
CHAPo XIII.] REACTION.

CHAPTE'RXIII. .

JUnl

THE REGENT'S AUTHORITY REESTABLISHED.

Reaction.-Appeal to Arms.-Tulllult in Antwerp.-Siege of'Yalen­
ciennes.- Tlie Government triumphant.

1566, 1567. .

.THE excesses of the iconoclasts, like most excesses,
recoiled on toe hea¿;.OF tlíose :wIí02committetl tlíemra y .Generafife
.The Roman -Cathblid members of. tHe league with-.
drew::, as w:e have seen, from an association which

, .connectea. tHem, however remotely, with deeds so '
atrocious. Other Catholics,' who had looked with no
unfricndly eye on the revolution, now that they saw
it was to go forward over the ruins oí their religion,
'Yere onlyeager to show theirdetestation of it, and
their loyalty to the government. TheiLutherans,
who, aaulready noticed, .had never moved in-rnuch
.harmony with the Calvinista, were anxious tothrow
the whole blame of .the excesses on the rival sect ; and
thus the breach, growing wider and wider between the .
.two great divisions of the Protestants, worked infinite
'pr~j udice to the common cause' of reform. . Lastly,
men like Egmont, who from patriotic motives had
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< 1"Il Y a plus de trois mois,'
qu'elle se leve avant le jour, et que
le plus souvent elle tient conseille ,
matinet le soir ; et tout le reste de
la journée et de la nuit, elle le con­
sacre adonner des audiences, a Jire
les Iettres et le~ avis qui arrivent

de toutes parts, et a déterminer les
ré sponses a y faire." . Correspon­
dance de Philippe n., tomoi. p. 496.

Sleep seems to have been as su­
perfluous to Margaret as to a hero
of romance. , .
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'\~nd was by ' no means "intended to cover the per­
formance of other religioús rites,as those of baptism,
marriage, "and burial, whichshe ' understood were
freely practisedby thereformed ministers. She pub­
lished anedict reciting the terrible penalties oí,the
'law' against all .offenders ' in,this way; ,and she en­
joined the" authorities to enforce the execution of it
to the letter.! '

"The Protestante loudly complained of what they
termed amost perfidious policyon.vthe part of'the
regento "I'he right oí public preaching, theysaid,
naturally included thatof performingthe other re­
ligious ceremonies of theReformed Church. 'f t was
a. cruel mockery to allowmen to profesa a religión,
and yef .not 't o practise the rites which belong to it.
- '1'lie construction given ' by Margaret to her edict .

, , m~st be admitted -to s: vor ,somewliate~¡.: t1ie~spirita yGenerallfe
of that given by I?or tia ito Sl:lyloc~'s contract. The

JUnTR n Pound oí fíesh might indeed be ' taken.; ~ut ifso m~ch
as a; a rop oí blood fol1owed,woe to him that took it l

This measure was succeeded by others on the part
of the 'goverrúnent of a still more decisive character,
Instead oí the civil magistracy, Margaret now showed
ber purpose to call in the 'aid ofa strong military
force 'to execute the laws." ' 8 he ordered into the
country the Ievies látely raised for .her in Germany.
These she augmented by a: number of Walloon"regi- '
rnents ; and she placed them under the command of
Aremberg, Megen, and other leaders in whomshe
confided. She did not even 'omit the prince .of

2 , Strada, De Bello Belgico, tomo i, pp. 289, 290;
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Orange, for though Margaret had but little confi­
dence in William, she did not care to break with him,
To the provincial governors she wrote to strengthen
themselves as much .as possible by additional recruits ;
and she ordered them to introduce ' garrisons into
.such places as had shown favor to the new doctrines.

The provinée oí Hainault was that which gave the
greatest uneasiness to the regento The spirit óf in­
dependencewas proverbially high amongst the people ;
and the neighborhood of France gave easy access to
theHuguenot ministers, who reaped an abundant
harvest in the great towns of that district. The
fiourishing commercial city of Valenciennes was par..

__~_ ticularly tainted with heresy. Margaret ordered
Philip de . Noircarmes, governor of Hainault, to se:
cure the obedience .of the .place by 'throwing into it

. , a. garrison oí thr.. ee companieslo.11 horse lanüas mátijeneralife
ji offoot. CO . J RADE"C · .T RA

When .the regent's wiU was announced to the
JUl1TR Dr :,nnpeople .of Valenciennes, it .met atfirst with no oppo-

sitien. 1 But among the ministers inthe town was a"
Frenchman named IJa Grange, a bold enthusiast,
gifted with a stirring eloquence, which gave him im­
mense ascendency over the masses. This man told
the people, that to receive a garrison would bé the .
.death-blow to their liberties, and that those of the ..

. reformed religión would be the first victims. .Thus
'warned, the citizens were now eve~ more unanimous
in refusing a garrisonthan they had before been in
their consent to admit one• ... Noircarmes, though
much surprised by this suddenchange, gave the in­
habitants sorne days to consider the matter before
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placing themselves in open .resistance to the goveru:­
mento The magistrates and sorne of the principal'.
persons in the town werewilling to obey his requisi­
tion, and besought La Grange .tooprevail on the
people to consent to it, . ~, 1 wouldrather," .r eplied
the high-spirited 'preacher, " that my tongue .should
cleave to the roof ofmymouth,and -thatI should
become dumb as a fish, than open my lips to per:-

.suade the people to consent to socruel andoutrageous '
an act."3 Finding the inhabitants stillobstinate, the
general, by Margaret's orders, proclaimed the city to
be in a state of rebellion,-.· proscribed the personsof
the citizens as traitors to their sovereign, and con-
fiscated their property. At the same time, active
prepara'tions were begun for laying -siege to the place,
and r.roclamation was made in the regent's name
prohibiting the people 0tirtHe )NetnerIantls t from af~a yGeneralife
forüing any' aid, by; coul1sel, arms; or money, to the

JUnTR n r ebellious ( city, under the pena~ties incurred by
. t reason. . ' . _

But the inhabitants of Valenciennes, sustained by
the promises of their preacher, were -nothing daunted
by thesemeasures, nor by ,the formidable ' show oí
troops which Noircarmes was assembling under their
walls. Their townwas strongly situated, tolerably
well victualled for a siege, and filled 'with a population
of .hardy burghers devoted to .the cause, whose spirits
were raised by the exhortations of -the consistories in

3 "J'aimerais ' mieux que ' my et déraisonnable." Chronique con­
langue fUt attachée au palais, et temporaine, cited by Gachard. Cor­
devenir muet, comme un poisson, respondance de Philippe n., tomo i.
que d'ouvrir la bouche pour per- p. 561. note.
suader au peuple chose tant cruelle
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the neighboring provinces to tbe of good courage,
astheir brethren would speedily come to their relief.

The high-handed measures .of the government
caused great consternation through the country, espe·,
cially amongst those of the reformed religion. A
b~isk correspondence went oIÍ between the members
of the league and the consistories. Large sums were
raised by the merchants well affected to the cause, in
orderto levy troops in Germany, and were intrusted
to Brederode for the purpose.· Itwas also determined

, that a last effort should be madeto soften the duchess
bymeailsof 'a petition, which that chief, at the head
of four hundred knights, was to bear to Brussels.

__...... But Margaret had had enough of petitions, and she .
...........- bluritly informed Brederode, that, if he carne in that

guisé, he would find the gatesofBrussels shut against
. him. ,P. . Monu , ,enta ce laAlhambra y enerafife

,.StiU the sturd:r cavalier. was not tE> Be balked in

JUl1TR DI J\nn his .~urpose ;'an~, by meansof an agent, he caused the
petl Ion to be laid before the regento It was taken
up mainly with a remonstrance on the course pursued
by Margaret, somuch át variance with her promises.
It particularly enlarged on the limitation ofher license
for public preaching. In conclusiori, it besought the
regent to revoke her edict, to disband her forces, to
raise the siege of'Valenciennes; and to ,respect the
agreement she hadniade with tbe league ; in which ,
case they wereready to assure her of their support in
maintaining order,
, Margaret laíd thedocument before her council, and
on the sixteenth of February, 1567, ananswer which
might be rather .seid to be addressed to the country
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at large than to ' Brederode, was published. The
duchessintimated .her surprise that any .mention
should be made of the league; as she had supposed
that body had ceased toexist, since so manyof its
members . had been but too glad, after the late out- . ,
rages, tomake their peace with the government. ' As
to her concession of public preaching, it could hardly
be contended that that was designed to .authorize the
sectariesto .lay taxes, levy .t roops, createmagistrates,
and to perform, ,among other. religious rites, that of
marriage, involving the transfer of large amounts of
property. She could hardly be thought mad enough
to invest them with powers like these. She admo­
nishedthepetitioners not to compel their sovereign
to forego his native benignity of disposition, It
would be well for them, she hinted, to give less heed, '. .
to public aifairs,and more oJtlieirfown f and sH@ffinraYGenerallfe
cluded with the assurance, that slie would t ak:e good
cáJ;e t hat t he ruin which theyso confidently pre-
dicted fortlie ,country should notbe brought about
by them." , '

'I'he haugbty tone of the reply showed too plainly
that the times were changed ; that Margaret was now
conscious of her st-rength, and meant teuse it, The
confederates felt that the hour had come for action,
To retrace their steps was impossible. Yet their
present position was full of' peril. The rumor went
that King Philip was soon to come, at the headof'a

4 "Suadere itaque iliis, ut a
publiois certe negotiis abstineant,
ae res quique suas in posterum cu­
rent : néve Regern brevi affeotu­
rum ingenitm benignitatis oblivisei

cogant. Se quidem omni ope cura.'
turam, ne, quam ipsi ruinam com­
minentur, per bree vulgi turbamen­
ta Belgium patiatur," ' Str ad:r, De
Bello Belgieo, tomo i. p.295.
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powerful force, to take venge ánce on his enemies.
To remain as they were, without resistance, would be
to offer their necks to the stroke of the executioner.
An appeal to arms was all that was 1eft to them..
This was accordingly resolved on. The standard of
revolt was raised. The drum beat to arms in the
towns and villages, and recruits w.ere everywhereen­
listed. Count Louis was busy in enforcing levies in
Germany. Brederode's townof Viana was named as
the place of rendezvous. That chief was now in his
elemento His restless spirit delighted in scenes oí
tumulto . He had busied himself in strengthening the
works of Viana, and in furnishing it with artillery

_~_ and military stores. Thence he had secretIy passed
...oIIIII1IiiI - over to Amsterdam, where he ·was occupied in

~rganizing · resistance amongthe ReoRle,already, by .
tlieir fond rRss . fo~ t llem~w aoctrines, ~eIrnüisposedenera ll fe
to it, CONS ,JR·A O ( 'RA . . .

