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At each end of the fquare an amphltheatre was
greted, and the whole inclofed w1thhigh pahfades. :

The _benches and balconies on eithér fide bent

under the weight of the’ fpe&ators s the charch

ﬁeeples, the roofs of thé houfes, the nerghbourmg_
. bridge, the burldmgs beyond the river, even- the

hills and francifcan convent upon the herght, were 1 S

all full of people, and .in the fquare 1tfelf was a
crowd of' aﬁaanados of amateuts; who canie there

" to be altive in ftriking the. bulIs, but foas to efcape < _

- in cafe of need by leapinig over the pahfades.’ ‘

In fpeakmg of this diverfion we muft obferve 4 .

diftin&ion between the corridas de toros and the
corridas de wovillos© the former are the great bull-
fight properly fo called, in which the combtants

are on horfeback, ‘and ‘the bulls 'muft be killeds™
defctiptions, of which everywhere abound.  There -
are alfo engravings publithed in twelve plates of -

various fizes, reprefenting the ‘twelve prmcxpal
feenes of a bull- fight. Thefe are taken from nature,
and exprefs the minutelt-details. There isa copy
of them in fmallin the laft (german) edition of Bour-

goanne s travels. The corridas de novillos are com- :

bats of younghelfers, in whtch the beaft only recetves
: ﬂlght wounds, and is irritated and provoked lnto

~fury. Bt to return to my defcription.
The fquare was covered with fand, and the place
-where the bulls were kept was by the fide of one of
G Lt the
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~ the amphitheatres.. It was open at top, and each
.- bull had a feparate ftall. Here féveral aficionados
\m‘ou_n,ted on the planks and irritated the bulls to -
make them furious. At length the corregidor or |
mayor gave the ﬁgnal when a ferjeant. dreffed in
white opened this inclofure, and had fcarcely leaped
out of the waybefore. the bull furlouﬂy rufhed
into the arena.
Several. men on foot expe&ed him  with ban-,
l.d,erxl‘as or darts, but he ran impetuoufly toward the
four fides of the fquare feeking a way out.- In the
“middle of the crowd, who held out pikes, hay-forks,.
ﬂ"lcks, and parafols, the aficionados were diftin-
gu1ﬂ1able, emulating each other, and ftriving who :
firft thould place his hat or his cloak en the horns-
of the bealt; or ftrike him.~ But one could fcarcely <
avoid laughing at the agility and ridiculous poftures
with which they fcrambled over the baluftrades as
" foon as the bull feemed ferioufly to aim at them.
. But the banderillas were foon infi mtely muItlplxed :
afd in a fhort time the bull had no retreat’; he was
covered with them, and flew away feveral tlmes,
roanng and fhedding torrents of blood. . The .
fpe&ators defirous  of varying their amufement,
now cried on all fides for the dogs (los perros ! los _
perros ) and at length a great buIl dog was let :
Ioofe at him.

A new

}
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A new combat now commenced m, which the
.different inftin& of the two animals was apparent,
the one endeavouring to conquer by art, the other
by force. ‘The dog always attacked . his enemy" ;
fideways, and turned off at every motion of the bull, -
who always kept his horns ready to tofs him in
the air, which he frequently did. If the dog
avoided the blow, and at Iength fucceeded in -
feizing the bull, the latter dragged. him along in

fury, and ﬁruggled to trample him under foot or -
~ dath him in pieces againft the inclofure.. Another :
dog was then fet at him, and he remained without
defence.  He fhill. dragged the dogs indeed along, '
but- the latter kept their hold, and contmued to :
hang bv bis ears. :
" To feparate them, eight very ﬁrong mien ad-' :
vanced into the‘arena, feized 'the bull by the tall :
to deprive him of the ufe of his ﬁrength then took
him by the hmdfeet, threw him down, and plnched
him in a tender part. Thus he lay quite faint and
lifelefs, and the dogs immediately quitted their . -
hold. A few minutes after the bull rofe ag";iin;
Toaring, trembling, and feeming again to feek the -
enemy. At this moment fome cows were fent into -
.the area, and he followed them very readily into
the ftalls. ~ Another bull was then turned out, and
 the fame fcene renewed fix or feven times fuccel-
fively. During the fight no mufic was heard,

except that a few beats of the drum announced
G2 fromy. .0
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from time to time a change of fcene. During the
intervals the fpeQators took  their refrefhments
(merienda )" They fhowed their impatience * by -
e "fhakmg in concert their handkerchleves in the air,
“and applauded any mafterly addrefs (golpos ex-
' ‘cellentes) by acclamations of bien! bien! .~
_ Surely nothing but early habit and education can
attach the Spaniards to this cruel diverfion, nothing
- but a miftaken ambmon, = want of cultivation, and
the ignorance of man’s true pleafures, can‘nourifh
this barbarous and inhuman paffion, and we ought
to bluth for mankind, when we behold our bréethren
/ maklng a feftival of fuch atrocity.’
At night I was witnefs to a very comic fcene.
. The fquare was illuminated with faggots of fir and
S fome barrels covered with whale oil in the middle;’
| and the place'was crowded ‘with people, when all
on @ fuddén 2 young bull was let loofe -among ‘them
with his horns tipped with, leather (embolado) ; and -
the fires, the crowd, and the mufic, fo terrified him,
that he ruthed among the fpeQators and threw them -
‘down by dozens. - At length a cloak was thrown
over him, rockets and {quibs were faftened on him, .
and this pfeafantry, which at firlt appeared likely to -
prove fenous, contributed to the dwerﬁon of thc
‘ people. ' AN S S :
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LETT'ER XXIL,:
Polztzcal Co;z/}ztutzan and Pr:fvzf ge: of the P; a'vmce zf B /Ea_y.— o
- Pride of the ‘Inbabitants.—Municipal .«!dmmg/}ratmn of the'
Town — Tbe Alcalde and . Carregm'ar — Municipal Taxes.:

A »——Polzce.—-Smgular Law. — Pr;/im.r.-— me aganyi In-. o
grgtitude. . : )

: Rt ; Bxlhoa,Aug 197,
Tz ‘province of Blfcay is well known to be a
province not properly dependent -on, but’ only
under.the protetion of the ' fpanith crown.. It is
- indeed akind of  political ‘anomaly to fee a fmall
republic thus united to fuch a monarchy as Spain, -
But however. unlimited may be the power. of the
kmgs of Spaln in the1r other provinces, it is a truth,
that in Bifcay they have only the fhadow of do-
‘mination. .. Here are: nerther garnfons, cu&om-
houfes, ftamps, nor excife (fifa) ; in fhort, of all the
toyal taxes, they know none but the donatz'va or
gratuitous donation. - Bifcay is governed by itfelf
and receives by mere condefcenfion a corregxdor -
-and a commiffary of marine; but does not permit
any order of the Spanifh government to be exe-
cuted without the fan&ion of that of the province.
It cannot however be demed that the privileges of
the province and the pretenfions of the crown are -
’ G 3 R very
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very often in oppofition, and that the former do
not always feem to prove viorious,

All the inhabitants of Blfcay call themfelves
hidalgos or gentlemen. It is only in Bilcay, fay

- they, that the antient cantabrian nobility has been
. preferved without mixture of moorith or foreign
- blood, and they add, that the king him/elf does not

approach to the nobility of a Bifcayan. - The loweft'

labourer and the greateft lord of the provinceare

in this refpedt perfelly equal, but the provincial
government is in the hands of the latter, and ig
nnually renewed by the majority of the parithes. -

