~  APPENDIX. .

]

ON THE MODE OF TRAVLLLING IN bPAIN’. 2

THOUGH durmg the whole of the 17th century
Switzerland, Italy, France, England, and Holland
~ had been conftantly _ travelled over by. forexgners, E
yet it isnot. thirty-. years. fince a journey in Spain
was  confidered - as’ an -expedition - to the " end -
of the world, For how' could any one with to .
vifit a country, which, in'the difcredit it had"ac- -
quired by the terror of the inquifition and the bar-"- f
 barifms of its manners, offered the forexgner no-:
compenfation for_the. dangers and i inconveniences -
of all foits he muft there e:xpenenceP Asnone
therefore but a few political, mxlxtary, Or commera -
 cial adventurers, had as yet encountered thefe-ob.«
ftacles, their accounts mduced men fifty years'ago to-
think Spain a country of favages, whofe inhabitants
were nearly on a par with the Hottentots. :
‘But during the laft ﬁve-and-twenty years thxs
opinion has in fome meafure changed. The ad-:
vances made by the Spam[h under Ferdmand VI

and -
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-~ and ftill more under Charles IIL foon attralted tlle
- notice of englith and french obfervers, who rifing

above prejudlce, began to vifit a country which
promnfed fome interefting dlfcovenes to the lovers -
of hiftory and philofophy, to the moralift; and

_to the flatefman. It was the englith traveller "
" Twils who in 1770 firft awakened public atten-

tion to thefe improvements, and’ Bourgoanne and
" Townfend in fpite- of the. unJuﬂ: farcafms of

Swinburne conﬁrmed the opmlon of then- prede-‘

ceffors, - : ~
. The writer of  the foregomg letters has had oc- -

,rcaﬁo,n to traverfe Spain in all dire@ions, and has

" here. colle&ed all :the inform‘atién he was mafter

of relative. to travelling poft, hired carriages, pub-

~ e :roads, inns, &c. which he hopes may form a
' tolerably complete treatife ‘on the mode of travel-

ling in ‘Spain’y and as forelgners who would vifit
that:country with a view to mmeralogy, botan'y, or

- commerce, or even from mere cunoﬁty, wxll g

all probability increafe, he thinks he is doing fome

fervice in- publifhing . “his ‘obfervations ; “and. the

more as his own expenence ‘has’ made -him top
fenfible of the want of fimilar mformatlon. i

, ¢ Hitherto there -have been no regular po{ls or.
ftage coaches in ‘Spain. It is true, count ‘Flo_nda‘
~ Blanca, while” minifter, once eftablifhed  at . the

king’s' expenfe a dxhgence between Madrid and

. Bayonne at- the- moderate price’of twelve pxaftres'

(pefos, :
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(pefbs fuertes or dollars of twenty feals de vellon) :
exclufive.of meals ; but the intrigues of the coachs -

mén or owners of hired carriages and irinkeepers

~ tuined this eftablitiment; the bad adminiftration of

. it caufed gréat difguft in the' outfet,” and the great :
{ofs fuffered by the treafury the ﬁrftyear prevented
fimilat diligences from being fet up to Cadiz, ‘Ba-
dajoz, and Barcelona. That of Bayonne however

-continued - till the "war with - France broke out;

- when the nndertaklng ceafed of itfelf for want of

" \paﬁ'engers, and it is probable will not be refumed.

“ The poft extraordinary confifts either of mere poft -

faddle-horfes(monturos) orpoﬁ-carrxagesandhorfes. )
 Every traveller who has health and ftrength to en-~
‘durethe fatigue may travel on poft-horfes ; but then
“he ‘muft fet out from a town where there is an

office for that purpofe,- at which he' may apply for v :

a paﬂport or ‘licence to travel poft: otherwxfe o
~ would be unpoﬂible for him to obtain horfes in

~the midft of his journey, as' for inftance between

i ‘Madrid and Badajoz, whatever neceﬁity orinclina- - .

 tion might arife for dxfpatch or for leaving his
- 6wn horfes' or.carriage, on the road and' riding
* poft. . The motive of this regulation feems to be

~ . aprudent precaution of the government to prevent:-
 fufpicious perfons from entering and .advancing

“into the heart of the kmgdom, or perhaps through
~ fome relation to the general organization of pofts

