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 PREFACE

Ax thls worL the authors obje& was’ to ;

‘éxhlbxt the - firft impreﬂions of a traveller, .
| and ‘to glve a llvmg piQure of the country

“He has endeavoured to note thofe partlculars -

. ‘Whlch have -efcaped other’ Wnters, and, on"" |
\Whlch the plan of. Bourgoanne only - per— ‘i ‘

T«mxtted him ﬂlghtly 0 “touch, - as for m-» 2,

‘ _Tﬁance the prefent ftate of hterature m Spam, s

» will thereforc conﬁder thefe theets as a fenesi 2 .
i of praé’txcal notes to that and other works, and %

'dlﬁmguﬂhed writer.

~and the mode of travellmg there, Whlch is

the fubjeét of the “appendix.’ The reader—’ ‘

in thls pomt of view the author hopes his la- :
A bours may  be aﬁ'oclated with thofe- of that

Az : - Te ~ .



iv -~ PREFACE.

- * ¥ To avoid the conftant inter/ruptio-ﬁ of
“notes the tranflator has introduced thofe of
* the original into the text, and even added a
few curfory obfervatlons of his own, diftin-
guxlhed by fquare ‘brackets [thus] where hls,\_'
own knowledge of that coﬁntry enabled him
to correc fome trifling error. T
* It may ‘be ufeful to add that a real vellon
js almoft twopence 'farthillg fterling ;, a re;tl
of plate or filver is about fourpence halfpexlny;" ,
a pefetta is four reals vellon (al)but nine-
pence three-farthmgs,) but is ‘generally ‘con~
{idered as equal to a french livre; eight reals -
of plate make a nommal dollar or dollar of
'vexchange (called a piece of eight) and five
_ -pefettas make ‘ahard dQllar, or-dollar of twenty
reals vellon; a quarto is a fourth, and gn

_“ochavo an eighth part of a real of vellon. 7,
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sconiixture of mental amufement,”

* Lately publifbed by Lowoman and Rexs,
' . ’ Paternq/i‘er—ng( B 2

1. LETTERS written during a refidence’ in SPAIN . .
and PORTUGAL. By RoserT SouTHey, Ef. Second

edition. Price 8s..in boards, . ‘

¢¢ In the variety of amufement which Mr. Southey has ferved up in this
Mélange, the mind is at a lofs on which page moftly to dwell.—Relying
on our author’s aflurances, we muft think him either a very fortunate or 4
wvery ‘inquifitive traveller; he. muft either have been unufually lucky in
mecting, fortuitoufly, with adventures or information, or have fpent
many a weary hour in the refearch; for not a page occurs, that does not
either amufe us by its humour, or inftruét us by a ‘juft train of thoughts
happily exprefled.” London Review, March 1799

2. TRAVELS in PORTUGAL, and" . through

" .FRANCE and SPAIN. . To which is added, a Differ-
tation on the Literature of Portugal, and the Spanith and -

Portuguefe Languages. By Henry FreEperick Link,

~ "Profeflor at the Univerfity of . Roftock, -and Men}ber of

various learned Societies. Tranflated- from the German
by J. Hinckley, Efq. with Notes.by the Tranflator. In

~one large volume, 8vo. Price 9s. in boards. ‘
¢ This book is.admirably adapted to the ufe of thofe who delight in the

charming purfuits of natural hiftory, and therefore we cannot too.ftrongly .
“recommend ‘it ‘to the Botanift and the Mineralogift. It abounds alfo in
anecdotes; -fo various, 'as to lintereft the feclings -of every ‘one who'is '

ford of that important portion of reading, which defcribes the habits and
inftitutions of men. | The details of natural fcience are preceded by fome

judicicus ebfervations on thofe parts. of France and $pain, through which-

our Prefeffor travelled on his way to Portugal; it is throughout interfperfed
with ftatiftical accounts of that kingdom, with inftruive remarks on
its fundamental policy, literature, language, trade, and population.; and,
on the whole, the reader is, perhaps, prefented with a more accurate
picture of the general ftate of - that country, than is to be found in any

book of travels hitherte publithed.™ Anti-Facobin Rew. O&. 3801,

et profeffor Link is a traveller who has done honour to his country byhis -
" various fcientific difcourfes, it is therefore a circumftance of high com-

mendation in Mr. Hinckiey, to make us familiar with this Philofopher,

_by rendering this valuable work into our own language.”
. on. Mirror, .Aug. 1801.

' 3 A TOUR through  GERMANY; particularly”

along the BANKS of the RHINE, MAYNE, &c. and
that part of the Palatinate, Rhingaw, &c. ufually termed
the Garden of Germany. To which isadded, A Cencife
Vocabulary of familiar. phrafes, &c. in German and.

