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years. I made the like obfervation at.the prome-
nades ; and efpecially at a concert given by a Jew
virtuofo, where every thing I beheld difplayed fuch
exceflive luxury, fuch a boundlefs paffion for plea-
fure, and fuch a ftriking egotifm, that the fpeétator
could not avoid making the moft-painful refletions

on the “ﬂow progrefs of philofophy in an age fo -

proud of its enlightened reafon.. Among their
- wives and their miftrefles a crowd of upftarts were
pointed out to me, many of whom, before the re-
volution§ were among the loweft claffes. It may
be 1aid, that, in all revolutxons, nothing but forms
' change, while in fad things ever remain the fame.

.
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LETTER IX. Vb
GaﬁamM their C’baraﬁer and: Eanguage»«ﬁordeaux TVme 3 itr
Clqﬂé: and Prices;— Prefent Stagnation of Trade. —"peculatmm.
im Privateerse—The Exdmngf —~C/mra:7er qf tbz Merchznt:’
< and Iﬂﬁnhtmzts in gmem[ '
iy i . Bordeaux, May- 1797. .
NQTWITHsTANBING the exaggeratxon that has
previiled relative to the Gafcons, there is fomé
foundation for what. has been faid of them 3 for

_ they always {peak in hyperboles, and with the like

- figure ever appreciate their, own merit : they are
. continually talking of themfelves, and muft. always
be as it were upon the Rage to feel at their .eafe :

' they know every thing, have feen every thing, and
have almoft been prefent at' the creation of the

world = they' tell lies without knowing it, brag

‘without intending it, are continually contradicting

you without ill-will, and offend - without defign :.

their character chiefly conﬁﬁs in a ridiculous vanity,
and an unaﬂ'é&ed pronen efs to romancing.
Every one’ is acquamted with the Gafcon pro-
minciation : ifs principal defetts confitt of too
ﬁrong an afpiration of the 7, the change of 4 into

v, and too ftrong an accent on the ¢ ouvert :* but

many people are ignorant, that the Germans of
-~ Upper
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. Uppér Saxony, and the Spaniards, are not exempt
from the fame defe&s, and ‘that the’ pretended :
AiGafcomfms are: alfo in part Germamfms, or: DRI oo e e
c '-lpamfms. T o bl e SR R '
~.*=Thechief branch of the commerce of Bordeaux
':conﬁﬁsAo.f wine, for. where :can a man go but he = |
~meets with claret? - I doubt not therefore yéu will ‘ o e E
be glad to learn foniethlng on-that fubjefts -7~ K
~'The’ wines" properly " of -Bordeaux-are diftins - =~ 2k
gmfhed from thofe of -which that- town s only an ’
'_emponum, and_which are there fhipped for. forelgn'
- parts. .. Thofe' grown"at Bordeaux. are diftin-
guithed into wins de graves, and wins dela palud ac- .
- “cording to the foil that, produces them ;  the. for- .
~omer being fandy, the latter marfhy - The wines - _
. fent. to Bordeaux. are exther _country; wines (wm y Generalirg
du pays) from four leagues adove  Bordeaux, or |
from {upper Guvenne- or._thofe from Catalinia i -~
Spain, which are fent from thence to-Cette i inLans i
guedoc, and thence by the grand: canal’ and <other' e By
. mavigable rivers to Bordeaux, * il g
. Among the wines propetly of - Bordeaux itfelf ‘
thofe of : Medoc are highly. efteemed; and- the beft
quahty is that of La Fite.- Among the French®
wines :fent to Bordeaux, the moft efteemed  are
. the whlte wines of Langan, and the red of Ca/i‘re: -
and among thofe of Spain.the wines of Nataro. ey
et Asito colour and price, the red. wins de. gm'ue:
are from ﬁfty to a hundred ecus per:.cafk ;. the
P - b e white ¢

N

!
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. white wmesof Langan,Pngna.r,Bmfac,andSauterne:,
~ are from ‘one hundred and ninety-five to two. hun-

-

~dred and ten francs the white. and red wines of
_Pedeiyizc, from thlrty-four to thu‘ty eight; and the
‘white and red of Caftres, from forty to fifty- francs. \
<. In'no part have men refined to fo higha degrse.
'af perfection ‘as’at Bordeaux on the artiof - culti-

vating the vine'; in no part perhaps could’ they
create fo great a varxety of  forts with equal econo-

- my; and ‘it requlres a laborious apphcatlon of

many years to become. acquainted with thefe fe-‘
 Cretsy Or to- know how fuccefsfully to employ n

pra&lce a long feries .of expenﬁve experiments,

& 'Of all theclaret drunk out of France very little is

“pure. and genume, ‘the greater part being adulte-
rated with' various -drugs, or mixed with other -
‘wines. ~This laft fpecies of ‘adulteration is perhaps
the mioft innocent, and is even fometimes neceﬂ'ary

to enable the wine to bear a voyage. = There is.

“allo a kind of wine called wizs. cuits boiled previons . -

to their fermentatlon, which’ keeps them ‘always

mellow. . There ‘ar¢ ‘alfo vins de -pafle; ‘or raifin
" wines made without a prefs by an infufion of dned

raifins, Whlch is afterwards left to ferment: i

~wisThe exportation of wines amounts on an'average
to' 150,000 barrels a yeara It has confiderably
dlmmdhed fince the commerce of the north and of -

~the United Provinces. has ceafed. There is. alfo’ :

n}uch _brandy exported, of thch the ‘common

fort o
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- “Tort'is oné degree and a half; and the beft, which
is called fpmt of brandy;ras far as thlrteen de-
“grees. T F e, G B
~The general {lagnanon and ‘deftrudion’ of the
‘ trade of Bordeaux ha; obllged ‘the. merchants to
"enter mto other fpeculatlons, efpeclally that of -
prwateers, whlch is the moﬁ general There are'
“ at this time no lefs than twenry-one pnvateers ‘be-
longing to Bordeaux alone; and feveral of the
- propnetors “have already made fortunes by rlch
portuguefe ‘and englith pnzes commg “from ‘the
Brazils and the Faft and Weft Indxes. ‘ Yel’cerday,
for- mﬁance, the” Intrepzde brought in'an enghlh
brlg, the cargo of. which'is valued at a mxlllon and.
a half French ;" and fix large por tuguel'e fhxps were
lhown mé on'the tiver’ ‘with crews of -one hundred
and twenty men “and” twelve guns, vwhxch were
‘boarded and taken’ by fmall prwateers w1th only :
eighty men and four guns; 7Y 7V L
' Meanwhxle ‘complaints are’ conll:antly heard on
‘all fides of the decline’ of commerce and ‘thée ab-
fence of fpecne. The. fuperb fugar hotfes, whlch »l
owing to the good’ quality of the ‘water here pro-
duced excellent’ fugar, and ‘which ‘on’ account of
the faClllty of thipping it was- {o much in demand "
in the north, are now 'quite dead for want of
+ {ugar to work., The great numbers of manufac-
turers: in glafs, china, cloth, hardware, chmtzes, :
& havmg no longer a market i in the colomes, _'
i D g3 e B Tiare

1
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,-are.on: the point of total ruin.. The wme, brandy,

, and vmegar trades, have fuﬂ'ered in confequence of

* the war, and the artrﬁcers who lived by them. are
_in the moft extreme mdxgence. Every one; com-"‘
plams 5. and ‘none,_ but carpenters, fhip- buxlders,.
and rope-makers, now ﬁnd employment, in confe-
quence of the frequent ﬁttmg out of prlvateers.: I
acqurred mo“c of thxs mtelhgence at the exchange £
but When 1 mentxon an. exchange,,do not ﬁgure
10 yourfelf fuch exchanges as thofe ! Holland ,
“that of Bordeaux s fmall, ﬁlthy,‘ and is'a kmd of

, mxmature of the palaxs royal In llke manner, the |
| fquare formerly called place-royale m front of the’ :

‘ :cxchange',, 5ﬁd ﬁtuated on ‘the rlver, appears too _
cxrcumfcnbed and Joo. mean for a cxty lrke Bor-

, deaux,‘ Wh1ch,conta1ns 100,000! 1nhab1tants.

