with an mﬁmty of balcomes, churches, and con-
| Vents engaged my whole attention, ‘
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portmanteam fealed, and our ‘pafiports did not de-
“{fcribe us to be merchants. . I was furprifed to find
a few paces from this poft in the middle of the-
road a heap of dirt, upon which lay a dead carcafs;

but prefently a broad road between lofty houfes
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LETTER Xxvm‘ E

Stmatzan of Madrid. —-lt.r Dmf ons and Populahm -—-It: Archi
" teffure, Streets, and Squares.— Defcription of a Street crowded
with People.—The Square called la Puerta del Sol.—Pofting
‘lel.r — Pedlars, Huckfiers, &c.— Diwverfified Multitude.—
Noon and ﬂﬂermon —Gzrl;.—-Crzer: — Ewening. -—Detacbed
o Scenes. 3
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Madrids

: MADRID is fituated in the centre of Spain and on
- all fides almoft. equally diftant from the fea. It
ftands higher than any other town, on an unequal
plain, at fome diftance from the river Manzanares.".
It prefents- three principal ‘views, the one toward -
the road to San Sebaftian, a fecond from the heights
before the gate of Alcali, and the third from a
_ hill before the port of Segovia. They haveall
different charaters, but the laft appears to me the
fineft. It is from thence, that the city is feen in its »
greateft extent ; to the eaftward the gardens of the-
Retiro, the Prado, and the other plantatlons on the
bank of the river, to the weftward the new palace,
the rows of trees along the river, and fome country-
houfes. The eye then purfues the courfe of the
Manzanares wu;h its bridges and canals, and in the

dlﬁance oL
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dx&ance appear the lofty : mountams of Guadarrama
covered with Thow. ‘

Madrid forms an irregular fquare, of which two
fides look toward the | river, and the other two to

the country The town is furrounded by a wall |
of no great thlcknefs, but tolerably hlgh and built
 of mud. It is eafy to walk round it in three hours

“and a half. A line drawn from the. Puerta de
Fuencarral to that of Toledo divides the city in

two parts lengthways, and the diftance is an hour -

~and a quarter. * Another line drawn: from the

Puerta de Alcala to that of Segovia divides the city

’ tranfverfely, and is a walk of neaxly three quarters of

an hour. "According to the laft accounts by Lopez, -

in his Geograﬁa moderna, the number of 1nhab1tants,
excepting the garrifon, the hofpltals, and childreny

amounts to 130,980 occupying 71co houfes, and :
it contains 7% churches 44 monafteries and 31 con- -

venfs. Moft of the churches and monafteties are

not detached bmldmga, but adjommg to other5 i

edifices.
* The old houfes are almoﬁ all of wood but the

néw ones of gramte, which - is brought from a -

diftance of fixteen or’ elghteen leagues. - ‘The old
houfes rarely exceed four ﬁorles, but the néw have
five or fix. The former are decorated with paint-
ings reprefentmg bull- ﬁghta, dancers, &c. i in which

~ the ancient coftume is difplayed. * The others are

quxte ﬁmple, and almoft all painted yellow. “The

Ka"d e
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" old windows are hlgh and narrow, the balconies.
* fmall, the frontxfpleces projecting, but the new are
quite the contrary, they are all in the Tralian ﬁyle,
~ but there is no fcarcity of i 1mages of faints, ‘crucix
; ﬁxes, and madonnas; :
~This mixture of old and new buﬂdmgs is partl-
 cularly, ftriking in places remarkable for their mag- .
. nificence or deformity : .thus for' inftance in the
ftreet of Alcald, or near the cultom-houfe, vvhxch‘
"is a fuperb edifice, you find an old méan bulldmg,
and oppofite to'it awkward unfightly erections ; and "
in the ftréet called Strada de la Cancepczon are fe- ‘
" veral magmﬁcent edifices by the fide of others,’ 2
: that refemble old barracks. The ftreet of Alcala,
the Red de San Luis,. the ftreet of San- Hleramma'
. are undemably the fineft and moft ‘animated, but -
they are dlsﬁgured by many- old buildings ; the
"\ ftreets of Toledo, Sego'vza, and the Calle-mayor with
" its low arcades confift in great meafure of old and
difpleafing buildings, though here and- there we
find a few new and tolerably regular edifices. In
. the firlt of thefe ftreets are even fome wafte fpota.
The celebrated {quare of Puerta del Solis decoratid
on one fide by-the great-and magmﬁcent buxldmg :
of the poft-office called ¢/ Correo, but the two others
“are full of difgufting old houfes, two of which ‘were

gl lately fhored up, though they are at laft pulled !
. down; and as for the Plaza mayor, defcnptlons -

pf whlch are everywhere to be found,, to admxre it
19 e we
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we muft forget the fine fquares of other capitals. But’
all companfons apart, a fquare‘clofed on all fides,
and deftitute of every profpect, does ot appear to |

~me calculated to embellith a great city. However, :
as I am not giving you a topographical defcription |
of Madrid, I fhall refer you to the map fold here

-byevery printfeller, and to which the following work
ferves as a key; Madrid a la vifta, o defcripcion
general compendlofa que mueftra quantos tiemplos,
fundaciones rehgxofas, quarteles, barrios, manzanas,, "
calles, cafas, edificios, tiendas, y operarios contlene,
arreglado el dia 10 de Dixiembre'de 1797.”* This -
map is fuperior to the copy of it in Bourgoanne
on'account of the names that have been added, as
well as of its neater execution ; ; and the .work,
which is clofely printed, contains the moft modern
accounts, more particularly thofe ‘of Ponz in’ his

¢ 7o travels, and of Lopez in his defcrxptlon of the pro-

vince of Madrid. ! :
Let us now’take a ‘view of one of the moft

Luis. * What a varied crowd | what a confuﬁon of .
founds ! Women in ‘black and veiled, men in

, long cloaks, ‘water-carriers, frmt-fellers, magnifi-
cent equipages, - dufty dxlxgences, light calefas, .

waggons drawn by mules and groaning under an

~ enormous weight, a multitude of affes with their

- pack-faddles and bells, and herds of goats, with ..

peafanto gomo- from door to door to milk them.

\ LR UR 4 Further

Al

- ' animated ftreets, as for, inftance the Red de Sama. o

X
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'Further on blind muficiads ﬁngmg thelr tornadillas
or popular fongs, and alguazils crying the orders

of police, a crowd of gallegos or porters, procef=
~ fions of chaplets, guards following the drum, or

confratermtles .elcorting- -a funeral and. ﬁngmg :

' pfalms, the tinkling of bells at all the neighbouring
. churches, and laftly the folemn proceffion of the we-
. merabile ot hoft, when the bells of the children of the
choir bemg heard, every one kneels down, all
"“‘;:ongues are filent, and all hatsoff, all the carriages
ftop, and the tumultuous mafs feems inftantaneoufly

e petriﬁedj but two minutes are fcarcely" elapfed

 before the accuftomed clangor-is rénewed.- ‘

In the centre of Madrid, a Apot - which ‘is ufed
asa p]ace of affemblage by all the inhabitants, and>-
as.a general rendezvous by all perfons of: bufinefs, -

- Isthe: fquare I have aheady mentioned, “called La

ooy Puerta del Sol (or Sun- -gate), in which the moft -
- frequented fireets terminate, as the Red de San~
‘ Luis, the Calle mayor, and that of San-Hlero-,

‘mmo ¥ ,

The public fquares are ufed throughout Spam
~as premenades and places of affemblage. The
 {mall towns and even the v11lages are not without
fuch an open fpace, which is generally in front of
the’ church. It is there the Spaniards recreate

~ themfelves after their labours, or enjoy.the warmth,

of the fun in winter, and even thofe who fcarcelyf’f:‘?
. ever qu1t the town regular ly refort there. From
" : thlS‘

PR S
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this you may eafily conceive the appearance of fuch -

~ a{pot in the centre of the metropolis.

