
good his retreat through the pass of· Roncesvalles,
ana throlv himself into Pampelona. 17 Hither he
was speeaily followed by tbe French general, ac·
companied By Jea\¡ a'~Hret.e0n ilie 27th of No-
vember, tbe besiegers made a desperate,' tbough

1\ ineffectual as.sault on tbe city, which was repeated
with equal in fortune on tbe t'vo following days.
The beleaguering forces, in the mean time, were
straitened for provisions; and at length, after a
siege of sorne weeks, on learning the arrival of fresh
reinforcements under the duke of Najara,18 they
broke up their encampment, and ,vithdrew: a~ross

16 Sea the kiog's tbird lctter to
Dezn, Logroiio, No\'ember 12th,
apud Bernaldez; Reyes Católicos,
1\18., cap. 236. - Mariana, Hist. de
Espaiia, tomo ii. lib. 30, cap. 12.­
Lebrija,De Bello N3\"ariensi. lib.
1, cap. 7. - Peter l\lartyr, Opus
Epist., epist. 499. - HeIbert. Life
of Henry VIII., p. 24. - Rolin·
abed, Chronicles, p. 571.

17 Garcilasso de la Vega alludes

lO tbese military explolts oC tbe
duke, in bis second eclogue.

u Con mas i1nstre nombre los ameses
de 1(» fieros Franceses aboUa'rD."

Obras, ed. de llerrera, p. 60.5-

18 Sucb was the power oC tbe old
duke of Najara, tl1at be brougbt
ioto tbe field 00 this OccasioD 1100
horse and 3000 foot, raised and
equipped 00 bis own estates. Petar
l\lartyr, Opus Epist., epist. 507. :
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sleep side by side in ibe catliedral
church oC Lesear, in tbeir own do­
minioDs of Bearne; and lheir fate
is justly noticed by the Spanish
historians as one of the most strik­
ing examples of that stero decree,
by which tbe sins of tbe fathers are
visited on the children to lhe third
and fourth generation.

2) Flassan, Diplomatie Fran­
~aise, tomo i. p. 295. - Rymer,
Fredera, tomo xili. P\l. 350 - 352.
- Guicciardiui, Istona, tomo vi.
lib. 11, p. 82, lib. 12, p. 168.­
:l\1ariana, Hist. de Espaüa, 10m. ü.
lib. 30, cap. 22. - el Fu cosa ridi­
cola," saya Guicciardini in relaúon
to this truce, "che nei medesimi
giorni, che la. si bandiva soleone:'
mente per tulla la Spagoa, ,"enne
un amIdo a significargli in nome
del Re d' Inghilterrn gli apparati
potentissimi, che ei faceva per assal­
tare la Francia, e a sollecitarc
che cgli medesimamcnte movesse,
secando che a\"'eva promesso, la
guerra dalla parte di Spagna."
Istoria, tomo vi. lib. 12, p. 84.

the mountains; and with them faded the last ·ray of CJfAPTER

~ope for the restoration of .the unfortunate monarch XXIII.

of Navárre. 19

On the 1st of April, in the fol1owing year, 1513, Trenty of
OrthC..

Ferdinand effected a truce with Louis the Twelfth, 1 5 1 3 •

embracing their respective territories west of the
Alps. It continued ayear, and at its expiration
was renewed for a similar time.!O This arrange-
ment, by which Louis sacrificed the interests of
his ally the king of Navarre, gave Ferdioand ample
time for settling and fortifying his new conquests;
while it left the war open in a quarter, where, he
well knew, others were more interested than hi~-

self to prosecute it ,vith vigor. The treaty must be
alIolved to be more defensible 00 tbe score of policy,

P. L. Monumental de la Alhambra yGenerdlif
19 Mémoires de Bayard, chapo

55, 56. - Fleurange, Mémoires,
chap.. 33.-I:.ebrija, De BeUo Nava­
riensi, liD. 1, cap. 8, 9. - Abarca,
Reyes de Arngon, tomo ii. rey 30,
eap. 21. -Carbajal, Anales, 1\IS.,
aiio 1512.