_V.;\;Z',__'];he rxch merchants ‘here. .are, reputed to be
"much:given, to. luxury and intrigue;; -they are. alfo
charged with want of good faith and with extra-

- vagance; . »bntc I dare. not , decrde on thefe re-
_Pproaches, or on thofe of, avarlce and bad morals, .
reproaches y whrch it would be unju{t to render ge-
neral, Among the exceptions, whxch I'have a
: pleafure in makmg, I would place.i in the, ﬁrﬂ: clafs'
the.worthy Berquin, : author of fo many ; .Works for

ehxldren, and who was born at Bordeaux. ily TR
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,_ LETTER X g 5
) Deparmre from Enrdeaux —Soaety on e Road —Lam{er, cr ,
A Heatb.r.—SlzIt.r ——Imz:, partb /j)am/b ‘,
g2 . e myanne, Mavr1797. i
I AM at length at the foot of the Pyrenees, only
four leaovues from "the frontiers of Spain, where’
‘every thing announces the nexghbourhood of that
mtereﬁmg country A s g "1
T was deﬁrous of commg hlther by the drhgence
'(whrch coﬁs feventy francs, and arrives in three
‘days), but I was offered for ﬁfty francs a corner :
of areturned carriage, On traverﬁng the fuburb”
’of St. ]ean, the fine houfes and gardens ‘with whlch
it abounds aﬁ'orded a fmrhng and a charmmg pro- ‘
' fpe& For two leagues afterwards the country rs.
perfe&ly well cultivated, aﬁ'ordmg the fineft land-’
‘fcape the eye can beholcl We paﬂ'ed before the s
countr‘y-houfe of the ci-devant bl(hop of Bor—
deau‘{, ‘where the ftatues in the garden were mutl-
lated, the " Wmdows and wmdow-fhutters br' cen,
' ,and the baIcomes torn m pleces. . The road pre-:

u 'q

r _. : ~D'3 i : ‘/ '.'One“‘ |
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One of ‘my fellow travellers was a little ‘middle-

.aged man from Bxfcay, ‘who had ferved, when .
young, on board a fhip belongmg to- the colonies &

he had aftefwards been feveral voyages to Guinea,

and a great number: to: St. Dornmgo At length
‘he was employed at the port of Breft, and was.now,

~ returning to his famlly, to pafs the remamder of his.

~ life in peaceful retirement. He feemed a very’
worthy man, was full of- witty fallies, enjoyed an-
unruﬂied ferenity of temper, and notwithftanding
his Gafconifm, poffefled a great fund of ufeful and -
valuable knowledge. With him was his mece, a.

beautiful creple, thlrteen years old, full of wit and

accomplxihments, fhe fang charmmgly, and, by :
the’ ‘attradtive fire of her black eyes; appeared to’

......

have entxrely taken leave of lnfancy, ,

My other compamon was alfo a feaman, and 3; oy
Bafque, or Bxfcayan He was tall well made, in e
_the prxme of life, ‘and was going to Bayonne to.
take the command of a veflel that had Juft been;- ’
ﬁtted outasa puvateer X Havmg recently received
his ﬂlare of a confiderable prize, he had plenty of

: "money, and every now and then gave us a tafte of
hxs ﬁock of Medoc wine, which was excel]ent

I have paffed the laft five days m ‘this’ pleafantj
and agreeable party,’ w1thout experlencmg a rno-,,‘
. ment’s. ‘ennii., Every one had fo many- adven, -
B tures 'to commumcate, and one ﬂory led to fo»
many other that the converfatxon never ceafed,

b 2

e;tcept ‘
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except when Mademoifelle Jeannette now and then
fang a fong ; and I endeavoured to, contribute my
‘fhare to this mtere{tmg converfation. -

I could not give you a better idea of our route,
than by comparing it with the’ country of Lunen-
burg ; 3 with this only difference, that here we found
a greater quantlty of heath. During -the laft ten
leagues we faw long rows of ofiers and- ﬁrs, we,
~only met with a v1IIage ‘every three or four
leagues, and the cultivation was much fuperlor to.

* what the marfhy foil feemed to promife. * Every--
- body here walks on ftilts ; and in that manner the"
thepherds and peafants attend - their flocks, _whxch
we met with every now and then. - ‘As they-are
accuftomed from an early age to this contrivance, :
they ufe it as: though it were a natural elongauon :
- of the leg; and advance with aftonifhing rapidity <
many of them 'dance, - turn round with -eafe, and
even. pick up the money- thrown' them, without -
quitting their flilts. The appearance of thefe gi<" °
gantic figures, efpecially in young g:rls, has a very
. ‘ﬁngular and comical effect. * it g e b sy

Inall the inns we entered, and Wthh were to-
lerably clean,: I obferved an approxxmatlon to the "
manners and cuftoms of Spain: we were afked,
for mﬁance, whether - we chofe to have our dinners - -
drefled with oil or butter, and whether we pre--
ferred coffee or chocolate : a very  common difh-
here is glblets ftewed in theu- own gravy..
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CLETTER XL ot

- Fhe Pyrmm.-—Cap: ufed in Bl/ca_y ——Su&ur&: of quanm—-b
s Firft. Appearance ‘of that Town.~—Its Situation.—Les Allées”
Marines, or the Prammade along the Qqaj: —-Cbarmmg En~ .

2 -vzram qf quomze _ ; R ;

. ‘Bayune, Mayy 1797, .
DURING the two laﬂ: days we. had already begun -
‘to percelve part’ of the Pyrenees, and could pers
fedtly diftinguith their fnow-clad fummits ; but three -
~leagues from Bayonne they dlfplayed themfelves m !
*all their magmﬁcence. 4 24 R e
The cultivation grew better, the road began by
d,egrees to afcend;-and country-houfes and gardens
increafed in number, when, all on a fuddén,‘ we -
perceived from' the brow of a hill the town.: of "
Bayonne at the foot of the mountains, whofe azure
ma{Tcs feemed to be within' a league of us.:- The =
- erowd of villages and plantations, the view of the -
town and of the river, which was partly’ covered’
‘with fhips, and the maleﬁy of the fcenery gave us -
the greateft pleafure, .~ = . 7o e e’
~ We:were, accofted by a: beautlful peafant re.
turning ‘with'fome v_cgetables ,f_r.o,m a gardens® the
‘wore that bewitching coeﬁ'ure, which  has b'ee‘r'),"‘
adopted firft at Pans, and fincé in Germany, and.
o whlch
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which fo -advantageoufly:-adorns . our  country::
women. -It confifts of :a cambric handkerchiefggof@“
‘which two cerners are attached Ahehind ‘and ‘hang
down, while the two others are tied in a rofe on. the,
forehead. The bifcayan women, : who are;;very’
well rnade, are. fo fkilful in varying the form;.of; ‘
their - handkerchleves, and their. light  {traw hats ;-
adomed with ribands harmomze fo well Wlth themy:
that. Icould almo{’t prefer this coeﬁure to all others.. %
- The: road: fobn defcended, ~and- we_ prefently
entered - the - fuburb of Samt Efprlt, .whichis .
feparated from the town by the rtver Adour.: i
Every thmg has here 3 Spamfh air, the houfes are:
adorned with balcomes, on which cloths are fpread ;
the fhops have open wmdows, and the aruﬁcers are,
fceq w1thm finging as. they. work We meet wo-,
men everywhere riding on aﬁ'es, or with bafkets on
thexr heads, loaded ‘mules, or- fledges ‘drawn: by*
‘oxen. - ‘Even the accents of the Bafque language,.;
to which I am not yet accuftomed, and the noife’
“of the tambourins to which young girls are feen

| dancmg, add to the attra&lve novelty and gatety..ﬂ :
of the fcene. /- ‘

The bndge havmg been brokén down, we were-‘:; '
oblxged to pafs the river in thé ferry, - A crowd of .
fpe&ators had a{femblcd on the bank, and feemed .
to vie thh our boatmen in the noife they -mades”
Not that our camage had -any cxtraordmary aps, .
' pearance, =
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y pearance, of - that the paffage was dangerous, but,”
- . becaufe: it was a cuftom and a 'kind of natural

~ inftin& with thefe ‘eople to make a great noxfe.

