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THE INQUISITION. 268

tribunal of Toledo alone, 'uuder the superintend~ CHAPTER

ence of two inquisitors, disposed oí three thousand _V_I1_._

three hundred and twenty-seyen processes in little
more than a year. 53 The number of convicts was
greatly 's,v~lled by the blunders of the D<;>minican
monks, who acted as qualificators, or interpreters
of what constituted heresy, and whose ignorance
led them frequently to condemn as heterodox,
propositions act~ally derived from th~ fathers oí
the church., The prisoners for life, alone, became
so numerous, that it was .necessary to assign them
their own houses astlÍe places of their incarcera~
,ti~ue

The data for an accurate calculation, oí the num­
,ber of victims sacrinced by the Inquisition during
this· reign are not· very satisfactory.,· .[From such, as
,exist, however,' Llorente has. been led to the 'most
·frightful results. He computes, that, during the
eighteen 'years of Torquemada's ministry, there
were no Iess than.l0,220 burnt, 6,860 condemned,
an~ burnt ·in effigy as absent or ,dead, and 97,321
·reco~ciled by various. ~ther penances; affording an
average of more tban 6,000 convicted persons an~

nually.54', In this enormous sU,m of hllman misery

, 53 1485- 6. (Llorente, Hist. de 'CuenQ3 being comprehended in th~t
IInguisitio.n, tom.. i, p. 239.. ) -In ·ofMurcia. (Tóni. iv~ p. 252.) ~1!.
Sevilla, wlth probably no greater rita'sat"s, that, by 1520, the Inqulsl­
apparatus, in 1482, 21,000 pro- tiana Sevilla had senteneed more
coases were 'disposed of•... 'rhese .than 4,000 persoos ~o be humt, and

h
were the first fruitsof the ~e~ish 30,000 to other punlshme~tg•. An..
eresy, when Torquemada,.· al- ·other author whom he quotes, car..

othough an inquisitor, had not the ríes up the esti~atE!·· oC th~ total
SUprema control o{ iba tribunal. '.condemned by thlS smgle tr~bunal,
th.54 L~orenteafterwards reduces ·withiri the sama term oC time, to

18 est~mate t? 8,800 burnt, 96,504 ·l00,OOO~. Ana~e$, ,tom., iv.~ fol. 3~*
otherWlse punlshed; .the diocese oC
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PART is not included the multitude of orphans, who, frola
1

the confiscation of their paternal inheritance, were
turned over to incligence and vice. 55 Many of
the reconciled were afterwards sentenced as relaps­
ed; and the Curate of Los Palacios expresses the
charitable' wish, that " the whole accursed race of
Jews, male and female, of twenty years of age and
upwards, might be purified \vith fire and fagot ! " 56

The vast apparatus of the Inquisition iDvolved
so heavy an expenditure, that a very small su_m,
comparatively, found its way inta the exchequer, to
counterbalance the great detriment resulting to the
state from the sacrifice of the most active and skil-
fuI part oí its population. AIl temporal, interests,
'lio\vever, were' held light, in c'omparison 'with the

i purgation of the land from heresy; and such aug~

• mentations as .the revenue did receive, we are as~

sured, were -conscientiously devoted· to pious pur-
'NI" [Rl1UJ\ poses, and the Moorish war! 57 .. .

55 By an article of the primitiva ing, on the imputation of Judaisd,instructions, the inquisitors were sorcery, or hereay, at tha autos a
required to set apart a small por- fe oC Salamanca the vert. nur"
tion of the confiscated estates for sery of science. (L10reote, HIst. de
tbe education and Christian nur- l'Inquisition, tomo i: chapo 8r, ~ht.
'ture of minora, children oC the 5.) ,This may remlnd 'ona o e
condemned. Llorente says, 'that, ' similar sentence passed ~y L?p~
in the immense number of proces-' de Barrientos" another DOffilDl

ses, which he had occasion to con- can, about 1ifty years be~ore, uvi~
sult, he met with no instance the books of the marqUIS of
,oí their atteotian to the fate oí lena. Fortunately foro the da~r~
these unfortunate orphans ! Hist. ing literatura oí Spam, Isah