JUnTR DI l\ftD Hostilities~rst.broke out i:n Braba~t, where Co~nt
M:egen was foiled In an attempt onBois-le-Duc, WhICh
had refused to receive a garrison. He was more for­
tunate in an expedition against the refractory city of .
Utrecht, which surrendered withoutastruggle to the
royalist chief. .

e In other quarters the insurgents were not idle. : A
body oí sorne two thousand roen, under Marnix, Lord .
oí Thou1ouse, brother of the famous Sto Aldegonde;
made a descent on the island oí WaIcheren, where it
was supposed Philip wouId land. But they were
baffied in their attempts on this place by the loyalty
and valor oí the inhabitants. Failing in this scheme,
Thoulouse was compelled to sail U)? the Scheldt, until



CHAPo XI~I.J TUMU~T. IN ANTWERP. 95

JUl1TR

he reached the Tittle .village oí,Austruweel, about a;

league from Antwerp. There hedisembarked his
whole force, and took up his quarters in the dwellings
of the inhabitants. From this place he sallied out,
making depredations on theadjoining country, burn­
ing thechurches, sacking the convents, and causiñg
great.alarm to the magistrates of Antwerp by the con­
fidence which his pl"esence gave to the reformedparty
in that city.
. -Margaret saw the necessity oí dislodging the encmy
without delay from this dangerous position. She deo'
spatched a body ofWalloons on the .service, under
command .oí an experienced oflicer.named Launoy.
Her orders show the mood she was in. " They are
miscreants,"she said, "who have placed themselves
'Beyoncl the Rale of mel"c:y.. Show them no mercy then, . . . .
PUt exterlninate with fir~andrs'~Sld 1" 5 TIáunoy'rt>f a YGenerallfe
a rápid march, arriveél! at ~ustruweel., C,];Hougl1 taken
nnaWiares, 'Xhoulouse and his roen made agallant re­
sistance; ana. a fierce action took place almost under
the walls 'ofAntwerp.

The noise of the inusketry soon brought the citi­
zensto the ramparts; and the dismay of the Cálvinists
was great,as they beheld the little army ·of ·Thoulouse

. thus closelybeset by.'t heir enemies, . Furious at the

spectacle, :they now called onone another to rush to
-v the rescue of their friends. Pouring down from the

ramparta.they hurried to thegates of the city. But
th~ gates were l~cked. !his had been doneby t~~e

. 5 "-Nec .uÜis conditionibus f!.ecti supplicium commeritos, ferro et
te patera ad 'clementiam ; sed ho-.. ígni quamprímüm dele," Ibid., p.
mines scelestos,atque indeprecabile 300. . , .
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order of the Prince of Orange, who ·had moreover
caused a bridge across the Scheldt to be broken down..' ,
to cut off all communfcation between the city and the
camp oíThouIouse.

The peopIe now IoudIy called on the authorities to
deIiver up the keys, demariding for what purpose the
gates . were closed.Their passions were Jcindled to
madness by the sight of the rwife-c- now, alas l the
widáw-of Thoulouse, who, with streamingeyes and
·dishevelled hair, rushing wildly into .the crowd, : be­
sought them piteously to save her husband and their
own brethren from massacre,

It was too late, .After a short though stout resist­
_~~ .ance, the insurgente had been idriven from the field,

......---- añd taken refuge in .their defences. These were soon
set on fire, Thoulouse, with many of ,his followers, · .
per.ished iltlie flánlQs~ .. ,0tll~rs, fa ¿toia tHis .dr~aáfuIenera l l fe
fate, cut tHeir way .tHrough tlie .enemy, ana pIunged

TI into the ScheIdt, which .washes the b~se of the high
land occupied by the village. There they .miserably
perished in its waters, 01' were pierced by the lances
of the enemy, who hovered on its borders.. Fifteen
hundred were sIain. . Three hundred, .who survived,
surr énderedthemselves prisoners. But Launoy feared
an attempt at rescue from the neighboring city;
and, true to the orders .of the regent, he massaered
nearly all of them on the spot! 6

. While this dismal tragedy was passing,the mob

6 "Periere in ea pugna qum jussu, quod erupturi Antverpien­
prima cum rebellibus commissa est ses, · opemque reliquiis vietre fae­
In Belgio, Gheusiorum mille ac tionis allaturi crederentur." Ibid.,
quingenti: eapti eirciter trecenti,p. 301.
jugulatique peené omnes Beavorii
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ímprisoned .within .the walls 'of .'~twerp "was raging~

'. and bellowing like the waves, of 'thé .ocean chafing
wildly against the rocks that. 'confine them. .. Wit~

fierce cries, they demanded that .the gátes,shoúld be ,
opened, 'c álling on the magistrates with bitter.impre..,
cationsto deliverup the k~ys. :The magistrates had

. no mi ñd ,to f ace 'the Infuriated populace.: , Butthe
prince of Orange fortunately, at this crisis. r.did .,no~',

hesitate to throw himself into the midstof the rumult, .
and take on .himself .tlie whole responsibility óf..the

. affair .: .I t was byhis command that. the gates had
been closedv.in order that the regent's ,troops~ if vic­
torious, might not eriter the city, and massacre those

.of the reformed religion.. . 'I'his plausible.explanation
,did riót sat.isfy thepeople. . Somecalled out that the, .
true '-motive was,' not to sáve the , Calvinista ~ll' the' .
city, out t ri 'prevent:their' assisting ctileir ' brethr~n ide j
the camp. - One man, more auélaciollS ' tHan t,ne ,rest,

JUl1T1\ ¡rais~d a musket .t ó the prince's breastcsaluting him. .
at the 'same time, with theepithetof" traitor l " .But,
the fellow received ,no support .from hiscompaníons;
who, ' in gerreral. :entertainéd :too ' great ;' ,respect for:

. 'Yillíam to offer anyviolence tohis persono
. .; U nable to appease the tumult, the prince was borne
alongby the tide,' which now . rolle<1, back from the.
gatestothe Meer Bridge, where .itsoon receíved__ such
accessions that the number amounted to more ,than.
.ten thousand. : The 'wildest ,-schemes:'were' then.agi-'
tatedby.thepopulacaamongwhom no 'one appeared
to takethe lead. " Some werefórseizirig the ,H8tel 'de
.Ville; and turnirigout the' magistrates.... ..Others 'weré:"~

for sacking. 'th é convente, and driving-theirInmates, '
VOL. 1I. H

e er if



JUl1T

.98 REGE:NT'S AUTHQRI'¡Y RE-EST.AJ3LI8HED.:· [BOOK'U.·

as well as all priests; from the ·city. Meanwhile,they .
had got possession of some pieces of artillery from the .
arsenal, .with which they fortified the bridge. Thus
passed the long .' nlght ; -, . the armed . multitude
gathered together like a dark cloud, ready atany
moment to burst in fury on the city; · while the
defenceless burghers, especially those .who had any
prop érty at stake, were fílled with the most .dismal
apprehensions.

Yet the Oátholics contcived to convey sorne casks
of powder, it is said,under theMe~i"Bridgc,resolv- ,
ing to blow it into the air withall upon it, as soon
as their enemies should make a hostile movement. ' -

AH eyes were now turned on the prince of.Orange
,as the only man at all capable of extrícating them
from their perilous situatíon, William ~ad stationed
a guard over tBe mint, ana another at tlieJ!I~tel de

. . Ville, to pFotect these iJ5uildings írom die populace: .
Dr 1\nn ..A ~reat part ?f this anxious night he sp,ent in. endea-

vormg to bring about such an understanding be,.¡
tween the two greatparties _of the Catholics and '. the
Lutherans as should enable them tú act in concert.·
This was the less difficult, on account of the jealousy ,
which the Iatter sect entertained .of the Calvinists.
The force thus raised was swelled by the accession oí:
the principal merchants and rnen of substancaas well
as most of the foreígners resident in the city, who.
had less concern for spíritual .matters than for the
security oí life and fortune. 'I'he fol1owing morning
beheld the mob of Calvinists -fofnled into something
like a military array, their .green. and white banners
bravely unfurled, and the cannon whichthey had

" . ; . ,:

al
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taken from the arsenal posted in front. . . On the oppo-.
site side of the great :square before theH~teldeVille :

were .gathered the forces of the prince of Orange,
which, if wanting artillery, were consi~bly superior
in numbers to their adversaries, The two hosts now
stood face to face, as ifwaiting only the signa! to join
in mortal conflict. : But no roan was found bold
enough tú give the signal- for brother to Iift his
hand against brother.
.. :At thisjuncture Wllliam, with a small guard, and
accompanied .by the principal magistrates, . crossed
overto the enemy's ranks, and demanded an interview ~

with the leaders. · 'He represented to them thé '.mad-:
ness oí theír present course;which, even ifthey.were.
victorious, must work.infinite .mischíef to the cause..
I t would beeasy for them to obtainby fair means all .
theX couldprqpose bY '~iolence~~nd Íor hi~o~Heprátt,~a YGeneralife
he conCIuded, howber 'weU disposea to them He now

JUnT1\ might be, ina single drop of blood were shed in 'thís
quarreI; lie wouldhold them from that hour as ene-. ,

roles.
The remonstrance of the prince. raidedby. the con­

viction oftheir own inferiority in numbers.iprevailed
over thestubborn temper oí the Calvinista. They
agreed t~ a~ accommodation,one of the .articles of
which was, that no garrison should be admittedwithin
the city. The prince of Orange subscribed and swore
to the treaty, on behalf of his party ; and it isproof
oí the confidence that even the Calvinists reposed . in

. him, that they laid down their armssooner thán either
the Lutheranaorthe Catholics. .Boththese, however, '
speedily followedtheir example-. The marthtlarray"

.x 2
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which had assumedso nienacing an aspect.aoon melted.
away, - Ó ; The ·soldier . of án hour, subsiding into the:
quiet burgher, ·went .about -hia -usual business; -and
tranquillity and arder .oncemore reigried within the
walls oí Antwerp.-· . Thus, by the coolnessanddiscre-.
ti ón of á single roan, the finest cityin the Netherlands
was saved from irretrievable ruin." .
:.. It .was about the-middle ofMarch, 156?; .that the
disturbances occurred at Antwerp, During this time:
Noírcarmesw ás.enforci úgthe blockade of'Valenciennes,

but with littleprospect of'bringingit toa speedy issue.:
The .inhabitants, confident in their.strength, had made
more than one .successful-sally, burning the .cloisters

______in which .the general had Jodged ' part of his troops, .
and carrying backconsiderablebooty irito the city. It

......_~---:Was evidenttha~ to reduce the place by blockadewould..
be al work of no liUle ~im~. (>.. .e .. A~htlm : .· a, . . :nera1
" 'Margaret wrote tú ~er. brot-her..to ootain his 'per­
missiori to' resort · to morevigorous 'measures,-· and,
' l "wit liout ·,further' .delay, .t o bomberd the-place, . But
Philip peremptori1y refused. It was much to hia-re- ,

. gret, he. said, tbat. thé siege oí so fair ,a city 'had
been undertaken. Since it had been, nothing re­
mained .but to .trust , to .a ' blockade for its reduc.."
tion,": ' ., .' ' .. ' . '
: :.J\t :.this time an army of'theconfederates, s~m.e