Jean and Catharine d'Albret
~d tbe remainder of their days
In their territories on the French
side of the Pyrenees. They made
one more fainl and fruitless attempt
lo recover their dominions, during
tbe regency oC Cardinal Ximcnes.
(Carbajal, Anales, l\IS., cap. 12.)
Broken in spirits, their health grad­
ually declined, and neither of tbem
long survh'ed tha 1088 of their
ClOwn. Jean died Jone 23d. 1517,
and Catbarine followed on the 12th
oC Febroary of tbe next year;­
happy, at least, tbat, as m~fortune
had no power lo· divide tbem in
lire, so they were not long separ­
ated by death. (Histoire du Roy­
aUIne de Navarra, p. 643. - Ale­
sOn, Annales de Navarra, tomo v.
lib. 35, cap. 20, 21.) Their bodies

{
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than of good faith. 21 The allies 10udly inveighed
against the treachery of their confederate, ,vho had.
SO unscrupulously sacrificed the cornmon interest,
by relieving France from the powerful diversion he
was engaged to rnake on her ,vestern borders.It
is no justification of wrong, thatsimilar \vrongs
have .been comrnitted by others; but those who
commit them (and there was not one of the allies,
\vho could escape the imputation, amid the polítical
profligacy of the times,) certainly forfeit the privi­
lege to complain. iJ

:'JUnTR Dr

.'
:.-"!
't.

~l Franceseo Vettori, tha Floren- by a descent on other quarlers.
tine' ambassador at the papa! court, (See also Dumont, Corps Diplo-
:mites to Machiavelli, that he lay matique, tomo iv. parto 1, no. ¡9.)
a\Vake t\Vo hours that night specu- This was in direct contrndiction of
lating on the real motives of the tbe tIealy signed only five days be­
Catholic king in making:this truce,tcfore at Ortbes, and, if[made witb e alif
which, regardea 'simply as a mat- the privity. of King Ferdinand,
ter oC poliey, líe condemns in tato. must be allowed to be a gratuitous
He accompanies this witb various display ofperfidy, not easily match-

nnn predietions respecting the canse- ed in that age. As l:lUch. of course,
n ~uences likely to result from it. it is stigmatizcd by tbe French his­

These consequences never occor- torians, that is, the later ones, for
red, however; amI tbe failure of 1 find no comment on it in conlem-
bis predictions may be reccived as pornry writers. (See Rapin, His­
tbe best. refutation of his argu- tory of En~land, translated by Tin­
ments. Machiavelli, Opere, Len. dal, (Lonaon, li85 - 9.) "01. n.
Famigl. Allrile 21, 1513. pp. 93, 94. Sismondi, Hist. des

2J Guicc13rdini, Istoria, tomo Ti. Fran~ais, tomo ~V. p.626.} Fer­
lib. 11, pp. 81, .82. -l\lachial'elli, dinand, when appliea to by Henry
Opere, ubi supra. - Peter Martyr, VIl!. to ratify the acts of his min­
Opus Epist., epist. 538. ister, in the fol1owing snmmer, re-

On the 5th of April a treaty was fused, 00 the gronDd tbat the lat­
concluded at Mechlin, in the names ter had transcended his powers.
ofFerdinand, the kiog ofEngland, (Herbert, Life of Henry VIII.,
tbe e1'!!Peror, and the p'ope. (Ry- p. 29.) . The Spanish writers are
mer, Fredera, tomo .xiIi. pp.35-1- silent. His asser1iOD derives somo
358.} Tba Castilian eovoy, Don probahility from the tenor of one oí
Luis Carrez, was not present at tbe artic1es, which provides, that,
Mecblin, bUl it was ratified and in case he refuses to confirm the
solemn)y 8worn to by him. 00 be- treaty, it shall still be bindin! be­
huIr of his 8OTereigo, in London, tweeo Englaod and the emperor;
April 18th. (lbid., tomo xiii. p. laoguage which, as it anticipates,
.363.) By tbis treaty, Spain agreed may seem to authorizc,such a con­
to attack Franca in Guienne, while tingencJ.
the other powers were to coOperate Public treaties have, for obvious
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Ferdinand availed himself of the interval of re- ClIAPTER

d 1 h· XXlIl.

pose, now secure , fo seU e 1S ne,v conqucsts.

H
F~rdlnnn¡J

ehad transferred. his residence firs~ to Burgos, aeUlllll hit
conqucata.

and afterwards to Logroño, that he might. be oear

the theatre of operatiolls. He was indefatigabl~ in

raising reinforcements and supplies, and expressed

his intentigo at one time, notwithstanding the de­

clining state of -bis health, to take the command. in

persono He showed his usual sagacity in various

regulations for improving the police, healing the

domestic feuds, - as fatal to Navarre as, tbc arros

of its enemies, - and confirming aod extending its

municipal privileges and immunities, so as to coo­

ciliate tlie affections of his 'new subjects. .!3

Qn tbe 23d of March, 1513, the estates of Na- g~::r;.w1lh

varre took the usuál oatlis of allegiance (.to King ra Ge e alif
Ferdinand.!· OnCtne 15tñ ¿ti June, 1515, the 1515.