,de 1'Inquisition, tom. i. chapo 8.' did Dot, as was done by her. sUí
, 50 Reyes Cat6licos, MS., cap. cessora commit tha ceosorshg1
,44. - Torquemada waged war the pre~ to the jud~esofthe o ~
upon freedom oí thought, in every ,Office, notwith~tandlng snchboC~:e
forme In 1400, he caused severa! sional assumptlon oi power Y .
Hebrew bibles to be publicly burnt, ~nd inquisitor. :' · art
and some time after, more than 57 Pulgar, RED'es1\9at.6hcos,¿os~
6,000 vo1umes oí Oriental learn- 2, cap. 77. ~, L. 'lUanneo,

j;
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(Reyes Católicos;" p~. 2, .cap.
77) at fourL MarIneo (Cosas
M~m6rables,' fol. 164,) as.highas
nve thousand. ,'. . .

58 Llorente, Hist. de l'InQUl81'"
tion tome i. chapo 7) art, 8 ; chap.., . ..
8, art.. 6. . ".

THE INQUISITION.
I

¡¡~i;
:~íf

,("

:j
j:':
~ ,:
~ ~~

if:~:.l
·U'. The Roman see,. during all this time, conducting CHAPTER .U

itself with its usual duplicity, contrived to make a VII.!:;
gainful traffieby the sale of dispensations from the ¡~~!~'}" i;J'
penalties incurl'ed by suchas fel1 under the han of . ;:rt;
the Inquisition, provided they were rieh enough to :¡;1;

fna~a~:eth:;;h:n~:~:~i::r~:~;:.ok~~::~~il:: ::: 1m
odium, excited by the unsparing rigor of Torque- l¡¡'¡
macla, raised up so manyaccusations against him,:;:~!.~:

these reiterated eomplaints, appointed four coadju-:
tors, out of a pretended .regard to the infirmities r/íf
of his age, to share with him the burdens of his jfW
office. 58 ......•...... • .• Mo· .. ·a. .I .mbr . Genere .':'mi

This personage, who is entitled toso high a rank .i~!L

among those who have been the authors ofunmix- ·rf¡.f,
ed~vil too their species,was permitted to reach a
very old age, and to die quietly in his bed. ..' Yethe
lived in· such constant apprehension of assassina-
tion, that he is said to have kept. a reputed uní-
corn's horn always 00 bis table, which was imagin-
ed to have the power of deteeting and neutralizing.
poisons ; .while, for the more 'complete protectionof:?!
his person, he was . allowed an escort of fifty horsa

~e!llorables, f~l. 164. - Th~ pro­
~lgl~US desolation oC the land mayihloferred from the' estimates,dt ough somewhat' discordant,·.of
Ges~rted honses in Andalusia~

arlbay (O d" 'J"b' 18 .17 ) ompen 10, l. , cap.
, ,puta these at· three. Pulgar
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JO: ,. '. 'h e a't different•Junctlonanes, as av. ~ s~
times pretended, to glve 1ts t~n';'
actioDs to tbe world, have con t
ed tbemselves to an historical oUh
line, with meagre noti~es. of SU~
parts of ita interna}· dISCIpline the
mig~t be, safely, disclosed to .
pubhc. ',' ", , ' to the
. ~lorente was ~ecretary 790 to

tribunal oC Mad~d fro~ 1 se­
1792.' .His offielal. station c;~ili'"
quentIy' afforded . hun eve~h the
ty tar an' acquamtance Wl

THE INQUISITION.
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00 Nic. Antonio, Bibliotheca Ve.' 60 ~'Par la fe -il tulto lee·

tus, tome ü. p. 340. - Llorente, Geruaalemme Liberata, cant., 4,
HiBt.· de }'Inouisition, tome i. chap. atanza 26.
8, art. 6.