. . . -

. 7 For the account ofthctroubles · i.p. 247.-CorI'espondance de Phi~
in Antwerp, see Correspondance . lippe n.,.tom. i.pp. 526, 527.~
de Marguerite d'Autriche, p. 226. Vander Haer, De Initiis Tumultu- .
et seq.-:Archiv~s ule l~.• Maíson . um, pp. 314-317. -Rehom de
d~Orange-N:assau, .~om. m, p. 59. Francia, Alborotos de Elandes, .
- Strada, De ' Bello"Belgico, tomo MS. ' . .'
i. pp. 300-303.-Brandt, Refor- 8 Strada, De Bello Belgico, tomo
mation in the Low Countries. 'wol, i. p. 310. ... . . ' ' .'
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. three or four thousand strong, appeared in -the.neigh~
borhood of Tournay, designedpartly to protect. that
town, which had refused .a garrison, and partIy. to
create a diversión in favor of'Valenciennes... No.sooner
hadNoircarmes got tidings oí this, than,leaVing a
sufficient detachment to .: carry on · the blockade, he
madea rapid.marchwith therest ofhiaforces.came
suddenly "on the enemy, :..engaged himjn. a. pitched
battle, completelyrouted him. iand 'drove his scattered
Iegions up to"the walls oí 'I' óumay. .T hat city,. Ii.ow
incapable oí resistance, opened its g~tes at once, and
submitted tú the terms oí. 'the conqueror, who jsoon
returned, with hia wictorious army; to resume the
siege of Valenciennes. . .'.
.~ But-the.confidence of the inhabitantswas not shaken,
On tlie contrary, under the' delusivepromises of their
preacher, it seemed to .r ise liig4er :t lían: ever, a!lá 'tHeya J

rejected ,'with '.scorU. ever.;y: invitat~0n ' ,t ó .·su~reI.lder; ·

Agairi the .r-,egent wrote .to .her -brother, that; unless
~e 'alIowe,CI 'more active operations, ~here w~s great
dangerthe place would berelievedbythe Huguenots
00 the frontier, or by' .the -Gueü'x,,'whose troops were-
scattered through the 'country..' ' " . ..
".: . Urged by the last consideration, Philipyieldeda :
reluctant assent to his sister's wishes. But 'in his
Ietter, 'd át ed on the thirteenth 'oí March, heínsisted
that, before resorting'toviolen ce, pérsuasion and me­
nace should befirst tried ;. and-that, in ,case. oí an
assault, great care should be had that no harm carne
to theold and infirm, :to womenor children, e to any,
inshort;.who were notfound actually in arms:against

. H ti - .



" 9 Strada gives an extract from : rum modó.jsemímqueso mulierum
the Ietter: "Deinde si deditio non abstinerent ; sed civium nullus, nisi
sequeretur; ínvaderent quidem ur- dum ínter ,propugnandum ,se hos­
bem, quodque militum est, age.. .tem gereret, enecaretur," Ibid.,

, rent; aessdibus tamen non puero- p. 311.
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the government.9-· The clemencyshown by Philip on
this occasion reflects infinite credit on him; and if it
be .disposed of by sorne as mere policy, 'i t must be al...·
lowed to be a policy near akin -tú humanity, It forms
a striking contrast with the ferocious mood in which
Margaret indulged at this time" when she seems to
have felt that a long arrear of vengeance was due
for the humiliations she hadbeen compelled to en..
dure.

The regent lost no time in profiting by the royal
license. She first, however, proposed, in 'obedience to
her ínstructions, to see what could be done by milder
measures. : ~ She sent two envoys, Count Egmont and
the duke of Arschot, tú 'Valenciennes, in order tú ex­

----- ;I?ostulate with the citizens, and if possible bring them
to reason. ' The two nobles represented to the people
tne folly of attempting to~cope, tlius single-1ianaed, as re
it were, with tlie go:v:er.nment. Tneir Bjllies had been

Ddiscomfited one after another. With the defeat before
Tournay must have fadedthe last ray of hope, They
besought the citizens to accept, while there was time;
the grace proffered them by 'the duchess, who was
willing, if the town submítted, that such as chose
to leave' it might take their effects and gO' wherever'
they Iisted. .

But .the people of Valenciennes, fortified .by the
. promises of their leaders, .and witha blind confidence
in their own r,esources, which had hitherto proved

Dr R
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effectual, held lightly ·both the argumentsand "ofrers
of the envoys, who returned to thecampof Noír­
carmes greatly disgusted with tbe ill-success of their
míssion. 'I'here was no, room for further delay, and

. preparations were made for reducing the place by more
active operations, .

Valenciennes stands on the crest oían eminence
that sweepsdown by a gradual slope towards the
river Scheldt, which, washing thawalls of the city,
forms a good defence on that quarter. The ramparts
encompassing the town, originally strong and of great
thickness, were no~ somewhat impaired by age. Théy
were protectedby a wide dítch, which in sorne places ,
was partially choked upwith rubbish.The walls
were welllined with ártillery, and the magasines pro- .
videdivitnammunition. .l u short, the place was one ' r .

which, in earlier da~s, from tlífst~hgth lof it~w7)'rl&=3 YGeneraüte
as wel1 a~ its natural position, might have emoarrassed ,

JUl1TR nan .arm~ ~bre formidable than 'that whic~ now Iay
Eeforé it. . . . :', .

.The first step oí Noírcarmes was to contract his
lines, and closely to invest .the town. Henext availed
himself of a dark and stormy lllght ,to ' attack one of

. the suburbs, which he carriedafter .a sharp engage­
ment, and left in the icharge -of .some -companies oí
Walloons. ' .

.The fol1owing day these troops opened a brisk fire
onthe soldiers who defended the ramparts, which was
returned by the latter with equal spirit. . But while
amusing the enemy in this quarter, Noircarmes or­
dered ·a battery to be constructed, consisting atfirst
oí ten, .afterwarda oí twenty, heavy guns and mortars,

H4
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;hesideS' ;~ome lighter píeces.j-From-thls batteryhe
oponed a well-directed and .most disastrous fire on the _
-city,demolishing sorne oí the principal edifices,which,
from their size, afforded aprominentDlark. The'
,g~eat .tower of St. 'Nicholasyon which sorne heavy
ordnance was planted, soon crumbled under thi~ .fierce
cannonade. und itsdefenders were buried -in itsruins.
,At Iength, at the end of four hoursythe .Inhabitants,
unable longer 'to endure the sto~m of shot and shells
which penetrated every quarter oí the .t own,: so far
humbled theír pride 'asto .request a parley. . To this
~oir~armes assentedybut without intermitting his fire
for amoment.
" The deputies informed the general, ' ~hat ' th~ city

. :was, willing to capitulate on the: 'terms beforeipro-
......_-__. posed by the .F lemlsh nobles. . B tit Noircarmes'con­

temptuously.t Qld tqem( thata" things iWene IiQt' ~owenera f ife
. . J

as they then W:ere, an<:l · it was iIIot his ;wont to talk
of terms "with a fallenjenemy." ro . The ; deputies,

JUnTR nt RnU greatly discom:fited by the reply, returned to. report
the failure .of theírmission tú 'their townsmen.
.' Meanwhile the iron .tempest .continued with pitiless
fury. .The wretched people could find noirefuge
from it in. their--dwellings, whichfilled the streets

. 'with theirrtlins. Itwas not, however.till two-and­
thirty hours more had passed away thata practicable
breach .was 'made in , the walls ; whil é rthe 'r ubhish
which had tumbledinto the fosse from the crumbling
ramparts . afforded ia tolerablepassage for the be~

o ' ,

. · 10 ~'Quasi vero, inquit, vestra tes e egocerte conditionibus non,
conditio eadem hodie sit, ae nudi- transigo cadente cum hoste." Stra­
ustertius, Sero sapitisValencena- , dar.De BelloBelgico, tomoi. p. 314..
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' ~iegers; on a .level nearlywith 'the breachItself ~ By
, this passage Noircarmes now ,prevared to:mar~h into
the cíty, throughthe open breach, at the head of his
.battalions. ', ': '.' ' , ':

e - , The 'people oí 'Valenciennea too Iateuwoke from
theirdelusíon ..: .'I'hey were no longer cheered by the
voiceof their fanatical leader, forohe 'had provided
.for his 'own safety byflightrand, preferríng ,any fate
tothatof being delivered over:to the ' ruthless sol...
diery of :Noircarmes, they offered at once to surrender
~he town at discretion, throwing 'themselves onthe
mer~y, "oí their victor. . Six-and-thirty hours -only
hadelapsed since the batteries of the ' besiegers .had '
opened theirfire, and duringthat time 'three thousand

. bombs hadibeen thrown .into -the cityll;"whichWá~

;tliought scarcely less .than amiracle in 'thatday..' - , '
-. 'Qn th:~ , secondof .April, ,1567, : just ,fou~ : . montli~ a
.aft ér the commencement oft1ie 'siege, t llevictorious '
~rhl~ IIiaryhedintoValenciennes. As jtdefiled through
theJong ~nd,narrow streets, which showed .signs of

, the dismalfray in their shattered edifices; and in the
dead..and : dying .still .st retched on the pavement, 'it
w;as . :r.n~t. by t!OOPS of' women and young maidens
'bearing 'green branches in their hands. vand deprecat; ,
ing with tears and piteous .lamentat ions the' wrath
oí. the conquerors. Noircarmes march~d"at once to
theto~n.house,wh~re he speedily~elieved the ~uni~
eipal functionaries oí all responsibility, 'by .tur riing
'themout oí offlce. His "next .care was toseize the
persona ,oí the z~alous: ministers . ·and .the . other

:, 11 ','~' Fer~ntqu~ , ter mÜli~s -es- gu~m ' h?minu~·· majori strage."
plosas murales machinas, moomum . lbld.,ubIsupr~. · . , '.. ' " : ' ..
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leaders. ' .Many had already. contrived tomake their
escape. Most of these were soon after taken, the
preacher La Grange 'among fhe rest, and tothe num­
her of thirty-six were sentenced either to the scaffold
or the gallows.P ,The general then caused the citi­
zens to be disarmed, and the fortifications, onwhich
weremounted eightypieces of artillery, to be dis­
mantled. The town was deprived of its privileges
and immunities, anda heavy :fine imposed on the in­
habitants to defray the charges of the -war . The
Protestant worship was abolished, the churches were
restored to their former occupants, and none but the
Reman Catholic service was allowed henceforth to be
performed in the city. · .The bishop of Arras was in­

......_~:..:-- vited to watch over the spiritual concerns oí the in-
..... babitants, and a strong garrison of eight battalions

was quartered in ithe Hlace, to secure orClerrand c.main-
tainthe 'autlíoritJ5 ofi t líe':crown.13