-ing, becaufe ‘the roads in great meafure traverfe
g gl s mountams, :
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mountains, and the poﬁ-ma{lers are generally only,
~ venteros or mn-keepers, ‘who happen . to be- difs
feminated over the furface of 'the country. . But, ?
.when the abovemennoned paﬂ'port is obtamed Jal" e
~ contains:an order that the traveller be eXpedlted;‘.f f
in half a quarter of an hour, unlefs a total want of -
horfes prevent. . it o Iy, P
. The pofts or ﬁages are two fpamfh leagues, and s ol
muft be performed in three hours. The price ac- .~
- cording to the tarif is for two horfes including the. =
traveller and the poftillion four pefettas per poft or
about three ﬂnllmgs, and_the drink money to the
. poftilion is fixed at two reals ; but it is always necef-
fary to give | them double and confent to pay for '
" their dmner beﬁdes, both in order to procure the
- beft. horfes and ta avoid other bad confequences of /|- [ f
+ dilpleafing them and acquiring their 1ll-wxll. To. - B
11/ thefe extras muft_be added the expenfe of fome " "~ f
refrelhments for the traveller himfelf, ‘which will E
“amount to ten reals' per polt of two leagues, but =
- then he will travel exceedingly well, and' may’
reckon upon havmg ftrong and altive horfes, that
will carry a portmanteau of fifty or fixty pounds:_ o
weight and will befides be always quickly it |
patched. If the traveller has alfo a good englith - %
: poft-faddle, he will go forty or fifty german miles’
A in two days, whlch notwithftanding the rapidity of
 the journey will caufe little or no fatigue. “Should
b the traveller however be unwell, and oblxged t{(;' o B
: i . 1€ “
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ket l'or a few hours or even a whole mght he may -
doi it3. but thofe who arrive in the mean time will
; mthen have: the preference, and e muft be contented
.torun the rifk of finding no horfes Wheh he wxlhes
%0, continge his j ]ourney :
~As to the pof extmordmary m azrrzages, the po{t-
maﬁers .are obliged to fupply two perfons havrng
thexr own carrrage and baggage not exceedrng‘
, the prlce is the l'ame as for faddle—hotfes. : For the
. poft chaife 1tfelf rf that be alfo taken of the poft.
,imafter, tbey pay four reals each poﬁ and the
.. pottillion’s. fee;is taxed at: two reals. We n}\;’lll:
-reckon therefore upon -paying. twelve or thrrteen
s -Nreals perieague but then we travel very fall and
8. for mﬁancc from Madrrd to Cadlz, whlch is one
hundred (faxon) mrles, in, four days and four
[ mghts. ; ,
: "Thofe, who do not. cboofe to travel poﬁ go in
L hrred cargrages and t’ms is. the mode generally
adopted In all towns of any. conﬁderanon are .
caleferos, almoﬂ: all from Valenc1a, Murcra, 01‘
Cataloma, who convey travellers into all parts, even
to Perprgnan, Bordeaux, and fobon. They | have
heavy coaches for fix paﬂ'engers drawn by f 1%
mules, or, charfes (calefas) for two" with one or :
two. mules. They go from ﬁx to eight fpamfh
leagues a-day orat. moﬂ: fix, german miles, and their
pnce is in proportron to their Rumber . of mules.
QE o ', They




- bemg cheated in the number . of days journey.
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They are generally paid two pxaﬁres a day eacB '

- 'but the followmg obfervations muft be attended to.

A carriage may be hired either diret out or on

~ the rgturn. In the firft cafe you muft pay the

- journey out and home, which if the diftance be

* great amounts to a confiderable fum : but you are

. rarely obliged to hire them out ‘and home, becaufe -
- moft of the proprietors of carriages go to the great
‘towns on fpeculation.” In the great inns of Madrid,

. . Cadiz, Seville, Badajoz; &c. are always found car.
i rxage-brokers (corredores de carriiages y coches)
“with a litt of all thefe carriages, for which they

" ‘endeavour to find. paffengers. - Thus it becomes
“eafy to find return carriages; and then the mere

- journey itfélf is paid for ; but you muft treat with
: 'them very " coolly, and pay ‘no attention whatever
“'to the advice of the mn-keeper, nor to the Ianguage'
"“of 'the broker, and infift abfolutely on this con-
~dition.  As foon as they perceive you will not give.
> _more, the driver will come hlmfelf and endeavour :
“to make a bargain with you. If it fhould happen,’ i
~as it frequently does, that feveral of them are

~ going to the fame place, and efpecxally to the fea
 ports, which they prefer to any other journey; you

" may have your choice, and may even fomeumes ;
g make them lower their price feveral piaftres.