Don Juan Antonio Llorente is
tha only writer who has succecded
in completely lifting the veil from
the dread mysteries of the Inquisi"
tion. It is obvian! how very few
could be competent to. this task,
since ·tbe proceedings of the RoIy
Offiee were ahronded in such im'"
penetrable secrecy, that even the
prisoners who were anaigned be..
fore it, as has beeo alteady 8tated,
were kept in ignorancc oC their.
own processes. Even snch of its

268.
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, PART ' and two hundred foot in his' progresses through tbe
'l.

kingdom. 59

, ' This man~s zeaI was of such an .extravagant
character, that it mayalmost shelter itself under
the name of' insanity. , His history may be ~hought

to prave, that, of all human infirmities, ar rather
vices, there is none productive oí more extensive
mischief to society than fanaticism~ The opposite

.* ,

J~ principIe of atheism, whic~, refuses to recognise the
~} most i~portailt sanctions to virtue, does not neces-
::;; sarily imply any destitution of just moral percep-
::1 tions, .that is, of a power of discriminating between
~ right ~nd wrong, in its disciples. But fanaticism
~( is· so far subversive oí the most establislled 'princi-
i1 pIes oí morality, that, under the dangerous maxim,
1.1

:'.~ "For the advancement of1 the faith, all 'means are
~ lawful," which Tasso has right1y, though perhaps
¡j undesignedly derived from the spirits ofhell,60 it
~J UnIR DI 1\ U1\[ ( . ,', ',';1
~f
;:.J
,.,.-:'1

:.:1-
~ . ¡
'-1

~l
tI,

, I~

~ i
:,"

'~¡
j
;;l
i~,l

~.~,~
,<e
'.. f

U
ri~

:n
J"
'fl

¡(}

!¡
".1
~,~¡
,..~
j"



THE INQUISlTION..

not on~y excuses, but enjoins the commission of the
most revolting crimes, as a sacred duty. The more
repu:gnant, indeed, 'such crimes may be to natural
feeling, al public sentiment, the greater their merit,
from the sacrifice which ihe commission of thero
involves. Many a bloody page of history attests
the faet, ~hat fana~icism,arnied \vith :power; is the
sorest evil which can befall anation•..

most recondite affairs of the Inqui- retrenchment. With all its sub­
sitian; and, on ita suppression at ordinate defects, however, it is en­
the clase oC1808, he devoted sever- titled to the eredlt oC being the most,
al years to a" carefu} investigation indeed the only~ authentic history
of the registera of the· tribunals, of .the Modero Inquisition; exhib­
b?th oC the capital and the pro- iting its minutest forms of prac­
vlnces, as wel1 as oC snch other tice, and the insidiaus· paliey, by .
~rjginal documenta contained with- which they were directed, from
,In their archives, as had not hith... the origin oí the institution down
erto been openad to tbe light oí to its temporary abolition. It well
day. In the progress oí his work deserves to be studied, as the rec­
he has anatomizad the most odi- ord oí the most humiliating tri- .
oua features oí. the institution umph, which fanaticism. has ever
with unsparing severity; and his been able to· obtain over human
reflections a.re warmed with a reason, and that too, durin~ the
gene~ous and enlightened spirit, most civilized periads, and ID the
cer~nl'y not to have beeo expect... roost civilized portian oC the world.
ed In an ex-inquisitor•. The ar-' The persccutions, endurad by tha
rangement oi his. immense masa· unfortunate author oC tha work,
of materials is indeed somewhat prova, that the embers oí this fa­
faulty, and the work miO'ht be re.. naticismmay be rekindled too easi­
cas~ in a more popularcfonn , es.. ly, even in. the present century•.
peclally by means· oC a copious
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CHAPTER VIII.

REVIEW OF THE POLITICAL AND INTELLECTUAL CONDITION

OF THE SPANISH ARABS PREVIOUS TO THE WAR OF

GRANADA. ·

Conquest oí Spain by the Araba. -.Cordovan Empire. - High Civ...
ilization and Prosperity. - Ita Dismembermeot. - Kingdom oí
Granada. - Luxurious aod Chivalrous Cbaracter. - Literatura oí
the Spanish Arabs. - Progresa in Science. - Historieal Merita.­
Useful Discoverles. - Poetry and Romance. - Influence on the
Spaniards.