Some ‘travellers have’ fpoken of the beauty of

: Bayonne but ‘1 am forry ‘I'cannot agree w1th
‘them. - Every thing confidered, the town appears

“to'me infignificant and rathet ﬁlthy, and though

it has' fome fine ftreets, feveral tolerably ﬁne edtﬁces, '

and a great- fquare, all thefe ornaments are defaced
by a theatre and a corps de garde i in’ ruins. -

Bayonne ftands a league from the fea, at the con-’

. fluénce ‘of two rivers, one of which, called’ the

Neve, divides the town in two parts, which com-"

“municate by a brrdge. In one ‘of. thefe divifions

we arrived by the Porte de France, from Whlch
we beheld the Neve precipitating itfelf into the

. Adour, The latter feparates the town from' the -

fuburb and, after uniting with the Néve, forms'

~an’ excellent harbour, the fuperb quay of Whlch

“isufed as a promenade. e

A double row of tufted elms aﬂ'ords here. a
cool delightful fhade.  To the right, above the

. river, is feen the country above the town, with the
" Adour meandering. through it, a part of the fuburb,

- the high citadel built upon a-mountain, in form of
“a terrace, the dock-yards, and fome’ plantaftom. d

To "the left, between ' the rows of trees on- the
glac1s, appears the country below the river with its’
A - R T nch
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rxch views crowned by the Pyrenees. If the view
were niot obﬁru&ed(by a great fand-hill forming.
a vaft projection, the ocean would'be vifible from -

. the point of the quay in all its grandeur and mag- -

nificence. . The tumultuous -animation of the port,
the perfumes of the nelghbourmg meadows, and
~ the pure elaftic. fea air, render this promenade»

extremely ‘pleafant at all hours of the day, but

‘evemng adds new charms and encreaﬁng intereft to‘

the fcene.

- This quay, which the mhabltants call les Allee:‘
marines, is not the. only promenade. The walks
of trees that encompafs the glacis to the very banks

of the Neve, the meadows that carpet thefe charm-

ing valleys, in'fhort, the whole country- mterfperfed_.
with gardens, vmeyards, and country-houfes, give /.

~a great varxety to the profpec, nar is there any

point. of . yiew where the eye. does not behold the ;
town and its rivers, the fummxts of the Pyrenees,‘

or the fea. .
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LETTER XII. o

-vTraz{e gf Ba_yonne ——Exporl: and Impartx ~—Prwateermg.—-—.l

/Ertptzon of the warious anlmes :_7/' C/Jacolate, barw made,

und zbe cbamﬂer_z/}zu qf its gona’ngﬁ.

= Bayonnc, sz, l797

e | .AM now able. to glve you fome mformatxon re-’
- lative to the' commerce of Bayonne. The chief
trade arxfes out of its relatxon with Spam, to the
ports of which it fends prmcxpally the’ followmg
-commodmes. the woollen cloths “of Languedoc,
: 'vthe ﬁlks of Lvons, Tours, and Av:gnon, cottons
“and’ chmtzes of Rouen and St. Malo, hats - and’
nbbons, filk ﬁockmgs, goId and’ filver laces,’
watches, and ﬁeel-ware.' In_exchange. for thefe-
are Teceived Wool, wine, oil, and Spam(h American’
-goods, efpecially dying woods, dollars, and ingots,”
7 To the north of Europe, and pamcularly to the
~ Hans-Towns, Bayonne exports wines, and among
. others, the vin' blanc &’ Anglet, and the vin rouge du
Cap Breton, (the former of Whlch is made to the:

- right, and the latter to the left of the Adour) li- .
'.quorlce, raifiné, (grape conferve; or gelly,) choco-
" . late, &c, and, in return, are received various nors

thern merchandizes, of which the principal article:
s cheefe ; befides whlch a very britk coaf’cmg trade
, : ' 11 i

’



b TRAVELS IN SPAINZ. AN 45

is, carried on Wltbn all the ports of, France: . The -
iilnps of Rouen, N‘antes, ~Salnt Malo, Bordeaua,.‘:
: ‘i&c. alfo brmg hither the; produdts of their com-
merce, 'to_ be forwarded mto Spain, and in ex-
‘_‘change ‘the’y recerve the merchandlze of that“v
,country, for whlch Bayonne 1s as 1t were an em- ‘

Porlum. Yol foad ¥ sl

1‘ 1 ul\

of Bayonne have employed a great pa;rt of then'

capltals in ﬁttmg out prlvateersm ning. of whxch are-'
now in fervice, and prove very. fuccefsful ‘Laft
' month they took a large. Engh{h fhxp bound from'
leerpool to Oporto, with a cargo, of bacallao and -
manufa&ured goods. Thefe haye been fmuggled
mto Brlboa, where fuch arncles‘ are m great de-

Fiaa

/’mand ‘and. have produced an enormous proﬁt.
-The Bxlcayans are ' indeed excellent fearnen;}the‘
,dlfcovery made by them of Newfoundland Tah_‘
- ‘their navrgauon toward Davre s Strelghts, aré un: :
doubted fadts, for mo{’t of the ports m thofe e'onn-i ‘
" mes ‘bear Bafque names. ' -

A conﬁderable branch of the trade of Bayonne B
conﬁﬁs in chocolate, of which a great quantrty"
fold not only in France but throughout the north.
;Havmg ‘had an opportumty of obtammg fomé i m-, ‘
formation: -on this fubje&, you will ‘not, perhaps, :
ﬁnd the followmg particulars wholly unmteref’ung

~The goodnefs -of chocolate depends; in the' firft
mﬁance, on that,of thé cacao; from whrch itis made,‘ :

o ‘.‘.‘-' o
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and Wl’llCh is chleﬁy of the three followmg klnds, :

Guayaqull and that from the Weft Indles, par- :

' ncularly St. Domm«ro, Martquue, Curagao, &e.

Caraccas cacao is extremcly dear, even durmg e
~ ‘peace, and, in | the moft favourable years, is never -

fold for lefs than three francs a pound To ‘make -
' chocqlate therefore the cacao of ‘the Caraccas and :
- that of Guayaquxl are mixed together. “Two thlrds'

‘of the former thh one-third of the latter produce :
the ﬁrft quahty ;. two- thxrds of Guayaqull thh

‘one-third of Weft India cacao produce the fecond
and the Weft India cacao alone the thlrd -

'The goodnefs of’ chocolate depends, in the fe.
ond place, on' the care beftowed, on roafhng the

, cacao, on the proper proportxons of the cacao,

fugar, and varlous aromatxcs employed and on the- :

i

duce a more perfe& nuxcure of the mgredlentSr '
"The charalteriftics of a good and ‘unadulterated -
chocolate, are, a d-cp flefh colour, a firm; fine, and.
ﬂumng grain or texture, with little white rays, an
‘aromatic fmell, a facrlxty of melting in_the mouth,

' wuh a. fenfation’ of coolnefs, the producnng no"

gluten in coolmg, and the havmg an oxly cream at o,

. toPo ‘ . : ‘z:."

[l England, if Chocolate ‘ls pverfe&ly prepared
no oil - -appears in folunon, perhaps, becaufe our
double
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double cylmder is well calculated for exalt’ tritur- -

.ation.]’

. The general chara&ers of bad and adulterated '

4 chocolate are,’ 2 black pu:chy colour, ‘an infipid -

. tafte of fyrup, a farinacious unequal coarfe grain,

a burnt fmell while preparing for 'the table, a glu»

tinous m01llure, the meltxng watery, and a fat :

‘mixed fediment, ' oy : “ﬁ'"ﬁ!

Chocolate is adulterated in various ways ; by an.

- unequal mixture of the wvarious kinds of cacao, as

for inftance, a fourth of ‘Caraccas, 2 fourth of -

‘ vGuayaqml and a half Weft India, for the firft

ouahty, inftead of two-thirds of Caraccas, and one- -

third Guayaquil : but even the moft honeft makers
of Schocolate find themfelves compelled to ac_lul-

terate, whenever, the price of good' €acao. havlng'
_ rifen conﬁderably, the. public will not give hlgher '

prxces than ufual for chocolate. i
" The baneful and moft blameworthy adultera-

- tions are, the expreﬂing the cacao. oil, in order to
fell the butter of cacao to the apothecaries and fut-
geons, fubflituting animal fat, and roafting the

cacao to excefs, to deprive it of this foreign tafte;

: the mixing it with rice, ﬂour, potatoes, honey,
Ayrup, &c. A ‘pound of Caraccas chocolate cofts, -

~ even here, ‘near three ‘livres ; you may therefore

‘~ eaﬁly imagine of what quality thefe mixtures muft
be in Germany, chocolate muﬁ alfo be pre~
i g s sy il pared
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pared ina proper imanner; in order: to retam all
its ﬁrengtb and a good flavour. The rule is; one
“cup of water. t6 two - ounces: of - chbcolate. It is
+fuffered to melt. gently over the fire, and is: poured
.out asfoon as it begins to. rife, | after-which it is
%xeated a few minutes longer, in the cuP, on. the hot i
cmders. . j, e ) :
[For heat fuddenly apphed both coagulates it
rand feparates the oil. ] k
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LE TTE R XIII

Fite in lvmom‘ of Peace -Tbe Game ml/ed Bal[on -—.4 Bull-.
Fight—Charader of the Inbabitants of Bayo;me ——Arrange-
" ments for a Fourney in Spam ' .
- - Bayonne, May, 1797,
YhSTERDAY all Bayonne was In a tumult, cele
brating a féte on account of the prellmmarles ‘
- figned’ at Leoben with the Emperor. The pro-
ceflion conﬁﬁed as ufual, 'of bands of mufic,
 young people of both fexes, the pubhc funétion-
““aries, the gardes natlonales, &e. It ‘was a very
: fingular appearance 'to behold " a  triumphal , car
formed of green lattice work, covered with pine-
" 'branches and red cloth, in- which Mars, Apollo, '
Ceres, and Vl&ory, fat very fociably together, and’
it muft certainly be ignorance or want of civifm
in me, to confider thefe ceremonies as ridiculous

and mean, * The féte concluded with fire-works at .

night, whlch proved, indeed, its principal ormament.”