The firft rule therefore to be obferved is to agree
not to pay the return.” The ﬁcond rule is to avoxd 3

Bayonne '




.. APPENDIX,. ;AR
"“Bayonne fot inftance is fixty: fpanith leagues from
‘Madrid, and the j Journey tay eafily be performed .
~in eight-days. - The price thetefore for fix mules
“at two piaftres each pet day amounts for eight days

to ninety-fix pxaftres‘ but an" artful driver may

~employ ten days on the. road, “either ~ to fave his
- mules or to ‘charge two days more. To avoid
‘this it is neceflary to procure exa& mformatlon, &

and ftipulate with the muleteer to: perform the

. journey in a certain fixed fpace of time, underpain.
-of dedu&mg one third of the fare, - The third rule
is.never' to agree to glve a farthing extra] neither
for the driver, nor the ‘mules,. cuftom-houfe dues,
““repairs, ‘&e. If the traveller agrees to pay for the
“driver’s.dinner, or. for other mules, the number
“being flill' fixed at two, it will amount to.an
. enormous fum. It is better therefore to promife
'them 'in general a reafonable . drink-money, about _
- four piaftres,  Neither muft-you agree to pay for -
- their tobacco, which they frequently atk. " An.un. .
~experienced traveller would - confider - this as-a
trifle; but he would foon perceive with what ef |

frontery his indulgence would be abufed, and with

- what liberality - they would give fome to all their
. acquaintance at every inn at. his: expenfe, ‘which
confidering the enormous price of tobacco in' Spain

(three piaftres a pound) becomes a confidérable

" object. The fourth rule is that as by paying for

the fix mules you obtain an exclufive. nght over

g, cez the

i
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-theé carriage, the driver has-none to-take any other
“paflenger -without . your exprefs . permxﬁion even
.upon his own. feat: whereas the  traveller may . Tet
"out a'feat:if he choofes or-admit a paffenger gratis. ,
Fifth. rule, If +you .fhould happen to -with to ftop
.a day upon the road, the driver is. obhged to’ agree'
“to it provided you- pay him his day’s Journey, and
. the fame if you- wifh to-go round to fome:other

,.placc, and-in-this cafe three:or four fpamfh.leagues ‘

y

- “would be confidered as half a-day’s journey. Butas

‘it is fometies the intereft of the muleteer. to reft

~his mules, he may on'thefe’ occafions be:induced to
-raccept twb thirds of -what he might charge. ’ Sixth
““#ule, The-driver is refponfible for every trunk-and

sbiindle syou confide-ta his; €are, except in" cafeof

 srobbery-by-force.. ' Seventh rule, In making-your

"bargain  you muft: notforget to exprefs in what -
"imoney-the payment i$-'to be-made: - for as: theré is
“in fome: places a profit-en-filver,’ as.-at Bircelofia

rand Bilboa, they:are.accuftonied to make 'their. de-

=mand in going from ‘thofe places in doubloons, on -
~'returhing ithither »inj piaftres.. .- Yeu' fhould ‘take
<.care however' sto-thake ryour - bargain ‘to-pay ‘in"
“the money you.may have, without - obliging your-
felf to. change on purpofei to-make::the: eXa& fum.-
[Etgljtb cr‘u[e, Never {how much money in travelo

/I,,,. o o W self
e vt

lmg 1 L .
It may eaﬁly be concéwed thata f ngle travellef |

wﬂl rarely be mduced fto hlre - cafriage with fix
- muIes,,

Voo
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mules, Whlch is:only ufed for families or patties ;.
when alone it is better to hire a fingle place. If
 thie muleteer- doés: not find-an opportunity. to let

. his whole carriage to one party, he endeavours- to” -

find- feveral travellers;, and’ then makes his firft-
béfgai'n at the rate of three or four piaftres;-and"
- the reft for fomething lefs. .- Thefe are often ads
vertlfed and if three’ places are taken the fourth TR
may f{equently be had for a piaftré’ or ‘one anda:
half per day.. The two firlt places give a right o
‘take 4 portmanteau’;’ ‘but the muleteers make nor-
difficulty to take portmanteausy packets, &ev -
“If there are nio fingle places to be taken," the
traveller may -hire a calefa’ or a Kind of one-horfe
chaife to which the above obfervatxon relative to,
the return will alfo apply The charge is then two i
: plaftres per day for one ‘mule, and if your bagga«e’
is trifling; tha is if it does not exceed fifty pounds,’
you may diminifh your expenfe by taking another’
traveller, To defetmine the lawful weight it fofr
_fices to know that they reckon from feven hundred’
and fifty to eight hundred pounds for a draught EN
.mulé. THhe caleferos being generally : propr.etors M
of their vehicles, and dreading a' long" ftay in the"_
. great towns, you may frequently make them abate
one third of the price, but you muft never: forget
the above-mentioned precaution of fixing the num- ;
" berof days. It may allo be obferved, that, however
nthue the form of thefe vehicles may’ be, they
ER S e
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“are tolerably commodious, and get to the end of

\

the journey quicker than larger carriages. .
The caleferos and cocheros are to be treated in
a pecuhar ‘manner ; .without feventy or rudenefs,

-~ but at the fame time withouf fubmiffion or de-

ference. A dry ferious. comportment, a tran-
quillity and equality of manser, a certain  degree -
of dignity, and unfhaken firmnefs, are indifpenfably
neceflary in dealing with thefe kind of people. It

_ 1s not however requifite to have any written agrees .

ment ; for notwithftanding the roughnefs of their .