- It has ftruck eleven; and a trop of officers of
the guard with brilliant accoutrements, monks in

black cloaks, charming women in veils embroidered =
.with gold holding the arms of their cortejos, anda

party-coloured crowd of all kinds wrapped up in

their cloaks, pour from every fireet to read the S

* advertifements and pofting-bills (noticias fueltas)

-or the novena of San Felipo commences “Loft.
yefterday at the prado a little girl, and this morning -
a chaplet :” Stolen three days ago fuch and fucha
jewel; if it. has been. taken through want, ‘and if
the thief will reftore it° by his confeffor, he fhall_«""

¢¢ To-day there will be a fermon and mufic at the

Francifcans ; there will be an opera and fuch and’

fuch plays : to-morrow there will be a bull-fight,

- Teceive handfofne reward : The day after to-mor-

~ row will be fold by audion a large crucxﬁx, an -

image of the Madona, and a nacimiento (or cafe

containing the infant. Jefus with the two “other

perfons of the trmlty in wood, plafter, &c.) This

evening ‘the proceflion of the. rofary wxll fet out‘

about eight o’clock.” -

Meanwhile the fquare is conftantly ﬁllmg, fo
that it becomes very difficult to pafs.  Here-are
criers of journals ftunning the paffengers with their -
- noife, people readmg the gazette for a quarto (a

’farthmg), walloon . and fwifs. guards offering

; goods
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goods for fale, hackney- coaches. plying for fares,
old clothefmen, & coblers, fhamers, fellers . of
images and cigars, and huckfters of all kinds tor-
menting, ‘the paﬂ'engers 5 there a numerous circle
crowd tound an ingenious memorialifta or notary,
a very profitable occupatlon and abounding in

~ every ftreet, for nothxng is.to be obtained by verbal
“applications even to a paffport, for which a memo-
rialito muft pafs through ‘an infinity of offices ;
-~ and there a loto with'a dial to be pulled, next him

a juggler with dancing monkeys, and farther on

. goods felling by auétion ; women oglmg the paf-
~fengers alfo mingle in. the crowd while capuchins

with long beards parade with gravxty and folemnity.
Here you are- attacked by a couple- of ballad-
fingers, and- there annoyed by an lmportunate
beggar ; to all which is ‘added ‘the noife of car-
riagesand calefas, and of the nexghbourlng fountaln _

* - re-echoing wzth the loud halloomg voices of the

water-carriers. :
- This. place is far more noily ﬂ;xll on Sundays
and holidays, when crowds of people are flocking

- to the nelghbourmg churches. It is the fathion to

pafs thefe days ‘in the fquare, and many a fair

" who has miffed her lover at church is fure to find'

him ‘here. The groups then crowd upqn‘ each
other to the very gates of the church, and every
ene appears in his beft appafel..

But
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But it ftrikes one, and; the crowd dlfappears;
the porters’ range themfelves near the houfes to

fleep the fiefta or eat their dinner; all the fhops
are lhut at the corners of the ftreets the huckfters

cover their ftalls and Atretch ‘themfelves - befide
them on the-pavement, ‘the place is- cleared, the -

moft noily {treets are quite deferted and dead, and
a folitary paffenger is rarely feen. But no fooner

do the bells ring for vefpers, - than all is_life
: agam, and at.four o’clock the pla¢e is crowded’

anew, . ‘

At this time ]adxes of ea{'y accels iffue forth
~_from their retreats,. {preading on all fides, and no

‘modelt woman'dares be feen abroad without her

cortejo or her duenna and. frequently both, - The
former-is the fame as. a cicifbeo, of whom I fhall

fpeak hereafter,” The latter was formerly a fevere

-governefs or guardxan of the wife paid by the

hufband,” and frequently chofen fram among his

relanons, .but now a. mere lady’s . maid. - The

- women I was {peaking of however are free from

this flavery. - Their light. and bold walk, - their
fhort'and fluttering petticoats, of which the long
“‘and tranfparent fringe expofes to view at every
flep a delicate and bedutiful leg, thofe enticing
veils which rather - dlfp]ay than - conceal their
charms, their' large nofegays, and the coquemﬂz

play of then' fans, chara&erxze thefe dangerous .

- fyrens.
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fyrens. A word or a look, however curfory,.
fuffice. to produce an affi gnatlon, which " is ‘after« "
wards fettled more at leifure in fome nexghbourmg'
i reet s = ‘ :

The firft-rate demlreps, who fhll keep up exter-
nal appearances, ‘generally take with them a little
- girl eight or ten years old, who ferves as their
~ duenna, and, proud of their charms, they ‘wait till
- due- homage is paid them. Thofe of the fecond
clafs, who go alone; ufe lefs referve ;- they fmile-
with grace, and employ the moft feducing. allure-
‘ments they poflefs. : , -

At this time c¢ome the venders of cool water.
(aguadores) crying ¢ Agua frefca! agua frefqulta'
quien beve? quien quiere? Aora viene de la
fuente I’ % Cool water, nice cool water! ~Who
_ drinks? who wants any water, juft freth from the

founfain P Thefe men carry on their fhoulders
a large ftone pitcher faftened on with leather
thongs, and keep goblefs in tin veflels to drink out
of z itis fold at a farthing the glafs. Alfo orange-
gitls' (naranferas) crying ¢« Naranjas,” naranjas' :
dos por tres quartos!; por tres quartos dos!”
“ Oranges, oranges' two~ for three farthings, for
three farthings two ” - The. flower-girls (rg/eras)
¢ Tome vii! tome vrii | fenonto, fefiorita ! tres
-por un quarto : que hermolas! que ricas! el manojo

“un quarto que hermofas yo las tengo.”. ¢ Take -
fome,
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fome, take fome, idear fir ! dear madam ! three for

~a farthing ! how beautiful ! how rich! a farthing a
handful! how beautiful they are!”. The chaife-
drivers (caleferos)  Un calefin, feflor? quantos
affientos ? tome vi. que calefin y que caballo yo
tengo ! vamos fefior ! una buelta al canal o adonde
v quiera,”” ¢ A chaife, Gir! how many feats?
come, fir! what a chalfe, and what a horfe are

mmel come, -fir, a turn to the canal, or wherever
you. pleafe.””,” The news-venders g Gazeta nova, -
gazeta nova! No tengo mas que medxa dozena. :

Quien quiere la ultima gazeta? Tome vit l;
ultima que tengo.”. ¢ The new gazette, the new
_.gazette | L have only half a dozen left. - Who will
have the laft gazette‘s Take it, fir, the laft I
" have” And laftly the beggars ¢ Sefior, una
limofina! por Maria fantiffima! una- \hmoﬁna a
efte pobrecito,’que no puede ganar' una limofina
por los dolores de Maria fantiffima " ¢ Sir, your
charity, for the love of the holy:virgin! ycur cha-
Tity to a poor man that cannot work ! your charity,
by the pains of the holy virgin!” = "Then by degrees

the various ‘equipages go-to the theatres or the

Prado, and on all fides company in chariots, on

mules, and on borricos. At length it is twilight, -

- the bells ring for the -angelus, the lamps are

"llghted before the madonas and in the houfes,"’
while the wme-fcllers and 1emonade-fellers light up
: . their
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their thops, and everywhere are feen’ lxttle tableg
- with french rolls ‘and paper lanterns. Que
ricos ! que tiernecitos ! que blanditos ! "‘VHow
~ rich! how freth ! how foft ¥** The. fioife of the:
' paflengers, the rumbling of: carriages. increafes
every ‘moment, and the whole fquare is full of -
'people. Here guitars and. voleros are hedrd, there .
a 'ballad- ﬁnger finging ‘the laft new: ballad and
ftories of men hanged, then a vigorous copper-
coloured 1mﬁionary preachmg to a penitent popu-
lace, while hxs audlence are appomtmg aﬁigna-, :
tions. ' VoA ‘
A third clafs of courtezans ‘ife how in full
dlfplay,' all having now left their hovels and
garrets 3 and havmg fortified their courage in,
fome npplmg houfe - (botelleria), - they advance
in high " fpirits into the fquare. ¢ Ah- hijo de
“mi‘alma!” exclaim they, throwing their arms
round the neck of - the firt man they ‘meet,
‘and covering his mouth with kiffes, ¢ Como va?
~como te hallas, querldoP Quieres ver mi quar-
tito? Saves que tengo -una camita? 'No fe ha
vifto camita femejante !” To which they add
geftures that would make you. bluth even in the
. dark. And yet thefe._women are frequently not
deftitute of wit and talents, and often have .
- their heads full of verfes which they recite. Thefe =
fcenes  take -place at the corner of the pofts -
' E houle




houfe (el corres) and of th¢ Red de San-Luis,

cor the guard from the corps- de—garde, dxfperfes
“them for a few moments.
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' till the proceflion of the rofary with its lanterns,
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L'ETTER: XXIX.

. Prnmenade: of Madrid. —‘Tl;e Prads. —1Iis ﬁ ot Appearame.