Laft Sunday, for the firft time, I faw the game
called ‘ballon, or air-ball,” of leather, ﬁlled with
~air by a machine, which is g 4 favourite exer
cife with the Bayonnefe and "the Bafques in'
_genexal The hghtnefs, agility, intereft, and at~
tegtion, beftowed on ity ftruck me forcibly, and the -
- R - ‘numerous
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 numerous crowd of fpeQators féemed 'by their en~
_thufiaftic acclamations to excite to the utmoft the
ambition of the players. =~ s
But the bull-fight, which had new]y been intro-
duced before the Porte d*kfpagne, was frequented .
- with {till greater ardour. - As the Spaniards of the
" neighbouring country often come to Bayonne,
. either on commercial bufinefs or for an excurfion
of pleafure, fome enterprxﬁng perfons, in ofder to
attract them thither ftill oftener, have engaged a
Spamfh z‘oreador or bull-fighter, and eftablithed that
fpecxes of diverfion. The novelty of this fpectacle
attracted all Bayonne but many connoiffeurs, who' -
were enabled to judge of the performance by com-
- parxfon, thought it execrable: for it confifted
~_merely of two bulls quite. tame, who ‘were cruelly
tormented durmg fome hours-by a few banderil-
leros throwing darts wrapped in paper, or charged

"The Bayonnefe are generally confidered as the
very Galcons of the Gafcons themfelves, and their
exaggerations relative to. the pre-eminence of their
little town are' infufferably ridiculous. . They are
accufed alfo of being cunning and artful toward
ftrangers. - If a general inference could be drawn
from particular examples, I fhould be at no lofs

for inftances, On enquiring for a conveyance. to.
Bilboa a voiturier was recommended to me, who,

- for three days journey to that city, did not fcruple

I .t
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to afk me twenty piaftres, though he would not

employ more than one mule, and while I was re-

montftrating -againft the unreafonablenefs of tle

demand, feveral very well-drefled perfons came up

~and voluntarily took patt with the voiturier, and -

faid the price was very modetate. Fortunately I was

previoufly informed of the contrary. I thereforé

 broke off my negociation and took other meafures:
Hearing of a bifcayan veflel that was trading
~ to Bilboa, and which was to fail about the end of
the week, (a coafter, called here a chaffemarte,)
I waited on the.captain, a fine young man of a
traQtable difpofition, and was afked no'more than
five plaﬂ:res for myfelf and baggage and though

this, as'Tafterwards learned, was two hlgh twenty_'_

franks being  the ‘common pnce, we mmedxately

agreed and we fail to-morrow, _ o
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LETTER XIV

Y'lw Part of Ba)omze -—It: dangerou: Bar. —Ocmpanom —
: Fmr:

N Boucault near Bayonne, at thc mouth of the Adour. ’
May, 1797,

I sorep to have dated this letter from Spain, but -
thofe hopes are literally fled away; for the wind
has changed to the fouthward. ;
- The day before- ye{’cerday the captam had me
. called at four in the mormng, but, with all the
hafte I could make; I was too late, and’ was
obliged to purfue him in'a boat. ‘The river aﬂ"ords~-'
a very grand profpeét, for there the eye ‘commands
a view of Bayonne with its mountains and environs, :
‘which form an amphitheatre, and a fcene of beauty -
~ more eafy to admire than to defcribe. | '
The wind however fhifted on d fudden to the
fouthward, and caufed an infupportable heat.
The whole atmofphere feemed on fire, .the water
.of the river tepid, the fhade of the fails which were ~
extended .over us afforded but little thelter, and,’
feeing but little hopes of a change, I came on -
‘fhore, and took refuge at the inn. :
Two days have already elapfed in waiting, and
though the wind is a-little more eaﬂ:erly, the bar.
: gives
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‘gives us httle hope. = We have gone feveral times =~

as far as the pilot’s hght-houfe, at the point of the
dyke, but- the roaring .of the waves is dreadful,
~and their found like thunder, efpecxally during the
nxght. We muft however have patience. . The
~captain tells me he has fometimes ftaid here twenty
days ; we fhall be very lucky if we efcape with the -
lofs of a week. £ % '
Noththﬁandmg the labour that has been be-
~ dtowed on the conftruction of thefe two fine dykes,
“built for the benefit of the trade of B_ayonne, this
- dangerous bar is almoft an infurmountable obftacle ;
_and they- fay five or fix_ veffelg‘aré wrecked there -
almol(t every year. . We faw, upon the Downs, the
~ remains ‘of a veflel that had been wrecked there
Jat month, SEJEI E CULTU

Near us lie two Dutch fhips with Ruffian co- _
lours, and three Danes, bound for Amfterdam,
Hamburg, and Bremen. All the captains, and by
turns the failors, come on fhore daily to fee the
bar and take refrefhments at the inn. - The Dutch
bring their wives and children. My Bxfcayan
captain plays every day with his people at nine- -
" pins, and the winnings are {pent in drink, of whlch
they partake in common. | _

“To remain at a fea-port waiting for a fair wind -
is a ftate of extreme irkfomenefs. My only re-
fource is a fmall wood behind the houfe, where T.

3 B T go
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go toread my Spanith books. Our hoft is, at
once, a pilot and a fifherman, but he is out all day,

- which is a great mortification to me, as it deprives -
me of his interefting converfation, which I can only
enjoy at night. _ :

. It is now the fifth day, and the bar does not ap- ;
pear more tranquxl The captain is gone to the
town -to procure frefh provifions, and every one

. Iooks forward till the day after to-morrow, when

- the moon will enter her firlt quarter, at which
time the fea begins to grow calm. I may however .
‘be obliged to ftay another fortnight. What a lofs

_ of time! But I throw down my pen; for one
' {hould never wrxte ina bad humour. R ;

' : : . -
4 z ’ !
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LETTER XV.

Departure.— View of “the  Coaft. — San Sebaftian.—Contrary
Winds. —Guetarm =~Firft Impreffions.—~A Bifecayan Hoftefs. =

 Singular Beds. flrr:era:.—Cbrgﬂzan Soul: —A Surgeon’s -
: Liéra‘;_‘y. : :

-

1 . ) 5 Guetaria, Bu’cay, June, 1797,

THE mght before, laft we went as_ufual, to thc
pilot’s light- houfe, when the bar appeared more
practicable, and the captain began to form fome
~hopes. In fhort, we got out to fea the next day at
noon. The veflel was towed by two large boats
on the other, fide of the river. We were the laft
that performed. this manceuvre, and I had obferved -
the five others at my leifure ; but however frnght-
ful the fhocks received by the head and ftern of the.
thip may appear, they are but little felt by thofe on
board. The other veflels failed to the northward
~and we remained alone. A coafting voyage, how- -
-ever, can fcarcely be reckoned going to fea.

