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stern and barbarous law, but the ‘world has seen as
bad principles carried into effect over the faggots of
- Smithfield and Oxford in later ages than that of
which we are writing.. Wilfully to stir up religious
strife and injuriously -to abuse another faith are no
deeds for Christians ; voluntarily to transgress a law-
which carries- with it capital punishment is' not
martyrdom, but suicide ; and the pity we cannot help
feeling for the “martyrs ” of Cordova is the same that
one entertains_ for many less exalted forms of
hysterical disorder. The victims were, indeed, martyrs -
to disease, and their fate is as pitiable as though they -
had really been martyrs for the faith. - '
~ The leading spirit of these suicides was Eulogius,® .
a priest who belonged to an old-family of Cordova,

always noted for its Christian zeal. . Eulogius had . -

_ spent years in prayer and fastmg, in bitter penance
and self-mortification, and had reduced himself to the -

.ecstatic condition- Wthh leads to acts of mxsgulded

but heroic devotion. There was nothing worldly left
in him, no thought for himself or- personal ambition;
to cover the false faith of the Moors with contumely,
and to awaken a spirit of exalted devotion among his '
. co-religionists, such were his-aims. In these he had
‘throughout the cordial support of a wealthy young
man of Cordova, Alvaro by name, and of a small but
. fervid body of priests, monks, and women, with a few
_laymen. Among those who found a close affinity to
the devoted young priest, was a beautiful girl' named
Flora. - She was the child of a mixed marriage, and
hes Chrlstxan mother had brought her up semetly in,

e Dozy Hist. des Mus. d' Equgne, ch. vi-ix.
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her own faith. " TFor.many years Flora was to all
outward -appearance a-Mohammedan ; but at length,
moved by the same spirit of sacrifice and enthusia. m
which had stirred Eulogius, and excited by such

passages .in the Bible as, “ Whoso shall deny Me -
“ before men, him will I also deny before My Father
~ which is in heaven,” she fled from her brother’s house. -
—her father was dead—and took refuge among the =~
Christians. .- The brother, a Mohammedan, searched '
for her in vain ; many priests were thrown-into prison
" on the chirge Qf being accomplices in the abduction ;
“and Flora; unwilling that others should suffer throug\h
- her fault, returned to her home and confessed herself

a Christian. ~Her brother tried the sternest means at
his disposal to compel. her to recant, and at last, in a

rage at her obstinacy, brought her before the Kady, or

Mo}iammedan judge, and accused her of “apostacy-
The child. of a Moslem, even though the mother be a

* Christian, is held in Mohammedan law to be born a_
Moslem, and apostacy has always been punishable by

death. Even now in Turkey the- law holds good,
though there has been a tacit understanding for the

last forty years that it shall not be enforced ; and a
‘thousand years ago we must" expect to. ﬁnd less

tenderness towards renegades. Yet the judge before
whom Flora was thus arraigned displayed some com-

punction towards the unhappy girl. - He did not -
- condemn her to death—as he was in law bound to do

—or even -to 1mprlsonment he had her severely
beaten, and told her brother to take her home and

instruct her in, the Mohammedan religion. = She -
escaped, however; again, and took refuge .with some
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Christian friends, and- here for-the first time she met -

Eulogius, who conceived for the beautiful and unfor-

tunate young devotee a pure and tender love such as -
angels might feel, for- one another. Her. mystical
exaltation, devout piety,-and unconquerable courage,
gave her the aspect of a saint in his eyes, and he -

had not forgotten a-detail of this first interview six

. years later when he wrote to her these wo.rds : “Thou .
didst deign, holy sister, to show me thy neck torn by:

the scourge, and shorn .of the beautiful locks that
once hung over it. . It was because thou didst.regard

me as thy spiritual father, and believe me-to be pure.

and chaste as thyself. Softly did Ilay my hand on thy

wounds ; I had it in me to seek to'heal them with

~my llps had I dared.’. ... When I parted from thee I
was.as one that walketh in'a dream, and 1 sighed
without ceasing.” ' Flora and a sisterwho shared her.
enthusiasm were removed to a safe place of conceal-

"'ment, and Eulogius did not see her' again for some time.:
* Meanwhile the zeal of the Cordovan - Christians’
was bearing fruit. = A foolish priest, Perfectus, had "
been led into cursing the dominant religion, and had’

/been executed on a great Mohammedan feast- day,
'when all the world was rejoicing at the termination

of the rigorous fast of Ramadan, which had_]asted an
- whole month. The Moslems, men and women, made
this feast a special occasion of merry-making, and the

execution of the offending priest'added a new subject
of excitement to the crowds that thronged the streets
and sailed on the river and frolicked on the great
plain outside the city. The poor priest died Bravely,

cursing Mohammed .and his religion with his last -
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breath, _surrounded‘ ‘by _55 -vast érowd of scoffing and
pitiless Moslems. - The Bishop of Cordova, followed
by an army of  priests and devotees, took down his

body, buried him with the holy relics of St. Acisclus, :

.a martyr of Diocletian’s persecution, in whose church’

_he had ofﬁc1ated and forthwnth had him made_ a ..

saint.”. The -same. evening - two Moslems = were -
drowned, and this was at once accepted-as the judg-
ment of God on the murderers of Perfectus., The
" black slave, Nasr, who had :superintended the execu-
tion, died within the year, and the Christians trium-:
phantly " declared. that- Perfectus had predicted his
decease: “It was another judgment!”. £y

Soona monk named Isaac sought an interview w1th .