* As to the municipal adminiftration of the town,"v

- they ‘proceed "annually after chriftmas  to' the
eletion of eight regidores, in whom the right of
voting of theinhabitants is each time vefted. ' Thefe:
»regldores choofe” their’ affeffors, thefe choofe - the
alcaldes and other funéionaries, who choofe the-
. confulado or tribunal ‘of commerce. ~All‘thefe of-:
fices are difcharged gratis; but the regidores and’
a]caldes enjoy fome advantages in confequence- of
wine leafes, which fubjet the former each time to-
a confiderable tax. The alcalde gains ftill more by:
law-fuits 3 for it has. now become a cuftom' to fee
the judge. ‘It muft be obferved however, that -
pleadihés bvefore thetalcaldes'are Orai as they arein
© writing before the regidors,. the former being civil,

and the latter criminal Judges. At Bilboa the de«
gtﬁons of the latter are in all cafes without appealy
; - gxceph
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' except to the fuperlor trlbunals of ’Valladohd and
Bhadid, =t G B R B
In the t_own there are no ti‘l‘XE‘SJ except a .ve’ryf A
fmall land-tax and a voluntary contribution to the
hofpital. ~ There is not the leaft excife or '(:u&o’m-? :
houfe duty. Bllboa is even almoft: thhout gates, -
bemg always open to every travcller. ‘ The paffage '
over the bndge alone is fhut every mght ‘with an’ .
iron gratmg, but of which the bars’ aare fo wxde,'i
that it is eafy to pafs through! " _ ‘
The police is not entzrely negle&ed There is a "
code of regulatlons on that fubjed, Whlch every,
valcalde publithes in the fame order, at lea& onee a.
year. . Among thefe: fome concern weights and
“meafures, the cleanﬁng the ﬁreets, the fafety of.’
flower pots in balconies, &e. - One of the moft an-
cient and the moft refpetted prohibits the -ufe of
 carriages, which indeed could not be employed on. -
account ‘of the:narrownefs. of the ftreets.  Thus,
every forelgn carriage that arrives is obliged to re-;
main without the town, where none but ﬂedges are:
admitted, Ky gy
Among the new regulations of the alcaldes fome ;
are very ﬁngular For inftance an old alcalde who '
‘was a widower ‘ordered that immediately  after
the angelus-bell in the evening .no woman fhould
-appear’ with a man in the ftreets, under pain of
lmpufonment and durmg the firlt week at leaft
: G4 : + thirty
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: thlrty were arrefted ; but perfons of dlﬁm&lon“
finding they .were too partlcularly included in this:
prohibition, the law fell 1 into difule,

Lihall take thls opportumty of faymg fomethmg‘ ‘

Wxthout the town on a very ﬁne fpot near the fea %

fhore, Moﬂ: of the prifoners are on the firft floor,

where they enjoy wholefome air, together with a
profpe& of the country and of the hlgh-road
The jailer does not forget that ‘his” prifoners are
hldalgos, and the paﬁengers glve them plenty of
‘alms,” The only caufe of regret is that no diftinc-
tion is made between perfons conﬁned for debe
and’ cnrmnals, but great crimes are fo uncommon
.in Bifcay, that not a fingle inftance is remembered.
"during the laft fix and forty, years, - Sk

- I muft tell 'you of a phenomenon in. legiflation
’,here, ‘namely that among the ancient laws i is one .
againft ungrateful children or wards, by which they -
.are condemned to pay certain pecuniary fines for
the ufg of their benefattors. - But it is fo difficult’
to inveltigate thefe hear- fay tales, that I dare not
affirm it as a fadt,
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LETTER XXIII

* Simple Manners and general Cbamﬁ'er q/' the B /anam.—dmu/é-

- ments . of Bilboa.~— Romerias. — Tertullas. —Cqﬁ’e-Houfe: -_—

' PVme-Hozgﬁ’: -—-Com‘ert.r z_zf Amateur:.—-”’omm. :
; 7’2 Bilboa, Aug. l737

SIMPLICITY is no lefs confplcuous in the'manners
than in the political conftitution of Bifcay, and if I
were todefcribe the province in one word, I thould
fay that Bifcay is the fpanifh Alps- inhabited by
Grifons. “The' Bifcayners have the faine hatred

_for innovation, the fame fturdinefs, the fame loveof
their country and of liberty, and the fame upright-
nefs of charatter, but like their chmate they have
more fire and more vivacity. :

" We muft not then expe to find at- Bnlboa
(however rich the town ‘may be) the fame-amufe-
ments as in other parts. There i is 1o theatre, no
library, &c.; promenades, romerias or public balls,
and tertullas (pronounced tertulias) or evening con-
verfation partxes, are the only refources the placc
affords. . : B

Of the promenades the 1nhab1tants are paﬁion..
ately fond, and the ladies ftrive who fhall appear -
there with the greateft brilliancy At firft the ap-
pearance of fo many people i in black veils feems.

- rathef

\
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rather dull but 'the eye is foon. accuftomed to ity
and the wearers onIy feem the more amiable. iy
"I muft ‘now tell you of the romerias: The .
: Bilcayans have a national dance, which concludes
nearly like the fandango, and which is accompanied
by a fingular fpecies of mufic with fmall tambourines -
“and little flutes. A ftring of young women taking
each other’ by the hand follow the leader in'a
B ﬁralght line, who from time to time turns back and
foots-it .to thé reft.. There is 'a kind of nobility'
~ and grace in‘all her motions. The reft only file off-
. carelefsly behind her. i
- On the other hand, the young men led in hkcf
manner by a corypheue form another row, who by
" degrees approach the women who advance before
~ them, when fuddenly the mufic changes to'a quicker,:
meafure, and each of the young men being oppofite-
"to a lady, they begina fandango, of which the rapid.
-gefticulations have a fingular effe& difficult to be de-
fcribed.. Thefe meetings take place in fummer al- .
; ~ moft every Stunday and feaft day, fometimes in one.
i . place,«fometimes in another, and are called 1O,
: merias, - : Tt
I e A romeria is a fef’uval for all Bllboa, and therq s
- are almoft as ‘many fpe&ators as dancers ;. for the;
paffion for that amufement is univerfal. . The fcene
is generally beneath fome tufted fhade near fome.
houfe of entertainment, but as there are always
more women than men, the former often dance tos
gether
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'gether, which does not prevent their enjoying the

- ‘amufement - extremely. But their chief pleafure

confifts in archly running agamft people, efpecially:

_ thofe who are not dancing,’ cfying out with-a loud

laugh toma la culada, and the falls this occafions are

fometimes very laughable. - This pleafantry be-,-f:

comes more frequent about dufk, before the place

is 1llum1nated with barrels covered with whale oil. .
The mufic cofts nothmg, thefe expenfes,. which are '

very fmall, being. defrayed by the mona(’terles, re-
-]xgtous confratermtxes, rich individuals, or the town.

There are even endowments exprefsly for that purq '

pofe. A

_We wrll now fpeak of the tertullas, whxch have' o

< o

"however been defcribed, by, other travellers, and, -

~ which are the fame) at Bilboa' as elfewhere. \Lhe

women appear there in famlonahle coloured dr_eﬂ'es( :

in which fhey cannot go out.except in the evening.

Strangers. eafily find admittance in confequence

of their letters of introdu&ion, bu; Wh‘ether S

through prrde or lgnorance, they receive there no
perfonal attentions.  Accuftomed to good focxety
in France and. ‘Germany they feel in fome meafure

‘infulated and awkward in thefe compames, where :

mere local’ converfatlon prevalls, and every thmg h

they. fee fills them with difguft or ennui. In. &

Bllboa has all the defetts of fmall towns, and thefe ‘

are by no means mconﬁderable in the fmall towns
of Spam, i

(BRI L
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As to public amufements, there are none except
a fetv coffee-houfes and public houfes, and a fo- ,
reigner is furprifed at not finding more in fo im.'
portant a commercial town. One of thefe coffees
~ houfes neaf the arenal is kept by a Swedo-German
ef Wifmar, who has married a'Dutch woman and
turned catholic. - As he alfo furnithes dinners, and’
his wife knows a little of all the languages, moft of
the captains of thips meet there. In theentrefuelo .
* [or fmall ftory between the ground flour and prin<
eipal rooms],ahd which are here ufed as warehoufes,
are’ very: indifferent billiard tables, with which peor
ple are forced to content themfelves. The other
coffée-houfes are ftill worfe, A Frenchiman intends
to fet up one more’ convement at the' other end of
" the arenal. : '
Along the quays and- road Ieadmg to O]avxjajav
are wine houfes very much frequented. by failors
and captains of thips. Their repuitation® is fomes
what amblguous, but the coatfe’ mirth that ‘prevails
there gives great vanety and anxmatlon to thxs pros .
menade., Ra P IRy s
"Of late 2 concert of amateurs has been formied;
for which the place is principally- indebted to' the
bohemian merchants' eftablithed here; It is gene-
rally they, who together with their domeftics com!
pofe the town band of Bilboa with" thi¢ a(ﬁﬁance of
two german trumpeters paid by the public. ‘Thefe
gcntlemen have alfo colletions of mufic, with
9 | which
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which they furnifh the churches ; for the .inhabit.ants

of Bohemia, as is well known, are almoft born ’

mufical. - Their attendants conftitute the _chief or-
 nament of the feafts of the confulado (dias de

campo), and they fafcinate all Bilboa with the-
" marches they play as they return at night by water

in barges magnificently illuminated. - ,

So much for the amufements of Bilboa. = Thofe
who wifh for books or newlfpapers may find fome
in Spamfh at the bookftalls, where are alfo fold
. leaden pencils and fealing-wax. In all the great
foreign houfes however are found the beft French
newl{papers and fome good libraries.

