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tribunal of Toledo alone, under the superintend- omaprer

ence of two inquisitors, disposed of three thousand
three hundred and twenty-seven processes in little
more than a year.®® The number of convicts was
greatly swelled by the blunders of the Dominican
monks, who acted as qualificators, or interpreters
of what constituted heresy, and whose ignorance
led them frequently to condemn as heterodox,
propositions actually derived from the fathers of
the church. 'The prisoners for life, alone, became
S0 numerous, that it was necessary to assi_gn them
their own houses as the places of their incarcera-
tion. - \ | o

The data for an accurate calculation of the num-
berof victims sacrificed by the Inquisition during
this reign are not very satisfactory.. From such as
exist, however, Llorente has been led to the most
frightful results. He computes, that, during the
eighteen 'years of Torquemada’s ministry, there
were no less than 10,220 burnt, 6,860 condemned,
and burnt in effigy as absent or dead, and 97,321
reconciled by various other penances; affording an
average of more than 6,000 convicted persons an-
nually, * In this enormous sum of human misery

3 1485- 6, Llorente Hist. de 'Cuenqﬁ f)eing édmp?ehendedih that
l’Intﬂuisition, to(m. i. p. §39.)—In of Murcia. (Tom. iv. p. 252.) Zu-
Sevi le, with probably no greater ritasays, that, by 1520, the Inquisi-

Apparatus, in 1482, 21,000 pro-
Ccsses were ‘disposed of. - "These
Were the first fruits of the Jewish

eresy, when Torquemadd, al-
though an inquisitor, had not the
Supreme control of the tribunal.

. Ldorente afterwards reduces
this estimate to 8,800 burnt, 96,504

3

Otherwise punished ; the diocese of

VOL. 1. _ 34

tion-of Seville had sentenced more

‘than 4,000 persons to be burnt, and

30,000 to other punishments. - An-

‘other author whom he quotes, car-

ries up the estimate of the total
condemned by this single tribunal,

twithin the same term of time, to
'100,000. Anales, tom. iv. fol. 324
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is not included the multitude of orphans, who, fromn
the confiscation of their paternal inheritance, were
turned over to indigence and vice.®® Many of
the reconciled were afterwards sentenced as relaps-
ed; and the Curate of Los Palacios expresses the
charitable wish, that ¢ the whole accursed race of
Jews, male and female, of twenty years of age and
upwards, might be purified with fire and fagot!”*°
The vast apparatus of the Inquisition involved
so heavy an expenditure, that a very small sum,
comparatively, found its way into the exchequer, t0
counterbalance the great detriment resulting to the
state from the sacrifice of the most active and skil-
ful part of its population. All temporal interests,
however, were held light in comparison with the
purgation of the land from heresy ; and such aug-
mentations as ‘the revenue did receive, we are as-
sured, were- conscientiously devoted: to pious pur-
poses, and the Moorish war ! *7 )

55 By an article of the primitive ing, on the imputation of Judaism,

instructions, the inquisitors were os da
required to set apart a small por-
tion of the confiscated estates for
the education and Christian nur-
ture of minors, children of the

condemned. Llorente says, that,

in the immense number of proces-
ses, which he had occasion to con-
sult, he met with no instance

‘of their attention to the fate of

these unfortunate orphans ! Hist.
de I’Inquisition, tom. i. chap. 8. -
5% Reyes Catélicos, MS., cap.

44, — Torquemada waged war

upon freedom of thought, in every
form. In 1490, he caused several
Hebrew bibles to be publicly burnt,
and some time after, more than
6,000 volumes of Oriental learn-

sorcery, or heresy, at the aut
fe ofrs:‘.‘;alamanca the very m:il';
sery of science. (i.lprente, ist. ,
PInquisition, tom. i. chap. ) %:lrlé
5.) 'This may remind one 0 2
similar sentence passed by Lope
de Barrientos, another omu;1
can, about fifty years before, U N
the books of the marquis 0% '
lena. Fortunately for the dg\’ﬁla
ing literature of Spain, Isa. e la
did not, as was done by her Sl;f
cessors, commit the censorsmﬁoly
the press to the judges of the )
Office, notwithstanding suchbo o
sional assumption of power by %

nd inquisitor.