. Englifh, for the ufe of travellers. By the Rev. Dr. REn+

DER, native of Germany. In 2 vols. 8vo. Price 16s.
boards. : (e A ‘

¢ This work is one of thofe ufeful productions of the Britith prefsf‘

which merit general recommendation ; for it encompafles a wide ficld o
defcriptive, extenfive, well authenticated information, and an agreeable in«
European Mag. 05 1801

\

\



, TRAVELS IN SPAIN
| I 1797 AND 1798

LETTER I

\befarture from Amﬁerdam far Ratterd'am e Maa: or Meu/é e
2 . Tbé Briel.~Scenery. :

s "\-‘

: On board the Jong m:tét , off the nml, 2

I'r is_riow nobn, and we are waiting for the comp- :
‘trollers of the cuftoms, with whom the pilot is to

go on fhore 5 I therefore take thts 0pportumty of
fending you 2 lettet:, :

* You may remember that at Amﬂ:erdam I was
Aeekitig for a veflel. bound " for Spaint ;' but this un-
fortunate war has thrown évery thing into confus -

fion. At length I fourid by "the public prints,
that a thip was on the point of failing from Rotter~
dam for Bordeaux, and mﬁantly determined to’
take my paffage thithers Having no-time however
to lofe, T collefted my paflports, and went in the
[chuyt to Rotterdam, where I hargained with the

- o LB captam
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captain for twelve ducats for my paffage and

', ~board. - I bought fome provifions, and laft night

flept on board the veffel alongﬁde the quay of the
- Meufe. .

This mornmg, toward five o’clock, ma{‘c heads
were perceived, a light. fog announced a fine day,
and there bemg lefs fwell fhowed, that the -tide

“had abated and was about to turn.  We therefore
- tacked, and ‘were prefently in the middle of the
_ river. By degrees the fun rofe, the wind be-.
gan to frethen from the eaftward, and, though
we only carried two fmall fails,- the wind and tide

. together carried us down like a dart. During a

confiderable time we ftill_diftinguithed, through'
the high green trees of the Boompuys (a pleafant
promenade on the broad quay of, the Meule), the
magnificent palaces with which that quay is. lined.

LoD A length they difappeared; as did the immenfe

~arfenal, and the delicious plantations of the farther
banks ; and all thefe obje&s became almoft- xmper—
Ceptlble g it :

' We failed in company thh feveral other veﬁ'cls,
always coafting along the. immenfe and flat banks
' of the river.. -On our left we faw nothing but

.. " meadows and woods ; but, on the right,’ Delftf- -

haven reared its enormous dykes above ‘the furface
of the water ;.and, {con after, Schied_a‘m," Which'is
celebrated for its manufacture of Gin: it, refembled
a town in ﬂames, while'a thxck fuffocating fmoke

mceﬁ'antly .
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§ﬁceﬂ'ant1y covers it, and extends’ along the bank.
of the river like an immenfe white mountain.’

We hdd oui head to the wind, the water was
falling by degrees, and the cuitent was mcreaﬁng
more and motre ; when 2 veflel, coming p the
iver, luffed and neared us. Our pilot called out
to’ hml to put the helm down': but this manoeuvre
‘ot being performed quick enough we were. thhln
“halfa fhip’ 3 lenigth of éach’ other, and our bowfpnt ,
was come dire@ly upon his prow. The captain
“and the pilot now both exclaimed at the fame mo-
ment, « We are loft, we are loft” when fortu-
nately the other fhip t'lcked abouty and we both
* efcaped: k ; :

As we advanced; the tiver grew wider and wider,
and we faw feveral iflands adorned with the moft -
beautiful verdure. We have at length caft anchor
at the mouth  of the river, near the fort of the
Brzei Whlch ftands on the fouth point of the ifland
‘of Vooren. - The charmmg plains have now given
place to fand- banks, where nothxng is feen but’
batteries and: flag-ftaves. On the banks here and
there are women and children gathering up the
fith and fhells which the fea has left in the traps
and in ‘the mud. . Before us ‘we.behold the blue
plains of the ocean covered with an infinite num- - |
ber of fithing-boats ; we hear the noife of the bar .-
" like thunder, and the fhip works with great vio-
lence at her anchors. ) : |

' T B b _But;_
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But the pilot is impatient to have my letter, and
I muft take my leave. ~ Adieu, my dear friend, 2 -
thoufand . times ‘adieu. How painful is the mo-
tnent of feparation! . Thefe are perhaps the laft -
lines I fhall ever write you ; Dever more perhaps

~ will you hear of me. But no; away with thefe:

melancholy thoughts ! I hope this Voyage will be
_as’ aufmcnous as the two former I truft in Heaven’
and my good fortune._ Once more -adien, my -

deareﬁ friend.
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LETTER IL

The' North Sea. -—Sea-Szcéneﬁ — Dunkirk. — Arrangements ont
. board. — An ' Englifp ~ Cutter. ——Darver ng/:tbozg/é — The

- Britifp C/ymmel —Scmery £ :
: G : < At'fea. |

At length we got out to fea the day before yefter-
day, with a pretty ftrong- wind from the northe

- eaftward. Our vefel cut the foaming waves with

rapidity; and a multitude of ﬁﬂxing’-hoats,l\ return-

ing hbme;_faluted'us from afar. -';We could ftill

diftinguifh the Downs ; but by degrees'only faw a
greyith fog, which foon became confounded with

v the furface of the water.

<At duik, I began to feel fea-ﬁck The waves

. of the ocean are longer and ftronger than thofe of -
- the Baltic, and give the veflel a moré violent fhock,

which is the caufe of that diforder. I was however -
very little incommoded by it, having, by way of

- precaution, taken a-few dofes of bark .in.fome

cherry-brandy : :
Next morning we were a-breaft of, Dunklm ¥

- to which we were fo near, that, with a common o

pocket-glafs, I diftinguithed the fhips of war in-
the road, and the three fteeples fo well known by

- feamen. The fun feemed to rife direttly. over the -

B 3 SeiRt town,
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town, glldmg the furface of the wavés ; ; but the
air was cold, and _great_part. of the heavens

overcaft. : ‘
" Thefirft day of a fea voyage is almoft entirely em=

ployed in getting to nghts thereare fo many thin gs

'm_g gvcry thmg, an_d ﬁxmg, the place it fho,ulq,
occupy. My csje, or cabin, contains, at the foot
a fmall cupbéard for my provifions ; and my books
-, and papers on a fhelf for that purpofe above my
head. Iam. not indeed very comfortab y fodged
but it. does very well. .

