
. .' . .

h~ Bernaldez,· Reyes Católicos, Cut d'abord plus politique q!le r,:",
U1, 1SUpra. - Pulgar Reyes Cató- ligieuse, et destinée a malnfenlr
leos' . d 1 .r.."A '}parto 2,. cap. 77. - Zuiiiga,. l'ordre plut?t q~'a défen re a JO!:
Mnna es de Sevilla, p. 386. - . (Cours d'HlstOlre Moderne, (Parl~,
'Vi etll. de la Acad .. de Hist., tome . 1828 - 30,) tom.v. lee. l~.)Thl~
143P• 44.. _ Llorente, tome L pp_ statement is inaccurate ID refer-

S' 145. ....: '. . . . . .ence to Castile, where the facts do
vi ome writers are inclined to. not warrant uS' in imput!og any
or¡~ tha Spanish Inquisition, in its other motive for its adoptlOn than
en g~n, as httle alse than a poUtical . religious zeal. .The general char~
trig1ne• .Guizot remarks oC the acter oC Ferdinand, as ,!ell ~s the
ce El~al, In 0l!e oí bis lectures,. '~ircumstanc~8 .under WhlCh '1~ w~
elle Contenalt en germe ce qu' . lotroduced loto Aragon, may Justl
l'~ta.est devenue; mais' elle ne fy the· inference oí a more worldly

lt pas en commenf¡ant: elle ,paliey in its establishment there.
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vailed in Andalusia, loudly called for the introduc- CIIAPTER

tion of the Holy Office, as the only effectual means _V_Il__-

of healing it. In this they were vigorously sup-
ported by Niccoló Franco, the papal nuncio then
residing at the court oí Castile. Ferdinand lis-
tened with ·complacency.to a scheme, which prom-
ised an anlple source of revenue in the confiscations
it involved. But it was'not so easy to ,vanquish
Isabella's aversion .to measure"s so repugnant te? the
natural benevolence and magnanimity of her char-
acter. Her scrup~es, indeed, were rather founded
on sentiment tha~ reason, the exercise of which
was little countenanced in matters of faith, in that
day, when the dangerous maxim, that the. end
justifies the means, was universally received, and
learned theologians seriously disputed whether it
lVere permitted to make peace with the infidel, and
eVen whetherpromises mada to them were obliga-
tory on Christians." .

The policy' of the Roman church, at. that time,
Was not only shown in its perversion of sorne of
the most obvious .principIes of morality, but in the
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13 Essai sur les Mmurs et ¡'Esprit des Nations, chap. 176.
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. PART discouragement of all fre~ inquiry in' its disciples,
J. whom it instructed to rely implicitly in mattersof

conscience on theirsp~ritual advisers. The artful
institution of the tribunal of confe'ssion, established
with. this view, brought, asit ,vere, the whole
Christianworld at the feet of. the clergy, .who, far
fram being always animated by the meek spirit of
the 'Gospel, almost justified the reproach 'of Vol..
taire, that confessors have been the' Bource of most
of the violent me"asures pursued by' princes oí the
Catholic faith. JS .

Isabella's serious temper, as well as early educa..
tion, nattiralIy disposed her to religious inf1uences.
Notwithstanding thc independence exhibited by her
in all secular aifairs, in her o\vn spiritual concerns

, she unifor~ly te.s~ified the deepest humility, and de~
•. ferred too .1mpllcltly to wllat she deemed the supeoM

D[ lU1DJ\lrior sagacity, or sanctity, of her ghostly counsellors.
An instance of this humility may be worth record~

. ing.· When Fráy Fernando de Talavera, afterwards
archbishop of Granada, ,vho had been appointed con­
fessor to the queen,' attendcd her for the jirst time
in that capacity, he continued seatcd, after she had
knelt down to make her confession, whi~h dreW
from her the remark, "thatit was usuál for bot~
parties to kneel." '" No," replied the'priest, " clus

. is God's tribunal;. 1 act here as hisminister, and
it is ntting that 1 should keep my seat, while yo:
Highncss kneelsbefore me." . Isabella, far fro
taking .umbrage atthe' ecc1esiastic'sarrogant de~
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: .':',
24 '. .:" .... "". :. ~ . . . '. . ;. '. . .. ' .

d Sigaenza,· Historia de la Or';' virtu'esraised him from the hum­
d:nl~e San Gerónim~, apud MeD!o ~lellt condition tothe ~ighellt.pollt8
llust. Acad. d!3 JIlst. t t~m. ,VI., In the'eh\1reh!a~dgalned hlm, to
chal' 13,.--: Th18 anecdote 18 more -qtiote. that wrlter 8 words, the ap-.
iud" ~~tensbc oC the ordcr tban the 'pellation of "El sanctoJ belbUten
brj l? u~L 'Oviedohas given a arzobispo en toda Espana. '\. QUln~

e notice of this prelate, whose cuagenas, MS., dial. de Talavera,.

meanor, complied with all pumility, and was after-. CHAPTER

wards heard ·to say, "This is the. confessor that 1 VII.

wanted." 24 .