 As our diftance increafed; the' blue fides of the
Pyrenees difplayed themfelves in all their majeﬁy ’
In the diftance a ridge of mountains ftretched along
in confufed irregular maffes toward the fea, and-
termma’ted in a fteep declivity of rocks covered
with farms and culuvatxon. Behind us the ver-
/ _‘ : E 4 : 2 ‘ dant
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" dant coaft of Gafcony gradually difeppeared, and,

-~ in front, we faw the refleted hght of diftant

fails. T =

. We had an eaft vmd Whlch though falnt was -

lfavourable and” foon got " ¢ the citadel of

~ - San Sebaftian, fituated on a promontory ‘The fun

“was fettmg,/the fhades of the rocks were lengthen-
ing, and a delightful coolnefs rofe from the furface -
of the fea. The points of the Pyrenees fhone
with a golden hghc, and a deeper hue adorned the

' furface of the waves. - We caft anchor under the
guns of San Sebaftian, ‘The night was mild and -
ferene, the heavens fpangled thh ftars, and the fea
in perfet calm ;

. “The mornmg, however, proved as ﬁormy as the
night had been tranquil.. | The air ‘was full of dark
glouds, ‘the ‘wind began to blow ftrong from .the
/;fouth-we{’c the fea grew heavy, and we found it
“very difficult to beat up againft wind and currents.
The captam determined however, to keep out at

fea, and we manoéuvred as well as, we could, '

~ In the afternoon the wind grew fo boxﬁerous as
to lay the fhip down, and we thipped feveral feas ;
, we determined therefore to haul our wind clofe, and
‘make the firft port we could, whxch happened to
»be Guetarla, where we arrived at feven in the even- -

" ing, and a boat being fent off to us brought us to
3 fmall dyke, where we dropped anchor, .

Thig
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Thxs vxllage refounded with tambourmes, in the
! balcomes toward the ‘fea. were women in - veils,
and the boats in which we, croffed the bay were
full’ of young ‘girls fingularly drefled, and whofe
hair floated in long brown- trefles. The appear-

- ance of a crowd of monks in large black cloaks

and covered with immenfe round hats walking on

. :the dyke, the drefs of our pilots; their culottes

adorned with ribbons and, black velvet, their red - '
waiftcoats, and redecillas or hair nets, in a word
a total change in every appearance, and -innumer-
- able fenfarxons, which I cannot defcrlbe, apprlzed
‘me. I was in Spain. ;
The captain propofed to take fe toan inn, to
‘which I confented. Havmg landed, we pafled
 through ‘an arch-way thhout gates into a fmall
: 'fquare, ‘where the people were dancing the fan-
dango, though it was-now fo dark I could fcarcely -
fee, and my guide recommended me to an old
.woman, - whom we found in a fmoky- kltchen, .
~ whither I entered with a firm refolution to accom- -
modate myfelf to whatever I fhould find.’
_ Inthe province of Bifcay it is well known that
the ancient Cantabrian language is preferved, and
-the Caftillano or Spamfh, is fpoken. very little of
very ill ; fo that it was- with the greateft difficulty - ‘
that my landlady and myfelf could make ourfelves: -
‘underftood. However, I had no fqoner anfwered
her firft enqulry, whether I was a Chriftian, by
k ~which

N
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which is meant a catholic, in the affirmative, than fhe -
was fo pleafed with me, that fhe brought me a ftone-
bottle of delicious wine and a large loaf of bread
, made of flour and maize in equal quantmes, but
of a very pleafant tafte. She had nothing elfe to,
offer, éxcept a dozen fried fardines or fprats with
~ which I was obliged to be contented, ' .

When I retired to reft, I found no other bed‘
than a paillaffe of maize leaves, laid on vine twigs,
. and two blankets siand, foon after, four muleteers
(arrieros) came in and - occupied the two other
beds One of ‘them fpoke French tolerably well,
. was extremely pleafed to find I wasa cbr ﬁzano, '
and I could not refufe tafting his wine. ’

“Next morning I found, in the kitchen, a woman.
~younger than)the former, but fearcely at all hand-
- fomer.. This was the old woman’s daughrer, andk.‘
miftre(s of the houfe. She fpoke Caftillano Wlth_.
tolerable purity, and knew fo -well how to atk me
queftions, that my monofyllabic’ anfwers fufficed to
, ‘mform her of the object of my journey, Sefior,”
faid {he, “la grazia de Dios acompanara a vm,.
“Efpafia es el mejor pays del mundo Las. almas
chnfhanas fe alegraran de ver a un hermano, yle
ayudaran a vm. en todas fus emprefas.” . The
grace of God, Sir, will accompany you.  Spain is:
the be& country in the world. The fouls of
Chriftians will rejoice in feeing a brother, and will .~
 aid you in all your undertakings, ' %

: . i She
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She then led me into the fala or- great room, .
_ which was tOltﬂ'dbly neat. Meanwhile her hufband
returned, and addrefled me in bad French. Be-
fides being an inn- keeper, he was the furgeon of .
this fmall place, and, in the laft war with France,
had learned a little French of the foldiers who had
~ been quartered in his houfe.: ‘I looked over his -
books, among which I found tranflations of Dr.
Buchan’s Domeftic Medicine,. and of Tiffot’s- Avis "
~ au Peuple, a Complete Treatife on Surgery, a
Treanfe on the Materia Medica, and.a Differta.
fion on Midwifery, .All this' conyinced me of the
-progrefs of knowledge in Spain, which T obferved 4
y Wlth pleafure. : ;
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LE TTE R XVL

Guetana —Its Szluatum and Appearance. —Aﬂ Tndiano.—4 .

. Mountainous Country—Grand Stenery

Guctzr)a, Junc 1797

~ YOU here receive a' more minute defcnpuon of °

. Guetaria than you will find in the moft elaborate
" treatifes on Geography ; for, to avoid ennui, I

have been employing thefe three days paft in mak-

- ing myfelf fully acquainted with the place. -
" . The town of Guetaria, which contains near three
hundred inhabitants, ftands at the foot of a moun-
tain encompaffling a fmall bay. . A high pyramidal

- rock rifes oppofite to it, being feparated by the fea,

. 'but commumcatmg with it by a narrow dyke four
- hundred feet long.  On the right and higheft fide
- is a vaft recefs ; ; on the left, which is much lower,

are a multitude of cafcades formed by the fea, -

which rolls its waves among the granite pebbles.

When the wind blows ﬁrong from the fouthward, .

“the fea rifes toa prodlgxous height, and falls on the

~ other fide in an extremely fine fpray. On a pro-

je@tion beyond the rock is built a platform, where
fome of the pilots are always on guard, immedi-
~ ately to put off to fuch veflels as Wlﬂ'l to enter the
port. ; '

The

—
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The dyke leads direétly to the foot of a great

rock. that-commands-the village ; it then makes an; -
elbow toward the. right, and forms a third bafin; -

in which lie the fithing-fmacks. :The three other:
fides are. defended, either by the. rock, or by a-
~caufeway’ laid ‘on a reef of {mall inferior rocks.’

At the end: .of the dyke - toward the beach' are a

battery and a corps de garde for the defence of,

thebay ]
-To the fummlt of the rock is. near an’ hour 8

-Walk, conftantly wmdlng throuoh fields .- and

brambles : but . though. from below the . poxnts

feem 1mpaﬂable, yet it contains a chapel, and a her-

_mitage, but which at prefent is uninhabited.. The - -

- view of the fea it affords is immenfe, and the fpec-
tator {hudders on looking ‘down at the abyfs, ‘while-
the ﬂeep and thining fides of the rock are continua;
ally' lafhed by the foamlng WaveSs. ;. Fhiv i i

Guetaria has only ong well- built houfe, belong-
ing to an Indiano ; that i 1s, a man who has-made a.
fortune in America. . He ‘may ‘have about a thous

fand dollars: per- annum, but his countrymen be-.

lleve hxm - poflefled ,of ; mllllons._ I became ac-
qualnted Wlth him,, and found him affable and,

well mformed P As he has no heirs, he fpends his;

money, and . does a great deal of good. He has;
made, for mﬁance, at the foot of the mountain, a
very fine well, and has a fcheme of forming a new

,road to communicate thh fome of the adjacent.

2 parts.

S

~
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parts. -He is generally carried in a fedan by two
~ young girls ; but his only enjoyment feems té ¢on- -
~ fift in fmoking the fineft Havannah tobacco, and
he had a ftock of above two hundred pounds of
cigars. . His houfe is the only one, not even ex-
cepting thofe of the ecclefialtics, :that has. glafs
windows, - iron balcomes, drmkmg gla{Tes, arm
chairs, or pewter plates. S

_The mountain, at the foot of which thxs pIace'
ﬁands, is cultivated in a fuperior manner. * What'
a charming profpe@! "As the fpeCtator gradually
afcends, and the reef of rocks that furround the
bay unfold themfelves, till he reaches the fummxt,~
he views the vaft'extent of ocean before him, and
“the fteep fhores that on either fide lofe themfelves
among the clouds: the eye ranges over a long '

" “ridge of mountains covered with flowers and in-

+terfperfed with trees; here it beholds the bay €O«
~vered with fithing-fmacks ; there, the town and
gardens; and, farther on, the mountain itfelf.