1\ 'RA
, The keys of Valenciennes, it W&S commonly said,

JUnTR nr :J\n Uopened to the regent .t he gates of all the refractory
cities . of tbe Netherlands, Maestricht, ' 'I'omhut,
Ghent,Ypres, Oudenarde, and other places which

nera ¡fe

12 So states Margaret's histo­
rian, who would not be likely to
~xaggerate the number of those
who suffered. The loyal president
of Mechlin dismisses the matter
more summarily, without specify­
ing any number of victíms. " El
señor de Noilcarmes se asegur6 de
muchos prisioneros principales Bor­
geses y de otros que avian sido los
autores de la rebelion, á los quales
se hizo luego en diligencia su pley­
to." (Renom de Francia, Alborotos
de Flandes, MS.) Brandt, the his­
torian .of 'the Beformatlon, (vol. i.
p.25I.) tells U8 that two hundred

, were said to have perished by the
hands of the hangman at Valen­
ciennes, on account of the religious
troubles, in the course of this
year. , ,.' i

13 For information, more or less
minute, in regard to the siege oC
Valenciennes, see Strada, De Bel­
lo -Belgico, tomo i.pp. 303·315.
- Vander Raer, De Initiis Tu­
multuum, pp. , 319-322. - Mete­
ren, Hist. desPays-Bas, fol. 49.--­
Correspondance de Guillaume le
Taciturne, tom, ii.p.501. - Re­
nom . de ' Francia, Alborotos de
Fl.andes, MS.
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had refused to admit a garrison within their walls,
now surrendered, one after another,.to Margaret, and
consented to receive her terms. . . In like manner
Megenestablished the royal 'authority in the pro..
vince of Gueldres, and Aremberg, after a more pro..'
longed resistance, in Groningen and Friesland. In ~a

few weeks, with the exception oí .Antwerp and sorne
places in Holland, the victorious arms oí the regent
had subdued the spirit of resistance inevery part of ,
the country.l" The rnovement of the insurgente had
been premature. · . . .

14 ' Strada, De Bello Belgico, tomo i. pp. 315.323. et seq,. .
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CHAPTER XIV.

. JIPI? .JI• .J

[nOOK Ir;

·1567. .

THE perplexities inwhich the regent had been in-
......._--__ volved .had led her to .conceive a plan, early in Jan-:- " . .

uary, 1567, tlíe idea oí iWliicli mayJlíavel15een1suf e ne afit
gested by tlie similar.plan or Yiglius. Thi(was to
reguire an oath from the great nobles, the knightsof

n:ene Golden Fleece, and those in high stations, civil
or military, that they would yield implicit and un­
qualified obediei'tce to the commands of the king, of
whatever nature they might be. . Her object in this '
measure was notto secure a testof loyalty. ·. She
knew full well who were the friends and who were
the foes of the government. But she wisheda decent
apology for ridding herself of the latter ;and it was
made a condition, that those who refused to take the
oath were to be dismissed from ofñce.

The measure seems to have met with no opposition
when first started in the couneil ; .where Mansfield,
Arschot, Megen, Barlaimont, all signified their readi-

nl n
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ness to sign the oath. Egrnont indeed raised sorne
. scruples. ' After the oath oí allegiance he had once
taken, a newone seemed superfíuous. : :The, bare
word. of a .man oí: honor . and a chevalier :oí. the
Toison ought to suffice." But after ia short corre- .
spondence on the eubject.bis ,scruples vanished be... .
fore the argumenta oropersuasions of the regento .
. , Brederode, who held a military command, was not
oí 'soaccommodating a temper. ,'Hé.indignantlY,ex­
clainied; that it was a base 't rick of . the government,
andihe. understoodfhe drift of it. -: He 'r éfused to
subscribe..the oath, and .atoonce , threw up : his .com..
mission. ' The Counts Hoorne and oHoogstraten de-
clined also, .but in !llore .temperate terms, and ,r e':'
signiBg their employments, withdrew to their estates
in tlie ·:country. , . ': , ;' ' ; " ,: ,. ~ '. :
r: The·;pet'son. ofmost irilpor tance~a1 . the~r~nce ofa
0 ránge ; and it wasnecessal'Y to approach him 'with
the :gr.eatest caution,; . Margaret, it is true, hadJong
since,witñdrawn from himher confidence. . .. But he
had too much consideration and authority.Jn the. ·
country .for her to .wish ~ to break 'With ·him.· " No~
would shewillingly.give him eauseof disgust,: .She
accordingly addressed him a note. .couched. in .·th,e=
mostinsin úating termsshehad at her command, :
, " She .could not .doubt he would bejeady t? set :a
good example, when his example would beso -im- '

''1
!.

1I
, \\

l.
i
\
j

1 "Il ne comprenait pas pour­
quoi la ~ouvernante insistait, apres
qu'il .lui avait écrit une lettre de.
Sil. main, contenanttout ce que
S. A. pouvait désirer d'un gentil-o
homme d'honneur, chevalier de

l'Ordre, naturel vással du Roi,ét'
qui toute sa vie avait fait le devoir
d'homme de bien, commeIl le fai­
sait encore journellement," Cor- ,
respondance de Philippe JI. tom. i!,
p.321., . ' , . . . . . " ' .
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estes, successeur des Seígneurs,"
etc. Archives de la Maison d'O-
range-Nassau, tomo iii. p: 44. ' , '
" 3 ·u Servir et m'employer envera

, et contre tous, et comme me sera .
ordonné de .'sa part, sans Iimitation
ou restrinction." Ibid., ubi supra.

, 4. "Jeseroys aulcunementobligé

" TRANQUILLITYRESTORED.110

... .. ... .... :'

2 "Ferez cesser les calumnies
que ,dictes Se semer contre vous,
ensamble tous ces bruits que scavez
courrir 'de vous, encoires qué en
mon endroict je les tiens faulx et
que a tortils se dyent; ne pou­
vant croire que en ung ceeur noble
et de telle extraction que vous '

nt

portant in the perplexed condition of the country. :
Rumors had beencirculated "to the prejudice oí his .
loyalty. "She ,did not give them credit, .She could.
not for a momentbelieverthat hewould so far dis.. ·
honor his great name and his il1ustrious ,desc ént
as to deserve such a reproach ; and she had nodoubt
he would gladly avail himself of the present.occasion '
towipe away all suspiclon." ;
" 'I'he despatch inclosed a form of the oath, bywhich
the party wasto bind himselfto '" serve fhe king,
and act for 'or against whomever .his májesty might
command, without restriction ,or limitation,".8 on:

pain oí being dismissed from office,
~__ ,' William was not long in replying to arequisition,

to obey ,which would leave him Iess freedom -than
.........._--_ mignt be claimed by the meanest peasant in 'the

country. <vritlie twerity-eigntli1 ofa.A:pril, tlíe , s~me enera
day on whicliJ he recei:Y.e<1 toe letter, He,iWr ote to the

n regént,decllning in the most positive terms to take
:elle oath. Such an act, he said, would oí itself
imply that be' badalready violated the .oath he had
previouslytaken. ' Nor could he honorably take it,
since it mightbind him to do whatwould be con.. ..
trary to the dictates oí his own , conscien~e, as well
as to what he conceived to be the true interests of
his majesty and .th~ country.' ' .. He 'was aware that

J
'-
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et constrainct, le cas advenant, que. 5 "Vous asseurant que, OU que
on me . viendroict a commander seray, n'espargneray jamais mon
chose qui pourroit venir centre ma : corps pi monbien J?ou~ le service
conscience ou au déservice de Sa de Sa Maté et le blen commun de.
Maté et du pays," Ibid., p. 46. . oes pays." " Ibid., p.·47. '

, ,

.such a demand on the regent's part was equivalént
to a dismissal from office, He begged .her, therefore,
to send sorne one .fully empowered to . receive. his
commissions, ' since he was ,ready forthwith to sur­
render them. As for .himselfcheehould withdraw
from the Netherlands, and .wait until bis 'sovereign -;
had time to .become satisfied of ,hiafidelity. . But
wherever he might be, he should ever ibe .j-eady to
devote 'both: life.. and property to the serviceof the
king andthe common weal oí the country,5 · 1

Whatever hesitation the prince of Orange Play· ', ", ¡""

havebefore felt as to -thecoursc he was to take, it
was olear the time had now come for decisive action. . ' t
Though the steady advocate ,oí, political reform, his . \
poliey, aswe have seen, p.ad been to .attempt .this ¡
by cppstitutional methods, not by violence. ,.. ,But all ' .. :!

his more ~oderat~ . ~lans naa .lleen lovertlir own 'oy ay Ge erahf ;l
th é explosion of .tlie Iconoclasts. [1h~ outrages then , ' ' :

. nernetrated had bothalienated the Catholics and I
~

<lisgustea:,. tne. more rmoderat e .portionof .t he Pro-
testants ;while the divisions of the Protestante . '

,among ithemselves hadso far paralyzed their action,
that the whole strength of the party of.reforin hado
never been fairly .exerted in theconflict.. -T hat con­
flict, .unprepared as theuation .was for' it, had been
most disastrous. 'Everywhere thearms oí the regent
had been victorious. It was evident the hour .for
re~istanée had not yet come,
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vertrauwen freundt tímb uns haberi,
deme wir unser gemüthe und hertz:
recht erdffnen dorffen." Ibid., P' :
39.

6 rsu, p. 42; ,:, . , ' ' . .
7, "In ansehung das wir in dissen

Hinden .alleín seindt, und in hoch··
sten noten undgefehrden Ieibs
und Iebens stecken.vund keinen-

.. Y et 'for William toremain in ' his presenüposition
was hazardous in the extreme. Rumors 'had gone
abroad that the duke oí" .A1va would. soon .be,in ·the·
Netherlands, at thé head 'oí a force sufficient toput
down all opposition. . " B éware of ,Alva,",'.said ihis

wife's kinsman, the ' landgrave ofHesse, to William ;
"1 'know him well." 6 'I'hetprince.ofDrange talso
knew him ',well, - 'too well to trust. him. .. He knew
the' hard, inexorable nature of the roan who was
now coming with .an arrny at his back.rand clothed

-with the twofold authority of judge and executioner.
Thefirst ,blow 'would, he , knew, "be aimed at thi
highest jnark. To await .'Alva's coming would .be

---... tooprovoke hís fate. Yet the prince :felt ·a11 the
dreariness oí- his situation. : " 1 .am .alone," he wrote

......._ ...- . to d ie ,LandgraveW~niatn of Hesse," with dangers . , ' ,
menacing ' me" on su siaés,-,tyet :~ithout i..ónJJ trustye~p atlf
friend towhom 1 can opel). iny near t / '·7·

D1\ Margaretseems to have been les's ' prepared than,
miglit have .been expected for the decisionof Orange,
y et ~he determined not to aet him depart from tbe
country without ,án .effort to retaín. him.. '..She ac~

cordingly sent her ,secretary; Berty; : to othe ·princc'- ",
at .Ant werp.. to enterTnto .the .mat ter more ,"freely;
and, if possible, prevail on him to review the grounds.
of his decision. 'William freely,and at some length,
stated his reasons for declining the oath.. . " If .1
thus blindly surrender rnyself to théwillof the king¡

;; .
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l .mar be driven 'to do .what is most ·repugnánt .to
my principIes, especially in the sternmode 'of dealing

. with the sectaries. 1 maybe compelled to denounce
someof myown family, even my wife, as Lutherans,
and to deliver them .into the hands of .the executioner.
Finally," said he, "the ki~g ·.may send ~ sorne- one in
his royal name to rule over us, to .whom itwould be
derogatory for me 'tosubmit." , Thenáme oí '~.Alva"

escaped, as if involuntarily, from his lips, - ' and he
, was silent."