Well had it been for the Iand, if the ,queen's con- Character ot
• . her confes-

SClence had always been 'intrusted· to the' keeping :~~rque..

of persons of such exeniplary ·piety as .Talavera.
Unfortunatelj, in her early days, during the lifetime .
of her brother Henry, that charge was committed.
to a Dominican monk,. Thomas de Torqueinada, a'
native of old Castile, subsequently raised to' the
rank of prior of Santa. Cruz in Segovia, and con-·
demned to infamous immortality bythe signal part
which he performed in the tragedy oí; the Inquisi-
tion•. 'I'his man, whoconcealed more pride under
his monastic· weeds than might have· furnished. forth
a convent of his order,was one of that c1ass, with ay eneralífe;
whomz~alpasses for r~ligion, and who testify their
zeal by a fiery .persecution of those· whose creed
differs from their. own; who' compensate for their
abstinence from sensual· indulgence, by giving scope
to those deadlier vices oí tbe heart, pride, bigotry,
and intolerance, which are no less opposed to virtue,
and are far more extensively mischievous to society.
This personage hadearnestly labored to infuse into
ISabella's youngmind, to whicbhis situation asher
CO~~essorgave.himsucb .. readyaccess, ·tbe same

, spUIt of fanaticism tbat glowed in his own. For-



-"%77- =z VYI(U!

25 Zurita, Anales, toma iv. fol. honorable tes~imony to tbe ~ti:~:~
323.' ~ected integnty al ber ffl. ition,
.~ The uniform teodemess with Even in relation to the InqUlS wil"

which . tba most liberal Spanish ber countrymen would seem rs
writers ofthe present comparativa- ling·to draw aveil over h~r er:be~
!Jo enlightcned age, as. Marina, . or lo excuse har by char~.lO~ ,
Llorente, Clemencin, &0., regard 00 tba age in which sbe lV,e .• '

the memory of lsabella, affords an
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, PART tunately this was greatly counteracted by her sound
, J. understanding and natural kindness, of heart. Tor..

quemada ul·ged her, or indeed, as is stated by sorne,
extorted a promise; that,', ," should she ever come.
to the throne" she would devote herself to the 'ex..
tirpation oí heresy, for the, glory ofGod, and tbe
exaltation of the Catholic faitb." 2,5 The time was
DOW arrived when tbis fatal. promise was to be dis­
charged.

It is due to Isabella's fame to state thus much in
palliation oí the unfortunate error into which she
was Ied by hermisguided zeaf; an, error so grave,
that"like a vein in sorne noblepiece of statuary, it
gives a sinister express'ion to her otherwiseunblem-

Papal bull ished character. 26 : It was ,not,. ~ntil the queen had
aothorlzlng

:r:D~nqulli. endured the repeated imBertunities of the clergy,
particularly' of those revereI;ld persons in whom she

, most confided, seconded by the arguments of Fer-
1111\ DI J\nUJ\l dinand, that she. consented to solicit froro the pope

a buIl for the, introduction of the· Holy Office into
Castile. Sixtus the Fourth, who at that time filled
the pontifical chair, easily discerning the sources of
wealth and influencie, which this measure opened
to the court of Rome; readilycomplied witb the
petition of· the .. sovereigns, a.nd ·expedited ... a .bulI
bearingdate November 1st, 1478, authorizing theID
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2 !l1.Pulgar, Reyes Católicos, parte tive agency in the establishment oC
d tórP' 77. - Bemaldez, Reyes the Inquisition t as is claime~ ror
r a ICOS., MS., cap. 43. - Llo... him br1ater wrlters, and espeCIally
.ente, lIlst. de l'Inquisition, tomo his klnsman and biograpner, the
l. pp. 143 - 145.~Much discren- canon Salazar de Mendoza. (OrÓn.
ancy e· · r ~ 1 ¡·b 49P 1 11sta m the narrativas oí del Gran Cardena ,. l. 1, cap. ".
t u gar, Bemaldez, and other con... - Monarquia, tomo i. p. 3~6:> ~e
tbmporary writers, in reference to conduct oí this eminent mlnlster 10
Inedera of the establishment oftbe this affair seems, on the contrary,
1 o ern Inquisition. 1 hava fol. to hava been equally. politic. and
c~led Llorente, whose chronologi- humane. The imputa~on oC ~lgot­
rest:ccurabcy, hele and elsewhere, . ry was not cast upon lt, until the
lJlents~n t emost ~uthentic docu- a~e when bigotry. was esteemed a