- What a rich fcene!, what luxury of vegetatnon' -5

‘everywhere fields, bufhes, vineyards, chefnut-trees,
and myrtles, and on all fides fountains and cafe"-
cades.” In fhort; *tis a fcene at once magnificent"

and wild ;- and:-the ocean, on which the eYe"looksé

* down with aftonifhment, gives it additional charms.
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~LETTER XVIL*

J, 2 T/ae Ma/.'r ——Eccl f a/i‘zc: -—Lafm Elaguence.—- Sdra’me Fg/be;:y o8
j i Fanis Departure <, s

’ A Guetma, Junc !7974

.whlch as yet there is not the lealt appearance: the.
‘captain however goes on fhore daily to fill his bota, i
or leathern bottle, and to hear mafs 3 and at ﬁrﬁ i
thought it right alfo to go to church, to avoxd =
offending my fhlpmates. ' o
Indeed, every man being educated i in_one fe&
or another, why fhould ‘we not waive our own ha,
bits and cuftoms, to ‘proctre the good- will of our
, nexghbours 3 for after all, it is here mere matter of .
cuftom, and I confider every cuﬁom, in matters of
rehglon, as an affair of police.

But would you imagine, that in this httle “place
there are no lefs than ten ecclefiattics,  Two of
 thefe once addreffed me in Latin : < Bona terra eft
- Hifpania,” faid one; ¢ Tellus optxmus et divitiffi-
‘mus,” added: the other : * Non moriebimur per
famem,” refu'ned the firft; ¢ habemus feges et

-mas.” Thus the converfation Went on in'this
’harbarous Latino- fopamc f’cyle 3 our fnend L.
‘ would

WE have been hopxng in vain for 2 faxr wmd, of -

" vineas, campos et boves, caﬁaneas et multas po-
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would have been highly amufed to hear them.
. Thefe ecclefiaftics meet every evening regularly at .
~ a public houfe, where ‘they mufter round a large
difh of fardines, and a’pitcher of flill more capa--
cious magnitude, in which they drown all the -
cares of ‘their holy office.
* Thefe fardines, or fardmas, fupply the inhabi-
tants nof only With'a cheap kind of food, but alfo
a profitable article of trade ; and the fithery is con- -
fiderable in June, July, and Auguft. Three or
four boats jointly extend a large net, with which’
they form a circle, and then wait feveral hours at’
anchor : ‘when they perceive by their floats that
the netis full, they draw it iny and the quantity
““they catch is immenfe. The ufual price is:about
a halfpenny a dozen. A confiderable quantity are
falted for winter ; and when falted, or fmoked,
“they fell for ‘about three farthings the dozen.:
This fith is of the fame fpecies with the bretling,
_caught on the coafts of Holftein; ‘and not the’
fame as is fold in Germany under the name of far-
dine, which is the anchovy of the French, and is'
‘ caught in the Medlterranean. % '

d On board the San: Jofef £

" The wind *has fuddenly becomé fair. A fea-
voyage is an exalt image of human llfe. As we
‘propofed to fet fail at day-break, I came on’ board

~, laft night. My bill amounted only to two pxaﬁres

for fix days, and my hoﬁ: and hoftefs took an af-'
fetionate
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fe@tionate leave of me. Our failors, together with
' the captain, feafted themfelves at the public houfe
the evemng before our departure, and it was near
one in the morning when we got on board. . The
- full ‘moon illumined ‘the fea and’ ‘mountains, the -

fhadow of the veﬁ'el trembled on the bofom of the I, X

deep, and to the ealtward the hght-houfe of San -
Sebafhan caft a glare over the dark ﬂmde of ‘the -
eoaft, "o T .
Before fun-rife ‘we were out of the bay The, i
wind was falr, the fea calm, and we had nothing to
fear -but Engh(h prwateers' but as the coaft was
in_fhade, we kept under the land hopmg thereby
to efcape notlce. T et
Toward noon we halled a ﬁ(hmg-fmack, and 'ex-
changed a bottle of French 'brandy for a large- dith
of fardmes, but havmg no gridiron, we ' drefled
vthem on WOoden {hcks, and ate them thh a keen
appeute. X ; Sty
The greater part of the coa& is fkirted w1th h:gh
and thining rocks, interfperfed here and there with ‘
‘a few bufhes of myrtle; ‘and. from. time to time
the opemngs between the mountains prefented us
- with charming views up the . country, ‘or of a beau:
tiful and mtere&mg fhore, - At length mght came
on, and we dropped anchor.

[
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LETTER XVIEL S s

Ba_y of le&aa —Its jx' j} A’ppearaucé —Portogakte - Ckarmmg
I Banks of the River of Bz/bm —-Olavya/a —Appraacb to Bz/-
. boa. —Cqﬁz de Jntamo ’

s : i
Bilboa, June 1797

WHEN I aro{'e this morning, 1 was much plea{'ed
to feé our Bilboa pilot again. He had come off the '
even;ng before with a‘vgﬁ'el, and had caft anc_hc_)r"
near us during the night. A fmart breeze filled
our fails, and we foon made the 'promoxitor'y,‘of :

"Machicaco, though'not withotit fears of falling into

the clutches of ‘fome privateer that might be lying

- in ambu{h but - our good fortune did not forfake‘ .

. The flags we faw along this coaft were
Spamﬂ1 We doubled the cape without difficulty,

' ‘\ and at length landed in the bay of Bilboa.

Imagine to yourfelf a mountain on the’ nght’v
covered with verdure, along which runs a village

. of white hogfes,,mterfperfed with ﬁeldsland ofe

chards; on he left a low flat rocky fhore clothed

* with bufhes, and in the diftance a'ridge of moun-

tains that rear their ménacing brows toWard’”
heaven, and you will have an idea of the ﬁrﬁ ap-
3earanceu of the bay of Bnlboa.

But

v
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But on approachmg nearer, ‘other obje&s begm. B el T
" to unfold.  ‘On the right we percelved the v1llage s
1 of - Portogalete with " its_church upon a height;'on 25
thé left a [mall hamlét concealed amid vmeyards
and clumps of trees, and in-front a ‘multitude of -
veffels ready to failk “We. paﬂ'ed the bar in fafety,
and the tide carrled us rapldly up theriver.

I could not give you a better idea of its charm—
mg banks than by comparing them with the views
upon the lake of Waldftetten in Switzerland, ex-
ceptmg that the river bemg narrower than the lake,
its frequent wmdmgs give its views a more intereft-

" ing variety.” Thus we are furprlfed by a fudden view
of the convent of San Nicolas upon the fummit of
2 mountain. with its fhaded terraces, at the foot of s

St a whole fleet of fhips rldlng at anchor, and_

' beyond it a \chapel a clufter of houfes embofomed
in folrage and furrounded by fields and vineyards:

~The whole country has a general charadter that
brought Switzerland ﬂrongly to my mind. :

" As we approached the port. itlelf, half an hour
before ‘we arrived. at Bilboa, /the river, whlch is
rather {mall, ‘became narrower and narrower,
The right bank is fkirted with fteep rocks, and is
adorned with a fuperb quay ;- on the other are
fertrle fields, which purfue the acclivity of blgh_

. mountains. We' paffed along a triple row of

] veflels, and caft anchor fafely off a harbour called A

7 Olavgaja, £ ; :

G
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_Accuftomed to the broad rivers of the north of
, Gcrmany, you would be furprized to find on this.
“narrow and tranquil ftream all the advantages "of
navigation unaccompanied by any of the inconve.
niencies of that dangerous element. Whenever I
contemplate thefe ‘banks, fo near to each other, -
and fo gay and fmiling, thefe mountains covered
with verdure, and thefe rich fields, I fancy myfelf :
- beholding in miniature the environs of the Garonne,
. which.T have lately quitted.. _
. I agreed to travel on. foot together Wlth our
captaxn the remainder of our way to- the town,
- which as yet we could not fee. Qur road followed
~the bank of ‘the river;, and. was . adorned . with -

- * country-houfes and gardens,. We foon came in -
- fight of the towers of Bilboa, tll haying the river - s
" clofe to us, walked through a magmﬁcent avenue
of trees, paffed 2 convent and fome other houfes,
and'then found we were in the midt of Bilboa. I
“doubt whether the environs of any other maritime
town afford more pictureflque or more romantic '
~ yiews.. We paffed along the broad quay, which -
was lined with fhips, and ‘entered an inn called Cafa

de Antonio,. : :
Every obje& around me here has fomethmg yery
ﬁngular in its appearance, and their forms are quite
-original and foreign. The rooms are coveygd with.
floor-cloth reprefentmg bull-fights, the’ feats mean, -
old faﬂnoned and extremely low, the floprs are
: 3 bnck,
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.brxck and the walls full of famts and crucx- ;G