- The captain had alfo a mulutude of aﬁ'alrs ta-
attend to: he had to arrange his charts, his. qua:
drants, and his glafles," examine the fails and cords
age, diftribute his ‘provifions, &c. In thort, the

whole morning and- part 'of ‘the afcernoon paffed

in: thefe preparations ; till at length the boat{wain
fuddenly. called out, that there were four fail to
" leeward : upon this, we all went upon, deck, and
V percelved by our glaﬂes, three Englith fugates and_ s
‘a cutter. 2
1 beheve I have told you we failed under pruf
ﬁan colours and papers ; as foon therefore as we
came in. ﬁght of the enohﬂa fhips, we_hoifted our
_proffian, flag ;- upon. which, they made a fignal for
yis to come alongfide the cutter, who began her in.
_quiries with her. {peaking-trumpet ; | ¢ Where are

- you from P2 ¢ From Rotterdam, “ thre_gxg

you

B / ' -
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you bound?” - ¢ For Bordeaux o ¢ Of what
-~ couritry are you? P ¢ Pruffizng.”- < Pafs, and
" be damn’d!”  We had already begun to fear they
would force us to: vifit Dover againft our will,
and " ‘were aftonithed “at our good  fortune’ in
_ elcaping. Bt

~ We now faw nothmg around -us but ve{Tels of
all forts and fizes, and failing in all dlre&wns,

which afforded a moft -animated - and interefting

fight, ﬁllmg the mind with fatisfattion and with *
hope. At length the fun was hid by gigantic
maffes of cloud, night drew her veil over the ocean,
‘and we faw Dover light-houfe fhining like a comet
to the northward. ' :
- This’ morning we entered the Brmﬂ1 Channel
but the wind being contrary, we were oblxged to
ftand off and on. The fun has difperfed the fog,
and we fee before us the Englith and French coatts,
~all full of light, reﬁe&mg the mormng fun; and
every motion of the fhip thows us, on one fide, the .
- white cliffs of Kent, and the citadel of Dover; on
~ the other, the blue rocks of Picardy, and the bat-
teries of Calais. The air is extremely pleafant, the
wind- fouth-weft ; the fea, calm and fmooth,
breaks peacefully along the fhore, and' fails fhine

- on every fide. - It affords me an excellent omen,

; to perceive that Heaven guides us fo happily along
this dangerous channel ; for the Goodwin Sands, be-
« B4 . - tween
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~tween North and South Foreland, are a terror to
 all feamen. . The currents carry us along with vio,
. lence, and the wind -is fo calm that all our fails
. flap upon the mafts. Adieu; but though I take
. my leave of .you, my thoughts con{’cantly accan;.
pany you.
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LETTER 111

ﬂn Engl ﬁ Prz-patﬂer —_ P:ﬂﬂt/gue De/rrzptzon y’ tbe Da_y,
: S as ztpqﬁs at Sm = ;-

. i » f ”tfc; :

' LAsT mght the wmd had veered round fomewhat
to the eaﬂ:ward and  we had failed fone leagues,'
when the captain waked me fuddenly about fix in |
the morning, telling me to get up quick, for a prl-
vateer was coming on board; and foon after an
: Enghﬁlman entered the cabin. e
He looked over our pa{Tports mufter- roll charter-
‘ party, and log-book % You ‘curied Dutchmen,
fald he ¢ always fail with Pruﬁian paﬂ”portq ; come,
give me fome bottles of gin.”? . The captain gave
~ him fome w1th a very humble air. ‘“ Well, and a
dozen pipes.”  Thefe were alfo given him. < And
a Dutch cheefe.” After which he feemed ta be .
going.~ ¢ And who- is that gentleman 2 faid he,

pointing at me, “A fubje& of the king of Pruﬂia »

s Well, well, come give me a glafs of wine.”* He
drank two large glaﬂ'es, and, at- length left us i’
gracxouﬂy, as did his compamons. ‘ i

~ By his’ drefs and manner he appeared to” be’
onlya boatfwam, and the veifel we fo much dreaded
e wate than alugger,
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(AL length our captam, who, nothth(’candmg his
pruflian pafiports, was fomewhat diftruftful of thofe
devilith Englitmen as he called them, feemed to

be in better fpirits;: and the wind in the meanwhile -~

','havmg frefhened, we were all extremely happy.