Ifhall conclude with a few words relative to

_the women. In my opinion.they combine the
dignity of the Spanifh 'with the beauty of the Eng-
lifh.. Their freth complexions, their ‘black and
fparkling eyes, their fine hair, their embonpoint, the

harmony of their perfons, the vivacity of their con-"

verfation, all charm and fafcinate every ftranger
that beholds them. If the men underftood the art

of forming them,; if their abilities were developed by
a more general cultivation, if an-exceffive referve, 2 -

- little ftiffnefs, and a pride that borders on rudenefs,

did not countervail their other amiable qualities,

thelr charms would be irrefiftible and -their

power unbounded. In. the inferior claffes they :
are ﬁrong and labonous, and are employed ‘as .

porters

B
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‘porters to carry very heavy burdens. In general
throughout all conditions the manners of this peo-
‘ple are, according to credible thneifes, the pureﬂ:
of all Spam. ’ ‘
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LETTER XXIV.

Commerce of Bilboa.—Exports.—Wool.—Chefuuts, & ¢.—Manner
of Jhipping them. —Importsc—Internal Commérce.~~Tiendas.—
Smuggling —Foreign Trade.— Bobemian Houfes. —Dificulties in
obtaining Permiffion to eftablifp Houfes- of Trade. — Hatred

toward the French, ——Eng1 ant French Przs]’.r —Tbe Bq@ue :

Language. -

\

Bilboa, Sept 1707

OF all the northern coaflt of Spam Bilboa is

undeniably the moft important port 5 yetits articles

of exportation are -very few, confifting only of -

wool, chefnuts, iron, and oil.

Merchants purchafe wodl"by means, of - their’
agents in the inland provinces; and fend it to -
‘England, France, and Holland. ~ Thefe cargoes :

confitt annually of 50 or 60,000 bags, the value
of which amounts to 5,000,000 of piaftres. You

would 1 1magme this article has quered during the ‘

war, but the contrary is the fa&. . The confump-
- tion of cloth has increafed, and the commiffions
* from foreign parts have been more confiderable. -

During the time of the embarkation of "this

article, which .is ‘generally in the ‘laft months of
fummer, the ftreets and the arenal are full of bags
- of wool, and the river and port. crowded ' with
boats loaded with them. In thefe boats, which are

Vo + o called
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called lanches gabarras or long boats, the goods

are conveyed on board, and each bag is preﬂ'ed by
a machine upon deck that the veifel may hold its
proper Ioadxng :
 You will eaﬁly lmaglne, that in conveying, o
great a quantlty of ‘bags, much wool mutft fall by
the way : yet no one dares pxck it up, becaufe it is

- prohxblted under pain of excommunication to touch ~

the wool belonging to forelgners. However, I never
obferved that any one takes any care of it, and thus
nodoubt it becomesan abfolute lofs tothe proprietorss
How eafy would it be to employ in this way the

~ poor children which here abound, and how much
“more economical, if in lieu of ‘being totally loft it s

“were fpun into yarn! . B

Chefnuts are another articlé of exportatlon, and

grow in profufion throughout the province, efpecially

in the part. called Caftro. They are brought to’,

Bilboaby the peafants in the beginning of November,
and the price is regulated by the abundance of the
harveft. It is genexally about a piaftre the fanega
or fac of twenty-five pounds. - All the roads are at
that time covered with little carts drawn by oxen,

and Ioaded with this article;  The merchants iriform -
their correfpondents of the day on which they -

" intend to fhip them, and the carts difcharge them
into boats a little above the town. " A great number
of perfons are’ then employed in Welghmg and
pxckmg them. As thofe whxch are -too ripe are

fons ~ liable

\)

i
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Tiable ‘to become mouldy and fo fpoil the others, .

they belong of right: to the poor. A confiderablé
quantity is alfo ftolen ; but the great abundance of
the “article _prevents’ any attention being paid ‘to
thefe trxﬁmg loffés. - The profit however of a

ierchant who has" recewed commxﬁions for- this -
commodxty is very uncertain; The infurance on chef
‘nuts, - like every article of trade that is liable to”
fpoxl, is reftricted by many claufes not applicable -

: to other goods 3 and if the paffage'i is long, and the
bad weather prevents opening the ' port-holes to

ventilate the goods or drying them in the fun upon -
deck _from time to timie, half the’ cargo-and fre. -
quently the wholé is fpoiled before it arrives. The '
vgreater part of thefe fhipments go toLondon, Bnﬁol _

Amfterdam, Bremen, and Hamburg.

Two other produé‘uons, but the exportation of k.

Whlch is’ ‘only’ made ito the ports of Spain itfelf,
are ‘iron and oil.  The iron"of- ‘Bilcay is- very fit
for the forge on’ account of its malleabtllty, and
large cargoes are ﬂupped to Corufia, Ferrol; and

Cadiz. - The, ore that contains this ‘iron domes
from the celebrated mines of Sommoroftro, and

is fent by ‘water to Bilboa, It is landed above the

town, and" from " thence is fent to the fmeltmgn 4,
houfes. The director of thefe mines is a ‘German. it
A part of the oil of the neighbouring parts  of

“Cattile - is“exported ' in fmall ‘boats to the neg;eﬁ
ports, as for 1n{’cance Plazencia, Rlbadeo, &c.

i
‘.

B g "The..,':
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- ‘The imports of Bilboa ate very important,.and
mclude all- the produions of the mnorth. ' The
principal articles - are’ wheat, flax,’ hemp, - timber,
britifh, french, and german manufatures, bacallao,
cheefe, whale oil, &c. &c.  Old and New Caftile
. and the north of Aragon are fupplied from Bilboa
with. the greater part of thefe articles. The con-
fumption of bacallao is fo great, that the Danes,
- who carry on that branch of trade fince the war -
with England, namely about the end_ of the year -
1796, have received from Bilboa in exchange above :
a million of piaftres, although the, norwegian fith'
- is far inferior to that of Newfoundland. :
From what has been faid you will percewe, that ,
Bilboa carries on a very important inland  trade,
and on fome days as many as forty mules fet off to
fetch thefe articles. Thus too is all Bilboa full of
‘warehoufes (tiendas), and as very little is fold
retail and that very dear,"the price is always kept
up very high. You will eafily imagine how the
price of any goods muft be raifed, that pafs from
the hands of the merchants to the retailers, and
from them to the huckfters, Only to mention
flax, of which as you know a Riga fhipping-quintal
or 400 pounds make 342 pounds of Bifcay weight,
a. fhip-quintal Thifenhaufen fells at Riga on the
_ average at 2§ albert-dollars, and at Bxlboa for 65
piaftres. 'The albert-dollar is- ‘worth 21 reals’ of:
vellon or one-twentieth more than a dollar.. What

!
an enormous pfoﬁt Ad 1
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- ‘Add to this' the proﬁts ‘of; fmugghng
: Bllboa all imports. pay only one per cent.; but on
paffing thie frontiers of the neighbouring provinces
they pay the cuftomary high duties.  : Some articles-
~_are abfolutely prohibited, as tobacco, muflins, &c.; -
yet the merchants of Bilboa fend whole chefts of -
thefe manufaures, bales of tobacco for fmoking
and for fnuff, &c. to their inland correfpondents,
and’ bribe or deceive the cuftom-houfe officers.
The muleteers bring in great quantities of watches -
;and jewels, and the monks fmuggle long rolls
of tobacco under their cloaks or in their fleeves.