Catholic monarch by a solemn act ,io cortes" held

at Burgos, iocorporated his Dew conquests into the

kingdom of Castile. ss l'he eveot excited sorne

surprise, considcring bis more intimate relations

lVitb Aragoo. But it was to the arros oí Castile,

reasons, been genera11y received
as the surest basis for history.
Ooe might well doubt this, who
attempts lO reeoncile the multifa·
lious discrepances and colltradic­
lions in thoS6 of the periad uDder
review. Tbe science ofdiplomacy,
as'then pracúsed, was a mere game
oC finesse and falsehood, in which
tbe more solemn tha protestations
oC lhe parties, the more ground rOl

distrustíng their sincerity.
23 Carta del Rey a Don Diego

Deza, Nov. 12th, 1512, apud Ber­
naldez, Reyes Cat6lioos, M8.• cap.
236. - Aleson, Annales de Navar·

13, tomo v. lib. 35, cap. 16. -'Zn­
riel, Anales, tomo vi. lib. 10, cap.
13, 36, 43. - Carbajal, Anales,
1\18., aúo 1512.

.~ lIist. du Royanme de Navarre,
pp. ~29, 630. - Aleso.D, Annales
(le Navarra, tomo V. lib. 35, cap.
16. - Garibay, Compendio, tomo
ill. lib. 30, cap. 1. .'

m Zurita, Anales, tomo vi. lib.
10, cap. 92. - Carbajal, .Anales,
1\IS., aÍJo 1515.-Garibay, Com·
pendio, tomo m. lib. 30, cap. 1.­
Aleson, AnDales de Navarra, tomo
v. lib. 35,cap. 7.-Sandoval,Hist.
del Emp. Carlos V., lomo i. p. 26.

:1
1
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m The bonest canon Salazaf de seem strange, tbat a Christian
Mendoza, (taking the hint from sbould look for autbority in the
Lebrija, inileed,) linds abundant practices oC lhe mee he so much
warrant for Ferdinand's treatment abominates, instead oC the inspirad
oí Navarre in lbe hard measure preeepts of the Founder of bis reli­
dealt by lhe Israelites of old lo lhe gion! Dut in tTUlb your thorough­
people oC Ephron, nnd lo Sihon, bred casuist is apt lo be very little
kingoftheAmorites. (1'tIonarqu[a, ofa Christian. o

tomo i. lib. 3, cap. 6.) lt might

thathe ,vas chicfly indebted for the conquest; and
--- it was 00 her superior wealth and resourees, that he

o relied for maintaining h. vVith this was combined
the politic consideratioo, that the Navarrese, oatural­
Iy turbulent and factious, would be held °more easi­
ly in subordination when assoeiated with Castile,
than ·\Vith Aragon, ,vhere the spirit of independence
'\Vas higher, and often manifested itself in sueh bold .
assertion of popular rights, as falls most unwelcome
on a royal ear. To aH this must be added o the
despair of issue by his presentmarriage, ,vhich had
mueh abated his personal interest in enlarging the
extent of his patrimonial domains.

Foreign \vriters charaeterize the conquest of Na-
varre as a bold, unblushing usurpation, rende~d .
more odioúS, By tlie pl'asK Ior religious h'ypbctis;nerall~
The national ~riters, on die other hana, have em-
p,loyed their peos industriously to vindicate it;

DJ\some en.deavouring to rake a good claim. for Castile
out of its ancient union with Navarre, almost as
aneient, indced, as the l\foorish eonquest. Others
resort to considcrations of expedieney, relyíng on
the mutual benefits of the eonneXion to both king­
doms; arguments, which prove Hule else than the
weakness of the cause. ~G AH lay °more or Iess
stress on the eelebrated buIl of Julius the Seeond,

o,

"

f~J 'NT
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of February 18th, 1512, by which he excommuni- CIlAPTER

cated the sovereigns of Navarre, as hereties, schis- XXIII.