* But unfortunately toward noon ‘we were agam
becalmed. The fea was as fmooth as a lake in
Switzerland, but the fhip rolled as ufual; yet

" T have contrived to write you'a defcription-of all
that paffes‘around “me. * Day begins to break; the

~dark clouds that covered the ocean become a light
mift, the ftars fade away, the tops of mafts re-
appear; the fea refumes a deep azure, and a flight

_ rofeate hue begins to' fhine in the Eaﬁ‘ "The liquid

| :plaxn grows brlghter and -more extenfive. every

moment, ‘and we already fee; i m the ofﬁng, fails’ of ’

“fhips” at the extrenuty of the horxzon, and {’creaks
Yof purple float amid the-azure of the heavens. In

' fhorta glonous light fires the ﬂea and ﬂ{y and the
fun rifes i in all its majeﬂy "
‘ By degrees the hght encreafes, and I begm to '
~ obferve.. the veﬁ'els in the dlﬁance, to .examine
;.whether any. of .our “old acqualntance have dxfap-
, peared, and others, come in ﬁght, whether they
‘are Danes, Swedes, Engh{h or of other countrles,
what courfe they fteer,, whether they are coming
toward us or going | from us, whether they fail well |
or ill, whether they are in ballaﬂ; or in frexgh} or
' Whether ,
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‘whether there are any men. of war or pnvateers in
fight, all queftions 1nﬁmtely interefting at fea,
where, with a *elefcope to look’ through, you-may
“find employment for whole: houxss wjthout inters -
~miflion, oo e {0 e ekl anT Ty e .
The cabin is fet in- order, breakfaft prepared and

: eaten, and preparation made for cooking the dinner;
one ftudies the charts, reads, writes, or draws;
meanwhile the fun advances toward its- meridian,
- the captain takes his obfervations, the cook finithes
- his work, and we fit down to table, after which
an hour’s fleep is very agreeable, were it only to’
fhorten the afternoon. We then walk the quarter

- deck, again take a review of the veflels in ﬁghr,
" contemplate. the coalts, pexform a httle muﬁc,
_or perhaps play at cards. . " A
Meanwhile the difk of the fun increafes, and his
rays ‘lengthen,  Surrounded by . purple clouds
‘he defcends in all the pomp of evening, while
a€rial mountains are heaped together around him’;
but he pierces them thh his brilliant fires, and gilds
the fails, ill at length he plunges, by degrees, into
+ the ocean, after which a foft and crimfon light
‘ envelopes the waters and the hegvens. ,
We fet down to fupper, 'then attend prayers,
and thus the day concludes. Twilight now ex-
tends its empire over the ocean, the diftant fails'
feem to lofe themfelves in its obfcumy, the mafts

dlfappear,
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dxfappear, and the ftars.one by oné pierce through
the clouds.” Thus night fpreads around, and the
fea appears an obfcure abyfs ; yet in the diftance
" we ftill perceive the lights of veffels here arid there,

. or light-houfes along the fhore. Our lanterns are °

now lighted, and, except the two faxlors on watch
gvery one haﬂ:ens to bed. ‘
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LETTER V.

Scenery.—A Smuggler.—The S&Iz';\zgle:.‘—.‘fbé:Plea_/z}re of a fa- i
wvourable Voyage,— An Eng{{/b Frigate.—Englifbmen on&nard. :
) ; 4 s : . ’ © ' Atfea, ':
Ovur hopes have been difappointed. - The wind -
has again- fhifted to the weftward, and the whole
~ of the day before jefterday we were ftanding off
and on ; another fhip bound for ‘Morlaix kept us
‘company for fome time; ‘we talked with the paf-
-fengers, and exchanged with her a roll of Knaafter
- tobacco agamft fome cheefe and butter, after which -
the failors caught a net-full of fith, which our -
cook has kept for fupper. Mleanwh‘lle the coaft of
* Kent ‘difplayed itfelf before us, and exhibited its
~ beautiful -hills and green meadows, its. trees in.

bloom  and ‘its white houles, while ‘_ the coaft of -

Picardy, from which we fheered off, .through ;
policy, as if we were failing for an Englifh port,
prefented on the contrary, a mere cham of - brown
naked rocks. , :

- The fun had now fet, and the twrhght had al—
ready embrowned the fea, when we difcovered a
floop making direly ‘toward us. - Not being able
to diftinguith as yet, what her. . company confifted

of, our captain was fomewhat alarmed ‘and: took

‘her
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“her for a pnvateer; but foon fhe came nearer, and

we faw two men Wavmg their handkerchleves in the

. airasa fign of amity. We ftetred toward them; .
~ and foon diIcovered they were fmugglers, for they

enly afked us if we had any gin.  Our converfation
indeed was father laconic, ¢ Whence are you #**

-« From Rotterdam.”” ¢ Have you’ any ‘thing "to,
drink 7’ « A few barrels of gin.” ¢:Good

gumeas if you will give us fome.”” This offer our

* captain’ poﬁtwely refufed, but exchangéd th bot: .

\' * tles of it for three of rum, and the boat was pre— ;
;fehtly out of fight. b ’ :
- Toward mldmght the mate came gally xnto ouf.
cabin, and calling the captain to his watch, ¢« The

wind,”’ fald he, . ¢ has been north- eaft ‘ever. fincé
eleven o clock, and ‘we -are near; the. Shmgles

\ ‘And in fa& we had made fo much way, that the »
|great: hght houfe on the point of Kent, with its bnl-

jiant light, was perfely vifible.
This mormng the wind has again frefhenéd and

we-are making much way.: The greatet part of
the fhips that kept us company, and whick were-in

ballaft, have outfailed us, faluting  their countrys

man with acclamations of joy.‘ Indeed, my dear

frierid, you can fcarcely conceive, how much pleas
fure we feel in thus ghdmg along with a moderate
and favouung wind. - The refrefhing fe:t air;. the
fwellmg fails, the eafy undulatiof ‘of the {hlp, the