28 D . . Vlltue.· ... i.. .
MS eb~aldez, Reyes Catblicos, 29 In the ·1nterim,·a caustic pUu--
CatÓll u 1 Supra.~ Pulgar,. Reyeslication by a. Jewappeared, con- .
no ca C03, parto 2, cap. 77. _ 1 find tainioa strictures on the conduct of
puf ntemporary authority Cor im- the. administration, and even on. the

lng to cardinal Mcndoza an ac- Christian religion, which ,vas con-
VOL. l. . .

to appoint two or three ecclesiastics, inquisitorsfor CHAPTER

the detection and suppression. oí heresy throughout _V_II_o_

their donlinions. J7

~he queen, however, still averse to violent mea­
sures, suspended the operation of the ordinance,
until a more lenient policy had been first tried. By
her command, accordinglJr, the archbishop of. Se~
ville, cardinal Mendoza, drew up a catechism ex-
hibiting the different points oí the Catholicfaith,
and instructed theclergy throughout his diocese to
apare no pains in illuminating the benighted Israel-
ites, by means .of friendly exhortation ·and a candid
exposition of tbe tme principIes of Christianity. ~8

How far the spirit of these .injunctions was complied
with, ~Plid the' excitement then prevailing, may' be
reaso~ably aoubted•.... Therecould be lit le .doubt,
however, that a report, made two years Iater, bya
commissionoí ecclesiastics with Alfonso de Ojeda
at its head, respecting .the 'progress of tbe reforma-
tion, would benecessarily unfavorable to the Jews. .29
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Enforcel tbe
Papnl bulL

.. .31Thi~ ordinance, inwhiehLlo­
rente discems the ñrst re~ular len­
croachment of the neW tnbun~ °a
h ' ""1" "d" 't"on was aullet e C1Vl Juns le 1 , .. bility

partIy at theAndaluslan. nO Jew:
wha atTordcd a shalter tothef; llen
ish fogitives. . Llorente ,has a of
into tlie error,more tban íDAicoB
speaking oC the c~unt o e ara.t~
and marquis ofCadlz, as ~r both
persons. .The .possessor Leon
titleswas Rodrigo ponca def the~
who inheríted tba former o(which
from bis'fatber•. The ·latt~r strious
he afterwards.· made 80. illuconfer­
in the Moorish ~ars) ,was . ..

THE INQUISITION.

In consequence of this report, the' papal provisions
were enforced by the nomination, on' the 17th of
September, 1480, of t\VO Dominican monks as in·
quisitors, with two, other ecclesiastics, the' one as
assessor, and the other, as procurator nsca1, with
instructions to proceed at ·once to Seville, and enter
oh the duties of tlíeir office. Orders ,vere also
issued to the authorities oí the city to support. the
inquisitors by al} the aid in their power" . But the
new institution, which has since become the miser­
able boast of the Castilians, proved so distasteful to
tbem' in 'its origin, that they refused allY cooperation
with its ministers, and indeed opposed such delays
and embarrassments, that, during the first years, it
can scarcely'be said to haveobtained. a footing in
any other places in Andalusia, than those' belonging ra'
to·,.the'crown. so . ,

./., On the 2d :of .January, 1481,. the court com­
menced operations. by thepublication ~'of an edict,
followed by severa! others, requiring all persons to
aid in apprehending and accusing aH such as tbelt
·might know, , or· suspect to be' guiltyof heresy, .

troverted .at lenqth by Talavera,
afterwards archblshop of Granaaa~
The scandal oceasioncd. by this ill..
tímed production undoubtedly con­
tributed to exacerbo.te the popular
odium a8'ainst the Israelites.
.. 30 It 18 worthy oC remark, tbat

"tbe ramaDa cortes of ToJedo, as­
sembled but a short time ~revious
to the abovementioned ordlnances,