.-Of ‘the foreign merchants the Germans are the

molt- numerous. Thefe . are chiefly dealers in
" bohemian glafsware, who by degrees procure ftocks
of other goods, and ‘at length deal in/all forts of
articless ; Such houfes of trade are found all over

Spain, and they receive the -greater part of the

goods that’ arrivé from Nureniberg, Augfburg,
Reinfcheid, Heilbronn, &c. by the way of Amfter-
dam and Hamburg.: Thefe merchants forinerly
~ carried on more bufinefs than at prefent : for fince
Spain has allo eftablifhed fimilar manufactories, and
the number of bohemian houfes has increafed, it is
faid this lucrative bufinefs has conﬁderably dnml-
nithed, ~ s
N Many dxﬂiculnes, however, attend the e{‘tablx(h-~
ment of a foreign houfe of trade at Bilboa. To

obtain permxﬁiom to fettle here the applicant muft

H2 gwe-;
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give proof of his nobility; -that ds; hé muft fliow by

inconteftable docuiments; that there never has béen
~ajew in his family. * Thele proofs are fometimes

ftr‘eﬁgth‘ened by a few folid piaftres, and it often
depends on the confulado or tribunal of conimercé
_to admit or Tejelt the demand j for at Bilboa né

forexgn confuls are recognized ; ‘but in cafe’ of

fhipwreX this tribunial performs thé office, which is
very expenfive to the concerned. | Thus the infes'
refts of commbercial men; avarlce, or ‘private: pxque,
have always an opportunlty to mfrnghe. This'takes -
place prmcipally -with - regard to french houfes, -
¢oward whoti more rigour i3 ufed than with Ger-
mang, becaufe the latter are deemed a 'more noble
nition 3 by which they mean of purer extrattions
Hence there are 6nly thrée french houfes, who only

.. trade ‘on comtmiffion and exﬁenence mnumerable

difficulties.
. “The Bilcayans have in general a kmd of natwnal'

- hatredv’for, the French, which fince the late ‘events

has incréafed ‘among this unenlightened people even

‘o horror, and the very mame of Frenchman has -

become almoft a profcription r a ftigma of infamy,
which the populaceacéompiny with ftortes, - Here-
 tics ‘as, they are, the Englith- are preferred. ‘A
great number of them however haye in- ~confe-
* guence of tHeWar prociréd dmérican ppallports.
¢ To this ‘hatred ideed toward ‘the Frénch forie
ekcepnons are ‘admxttéd in favour ‘of ‘efmiigrarit -and
s refradtory-
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refratory priefls, who have been - received with
great generofity and philanthropy.  But as.their |
brethren would not permit them to perforrn mals j in
the town, they have fpread over the netghbou,rl;opcl
by ‘thoufapds. Portogalete, Santa-Urfa, ,__&(_: are
full of them. “The number of french. refugeesin
Spain are computed at 22,000, - Befides the revenue

 they derive from their maffes (about fixpence each)
they employ themfelves in handicraft trades, prac
_tife phyfic, teach languages,” ferve the rich. canons,
and adopt every means of fupportmg thelr wretched
exiftence. . ' g
Previous to the 5th of September 1797, 2 pertoq :
whichi yobbed ; them - of every, hope of retyrning
home, they arrived in crowds at Bilboa, A great -
number had already paffed the frontiers, - and thou-
fands .had embarked and were on the pojnt of fatl-
ling, when that fatal cata\ﬁrophe took pla,ce. W hat- "

ever be any man’s fe& he, can fcarcely refuTe hls' |

compaflion - to thefe unfortunate vidtims of ter?roZ
who havmg abandoned the afyluym.; they had ju
found -in Spam, and having - exhaqfted thelr Ja{i:
: refources to re-enter their native country, were.
again expolfed to indigence and | to the dangers of \
wandering fugitive life, - .

I fhall conclude this letter by fome obfervatlonss
relative to the language of Bifcay, called Bafquenze

or 1ﬁ‘ngua bafcongada. _ SR
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: Accordmg to the beft works on this fubje& it
feems “to be proved, that this is' the ancient lans
guage of the Cantabri, which has been here: pre-
ferved pure arid unmixed. = Larramedi and Hervas -

_ affert, ‘that it does not refemble any known'.lan-

guage either'in its founds, fignifications, or: phrafe-"

- ologies. - Both thefe writers were ex-jefuits, thelone -

being a native of - ancay, the otber of Galicia.
Larramedi wrote a balco-hifpano-latin dl&ronary
and a grammar, ‘which “have become very fcarce.
Hervas'is a- celebrated philologer now at Rome.

- I thall have occafion to fay more of this wrlter when:

w1

I fpeak of the literature of Spam. = f :

-In common ufage this language has been’ obhged
to adopt french and fpanith words. to eXprefs new
1deas in cxvrl life'; but' thh thefe -additions it ftill
contmues tobe the only language of the' majorrty of
the Blfcayans, who learn very little or no caftellano ; .
nor is’ it ennrely 1eft off by people ‘of “condition,

Tt feems full“of confonants, and: notwrth(tandmg s

}ts ‘accént, whrch is' fomewhat ﬁngmg, it is not

de{htute 'of roughnefs. Tt is faid to be rich in poet.
fcal” expreﬁ'rons, and to have a great fupplenefs, but -
well-mformed people accufe it of prolrxrty and '
obfcurxty m ns phrafes and 1dxoms.

e
* * In addmon to the above remarks, the follow=

_.mg have been procured from the brother of ‘the

by o cele- _
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celebrated Monf. de: Humboldt, whb is ‘alfo him. -
felf well known in Germany as the author of an
Ae*ccellent work. . He is lately returned from a tour -
. in Spain full of 1ntereftmg information, and havmg
‘compared all that has been written on the'bafque
language by the] learned hen of that country as'well -
" French as Spanifh, he.intends fpeedily to- pubhfh«
the refult of his very ufeful refearches. Meanwhile
he has communicated the following ideas =~ .t
¢ The language 'of Bifcay deferves the partxcular "
attention of philologifts, - though it has- hitherto
‘been too much neglefted.  Yet on- even ' fuperfici-
ally running over the. vocabulary -of that language, -
it appears thar, fetting'afide the nouns which were
unknown at ‘the firlt civilization of -that  country;
and which have been fucceffively borrowed from the '
Romans, the French, ‘and the' Spanifh, the Bafque -
hds' a' very great number of words peculiarly’its
.own, and all of which have a chara&er truly ori-
 ginal both as to their origin and formation. This
primitive language, which is underived, not to fay
unftolen like moft of thofe now fpoken in the fouth -
of Europe, from the Latin; feems however to have,
in common with the Latin, German, and even the
Greck, a great number of radical words, which -
might ferve as guides to etymologifts, and afford
them light in their refearches into this ancient and
primitive language, from which perhaps have fprung
“moft modern tongues, and of which it ftill preferves
H 4 <oty fome
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fome valuable remains. - Even thofe who would be
alarmed at the drynefs of o .irkfome -a:purfuit
- would find: 4 pleafure in -obferving the manner- in, .
which' the Biféayans’ compofe the figns of their, .
ideas; that people: fcarcely employmg any but
~ ¢omplex; figns -to éxprefs ideas ‘which all - other -
languages reprefent. by fimple figns,” fuch as fun,
moon, ‘&c. Tt would  be an ‘obje’ of. infinite -
curiofity to a' phxlofopher to. obferve and purfué'
‘the -dnalogy, -according .to which s the Blfcayans
combine certain ideas, {o asto form new figns and
“exprefs their perceptions 3. and theré would doubt-
lefs thence arife many very feful obfervations- on
“wthe ongmahty and mode of viewing objets exercxfed '
by.that ingenious people. Not is the theory of the
bafque lahguage deffitute of utility as to/ the hiftory
" of languages in general, their pécuhar differences, -
and;their formation;  Not to mention feveral other
~ fingularities pecuhar to this' language, it feems i in
fome meafure to hold a. middle rplace. between
,thofe which  like the galzb;es ofi. Guyana are .
abfolutely deftitute of inflexions, expreﬁ’ing all the
modifications of ideas. by different. words, and the
moft cultivated Janguages; wherein.the final fyl-
lables are fo intimately combined with the funda-

~ mental found, that they no longer appear'com- -

pound but fimpleradical founds, and wherein we
no longer dxﬁmx;u.fh’how that which was originally

a compound can have become a mere xnodxﬁcauon ;
' of i
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of inflexion.  But hitherto the Blfcayans who
have written on their language have known very
little of other languages, and have had no other
obje in vieix}, but to enable. their readers to read,