- fixes: :
But I muft lay doWn my pen for I hear the

bells of the nunnety oppofite my inn and beyond
the river ringing for vefpers; and the péople are
crowding irito the fala. i y

“ e ;
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LETTER }dX

Sztuatmz of le&oa -—Ru{ge: of Mazmtam; —T/Je szu!r aml its
' Sand-banks.— Archite&ure. —-—]fo}?ulatton

Bilboa, Jul’ l797-
; BILBOA is fituated in a valley clofe to the river
" Ybeyzabal (which in the bafque language fignifies
the narrow river), about three hours’ ’ way from the
fea. Above the town -the valley is fo Narrow, ,
‘ that the royal or high road (camino real) has been.
cut ‘through one of 'the: neighbouring mountains-
' This fame valley grows narrower ftill above Bilboa, -
which ftands ina mare fpacious angle and forms a -
triangle. ‘In this bafin, as it may be called, the
* townis continually expofed in autumn and winter to
fudden and violent fhowers, but on the other hand -
it is fheltered from the north wind, and CHJOYS all
the advantages of a fine alpine country. :
Imagine to yourlelf two ranges of mountalns,"-
one ‘oppofite to the other, terminating in gentle -
hills, and forming below a narrow valley almoft
~entirely filled by the river. Thefe mountains, like
- all the neighbouring country, are interfperfed with -
fields and houfes, embellithed with the greateft
variety of plantations, vmeyards, chefnut and apple
R tI‘CeS’
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treea, vegetables,  maize;: &c. ‘Nothing can equal
the riches and magnificence dtfplayed by Natute on
every fide. + Thefe two ranges of mountains advance

almoft in"a ftraight line -to'the- coalt,. whereithey
open, and the river: wxdenmg confounds ts: waters

'-,thhtheocean. . o i AR ehalkngy

A few leagues above the town the river fcarcely E

appears more than a large: brook, though  at the
commencement of the valley. it turns feveral mllls.
But foon: its banks again approx1mate, -and. the
ftream rolls .with a roaring noife over, the rocks.

Near Bilboa it lS fo- low that, moft; camages\

pafs -through it ;- but ‘near. the. firft brxdge itg

bed s widens, . a- few - paces - lower it ' bears fmall
«fhlps, and-a little’ farther fhxps of -300-tons; bus. -

theﬂ. N :' y 3 3 *:-"»«f‘i /;’" PR R 4 !N\ 't'
. s fatd that at mo{t a. century:ago’ larger
veﬂ'els came, up to the town, but a fand-bank ; in;

‘the middle .of the. {tream has_fince. mcreafed fo i

much, that it cannot now . be paﬂ'ed thh the,
higheft - tide. . Indeed at. low ‘water. the river. is,

confined to fo narrow a bed, that two boats can ‘

- fcarcely. go *abreaft.. The confulate ofr Bilboa: 1s‘
now taking .into conﬁderatlon a plan propofed by
an Irifhman to remove this fand-bank; -and it is

very defirable this plan may. be adopted, as it

- would . be extremely advantageous to the trade.
of the town, at lea(’t in pomt of. convemence.

. ‘.
iy

: 34' gbit Lt f’fhe"
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. The town of Bilboa, as I have faid, " is fituated
on the right bank of the river in a recefs of’ the .
valley. Two bridges, the- firft of “which'is of
~ wood, and conﬁﬂs of a ﬁngle arch, join it with . -
another- quarter ‘on the- left bank - The: upper

- partis antique and unpleafant, the ftreets. narrow, i

~ and the houfes rather ‘highy~but il built.' “All
~the’ ﬁreets of’ this part end in the great fquare; -
“r,_along one fide of which the river ﬂows,F In this
fquare,” exceptmg the’ town»houfe, which is adorned
- with - gile’ balconies of - good” workmanﬂnp, there 7
is' not- a_fingle edifice defervmg notice: “but ‘the -
. lower part of the town is new, and contains three" :
fine ‘broad ' ftreets, all - ending “at the arenal or
promenade along’ the bank: ofthe river; The ..
houfes are all ‘built of freeﬁone, fome of them -
) magmﬁcent ‘and there is a very fine Tow of houfes
- built a few years-ago behind the arenal. Thxaj'
‘part is’ feparated from the: promenade by-a circus'
ufed for/ the game- of - ballon (juego- de’ pelota),
a game to which the inhabitants are extremely \
" partial, and on which they are very fond of
 betting. From thence the fpeQator lias a'grand:
view of the river, the valley, and the mountains,
. Asto the populatxon, Bilboa' feems at firft fight'
- fcarcely able to contain 8ooo mha,bxtants, but

¢ they are f»"crowded and -heaped together, that

they amount t0 13,000 ; and the. houfes, which %
B g - are
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are four and five ftories high, are fo fully inha.
bited even to the roofs, that a very {mall aparts,
ment with an alcove lets for fifty piaftres a-year ;
add to which that.n fpam(h famlly generally occupy
much lefs fpace than a famlly of Germans. Thus
you.-will eafily conceive: how ‘many - individuals: a+
houfe may " contain: « Building" however: goes on
every day; - becaufe® the war compels ‘the " 'rich
capitalifts fo to employ their ‘money. Perhaps_
alfo the. upper:-part’ of the-town- inay one-day be'
improved and -embellithed, - the -.appearancé “-of”

which is more cheerful ; becaufe: it. is-on a’ declmty?
" and forms a kind of terracé: v <3 it {

_In the. old: town: the houfes are built' mo{’dy of :
wood;in: the. new of -brick. - The" former! are>
deftitute: of ‘art-‘or conveniencey But: in‘ the lattert
- we find a, prodigious improvement: of tafte. Inr lieds
of .the heavy balconies of wood,, they are of irony:
and very neatly, manufattured ; ‘and-in-lieu bf:the; -
wooden fhutters and:fmall’ round- panes, of- glafs!
ufed in- the. old. houfes, we. find: large panes- and; -
venetian_ blinds: - The only thing, that aftonifhes;
and difgufts- forexgners, is. the finding certam ‘con.,

veniencies placcd m the kxtchen and clofe. to ther
chxmney. - e
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LET'I'ER XX

Prammade} at leboa.—Tbe Aremzl —The Rodd- 1o Ola'uzjaja —p
[ The, Raad t/:rougb Albia-over. the River.—~Ranges of Mountains}

e g,be rngt and le fl.--Pramenaa’e: a&afue the Tafum Vool o s

.,,{‘.(“:, Wy i i SOR Bxlboa,July'lmﬁ;

Lm‘f us now begm .our* wa]ks round : Bilboa.:
The burning folano or, eaft ‘wind- has given: place:

t0.a coolmg ‘zephyr;.and ‘a: refreﬂung fea-breeze*“ ‘
- has reanimated the creation.. R R S

- We: will-ifirft -pay a vifit-to the- arenal .a3 1t is

'caIIed. ~Four rows of;elms ‘and linden trees form:
its fine tufted walks; ori'the wight is'a magnificent>

church with' two towets;" onthe:leftsthe: river;«‘the’
banks of which “are'well cultivated, and - the back?