matics, and enemies of the ehureh, releasing their

subjeets from their alIegianee, Iaying their domin-

ions under an interrliet, and delivering them over to

any who should take, or had already taken, pos-

session of them. 27 lVlost, indeed, are eontent to

rest on this, as the true basis and original ground

of the eonquest. The total silenee of the Catholic

king respeeting this doeument, before the invasion,

and the omission of the national historians since to

produce it, has caused much skepticism as to its

existence. And, although its recent publieation

puts this beyond doubt, the instrument contains, in

my juagment, strong internal evidence for distrust-

ing the accuracy of. the (late ~ffixeél to it, ,vhich bra yGe le al!
should have beeo posterior. to tñe invasion; a cir-

cumstance materíaUyaffecting the argument; and

,vhicli ma:Kes the papal sentence, not the original

basis of the war, but onIy a sanetioo subsequently

obtained to cover its injustice, aod authorlze retaio­

ing the fruits of it. 28

71 Sea the original bnll of Julios did Valencian edition of Mariana,

n. ap'ud Mariana, Hist. de F.!3paña, contaios in ihe Appendix tbe m­
tomo IX. Apead. no. 2, ed. Valen- mons bull ofJolías lI. ofFeb. 18th,

. cia, 1796. - "Joannem et Cathari- 1512, the original of which is to be

nam," saya the bull, in the usual ronnd in the royal archives of Bar­

concílialory style of the Vatican, celona. The editor, Don Francis­

ca perditionis filias, - excommnni- co Ortiz y Sanz, has accompanied

tatos, anathemizatas, maledictos, it with an elaborate disquisitlon, in
!eterní supplicii reos," &c. &0. which he makes the apostolic sen­

ce Oar amues Bwore terribJy in teDca the peat authority ror tbe

Flanders, cried my uncle Toby, - conquest. 1t W3S a great triumpb,

bnt nolhing lo this. For my own undoubtedly, to be able lo produce

part 1 could not have a heart 10 the document, to which tbe Span­

curse my dog so." . . ish hLctlori:ms had becn so long

2d The ninthvolome of the splen- challenged in vain by famigo wrí-

VOL. 111. 46
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being directed against all nations
whatever, engaged io alliance witlí
Franee against the church. Tbe
sovereigos ofNavarre are not even
mentioned, nor the nation itself,
any further than to waro it of the
imminent danger io· which it stood
of falling into the schism. Now it
is obvious, tbat this second bull, so
general in its import, would ha"e
been entirely superf1uous in refer­
enee to Na.varre, after the publi­
eation of tbe first; while, on the
other hand, nothing could be more
natural tban that these general
menaces . aod warnings, having
proved inetrectual, should be. fol­
lowed by the particular sentenee
of excommunication contained in
the bu)) ofFebruary. - 3d. In fact,
the bull ofFebruary makes repeat­
ed allusioo to a former one, in snch
a manner as to leave DO doubt that
tbe bull ol' J uly 21st is intended;
since not ooly the sentimcnts, but
the ver)' form oC expression are per­
fectly coincident io both for whole
seotences together. - 4th. Ferdi­
Dand makes no mention oC the pa­
pal excommunica.tion, eitber in his
primte correspondence, ",here he

But, whatever authority such a sanction may have,
had in the sixteenth century, it will find little re­
spect in the present, at Ieast beyond the.limits of
the Pyrenees. The only way, in. which the ques­
tion can be fairly tried, must be by those m,axims
of public Iaw universally recognised as settling tbe
intercourse of civilized nations; a science, indeed,
imperfectly developed at that time, but in its gene­
ral principIes tbe same as now, founded,. as these
are, on the immutable basis of morality and jnsticc.

We must go back a step beyond tbe ,var, to tbe
proximate cause of it. This was Ferdinand's de­
mand oí a free passage ror his troops through Na­
varre. The demand ,vas perfectly fair, and in

ters, and the existence of which
might well lié doutited, since no
record of it appears on the paJ)a1
register. (Abarca, Reyes de :Ara­
gon, tomo ü. rey 30, cap. 21.)

TI J\Paris de Grassis, matire des cErÚTlO-
nies of tbe chapel of J ulius n. and
Leo X., mues no mentioo oC
bull or excommunication, although
'Very e180t and particular in report­
ing súch facta. (Bréquigny, M:m­
uscrits de la Bibliotheque do Roy,
tomo ii. p. 5iO.) Tbere lS no reason
that 1 know for doubting the genu­
ineness of the present instrumento
There are conclusive re:lBons to
my mind, bowever, for rejecting
its date, and assigning it to some
time posterior to the conquest.