: murmurs of the foammg waves,’ the brilliant fes
R R _ iy 1 ﬂeéhon

-
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ﬂe&xon of . hght from the furface of .the fea, the -
, azure vault of heaven, all fill ' me with fenfatlons
" of pleafure, of energy, of happinefs, and of health
which I fearcely know. how to defcribe. P

In this manner came on the. afternoon, when on
a fudden we defcried to- leeward a fngate, which by
| her, manner - of fallmg we Judged to.be Englifh.
J Our captain, withing to efcape her, endeavoured this
time to take advantage of the wind, and fet two
more fails, but, in fpite of all our exertions, the

- frigate manoeuvred better than us, and in lefs than
", two hours~we were within gunthot, when- the made

~ a fignal to drop altern, which, however, on.account .

“of the violence of the wind, we could ' not imme-

y dxately comply with. ; They fired therefore a
" fecond gun with ball, 1and our “old captaln was
half dead with fright. Upon ' this the mate, as‘a
fign. of fubmiffion, hauled up the forefail, while -
part of the frigate’s company got into her long-’\
boat, and we having now wore the fhip, faw ﬁ‘c- '
teen men rowing toward us. ,
- At firft the captain gave up all for loﬁ Hef"
* concealed a fmall purfe of :money in his woollen
wig, put a tin cafe containing his papers of refource
as he called them, into his large breeches, drank
three large glaffes of gin, one immediately after
another, and with an air of melancholy and defpair, -
and in a cold fweat, waited the amval of the
, cnemy ' ;
 Their
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i Thexr leader was a little well dreﬁ'ed man, who

came on board with fix of his people.  Accord:
mg to cuftom he perufed all our papefs, repeating

aloud -as he read ovei- our manifeft, vén barrels qf ‘

" beer, afid afked us with 4 farcaftic’ air, ¢ What,
have the French 10 mote wirie ! P At length after
‘.readmg our pa{fports three timies; he faid in-a
‘ frxendly voxce, ¢ Very well, you may purfue your
voyage.”  On hearmg thefe words our captains
who had tlll then been rooted to the ground, and
trembled like an afpin leaf, ‘recovered his fpeech #
¢ Would you like,” faid he with a fmlle, “ to
_ take any thing, fome bifcuit and cheefe, or a glafs -
~of double dxf’ulled gin ¢’ The Englifhman how- -
ever refufed, and qultted our fhip, to the- great
, dxfappomtment of his men, who had béen- recLon-

" ing upon a good fhare of prlze-money, % Now,":
faid our captam with an air of triumph, 1 hope -
thole rogues will not trouble us any more. I have

, plenty to ftop their mouths with.” 1

' At night about nine “o’clock’ we defcried the g
Calkets;, which are three lights on 2 dangerous

" teef of rocks near the ifle ‘of Aurlgny Theif .

ftrong ‘and lively flames, which feem -alternately -

detached and mingled together; tranfport me, as - ’

it were, by a fpecies of enchantment, to’ ‘that happy’
and peaceful  firefide, where I have fo oxten ene -
- joyed the focwty of my fnendf :

H
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LETTER V

Tbe Cnmmencement of a Storm. —-It: Progrz_'/.‘f-v—-D{/irg/:'r -—Cor.
e © pofant, —The .{/Ze q/‘ Oléron. « - gl

#y Y fca o
AT length F can agam fet pen to. paper 5 but we.
have paﬂ'ed fome dreadful days. Toward noon*
the north wind, which™ had been fo favourable to

“us, ceafed, and we remained in a diftreffing calm

till night. . At length, a foutheaft wind fpringing:
up, we ftood off and -on till midnight, when the.

“wind- was quite contrary, having come’ round- to the

the weftward. The fun in awful majefty, and the
dark black clouds that accompamed hlm, were the

. prefage of a florm.

Toward the afternoon the wmd was fo violent
that we could only. carry the mainfail -and forefail.
The heavens were quite overcaft, it rained for-a
time, and the ftorm was already feen at a diftances
We ftood off and on as long as we could, - but the-

‘wind. and the fea- drove us- confiderably -aftern:
- Toward night we were obliged to haul up

the. forefail, and to reef the mainfail. -In- this
manner the night paffed; the wind' had fome-
what fallen, but.it frefhened again’ in ‘the -mormn.
mg, and there was - reafon to- apprehend -the

~ ¢ - - ftorm
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 ftorm would continue ; the fwell grew heavier every
' moment, and the feas we thipped ftruck fo high as
' ‘Atd‘ wet our fails, which we were now:obliged to .
hand, fo that the captain determined to put into
'St. Malo, or any other port that was nearer, if we
fhould be happy enough to make one; but un-
. fortunately we fcarcely knew Where we were.
‘The following ‘night and day our fituation was
fill worfe. I paﬂ'ed the day in bed, and was
. obhged to hght a lantern, for'the cabin was quite .
dark . The captain came and faid to me, “If
 heaven does not foon fend us fome help, we muft
‘cut away our mafts : this ftorm feems to me equal
“to that in 1776.” He was quxte deje&ed and even
the mate, 'though lotherwile communicative, did
_ pot fay a word. - The fea dafhed againft the thip’s

fides - with a dreadful craﬂx and fhe feemed as. if
fhe were going in pieces. .