. charalter, "they are very faithful to their engage.
ments, Butif you with it, you may make them

juft fign t1 fum agreed on, and have two counter

. parts figned by both parties, -

If you do not choofe either to tfavel po{’c or'in

a hxred carriage, you may ride on horfeback (a ca. -

ballo) as the Spanith call it even when they ride on

""a mule. In this cafe you may hire 2 mule and
‘muleteer (mozo de efpuclas or groom of - the

{pur), ard you may then perform your day’s joura

ney of fix or feven fpanith leagues pretty quick, |
thefe muletecrs, who alfo perform the office of a

: fervant, being generally very good runners.. The

price for a mule is a piaftre a day; fametimes

“however it is a piaftre and a half. In that cafe
the muleteer befides his keep has another half -

piattre for his trouble. As to meals you ‘have
: st nly
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enly to agree for two common difhes and 2 quar. .-

tillo or pint of wine for cach meal, and the reft at
~ the. will of the traveller. . This arrangement is par-~
tlcularly to be recommended to thofe who do not
make an obje& of avoiding expenfe, and who love
“to travel without trouble or having . any thlng to’
' ,.thmk of. The muleteer generally proves a faxth—r
ful ‘and very agreeable companion, who knows all

Athe roads and the country perfe&ly well from‘_ .

~ having frequently travelled it. He takes care of i
.the dinner for his mafter, and by his’ mﬂuenf'

with the people of the houfe and knowledge of By ik
" thmgs in general reduces the bills within juft and -

reafonable’ bounds. With thefe muleteers you
.. may travel from Viftoria to Cadlz, and have no-
. thing to pay for the return, _
'Thofe who think all thefe. methods too ex-
: penﬁve may engage with arfieros (muleteers)
Thefe men have either mules or camages. In
_the firft cafe the price is 'a peletta a league -
“for a mule, or a piaftre for five_ leagues, and the
~ fraveller has a right to carry his baggage to the'
" amount of ten or eleven arrobas; (from two hun.
dred and fifty to two hundred and feventy-five - -

pounds weight). You are not obliged howcver 3
~ to keep in the rank with the other mules, but may -

go on before if you ‘choofe fo as to arrive early-at
the inns. * Only you muft then, take care not to
,b'cwe alame, bhnd or reftive’ mule, whlch fre. i
B ‘¢¢ 4. - quently' :
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_ quently happens. In' this ca{'e you have nerther s
to pay the return nor any other. extras., G
" If you are not accuftoméd to' fpanith cookery,“
g 1t is well to make a general agreement with the"
' muleteer or amero for your eatxng, wme, and bed i
'and rely upon hrm for the payment. In thrs cafe -
w111 f/.LY from ﬁxteen o nrneteen plaﬁres, and wrll
avoid bemg overcharged by the mnkeepers, whrchv
is a conﬁderable faving ;. for xt 1s natural that a,
o rave"ller mu& pay three tlmes as ‘miich as an arz
riero Who travels the road every month perhaps,
and whom the landIords have cOnfequently an mt-
tereft in pleaﬁng ”

This laft mode of trave]hng is. that whlch I
ﬂrould recommend to mmeraloglfts and botamﬁs.
For thus they wrll ‘ot go far i in a day, ‘they travel
‘ﬂow,and the atrieros traverfe the hxgheﬂ: mountams,
where learned men will always find matter for drf-_
covery, You have alfo frequently the advantagei

of’ travellmg in large partles, for it is not uncom-,,
mon to. fee thlrty miules together ; fo that you may
ifay fome way behind without danger of loﬁng the
road. Nor is this mode of travelhng at all degra-
dlng, ﬁnce it is adopted by. eccleﬁaﬁrcs, merchantsz
and even by men of confideration in all thefé
c;aﬁes. The fame mdeed cannot be faid of hlrmg
fhalf a mule and keepmg in the rank the bealt bemg-
[ ha,lf loaded w1th goods. The prxce would then be
ar
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as for a porfman(eau in proportxon to' the weight,
‘and a5 2 piaftre is paid for an arroba (twenty-five

pounds) a man' weighing about one hundred and
twenty-fivé pounds (nine ftone) would pay for the

. fame road five piaftres. But this mode of travel-

lmg is fo difgraceful, that traVel},ers of this kind
are faid to travel por dgrrobas.