PART ' , WE have nowarrived at the commencement of
L the famous war of Granada, which terminated in

" tbe subversion of the· Arabian. empire in Spain,
• after it had subslsted for ,nearly eight centuries,

nDJ\lUand with the, consequent restoration to the C~s.

itilian cro\vn ,of t~e fairest portion of its ancient
domain.' Inorder to a better understanding of
the .character of the Spanish Arabs, or Moors. w~o
exercised an important infiuence on that of tbelr

Christian neighbours, the present chapter wiJI be
devoted to a consideration of their previous history
in the Peninsula, where they probably reached a
higher degree oí civilization than in any otber part

. of the world. 1 ,

Earlr IUe- , 1t is not necessary to dwell UpOD tbe causes of
cesfIJes of

~~~~et. the brilliant successes of Mahometanism at its, out-

1 Sea Introduction, Section 1, Note 2, al tbis History. '
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set, - the dexterity "vith which, unlike all other CHAPTER

religions, it wasraised upon, not against the pri~-. VIlI.

ciples and prejudices of preceding sects; the mil-
itary spirit and discipline, ,vhich' it established
among all classes, so that the multifarious nations
who embraced it, assumed the appearance of one'
vast, weII-ordered camp; 2 the union of ecclesias­
ticaI ,vith civil authority intrusted to the caliphs,
which enabled them to control opinions, as abso­
lutely as the Roman pontiffs in their most despotic
hour ; s or lastly, the 'peculiar' adaptation of the
doctrines oí Mahomet to the character of the wild
tribes among' whom they were preached. 4 It is

2 The Koran, in addition 10 the ~J>iritual and temporal authority.
repeated assurances of Paradise to Their office involved' a]most equal;.
tba martyr who falls in battle, con· Ir ecclesiastical and· military fune­
ta~ns the regulations of a precise tlons. 1t was their duty' to lead
mIlitar¡ codee Military aervice in the arrny in battle, and on the pil­
sorne shape or ather ia exacted grimage to Mecca. They were to
from .aH. The terms to be pre- preacli a sermon, and olfer up pub­
sc~jbed to the enemy and the van- He prayers in the mosques every
qUlshed, the division of the spoil, Friday. Many oC, their preroga­
the' seasons of lawful truce, the lives resemble those' assumed ao­
c!>nditions on which the compara- ciently by the popes... Theycon­
tlvely amall number of exempts ferred investitures on the Moslem
are permitted to remain at horne, princes by the ayrobol oC a ring, a
~e accurately defined. (Sale'a sword, ar a standard. They com­
aoran, chap. 2, 8, 9, et alibi.) plimented them with the titles oí
When the algihed, or Mahometan ce defender of the faith," " calumn
c~usade, which, in its general de- oí religion," and the like. The
81gn and immunities, bore a close.· proudest potentate heId the bridle
resemblance tothe Christian, was oftheir mules, and paid bis homage
pre.achedin tbe mosquo, everytruB by touching their threshold· with
behever was bound 10 repair lO the bIS falebead. The authority oC
standard oC his chief.' ".The holy iha caliphs was in this manner
\Var," saya one oí the early:Sara- founded on opinion .no le.ss than
pen g.eneraIs, "is the' ladder of on power; and·. thell. ~rdl.nancc~,

aradlse•. The Apostle oC.< God . howev~r' frivolous al: lnlqultous 1!1m1ed himselfthe 8ODofthe sword~ themselves,',beingfenforced, as lt
rebloved to repose in the'shadow were by a. divina sanction" becameti ,~nners and on the ñeld oí bat- laws 'which it, was·· sacrilege to
e. .'. - . disobey. "\ S~e D'Herbelot, .Bib-

,,' 3 TIla . successors, .caliph~.·· o'r liotheque Onentale,· (La Haye,
Mcahts, as tbey -were styled, oC 1777 - 9,) voce K/uJlifa'h. -

a omet, .represented .. both bis ... 4··Thecharacter ofthe Araba,
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berore tba introduction ,oC Islam,
like tbat oí most rude nations, is
to be gathered from their national