- {peak, and write the Bafque, although the grammar

of father Larramedi affords alittle more of theory,
whlch it even carries to excefs. - We have not how-

- ever a fingle dléhonary that gives a general view of -
the families of words, nor is there. as yet more

than an hifpano-bifcayan vocabulary with the bafque
words in alphabetical order after the Spamﬂy The
foreign writers that have fpoken of this language
'in my opinion only give a very incomplete idea of

" What they have leaft of all attended to, is the

enablmg thelr readers to Judge for " themfelves. -

‘They go on buxldmg fyftem upon fyftem, and are
pleafed to derive ‘the Bafque fometimes from the

| Teaftern languages, fomeumes from, the celnc, but

they give us very few ideas ‘on its compoﬁtlon, ‘not

©  to mention that- the examples they have 'adduced, -
“on which to found thelr chxmeras, are frequently

felefted with equal partxahty and unfkilfulnefs ; and
~ they wafte their time in particular on " ufelefs” dif-
putes relative to the- affinity” or ' difference ‘of the

Bafque from the Bas-breton. Monf. Latour ’Au-
vergne, in his ¢ Origines’ gaulmfes conﬁders

‘their- difference as ‘demonftrated ; and as' he was

hxmfelf a Bas-breton by blrth and hved 2 long'

the,
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the more refpec. -However. before we pronounce
definitively on the diverfity of thefe two linguages;
we ought to examine them much more profoundly .
as to their radical words;:which this author, though
otherwife: of ‘high ‘merit;: does: not ' feem to have
done.”: Afterall:itwould be much-better, that a
writercfhould'leave thefe doubtful points afide, and
merely furnifh, philologifts. with a detailed fynopfis
of. the. language,: endeavouring: to develope its

' fyfteni -dnd - grammar-, or : lexicon as far as- our

dimperfe€ data. permit,-and. clearly,to diftinguith
the radical words from their derivatives, in order

to produce a double dl&lonary according to the
“bifcayan - alphabet and: according ‘to that of _fom_e
other language. . Thus might all the; families of

words be colleéred mto a fingle point of view, and

* the reader comprehend the entire. mafs of the 1deas

of that nation hitherto abandoned to 1tfelf Nor

can he without fuch an 1;1v¢f§1gtho,r_1 ‘ p{op,erl_y
eftimate the language or draw inferences regarding
it.. Such an attempt' might. be conﬁdered as a

prehmmary ftep to-the general hiftory of languages,
fo much to be defired, and to a univerfal grammar,’
For tbis purpofe the pl‘lﬂClpal works to be confulted
are,' i 3
3 chcxonano trxlmgue del Ca&ellano, Balcu-

ence y Latin, fu autor el padre Manuel Larramedi

de la compaiia de Jefus. En San-Sebaftxan, 174 Sy’
fol. 2 vol.

€2 ‘E.l
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% 2, EI 1mpoﬁble venc1do ; arte de la lengua Bal-
Larramedi.© En Sala-

manca, 1729, 8 vol.

« 3, Gramatica Efcuaraz- eta Froncefez—Um.
Harrit. Bayonan, 1741, 6 vol.. To this grammar is
added a fmall and very 1mperfe& vocabulary, bafque
and french, and the contrary. -

¢ Among the printed books in the bafque lan- o

guage one of the moft mterefhng is st
“ Les proverbes Bafques, recueillis par le SfA_
d’Ochenart ; alfo Les Poéfies Bafques, by the fame.

author. Paris 16 57,9 V01 .

- Foor
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LETTER, XXV, 000 s o

Provi ifions w= Sardines, Cbg/}zut:, Fruits, h'/me.r.—-Clzmale.-—-
Maladte.r -—Pby/iaam. 473

£ e S ‘ * mitson st ‘7;7

WE read in many geographlcal works, that Bilboa
is thc cheapeft place to live at in all Spain : and
yet it is one of the deareft.  Of this its numetous
populatxon colleted together in a very fmall fpace,
the great afflux of foreigners, and an abundant

wcirculation’ of fpecie, feem to be the prmmpal

caufes.
Hence the fardines, of which the fithery is very
confiderable, ought to be efteemed one of the

‘greateft benefits Nature has conferred on the
' poorer inhabitants. The women - dealers from

- Portogalete and Santa-Urfa regularly fupply thofe

- places, and are cbntentcd with fix or feven quartos

per dozen, which is very moderate in comparifon -
with other provifions. Were any attention be:
ftowed on encouragmg the fithery, there would:
doubtlefs arife an advantageous increafe in this .
article. - The attempts that have been made to

procure another kind of fifh refembling COd_ ,

have been crowned thh the moft flattering fuccefs", '
Thls &
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This was the more defirable, as two other fpecies
of fith formerly taken here in great quantities
have much diminithed during the laft thirty years,
namely wibiones (fepia) or cuttle-fith, and anguzla:
or angullas. -The latter are only taken in winter,
- at- which - time they come up the ftream and
approach - the fhore. In colour and fhape this
fith  refemble - fine vermicelli; ‘they are ﬁfung
by hundreds, and fent to Madrid in large bottles.
~ They are- faid to be a favounte dlﬂ'! of the
~‘queen. ; .
. In winter chefnuts afford another refource'_
for independently of exportation great quan-
tities are kept, and éven. at. retail prices fell for
o more than ‘a2 quarto or a farthmg the dozen.
‘\Duxmg this feafon the poor live on malze-brep.d
chefnuts, or falt-cod, often in a ftate of decay.

' There is however a profufion of fruits, efpecially

apples, of which cyder is fometimes made. Some
vallies alfo produce fmall four oranges, and a
bitter. kind is imported by fea from ‘the coaft of
Portugal. ' :
The vine is much cultivated here, but the'.
 Wine s far inferior - to thofe of Navarre and
Caftile. It is a kind of light beverage of a reddith
colour, and which the inhabitants call chacoli,
It ferves rather to cool than ftrengthen the body:
the women in ‘general drink this liquor, but the

men "

1 %

\
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‘men fix ‘it with ftronger wines. - It ‘is to bé
lamented that agriculture has here made fo little
 progrefs, and that confequently nothmg is done to
improve this wine.

The air of Bilboa and - throughout Blfcay
" is. excellent, and fuch as may be expefted in a
mountainous country fo near the fea.- ‘The genes
ral chara@er of the climate is an extremely mild
temperature. . The heats of fummer are mode-’
~rated by continual fea-breezes, except’ when
-for.a few days the folano or fouth-eaft wind
opprefles the ‘inhabitants. - The winters .are . ex-
tremely .mild, and rather rainy, but fine days
pretty frequently occur.’ The trees are rarely
deprxved of all their leaves, and the verdure
begins to re-appear toward the end of January.

- Itis true however that thefe foft winters: fre-
quently produce “epidemic putrid fevers, which
~ perhaps atre allo caufled by the food and intems
~ perance of the inhabitants, This too is the time
“of year when the fmall-pox makes the greater
ravages, as the phyficians are profoundly ignorants
and adminifter their cooling medicines to all con- -
ftitutions, ftrong or weak, without diftinéion. This.
clafs of men feems fcarcely to have. taken leave of
thofe barbarous ages, when the firft:rudiments
of regimen in this refpe& were unknown.. Would
you believe that here are phyﬁcnans, who in

9 . : - chronic -
) ! >



‘chronic rheumatifm adminifter nothing but an
“ointment of {torax, and that 1in, certain cutaneous
dileafes, which you will eafﬂy guefs at, they only
+ apply goulard or. plaﬁers ~impregnated  with -
mercury? e B 4l .
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LETTER XXVI"‘ e
De;:arture from Bilboa.—Miravalles. —Dg/c"rzplzm of a Pq/sz'a._ ;

~—Scenery— Reminifeences of Chamouny.~—Qrduna.—La- Pena.
—A flormy Night.—d Venta.—Change in the Appearance of
the Country and I -habitants—Cs oftumes.—Villa-nueva —Sierra
de Union.—Wild, /fpjbmrame of the Mountains and Rocks. ==~
Inn nean Burgos,—.d French Erc/ efiaftic and a legrzm.
.Burga:.

\ ) Burgos, 0&. 1767.

‘THE fcene has entirely changed thefe five ddys

paft, and I am now in the midft of Old Caftile. .
Soon after quitting Bilboa I was furrounded. by

 mountains, but a vaft number of loaded mules

and 2 long train of carts drawn by oxen gave
animation to the fcene; though it is true that at
firft the creeking of thefe'carriages was extremely
difagreeable, it not being the cuftom here to greafe
the wheels.