1st. '1'he bull denounces John
and Catharine as having. o~!1JY
joined themselves to Lou!s XII.,
and borne arms with him aguiost
England. Spain, and the church;
a charge for which there was no
pretence till five months later.­
2d. \Vith tbis bull the editor has
given anothcr, dated Rome, July
21st, 1512, notieed by Peter Mar­
9'r. (Opus Epist.. epist. 497.)
Tbis latter is general in its import,

PART
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ordinarycases would doubtless have been grantcd
by a neutral nation. But that nation must, after
aH, be the only judge of its propri~ty, and Navarre
may find a justification for her refusal on these
grounds. First, that, in her weak and defence­
less státe, it was attended ,vith danger to herself.
SecondIy, tbat, as by a previous and existing treaty
with Spain,the validity of which was recognised .
in her new one of JuIy 17th ,vi~h France, she had
agreed to refuse the right of passage to the latter
nation; sbe consequently could not grant it to Spain
without a violation' oí her neutrality.29 .ThirdIy,
tbat the demand oí a passage, however just in it­
self, was coupled with anotber,. the surrender oí
die fortresses, whioh must compromise the inde­
pendence oí the kingdom. so e I

discosses tba ~unds of tba.war, der Whi~b J?lay himself. ana a~
or io his manlfesto to tbe Navar- the Same time secure what might
res8, wbere it would hava served be deemed a sufficient warrant for
bis purpose quite as effecloally as relaining his acquisitions. .
bis arms. 1 83Y notbing of the Readers in general may tbink
negative evidence alforded by tbe more time has been spent on tbe
sileDce of contemporary writers, as discussion than it is wortb. But
Lebrlja, Carbajal, Bernaldez, and the import3nt light, in whicb it is
Martyr, who, wbile tbey alIude viewed by tbose wbo enlertain
to a sentence oí excommunication more deference for a papal decree,
pa.ssed in Ibe consistory. or to the is sufficiently altested by tba length
publication oí tbe bull of July, and number oí disquisitions 00 it,
give no intimalioo oí the existence down to tbe presant century.
oc. tbat oí February; a silencc 2J Dumont, Corps Diplomatiqoe,
altogelher ioexflicable. The in- tome iv. parle 1, no. 69. .
ference from al this is, that tbe 3) According to Galiodez de Car·
date of tbe huII oí February 18th, bajal, ooly three fortresses were
1512, is erroneoos; that it should onginally deDl3Jlded by Ferdinand.
be placed at some perlod posterior (Anales, MS., aJJo 1512.) He
lo Ibe conqoest, and consequent1y may bavc confounded tbe nom·
coald oot bave served as lbe l;fOund her Wilh that said to have beeo
oC it ; bat was probably obtalOed at fina1ly conceded by tbe king of Na­
the instance oí Ibe Catholic king, in nrre ; a concession, bowever, which
order, by the odium wbich it tbrew amonnted to little, since it excluded
on the sovereigns oí Navarra, as by Dame two oí tba mast impor­
excommODÍcate, lo remove tbat un- tant placea reqnired; and tbe sin-

363

CIIAPTER
XXlII.



..

364 CONQUEST OF NAVARRE.

It outborizcs
,varo

Gro!lS "buso
oC vlctory.

cerity oC which may "ell be doubt- "iln Franca had been adjosted.
ed, ir, as it \Vould seem, it W3S Dot Ses Zurita, Anales, lib. 10, cap. 7.
rnade till after the negotiations

PART
II.

But .although, for these reasons, the sovereigns
--- of Navarre were warranted in refusing Ferdinand's
ImprlllJenco
oC Nnvnrre. request, they \Vere not therefore authorized to de~

clare war against him, \vhich they virtualIy did by
entering into a defensive alliance \vith his enemy
Louis the Twelfth, and by pledging themselves to
make \var on the English and their confederates;
an artiele pointedly directed at the Catholic king.