. .Berty endeavored to answer .the .objections oí the
prince, but the Iatter; interrupting him -before he
had touched on the duke oí Alva, bluntly declared

. .

that the king would never be content ~while one oí
his great vassals was wedded to a ' heretic. It was
liis purpose, therefore, to leava the countryat once,
and retire to'.Ge:r.many; and ;with tBis remark1 líe '1

abruptly closed the conference. .
, The secr.eta:ry, though mortified at his own failure,
oesouglit William to consent to añ interview, before
his departure, with' Count ' Egniont, who, Berty .
trusted, might be more successful. .To this William:
readily assented. This ' celebrated . meeting .. took
place at ·Willbroek, a vilIage between Antwerp and
Brussels, .Besides the two Iords' there were .only
present Count Mansfeldtand the secretary. .
.: After sorne'discussion, ín .which each of the friends
endeavored to win over the other to his own way oí
thinking, . William expressed the hope that Egmont
would savéEimself in time from the bloodytempest

8 Strada, De Bello Belgico, tomo i. p.319. ,
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that, hepredicted, was soon to fall on ' the heads of
the 'Flemish nobles.9 "1 trust in ..the clemency oí
tny sovereign," answered .the count; "he cannot deal
harshIy with roen whohave restored .order to the
country." "Thisclemency youso extol," replied
Willia-m, "wiU be your ruin. Much 1 fear that the
Spaníards wiU make use oí .you as '~ bridge,to effect
their entrance into the country!" 10 With this omi..
nous predíction 'on his lips, he tenderly embraced
the count, with tears in his eyes, bídding .hima last '
farewell, .And thus .the two frieIlds parted, like men
who were never to meet again.

The different courses pursued by the two nobles
were such asmight be expected from .the difference
bf both .their characters and their circumstances.
Egmont, ardent, hopeful,and confiding, easily sur-
rendere~ Hi~en:to tlíe, illusi9ns 01 lliis (ownrfaifcy;eneralife
as if events were to sl1ape themseives ac'cording to

JUnTR DI Rnn his wishes. Ile had not the far-seeing eye oí William',
wllicli seemed to penetrate into events as it did into
characters. Nor had Egmont learned, like William,
not to put his trust , ita princes. He was, doubtless,
as sincerely attached to his countryas the prince oí
Orange, and abhorred, Iike him, the system of per­
secutíon avowed by the government, But this per~

secution fell upon a party withwhom ,he had, littly
sympathy. William, on the otherhand, was a mero..

9 "Orasse illum, subduceret sese,
gravidamque cruore tempestatem
ab Hispaniá impendentem Belga..
rum Proeerum eapitibus ne oppe­
riretur." Ibid., p. 321.

10 "Perdet te, inq~it Orangius,

bree quam jactas elementia Regis;
Egmonti; ae videor mihi providere
animo, utinam falso, te pontem scí­
licet futurum, quo Hispani ealeato,
in Belgium transmittant," Ibid.,
ubi supra. . '



11 The secretary Pratz, in a let­
"ter ofthe 14th of April, thus kind1y
notices William's departure: "The
prinee has'gone, taking along with
him half a dozen heretical doctora
and a good number of other sedi­
tious rogues." Correspondance de
Philippe n., tomo i. p. 526.

JUl1TR
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'ber oí that party,' Ablow aimed 'at' them was aimed
also at him. I t is easy to see howdifferent were the
stakes 'of the tworiobles in the coming 'contest , both
in respect to 'their isympathies and their ' interests.
Egmorit was by birtha Fleming. His estates were
in Flanders, and there, too, were his' hopes of'worldly
fortune. .Exile to him would have beenbeggary and
ruin. Buta large, if not the larger part of William's
property, lay without the confines of the Netherlands.
In withdrawing to Germany, he 'went to his native
Iand. His kindred were still there. ' With them he
had' maintained a,constant correspondence, and there
he would be welcomed by troops of friends. It was
a horqe, and no place 'of exile, that 'William was to

"fín d in Germany.
. Shor.tl~ after this interview, the p'rince went to his , .
estates at "Breda, tner'e ~on~emMn a' fe~ laays beforeay Generallfe

, , ,' 1 , "
'quittirig the country.!l1 'Prom Breda; ñe wrote tú
Egmont, ' eXRressing ' the hope that, when he had

'weighed them in his mind, he would-becontented
with the reasons assigned for his departure. ·· The
rest he would 'leave to God, whowould 'order all :to'r
his own glory. ." Be sure," he added, "you have no
friend more warmly devoted to you than myselfj for
the love of you is too deeply rooted in roy heart to be
.weakened either by time or distance," 12 It is pleasing

12 "Tibi varo hoc persuade ami­
ciorem me te habere neminem cuí
quidvis libere ' imperare .potes.
Amor enim tuieas egit radices in
animo meo utminui nullo temporis
aut.locorum intervallo possit." Ai-..
chivesde la Maison d'Oranae-Nas-
sau, tomo iii, p. 7o~ :.' , o

12
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1ftOís not easyto understand whyrespondance de.Guíllaume ie TaCi­
William shouldhave resorted to turne,tom. ii. p. 371. .
Latin in his correspondence with 14 William's only daughter was
Egmont. . . , ' " _maid 'oí .honour to the regent, who

. - 13" Ayant , tousjours porté en .made no objeetion to her accom-
vostre endroit , l'affection que je . panyingber father, saying that, on
pourrois faire pour ung mien :6.1s, - ,t be young lady's return, sbe would
ou parent bien proche. Et vous ' find no diminution of tbe love that
vouspovez de ce confier, toutes les had been always . shown . to her,
fois que les occasions se p,résen- Ibid., ubi supra~

° teront, que fera:y le mesme," Cor-

era
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't o see that party spirit had not, as in the case of niore
vulgar .souls, .t he .power to rend .asunder. the .t ies
which had so long. bound these greatirien to each
.other; to .see them still turning back, with Iooks oí
accustomed kindness, when they were entering the
-paths .that w~re to .Iead in such opposite directions.

Williamwrgtéalso tri , the king, acquainting him
withwhat -he had done, and explaíning the grQuhds
.ofit.; .at"the samezimerenewing .thedeclarat ion that,
.wherever he. mightbe, .he trustednever to .be ' found
.wanting to the oblígations of a true and faithful vas-
-sal.' 'Before leavingBreda,. the prince receíved a
.letter from the politic regent,more amiable in its

~ .import than might have .beenexpected. .Perhaps it
was not whollypolicy that .made .her unwilling to
..part 'with -him in anger. 'She-ex pressed her readiness
,t o .do him any:.fav.on in .her power.. I, She l 1aa alwayse
.felt for him', ~He . ~aia, toe sameaffection as for her
.own son, and should ever continué 'to .do SO.13

nu, .~n 't he lastofApril, " Vi1liª~ departed for Ger-
many. . He took with him all his household exc~pt

.hiseldest son, thecount of'Buren, thena boy thi~teen

-years old, who was pursuing jiia .studies at the uni­
':V,ersity -of .Lcuvain.' ! . Perhaps Willia~ trusted ';t 9 "

DI
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the immunities of Brabant, ':or to theitender ag~ ,of
the youth, for his protectiori. . If' .SO, he grievously
niiscalculated. .The .boy would serve as too .important
a hostage forhis father, and .P hilip causedhím tobe
transferred to Madrid; ' where, :under the .monarch's
eye, he was "educated in' religious ~s wellus in' po- . '
litical 'sent iments very Iittle in .harmony with those
of .the prince of 'Orarige. :. 'Fortunately.vthe younger
brother, Mauríce, who inherited the vgonius. oí. his
father, and.was to carry down hisgreat name .to an­
other generation, "ras allowed to rec éive his training
under the paternal roof." , . .

Besides his family, ·.William was .accompanied by,a
host of friends and followers, sorne 'of them persons of
high- co'nsideration, . who preferred banishment :with
liirn to encountering the troubles that awaited them
at horneo Thus attenaea, lie , ll!Xed his 'r esi<1encé .at3

p~llernburg,- in:Nassau; ~He ~eator. !líisancestoJ.!~,and

the place of his ownbirth. ' He there 'occupied him­
self witH stiidyiug the .Lutheran doctrine 'under.'an
experíenced teacherof that persuasion 16; and, while

,he. kept a watchful eye on the events passing in his
unhappy country, 'he' endeavored to make himself

15 According to Stiada, some fora parent, '~t must be admitted,
thought .that ,William knew well ,Yet it is ' not very dissimilar from
what he was about when he left . that .. p úrsued .by. William's owa.
his son bebind hím at Louvain; father,who,-, a .stauneh Lutheran
and tbat he would bave had no himself,· aUowed bis son ' te form
objection that the boy should be part of the imperial household.und

, removed to Madrid,-considering- ."to be therenurtured in the Roman
t~at, if things went badly with Catholic faith. See Strada, De
himself, it would be well for the Bello Belgico, toro. i. p.373. .
heir of the house to have a .hold l.6 Archives de la. Maison d'O..
on the monarch's ·favor. This is range-Nassau, tom. iii; P.. l00~ .
rather a cool 'way of proceeding

1 3
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17 "PQur ne le jecter d'advan- Iuy dire qu'il seroit doncques aínsy
taige .en désespoir et perdition, qu'il avoit faict, et qu'il revinst au
aussy en contemplation de ses pa- conseil." Correspondance de Mar;
rens et alliez, je n'ai peu excuser . guerite d'Autriche, p. 238.
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acquainted with the principIes of that glorious Re­
formation, of which,in connection with .political
freedorn, he was one day to become the champion.

.The departure oí the prince ofOrange caused ge..
neraI consternation in the Netherlands. AH who
were in any way compromised .by the late disturb- .
ances watched more anxiously than ever the signs of
tbe corning tempest, as they felt they had lost the
pilot . who alone. could enable them to w.eather it.
Thousands prepared to imítate his example by quitting
the country before it was too late. Among those
who fled were the Counts Culemborg, Berg, Hoog..
straten, Louis of Nassau, and others of inferior note,

___~ who.passed into Germany, where they gathered iuto
a Iittle circleround the prince, waiting, like him, for
happier.days.