5 Pulgar, Reyes Catélicos, IL:T;;
2, cap. 77. — L. Marineo,
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- The Roman see, during all this time, conducting
itself with its usual duplicity, contrived to make a
gainful traffic by the sale of dispensations from the
penalties incurred by such as fell under the ban of |
the Inquisition, provided they were rich enough to
pay for them, and afterwards revoking them, at the
instance of the Castilian court. Meanwhile, the
odium, excited by the unsparing rigor of Torque-
mada, raised up so many accusations against him,
that he was thrice compelled to send an agent to
Rome to defend his cause before the pontiff; until,
at length, Alexander the Sixth, in 1494, moved by
these reiterated complaints, appointed four coadju-
tors, out of a pretended regard to the infirmities
of "his age, to share with him the burdens of his
office.® mel f

This personage, who is entitled to 'so high a rank
among those who have been the authors of unmix-
ed evil to their species, was permitted to reach a
very old age, and to die quietly in his bed. Yet he
lived in such constant apprehension of assassina-
tion, that he is said to have kept a reputed uni-
corn’s horn always on his table, which was imagin-
ed to have the power of detecting and neutralizing
Poisons ; ‘while, for the more complete protection of
his person, he was allowed an escort of fifty horse

Memorables fol. 164.—The pro- (Reyes Catélicos, part. 2, cap.
18lous deso’lation of the land xlz)lay '§7,)yat four, L. Marineo (Cosas
i’ Inferred from the estimates, Memérables, fol. 164,) as.high as
although somewhat discordant, of five thousand. __ - = s
vserted houses in Andalusia. 8 Llorente, Hist. de IInquisi-
1 fbay (Compendio, lib. 18, cap. tion, tom. i, chap. 7, art. 8 chap.
1) . Puts these at three, Pulgar 8,art. 6. i
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' and two hundred foot in his progresses through the
kingdom. ® ‘

This man’s zeal was of such an extravagant

character, that it may almost shelter itself under

the name of insanity. His history may be thought
to prove, that, of all human infirmities, or rather
vices, there is none productive of more extensive
mischief to society than fanaticism. The opposite
principle of atheism, which refuses to recognise the
most important sanctions to virtue, does not neces-
sarily imply any destitution of just moral percep-
tions, that is, of a power of discriminating between
right and wrong, in its disciples. But fanaticism
is so far subversive of the most established ‘princi-
ples of morality, that, under the dangerous maxim,
¢ For the advancement of the faith, all means are
lawful,” ‘which Tasso has rightly, though perhaps
undesignedly derived from the spirits of hell,® it

. & . SN
~ 8 Nic. Antonio, Bibliotheca Ve- 60 ¢¢ Per la fé —il tutto hoe.;
tus, tom. ii. p. 340. — Llorente, Gerusalemme Liberata, cant. %
Hist. de 'Inouisition, tom. i. chap. stanza 26. ‘

8, art. 6. ‘

s . . . different
Don Juan Antonio Llorente is functionaries, as have at diferen”
ve itstrans

the only writer who has succeeded times pretended to g1 onfin
in completely lifting the veil from actions to the world, have c] —
the dread mysteries of the Inquisi- ed themselves to an h}stonc? fus
tion. Itis obvious how very few line, with meagre notices G T
could be competent to this task, parts of its internal dlSC&P I be
since the proceedings of the Holy might be safely disclose

Office were shrouded in such im- public. to the
penetrable secrecy, that even the . Llorente was §ecretaryl79 0 to
prisoners who were arraigned be- tribunal of Madrid ﬁ"’“}n conse-
fore it, as has been already stated, 1792. His official statu; facili-
were kept in ignorance of their quently afforded him evvgth the
own processes. Even such of its ty for an acquaintance
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most revolting crimes, as a sacred duty. The more
repugnant, indeed, 'such crimes may be to natural
feeling, or public sentiment, the greater their merit,
from the sacrifice which the commission of them

most recondite affairs of the Inqui-
Sition ; and, on its suppression at
the close of 1808, he devoted sever-
al years to a careful investigation
of the registers of the tribunals,
both of the capital and the pro-
vinces, as well as of such other
original documents contained with-
In their archives, as had not hith-
erto been opened to the light of
day. Tn the progress of his work
he has anatomized the most odi-
ous features of. the institution
With unsparing severity ; and his
reflections are warmed with a
generous. and enlightened spirit,
certainly not to have been expect-
®d in an ex-inquisitor. The ar-
Tangement of his immense mass
ol materials is indeed somewhat
faulty, and the work might be re-