. Firft day.—We did not fet off till four in the
afternoon, and continued travellmg after fun-fet.
The air was delicious. We were lighted by diftant
forges, and the meafured found of the hammers
mingled ‘with the tedious tinkling of the mule-
bells, Thefe bells (zumbones) are of copper and
cylindric, two feet long and fix inches in diameter,.

and being hung to the neck of the mule at the end -
. of
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- of the train, fhow whether they proceed-.quick ot

flow. - In this manner we arrived at length at
Mxravalles, a large village, among ‘the mountains,

near the river, and near three ledgues from;

Bilboa, RERT 2 :
The whole poﬁzda or, inn was full of ‘muleteers
(arrieros) coming from Caftile, fo that thofe who

followed fcarcely found any room. ‘They foon

affembled - round a large fire, where a crowd of
people began to drefs their fuppers. The tables
were covered with plates and j jugs, and the different
groups crowded clofe to each other; here two
individuals playing the devil’s tattoo on their
pitchers, there a great newfmonger juft arrived
as he faid from Bayona de Francia ; ‘next to, him a
guitar-player and fome young women. toymg with
their fweethearts, and beyond them fome drunkards

quarrellmg Add to thefe the fqueakmg voice of. |

the © lahdlady calling out and reckomng up  her

acconts, the confufed voices of the guefts calling
for wine, the eloquence of the landlord endeavours

ing to fell a donkey, a tambouriner playing for the
YOun{r people to ‘dance, the mnoife of the mules

fepatated from the kitchen merely by a thin para -

tition, the barking of dogs mingling with the

general uproar, and you will have an idea‘of this -

noify fcene, which became mtereﬁmv through its
‘varxety and ﬁngulanty o

3 e Oup
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"Our beds however were ez.cellent, and the bed- :

. chamber covered with - mats (¢fteras). ~When I

awoke the next morning I was -agreeably furprifed
to find the {Cenery around me perfeély fimilar to

that of our delicious valley of Chamouny; the -

fame form of rocks, the fame kind of ‘huts, and
the fame mixture of fields and plantations. Like
, that, a torrent is feen rolling from the fummit of
- the mountain, nor were even- the peaks of Mont-
blanc wanting to embellith the fcene ; maffes of
filvery clouds rolled from peak to peak, and com.
pleted the beautiful illufion, ’
-~ Second day —Our condu&or “having ﬂept but'
_httle the preceding nwht rofe very late, fo that
we did' not fet off till ten o’clock. We paffed
through feveral wvillages, always along a delicious
‘well-cultivated valley, from which we perceived the.
.Imiling profpe& of the diftant mountains, . We
arrived about two o’ clock at the fmall town of
- Ordufia at the extremity of the valley, and fur-
rounded on that fide with fine rows of trees.
'Thxs p]ace deferves fome attention on account of its
antiquity and the fuperb archlte&ure of its cuftom-
houfe. o = |
\ We had given our condu&or permlﬁion to go
for half an hour to his houfe, which he faid - was
only a mufket-fhot from the road, but he returned

fo late that we could not fet off till five o’clock.
., T y ke : His
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His excufe for delaying was rather -comic: ¢ Mi_

muger es joven, y jamas podemos acabar con'el

“rofario.”” ¢ My wife'is young, and we can never

- finith the rofary.” It was therefore already
growing. dufk, the fky was full of clouds that

promifed rain, and the Pefia was covered witha

thick fog. It was quite mght when we arrived at
the foot of the mountain, the wind rofe, and 2
gentle rain began to fall. Butwe had fcarcely been.
an hour on the road when both the wind and rain
became heavxer., The rain, turned to fnow, and
the wind becoming bmf’cerous drove a deluge of
'withered leaves in our faces. It was now fo dark
“that we could not fee our conduétor; but I per-
cewed that the road was a conftant zig-zag, as
was natural in afcending -fo fteep an acchvxty
L Our mules foon difcovered the traces of another
‘ requa or ftring of mules ; for fix or eight and fome-
times more are tied to each other by their

_ halters. They had left Ordufia an hour before us, -
and ours now quickened their pace. . When we -

reached them, we found the muleteer under great

embarraffment, two of his mules having fallen.
"This rendered it nece,ﬂ'ary to unload them before -

they could get. up, and he could not load them

again without affitance. -Our arrival, which he |

"did not expe& fo foon, immedlately relieved him

from his dxﬂiculty. He therefore obliged us, with .

an air of generoﬁty quite in the fpanifh fiyle, to
: 13 taﬂ:c
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tafte of “his large bota. ~Both parties were gIad ¥
to “find company, and thus we contmued our

march

‘But the htgher we climbed the heavier the

hurricane, and - unfortunately we had it in our

faces. The mules could ‘fcarcely keep on thelri

- “feet, mine fell thce, and the darknefs was dread-

ful.  We were then at the top of the Pena, we.

had three hours road to go down ‘it, and no one
.could. dtﬂmguxfh the voice of his neighbour. Indeed

a general filence prevzuled for it was equally ime

poﬁible to hear and to fee each other.
“Our muleteer, who was on foot, quite excited

© . ‘ftorm grew. It began to hail, the wind became a

my -compaffion,  and  yet, as it was phyﬁcally‘

impoffible: for me; to confole him,  my pity ‘was’

ufelefs, Fearmg he fhould lofe his pay, he was
1ncon['olable, and every moment begged us a thou-

~fand. pax‘dons. It is true he was the caufe of our -

delay, but yet he was the perfon moft feverely

pumfhed for it. As for me T felt it'a duty to '

pacify him ; for woe to him who increafes the pains

- and nnsfortunes of his fellow-creatures, T fet him .

therefore at his eafé, and a few friendly words
‘made him mfenﬁbk? to all the evds of the wmd and
‘the ftorm, :

At length we began to defcend, and in propor-
tion as we approached the valley the ftorm abated.
We could only go however ftep by ﬁep, and it

10

13
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'was mxdmrrht when we arrived at the venta fituated

at the foot of the mountain. . Here we were very
kindly ‘received, and. had reafon to be contented
with our fleeping place. ‘

Third.day.—The valley now widened more and ~

‘more, and in the afternoon, having paffed through
a fine country 1nterfperfed with villages, we arrived
after an hour’s riding at Ofma, where we found

the frontier cuftom-houfe of the province of Alava, =

The officers were fatisfied  with feeling our
pockets and bid. the muleteer afk us for drink
money (para echar un trago), which we" had
already prepared to give them.
“Here. the cultivation began to declme, the
country to {pread, and the coftumes and counte-
- mances to-affume a more foreign air.  The climate
too became rougher, the villages were a mere heap
of huts buile with earth often full of holes. The
churches however were alWays large and magnifi-
- cent, nor was thereany fcarcity of convents. The
fields were moftly uncultivated, and as far as the
eye could -extend, we p,er_cewed neither tree nor
thrub; in lieu of mules we frequently met fmall
affes ‘called borricos, {carcely any oxen, but a great
" quantity of black fwine and excellent flocks of
fheep. Our fleeping places became lefs clean, and
the bread as well as the water bad; but the wine
was better and cheaper.
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“We foon perceived men in broad felt hats,
long t brown cloaks, with their feet wrapped up in
rags, and knotted fticks in their hands ; in lieu of
the coloured petticoats and the elegant corfets of
the Bifcayans we faw nothing but dingy-yellow
~gowns, and the beautiful trefles I have defcribed
were exclianged for fhort hair ftanding up covered
- with felt caps, and over that a black veil:: The
countenances we faw appcared longer, the features
lefs beautiful, but their eyes were more brilliant and
more animated. The eafe and gaiety of the “Bif~
‘,cayans had difappeared, nothing was feen but in.
digence and ferious fdrrowful countenances, though
the language [eemed purer, and ' the accent more

fonorous. We croffed the Ebro, and- pafTed the
nightat a poor town, of which the name T believe «
was Villa-nueva. : :

Fourth day.—The road thls day ‘was tolerably
fmooth but we only faw defert heaths, and an arid
‘caleareous  foil. - However after travelling fome
hours the valley grew narrower, ~and we entered ,
among a chain of rocks, which we had long feen-
before us. It formed a pért of the fierra de union. -
’We pafled it in the narroweft part, leaving it on
our left, which very much fhortened our road.
The gigantic forms of thefe naked and awful rocks.
reminded me of thofe which: fkirt the ice-lakes of
-Montpanvert in the Alps of ' Faucigny.  Never

ﬂlould

S
~
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thould I have expected to have feen them renewed

in the midft of Spain. ; Here every thing wears the
- alpe of. the moft- hideous fterility. - We paffed a

defile, where enormous rocks were heaped together
over our, heads with dreadful fublimity, and on the -

moft. elevated point was an: hermitage. . At length.

amid thefe heaped-up- rocks. we arrived at a mo-
naftery of capuchins, where the induftrious monls
have formed a chearful garden amid the inhofpi
table wilds, and have even brought thither a rivulet

to water ‘their plantations. What an enchanting -

appearance amid a defert country, and contrafted
by fo many wild and rudely magnificent objects!