* Other articros carry. ‘goods in catts.’ Tfie‘fé‘ a"rer e

more frequently feert in the inland parts of Spain, . -
“efpécially in theé fouthern provinces,. than in the
- porth ; but, confidering the imptovement that has

taken place in the roads over the mountams, it

would be equally eafy and advaritageous to intfo-

duce this mode of travelling more genefally.. A

“fille cannot azrry above three hundred pounds,
‘and even then he is very heavily laden; wheréas -

he can draw near-eight hundred pounds._ Smceﬂ
conveyance by féa has been fhackled in confequence

of the war, thefe carriers are feen from Lifbon as -
far as Barcelona and from Cadiz as far as Bayo‘nne. :
They have covered two-whecled carts drawn by

four mules, and there are very commodxou» feats'
for paflengers. The expenfe by thefe carriages is

lighter; and you' may thus go one hundred lea-

gues for eleven or twelve pxaﬂres including a large
trunk., = As thefe carriages alflo go very fhort ftages,

and travel very flow, fo that the one hundred

leagues from Cadiz to Madnd take fifteen days,
;hey would alfo prove very convenient for minera-

/

loglﬁs '
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logifts and botanifts.. Add to this the advantage

' "of being able_to fleep all night in. the carriage,

efpecially in fummer, which, if the traveller takes a

mattrefs with him, is far preferable to the du-ty_ ~

P :nfeéhous beds at the inns,

In gene1al there are, ordinarios or couners, thatj T
_go and return regularly between the great towns, -
““wheéther with mules or in camages ; as for inftance -
from Bilboa to Madrid a courier goes ‘regularly.
every fortnight, and another every week; and’
from Madrid there are ordinarios every fortnight'
‘ ~for' Malaga, Barcelona, Badajoz, &c. and every
one comes. to his parucular inn, which is fixed
and eafily known by enquiry or by referrmg to
the  almanach . mercantzl There is fometimes a-
v:vant of opportunities  to go dire&ly from Madrid
to Llibon, but then you 'have only to go three
leagues beyond Badajoz to Elvas, which is the ﬁrﬂ:",
fort' on paffingthe portuguefe frontiers, or three
more leagues to Eftremos, and you will find a .
multitude of return carriages. The ordinario-del |
rzy alfo, ~oes every ‘month with the difpatches from
the court of Madnd to that of Llibon, and takes
~with him at a very reafonable price fuch travellers
as are recommended to him. | :

As to the mode of travelhng on borncos or aﬂ"es,,
in gomg a journey of only a few leagues they may
: ferve very well: if the proprietor is of the place
you are going to, you pay at moft only one or twa
~reals
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veals the 1eague. But on 4 great road, if you~

* would - hire a borrico from village to village, not -
~only you would find none on account of the dif:
“tances, but if you did, you muft pay for going and :

. veturning fix reals per league. Befides this mode-

~ of travelling is extremely inconvenient. - A rough
“tottering beaft, frequently reftive, without bridle;‘

guided by a pole, and kicking every time he is.

_ ftruck, flying from one fide ‘to the other, and’

‘throwmg his rider three or, four times in a league, -
would foon dlfguﬁ any one with this conveyance.
The moft fkilful rider would lofe his chara&er, and-

"I doubt much whether he could govern fuch a e

pallsyor would efcape fome unlucky accident. -

. To travel alone and on foot in Spain would be v

attended with numerous inconveniences,' nor do'l -

- remember to have meta fingle traveller on’ foot °

any where; rexcept between two villages very near
each -other. - Pilgrims, foldiers, monks, beggars,
in a word all thofe who in other countries travel
on foot, almoft always travel here in company with
an arriero or fome carriage, and a foot traveller
arriving alone would run a rifk of not being- re-
ceived at the.inns. Add to this the great.dnﬁances
between the towns and the infecurity of the roads,

which is by no means exaggerated, and it will be

evident that pedeﬁriag journeys are not {o prac.
ncable in Spam as in France or Germany
: : What

-
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' What T have here faid of the infecurity of the-
roads muft ‘not be underftood to extend to every' A
part of Spain. * Itis true-that robberies and af< -

faffinations are by’ no means uncommon’; but thg

" governmeitt ‘are conftantly endeavouring to: render*
~ travelling more and more fafe by daily fending
. out foldiers on the great roads for that’ purpofe.:

Befides robbers do not in general attack foreignérs;
their cowardice direts them only to fpanifh' tras
ders, “concerning whom they: are- -poflefled of fome
~particular knowledge, or fuch arrieros as - they

- know are entrufted with. fpecie, &e. If therefore

you take proper precautions- af the”inns, and:da

not fhow your money, you have nothing to fear."
_ I'fhall now proceed to give you a féw oblerva-

tions relative to the roads.  The opening an’ eafy

communication between the different * provinces
and between their refpetive towns threatened to
‘be attended with infinite difficulties., .The enore

" mous mountains that divide them, and the acceffes
to which have been obftru@ted in ancient warsy

- feemed to confine the inhabitants within the limits

of their own, provinces; befides which this the

want of mduﬂry and the mutual hatred of the in-
habitants added ftill greater obftacles, and affords
ed no encouragement to furmount them.: ‘Even’

. within each province to eftablith 4 communication:

' between the different towns was very far from

cafyq 55

'
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eafy A great number of fmall rivulets which fall
Arom :every mountam, and which ‘in confequence
'of the. frequent rains in {pring and autumn inundate
-the country .in all parts, thick inacceffible forefts
“upon ‘the mountains, - the: matfhy. and _infecure -
.ground of the plains, all. contributed to deter fo-.
: ~rexgn travellers and even Spaniards. : :

" But-how much furprifed :would. ﬁot a traveller“: '

: ybe, who, knowing ‘the roads of Spain merely by
-the . fabulous .account of Madame Daunoy or.of

-the elegant Barrettn, thould behold them. in their -
. prefent ftate! It was referved for-fome wife ‘minifter
. -and efpecially the conde de Aranda to bring.about - ..
thls ‘happy change. By -flow . degrees. toyal Qr. -

hlgh roads. (caminos reales) have been. ton{tru&edvj
throughout: the greater ~part of Spain, which in

. rmany places_furpafs ‘the roads-of Germany..and

“T.even the new roads in Flance.. I fhall here on[y ;
» 'mentlon thofe of the Pena de Orduna, the .Sierza -

-de Guadarrama, and the Sierra Morena, concerna -

ing which I fhall appeal to every. traveller who has
' ~feen ;them. . In like manner . the roads from Ba-
vyonne to Madnd and all the. fea ports are excellent, i
in confequence of the- almo{’c mfurmq_untable, d;f. o
-ficilties “it -had to contend .with, -is ‘horribl'yr bad, ..
* .Several roads‘ in .Old .Caftile, as for inftance after .
 -paffing Burgos,. and in Arragon, are flill fufceptible’ -
of much lmprovemem , but in: general, -as I have .
: FR PR already :
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already faid, the high roads in Spam are a8 god& 2§
-poffible. + They are ‘well cut, broad, fuftained in
“the hollows by walls, adorned’ with ftrong and
magm‘icent bridges, ﬁnd furnithed thh du’e&xo’n
"poﬁs and every poffible requifite. = 2
If the motives I have pointed out above formerly
deterred people from travelling, how could it be
"expe&ed tofind good inns? Even after thefe roads”
"were opened, travellers found it difficult to meet
with {leeping-places at " convenient - dlﬁ;ances on
“account of the remotenefs. of the towns arifing
~“from the depopulauon of the country. It therefore
became neceffary to build wensas or folitary ‘inns .
“(pofada fignifying fimilar houfes of entertainment
“in towns and villages), and there are now elther
'ventas or pofadas every three or four leagues
- It is true that in Spain the inns are in general
‘totally different from thofe of France and other
- countries, and a traveller accuftomed to thefe laﬂ:
“cannot” but think them intolerably bad ;: but we
- - muft view them according to the cuftoms of Spain, -
- where the number of travellers is fo {mall, that it -
“does not anfwer for innkeepers to be prepared for
‘them beforchand fo that travellers are accuftomed
“to bring - their: provifions with them or purchafe -
-them' at ‘the place where they‘ ftop, and the inn-
' “keeper keeps nothlng but wine, oil, vmegar, bread,
‘and other ' neceffaries.. Thus you may eafily ima-
gine what a traveller muft expe&.\ ‘The-people ;:f ¥
LR -8 . . the
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. the houfe: however will always procure for him
~ meat, €ggs, fith, . without- much difficulty (ex-

ety ‘cept in fome very rare cafes) efpemally at ‘the
- -pofadas. * Shdry :

 Morei inconvenience w111 be found at the ventas,

. ~where the: ventero or - landlord having generally. :
- very little capltal is' obliged to fetch his provnﬁons £
\whlch are liablé to fpoil, fuch as meat and fifh,
“from a diftance of three or four leagues. .. Hence, :
"+ if other. travellers have pafled the preceding mght :
_ there and the meflenger is not returned, you may
‘ find nothmg but breau; wine, or at moft eggs ; but:

" from this no univerfal inference fhould be drawn, -
for in general you will find both at the ventas and—

* “pofadas all the neceffaries of life. ; -

-As to the apartments and beds, they are at be,{t ’»

‘paﬁ'able in the pofadas of the villages, but at the
pofadas of great towns they are not to be coma
- plained of. They . have bedsbroad -enough for
 three perfons were it needful, mattrefles, fheets,
-and clean coverlets ; in fhort. nothing is wanting
.in this refpe& ‘The ventas are generally fpacious
~and fubﬁantxal buildings . with - ftables, fheds for
: camages, and large gardens, and they are almoﬂ:
"always fituated on eminences, fo that the rooms
" are airy and command a very fine profped. In
" Valencia I found ventas, that might be compared

wn;h the fineft country -houfes m—watzerland\
e A ey H b The
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+The prices at thefe ‘inns.are. very ., varxous, an,d_y
the traveller is aIways charged accordmg to-his
:carriage and equipage, -his appearances -and ‘the
"local dearnefs. of provifions. Great complaints
‘have .been made. of fpanifh. innkeepers in this re{
fpedt, and yet much- may be {aid :in. their favoura ‘
‘In'the firft place, the price of provifions, - efpecxally‘
-bread and meat, -has . confideraply . increafed in .
Spam ; and fecondly, the innkeepers pay enormous
-rents to-the monafteries, churches, individuals, of
- hofpitals, to whom their houfes: belong, :or . .of
which thefe have the ufufru@. How.then could '
they -fu_bﬁﬁ and maintain their-families, if ‘they did
“not reckon upon - the profit - derived - from . their -
guel’tsP Accordmg to an average .computation,
- travellers pay three -or . four reals for a bed, four .
reals for a plate of meat with vegetables, &c, WO, .
reals for a pint of - ‘wine, even where: it is'deareft,
and often only one real, alfo one real for- houfe-
. yodm or houfe-noife as it is called. (7 ruido de cafa
Lor ﬁmply de cafz) whether for an hour or for the
mght, and a few quartos to the gxrl that waits for.
pm-money ( par alfileres ) S Ty
“Whoever withes  t travel. iri Spam with, advana :
tage or pleafure,. ought at leaft to- underﬁand_,
& Spamfh well enough’to learn to fpeak it in.a thort -
time, - Nor can any one travel with fatisfaction;
who ‘does not endeavcur to accommodate hlmfelf :
WAPY t0
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to fpamfh dxfhes, and to eating cold meat, Whlch_
indeed 'is moft conducive to health, efpecrally in
hot clxmates In this cale the. traveller may make
a confiderable faving, if he buys his provifions at. -
the good i inns, and. onIy pays at the bad ones his |
real for ruids de cafa. It is allo both convenient
“and agreeable to have what the French call a ne-
ceffaire de voyage [or Tmall cheft of utenfils about
the fize of a large portable defk] to which fhould .
“be addgd a good bota or flexible leathern bottle that
has been; well fealoned by . ufe, becaufe in' fome
places the wine is better or cheaper than i in others.
. Asto. rehglonI fhould {lrongly advife every pro-
'teﬁ:ant.to confider the mode of worthip of the
country ‘as an affair of police [or a right of hofx
pitality ] which ought to be refpected; and therefore
to conform to ‘whatever the eftablithed fyftern may
- require.. .. It is true that of late years the inquifition
has become little more than a mere tribunal of
morals, fo thdt no peaceful proteﬁ;ant is mole&ed .
~ for his belief.. The Spaniards feem even to have
thrown off all religious hatred, and begin to be
more tolerant, . Nothing however is more eafy,
than by obferving a few ceremonies; which - are
" very foon learnt, and by fparing the prejudices of
the weak minded, to procure, if not great and im-
portant - advantages, at lealt pleafing marks of
“efteem and conﬁdence, efpecially from the fair fex,
\ You muft therefore by no means appear to defpife
L DD ;- or
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or negle& the mafs, the proceffions, or las animas.'
~ A-prudent man will generally avoid opening his
“mouth on this fubjet ;- for politenefs alone fhould
prevent his cafting ridicule, even where merited, on
things for which the majority of the people feel a
profound veneration. : iCE
- As to'the beft feafon for travelllng in Spam,I
think the mioft convenient is from April to O&o-
~ber. Mr. Townfend mdeed prefers the wiriter for
the fouthern provinces on account of the heats' N
but Iam not of his opinion; for the heats are
much greater in the heart of Spain and among the
northern mountains than on the fouthern. coafts,
where the fea breezes ‘always temper the heat of
‘the fun, and where the nights are almoft always
cool. I 'have refided in Andalufia in: the hottelt -
-months, viz. July and Auguft,’and have frequently
_continued in the ftreets till eleven o’clock in the
morning without ‘ever experiencing ‘a coup de' :
 foléil or any other evil confequence. Befides in
the fouthern provinces the frequent rains that pre-
vail during winter render that feafon very incon- -
vénient for travelling, add to ‘which-the fhortnels
_of -the ‘days, the gloominefs of the Weather, and
the irkfomenefs of paﬁing long evenings m the
~pofadas and folitary ventas. When any one tra-
vels from the north of Spain to the fouth, he will -
gradually accuftom himfelf to the climate, and if
"durmg the hot months you travel m the old
.8 e fpamfh |