True, indeed, the treaty of BIois had not re~

ceived tbe ratification of the Navarrese sovereigns;
but itwas executedby their plenipotentiaries duly
authorized; and, considering the intimate inter­
course between the two nations, was undoubtedly
made \vith their full knowledge and concurrence.
T:Jnder these circumstances, it was scarcely to be

! expected, th~tl IGng ~erdiDand, :wlien aq accident er
a had put him in Paossession o~ the result of these

negotiations, shouId wait foro a formal declaration
nUJ\ ofl Iíostilities, and thus deprive himself of the ad..

vantage of anticipating the blolV of his enemy.
The right of making 'var \VouId seem to inelude

that of disposing of its fruits; subject, ho\vever, to
those principIes of natural equity, which should
regulate every action, whether of a public or pri­
vate nature. No principIe can be clearer, for ex­
ample, than tbat the penalty should be proportioned
to the ofrence. Now tbat inflicted 00 tbe sove·
reigns of Navarre, which \veot so far as to dispos­
sess them of their crown, aod annihilate the politi-

n

.', ~



CONQUEST OF NAVARRE. 365

cal existenee oí their kingdom, was such as notbing CJIAPTER
XXIII.

but extraordinary aggressions on tbe part of the ---
conquered nation, or the self-preservation of the
victors, could justify., As neither of these contin-
geneies existed in the present case, Ferdinand's
conduct must be regarded as a flagrant example of
the abuse oí the rights of eonquest.,. We have
beeIi but too familiar, indeed, with similar aets oí
politieal injustiee, and 00 a mueh larger seale, in
the present civilized age. But, although the Dum-
ber and splendor of tbe precedents may bIuot our
sensibility to. the atrocity of the act, tbey can
never constitute a legitimate warrant ror its per...
petration.

WliiIe thlls freeIy coodemning FerdiDand's eon--
duct in this traDsaction, I canDot go along with b a G It
those, who, having inspeeteo die ;ubjeet less minute-
IJ, are disp'osed to regard it as tbe resuIt of a coo],
premeditatea poliey, from the outset. The propo-
sitions originalJy fiade by ·him to Navarre appear
to have been eoneeived in perfeet good faith. The
requisition of the fortresses, impudent as it IDay

seem, was nothing more than had been before
made in Isabella's time, when it had been granted,
and the seeurity subsequently restored, as soon as
the emergeney had passed away.Sl The alterna-
tive proposed, of entering into the Ho]y League,
presented many points oí view so favorable to
Navarre, that Ferdinand, ignorant, as he then was,
of the precise footing on which she stood with

31 Alesan, Aooales de Navarra; tomo v.lib. 35,cap.l,3.-Garibay,
Compendio, tomo ili. lib. 29, cap. 13. .
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PART France, might have seen no improbability in her
n. Hclosing with it. ad either alternative been em·

braced, there would have been no' pretext for the
invasion. Even when hostilities had been precip·
iÚlted by the impolitie conduct of Navarre,.Ferdi.
nand (to judge, not from his public manifestoes
only, but from his private correspondence) would
seem to have at' first eontemplated holding the
conntry, only till the close of his French expedi­
tion. 32 But the facility of retaining these con­
quests, when once acquired, was too 'strong a temp­
tation. It was easy to find sorne plausibl~ 'pretext
to justify it, and obtain such a sanction from the
highest authority, as should veil the injustiee' oí the
transaction from the world, - añd from his own
eyes. And .t!iat these were blinded isénut too tiue, e a
if, as an ~ragonese historian declares, he could re­
mark on his death-bed, "that, independently oí

UR tIie eonquest haVing heen undertaken at tbe in­
stance oí the sovereign pontiff, for tbe extirpation
oí the schism, he felt his conscience as easy in
keeping it, as in keeping his crown oí Aragon."ss

3'J See King Fertlin:md's letter, ja, De Bello Navariensi, lib. 1,
JuIy 20th, and his manifesto, Julr cap.7.
30th, 1512, apud BernaIdez, Reyes ~ Abarca, Reyes de Aragon,
Católicos,l\IS., cap. 235. - Lebri- tomo ü. rey 30, cap. 21.

~:i
.. ,"

Authorltles
for tbe hls.
tory oC Na·
Tarre.