Sorne of tlíe greaiJlorCls,wno liad held out agaiyst Je
the regent, now ~eft . alone, intimated tlieiu willingn~ss

to comply with herdemands. "Count Hoorne," she
writes to Philip, ~'has offered his services to me, and
declares his readiness to take theoath. If he has
spoken too freely, he says, it w~s not from any disaf­
fection to the government, but from a momentary
feeling of pique and irritation. 1 would not drive
him to desperation, and from regard to his kindred 1

. have .consented .thathe .should 'take his seat in fhe
council again.'''17 The haughty tone of the duchess
shows that she felt herself now so strongly seated as'
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18 William was generous enough ' in ~atin, dated from Breda, April
to commend Hoorne for this step, 14;, In Archives de la Maison d'O-

.expressing the hope that it might . range-Nassau, tomo iii. p. 71.
induce such a spirit of harmony in . 19 Strada, De Bello Belgico, tomo
the royalcouncil as would promote l. p. 322. .
the interests of both king an d 20 Correspondance ' de ' :Margue-'
~~nJ',l.tr:. See tbe letter, writte n rite d'Autriche, p. 235- .

" to benearly indifferent whether- the person she dealt
, with were friend or foe."

Egmont, at this time, was endeavoring tomake
amends for the past by such extraordinary demon­
strations oí loyalty as should efface all remembrance
of it. , He rode through the ,l and o.t the head of his
troops, breaking up the consistories, .arresting the
rioters, and .everywhere reestablishing the Catholic
worship. He loudly declared that · those who would
remain his 'Íriends must give unequivocal proofs of
loyalty to the crown and the Roman Catholic faith.
Sorne oí those with whom he had been most intimate,
disgusted with this course, and distrusting, perhaps,
such a deposit for their correspondence, sent back the
.lett ers they had received from him; and demanded
their. own in return.P

~t.Brussels Egmont enterea irlto. ~ll tl1e g~~etie~a
of the court, displaying ":nis usual. magnificence in
costl)7. fétes and o banquets, .. which the duchess of

arma sometimes honored with her presence. The
count's name appearsamong those which she men-

. tions to Philip as of persons well affected to the
government. " .It is impossible," she says, "not to
be satisfied with his conduct." 20 Thus elated .by .the
favor oí the regent-. next 'in importance to othat oí
royalty itself-.the ill-fated nobleman cherished the

. fond hope that the past would now be completely ef-

J nTR·



120 TRANQUILLITY RESTORED. lBOOK H.

f~ced from the memory ofhis master,·-a master who
might forget a benefit, but who was never known to
forgive an injury. "

The great towns throughout the landhad now
generally intimated their willingness to submit to the
requisitions oí M~rgaret, andO manyof .them had ad-

o mitted ,garrisons within their walls. ' ·Antwerp only,
.of the cities .of Brabant, remained intractable. At
lengrhit yielded to the general impulse,and a depu­
tation was sent to the regent to sue for her forgive­
ness, and to promise that the Ieaders in the late dis­
turbances should be banished from the city. · This
was a real triumph to the royal party, considering

~-~the motley character ofthe population, inwhich there
........_- 'Yas so large an infusion of Calvinismo But Mar-

g.aret, far fr.om showing hersatisfaction, cooll~ .an- I'~
, d " h h n ~ ' ' .p ..a . ? 2 H enera 11 eswere ,t at t e~ must fifst receive a garrlson; t en

she "would intercede for tl1em wit~tlie king, arid
JUl1TR Dr J\n w;ould herself consent to take up her residence in the

city. In this the inhabitants, now well humbled,
affected wíllingly to acquiesce; andsoon after Count
Mansfeldt, at the head of sixteen companies oí foot,
marched into Antwerp in battle array, and there

.quartered his soldiers as in a conquered capital.
A day wasfixed for the regent's entry, which was

to be made with all becoming pompo Detachments
of troops were stationed iri the principal avenues, and
on the thirtieth of April Margaret rode into Antwerp,
escorted by twelve hundred Wal1oons, and accom­
panied by the knights of the Golden Fleece, the great
lords, and..the provincial magistrates. As .the glit­
tering procession passed through the files oí the
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. ' soldiery, ' along the-principal streets, it was greeted
with the huzzas of the fickle populace, ,Thus cheered '

_on her way, the regent proceeded first to the cathe­
'dral, where Te Deum was chanted, -and on her knees
. she returned thanks , to theAlmighty, thatthis great
, city had been restored without ,bat tle ' 01" blood-

shed to the king and the true faith." .As her eyes
wandered over the desecrated altars and the walls

, despoiled of their ornaments, their rich sculpture and
paintings, by the rude hand oí ,violence, Margaret
could n()t restrain her ,tears. ' Her first care was to
recover, as far as possible, the stolen property, and
repair the inj uries to the building; the next, to punish
the authors of these atr ócities; and the .executiori "in
the"market-place of four of the ringleaders proelaimed

........-t·-o-·-t lie people of Antwer,,B that the 1"eign of1\anarchy .
.. I dnl d

was over. Y .

Margaret next caused t lie churclies of t lie reformed
JUl1TR Upa:cty¡ ~o Be Tevelled with 'the ground. Those of the

Romish faith, after being purified; and the marks of
violence, as far as practicable; .effaced, were restored
to their ancient occupants. ' The Protestant schools
were everywhere closed. " The childrenwho had been
baptized with 'P rotestarit riteswerenow re-baptized
after the Catholic.22 . In fine,- the reformed worship
was interdicted 'throughout the city; 'and thatof the
Romish church, with its splendid ritual, ' was esta-
blished tu its place. ' .

_ -On 'occupying Antwerp, ~Iargaret had allowed all

21 "Egit ipsa ~rivatim magnre
Virgini grates,quod ejus ope tan­
tam urbem sine prrelio ac sangui­
ne, Religioni Regique reddídisset,"

Strada; :De 'Bello Belgieo, tomo i,
p. 328. . .
, 22 Brandtv-R éformatlon in the
Low Oountries; tom.i•.p. 254.
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who were not implicated in the late .riots toleave the
city ·with their effects. Great numbers now availed
themselves of this permission, and the streets pre- .
sented the melancholy spectacle of husbands parting
from their wives, parents from their children, or, H
might be, taking their families along with them to
sorne ,kinder land,where they would be allowed to
worship God according to the dictates of their own
consciences.

But even this glimmering of a tolerant spirit, - if .
so it can be cal1ed,-' which , Marg~ret exhibite9- at the
outset, soon faded awaybefore the dark-spírit of ·the
Inquisition. ' On the twenty-fourth of May, she pub-

_--. lished an edict, written in the characters of blood
~~_ wltich distinguished the worst times of Charles and

......_- o~ Philip. ..By : this edict, all who had publicly
preached, or who naa :p'erfo~med tHe religious ~xer- enea
cises after tIle Frotestant manner, aH.wlio had fur-
nished the places of meeting, or had rharbored or
aiaedI'the preachers, all printers of heretical tracts,
or artists who with their pencil had brought ridicule
on the Church of Rome, - all, in short, who were
guilty of these or similar iniquities, were to be pun..
ished with death andconfiscationofproperty. Lighter
offences were to be dealt with according to the mea; ·
sureof their guilt. .The edict containing these hu~ ·

mane provisions is of considerable length, andgoea
into a large specification oí offences, froro which few,
if .any; of the reformed could ~ have been entirely ,
exempt." When this ordinance of the regent was

23 Gachard has transferred to his documento See Correspondance de
notes,the w,hole oí this sanguinary Philippe n., to~. i. pp. 550, 561. :
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known at Madrid, it caused great dissatisfaction.
The king pronounced it "indecorous, ' illeg~l, and
altogether repugnant to the true spirit of Christi­
anity 24 ; andhe ordered Margaret forthwith to reyoke
the edicto It was accordingly repealed on the twenty­
tbird ofJuly following. The reader wbo .may be
disposed to join heartily in the malediction may not
be prepared to learn that the cause of the royal in­
dignation was not tbat the edict was too 'severe, but
that it was too lenient ! It nowhere denounced the
right of private worship, A roan might still be a
hereticat heart andat his own fireside, so long as he
did not obtrude it on the publico This did not suit
the Jnquisition, whose jealous eye penetratedinto the
houses and the hearts oí men, .dragging forth their ,
secret thoughts into 0Ben da);, and punishing these . G' I'~

l· l .! tM ' th -;J I 1 1!." la ora ,y enera rreuce over acts. argare , au sometlllng ~et to earn
in the school of persecutiorr.25 1:

JUl1TR DI Whilelat ~ntwerp, the.regent received an embassy
from the elector oí Saxony, :the landgrave of Hesse,
and other Protestant princes of Germany, interceding

..for the oppressed Lutherans, and praying that she

24 "La 'peine et le mécontente­
ment qu'il a éprouvés, de ce que
l'on a fait une chose si illicite, si
indécente, et si contraire a'la re­
ligion chrétienne." Illid., ubi supra.

25 Viglius was not too enlight­
ened to enter his protest against
the right to freedom of conscience,
which, in a letter to his friend
Hopper, he says may lead 'every
one to 'setO up his own ' gods '­
"lares aut lemures"- according
to his fancy. Yet , the president
was wise enough to see that suf-

ficient had been done at present in
breakin~ u~ the preachings.. " Time:
and Philip s presence must do the
rest." (Epistolre ad Hopperum, p.
433.) "Those," he says in another
letter, "who have set the king
against the edict have greatly de-:
ceived him. They are having their
ovation before they have gained .
the victory, Theythink they can
dispose of Flemish affairs as they
like at Toledo, when hardly a
8paniarddares 't o :showhis head
in Brussels." .Ibid., p; 428.
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would not consent to tbeir being so grievously vexed ,
by the Catbolic government, Margaret, who was as
little pleased with the plain terms in which this re­
monstrance was conveyed as with the object of it,
coldly replied, that the late conduct of the Flemish
Protestants doubtlessentitled them to all this sym..
pathy from the Germán princes ;hut she advised the

, latter tobusy themselves with ,their own affaire, and
leave the king ofSpain to manage his as he thought
best." "

. . . . . . '. " . .

Of all the provinces, Holland was the onlyone
which still made resistance to the wiU of 'the regento'
And here, as we have already seen, was gatheredu
military array of some strength. < . The head-quarters
were at Brederode's town of Viana. But that. chief
had left his followers for the present, and had been
secretly introauceHintoT.A:msterdamit,vlle:te, as roefó;ree n e ra fife
'noticed, he was JjusM in ,'rousing aJ sEiri~ oiJ resistance

, in the citizens, already well prepared for it by their
JUl1TR nr J\nn ¡(1rotestant preachers, .The magistrates, sorely an-

noyed, would gladly havo rid themselves of Brede­
rode's presence, but he had -too strong a hold on the

, people. . Yet, ,as hour after hour bróught fresh tídings ,
of the dísastersof his party, the chief himself became
awarethat all hopes of .successfulresiatance must be .
deferred to another day. . Quitting the city by night,
he contrived, with the aid of his friends, to make his
escape into Germany. Sorne months he , passed in
Westphalia, occupied with raisingforces for a medi- .
tated invasion of theNetherlands, ' when, in thesum-

26 , Archives de la l\Iaison d'O- -Strada, De Bello Belgico, tomo i.
range-Nassau, tomo iii, pp~ 80-:-93. p. 329.
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the spirit of daring enterprise with
the careless gayety of the bonViVfl71t,

: and othrow far more lizht than the
stiff, statesmanlike cor~espondence
of theperiod on the character, not
merely of the writer,but of the
disjointed times in which he Iived,

. CRUEL REPRISALS. ··R AP . XIV.]