%st in a more popular form, es-
Pecially by means of a copious

involves. Many a bloody page of history attests
the fact, that fanaticism, armed with power, is the
sorest evil which can befall a nation.

retrenchment. With all its sub-
ordinate defects, however, it is en-
titled to the credit of being the most,
indeed the only, authentic history
of the Modern Inquisition ; exhib-
iting its minutest forms of prac-

tice, and the insidious. policy, by

which they were directed, from
the origin of the institution down
to its temporary abolition. It well
deserves to be studied, as the rec-

ord of the most humiliating tri-

umph, which fanaticism. has ever
been able to obtain over human
reason, and that too, during the
most civilized periods, and 1n the
most civilized portion of the world.
The persccutions, endured by the
unfortunate author of the work,
prove, that the embers of this fa-
naticism may be rekindled too easj-
ly, even in the present century.
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CHAPTER VIII.

‘REVIEW OF THE POLITICAL AND INTELLECTUAL CONDITION
OF THE SPANISH ARABS PREVIOUS TO THE WAR OF
GRANADA. o

Conquest of Spain by the Arabs.— Cordovan Empire. — High Civ-
ilization and Prosperity. — Its Dismemberment. — Kingdom of
Granada. — Luxurious and Chivalrous Character. — Literature of
the Spanish Arabs.— Progress in Science. — Historical Merits.—
Useful Discoveries. — Poetry and Romance. — Influence on the
Spaniards.

WEe have now arrived at the commencement ?f
the famous war of Granada, which terminated 1n
the subversion of the ~Arabian . empire in Spa.nn,
after it had subsisted for nearly eight centuries,
and with the consequent restoration to the (;QS'
tilian crown of the fairest portion of its ancient
domain. In order to a better understanding of
the character of the Spanish Arabs, or Moors, who
exercised an important influence on that of thelr
Christian neighbours, the present chapter will be
devoted to a consideration of their previous history
in the Peninsula, where they probably reached 2
higher degree of civilization than in any other part

“of the world.!?

It is not necessary to dwell upon the causes (;f
the brilliant successes of Mahometanism at 1ts U

1 See Introduction, Section 1, Note 2, of this History-
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set,—the dexterity with which, unlike all other cmaprze
religions, it was raised upon, not against the prin- """

ciples and prejudices of preceding sects ; the mil-
itary spirit and discipline, which it established
among all classes, so that the multifaricus nations
who embraced it, assumed the appearance of one
vast, well-ordered camp ;2 the union of ecclesias-
- tical with civil authority intrusted to the caliphs,
which enabled them to control opinions, as abso-
lutely as the Roman pontiffs in their most despotic
hour ;* or lastly, the peculiar adaptation of the
doctrines of Mahomet to the character of the wild
tribes among whom they were preached.* It is

2 The Koran, in addition to the
repeated assurances of Paradise to
the martyr who falls in battle, con-
tains the regulations of a precise
military code. Military service- in
Some shape or other is exacted
from ‘all.” The terms to be pre-
Sctibed to the enemy and the van-
Quished, the division of the spoil,
the- seasons of lawful truce, the
conditions on which the compara-
tively small number of exempts
are permitted to remain at home,
are accurately defined. (Sale’s

oran, chap. 2, 8, 9, et alibi.)

hen the algihed, or Mahometan
Crusade, which, in its general de-
S1gn and immunities, bore a close
r~‘33emblan.ce to the Christian, was
Ere.ached in the mosque, every true
ste lever was hound to repair to the
wand,?rd of his chief. - *The holy
ceal‘, says one of the early:Sara-

N generals, ¢ is the-ladder of

Paradise. . The Apostle of God

gyled himself the son of the sword.
ofebloved to repose in the shadow
e ,fmners‘and on the field of bat-
.3 The succes.so‘rs. caliphs or
K&‘;‘L"s, as they ‘were styled, of
omet, represented both his

spiritual and temporal authority.