. and which enacted severa! op~res-'

sive law8 in relation to tba Je\V8,
made no allusion whateverto the
proposed establishment of a tribu­
nal, .which \Vas 10 be armed with

.snch terrmc powers.
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~~~. 00 him by Henry IV., ~eing ·:Oeity is. one . that the .peISec~te.d
whi~h~ÍladrOlI1 the city oC that name, might join in, as heartilt>as ~bell
ClOWn. been usurped from thc,.. oppressors. ." Exurge. . onune.;

32 judica causa~.tuam ;. caplte noblS
the LT~e~isto~anofSevillequotes vulpes." ZUUJg3, .A.nnales de Se-
of th atln.lnsc~ption onthe portal .villa, p. 389. .
of th: ddifice ID. which thesittings .' 33 OrdeDan~as Reales, lib~ 8, tít.
Ita . read tnhunal were' held•. 3.., ley .26._ .,. .

eouel d" .u lng apostrophe to the

and holding out the illusory promise of absolution to. CHAPTER

such as should· confess their errors within a limited VII.
I

period. As every mode of accusatión, even anony-
mous, .was invited, .the number of. ·victims 'multi-:­
plied so fast,·that the tribunal found it'.convenient
to remove its sittings from the convent of ·St. Pan],.
within the city, .to the. spacious fortress of Triana,
in the suburbs. Si

The presumptive proofs, by which the charge of Proof"s oC
, Judalsm.

Judaism was established against the accused are so .
curious, that a few of thero may deserv~ notice. ·It·
was considered good evidence oí the faet,. if thepris-
oner wore better clothes, oro .cleaner linenon the
Jewi-shsabbath than' on other'days of the ,veek; if
he had no fire in bis house the preceding evening;
if hesat attable with Jews; er atethemeat oL a~i-: ra y Generalife
ma]s slaughtered by their hands, or drank a 'certaln
beverage heldin Inuch estimation' by them; if. he
was~ed a~ eorpse in ~warm water, 'or' when dying
túrned his face too the wall; or, finally, if he' gave
lIebrew names· too his. children; a.· provision· most
whimsically cruel, since, by" a law oí Henry. the .
Second, he was. prohibited under severe .penalties .
from giving them Christian names. . He must haya
found· itdifficult to extricate himself fram the horns
of this dilemma. ss .·.·.Such' are a few of the circum-
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PART stances, ,sorne of thero purely accidental 'in their
l. nature, others the result of early habit, which might

well have continued after a sincere conversian to
Christianity, and a11 of them trivial, on which capi­
tal aCCllsations were to, be alleged, and even satis­
factorily established.s.

Thelsnguin. ,The inquisitors, adopting the wily and tortuous
ary proceed- _ "

::~:i~ft~~. policy of the ancient tribunal, proceeded with a ,de-
spatch, which shows that they could have paid little

, , deference 'even to this affectation of legal' form. On
the sixth day of January, six convicts suffered at the
stake~ Seventeen more were executed in March,
and a still'greater number in the month following;
and' by the 4th of November :in "tbe same year,
no less than two hundred and niriety-eight individ~

.. uals had been sacrificed in the autos da fe of Seville.
• Besides .these, the mouldering remains of many,

who had been tried and convicted after tbeir deatb,
1111\ D[ J\nD were torn up from their· graves, with a hyena-lika

ferocity, which has disgraeed nQ other court, Chris­
tian 1 or Pagan,,' and condemned to' ,the common

funeral pile. . This was preparedon a spaci?uS
stone scalTold, erected in the suburbs of"tbe clty,
with the statues of four prophets attacbed to tba
corners, to which the unhappy sufferers were bound
for the sacrifice, and which the worthy Curate oí.
Los Palacios celebrates \vith much 'complacency aS

ihespot, "where hereties wereburnt, and ought to
burn as long as any canbe found."S5; ...........•....

e",,';' , .• " ,'",- ,; ",;,'" ',;:. ' . ,'.. de
• 34 Llore!,te,. Hiet. de ¡'Inquisi- MS., ea)'. 44. ....;.Ll~rente, ~..:L.

tlon, 10m. 1. pp. '153 - 159. l'InquÍ81tion, tom. 1. p. 1:1:8 ,fol.
35 Bemaldcz, Reyes Católicos, Manneo, C()S38 Memora ", ,t