: Irrigation, —Eguzpage: ~—Contrafts.—DeJcription of the Pro-
menade in Carriages.— Animated Appearance of the Multitude.—
The Angelus.—The Evening.~Walks at Bucn Retiro.— Pafféo
de las Delicias. —Other Promenade: on the weft Sza’e qf the Czt_y

-—Enruzran: in general
.LI:T us now take a view of, the proménades of .
Madrid. We will begin by the moft celebrated,
. namely the Prado (pronounce Pr a-o) . :
~\The Prado is'a ‘walk about three quarters of -

" an hour long 2nd is fituated almoft at the extre-
ity of the town, which it interfe®s from the
gate of the Recoletos to that of Atocha.. The
walks here are likewife interfected by the. ftreet of
- San Hieronimo, that of the Jardin’ Botémvico,'and
that of Atocha. Its entrance and firft divifion
from the Puerta de Recoletos as far as the ftreet of
Alcala is narrow, having only one avenue of trees
running along befide the great ftreet, and at the -
extremity is a fuperb fountain, whither people
rarely go. The fecond part, from the ftreet of

Alcala to that of San Hieronimo, has in the middle .

~ a broad avenue that follows the road furm{hed
with -
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with' benches and ‘adorned with an annque foun- e,
tain; The third’ part from the &reet of San-erro- g
nifo t6 that of the Jardm botamco is narrower, and’

" has’ only two’ aveniies on the fides whxch mcloi’e

theé road bétween' them and a “fountain at each end. \
The' fourth’ part from' the’ fireet of the jardin™
botafiicd” to ‘that of Atocha’ purfues ‘the’ fame lmeé |
along ‘the’ foﬁ'e, and at the'end is ‘another fountam.
Independently of the prxnc1pal entry ‘which mter-.
feéts'thie whole Prado ‘there is another on the nght¥
ﬁdé ‘Both hned thh houfes and gardens. ,

" Thé'firlt " appearance of "the’ Prado begmnmg
from the calle de Alcala is very  grand 3 3 'the breadth ]
of the ﬁreet, thq palaces, the’ mona{’(erles thh thelr Fy o Fari
terraces, and the other edxﬁces, all of ﬁne archltec-  Cone
ture,’ the view of the' magmﬁcent gate to whxch one’ :
of the avenues leads, the foir rows of large toftéd 4 b
trées; and the fuperb fountams of marble, all thefe' |
obje&s produce a very ftriking” effect. The fame® g
miay” be faid of ‘the ‘view from ‘the ftreet of San- C ok
Hlerommo, which prefents at 1ts entrance a palace, :
a magmﬁcent hofpxtal and’ two fuperb mona&enes, | _ ,
and i front” the Toyal reﬁdem:e of Buen Reuro. O
The. third point” of view ‘from the ftreet of the’ ' :
;ardm botanico is more conﬁned, ‘and has nothmg
it remarkable. That from the calle de Atocha :
is extremely ammated “and’ the eye plunges into a

iy~

10i’rg avenue extendmg as far as’ ‘the ‘monaltery of | \
g i
San-'I‘hox‘ﬁas.

it e s - The
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“The embelhfhment of thePrado, asis wellknown, i
- ’_nwas the work of the Conde de. Aranda.: The forl,
, oppofed the greatel’t obﬁacles» to fuch plantatlons,l
“but thefe have been overcome by means of an arti- :
ﬁc1a1 lrrlgatlon, effe&ed ata yery, conﬁderable ex-.
penfe.' For thrs purpofe fmall canals ‘a foot xn

_ breadth and depth haye been cut among the trees,

and are_every day fupphed from the. fountams. -
Round each jreg is a {mall crrcular. foﬁ'e, in. whlch
the water 1s retamed ttll it mounts hrgh enough
to run off into. the neat canal - Thus . the trees,
which are. moftly elms and.chefnuts, contrnually
preferve the;r verdure, . .. ., Y g
. The clock ﬁrlkes four and the ﬁeﬁa 1s pa{’c The
walks of the Prado are watered the venders of fweef-
| meats and oranges appear, the charl'e-dnvers arrange ]
therr calefas, the Walkers are d1fperfed up and down
A the avenues, coaches pafs to occupy the mlddle road
and gradually become numerous,f the dragoons ap-
pomted to keep order arrlve at thetr po{t the ﬁles of
carrxages begm to form', grh\hthg longer and longer
eVery moment, ‘and prefently hundreds of ‘them
'begtn to move gently along, whrle the mrddle 1s
.ﬁlled with gentlemen on horfeback. i
Nothxng can’ be more 1nterefhng than thls ﬁght
'xs rendered by ‘the novelty of the feene. It is here, .’
that equipages « of all kinds ' are drfplayed in the molf
ancrent and molt ‘modern taﬁes, from the charxotx 3
of parade to'the mof’c mrferable fiacre. I'hts forms
' - g moﬂl

\
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2 moft ﬁngular eontraft both in individuals and in-
the general appearance of the “whole.: - Here we
fee an elegant vis-a-vis drawn by a pair of - decreplt"
mules with halters on their heads and harneﬁ'ed
with' cords; there fine courfers’ with engh[h acou-
trements drawmg a heavy gothxc coach, ‘a troop of "
powdered lacqueys and 4 dirty coachman in a grey
cloak, the moft ridiculous aﬂemblage of colours in-
the liveries, and the ftrangeft paintings and grotefque
fhapes together with:a profufion of vulgar glldxng
and other ornamen;s, in fhort:a barbarous mix-
ture of every " thing “the ~moft difcordant. * T will”
venture to aflert, that: among near two hundred :
carriages, that pafled in review before us, we did not .
obferve ten that were, tolerable, or fuch as 'may be-
feen'in the great capitals of Germany,, as for in- -
{tance ‘at- Berlin, and above ‘all, there were not-
twenty ‘drawn by horfes, . mules: being . generally'
preférred, becaufe they bear fatigue better. " In-ad-:
_ dition- to thisthere is fufpended behind each.. car-+
riage'a fmall painted foot-ftool to be placed: uri:
der. the ftep when the company choofe to get
OURL ot Fndiy i oid bt
" The. appearance of the company thhm isno lefs*
mtereﬂmg They are indegd: very completely feen3:
- becaufe the fide pannels ire taken out or formed of -
glafs. The veil, the ba/guina petticoat)and ina word
 the whole fpanifh coftume -have now difappeared ;-
the ladxes vie with each other in the fathion and’
‘ ‘ £ 1 St nadjuﬁment




148, ‘ TRAVELS, 1N smm. :

adjuftment of thelr drefs, they are all transformed
_into Greeks, and the nudmes for. thch the chmate
- is an excule are authonfed by the examples of, theu’
models, ' -
YVhat vwaclty what art' what a &ruggle to,
attra& attenuon, to bow to one another, to be.obs:-
ferved and, to make mutual ﬁgns‘ Young girls;
: thh theu‘ duennas, belles, with their cortejos, old;

* dukes with; thelr confeffors, nurfes’ with their.chil-:

- dren, prleﬁs with pampered faces, oﬂicers full ofx :

1mpudence, old mummies of ducheffes, and young:
children ,playmg, B,utho,w,.ﬂl_»all,_, I pourtray 2.
moving picture, that changes every. moment?
" Here are lacqueys running ta perform their mafters’:

orders,, gompany on foot going up to the carriages -
to. fay. fweet things to the ladies,” fome carriages”

i quitting therank, and replaced .by. others ; there a

reftive mule- dxﬁurbmg the whole train, the dragoons g
prancmg on all fides, people on horfeback crqﬁing, %
beggars-and fruit-fellers following the carriages,and -
no objeét: remaining a fingle: moment in. the famev-
poftpres siond; b il G B L0
~ The feats, whxch extend from the botame garden-.
to the _othei: end, of the: Prado, ‘are all occupied
- by the particoloured crowd of fpé&_atdi‘s, aswell as. -
- the chairs in the pti,n_cif)é_l avenue, which {warms-
~with people walking, The lateral ayenues of Buen;
Retiro, and the green. {ward at the upper epd are:
equally full, . The water-carriers. go -crying out:.