heir office involved almost equal-
ly ecclesiastical and military func-
tions. It ‘was their duty to lead
the army in battle, and on the pil-
grimage to Mecca. They were to
reach a sermon, and offer up pub-
ic prayers in the mosques every
Friday. Many of their preroga-
tives resemble those assumed an-
ciently by the popes. They con-
ferred investitures op the Moslem
princes by the symbol of a ring, a
sword, or a standard. They com-
plimented them with the titles of
¢¢ defender of the faith,”” ¢ column
of religion,” and the like. The
proudest potentate held the bridle
of their mules, and paid his homage

by touching their threshold with .

his forehead. The authority of
the caliphs was in this manner
founded on opinion no less than
on power; and their ordinances,
however frivolous or-iniquitous in
themselves, being . enforced, as it
were, by a divine sanction, became
laws which it. was sacrilege to
disobey. « See D’Herbelot, Bib-
liothéque Orientale,f La Haye,
1777 - 9,) voce Khahfah. - ,
: 4--The’)character of the Arabs,
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sufficient to say, that these latter, within a century
after the coming of their apostle, having succeeded
in establishing their religion over vast regions in
Asia, and on the northern shores of Africa, arrived
before the Straits of Gibraltar, which, though a
temporary, were destined to prove an ineffectual
bulwark for Christendom. | |
The causes which have been currently assigned
for the invasion and conquest of Spain, even by
the most credible modern historians, have scarcely
any foundation in contemporary records. The true
causes are to be found in the rich spoils offered by
the Gothic monarchy, and in the thirst of enter-
prise in the Saracens, which their long uninter-
rupted career of victory seems to have sharpened,
rather than satisfied.® The fatal battle, which

before the  introduction of Islam, ~secution, or of the trgason,b(’f ﬂ;‘:
like that of most rude nations, is two sons of Witiza is to be I

to be gathered from their national
songs and romances. The poems
suspended at Mecca, familiar to
us In the elegant version of Sir
William Jones, and still more, the
recent translation of ‘¢ Antar,”’ a
composition indeed of the age of
Al Raschid, but wholly devoted
to the primitive Bedouins, present
us with a lively picture of their
peculiar habits, which, notwith-
standing the influence of a tem-
porary civilization, may be thought
to bear great resemblance to those
of their descendants at the present
day. e
.- 5 Startling as it may be, there
is scarcely a vestige of any of the
particulars, circumstantially nar-
rated by the national historians
Mariana, Zurita, Abarca, Moret,
c.) as the immediate causes of
the subversion of Spain, to be
found in the chronicles of the
period. No intimation of the per-

with in any Spanish writer, as far
as I know, until nearly two cen-
turies after the conquest; non®
earlier than this, of the defection
of archbishop Oppas, during thg
fatal conflict near Xerez; a0
none, of .the tragical amours ot
Roderic and the revenge of coullll
Julian, before the writers of the
thirteenth century, . Nothing ’}i"
deed can be more jejune than the
original narratives of the invasion.
The continuation of the Chronicon
del Biclarense, and the Chronicon
de Isidoro Pacense or de Beia:
which are contained in the v%:' 1;‘
minous coll:aiction of EIOI::& v(iii
afia Sagrada, tom. VL )
gﬂ’ord th%r onl’y histories contem
orary with the event. .
1x;ﬁsta. en in his assertion (Dom
nacion de los Arabes, Prol. p-
that the work of Isidore de )
was the only narrative Ymha
during that period. = Spai

Zar
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the flower of his nobility, was fought in the sum-
mer of 711,.0on a plain washed by the Guadalete
near Xerez, about two leagues distant.from Cadiz.®

The Goths appear never

to have afterwards rallied

under . one' head,..but. their. broken detachments
made many a gallant stand in such strong positions
as were afforded .throughout the kingdom ; so that
nearly three years elapsed before the final achieve-

ment of the conquest. . The policy of the' .con-

querors, after making the requisite allowance for

the evils necessarily attending such an invasion,”

not the pen of a Bede or an Egiri-

hart-to describe the memorable
catastrophe. But the few and
meagre touches of the contemporary
chroniclers have left ample scope
for conjectural history, which has
been most industriously improved.
, The reports, according to Con-
de, (Dominacion de los Arabes,
tom. i. p.36,) greedily circulated
among the Saracens, of the mag-
nificence and - general prosperit
of the Gothic monarchy, may suf-
ficiently account for its invasion
by an”enemy flushed with unin-
lerrapted conquests, and whose
fanatical ambition was well illus-
trated by one of their own gen-
erals, who, on reaching the west-
€rn extremity of Africa, plunged
IS horse into the Atlantic, and
Sighed for other shores on which
10 plant the banners of Islam. See
ardonne, Histoire de 1'Afrique