, ,

. .mer-of .1568, he . was carriedoff by afever, brought
on, it is ·said, by his careless, ,intemperate ' way of
life.27 , .

. Brederode .was a person 'oí a freeand fearless
temper, ,- ' with the defects, 'and 't he .merits ·too, that .'
attach to that .sort of eharacter. . The friendship with
,which he seems tohave. been reg árded by sorne of the
most estimable persons of hlsparty-c-Louis ofNassau,
especially-c-.speaks well ·for his heart. , The reckless
audacity of the roan is .shown .in his correspondence ;
and thefree mariner in whichhe .deals with persoJ.ls .

.' and events makes hisIett érs no .less iriteresting than .
important for the light they throw on .these troubled
times. Yet it cannot be denied that, ' after all, Bre-

. derode is indebted much more to the circumstances of
his situation than to .his own character for -the space
he occupiés in the pagesof nist"0r-y.2~. L . ' ., . ,9

r.Ehus left without 3; leader,t1ie little aFmy wHich:
Bredenode ·had.gat-hered under his banner soon fell to
pieces. Détachments; ,scattering over the country,
committed various depredations, plundering the reli­
gious houses and engaging in encounters with the

.royal troops' under 'Megen andoArernberg, in which ­
't he insurgents fared .the worst. Thus broken on all
sides, those who did not JaH into the enemy's hands,
or on tbe field, were too glad to make their escape

27 Strada, De Bello' .Belgíco,
tomo i. p. 332. . .,
.. 28 Groen's inestimable collection

contains several of Brederode's
letters, which may remind one in

. ,their ·tone of the dashing cavalier
of the time of Charles th é First.
They comefrom the heart, mingling

-- --

JUl1T
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LowDountries, vol. i. p. 255. - multuúm, p. 327....:.....Correspondance
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into Germany, One vessel, containing a great UUID­

ber of fugitives, was wrecked, 'and all on board were
made prisoners. Among them were two broth érs, of
the name of Battenberg ; they were of a noble fami1y,
.and prominent members of the leagúe. ' They wer~ at
once,with their principal followers, thrown into
prison, to await their doom from the bloody tribunal
oí Alva. '
.' Depríved of'all support from without, the city of
.Amsterdam offered no further resistance, but threw
open íts gates to the regent, and consented to accept
her terms. These 'were the same that had been im­
posed oh all the other refractdry towns. The immu-

_--_ nities of the city were 'ded aréd to 'be forfeited, a 'gar­
'r ison was marched into ,the place, .and preparations
were made for building.a fortress, to 'guard against
future commotions. ['Hose wlio cllose-witll the cus..o e ah
tomary ex~eptions-~ere aIrQ:wed ta ' ¡eave the city.

n Great numbers availed themselves of the permission.
T Ile neighbouring dikes were crowded with fugitives
from the territoryaround, as well as from the city,

. anxióusly waiting for .vvessels to transport them to
Embden, the chief asylumof the exiles. There they
stood, men, women,and children, a , 'Il1elancholy
throng, without food, almostwithout raiment 01' any
oí the cominon necessaries of life, exciting the coro­
miseration of even their Catholic adversaries.P
" The example of Ainsterdam was speedi1y followed
.by Delft, Haarlem, Rotterdam, Leyden, and the re-
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maíning towns of Holland, which now ,s eeméd'to vie ,
with oneanother in demonstrationaof loyaity to the
government. The triumph oí the regent was com- ,
plete; Her arms had been everywhere successful, and
her authority was fully recognis éd throughout the
whole extent of the Netherlands, - Doubtful friends
and open foes, Catholics and .Reformers, were alike
'prostrate at her feet.80 , With , the hour'of triumph
camealso the hour of vengeance. .And we can hardly
doubt that the remembrance of'.pasthumiliationgave
a sharperedge to the sword ofjustice, - Fortresses. ito
overawe the inhabitants, were raised in ' the principal
towns 81;and the expense of their construction, as
well as of maintaining their garrison,was defrttyed by

.fines laid on the refractory cities.82 . The regent's
t.roop's rode over .the country, and ,wherever the re­
formed were.gatllered to llear, th er::wora., Ctlie~~ werera
charged by the troopers, ~ho trampled thelD under
their horses', hoofs, shooting them idown without

nmercy, or: tlragging them off by s~6res tó execution:
No town was -so small tbat :fifty at least did .not
perish in .this way, while the number of the .victims
sometimes -. rose ' to two . or even .three -hundred."

JUnT

ti

: . ..

so Mnrgaret's success draws forth
an animated tribute from the presi­
dent of Mechlin. ,u De manera que
los negocios de los payses bajos por
la gracia de Dios y la pr~dencia de
esta virtuosa Dama y Princesa con '
la asistencia de los buenos conse­
jeros y servidores del Rey en bue­
nos terminos y en efecto remedia­
dos, las villas reveldes y alteradas
amasadas, los gueuses reducidos ó
huidos; los ministros y predicantes
echados fuera ó presos; y la auto-

. r idad de su Magestad establecida

otra vez ." Renom de Francia, Al­
borotos de Flandes, 1\-18. '

,31 This.wasfulfilling theprophecy
of the prmce of Orange, who in his
letter to Hoorne tells him, "In a
short time we shaIl refuse .neither
bridle nor saddle. ' F or myself,"
he adds, " 1 have not the strenztli
to endure either." Archives d; la .
Maison d'Orange-Nassau, tomo iii.

,p. 72. . . ' ', . " . '
32 Strada, De Bello Belgico, tom;

Lp. 333~ , ~

, 33 See Meteren, CHist. des Pays-
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with exiles." Brandt, ReformatioIi .
in the Low Oountries, tomo i. p.
257. , . .
, . 36 "Ex · trabibus decidentium
templorum, infelicia conformarent
patibula, ex quibus ipsi templorum
fabri cultoresque pendérent," Stra­
da; De Bello'Belgico, tomo i. p.333 ..

=
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Bas, fol. 49.) who must have drawn
somewhat .on his fancy for these
wholesale executions, which, if
taken literal1y, would have gone
nigh to 'depopulate the Nether-
lands. ,

34 "Thus the gallowses were
filled with carcasses, and Germany

128

Everywhere along the 'road-side the traveller beheld
the ghastly spectacle of' bodies swinging from gibbets;
or met with troops of miserable exiles ,:fl.ying from .
their native land.34 '. Confiscation .followed, as usual,
in the train of persecution. , At Tournay,the property
of a hundred of the richest merchants was seized and
appropriated by the government. " Even the populace,
like those animals who fall upon and devour one of
their own number whenwounded, now joined in the
cry against the Reformers, They worked with the

. same aiacrity as the soldiers in pulling down the
Protestant churches .; and from the beams, in sorne
instances, formed the verygallows from which their un­
happy victims were suspended..35 'Such Is the picture,
well charged with horrors, Ieft tú ús by' Protestant
writers.We may be quite sure that.it lost nothing
oí its dark éí; coloririg untJ.er tHéir. .handsh ~ lb a e e

So' strong l'Was nt):W; tHé tiae oÍ! emigration, 'that it
threatened to dep ópulate sorne of the fairest provinces

nn of t Hecountry. . The ,regent , who at first rejoiced in
this as the best means of ridding the land of its ene-
mies. rbecame alarmed, as shesaw itwasdrawing off
so large ,a portion of the ' industrious population...
They fled to France, to .Germany, and very many to
England, where the wise Elizabeth provided them
with homes, knowing well that, though 'poor, they



. AlléIl)agne et ailleurs,' Corre-
spondance de:p.hilippeII., tom, .i .
p.546.
. 37 Tbid. ubi supra.

36 "Le bruit de l'arrivée pro­
chaine du duc; : a la tete d'une
armée,fait fuir de toutes parts des
gens, qui se retirent en Frunce, en .
Angleterre, au pays de '91eves, en
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brought withthem a skill in .the mechanic arts which
would do more 'than gold and silver for the prosperity
oíher kingdom. ' . , .

Margaret would have stayed this tide 'of emigration
by promisesof grace, if notby 'a general amnesty for
the 'past.. But though she had power topunishPhilip
had notgiven her the power to pardon.. And indeed
promisesof grace would haveavailed little with men
fiying from the dread presence ofAlva." It 'vas the
fearof him which gave wings totheir . flight~~s'Mar4

. garet herself plainly intimated in.a Ietter to the duke,
in which she deprecatedhis coming withan ar'my, '
whennothing more was needed. than a /vigilan't
pólice.37

.In .truth, Margaret was greatly disgusted by the

intended miss~on of- .the~du~en<g .AJvá~ 0fawhic~ ~~fa y'Generafif '
liad been advised li~ tlie klng sorne months hefore. "
SHeknew wellthé imperious temperof tlle 'man, and

JUnlR n tfia:t, fio.w:ever hígh-sounding might be her own titles,
the power would be Iodged in ' his hands, She felt
this tú be ' a poor requital for herpast servicea-e-. a
personal indignity, no less than.an injury.to the state,
She gave 'f ree ve ñtto her feelings 'orit4e subject in
more than one .letter to her .brother. '

In a letter. of the fifth oí April she says': ".you
. have shown no regard for my wishes ormy reputa­

tion. " By your extraordina~yrestrictió~s ori 1UY au-
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. 38 ." Par les restrictiorisextraor- " tandis que, .mol seule, :iai euIes
dinaires que V. M: a mises a mon fatigues et les dangers," Ibid., ·
autorité, elle m'a enlevé tout pou- p. 523. .
voir, et m'a privé des moyensd'a- . .s~ "Ou>l'autorité .du rRoi :est
ehever l'entier rétablissement des . plus .assurée -qu'elle ne l'était au
aflaíres de ce pays: aprésent qu'elle temps de .1'E mpereur .~' .Ibíd., p.
voit ces affaires en un bon 'état, elle: 532. . ' .' . ~ .
en veut donner l'honneurad'autres,

thority, you haveprevented. my settlingthe affairs of
the country entirely to my mind. Yet, seeing things
in so good a state, ' you are willing toigive all the
credittó.another, arid Ieaveme onlythe fatigue and
danger." . But Iam .r esolved, instead of wasting the
remainder' .of my ':days, 'caso 1 have alreadydone my
health, in this way, to retire and dedicate myselfto a
tranquilIife in t1e service.ofGod.vTnanother letter,
dated four weeks Iater; on; the .t hird of May, after
complainingfhat theking withdraws -hís confidence
more and more .from her,. she asksIeave towithdraw,
asthe country isréstored 'to order, _and the royal au-
thority more assured than in 'thetime of ..Charles the

___Fifth.39 · " . . ¡

Tn.this assurancerespecting the.public tranquillity,
Margaret was no .doubt. sincere; .'as aré .alsofhe his­
torians who.havecqntintied ,to t~Ke ..'the·:same.view ~fJe
the matter; aown to toe presen~ t ime,: ano who .con­
sider the troubles of'the 'cotmtrytóhavebeen so far
compo~ed by.the regent, that, :but ¡ fór the comingof
Alva, there. would have been no .revolution -in the
Netherlands. . .I i;1deed, · there might ,llave . seemed .to .
be good ground .for such a conclusion. .. The . revolt - ,
had been crushed. 'Resistance had everywhereceased,
Theauthority .of the regent was recognised through-.