[ - along
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long the ‘middlé ‘of ‘the avenues, the patroles :

, ﬁlently walk along them.  The people on foot Te-

“Yurn gaily from the promenacle, the whole Prado

refounids with a kind of buzzing murmur, and if

the veils of the women. and the men’s cloaks ad-

* mitted of more varlety, xt would be completely
tharming. ~ 2

But twilight at length &6mes on, the bells ring -
for the angelus, when the whole company becomé
as fixed as ftatues, and every carriage ftops. The"
prayer bemg ﬁmlhed they again begin to move, -
and’ carriages obllru& every ftreet. At this hour :
'the tertullas commence, and' the Prado begms to - :
be more ‘tranquil ; but "this voluptuous obfcurity;

“the magie play of the moon’s fhadows, the balmy

odouts 6f the botanic garden, and the harmonious

founds of guitars ftill detain the forelgner, till the -
deepenmg fhades and a umverfal caim mduce hxm‘
to rétire, f g

- Thété i another promenade in the nexghbour-
hood of the Prado, the garden of Retiro, that vaft

- but unintéréfting palace, fo well known to ‘all the -

world. Although this garden daily  falls off, yet
it {hll retains fome charms. Its elevated ﬁtuatxon,
-which commands a part of the Prado, the town,
and nexghbourmg country, its' pute and refrefh<
ing air, its fine avenues of trees and pleafing groves,
& large fheet of water, and feveral fmaller bafins, the

1.3 | - fhady
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- fhady mall, and a’fuperb - mendgerie of forelgn"
Vammals, the great porcelain manufa&ory, and the
‘artificers’ dwellings every night attra@ a great deal.
.of company, who fometimes crowd each other much
in the walks along the waterfide and the great' :
mall L
It is the ﬁrﬁ clafs that prmcxpally frequents thls /
'garden, becaufe an entire freedom in-drefs prevails - .
there, and more particularly becaufe the women -
~are obliged, by an ancient order of Count Aranda
-which’is rigoroufly obferved, to unveil on entering .
~ Hence the fafhions and changes of drefs may here
be viewed at'once. As to the ‘men, they are alfo -
- fubjeé‘t to a partlcular law, which howéver is by no
" ‘means oppreffive, that of taking off their hats for
a few moments when they enter the garden, which -
- the fentinels are fo attentive to enforce, that.to-
'every ftranger who is ignorant of this ufage they .
call out, ¢ Sefior a la entrada fe quita el fombrero”.
¢ On enteting here, fir, you muft take off your -
hat e . iy Mooy
There is a thlrd promenade, formed by the
avenues of trees, extending from the gate of Atocha
to the Manzanares, called El pafleo de las delicias,
one of ‘which leads dire@ly by the bridge over the
canal to the river; the other turns off to the nght,_. i

crofTes the ﬁelds, and again joins. ‘the former near

: the canal. ‘The trees, Wthh are well kept up, ate
' lofty



~Tofty and tufted, and the place commands a vie view of

“arich and verdant plam watered by an mﬁmty of
_{mall foffes. : 3

g0 in their_carriages to the Prado, the latter on
- Sunddys. The pnm:lpal objeét is to breathe a
‘cooler and purer air. . Hence carriages are always

the great meadow that runs along the Manzanares.
- This laft proménade is crowded, efpecially on Sun- "
‘ days, with - petfons of every *defcription, who pafs ' ’ i
“'the afternoon in dancing, eatlng, and playmg at
' pelota, and other. games.

left at the end of the Prado: it leads to a carthua 3
“and it is only when the number of carriages at the
~_ and that but very rarely

~each watered by a kind of chain purnp, and a thick
- fhady avenue leads along the edge of the fields to

~ hufbandmen guiding the plough, and the great road,
- whichis full of paflengers and carriages. -~ - .}

TRAVELS i SPAIN. / ‘1 i

Both perfoﬁé of fafhxon and the commbon people
frequent this promenade, the former before they

feen wamng, while the ,company. are walkmg in.

3 . ¥

" There is another very agreeable avenue, before
you arrive at the gate of Atocha, turning, to the

fian ‘monaftery.’ But this walk i is rather fohtary,
Prado is very great, that the ranks extend hither, .

" Out of the gate to the left you pafs before fome 5
very fine gardens, which are full of vegetables, and

the gate of Alcald. The fcenery here is pleafant
and’ rural, confifting of farms, fheep at pafture,

L g g e it e Thele
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Thcfe are the promenades to the e}aﬁward I
Jhall now defcnbe the weﬁern parts oqt pf the

gate called Ia Puerta de Segovxa. ,
. Before traverfing. the fuperb brxdge, whtch is

3

g worthy ofa ﬁner rxvet the txaveller may | turn to
the nght along an avenue of trees leadmg to the o
Palace of Prado. : To the left he wxll fee the £op-
che of the Manzanares, near whxch upon a hexght
is the new royal palace. - However various may be - -
the _]udgments of architeds relative to that as yet |
unformed mafs, all agree that in this point | of view
xt prodnces a dtfagreeable eﬁ‘e& A dead wall in
rums with a few houfes of no- great appearance
rifing ‘above it, a mean gate, and a dirty fandhtll
are not the embelhfhments we expe& to adorn the. -
approaches to a buxldmg mtended for the reﬁdence’ ‘
of the firft perfonages of the ftate. 2

But let us purfue our route,whtch now leaves the
Manzanares.' The road is enhvened by fine gar-
dens on ‘both ﬁdes, and the fcenery is pleaﬁng and
‘rural.  Here and there are chapels, farms, houfes
of' ruftic entertainment, and  we breathe the pure
atr from the Guadarrama mountams. S

To return home we defcend 1nto the valley, ‘
where a fmall rlver runs m vartous narrow channels,,
In thxs part are feen feveral deltghtful groves, and
on the banks of ‘the dtiferent channels an tnﬁmty*
of wafherwomen, each havmg ‘her feparate wathing’
place, where they extend thetr lmen in fummer,

and .
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and all the nelghbourhood is full of huts for' wath-
ing and places for 'drying clothes. - But without .
feeing the fpot it is impoffible to form an idea of
the tumultuous chattering of fo many Wafherwome;; '
 affembled together. - v
- The back part of this avenue, whxch Is bounded
by feveral meadows, ferves on Sundays as a place

R L AT

of affembly and of recreation for the middling clafs o

"who inhabit the weftern part. of the capital, at
which times the whole plain is covered with people
 taking their refrefhments on’ the turf, playmg at‘ -
pelota or at cards, and dancing boleros. 4
‘To the left of - the gate of- Segovxa we foon come

> pleafant road leading to fertile fields and com- -
mandmg a view of the cultivated hills to the right
beyond the, Manzanares. = This road infenfibly
afcénds, and to the left are feen;fome tippling houles,

where 'the foldiers of the fwifs regiments are ac-

cuftomed .to aflemble to play at different games.
All languages are’ heard there, but the German is .
moft prevalent, and the fides of the road are fel-,
dom without fpettators. ' '

- Farther onto the rightarea ftll greater number -
-of rural houfes of entertainment. Thofe who go
there- to drink, fit along the road or under arbours
thaded with branches of fir, where they gaxly pour
hbatxons to the god of wine. But prefently the
Manzanares and neighbouting banks are again dif-

- covered then the magmﬁcent bridge of Toledo,
: : and‘

N

B : .
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" and in the diftance the vineyard houfes, which Joi’ti

the fartheft of the wafherwomen’s huts, . Proceed-

; .ing fHill in a firaight line we come again to the

- paffeo de las dehcnas, of which I have already glven.f
ayaLa defcnpnon. :
" By this fketch you wxll percezve that moﬂc of the :
-3 environs of Madnd are not fo naked or fo dreaty,
" .as they were perhaps thxrty years ago. ‘To the
A _--‘northward and eaftward alfo are fields moftly culti- :
- vated, and by degrees the inhabitants will level the

' i.:,banks of fand and of calcareous carth that ftll ; re~ ,

= 'mam. When we reflet on the difficulties arxﬁngA :
" from a barren foil, a burnmg climate, and  the
- fcarcity of .water, we cannot fuﬂicxently applaad' :
',the aﬁiduxty and zeal beftowed by government on
. the embelhfhment of the metropohs. ‘ -
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than ‘the heat is oppreflive-in fummer ; nor is it un-

 very light and very pure. " The. fpamih phyficians

the elevated fituation of Madrid, its diftance from.

extent of the plains, :

The heat, efpecially durlng the dog days, is fo
‘extreme, that we feem to be breathing fire, and yet.
within doors the inhabitants have the art of keeping

outﬁde with venetxan blinds and curtains, and

v

¢ Babmginn Uil il il . within -
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The State of Medicine in general.—Provifions—Markets.—
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1 THE chmate of Madnd 1s pecuharly _varxable it
: '.’and fubje to fudden changes from one extreme to s
the other. . The cold is no lefs fevere in winter

common  to fee' the wind in all the four quarters
Jurmg a fingle morning. ; Yet the air is in general

account for all the peculiarities of the climate from

the fea, the vicinity of the mountains, and the vaft.

their houfes cool, - They are all fitted up .on the
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 within with fhuttérs ; the floors, whxch ire of tife,
are contmually watered, all the balconies have |
- cloth coverings, and the doofs are conftantly open.
_The {panilh archite&s eftablith it as a rule to build
the rooms very high and very long, to make few
“windows, but as many ‘doors- as poﬂ'zble, and thefe
always correfpondmg with each other. . ‘They who -