et de lesxagne sous la Domina-

tion . .
tom, . p, groes (Paris, 1765,
M6 The laborious diligence: of
%f?de“ may be thought to have
tled the epoch, about which so
Much learned dust has been raised.
6 I;‘ fourteenth volume - of his
1mtorm Critica de Espaiia (?v
® la Cultura Espaiiola (leladri ’
VoL, 1, 35

1783 - 1805,) contains an accurate
table, by which the minutest dates
of the
adjusted by those of the Christian
era. The fall of Roderic on the
field of battle is attested by both
the domestic chroniclers of that
period, as well as by the Saracens.
(Incerti Auctoris Additio ad Joan-
nem Biclarensem, apud Florez,
Espaiia Sagrada, tom. vi. p. 430.
--_-Esidori acensis Episcopt Chro-
nicon, apud Florez, Espaiia Sagra-
da, tom. viii. p. 290..} The tales
of the ivory and marble chariot, of
the gallant steed Orelia and mag-
nificent vestments of Roderic, dis-
covered after the fight on the banks
of the Guadalete, of his probable

escape and subsequent seclusion

among the mountains of Portugal,
which have been thought worthy
of .Spanish history, have found a
much more appropriate place in
their romantic national ballads, as
‘well as in the more elaborate ‘pro-
" ductions of Scott and Southey.
-.°7 ¢¢ Whatever curses,’’ says an
eyewitness, whose meagre diction

is quickened on this eccasion- into -

gomething like sublimity, *“ what-
ever . curses were' denounced by
the prophets of old against Jeru-
- salem, whatever fell upon ancient

ahometan lunar year are -

273

terminated with the slaughter of King Roderic and cmarrer
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may be considered liberal. Such of the Christians,
as chose, were permitted to remain in the con-
quered territory in undisturbed possession of the:lr
property. They were allowed to worship in th.elr
own way ; to be governed, within prescribed limits,
by their own laws ; to fill certain civil offices, and
serve in the army ; their women were invited to

intermarry . with the conquerors ;® and, in short,

they were condemned to no other legal badge of

servitude than the payment of somewhat heavier

imposts than those exacted from their Mahometan

brethren.

It is true the Christians were occa-

sionally exposed to suffering from the caprices 'o.f
despotism, and, it may be added, of popular fanati-
cism.® But, on the whole, their condition may
sustain an advantageous comparison with that of
any Christian people under . the Mussulman do-
minion of later times, and affords a striking con-
trast with that of our Saxon ancestors' after the
Norman conquest, which suggests an obvious paral-
lel in many of its circumstances to the Saracen.™

Babylon, whatever miseries Rome
inflicted upon the glorious com-
pany of the martyrs, all these
were visited upon the once happy
and prosperous, but now desolated
Spain.” Pacensis Chronicon apud
Florez, Espaita Sagrada, tom. viii,
p. 292,

8 The frequency of this alliance

. may be inferred from an extra-

ordinary, though, doubtless, ex-
travagant statement cited by Zu-
rita. 'The ambassadors of James
IL., of Aragon, in 1311, represented
to the sovereign pontiff, Clement
V., that, of the 200,000 souls,
which then composed the popula-
tion - of Granada, there were not

more than 500 of pure Moorislf

descent. Anales, tom. iv. fol. 314
9 The famous persecutions O

“ Cordova under the reigns of /

derrahman II. and his son, Wh,i?};;
to judge from the tone of Castl i
writers, might vie with thosgat
Nero and Diocletian, are admitte

by Morales (Obras, tom. X. p. 74,)

to have occasioned the destmctlosré
of only forty individuals.. . "?ed
of these unhappy fanatics solicl ¢
the crown of martyrdom by t:n
open violation of -the l\riaho_me.‘u'e
laws and usages. The detallllsvol_
given by Florez, in the tent

ume of his collection. Moros
- 10 Bleda, Corbnica de los MO




