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" Pi ctures are to the ig-norant . wh at book s are to those who can read." ­
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WRITER

HAS GIVEN HER ENCOURAGEMENT,
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THIS VOLUME
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PREF AC E.

THlS volume is in great part taken from a ] ournal

kept by the writer during a tour in Spain in 1869,

and is put forth with the hope that it may prove

useful to those who visit that pleasant land.

Towns and Pictures mentioned in its pages. .

It has also been the writer's especial object to

make better known sorne facts relating to the Spanish

Church, which may be interesting to travellers in

Catholic Spain.

35, BERl\ELEY SQUARE,

December, 1870.



1 ~

¡ '1
i ~:, .¡

j
. 1

: j
: j
. ¡

!
I

¡
¡

I
I
i
I
J

:
¡
.'

/
,

!unIRD[ RnUR1UC1Pt

i

I
i
I

P.C, MonurlJenral de la Alhambra yGeneranfe
SE ID . f~

¡
i

..¡
1

' :1

. I ._._. .. . ---_._-



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

THE kindness with which this Volume has been

received, has induced me to publish a Second

Edition in a more portable form for the traveller.

diminution in sise, and

matter it contains.
M. T.

35, BERKELEY SQUARE¡

M arch, 1872.
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* The struggle between Spain and the Seven United Provinces oí the Nether­
lands lasted 80 years-from 1568 to 1648-when it was brought to a clase, as weU
as the Thirty Years' War in Germany, by the Peace of Westphalia.

*
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SPANISH TOvVNS AND. SPANISH
PICTURES.

FROM PARIS

From ANGOULEME to BORDEAUX, four hours.-All
are acquainted with Bordeaux as a great commerciaI
city, the second seaport in France; but possibly sorne
English travellers rnay have forgotten the fact that
through the marriage of our Henry n. with Eleanor,
heiress of Guienne (1152)) the town of Bordeaux
was for nearly three hundred years in the possession
of England. This fact, however, once restored to
the rnernory) the interest of Bordeaux is increased
tenfoId.

One visits with pride the fine old cathedraI of St.
André, built by the English. One goes back In

B
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thought to the days, when Edward the Blaek Prince
and his beautiful wife Joan (" the fair maid oí Kent tI)
held their eourt here, on the banks of the broad
waters of the Garonne, Proud days were those for
England, when the French king, ] ohn, was brought
a prisoner to Bordeaux, after the battle of Poictiers,
1356. On that day the Freneh force is said to have
numbered 60,000 men, the English 10,000 I "God
is my help, 1 must fight them as best 1 can," were
the memorable words uttered by the Black Prinee, as
he beheld 'the tremendous host arrayed against him ;
and before the sun went clown the Freneh had fled
before the English marksmen.

As we are going into Spain it is interesting. to
note how cl.os.el~ linked together are thel'liistoriestof;
Spain and England. í Bere at Bordeaux, we may
mention Pedro the Cruel, King of Castile: he had at

D one time been betrothed to Joan, the sister of the
Blaek Prinee, but her untimely death put an end to
the proposed marriage. Pedro's cruelties hrought on
a civil war in Spain; the French, under Du Guesclin,
espoused the cause of Henry oí Transtamarre (the
king's half brother) ; and Pedro, defeated and de­
throned, fled with his daughters te the eourt oí the
Black Prinee at Bordeaux,

Edward took up arms in his defence, and accorn­
panied by his brother, John of Gaunt, Duke oí
Laneaster, marched an army into Spain, defeated the
French and Spanish forces at Navarrete, and rein­
stated Pedro on his throne, The Black Prinee
returned to Bordeaux, wasted in health and crippled

2 . SPANISH TOWNS AND SPANISH PICTURES.
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SAN SEBASTIAN • 3

.)

! in means, through his generous interference. The
l ungrateful Pedro had "failed him in all his engage-

ments," and the only result to England of this in­
terference, was the marriage of John of Gaunt with
Constance,* the eldest daughter of Pedro, .through
which marriage, in after years, the duke set up an
ídle claim to the crown of Spain, It is worthy oí
note, that the great Spanish Queen, whose protection
of Columbus gave a new world to Spain, · was de­
scended, both on the father's and the motber's side,
from "üId John of Gaunt, tirne-honoured Lancaster."

* The one royal tomb in old Sto Paul's was that of Constance of
Castile and John of Gaunt, It was destroyed in the Great Eire .of
London, 1666, when the cathedral. was burnt down,
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4 SPANISH TOWNS AND SP ANISH PICTURES.

in a new and beautiful country; its past teeming
with romance and historical interest, its present un­
settled and disturbed, giving a tinge of adventure to
his travels, which is never unwelcome to any English­
roan-from Prince Charles downward.

Although only three hours from Bayonne, the

change from Franee to Spain is immediately felt ;
French will no longer help you; you must speak
Spanish, or you must have a servant who can. At
San Sebastian we made our first acquaintance with
Spanish Hotels, and their very commendable system
of charging so much a head per day-saving the
traveller much trouble, and all doubt as to expense.

Here Spanish chocolate is first tasted, thick as
'TIurRish coffee, followfd 0)11 tne indispensableygfas s on llfe
water. ~ccortling to Madame tle Motteville, chocolate

UR:was "le grand régale d'Espagne" at the time of the
marriage of the " Grand Monarque" with the Infanta
Maria Theresa, and it eertainIy continues so to this
day, Here your eye catches sight of the Spanish
cloak flung graceful1y over the shoulder, giving a
look of dignity to the most ragged; and rags abound.

The first Spanish Church that is visited has a
strange effect upon the mind, and though the speci­
men at San Sebastian is but a poor one, it nevertheless
puts to flight all preeonceived notions of the interior
of a church. The first thing that strikes you is the
gorgeous Altar-piece, or "Retablo," filling up the
whole of the east end to the very roof, It is not that
you admire it, rather the reverse; but .this mass of
burmshed gold has a strange barbarie effect; its

ss" ,asá 25tCna¡¡¡iiJ¡;j ••••••••••••••-----":""T'r..---
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magnificence contrasts with the absence of ornament
elsewhere; and then the open space, without seats oí
any kind, has a novel aspect to English travellers,
even if it possess no other charrn,

You have a grand view of the Bay of Biscay from
the heights aboye the town, and as we turned to look
at the graves of the English soldiers who fell here
during the Peninsular War, our English eyes rested
gratefully on the rich tufts of prirnroses, blooming
even more vigorously amongst these grave-stones
than in our own hedge-rows.

From SAN SEBASTIAN to BURGOs.-Nin:e hours by
the morning train. L. ~lie1 roadr for sorne liours is Ge é éll
through very grand scenerjc 'e n eacn side Hses a
snow:y' ránge of mountains, whilst groves of pollarded
oaks, cliestnutsj and walnuts, skirt the slopes of the
valley: mountain strearns, gurgling and foarning, fall
ayer the rocks through which the road passes, and
then disappear amidst the furze and wild broom now
putting forth their golden blossom,

We had a Frenchman as one of our fellow­
travel1ers, not to be mistaken in his politeness, asking
our permission before smoking his very mild cigar­
ette; whereas Spaniards puff and smoke in the
railway carriages, at the table d'héie, everywhere,
without merey. Ú Vous choisissez un assez mauvais
moment pour votre voyage en Espagne, Monsieur,"
he soon began; "tout est incertain dans ce moment,
et d'un jour a l'autre il faut nous attendre a une
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