_After dinner we re- entered on the plain, which

e’
by
=

is furrounded by hills crowned with clives., . We

found the road indeed :very-animated, for it was

full of monks and women: travellmg upon ‘mules, -

carts drawn by oxen, and numerous troops of bor-

‘ricos.  Our way traverfed a vaft exfent of unculu-

vated heaths, that might eafily have been converted

into fertile fields, till at length we arrived at a farm
half a league from Burgos, where we determired
to pafs the night on account of the excellent forage

it affords. = On entering the kitchen our attention ;

was attra&ed by two perfons. who fat by the fire- -
fide. One was 4 tall thin man with a very flat face

and his hair in curls, the other. was fat, had a noble

BANEL AT with

‘

5 and mte}llgent appearance, was drefled as a pilgrim,
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~ with a crucifix hung to his neck a chaplet "for 4

iglrdle, and almoft bald. The firft had fomething

of meannefls and of pride in his air; as may often
be obferved in ill- educated people who would give

* - themfelves airs, he had his hat on, and puﬁ“ed the

fmoke of his pipe to a great diftance with much
gravity and- fplttmg proudly upon the coals. - The

other. was uncovered, and, crouching in. a diftant -

~ corner of ‘the chimney, was modeltly eating 4

morfel of dry bread, to which he added a fmalt
pltcher of wine that was brought him. 1 foom res X

- cognized the former by his quefhons and ‘pronun«

ciation to be a french ecclefiallic, and perceived

~ the other to be'a'man of rank, whofe head was
* tirned. by devotion. :

The french prref’c at’ firft offered to renre, takmg
us for - republican merchants ;. but bemg undeceived

by our muleteer, he addreffed us in French. Ac- -

cording ‘to him the allied powers muft fpeedily
enter France and cut to pieces at leaft 8,000,000
of republicans inorder to reftore the emigrant
priefts to their benefices. It is really (hocking ta -

obferve to what extremes egotifin and the rage of

party will carry the paflions . of mankind.” One

“would almoft i 1magme cruelty were eﬁ’ennal to out

exiftence, or a natural inftin& -that burfts forth ag
foon . as. occafion and c1rcumﬁance gwe 1t an op-
portumty to expand ol

Tbis ‘
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This morning we arrived at: Burgos, and we

* fhall not leave it till after dinner; but as you

will find an account of: every. thing it contains’

worthy of notice in books of travels, I fhall be
filent on that head. If a man withes However, to

become acquainted with the inhabitants of Old

Cattile, he muft ‘obferve thein at Burgos ; for no
where can he find fo many ill drefled ‘pecple or fo
many beggars in the ftreets. = Hence notwith-
ftanding its extent, the place has a dull and inani-

mate appearance. The royal hofpital is reckoned’

very rich; I have been told that on Good Friday
_ alone it diftributes to the poor as much as 1500
“drefden bufhels of wheat in fmall loaves. The
other churches as well as the monafteries dlﬁrlbute
the hke Iargeﬂ'es, and thereby rafford daily - en-
 couragement to idlenefs and béggary. It fhould

feem that all the inftitutions which do not purfue the

fpirit of the age become pethicious. Burgos is on
all fides fo much expofed to the north wind, - that

the greatef’c fummer heats are always moderate, but
on the other hand the winters are the more fevere.

Indeed we have now an autumnal air, which re-
minds me of Germany, and our dlﬁance from the

temperate fea coaft becomes ‘daily more and more
fenﬁble,
1
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Road 1o Lerma—d Mule falls _/zfcé.-Exarc{/'r)z: and Holy Water.
—Road to Aranda—dA Girl avitheut Armsi— Aranda.—

- Dragoons.—Scene at an Inn.—T he Mafs.— Bo/fequillas.—Picture »

of Mifery.—Venta of San Lorenzo.—Road cver the Somofierra. .

—Noble Gorda.—Buytrago.— A Catalonian Inn.—San-A4goftin.

—Difference -of New and Old Caftile.—Road to San-Sebaj-

tian.— Firft View of Madrid.—Approach to Madrid.—Defcrip=
. tion of the Peop/e _/?zm on the Road.— th/t‘om-Houjz Oﬂicer:.

Madrid, Olober 1797
BEPORE I fpeak of this capital, I muft tell you how
~1 came here.
- Fifth day.—The camino real (royal or high road)

. that brought us fo commodxouﬂy to Burgos ter-
/minating fuddenly on our approach to that city,

we entered .upon a rugged - ffony  mountainous .
“path, and prefently perceived Burgos at a diftance

, below us. The foil appeared ill cultivated, though

hefe and there we faw-fome wood and a few vine- .
yards. -We met tolerably fine flocks of fheep, but
throughout our day’s journey of fix fpanith leagues

~we faw no habltatlons except two ventas for

changing horfes.
Toward evening we beheld from a height the
fmall town of -Lerma very near a river and fur-

rounded with trees, I‘rom the rlght fide a belt of
wood
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wood extended to the left, and we faw the moun- -
tains of Guadarrama gilded by the rays of -the de-
parting fun. We found the inn extremely dirty,
‘but our beds were in a. tolerably clean apartment. f
They brought us bread and wine eqmlly bad,
and a few faufages' ftuffed with pepper: All
the women wear brown petticoats trimmed with
broad green " furbelows, black ﬂockmcs, and
red ftays.. Throughout the town there is nota
fingle pane of glafs, except in the church and par-
fonage. A %
- The next morning, when on the pomt of fettmg -
off, it appeared that my mule had not eaten and
- was fick. " Immediately there was a long confulta-
tion'among all the arrieros that were about to load
their bealts, and moft of them were of opinion we
muft give him reft ; but the whole day paffed with-
‘out his recovering. = He was wathed with hot wine,
a dofe of phyfic adminiftered, and a plafler ap-

plied ; but all without effe&. What could be the

reafon of all this?. Nothing more fimple ; the ani--

mal was bewitched. s R
To break: the charm therefore a quantity of
images of faints of all kinds, cha"pletstand a large
tub of holy water were brought, the animal was
dragged under a gateway, his head placed toward
the church, he was:loaded with images and ro-
faries, ‘while a toorhlels old woman muttering 2
Whole litany of ave-manas attempted to exorcile
. him
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~ him, and they concluded by inundating him with .
~ holy water from head to foot. Four hours after the .
", animal began to eat, and the next day was per-.

fe@tly well.  You will eafily imagine, that w;thout
rathly defpifing this facred bath I might at leaft,
dccording to the religion I was brought up in,

.admit fome doubts. It therefore appeared to me

from certain fymptoms  that the mule'had a ftran-
gury, and that fince cold is ufeful in-that diforder;
the water that was thrown over h1m might poﬁibly

" accelerate his cure.

' Sixth day.—~Between Lerma and Aranda, whxch

termmated this day’s journey, being a diftance of
ﬁfﬁx fpanifth leagues and a half, we traverfed a fine

plam partly planted with yines. = At noon we
ftopped at 4 wine-houfe, where ‘we ‘found a girl
without arms, who turned the {pit with her feetand -
made wooden fpoons. . After dinner we met a

" erowd of arrieros, who, as they went along, amufed
" themfelyes by ftriving who fhould throw ftones

fartheft, as they had before been difputing who
thould drink moft. ' The environs of Aranda are

- (':ultivated:in a fuperior ftyle. 'We entered that

town by a fine avenue of poplars. It is-a con- °

" fiderable place, -and now belongs to the Prince of
‘Peace, The polada was full of dragoons who had

been there fome days.  The people of the houle

- and the muleteers treated them with great refpects

and never addreffed them but as Sewores foldadss |

!

or -
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or gentlemen foldiers, though'theyaré wfually
called fimply militar. Their converfation priricipally
turned upon the campaign they had been making
- in Rouffillon. It was an amufement to hear -theis
rodomontades, as for inftance, ¢ Do'you fee this
fabre ? it has fpitted at leaft half a dozen French. -
men.” This was one of the'moft moderate.