songa and romances. The ~oem8

Bust>ended at Mecea,. familIar to
us In. the elegant version of Sir
William Jenes, and still more, tha
recent tranalation oí" Antar," a
composition indeed of the age oC
Al Raschid, but \vholly devotcd
to tba primitiva Bedouins, present
ua with a. lively picture oí their
peculiar habita, which, notwith­
standing tba infiuence oC a tem­
porary civiliza.tion, may be thought
to bear great resemblance to those
oí their descendants at the present
day. ....
.. 5 Startling as it may be, thera
is scarcely a vestige of soy oí tha
particulars, circuffistantially nar­
rated by tha national historians
(Mariana, Zurita, Abarca, Moret,
&0.) as the immediate causes oí
tbe subversion oC Spain, to be
found in the chronicles of the
periodo No intimation of the per-

·sufficient to say, that these latter, within a century
after the coming of their apostle, having succeeded
.in establishing their religion over vast regions in
.Asia, and on thenorthern shores of Africa, arrived
:before the Straits o( Gibraltar, which, though a
temporary, were destined to prove an ineffectual
~bulwark for Christendom.

The causes which have been currently assigned
.for the i~vasion and conquest of Spain, even by
the most credible modern historians, have scarcely
any foundation in eontemporary records. r¡"he true
causes are to be found in the rich spoils offered by
the Gothic monarchy, and in the thirst of enter,­
prise in the Saracens, which their long uninter­
rupted career of victory séems ·to have sharpened,
rather than satisfied. 5 The fatal battle, whichnra· .

secution, or of the tre~n, of the
two sons of Witiza· is 10 be· met
with in any Spanish writer,·as far
as 1 know t until near)y two cen­
turies after the. conquest; n~ne
earlier than this oC the defectlOn
oC archbishep Oppas t during thdfatal conflict near· Xerez; an f
none, of. the tragical amoutS e
Roderic and the revengeof count
Julian, .before the writerso oí t~e
thirteenth century.'·· Notll1ng In­
deed can be more. jejune .than.the
oriainal narratives oC the lnva8~oD.
Th~ continuation oí the Chron~con
del Biclarens~, and the Chronlc~n
de Isidoro Pace!1se ~r de Be~a~
which are· contalned In the vo u
minouB colIection oí ~lorezd (~
paña Sagrada, tom. VI. aD 'VIU.

afford the on1y histories eonJeD!'''
porary with the event.-. COn e ~
mistaken in bis assertlOn ·( ~!)
nacion de los Arabes, Pról. p. 'B0

• '

that· tba work oí Isid~re de .t~~
was tbe ooly nanatlve. ~nh d
during that perlad. Spaln a
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terminated with the sIaughter. ofKing Roderic and CHAPTER

the.'flower of his nobility, ,was' fought.in:. the sum~ _V_III_._

'mer, of· 711, ·on a plainwashed. by .the Guadale~e

'near Xer~:ii,.about two .leagues .dist~nt.from Oadiz•.6

:The Goths app~ar never to' have, afterwards,rallied
under, on'e' head, ..:.but,. their. brokendetachments
made inany'a gallant stand in ~uch '8trong pbsitions
as ,\\Tere.;'afforded ,throughout the kingdo~.; .50 that
nearly three.years elapsed before the ... ñnal acbi~vé­

m'ent of .the conquest•.', 'The' policy of .the: ,con-
querors, after making the' requisite allowance ~ for
the e~ils necessarily· attending suchan invasion? 'T

, . , . . . :.: ".. ' . : . '. ,~' "i ~

not tbe pen of a Bede or an Egin- 1783-1805,) contains ari accurate
hart· t-o describe the' memorable table, bywhich the minutest,dates
catastrophe. But the' few and oí tho Mahometan lunaryear are
meagretouches of the contemporary adjusted by those of the Christian
éhroniclers have left ample scope era.'. The fall of Roderic 00 tha
for conjectural history, which has field af battle is attea ed by both
been most industriously improved•..the domestic chroniclers of that
. The reporta, according to Con- perlod, as well as by the Saracens.
de,' (Dominacion de los Arabes, .(Incerti Auctarís Additio ad Joan...
tomo L P.36,). greedily circulated nem Biclarensem, apud Florez,