- have many apartments remove from one to another .
according to.the tithe of day, but thofe whofe cir-
camftances do not admit of this luxury difperfe”
themfelves through the kitchen and paffages, at the -
houfe-door, &c.  They make no ceremony of
throwing off their clothes, yet no one quits his la- -
“bour. All the other occupations of the day go on
».as ufual, the great fquare, the theatre, the Prado,
the tertullas, and the npphng houfes are filled as
uvfual, only the fiefta is prolonged, people drink.
more frequently, and fit up’a part of the night.,
Tt is only when the folano blows, durlng -which
 the air we breathe feems hquxd fire, that the ftréets
appear lefs frequented even at other hours than thcy
fiefta, but after funfet the tumult is the more in-

- cteafed, and every one comes out into the open air- .

to enjoy the frefco or cool of the evening. It is
~ alfo a rule that houfe-keepers ﬂmuld water the‘_ v
ftreets night and morning:- it EEREH
- The greater the heat of fumuier, the moré fens
fible the following wintef becomes; althOUgh thef.

thermometer rarely finks ten degreés below fréezing :
0 s pomt'
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pqin;@ .but: the, half:ruined, walls, the- long- and
lofty, apartments, . where. not a fingle window. or,
door.fhuts, clofe,, the: floors ,of; tile, on which the-
mats. (efteras) regam;vc:y little heat,_the want-of:
froves;or fire-places, for: which: the-chafing difhes:
(braferos) here in ufe:aresvery. bad fubftitutes, 'all“
thefe- clrcumftances‘ contribute: to incteafe the fe-
verity. of :the .cold north winds, -which: blow - from
the. mountains,’ caufing-a’ humid: cold, whlch fo« :
reigners find infupportable. i

~The chmate therefore produces feveral epldeml-
cal “diforders, of - whlch fevers, efpecially of the' -
 typhus. kind, phthxﬁs, and cholics, are the moft
common.. “The fudden changes of ‘the atmofphere"
and the fharp penetrating air, which in fummer is
xmpregnated with’ fandy parncles, are_the chlef
" proximate caufes. - The cholic (el colico de Madrid)®
lsavery dangerous diforder, and, as people here
aﬂ'ert, can only be properly treated by the phyﬁ-.
cian of the country I was not attacked with. 3
but the fymptoms as_ well as the mode of treaung

it feem £q ;ndu;ate, that 1t depends on the nervous :
\fy&em, ‘.‘.‘1‘ ’“’

There are at, Madnd exghteen hofpxt'ﬂs, the ad-

Vantages ancl ‘adminiftration of which have often .
been defcnbed at large., But,the number of phy- -
‘ ﬁcxans has never been ftated. ‘Itamounts accordmg
v@O the royal almanack to 14 5.0 It may eafily be
" & . " imagined
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o rmagmed how many empmcs there mitift be in’ fucfl

coal mulntude. But ever Tfince' the protomedrcado,
~ among’ the members “of ‘which "are 'fuch ‘men'as
. Don'Luis de Ortega, have been ‘more ftrict in their-
examinations, an 1mprovement in +this branch of
' civil policy may be expe&ed annually. =/
'~ . Hitherto the preference has always been grven to
englith and german phyficians. :- An Irifhman for -
inftance, one O¢Scalan, was the firft- that made"
‘inoculation known in Spain by his - Pratica mos-
derna de la Inaculat:on, and the phyﬁcrans of the
various embaﬁ”adors have’ found equal honour and .
advantage in the exercrfe of their - profe{ﬁon,
Meanwhile every decennmm fhows 4 .an increafe of .
ikxlful phyﬁc1ans, and the univerfity of Valencxa
has the honour of havmg fent forth the moﬁ:
N dlftmgul[hed \'f_ 7 iowiie iy

Thefe advances wrll above all aﬁ'e& the treat- j'
ment of the venereal Tt not long ﬁnce the prac-
tice of forergn countries began to be adopted and
" -'yet it has already become more general owxng to
the darly 1mprovement of pubhc 1nf’cru€tron. Man-
kind are even indebted to two fpanifh botanifts for .
-the drfcovery of two fpecrﬁcs drawn from the
i Germany 1 meat? the agave and the begoma. i
The work on this fubje has beeti tranflated into
German from the Ita]xan, rf I am not mxﬁaken,,by

» HFD &w ',.J

‘one Krcuchauf . i :
- : Surgery
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Surgery has in like manner experienced the
' happy effelts of the changes that have taken plice

~dpring the {aft ten years. = We read in the public’

prints accounts of a yaft. number of fuccefsful

operations, v_the‘ defcriptions of which fhow, that the

pradtitioners can appreciate the difficulties they have -

tq encounter, apply. the proper remedies, and imis

tate their maf’cers the French. One -of the moft*

ikllful oculx&s in this metropolis is- Dona Vlétona;

- Feliz, celebrated for innymerable operatmns equallyu_

1 difficult and fuccefsful, Py
~ 'This fubject naturally leads me to fay afew

u'ords pn food and provifions in general.

~The markets of acity and the provifions brougbt
" there conftitute in many refpe&s the meafure of the~

luxury that prevaxls - As in fmall country -towns - ”

~ bread, butcher s .meat, fifh, vegetables, and frmt,'
are the prxncxpal objeéts of confumptton, fo.in'the -
capttal are united all the luxuries of the table, and -

" the prody&ions of all Spain are heaped togetherin -

] one ﬁngle fpot.. The market of Madrid is held in the -,
{  Plaza-mayor, of Whlch I have already fpoken, and-

- which, if it cannot. be compared with thatof Covent- -

Garden in London,is pretty conﬁderable for Ma-
- drid; the gbundance of provifions of all kmds, fet out

partly under the arcades and partly in the middle of

- the fquare, correfpondmg with the importance of a

metropohs. - On entermg we fee two. large tables

: sl

hung up, the one containing’ the prices of fith, -

‘and
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and’ the” oth’erx tHofe’ of “other” provxﬁons, arranged

T vaccordmg t0 certain’ rules Thefe tio tables are”

renewed ‘from Saturday to Satdrday, although the‘: :

e utility-of fuch regulatrons is ftill ‘problematical.’

Among the* lower" orders the: mode of’ hvrng is”
‘extremely’ ﬁmple, and there is’ very* little vériation”
i their’ food’; their difhés ‘arg’ almoft” every day'the’
'fame. Borled or roaft meat, broiled or fried ﬁfh
dried’ o frefh vegetables, eggs, “and onions; con-"
,ﬁrtute their’ ufual meals, ‘and*'the lower claffes” at
Madrid fcarcely know ‘any other” feafomng than
indian"pepper. - Perfons of higher’ rank'are no Tefs
faithful to their national’ difhes,” but” they ‘ add’
 thireto,’ by - means’ of french ‘cooks, the* reﬁﬁe-

“méntsof “modern” luxury. "For fuch” dxﬁmgux{hed
tables ' the” Plaza-mayor fupphes pheafants from”
Arragon, frefh' vefugs-fith fent in ice from - Bxfcay, .
pomegranates - from* Valenicia and water-meloﬁs
'from Andalufia. -~ ¢ kil s G Nl

‘Common’ provxﬁons are ‘not very dear‘. Ths :
‘beef is-cow beef; but excellent, (becaule the beaﬂ'.q :
is never ufed for draught, oxen bemg employed in*
hufbindry;) and cofts' five- pence halfpeniy ot fix-"
pence the’pound; beft: breadfeven fatthiings the”
pound; and ‘eggs about ten-pence the dozen'’s e
. getables and lemons “are fometimes fo' chédp; that“
four people may make'a méal’ for- about two-petices
Lémons are‘'a halfpenny ‘each.” The cuftom’ m"' r

. Spain is; that the men, not the women',‘ fhowld go"f\
_r o
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to market, nor can the latter be fo employed even
among the Iower orders, thhout mcurrlng the re-
proach of bad economy. . 4 g

At Madrid the bread and the water are excellent. .
Of the former there are different kinds, the fineft
of which is called pan candial,’ and is baked in

_pounds and half-pounds, in the fhape of crowns or
fmall circles, and 'four-cornered hats & but how-

ever white and however agreeable to the palate, |
it much loads the fl:omach of thofe who are not
accuftorned ‘to it, becaufe the dOUgh is again -
kneaded with dry flower to render it whiter. Hence -
for thofe who defire it a fecond fort of bread is
~made called pan frances or french bread, which is a
medium between the pan candial and french bread
properly fo called, but which far furpaﬁ'es the . -
latter in whitenefs. = Befides thele there are three

other forts to fupply ‘the demand of the various

claffes of people.