: Toward the afternoon however the tky began to
clear, the ftorm fomewhat abated and toward night
~we were able to let out the reefs. At mldmght .
the captain waked me to tell mé with tranfport,
that a corpofant,- which prognofticated the end of
the ftorm, appeared at the mafthead. But no one
can feel the importance of this mtellxgence with«
out having witneéfled a fimilar fcene,

" At noon the wind fell conﬁderably, and the air
became fo fetrene,' that the captain himflf went
s T

41
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' to the maflhead to look out. He percerved to the
weftward a flat country, but could not determine =
precifely where we were. “The fea was ftill ex-
- tremely heavy, but we did not roll fo violently as
two days before. We had now, for the firlt’ time
fince the ftorm, a regular dinner cooked, and con-‘
gratulated each other on our good fortune. ki ,
At two o’clock the fun at length fhone through

+ - the clouds, and we clearly diftingtifhed the land.

We determined to fail before the wind, which was -
wefterly, and our captain foon difcovered the land -
to be the ifle of Oléron. "I clearly perceived the
‘rocks and the batteries. ' The guard of the light-

. houfe hoifted their flag, and we did the like. ~ At
. this moment we are ﬁandmg off and on along the

: coa& : : -
~The wind abates every hour, the fun fets peace-

N fully, the ferenity of a cloudlefs evening promifes

us a calm night and a fine day, and I feel as
~happy and contented as if I had juft returned from
~paying you a vifit. :
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LETTER VI.

: d’ Meck —~F ogs and’ Szgnal: ———Rack and ngbibouﬁ g/’ Cora’uan.
' —A Pilot-boat.—Moush gf t/ye Garonne ——-Guara’-éoatx.
g Scﬁmy ‘ :
‘ ! ' 4 : : ldn bukrd;
THE wind had now qmte fal]en, tbe fea was grow=
ing calm, but the day was dark and the weather
variable. : We faw the 'wreck of a boat floating ont
the water, and then'a maft and fome - cordage:
-Soon after we dxﬁmgmfhed the other veffels, which -
approached us in greater nﬁmbers than_befores -
A Ditchman afked us, withhis fpeaking trumpet;
if we had feen this boat. In all appearance fhe be.
“longed to fome veffel that had been wrecked ori
the fand banks off the coaft of France.' Thisidea
‘glves us much pain. - In the afternoon the wind
fhifted entlrely in our favour, to the rorthward, bug
the fog became fo thick, that we could not fee more
than the fhip’s length before us. * From time to
tlme therefore we ftruck the anchor with a hammer,
or blew a horn, as fignals to any fhips that might -
' otherwife "have neared us, to prevent our running

foul of- each other, or running down any fhips that

might crofs our track, as we had the advantage of

being to windward..

3
S

\ ‘_This
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~ =< This’ !ﬁngular mufic «continued throughout the
night, and  deprived us of our {leep. Toward
“'midnight the 'mate .called out. to us. ‘below,

< The tower of Corduan, that is to fay, the light-

houfe:at the mouth of thie Garonne. - The fog had’
difperfed, and we perceived itat a diftance, like a
ball of fire,: But unfortunately, toward night the
wind.changed again, and ‘we wete obliged to. drop
altern, not daring to approach ifo-dangerous a-coaft
without apilot. Thus. we ftood off and on very
tedlouﬂy during twenty hours. * .

At length we  this- ‘morning . defcrled a boat"
_makmg toward us,. which, by its. red fail and

X number, we judged -to’ be a pilot-boat. Nor were :
we-miftaken ; and an hour after we took a pllot on
board “He told s, that, hearing of us by féme

fithermen, ‘he had fet fail yefterday, and that he had
calt. anchor, during the night, near the thore,

- We were extremely rejoiced at his, arrlval and, the :

wind bemg admirably favourable, we in a- fhort}
. time faw on our right the rock of Corduan with
- its lofty lighthoufe. The waves:broke ma]efhcally

- againft that formidable mafs of rock which s

formed by the reefs that fkirt the fhore, but wh1ch
by the aid of our pilor, we efcaped. ThlS man
_ informed me, that the tower is one hundred and
- fixty feet . hlgh the great lantern fifteen, and from
~ two to three: hundred and fifty. pounds of pxtcoal‘
are. confumed there. every night.. The watch.are
B b sl @y o e generally
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' génerally relieved every fortnight ;- but they are

obliged to take a month’s provifions, becaufe boats

~ can only approach thefe rocks when the fea is per- -
fetly calm.- ' % :
‘We had no fooner paffed the llghthoufe than

we perceived a difference in the water, and be-

held the charming banks of the Gironde. A mul-

titude of fhips of every fize, that-we perceived ata

' diftance, ‘paffed us-in an inftant; and on our left’

- the Royan,” which was covered with verdure, m- -

mediately attratted our attention. .