After fupper they danced the fandango before
the door, and the found of the tambourm drew
together a crowd of young women.. . Meanwhile
a number of fpetators got on the top of the cheft
in which was kept the barley for the mules (for in
Spain little or no oats are grown), in confeque')ce
- of which ‘the_top was forced in.” Upon this the
landlady was fo enraged. that fhe fallied forth with .
a firebrand in her hand againft the offenders. = At
length fhe was appealed, but in all my life I never
heard fuch a'volley of threats and of abufe. -

The next day being a holiday, it was neceffary
to hear malfs at the francifcan monaftery, - The .
church was loaded .with magnificent ornaments,
- but it exhaled an infupportable cadaverous fmell.
~ The women knelt on fheep-fkins, and wore white
veils over thelr grey gowns ; the men were drefled
Deater than at “other places, many- had hats, and
we-faw very few ragged cloaks. This {howed fome
degree of affluence, and I learned that Aranda
boafts fome tanneries and feveral woollen manu-
fatories,

: R Sewventh
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" Seventh day. —The neater wé came to the mouns
tains, the worle the weather proved. At night we
Aelt a very piercing cold, and yet at.noon the heat
of the fun was infupportable. - This day did not af-
ford us any pleafing or interefting fcenery, the
road was bad: and inéommodious; and the two
villages we paffed dull and mxferable, partlcularly
Boﬂequxllas where we ﬁept L i

As we entered the kitchen, whxch in Spain is the
place of general aflemblage, we faw nothmg but

| obje&'s of mifery.  Near the fire ftood a truckle-
" bed, where on a ftratum of maize-leaves lay two -

children with the fmall- -pox covered with a fheep-
fkin ; on the other fide was a woman who had re-
“cently lain-in, whofe child had alfo the fmall-pox,
‘and another. child who was recovering from the
fame diforder which had deprived .it of one eye.
"The father, who was preparing the dinner with the
- affiftance of his youngeft daughter, had diflocated -
“his arm, and to complete all, there feemed the moft
extreme indigence and an abfolute want of provi-
- fions and of refources. - "Thus there was no com-
fort or cleanlinefs to be expeed in this hofpital of
invalids, where the patients had no other food but
a decoction of mallows and a little oxymel.
Our unfortunate landlord did all he éould with
on arm. His good-nature and civility did -not -
telax for a moment, and he feemed to have an
elevatxon :
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elevatlon of mind, that mtereﬁed me in a ﬁngular :
- manner in his favor. S e

- Eighth day.~The next morning we faw before *
us to the northward the mountains of Guadarrama ™
“with their fnowclad fummits; and after three’
hours and a half riding we arrived at the foot of
that chain at an inn called Venta de San-Lorenzo,
where the fnow lay a foot deep. ‘It ‘was toward
the fouth,” but the fun had very little power, and
every thing was covered with icicles. ~This part of -
the Guadarrama mountams is called Ila Somo-
fierra. S G T ;
The hlgher we afcended the more: pxercmg was
the cold, ‘and the road was almoft eutirely covered
with fnow. The frozen fides of thefe inacceflible
rocks, precipices {kirted . with: pines, fields. of
dazzling»fno'w, and the folemn filence of the fcene,
all ‘recalled ‘the Alps to my mind, efpecially’the
neighbourhood of Saint Gothard. At length
after ‘two hours and a half we arrived at the fteep
village of Noble Gorda, Wthh ftands on -the peak
of the mountain," and where during nine months
in'the year a fiberian winter prevails. The in-
habitants carry on fome trade, and - among other
articles deal in fwine and wood by which they
procure a fubfiftence. :

The road that leads to Somofierra is one of the
- moft magnificent in" all Spain. It was begun by
'Ferdmand VI and finifhed under Charles III. We
' £, s defcended
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defcended pretty rapidly, found the air below
fenfibly milder, and after two full hours arrived at
the fmall town of ‘Buytrago, which. by its ancient
towers and waHs s eafily percelved to have been
~ a fortrefs.

The pleafure of hang overccme dlfﬁcultles and .

the exercife of our own powers conftitutes one of
the delights of travelling, - efpecially in a moun~'
tainous country, where the nature of the country

Is continually rencwmg this gratification. Full of -

fuch fentiments we_entered the pofada, which: ‘we
were agreeably furprifed to find was kept by Catas
lQnia\nS, who had brought thither the induftry,

cleanlinefs, and gaiety of their couhtrymem Their -

“phyfiognomy, their complexion, their coftume, and
- their furniture, all.bore teftimony in their favor.

- Among a crowd of travcllers, that arrived from .

‘.ILVI‘adry,id,- was a furgeon who had juft pafled his

examination, and, having been admitted, was going

" to take ‘pofléflion of a’ bufinefs./in a fmall towns
He was a'young man, had ftudied according to

‘the new plan, and feemed to have particularly '

formed his ideas from the writings of our Plenck.
' Iparted from him with regret the next morning,
" having conceived a great deal of efteem for him.

Ninth day.—Our road, which was fix fpanifh

_]_eagues, traverfed well “cultivated fields, and paFed ‘

through fome villages as far as San-Agoltin, which

was -our la[t fleeping place before we arrived at-

Madndo

p
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Madrid. It was impoffible ‘not to perceive, we

were now in New Catftile and approached the metros

polis.” We found more. cleanlinefs and affluence,.
the furniture and accommodations improved, the
language and ‘manners of the inhabitants fhowed

more cultivation, the' provifions were better, and
nothing was talked of but the laf tews from Ma-
~drid. We {fet off the next: mofning about five

o clock to complete the femaining ﬁx fhort leagues’

of our journey.

Tenth day.—1 found the road worfe and more |

uneven than I-expeéted, and we were obliged to

- ‘pafs many very fteep hills.. The fcenery however

was _that of perfett cultivation, and the diftance

.crowned with" forefts. Thus we -arrived at Sam -
Sebaftian, three leagues from Madrid, and bad
~there a kind of foretafte of the capital in well- °

built houfes and lofty latticed windows. |, Here for
the firlt time the dinner was ferved by portions,

and french rolls ahd hqueur-wmes (vinos generofos)‘-

could be had.

We were ftill almoft. two leagues from Madrxd '

when from a height we percelved that city with its
innumerable towers. The nearer we approached,
the more did the various objets unfold and the

new palace in particular appeared in view. The -

whole country was well cultivated, and ‘the new

- ' corn was fprmgmg upin all its glory. We entered
‘ ‘ % : ~upon

O S g Ay
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more interefting and more ammated
Here we faw a multitude of women going to
market on fmall donkeys with their blue petticoats
turned’ over their heads like veils, there men in
‘black jackets without fleeves, with' green mets
~ round their heads and brown cloaks, were riding ‘
two by two on one mule; dragoons making
their horfes prance, one-horfe-chaifes full of wo-
men, officers in poft chaifes, long trains of mules.”
loaded with baggage, -and troops of unloaded bor-
ricos crofled each other in all direGtions. Yet nei-
' ther avenues of trees’,' nor gardens, nor fuburbs, an-
- nounced the neighbourhood of Madrid. Every
'thmg except a/ tolerable large farm is abfolute 5
‘nakednefs dround this metropolis. | L
When we arrived at the poit of Fuencarral thc :
name of which is written over the gate in a fquare
of porcelain, we were obliged to ftop to be exa-
‘mined, which is done with great rigour, ‘efpecially
as to fnuff. Before our turn came we faw above

thirty panniers infpe€ted, which is done in a very

fingular manner: The cuftom-houfe officers, being
- furnithed with a long bar of iron channelled out -

and rubbed with greafe, pafs.it in every direttion

into the panniers, where, if it meets with friuff, .

fome wnll adhere to the greafe. We were dif-
patched more qulckly, becaufe we had had -our

portmanteaus
N