As to the water it comes from the Guadarrama,

“ whence itis brought to Madrid on fand and gravel.
It has all the good ‘qualities of mountain fprings, -
but our german pumps and refervoirs ‘are wholly
unknown here, and nothing is ufed but large ex-

~ cavated trees furnifhed with cocks that fpout into
~2 bafon, Only in a very fmall number of private

houfes pipes are feen. . The cuftom of fending the

| fervants for water 1is not known at Madrld ~and-
MR SM bok hemﬁﬁ

’ ¥
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| ;hence arifes a traﬂic in water which merits fome
._attentxons : ol ;

This fubordmate commerce is enmely in the
hands of the Gall‘egos or Galicians,” who a& par tly
‘as watet-carriers and partly as porters, like, the
- Auvergnats at. Paris, while the Afturians ‘are ge-
- merally coachmen and lacqueys.. Thefe gallegos,
- who fell water both in large and fmall quéntities,
 form a feparate corporation, which divide the city
_and its quarters, fireets, and houfes among the
»rmembers, fo -that the walk and cuftom of each
become a property, which he may bequeath to his
chxldren or fell. to. another;: gallego, but not-toa
% ﬁranger. The occupation of thefe men is. very
Iaborious, but at the fame time. fo advantageous,
that moﬁ of them, lafter purfuing it for fome years,
return home with confiderable fums of money, and
fell'their walks for fifty. or fixty piaftres. They
receive from every houfe where they - éarry a
barrel of water daily a piaftre - per 'month, - for
two barrels two plaﬂres, and fo on, and each
~ gallego fupplles ten or twelve houfes. In fummer
therefore. they are feen at the fountain at all
‘hours of the. day, where they often quarrel and
come to blows to get their veflels filled: before
their nelghbours. Thefe aguadores: are alfow em-
ployed as purveyors,’wheir the occupations of the
- mafter of the houfe will not permxt him_to. go.to
‘ marketa'
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market, and if he is not rich enough tokeep a
man fervant: nor is any mﬁdehty to be appre=~ -
hended on their part; all the prices being fixed as
I have already ftated. . This corporation pays a tax
annually for the mamtenance of the pumps.

There is a fecond clafs of thefe men who fell

“water retail, which they cry about the ftreets, and
form no diftiné corporation. They go about with
large pitcherson their head, and every onc is free
to exercife this calling. Thus a poor cobler is con«:
tented with working at his trade in the morning,
efpecially in' fummer, and in the afternoon goes

“about felling water, They carry thieir - glafles in
fmall tin cafes or in bafkets. The price of a glafs of
water is fixed at half a farthing, and thus during
the hot weather they gain elght-pence or ten-pence
a day

The wines ufually drunk at Madrid are thofe of
la Mancha, and efpecially of Valdepenas and of

- Manzanares. The quart, which in la ‘Mancha

~cofts at moft three farthings, amounts at Madrid'
in confequence of the ‘duties to near two-pence..

~ Itis well known that in Spain wine is kept, notin

. ‘barrels or glafs bottles, but in leathern veffels made
of goat fkin and called pellejos, but it often lofes
s Puencrth in pouring from one veffel into another,

- Dot to mention the pitchy flavour it- always con-
trallts in new leathern bottles, unlefs ‘the greateft
Precautions are taken., Itis.fold however pure and

' e M2 0 unadule

Ny
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‘unadulterated, that art being as yet unknown to the
winz= dealers in this country. - c

* Their botellerias or wme-houfes are much fre-
_quented, efpecmlly by the common people, who
“never take theit wine but by copas or quarter
pints, thinking, thereby to multxply their enjoy-
ments. Even when they make their moft, copious
libations, they ftill adhere to their cuftom of calling
for fmall quantities, though by the’ frequent repe-
tition of thefe {mall meafures, takmg fometimes as
many as twelve copas, the wme-dealer gams a larger
PTOﬁt- : . 5 R o
i There are botli ted and white mancha wme, the -

i former of which has a° very agreeable aromanc

fmell; a very fine ruby colour, and is very heady

It is ftill more delicaté than burgundy, burits good-

nels eafily evaporates, and it heats thofe who are
not | jaccuftomed to it. = Neverthelefs "Spaniards,
‘while drmkmg it, fmoke their cigars without in-
convenience.: ' The whlte-wme is exa&ly fimilar in
‘colour to champagne. If is fomewhat: rough but -
not fo ftrong, and cheaper than the red. . It is fent

~ in hampers to England and America. |

~ There are allo at Madrid liqueur-wines (vinos -

" generofos).at the warehoufes where the finer wines

are fold, and thofe who would drink pure unmixed

- malaga, ﬂlerry (xeres), canary; “or madeira, will

find them there. - At other botellerias is allo
found a beer called San Andrew s, which is a feeble
ol : “imitation - -
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imitation of englifh porter, at nine-pence a “bottle.

It is brewed.by an, Englithman ‘who is fettled at >

“fome port in the north of Spain,  and who turned

catholic to obtain this privilege. It is faid this fpe- - -
culation has. been facilitated by very confiderable
quantmes fent to\America. “As tothe coﬂ'ee-houfes "

or rather coffee- fhops, there are feveral at Maclnd

but they fcarcely deferve mention. - The beft: coffee

is drunk at the Golden Fountain . (La Fontana de

Oro), where at leaft one gazette may be feen, called '
El Diario de Madrid, and thofe who “are known -
there can alfo procure a’ﬁght of the London Ga-
éette.; The- nation in_general feem to have but
little tafte for this fpecies of affembly. .

As to good inng there is fcarcely more than’ one \
called the Crofs of Malta: (La. Cruz de Malta) in
the ftreet of Alcala, which is deficient in nothing -
but that it requires more ground. It is alfo the
beft fonda, that is,” the moft famous’ larder in

Madrid. . There is a multitude of other pofadas,
“but people rarely dine there. * Almoft every [treet

has other fmall eating-houles for the lower orders,

fuch-as muleteers, huckfters, and foldiers. Every -

one however may find what he wants there ; but
there are ‘other houfes merely to fleep at or Aire
beds as the infcription fays (Aqui fe alquila camas), .
which is written in letters of gold on a large fign-
board. The price of a bad dirty bed without a
candle is about-a penny per ‘night, but with a can-
M 3 iy . dle
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dle and clean theets four-pence, and fo on gradually .
up to eight-pence and a thilling. :
~ The living at fo- great an inn as the Cruz de
Malta being very dear, perhaps too much fo for
any length of time to fuit many foreigners, I would
advife them to lodge in fome private houfe, in-
numerablé advertifements of which may be feen
daily in the Madtid journal under the title of
Un matrimonio bufea un huefped (a family wants an
inmate), by which means a thoufand opportunities
of boarding may be found. In fuch families they
charge for a furnifhed room with an alcove for the .
bed (fala con alcova) thirteen or fourteen reals a
day, breakfalt' and fupper included. ~This plan
cannot be too ftrongly recommended’ to foreigners
'Who' with to become familiar ‘with ‘the language of
the copntry, or the manners and cuftoms of the

. middling clafs of 1nhab1tants, beﬁdes procurmg at

~ the fame time innumerable other focial advantages.
The bare rent fca,rcely amounts to ﬁve reals a day. .
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N 4 ' > Mlddd- -
Iz the men are dlf’cmgux{hed by their peculiar
charaer, the fpanifh women are diftinguifhable for
the warmth'of their con{htutxons. T will give you'
fome account of them..

A fanatlcal enthufiafm for the rehglous fyﬁem of
their country, pride that would bend every thing
beneath its yoke, a fingularity that knows no law
. but its own will, a paffion for revenge in oppofition

to which nothing is held facred, and an unbridled
“love of pleafure are by no means an amiable af-
, femblage of quahtles yetall thefe are compenfated
in the fpanith women by a fidelity and an attach-
ment that nothing can fhake, by ftrength of
mind and heroifm carried to the utmoft height. -
All their fenfations are violent, but they havea
charater of energy and of fubhmxty, that would
M 4 JUs T earry
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carry you away ‘in fpite of your better Judgment '
and of all your phllofophy - '
~ The phyfiognomy of a fpanith woman bears the
~ ftamp of fenfibility. Her flender form, her ma-
jeftic ftep, her fonorous voice, her black and bril- .
liant eye, the vivacity of her gefhculatlon, ina
word the whole attion of her perfon thows the tem-
perature of her foul.  Her premature charms are
too foon difplayed, and fade with equal rapidity. -
- The climate, the heanng ahments they ufe, excefs in
their amufements, every thmg contributes to pro-.
duce this effe. ‘At forty years of age a fpanifh -
“woman feems twice as old,- and her whole exterior
fhows exhauftion and premature old age. Almoft
_all have a down upon their upper lip, a peculiarity
. which fhows the warmth of their conftitutions, but
which is fo'difagreeable, " that they have recourfe to
the welleras or women whofe bufinefs it is to pluck
out the hair. Almoft all have fpoiled their teeth"
‘by an immoderate ufe of dulces or [weetmeats.
- A fpanifh woman is fincerely and irrevocably at* -
tached to her religion. ' Her iender veneration for -
the madonna,-her devotion to her patron faint may
occupy’ her infantine heaxt, the pomp of ceremo= -
nies may amufe her unpra&ifed fenfes, but thefe -
pious illufions, " this myftical enthufiafm, and thefe .
facred tendernefles certainly open her foul to the
 attacks of love. “To love a faint naturally awakens
a fenfe of her fexuahty, and thus a voluptuous de- -
B 9 . J vOtlon o
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votion becomes from fixteen-years of age the moft
important occupation of her life. In this view alone

can the contradi&ions in her conduét be explained,

and her continual alternations of penitences and
aberration accounted for, as well as the phyfical in-
fluences exercifed over her by the priefts. . - -

- Divided between religious duties and the pleafures
of fenfe, a fpanith woman feems to be in a ftate of
continual warfare between her confcience and her
conftitution, Yet in fpite of conftraint -nature at
length overcomes the rigour of her principles, and
the ends by quletmg her conlcience with the idea of
being able to expxate enjoyment by a mafs ora
prayer. Hence it is by no means rare to feea"
beautiful woman quit the arms of love to kneel
before a madonna, and, being reconciled by this.

a& of devotion, again haften to glve herfelf up to
» pleafure.