- ground is formed by’ the’ mountains. - Going on

by the Auguftin mona{’cery, andpaffing a fecond’

avenue of trees; ‘the' eye beholds- Wlthout obftriics’
tion a- grand profpe& comprehendmg the whole
courfe;of the tiver- and the two Chains of - mountams

T,

Ihave: already fpoken of’

s ¥

~Thus we arrive at Olavgaja, where we take”
a view of the magnificent group of ‘mountains
which feem to -unite behind Bilbba, ‘and which -
prefent to the eye all the pomp of luxuriant ferti- -

lity. To return along the other fide we crofs a ferry:
: , After :

Iy
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After the tumult. of the port 'we have Juﬁ quitted,
~ we enjoy with fo much, more pleafure the folitude
~ of the convent of Franc1fcans {haded by enormous,
chefnut-trees.: . - . : ‘ ,

. Here we behold a magmﬁcent profpe& Onv"
all fides are hills clothed with: verdure, -vineyards,
cheerful and peaceful dwellings. The innume-.
rable, wmdmgs of the road: exhibit the greateﬂ:{ _
variety of profpedts; labourers culuvatmg the earth
with their iron: fpades and. finging as. they work, -
~ women occupied-on the banksof: the: brooks:and
rivalets,- while atia diftance we.hear the tinkling -
of -bells_calling ; the! inhabitants of the cloiftered
cell to: vefpers Thus we proceeded as far.as the -
~ the v1llage of Albxa, whxch s oppoﬁte ito. Olavx-"‘ |
" jaja. ' ‘
. Yeﬂerday 5 condu&ed you along the banks
of the river: we 'will now take a'range.among
the mountains, You remember  no , doubt. the
; wild romantic, regxons of the Alps, their numerous.
fprings and fountains, fometimes limpid, fometxmes-

foaming amid the mofs-grown rocks, the. picturefque .
- thrubberies and plantanons that overlook the abyfles,

- and : the blue mountains _ that form the happy '
retreats of our beloved Helvetians : - here you . -
Would find the fame landfcapes, the fame romantic -
{cenery. . , RS
. We have proceeded half . way, and are’ now
;‘clofe to the capuchxn monaftery.  The mift that -
. covered



98 FHATRLS ] 1w SPAIN‘. o

5 covered the valley aIréady begms to dxfperfe, amf
" we breathe a puret‘ air’; the valley unfolds beneath
our feet, “but the- obje&s Hll appear - too nenr us,
and the horizon too much circumfcribed. “We go
from hetght to hexght and after an hour s chmba
. ing;- arnve at Iength at the fummlt of the mouna_

: tam i P

Here ﬁand two - 6 gnat ﬁaVes for veﬂ'els, fof
whxch reafon' this point is called szm de las: Ban-
deras; or fimply - Las B’andems for when a fhip
enters the ! bay a red ﬂag is hoifted, and when
they fail - out a white one; if a fhlp is. wrecked on

- the doaft, a black one; and when privateers appear

in ‘fight,” white and red.’ This point being- the.
highelt, and vifible from th prmcxpa} ﬁreets of
, Bxlboa, thele news’ fpread inftantly. a2

Wherever I turn my eyes, what majeftic fce-
ne'y ‘what an aftonithing vanety of enchantmg
obje&s' “Thefe awful mountains, this fertile vale
interfperfed - with peaceful dwellings, this rivulet
that’ ‘meanders foftly beneath the ﬂlade, that hare
bour with a foreft of ﬂnpplng, and the boundlefs-
ocean rolling along in-all: the majefty of its filver -
light! ‘This: country ‘equals the moft ravxfhxngvi:
profpe&s in Switzerland, and is perhaps fuperlor
“to it on.account’ of its vicinity to the fea, Aswe
‘defcend the mountain, we enjoy quite a dxﬁ'erentj}
“profpe&t, and a'total change of fcenery. - "On
leavmg the . capuchm monaftery, we find a very
' - " ‘ convemenﬁ'
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' convenient flight of ﬁeps cut in -the rock by a

bifcayan gentleman for the accommodation of his
confraternity. :

The paths on the left fide of the mountam are

‘no lefs convenient and” eafy, than “thofe on the
oppofite fide are painful and difficult. Apparently

attention has here been' paid to the wants, of the.

hamlets and ﬁlhermen who fupply ‘Bilboa wnh
fith. The road is broad, well paved, and in many
' places has a firong refemblance to. thofe, of the -

lefl'er Saint- Bernard At one of the moft beautxful i

pomts of view we percexved the lower mountams,
the town, and in the bottom the. _river: with lts

culuvated banks. As we were nearer_ to.the porr,_ \
we clearly dxﬂmgunfhed the ﬂnps, but an umnenfe :

rock obftructed our view, of the fea..

-The' profped, though of a dlﬂ"ererlt ohara&er,. -

is not lefs beautlful on the mountams that com-

mand the town, and from which the.eye takes m" ks

the whole of the \alley Along the bank of the

nver ‘and on the fide of the moumams are ‘two -
promenades, at one of which, called Los Canos,k o

there are’ fuch - beautiful profpe&s and fo com-

modlous a pavement, that it is one of the pleqfanteﬂ: :
walks I have feen. _The promenade alled Pa{l‘eo;"

de los Agoﬂ:mos .on the declmty of. the moun-

tains to the eaftward, combines novelty and beauty -
in i:s profpe&s. But why talk of fo many different
promenades. . The envuons of Bxlboa fo:m but\

one.

i
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LETTER XXI

Ca:?zu Cln‘zj)‘t, or Ha_ly Tbur/ilay —Tbe Pra:{ﬂim.-—Grofg/?{ue
. F tguﬂ:.—dzzgela; arﬁngel.r.—-Bull-F zglat -—-/ﬁczomz{a; —-Dog:
. w-Embolado. Sl

B:lboa, July 2797,

. I AM NOW to nge you a defcrlpuon of 'fome

fefhvals, that were celebrated foon afte1 my arnval

here.

The ﬁr& was the Corpus Domlm or Holy
Thurfday, one of the principal - roman catholic
feftivals, ‘built on one of the moft important

“dogmas of 'that rehglon, and at the fame time the

moft lucratwe for ‘the clergy It is thls popular

' rehglous féte that gives date to the moft important

civil tranfations and the prmc:pal domeftic events.
It allo gives occafion,” or affords a pretext, for a

* multitude of publxc and private amufements, and
~ for that ‘reafon, as Well as for many others, 1s in
. high veneration with the peculiar protegees of '

Saint Anthony, I mean the taylors.

On the eve of this day’ all the church towers-
were illuminated, large fires were lighted on all
the mountams, and from two in the mormng all
the bells were in motion. At fix the freets were

full of people crowdmg round the altars, which -
g - were
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were - nchly decorated and the” ‘balconies ~were
‘loaded with fpeators ;. hut the jproceﬂ"lon drd not
begm till near-ten o’clock.- i

' Four glgantlc figures, two men and two’ WOmen, b

drefled up in a’ ridiculous manner, ' began‘the
march.: They had long penwrgs made- of flax,
and coeﬁ"ures of red: oiled - cloth, = ancient
~ drefles, fuch as ‘copes and other fft_range and
grotefque habiliments. They had fnuff-boxes as
large as a plate, and fans an ell long.  They
pretended “to be - about to embrace . the fpec-
tators ifi the balconies, which.they almoft reached,
and at the corner of every ftreet danced a very
: pretty fandango., « But' how,”. you' will alk,
* could all this be contrived P Nothmg more
eafy The ﬁgures, except the head and arms,, are
mere machmes dreffed up, beneath whlch are meu' :
who gwe them motion. iy

' After thefe came a. band of muﬁc and a multl-
tude of angelos, or little boys and' girls, moftly in
rich dreﬂ'ee -with long pafteboard wings covered
.with fatin. It is a fafhion for good families thus to
drefs up their children for this proceﬂion. ‘

The fuperfhuon and the vamty of parents are
ahke deeply goncerned and - make every one’
rival his neighbour, and endeavour if poffible to
furpafs him. The chxldren are loaded with ]ewels,
and thexr heads aré fhaded by a tower of halr, m_
order to have long trefles floating between their
: i wings,

\
)




80 - TRAVELSIN spAin.
wmgs. -They are covered. with every . pofﬁble de-

. - cpration, carefles ¢ lavxfhed on them, their pockets A

- filled with fweatmeats, and every one beholds them
with a fort of refpe, which the little creatures feem
to. command by their proud and magxﬁenal airy ]
" After thefc came the various confratermtles w1th
- their refpeive faints, moftly in wood, and tolerably

- well feulptured.  They were drefled in velvet.or =

+ filk, and crowned with flowers. A fécpnd band of

** mufic and clouds of incenfe announced the VENER<

* ABipE, thatis the hoft, and a crowd 6f men and
‘women drefied in gala clofed the proceffion.

“If the morning was confecrated to devotion, the
afternoon was approprxatcd to the corrida or bulls |
fight. " This fpecies. of” popular feftival ‘will be the
more interefting to you, as it is but httle‘known in
. Germany. - The expe@ation excited by this amufe- -

" 'ment, the preparation of ‘the {cene of ation, and
the arrival of the bulls had thrown all Bilboa into

a ferment, nor was any-thing fpoken of but the
; corpus dommx and the bullfight, and the great’
and little children alike thought of nothmg but
the approaching.combat, and amufed themfelves
wnh jouftingat artlﬁcxal bulls.- Durmg the laft
three days the bulls' were led about the town
in grand proceﬂion amid the acclamations of
the populace, and at night in partxcular the fquare
j‘was ﬁlledexth an 1nnumerable crowd of pe0ple. e
. , At

.