1 have made ase ofthree a.athor- 1596. Svo. This anon}'lI1ons work,
ities exclusively devated lo N a- f10m the pen oí one ofHenry IV.'8
varre, in tbe present History. secretaries, is little' e1se than a.
1. "L'Histoire du Royaame de meagre compilatioo oC {acta, and
Na.varre, par un des Seetétaires these deeply colored' by the nation­
Interprettes de sa l\Iaiesté." Paris, al prejudices oí the writer. lt d6'7
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rives sorne vaIua from tbis circum- bas made bis book indispensable to CnAPTER
stance, however, in the contrast it the student of this portion of its XXlII.
affords to the Spanish version of the history. The fourth and ñfth are
samc transaetions. 2. A traet en- the continuation of bis \York by
tilled ".LEJii Antonii Nebrissensis Francisco de Aleson, a Jesuit who
do Bello Navariensi Libri Duo." aueeeeded MoreL as historiographer
I~ eovers.less .than thirty pages fo- of Navarre. The twa last volumes
ha, and IS chlefiy occupied, as the are devoted to investigations illus-
tille imports, with the military trating the antiquities of Navarra,
erents of the eonquest by the duke from the pen of 1\10ret, and are
of Alva. 1t was originally ineor- usual1y published separately from
pomted in the volume containing bis great historie work. Aleson's
ils Icarned author's version, or continuation, extending from 1350
nther paraphrase of Pulgar's to 1527, is a production of consid­
ChronieIe, with some other mat- erable merito lt shows extensive
ters; and ñrst appeared from the research on the part of its anthor,
press of the younger Lebrija, who, however, has Dot always COD-
" apud inelytam Granatam, 1545." fined himself to the most authentie
3. But the great work illustrating and accredited sources of informa-
the history of Navarre is the tion. Hi.s referenees exhibit a sin-
" Annales del Reyno " ; of which guIar medley of original cootem-
Ibe best edition is that io seven vol- porary documents, alld apocrypbal
umes, folio, from tbe press of Iba- authorities of a. very reeent date.
iiez, llamplona, 1;66. Its typo- Thoueh a Navarrese, he has writ­
~raphica1 exeeution would be ered-· ten "'Íth the impartiality of ODe, in
uable to aoy, countg. The three . whom local prejudices wera extin-
ñrst volumes were writteo by Mo- guished in the moro comprehensive
ret, whose profound acquaintanee naúouaI ~eeliñ~ oí a Spa.niird. m ra .\Je e al!
witb tlíe antiquities of bis nation D

Ul1IR n. RnUR1UC1Pt
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CHAPTER XXIV.

DEATH OF GONSALVO DE CORDOVA.-ILLNESS AND DEATH oF

FERDINAND.-ffiS CHARACTER.

1513-'1516.

GonsaIvo ordered to lt31y. - General Enthusiasm. - Tha King's Di&­
trasto - GODSaIVO in Retirement. - Decline of bis Health. - Bis
Death, and noble Charneter. - Ferdinand'8 .mnesa. - It increases.
-He dies. -Bis Charaeter.-A,Contrast to Isabella.-'l'he Judg· "
ment oí liis Contemporaries.en a lera 1

JER O U
PART NOT\VITHSTANDING tbe good order which King

nt u~nJ\lFerdinand maintained in Castile by bis energetie
1tIaxlmll· d 11 b h' l' f d' . h=!n':." con uct, as we as y 1S po ley o lvertlng t e

e1fervescing spirits of tbe nation to foreign enter­
prise, he still experienced annoyance from various
causes. Among these ,vere 1\faximilian's preten­
sions to the regency, as paternal grandfather of the
heir apparent. The emperor, indeed,. had more
than once threatened to assert his preposterous
claims to .Castile in person; and, although this Quix­
otic monarch, who had been tilting against wind­
mills aH his Jife, failed to excite any powerful sen...
sation, eitber by his tbreats or his promises, it fur­
nished a plausible pretext for kceping alive a fae...
tion hostile to the interests of the Catholie king.

'. UnT
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In the \vinter of 1509 an arrangement \vas made CHAM'ER

with the emperor, through the mediation of Louis XXIV.

theTwelfth, by which he finany relinquished his
pretensions to the regency of Castile, in consider-
ation of the aid of three hundred lances, and the
transfer to him of the fifty thousand ducats. \vbich
Ferdinand was to receive from Pisa.! No bribe
was too pa1try for a prince, whose means were as
narrow, as his projects ,vere vast and chimerical.
Even after this pacification, the Austrian party con-
trived to disquiet tbe king, by maintaining the
archduke Charles's pretensions to the government
in the name of his .unfortunate mother; until at
length, the Spanish monarch carne to entertain not
merelJ.: distrust, but positive aversion for his gr~nd-

son; wbile thelatter, ~s lie advanced in ~ears, w~s a ue e ali
tauglit to regard FerdinandJas óne, \vho excluded
him from his rightful inheritance by a most flagrant