' We now approached the guardﬂnp, and it was

neceffary to flacken fail when, after a few mi-

2

nutes, two cuftomhoufe oﬂicers, ‘a military officer,

~and two foldiers, came on board. They noted

- down the name of 'the captain ‘and of the thip ;

. the defcription of ‘my perfon in my' pafiport was

. carefully compared with my featres, and they

" made me feveral times repeat my fignature; At -

length, all things being found regular, their coun-- -

 tenances, which at firft- appeared fevere, began '

‘to ‘affime a milder afped, the officer informed

~ us of the ﬁgnature of “the preliminaries of peace at

Leoben, the news of which had arrived a few days -

before, and, havmg mutually congratulated ‘each - '

_ other, we parted. :
The Gironde, the waters of which are yellowifh

and rapid, is above three leagues wide at its mouth,

and its fhores, which are well cultivated, afford fo '

. enchantmg

\ .
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~ enchanting a profpe& ‘that’ we' mﬂantly forgot all -
our fatigues and dangers. On all fides we beheld

green fields, villages, vineyards, meadows, country- -
houfes, and woods, with the richeft and moft luxu.
- rious vegetation. In a word, a moft charming
fcene approached us on both banks, fo that I be-

held as it were a new world, which feemed to-be-

“juft" difcovered : 'the trees in bloom, the {miling
farms, the little hills covered with fhrubs, the plams
adorned with flocks, the vmeyards of a darker co-
Jour than the other verdure, the chateaux, and the

houfes that we percexved at the end'of the ave. |

. nues, all gave to nature a new and mtereﬁmg ap-

- pearance.

1t is now. feven o clock and the fun is on the

pomt of femng, the ‘fhadow of thefe enchantmg ) Ger

~ banks extends over the peaceful waters ‘of the
. xiver,  the harmonious tints of evening give a foft-
nefs to the landfcape, and the air wafts us a thou—
fand dellcnous perfumes Some boats have fold us
‘ prov1ﬁons, efpecxally wine ; but we fhall be obhged ‘
to caﬂ: anchor near Blaye on account of the tide. . .
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'LETTE R VII
: Bla_ye.-iM:Jot. —-Bec @ Ambes. —-Tbe Gamzm.-—-&‘tnuy —Lc |
: Ptgﬂ' age. -L‘ putes.: —T/Jt Pnrt of Bordeaux.

~ . 0a board..
'A'r Blaye, a fete was ceIebratmg in honour of
peace, in confequence of which that little town was
illuminated, and throughout the mght re-echoed
~ with mufic and ﬁngmg Blaye catries. ‘'on fome
- frade in wine, -and is fituated oppofite ‘to the fort
“of Médoc. The Gironde is there nineteen thou-" ~
“fand" one hundred toifes broad. On a fmall ~
ifland, feven hundred toiles from Blaye, ftands’a
"‘fort, conﬁ{hng of a fmall flat tower, known by the
‘name of PAté, whofe batteries crofs thofe of Médoc.
’Soon after the river grows narrower, but ifs banks
are thereby rendered more romantic,  To. the left
arife rocks, whofe fummits are crowned thh ver-
dure, and their fides ftudded with chateaux, farms, 4
cottages, /vmeyards, and meadqws. The right
bank, which is the loweft, is a fine plain covered

- with charming houfes and plantations of all kinds,

After this we paffed a point of land called the Bec
d’Ambes, near which is the. confluence of the
Dordogne and Garonne, which, when united, take
the name of Gironde.. As far as the eye can pur-
' Byl Rl it Ting:
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" fue the narrow banks of the Dordogne and its"tu-
multuous courfe, it views a rich‘and well-cultivated
country embellithed with an infinite variety of ‘ob-
~ je@s. The Garonne, as it afcends, grows very fen-
fibly narrower, but thereby only produces 2 more
pleaﬁng illufion : on looking behind, you would -
imagine the two banks united with ithe horxzon, -
“and fhut up ‘the paffage of the river by a circuit of

vineyards, of plantations, and of verdure. A

front appears a vaft amphxtheatre, which combxnes
every thing m nature that is attra&xve or magm—
ficent. : - ;
The tide now wgain ‘ftopped our ‘progrefs, and -
- we were obhged a fecond time to -caft anchor,
‘ ,though we ‘were but an hour and a ‘half’s fail from
Bordeaux.. Our pilot havmg determined to'leave |
* us, ‘and our captain being defirous ‘of paying: his _
"refpe&s to the conful of his nation at Bordeauv, ,
T refolved to accompany them, ‘and ‘to {leep that -
' very night on fhore. 'We landed on the fide ‘of
~ the river next Le Paﬂage, a place which employs a
, ~great “number of boats ; ; for Bordeaux heing on
the left bank of the Garonne, all perfons and goods;
either coming down or going up the country, muft .
pafsthere. Here I was inftantly affailed by a crowd .
of ‘wharfingers and boatmen, who contended for
the care of ‘my baggage ;- and apparently fuppofing
‘me extremely 1mpat1ent -and ftill more generous, .
fdemandcd no Iefs than eighteen francs,'* ** - =
; I'there-
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I therefore preferred remaining that night on -

board and waiting till the next day, when we

thould be ‘alongfide the town ; and having paﬂ'ed‘

fo many nights on board, it was no mortification

to me to ftay there one more. However I landed,

» leavmg my trunk in the care of a failor, to whom

I gave the prlce of a meafure of ‘wine, and Went J

t> take a walk among the avenues of trees that run
along the bank. i, :

Meanwhile fome of thefe people, havmg changed

their mind, offered to carry my trunk for the. fix
franks I had offered them. = They therefore at-
tempted  to- bring it out of the bodt;, but they
.could not perfuade the failor to give it up, his con-
~cern for my intereft being now reinforced by fome

good draughts of wine’; he therefore put himfelf -

in a pofture of defence to'protet my property, and
~ufed his oars to make himfelf the better underftood.