." 1 , .
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out the 'land., , 'The'l eague, 'whi'ch hadiraised SO' bold
afront against 'the govemment, 'had crumbled away..'
Its members 'had:fallen .in battle, 'or lay waiting ~their
sentence in dungeons. .orwere wandering.us miserable'
exiles in distant lands, : The , nanie' ;of Gu~uie, andthe
insignia of the bowl and the beggar's scrip, which they
had assumed in derision, were now theirs by. right.
1twas too true for a j esto

The party of reform haddisappeared; as ifbymagic.
Its worshipwas everywhereproscribed. On its ruins
the Catholic religion had risen in greater splendor
than. ever. Its temples were restored, its services .
celebrated with moré than customary pompo . The

,more 'austere and uncompromising of the Reformers
had fled the country. Those who remained purchased
impu.nity U~ a compuIsory attendance on mass; or .
tÍie wearthier sort, :by tHe aia. oÍ' good ~lieer or~morea.

substantial largesses, liribeil tne 'priest to sHence.40

JUnTR nAt no time since the beginning of tbe Reformation
had the clergy been treated with greater deference,
or enjoyed a greater share of authority in the Iand.
The dark hour of revolution seemed, indeed, to have

- passed away. " ,
y et a Fleming oí that day might 'Yell doubt

'whether the prince of Orange were a roan likely to
resign his faír heritage arid the land so dear .to his
heart without striking one blow ~ in . their defence.
One wh~' knew the wide spread of the principIes of'
reform, and the sturdy character of' the reformar,
~!ght distrust the permanence oí a quiet which had

,..- ~ . :
. 4()'Brandt, Reformation in the Low Countries, tomo i , p. 258.

K 2
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been broúghtabout by so much violence. . He might
rather think that, beneath the soil he.was treading,
theelements were still at 'work, which, at no distant

, time perhaps. rwould-burst forth with redoubled vio-
lence, and spread ruin over the lánd ! " ~

P.c. iV10n ,menra' ~e laAlhambra yGerieraüfe
- CO SEJ lA .E TU ·lA '

JUnTR DI nURtUCl1\
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CHAPTER .I.

AL VA SENT TOTHE NETHERLANDS.

Alva's Appointment.-His remarkáble ;Mareh.-.Hearrives at' Brus­
sels, -Margaret disgusted •...:.-Poliey of the Duke. - Arrest of Egmont
and Hoorne. ' . .

ra
.' '. ". ' ,

'W:HILE Margaret was tlius ,successful in 15r inging the
n[COuntr40~ to a .state oí at least te~pora!y tranquilli~y,

..measures were taken at the court of Madrid for shift­
ing the gcvernment .of the Netherlands into ' .other
hands,:and for materialIy changing ita policy.
. ·,·We , have .seen how actively the rumora had been
circulated, throughout the last 'year, of Philip's
intended visit to thacountry. ',These . rumors had . .'
received abundaIlt warrant from .his . own letters,
addressed to the regent and to his . minist ers at the

. different European courts. Nor did the:'king ,confhie :
himself to professions. He applied to the French go­
vernment to allow a free passáge for bis .army through
its territories. . He caused a ' survey 'to be .made oí
that part of Savoy through which histroop~ woul~ .

K 3
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probably march, and a .map oí the 'proposed route to
be' prepared. He ordered fresh Ievies .fr om Germany
to meet him on the Flemish frontier. And final1y,
he talked ofcalling the cortes together, to provide for
the regency during bis absence.

Yet whoever else might ' be imposed on, therewas
one potentate in Europe whose clear vision was not
to be .blinded by theprofessions 'of Pbilip, nor by all
this bustle of preparation. This was the old pontiff,

.Pius the Fifth, who .had always distrusted the king's
sincerity. Pius had beheld with keen anguish the
spread of'heresy in the Low Oountries. ' .•I~ike ' a true
son of the Inquisltion as he .1Vas, he wouldgladly have

---s~en its fires kindled in ~very city of this apostate
land, He had observed with vexation the '. apathy .

........_,.-. manlfested by PhiliR. Apd' he at length resolved 'it o ' .
despatch a sp,ecia:l emoass~ 'to SBain ~to stimulate the ene ah
monarch lf possib~e, l(jo mor~ flecideCl actioiJ..

nu"i1Jhe persop..e.~ploye~ was .the bishop of Ascoli, .and
. the gogd father :aeliveJ;'~d his rebuke in such blunt
term~ as 'caused 'a :sensati~n at the court "oí Madrid.
In aIetter to hi~ . ambassador. at . ·Rome,.PhiliP .'C9!n- '
plained :tha~ thepope .should .have thus held him up ..
to Christendom as,one .slackin tfli3 performance of his
duty. ·.T~~· .eii~oy .had delivered himself .in 'so strange
a manner, P .hiÍípa4ded, ·that,b~t fo~ the :r~spé'~t · ~nd.
lóveihe bore .his . holiness, .he inight have been led .to. .
takepreeisely the ' oppó~ité ' ~otir~-e:: to :th'e '''o~~ ; :h~ - ~n- ;
tended.'. . ' . .. . . . ,.:,. , .., .. i :. . · . ... L .._.· ',' ..' :

," \ . r ', . '1 < . _ <,' . _ !... ..... : ~ • • . • •.:

<~ "Led!t évequ~, ~ans Ia rpre- eüteu moínsd'amo úr ét 'dEn:espect"
miere audience qu'I1IUl a donnée, a pour S. S., cela eut pu le faire re- ,.
usé d'ailleurs de termes si étrariges, , venir' sur les résolutions qu'il a:
qu'il i'a mis en .c?lére, et ~ue, ,s'H'- .

<
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his 'ministers." Ifyour majesty,"
he sáye, "consultjng only your own
easecrefuses to make this visit o.t o
Flanders; which so nearly concerns

wrote to 'the king, that hisholiness . the honor .of:.God, ' his -blessed
was greatly disturbed by the man- . : Mother, and all the saints, as well . .
ner in which his majesty had taken ' . as the wealóf Ohristendom, what
his rebuke. i The pope, 'Granvelle . is it ··but . to declare -that .you are
added, wásapersonof the best in- ready to accept the regal dígnity
tentions, but with very little know- which God has given you, and yet.
ledge of the world, and easily kept . .leave to him all the care and trou­
in check by those who show their ble that belong -to that dignity?
teeth to him ;-" rel!rime~~ quar:do . ' .Go~ w?ul~ . take this as ill of y<>ur .
se' le muestran 108 dientes. Ibíd., m ájestj; as , you would take lt of
tomo ii. p. 1vi!i. " . ., - . those ~f .your vassals .. Whom.:you

2 "Que lui et le temps en valaí- . had raised to offices of trust and .
ent deux autres,' Vandervynckt, honor, and who took the offices,
Troubles des Pays-Bas; tomo ji•.-P: but left you to do the work for
1991 . . . them! ,l,'o offend .Godis :a rash

The hesitation oí the king drew act, 'that . must destroy b'oth soul
mi"him a sharp rebuke ' from the and body," . Gachard, Correspon­
audaeious Fray Lorenzo Villavi- dance de Philippe 11., tomo ii., Rap -.'
cencio, who showed as little cere- port, p. xlviii: ' . . , . . ' .. , .: "
roony in dealing with Philip as with . ..

K 4

.. .y et .notwithstanding this show of indignation. jhad
it not .been foro tbe outbreakof.the iconoclasta, it , is
not .improbable.that the . king might still have con..
tinuedv tovprocrastinate, >r elying onrhis favorita
maxim, that ~ '. Time ~and himself were amatch for any
other two~"2 .. But.the event which caused sucha 'sen':'
sation throughout Ohristendom: roused every Jeeling
of indignation in the :royal b6som~-and this from the
insult offered to the crown: as wellusto the Church.
Coritraryto hiswont; the kingexpressed himselfwith
so muchwarmth -on tlie 'súbjeet, and sovopenly, ,that
the most sceptical 'began at .Jast to .believe ~ that the
long talked .of visit was at hand. Theonly doubt
was as to the manner in which it should be made ;
whether'the king should march at 'the head of anarmy,
or-aftend éd ~' only by so·much 'of a retinue aswas de-

d d b his . 1 ( . , . r. ' c 'man e ' y: lS .roya -state. ..' '. '. ." ,'.e • . ~ .' • • ,<. : , ;'~ ' \ ~

.. JUnT

r
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, 4 " 'At illos non armis sedbene­
ficiis axpugnarí." .' Strada, de Bello
Belgico, tomo I. p. 339. " , '.

: ' 5 lbid., p. 340. '

. . - . . . . ' . .

, ..~ "Ne extingui .quidem posse
sIne ruina victoria,' Strada; ' De
Bello Belgico, tomo i. p. 338.

., Better expressed by the old Cas­
tilian 'prover b. ." El vencido vencí­
do, y el vencidor perdido."
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: .,The question was warmlydiscussed in .the. council.
Ruy Gomez, .the courtlyfavorite of Philip, was ' fOl~ '>
the latter alternative. . A civil war he deprecated; as'
bringing ruin even to the victor.f Clemency wasthe

. best attribute of a sovereign; and the people of Flanders
were agenerouáracc.more Iíkely tobe overcomeby
kindness than byarms." Inthese liberal and humane
views theprince ofEboli was supported by the politic
secretary, Antonio Perez, and by the dukerofFeria,

' formerly am?itssador' to London, aman who topolished
manIl:e~s united a most insinuating eloquence. .. .
" But ,very,dífferent opinions, as 'might be expected,
wereadvancedby theDuke of A1va'~: , - 'I'he .system of

__._ indulgence.ihe .said, had ' b~en that followed by ~he ,

~egent" and its fruits were visible. ' Theweeds',of :,
-~~ heresx were not to be extirpated bya gentlehand;' and

his majesty,should aeai ~ithcHis r.e~ellibus 'va'ssals as ,ne ' l

Charles the Ji'iftlí liad d eait witli t heir reliel fathers at '
.'DGhent.5 'I'hese stern víews received supp?rt.fro~ . the

CarClinal Espinosa, who held the office of president oí "
the reouneil,' as well as 'oí grand inquisitor,andwho
doubtless thought the insult offered to the Inquisition

- not the Ieast'oí the offenees to be eharged on theRe­
formers.
~ :Eácli 'of the great leaders recommended the ,mea­

~ suresmost congenial withrhis own character, .and
which, had .they been adop~e~, would ' p~obabIy have
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