a!D0ng ths Saracens, of the mag- Es}?aiia S~rada, tomo vi. :p. 430.
nlficence and '. general 'prosperity __Isidori Pacensis ,EpiscOPl Chro­
oC. the Gothic monarchy, may suf.. 'nieon, apud Florez, España. Sagra­
ficlentIy aecount for ita invasion da, tome viü. p. 290.) . The tales
byan enemy t1ushed with unin- oC the ivory and marble chariot, oí
terrupted conquests, and whose the gallant steed Orelia and mag­
fanatlcal ambitlon'was well il1us- .nificent vestments of Roderíc, 'dis­
trated by, one oí, their'own gen.. covered after the fight on the banks
eraIs, whot on reaohing the west- ofthe Guadalete, of his probable
e~nextremity oC Africa, ,plungedescapeand 8ubsequentseclusion .
~lS horse iota the .Atlantic,·· and among the mountainsof Portugal,
81ghed ror other 'shares on whichwhich 'have been thought worthy
teo plant the bannera oC Islam... Sea oí, Spanishhistory, have found.a

ardonne,Histoire·de I'Afrique much more appropriate place Jn
e.t de PEspagne soue la Domina..their romande national ballads, as
tlon des Arabes' (Paris 1765) 'well··as in tbs more elaborate 'pro-
tOID. i. p. 37•. ;' ~ '. ~" o', ~', 'ductionsof ScottandSoutbey. ~¡

6 The labonons diligence. oí '-. ,<-7 '. ~ ·Whatever curses,'~' .~afS .an
Masdeu may, be thought lo haya ·eyewltness,.whose. meagre. dic~lon .
settled the ej)ooh, about wh.ic.~· so ~s quic~e~e4· onthl~ o~cas~?n "lOto
~uch learned dU8t has been ratsed. somethmgbke· ¡sublimlty", wha~
"he. fo~rteenth -Totuma. ofhis ever· curses were; deno~nced by
d HlStona Critica' de Espaiiayt.he prophets of old agalDst J~ru"
e la Cultura Española. (Madrid, .. salem, whatever fen uBon anClent

VOL. l. 35
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may be considered liberal. '. Such .of the Christians,
·aschose, were permitted to remain'. in .the con­
quered territory in undistul"bed possession of. their
property.They were allowed too ,worship in their
own way;. to be governed,.within prescribed limits,
by their own laws ; .to fill certain. civil offices, and
serve. in the army; their. women were· invited to
intermarry. ~ lvith the ..conquerors ; 8 land, in. short,
they were condemned to no other legal badge of
·servitude than the payrnent of somewhat heavier
imposts .than those exacted from their Mahometan
brethren. It is truco the Christians· wcre occa­
sionally e~posed to su1fering from the caprices oí
despotism, and, it may beadded, of' popular fanati­
cism. 9 But, on· the whole, their condition roay
sustain an advantageous eomparisonwith that of
any Christian people under. the. Mussulman do- e a
mi~ion of later times, and affords a striking con­
trasto with that of our Saxon ancestors· a:fter tbe
'Norman conquest, which suggests an obvious paral-
lel in many of its circumstances to the Saracen. 10

~a~ylon, whatever miseries Roma ·more than. 500 oí pure Moorish
lnflicted upon the glorious com- descent.· Anales, tomo iv. fol. 314.
pany ?~ the martyrs, aH these 9 The famous per~cutions oí
were VlsIted upon the once happy . Cordova under. the relgns of~b..
and prosperous, but now desolated derrahman ll. and his son,whl~h,
Spain." .Pac~nsis Chronicon apud to judge from -the tone oí Castibaí
Florez, Espana Sagrada, tomo .viü. wríters, might víe with thos~ od
p. 292. Nero and Diocletian, are admltte

8 The frequency oí this alliance .by Morales (Obras, tomo x. p. 7~,)
. roay. be inferred· froro an extra.. lo have occasioned the destructlOn

ordinary, though,. doubtless, ex- of only forty individuals.. ·· ~ost
t~vagant statement cited by Zu... of these unhappy fanatics sohelted ,
nta. The ambassadors of James the crown· oí' martyrdom by an
II~, ofAragon, inI31!, representedopen violation of.the Maho~etan
to the· sovereign pontiff, Clement laws and usages. The details ar~
V.,. that,: of the 200,000 souls,given by Florez, in tbe tenth vo"
,!hlch.then composed'.the popula.. urne oí his collection. .
tlan·.oí G~anada, there .. were not . 10 DIada, COIÓnica dolos Moros