’

The affailants were even with him, and returned

- his blows, fo that a fcuffle arofe, for the . confe-
‘quences of which I was fomewhat uneafy. . Fortu-

‘mately a mumcxpal officer came up, who feparated .

‘the combatants, thouwh not without dlﬂiculty I
- thanked him for his mterference, and returned on

board. : :
This morning we have received on board a new

pilot. . Unfortunately the wind has’ ,become con. -
_trary, and we have been forced to ﬁand oﬂ' and -

on; but.I have been well compenfated by the
beauty
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beauty of the banks that prefented themfelves to -
my view. At this moment I perceive a foreft of
mafts and above two hundred veffels affembled
together ; in the centre is the town, which forms
a femicircle. A multitude of fhips of all kinds'
precede s, -and purfue the current of the river.
It is about two o’clock, and we are at length ar-
rived. The cuftom-houfe officers; who came yef~
terday on board, have already examined my trunk, -
and as foon as the captam is fansﬁed we fhall go .
on ihore. %
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A LETTER VIII

Tl:z Lana’mg, zmd I/Je Q_z;qy -——C/mleau-irampettt -—~E7m ance. zm‘v
the City. -—Su‘uatzon of Bardeaux—lt: ArchiteSure.—Promé=
" made called Allées de Taurm --j _/ingular Pq/izﬂg-ézll ——-97.78 -
Y’ Zzeaire -——Upﬁart Fortunes. o

Bordcaux, May 1707 7‘

ACCUSTOMBD ito- the beauuful quays of Holland,

I was not a little aftonithed to find the landing here. - -

low and muddy, the glacis, which is of wpod,

* only beginning in the neighbourhood of Chateau- s

trompette. A narrow road runs befide a row of
houfes moftly very handfome; but it is fo incum-
bered with mules, catriages, and’ foot paﬁ'engers,
that it is extremely difficult to advance. On the -
left the view of the river is fuperb: beyond the -
fhipping the eye is feafted with a {miling and fer-
tile country | full of the moft beautiful . varxety
Two young girls offered to be my guides, and,
full of play the whole of our road, carried my
heavy trunk by turns on their ‘head without i 1nter-
rupting their drollery: for a moment. .
To fhorten my walk, we paffed by Chateau--
trompette, which is the ancient fort of Bordeaux,
~ but which is fhortly to be pulled down in order to.
make way for an efplanade. Here I faw 2 number.
~of portuguefe prxfoners, who were juft then per-
‘mitted
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mltted to take the air; they had compofed the

crews of feveral captured veflels ;_ but their lot is

here tolerably mild, and. it is poffible they prefer
their prefent condition to living at home even at:
~ liberty.. -We entered the fort, and from. the ap«

pearance of the filthy glacis we had firft pafled,. :

were very agreeably furprifed by the Allées de
Tourni, and the fuperb- theatre frontmg the great
fquare; the far ther end of which is adorned with
very fine edifices. , Here the eye purfues the beau-,
- tiful ftreet of Chateau-rouge as far as the charming
banks of the river, which is covered with thips, and
the whole forms a mof’c dehghtful and magmﬁcent
profpe&

Bordeaux forms nearly a tnangle - but on the ‘

ﬁde next the tiver-it, refembles a crefcent, the
eaftern part of which comprehends the town, and
'the: fourhern  the fuburb. ' This part, which is
known by the name of Chartrons, is celebrated for
*‘the beauty of its edifices, its' romantic- views, and
the ‘multitude of rich merchants. that live there.
The houfes in the town itfelf are moﬁly of white
' free-f’cone, and have a certain air of rxches and
magmﬁcence ; but the ftreets are narrow, paved
without art or fymmetry, and fhew the antxqu;ty
of the place. i . 4

The'Allées de- Tourm, Whlch commence at the
‘ theatre, are the principal promenade out of the
“ town. . It has lately been embelhfhed Wlth a new,

g coﬂ'ee-

1

N
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“coffee-houfe at the ‘end, whete fome droll plélures
" bring good cu[’com moft of the fubje&s feem to-

be taken from “Arioﬁo, and they are confidered as
very well executed :. a cabinet of wax figures, .
among thch are’ feveral ‘perfonages of the day,

‘and an exhibition of ombres chinoiles, . rope-

dancers, &c. afford a feeble imitation of the boule-
vards of Paris. The trees were everywhere co-

~ wered with pofting-bills : in France, one foon be-

comes accuftomed to the declamatory ftyle of thefe
papers : the following however firuck me too for-
«cibly not to copy it: it contained the furprifing
promifes of an gfficer o health, who engaged to

. cure all poﬁible dxforders in a certain fixed time,

appointing precifely the month, week, day, hour,
and minute; for mﬁance, he could cure the tooth-
ache,m three minutes, the cholic in three quarters

'"of an hour, a fever in three days, a fcxauca in three

‘weeks, and a confumpuon in three months. ' You -
will allow this hand- bill profeﬁ'ed a fpemes of talent
by 10 means COMmon. .

" At the theatre, which is magnificent, and of
which you will find a defcription in every book of
travels, I faw Gluck’s Orpheus and Eurydice; with
a ballet performed in a fuperior ftyle. “ On be.

* holding this crowd of* young people elegantly |
. drefled, ‘and women loaded with diamonds, you:
 would fcarcely have tlpught it poffible- France °
| '»could ‘have fuffered fo feverely during the laft-eight

years.