16 . .. ;.:'. ..:'.... : ,; ,. ..'..... ..'. .
as~· -: The Janguage ofBernaldez .ment offanaticism continued t.o,
9u pphed lo tbe (our atatnes of the disgrace Sevilla till 1810, when lt
18 e:ader~, "en que los quemavan," was removed in order.to make· .
80 oequlVocal, that it has led· to.. room for tbe constructlon of a
as:~ doh

ubts whether he meant to .battery agai~st the French. :' ..
Weret t at the :persons to be burnt 36 L.Manneo, Cosas Memora­
fastenenclosed In the statues, Ol: bIes, fol. 164~ -Bemaldez, ~eyes .
sequ ed to th~m ••. Llorente's su~ •Católicos, MS~,cap. 44.-Mana~a,
to~ examlnation has led him' lib~ 24, ~P: .17. -- ~lorente, Hl8t. .
siti rd ~he first horrible 8Uppo- . del'InqulSlt10n t .uhl supra. -:L.
cru~~ WhlCh realized· tbe .rabled ... Marineo diffuses the 2,000 capItal

y of Phalaris. _ This monu- executions over severa! years. He·

253THE INQUISITION.

.Many oí the, convicts were persons estimable for CHAPTER

Iearning and probity; and, among these, three cler-. VII.

gymen are named, together with other individuals
filling judicial or high municipal stations. The
sword oí justice was observed, .in· particular, to.
strike at the wealthy, the least pardonable offenders
in times of proscription.

The plague which desolated Seville this year,
sweepingoff fifteen th~usand inhabitants, as if in
token of the wrath of Heaven at these enormities,
did not palsy for a moment thearm of the Inquisi.,.
tion, ,vhich,· adjourning to Aracena, continued as in-'
defatigable as before. A similar persecution went
forward in other parts of the province of Andalusia;
so thatwithinthe same year, 1481, the number of
the sufferers wascomputed· at two thousand burnt ra yGener "ife'
alive, a still greater number in effigy, and seventeen
thousand reconciled; a term which must not be un-

. derstood by t e reader to signify any thing like a
pardon or amnesty, but only .the cotnmutation of.
a. capital sentence for inferior· penalties, .as 'fines,'
CIvil incapacity, very generally total confiscation oí
~roperty, and notunfrequently imprisonment for
hfe. 36 . .. . ..
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The Jews were astounded by the bolt, which
had fallen so unexpectedly upon them. Sorne suc­
ceeded in making their escape to Granada, others
to, France, Germany, or Italy, where they appealed
fram the decisions of tbe Holy ·Office to the sove..
reign pontiB: 37 Sixtus the Fourth appears for a
moment to have been íouched with something like
compunction; for herebuked the intemperate zeal
of the inquisitors,' and even menaced them ,vith
deprivation. But these feelings, it would seem,
were but transieIÍt; ror, in 1483, ,ve find the same
pontiff quieting the scruples of Isabella respecting
the appropriation oí the confiscated property, and
encouraging both sovereigns to prQceed in the great
work o( purification, by an audacious, reference to
the example oí Jesus _Christ, who, says he, consoli~ al
dated hiskingdom on earth by thedestruction o,f
idolatry; and he concludes.· with imputing tbeIf
successes in the Moorish war, upon which they had
then: entered, to thcir zeal for the '. faitb, and prom..
ising them the like in future. In the course of the

.'. .

Bums Up tne variOUB severities oí .again, .who .sinéerely .rep'ent, :~~
tha Holy Office in tha following not\vithstandíng tha hemous •
frentle terma. "The church, who of their transgressions"mere1y :~,
18 the mothcr of merey and the· tenees to perpetual impn$onm.en 'oí
fountain oC charity, content with Such were the tender mercles
tha imposition of penances, gen- tba Sj>anish Inquisition., . rds
erously accords lifa, lo many who 37 Dernaldez slates, tbat gratbe
do not deserve it.While tboso were ¡osted at the gates ~event
who persist obstínate1y in their er- city o Seville in arderiD ~ hin"
rOr8 t after being imprisoned 00 tha the emigradon oí the eWlforbid..
testimony of trust·wortbywitness- habitants, which indeed waTbe tri"
es, she .causes ' to. be put 10 tha den under pain oí deatb. ter ter­
torture, and condemned to the buna), however, had g~:cceeded
flames; ~80memíserably,~ri8h, be-' rore for t~em, Bl?d manye• .Reyes
\Vailingtheir errara, and. invokiog. in .. effecung_tbell" .. escap .. '
the name oC Christ, while athera ,Catbli~o8IMS .•, cap. 44. ";,,
call upon tbat oC I\'loses. Many