UNIR act oí usur-pation.!l
Ferdinand's suspicious temper found other grounds ~e~~~oor

ror uneasiness, where tbere was less lvarrant for it, I&al,..

in his jealousy of bis iIlustrious subject Gonsalvo
de Cordova. This was -particularly the case, when
circumstances had disclosed the fuIl extent of that
general's popularity. After the dcfeat of Ravenna,
tbe pope and the other a1lies oí Ferdinand urged
him in tbe Diost earnest manner to send the Great
Captain ioto Italy, as the only roan capable oí
cbecking the French arms, and restoring the for-

1 Mariana, Hist. de España, !I Zurita,AnaJes, tomo vi. lib. 10,
tomo ü.lib. 29, eap. 21. - Zurita, cap. 55, 69.-Peter l\lartyr, Opus
Anales, tomo vi. lib. 8, cap. 45,47. Epist., epist. 53}.
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DEATH OF GONSALVO.

tunes of the league. The king, trembling for the
immediate safety of bis own dominions, gave a re­
luctant assent, and ordered Gonsalvo to hold hini­
self in readiness ,to take eommand of anarmy to
be instantIy raised for Italy. s
. These tidings were I'eceived with enthusiasm by
the Castilians. Men of every rank pressed forward
to serve under a ehief, ,vhose service was itself
sufficient passport to fame. "It actually seemed,"
says Martyr, "as if Spain ,vere to be drained of aH
her noble and generous blood. Nothing appeared
impossibIe, or even difficuIt under such a leader.
Hardly a cavalier in tbe land, but would have
thought it a reproach to remain behind. Truly
marveIlous," he adds, "is the authority which he

has acqui~~~ ?ver,all pr~el,s of men ! 'a~ 'bra y Generall~
Such :n~as tbe zeal lvith :whieh rilen enlisted un-

der his banner, that great difficulty was found in
n lcompleting the necessary levíes for Navarre, then

menaced. by tbe Freneh. The king, alarmed at
this, and relieved from apprehensions of ·immediate
danger to NapIes, by subsequent adviees from that
country, sent orders greatly reducing the number
of forces to be raised. But this had· liule efi"ect,
sinee every roan, who had the means, preferred act..
ing as a volunteer under the Great Captain to aDY
other service, however gainful; and many. a poor
eavalier was there, ,vho expended. his Hule all, ar

. 3 Peter Martyr, Opns Epist., Giovio, Vit1. Magni Gonsa1vi, lib.
epist. 486. - Chrónica del Gran 3,f' 288. .
Capitan, lib. 3, cap. 7. - Zurit1., Opus Epist., epist. 487. ,
An~es, lomo vi. lib. 10, cap. 2. -
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iDCl1rred a heavy debt, in' order to appear in the CHAPTER

field in a style becoming the chivalry of Spain. XXIV.

Ferdinand '5 former dístrost oí his general was Tb
d

._e Idng'.
uotruIl.

DOW augmented tenfold by this evidence oí his un-
bounded popularity. He saw in imagination much
more danger to Naples from such a subject, than
from any enemy, however formidable. He had re­
ceived intelligence, moreover, that the French \vere
in full retreat towards the north.' He hesitated no
longer, but sent instructions to the Great Captain 1512.

at Cordova, to disband his levies, as the expedition Auguat.

would be postponed till after the present winter;
at the same time' inviting such as chose to enlist in
die ser:vice 'of Navarre. s

Tliese tidings were received with indignant feel-
ings by the whole army;. 'Fhe officers' refosed, b a 3e flra i~

nearly to a roan, to engage in tlle prop'osed ser-
vice. Gonsalvo, who understood the motives oí

Ul1TR this cHange in the royal purpose, ,vas deeply sensi-
ble to what he regarded as a personal affront. He,
however, enjoined on his troops implicit obedience
to the king's commands. Before dismissing them,
as he kne\v that many had been drawn into expen­
sive preparations far beyond their means, he dis­
tributed largesses among them, amounting 'to tbe
irnmense suro, if \\re may credit bis biograpbers, oí
ODe hundred thousand ducats. "Never stint your
hand," said be to bis steward,who remonstrated on
tbe magnitude of the donative; "there is no mode

. 5 Giovio, Vita Magni Gonsalvi, Vita. di Carlo V.! fol. ~. - Petm
lib; 3, p. 289. - Cbr60ica del Gran Martyr, Opas EplSt., eplSt. 498.
Capitan, lib. 3, 'cap. 7, 8. - OOoa, '

'1