fpam{h manner in the mornings and evenings, you
‘will fuffer but little from the heat, and will enjoy

- all the pleafures, that country aﬁ'ords “during the

three beft feafons of the year.

' As to fpecxe it muft be obferved, that no money

"ls current in Spain but that of the country.. In
Bifcay however you may ‘get rid of your french
money, though with fome lofs. The beft method

"therefore is to take fpamfh money at Bayonne,". '

j‘whlch may be done, if not-with a profit, at leaft

“without lofs, When in 1797 1 paffed through

Bayonne in the {pring, I exchanged my french
crowns of fix livres for fpanith’ doubloons at one

~and a half per cent proﬁt in confequence of the -

{earcity of the one and the . abundance of the

s other. '

. thall conclude’ Hith! a few obfervatlons on fea-
\ "voyages to and from Spam To go from the north
_of Europe to Spain the beft method as appears to

‘meis. to .embark in the Sound. . For there more,’
_ Fhips are to be found than ellewhere, and you may

;,choofe the neareft port of Spain if you ptefer ity
* as’ San Sebaflian or Bilboa. . The paﬁ'age, board
'~ included, will coft about fifty piaftres. If you go
_ from Hamburgh durmg the proper feafon, you will
: :\fmd thips for Bilboa every month, and you will

pay for your paffage and: board thirty or forty '
. piaftres ; nor is there any want of ﬂnps for Spam 0

~at Amfterdam. - SN SR s Bk il
R RS B ey |
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If you go from France you will from time to
© time find ﬂ']lPS for Bilboa at Nantes and at Bor-
deaux, that will take you for ten or. twelve pla{’tres e
or. even lefs, but exclufive of board.. ~From Ba-
yonne tranfport veﬂuls called chaﬂ'e-marces fail -al-
- moft every week in fummer for- Bilboa, i in whlch
a paflage coﬁs twelve livres or at moft two plaﬁres
"and a half.  There is ‘only one inconvenience -
_ that thefe fhips are fometimes detained in - port
“twenty or thirty days,on account of the bar,a
delay which is eatremely difagreeable. ~* From
England fhips may always be found at London and -
Briftol for Bilboa or any other port ; and to return
“from Spam to England, fhips may always be found
at Bilboa. The paffage including board ‘cofts
forty or fifty pla&res If you go from England to
Cadiz or the contrary, you had better go on board
the packet from Lifbon to Falmouth the paﬂ'age
by which is eighteen guineas. = “ -
To go from Italy to Spain you may embark at
 @Genoa for Barcelona, bscaufe fevéral - veflels go,
‘and return between thefe ports every month ; and.
during - peace - there are packet boats ‘under:the
kmg s orders every fortnight.  You pay according
to the part of the veflel you choofe four or even
Aix piaftres, and as to board, for the common fare: ‘
of the failors four piaftres more, or at the captain’s:
table twenty piaftres. - The fhorteft paﬁ'age is three

days, the longeft elghteen. You may allo embark
at
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at Marfeilles, where rtalxan veflels often come, or
you may find veflels belonging to Marfeilles itfelf,
~ or Triefte, Naples, &c. bound for Barcelona. In

France and Italy you will derive a great profit from

- piaftres, but in Spain their exportation is prohi- .
" bited ; thofe therefore who cannot do otherwile
muft take a permit ; but even then it is not al-
lowed to take more than feventy ; fo that if you
‘have a-confiderable fum in that coin you will bev
3 much embarrafled. .
I hope thefe rémarks may préve ufeful to thofe

7 who travel in Spain ; for I fhall then enjoy the

 fatisfaGtion of having accomphﬂled the obJe& |
_propofed

[The wine bemg frequently acid, afmall bottle contammg'_
falt of tartar or fome other alkaline falt will prove a ufeful tra-’
vellmg compamon .] :