The fpamﬂ1 womer however are very far from
dehcate in obje&s of this kind, With a warm
1magmatlon and burning paﬂxons they are ignorant

of thofe charms, thofe fweet illufions, which, the falr X

fex derive from dehcacy Hence the moft uns"
refltrained language and the moft lafcivious looks
are incapable of making them bluth, and what would -
excite the utmoft indignation in a German or an
Englithwoman appears perfetly ﬁmple and natural

‘toa nauve of Spain, who ylelds thhout referve to

fuch -

\
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fuch licentious i images;. as the- former would not
dare’to contemplate evenin folitude. - |
. It would be an error however to iafer from thefe
remarks the certainty of fuccefs i in the enterprifes
of a lover. They fpeak it is true on thefe fubjets
with the freedom of men; their ltps their eyes, and
their ears are ahke ﬁrangers to chaftity, but, their
; ",prlde prevents their going farther, Such an at- .
tempt from 2 man would fhow a fenfe of fuperiority,
whereas ’tis they muft reign with uncontrouled

L power. Every fuch advance would therefore be

rejeted with difdain. They muft not be chofen,
tis they muft choofe.  *Tis they that take upon
themfelves the part of the man, to whom they only.
leave the daty of complying with their withes, and
- giving himfelf up entirely to their will. Hence it is, -
-that the moft timid and the coldeft of men are often
more fuccefsful with them than the moft enter-
prifing and’ impafﬁo,ned lover.  Their defpotifm
~ forces the former to pay homage to their ‘charms,
for their pride has fixed upon. them as their flaves.
'The more indifferent thefe appear, the mére ardour -
the women fhew ; the'more he fhuns her, the more
fhe purfues him. One would imagine fhe loved
him, yet the only defires to be the objec of his love.
She feems to give herfelf up to him, yet fhe only
feeks to reduce him to fubmlﬁion. '

They



B M A 5

A P O At O A A ST

: . TRAVELS IN. SPAIN, 171
They are however faithful and “conftant. ' The

energy of their chara@ter preferves them from

Ievxty, and their pride from bafenefs. .
They are fulceptible of the moft elevated fenti-

‘ments, of the moft noble facrifices, of the moft

generous ' actions ;' but the. fource of thefe muft
be fought not fo- much in her attachment to the
objet fhe loves as in the high ideas the entertaing
of herfelf. She confiders her lover as her property,

and ufes the fame complaifance toward him, that .

fhe would feel for herfelf ; but fhe exa&s in return
the moft abfolute devonon to her will. '

Nothmg can be more burdenfome than the res
ftraint attached to the title of lover; ‘it is one un-

interrupted fucceffion of minute cares and atten- .

tions, - Chained to the arm of his cara fpofa, he
muft accompany her every where like her fhadow.

At the Prado, ‘at 'mafs, at the theatre, at the con--

feflional, never muft he quit her, and the whole
weight of her affaxrs of every kind refts upon his
fhouldere Never ‘muft he approach her empty-
handed, . efpecxally on feaft days. To him a with
h0wever flightly exprefled, a caprice the moft un.
decided, is-a command, while the moft mv1olable
Tefpedt for her whims and fancies, and the moft”
undifturbed fubmiflion of temper are facred duties ;
ina word he muft in all things be the paflive agent
of a woman, whofe ardent 1mag1nauon often com-

‘mands .

-
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- mands what is xmpoiﬁble W1th the moft impatient
] egotlfm. - s : -
Such is the general chara&er of the - ‘women oF
 this country. ‘We will now view them as relates to
marriage: 10 00y S sk e g

This engagement is formed fometimes from an
appearance of mutual inclination, frequently from
mere _convenience, and the. nuptial benediftion
‘renders it indiffoluble. -- The lover however, who
‘has hltherto appeared the moft humble flave of his
intended: w1fe, fuddenly becomes her ma{’cer on the
“very day of ‘h,lS marriage. But while he endeavours
to affert his forgotten rights, the wife defends hers
with fo much the more obftinacy, aid at the very .

. moment when he is ‘endeavouring to ftrip her of

" her authority, the increafes her pretenfions. Thus
marriage becomes a fource of ‘perpetual hoftilities,

!which nourith a difunion between the hufband and
wife, and which are the prmcxpal caufe of the con-
tinuance of the cuftom of cortejos.

This word exprefles generally a lover, but more
particularly that of a married woman. Very fre-
quenily this lover has 'nothing but the name, ‘and
might more properly be called a friend, on whom
are laid all the cares above defcribed. ’ But how
‘can we reconcile this cuftom with the ancient jea-.
loufy of Spaniards toward 'their wives? or have '
We any prectfe notion of its origin? I can anfwer

‘ neither
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teither of thefe queftions’; but I will. obferve, that -
cortejos are’ rarely found among the middle clafles, -
and fcarcely ever among. the lowet: orders;. that
they frequently only ferve for etiquette, but that fHll -

“more frequently they enjoy all the privileges of a-
hufband. - This fpecies of intimacy however is fub-
Je& to, fuch rigorcus laws,. that the two parties in
fome meafure infulate themfelves from all other in-
dividuals of their fex, and confider the leaft caufe of
fufpicion as unpardonable. But. if on the: one.
hand a Iady watches her cortejo with the moft ex-
treme jealoufy, on the other hand fhe is moft rlgld._
in her attentions to him for all tiofé who are’ in
this fituation. never give any other anfwer to the

~ advances of ftrangers who aré either indifcreet or -

ignorant of the cuftoms of  the country than «con-
temptuous ﬁlence or haughty difdain. Thus in all
the tertullas' every cortejo is placed befide his fe-
male friend, nor can it be denied, that this fervile
teltraint contributes greatly to gwe a coldnefs and

a famenefs to fociety: )

Tn fpeakmg however of the muluphcxty of un-
happy mamages among the Spaniards, I do not
mean to exclude all exceptions. But whoever ob- -

-ferves with attention the interior of families, will

tafily convince himfelf; that happy marriages,

Which are everywhere rare, are ftill more fo in this:

COUntry And where can the women receive that

mﬁru&lon whxch they ought to have or acquire juft

notions

e
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notions of their duties and deftinations ? Al their
educanon confifts in a'knowledge of a fyftem of.
dogmas. and ceremonies, to which is- gwen the

* ' name of religion, and in cu]txvatmg a'few external

“accomplithments, fuch as dancing, embrmdery, and
playing the guitar. " To them marriage is a ftate of
idlenefs and of pleafure.  Itis on the hufband thaf
all the cares of the houfe and of marketmg fall, and
i the firft and middling clafles. it is even very rare
to fee a mother nurfe her own children. All the
'jourmals in ‘the great.towns, as Madrid, Cadiz,
,Malaga,,Valenma, Batcelona, &c. are-full of adver-
tifements of riurfes wanted-or offering their fervices,
and an exprefs condition is often inferted that the
child is to be zaken away, a cuftom, which though
unknown among our german compamots is very
general both here and in France.
It is true that in Spain women were formerly in
a flate- of the moft abjett’ flavery, infomuch that
fince the general civilization of Europe fpanifh jea-
loufy has become proverbial; but in progrefs of
time the manners of Spain, running from one ex<
treme to the other, are almoft becomie more freé
than in any other country. Women' pay and res
ceive vifits, form their tertullas- at will, go to pub-
lic fétes- without confuliing theitr hufbands, fpend
the income of their dowries as they pleafe, and de-
imand befides a certain proportion of pin-trioney:

- whxch is- flipulated in their mamage arucles. Ina
- - word



TRAVELS PN SPAIN. ays
word theéy not only know how:toaffert their: Tights,
but enforce their preténfions witlt the utmoft: 'rigour.
- They allo combine ‘togetherwith a kind of " efprit

- de corps, by means of which the’ ﬂxghteﬁ mfrmge-
ment of common ufage is refented /as an attack or
an injury done to the whole fex. R
Thefe ill:afforted marnages fometimes produce
‘the moft horrid a@s of revenge. I will relate one
" of the moft fecent examples, whlch took placc -
during my refidence at Madrid. Ll
Dofia Antonia, a’ charming’ woman ‘about 29
Years of age at’'moft, was married to a merchant, -
a man of a mild temper, but capricious and ‘of a
weak contitution. . This lady had always: lived a
very retired life, till ayoung man from Valencia, who
came to ftudy the law at M adrid, was recommended
to her hufband, and thus had accefs to her.” : Don:c:-:"
Antonia was pleafed ‘with his’ perfon, ‘which pro-
cured' him her favour, ~and all the privileges |
attached to it. . The hufband however perceived
their 1nt1macy, and' by means of the offers and
honourable means he employed fucceeded in difl
miffing the young man, without affording Dofia
“Antonia an opportunity of oppofing the meafure,
The letters however of Dofia Antonia purfised
her lover wherever he went, and love and ‘revenge
rendered them fo eloquent, that the young' man
fome months after broke his word and returned
- fecretly to Madrid. - He then rencwed his inters

| views
, °
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views:with her at.a private houfe, and his paﬁ'wn
daily increafed. At length the time arrived, ‘that
Antonia ventured to communicate to him.a plan,
fhe ‘had long fince formed, - of aﬁ'aﬂ' inating her
hufband, and _oﬁ'ered him on that. condition her

. hand and her fortune;  Don Juan fhuddered with

horror at the propofal, begged her to abandon the
idea, thowing her the dreadful confequences of fo
~ black an attion, which he ablolutely refufed to
- perpetrate  Hereupon atfirft the treated him with -
the profoundeft contempt, and then gave herfelf .
up to all the extremes that:could be fuggefted
. by defpair. She employed alternately menaces,

" prayers, and imprecations, then recurred to all the

artifices that revenge or love could contrive, till at
length Don Juan confented, and the 'death of ‘the
hufband was refolved. “They were engaged in
contriving the means of affecting this, when the .
following circumftance occurred to ha&en its exe-
cution.’ . : :

Dona Antoma had prefented one of her watches ;

t0 Don Juan, but her hufband miffing it, fhe

accufed the cook of havmg ftolen it, and under
that pretext difcharged her. The: hufband how-
ever meeting the woman upbraided- her with her
condu&, but fhe juftified herfclf by revealing to
~him. the whole. fecret. He therefore brought her
‘home, concealed her in an alcove, called his wife,

and made the pretended theft the topic of conver-
fation,
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fation.  The remainder of this interview nray eaﬁly

be 1magmed “ And now all was loft, and nothing
but the death of her hufband could fave' her.

The grief of the hufband for the infidelity of his - |

wife: brought on a fever, and he was obliged
to confine himfelf -to his bed. It was therefore:

_determined to fend all the fervants out onthe

following  Sunday, and leave the patient. alone.
The opening the door of the ba]cony was the fignal

“agreed on, and thus the plot was executed. The
lover entered the apartment with a poniard in his'

hand, fell fupon the fick man, gave him feveral’

ftabs in the belly, and made his- efcape. But the
unfortunate hufband calling for help, a young girl-
who was with her aunt Doﬁé, Antonia heard him.-
/The noife of Don Juan in elcaping alfo attradted

her attention, as the ran to the apartment of her.
uncle, whom fhe found weltering in his blood, and .

~ immediately called her aunt. It may _eafily, be

conceived that the latter, did not fail to cry out for
help too, and to felgn the deepeft defpaxr. . Mean.

- while the young man had gained the gate of
- Toledo, and was gomg to qult Madrid, when he ;
~ tecolletted he had no money : he therefore turnedr

back, and went to his apartment to get fome, but
firongly impreffed with the embarraffiment in which
he imagined the object of his love to be, he went

02 woman of his acquaintance, and there waned

to. recexve fome tidings of her. - -
i g ‘ o Twe
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- Two days pafled on, the report of this’ aﬂ'aﬁ'na-
tion- fpread over Madrid, and iri the interval the’
:'”perfon who was in the fecret -of their connetion’
“revealed it to her confeflor, who advifed her togo’
and inform the alcalde-mayor. . The fufpicion was .
confirmed by an intercepted letter, and'the culprits:

were arrefted. Don Juin immediately confefled,

and Dofia Antonia, who had at. firft denied her-
crime, was convitted. - The profecution continued
four months, after’ which they were 'both. con- -

‘demned and fentenced 'to fuffer death.: All-the
intereft and the moft confiderable offers were made
in vain. At firlt Dona Antonia flew in"a rage,:
when fhe was informed that her lover had confefled,
. and - loaded- him with reproaches and with abufe ;
" bht‘i'n"her laft ‘moments her ‘love  feemed to ‘be
. renewed with increafed 'ardour, and- when her
fentence was' read to her fhe''afked, “ Y Don’
Juan tendra’la mifma fuerte ? »’—« And will Don ",
John fuffer the fame fate ?’—which being anfwered;
in’ the - aﬂirmatlve, the rephed ¢ Pues fenores il
' fiento mucho mas que la mia”—¢ I am much more .
‘grxeved gentlemen for him than for myfelf ”-i'-and .
_ xmmedlately fainted. g

The day “of execunon at length amved for-‘

'whlch a fcaﬂ"old had been ere&ed in . the Plaza— e

mayor. ',lhe two culprxts, havmg recexved the-
facrament in the chapel of the Dommleans, were:

condu&ed to execution bv the confraternity del -
Refuglo. :

‘
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Refugio/ They weré both'dréfled” in black, and -
Dofia Antonia‘ wepti - She. would’ havetembraced

~ her lover for the Jaft time;’ but he turned awa)l hlS_

head, till the confel‘"or at length reconcxled them. ‘
She "had begged as a favour to be’ ﬁrangled firft;]
but the fentence was that both thould be executed
at the l'ame moment. - They were each on a fepa-
rate feat.” Don Juan fainted at the moment when
the cord was put round hlm, but Dofia’ Antoma
fat' with - great decency, cafting her eyes upon
her lover. They were dlfpatched in about a’ mi-
nute. ' v
It muft’ here be remarked ‘that in Spam there'-
isa dlfference betiveen’ ﬁranglmg (dar garotes)
and haugmg (ahorcar), in the former of which a
wheel is, ufed, which,turns a cord acrofs a beam,
before which the criminal ﬁts. ., :
Accordmg to cul’fom the bodles remalned expofed >
in' the fame ftate trll funfet. Twelve candles of

.yellow wax burned near them on black ftands,

and’ fome oF the execuuoners attendants kept
guard The whole fquare fwarmed with people_'

: from four in the mormng, and conunued fo through- :

out the day The obfervanons and Judgments of

chara&er. The faceslof the deceafed bemg black
in confequence of the 'rle‘ﬂux of blood durmg the
fuﬁ'ocauon, the people of courfe attnbuted this to
the violence the ‘devil had done to their fouls.

N2 ] They
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. They compared the two countenances. The men

made excu[es for Don Juan, and the women tpok'_

- up the defence of Dofia- Antonia. The majority
pitied their unhappy fate. This probably it was, -

that induced a curate fome days after to fay in his

* fermon, ¢ that he knew for certain, that Madrid

contained thoufands of women, one half of whom

. had been guilty of fimilar crimes, and the other
" meditated the perpetration of them.” I am willing

to hope, that the plous pa(’cor in his zeal fomewhat
exaggerated yet it is certain that the fpanith
women are too often led by the manners of the -

- country to rid themfelves of their hufbands by

poifon or any other method. ‘But let us quit’

‘thefe gloomy 1deas, and fay. fomethlng of their -
,drefs. - '

' The national coltume of the women when they |
go ' out, confifts of a petucoat called bafqmna,

. thrown over that worn at home, and a kind of veil

called mantilla. " The former is black or very dark
brown, or the latter black or whlte, and in fmall
towns fometimes red or green. The bafquifias are -

* generally filk trimmed with ﬁngle, double, or -‘

triple flounces very broad and adorned with filk -
taffels. ' They are open in front, being tied with
ribands, and are only ‘clofed below., The man- .
tillas, made of cafimir - from Silefia, Saxony, or
England, are generally adorned with embroidery

- or vandyked trimmings, efpecially the black, which

are
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