" the Kady, on the pretext of wishing to be converted

to the Mohammedan religion'; but no sooner-had the /

learned judge explamed the ‘doctrines-of Islam than
the would-be convert turned round,and began to heap '
maledictions upon the. creed which he had asked to. -
- be taught. . It was no marvel that the astonished
Kady gave him a cuff.  “Do you know,” said:he.
“that our law condemns people to death for daring to
speak as you have spoken?” “I do,” answered the"
monk; “condemn me to death ; I desire it; for I.
- know that the Lord said,  Blessed are they who are.
persecuted for: righteousness™ sake,: for theirs_ is' the:
kmgdom of -heaven.” The-Kady. was sorry for the -
man, and begged the: Sultan to overlook his crime, but
in vain. - Isaac was decapitated, and thereupon became:-
a saint, and it was proved conclusively that he had.
worked many miracles, not.only ever:since his. child-.
- hood, but even before he came into the world..... £,
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_ Presently one of the Sultan’s guards, Sancho, a
pupil of Eulogius, blasphemed Mohammed, and lost
“his head. Next Sunday six monks rushed before the
Kady and shouted, “ We, too, say what our holy
brothers Isaac and Sancho said,” and forthwith fell to
blaspheming Mohammed, and to crying, “Avenge your.
accursed Prophet! Treat us with all your barbarity.!”
Their heads were cut off. Three more priests 6r monks,
infected with the fever of suicide, rushed excitedly to
present their necks to the headsman. Eleven thus -
fell in less than two months during the summer of 851.
_ The gredt body of the Christians were dismayed at
the indiscreet zeal of their brethren. It must not be
forgotten that the Spaniards had not so far been
rematkable for religious fervour. Theircreed sat lightly
upon them, and so many of them had been converted
to Islam, that the two creeds and the two peoples had
become to a cousiderable extent mixed together in
: friendlyintercourse. The Christians had come to
déspise their old Latin language and literature ; they
learned Arabic, and soon were able to write it as well

as the Arabs themselves. Eulogius himself deplores :

this change. The Christians, he says, delight in the -
.Arabic poems.and romances instead of the Hofy

Scriptures and the. ‘works of the Fathers. .The

younger generations know only Arabic; they read the

Moslems” books with ardour, form' great libraries of
. them, and find them admirable ; while they will not
glance at a Christian book. ' They. are forgetting their.
own language, he adds, and hardly one in a thousand
can write a decent Latin. letter ; yet they indite excel- .
lent Arabic verse.. The Christians, in fact, found Arab .
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. romances and poetry much more enteftainirig than the

writings of the Fathers of the. Church.: They were
growing more and>more Arab ; more civilized, more

refined, and also more indifferent to -distinctions of "

faith. They were grateful to the Moors for. treating
- thém well, and - the sudden animosity displayed by

their excited brethren amazed and shocked them.

They endeavoured to avert the threatening s‘tdrm by
showing their brethren the futility of their conduct.
They argued with them ; reminded them how tolerant
the Moslems had always been to the’Christians;

" recalled to. them the peaceful teaching of the gospel

and the words of the apostle, that Slanderers shall

‘not enter the kmgdom of heaven;” and told them -

" how the Moslems regarded these deaths with no dis-

quietude, for they argued, “If your religion were true,

God would have'avenged His martyrs

These worthy Christians of the common kind, who -

knew not the force of spiritual exaltation-for good and
for evil, and only did their duty to their neighbours

manner, tried in vain to restrain the zealots, ~They

 perceived that these . continued insults 'and'4swift-_'

following punishments must at last end in real perse-

and the Lives of the” Saints, coveted such a result,
and the zealots desired nothmc better .than the fire
of persecution. The ccclesiastical authorities, worked

and said their prayers in the simple, old-fashioned °

‘cution.. Eulogius, on the contrary, who set himself to
- answer their objections with texts out’ of .the Bible

1

upon by the moderate party, and also by the Moorish

government, could not permit the spirit of revolt- to

continue much longer unreproved; the blshops met
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in council under the presidentship of the M:etropolitan‘-
of Seville, and though they-.could not- precisely
repudiate the former “ martyrdoms,” since the Church

~ had already canonized the sufferers, yet they ordained

that no more exhibitions of the kind should be made,
and in furtherance of this decision the leaders.of the-
zealots were thrown into prison. Here Eulogius met
Flora again.” She had been praying earnestly one day .
in a church, when she saw beside her a fellow-
enthusiast, a sister of . that monk Isaac who had been

~one of the earliest ¢ martyrs.” . Mary wanted to join ~
‘her brother in the kingdom of heaven, and Flora

resolved to accompany her. They went before the

‘Kady and did their best to excite his anger by’

blaspheming the name of Mohammed and his religion.

 Twoe -young and ‘'beautiful - girls,  professing ''most
- sincerely the religion of ¢ peace on ‘earth and goodwill .

towards men,” stood before the magistrate with lips
full of cursing and bitterness, reviling his faith as “the

“work of the devil” But the good Judge was not to be

roused so easily. He was weary of all this hysterical
mania, and had many a time pretended to be deaf when
people thrust themselves. upon death ; he thought it
was a pity of these two girls, and _vvlshed they ‘would.~

= not be so foolish.. He would. try to induce them to .

retract, or make as though he had not heard. - But
they persisted in their heroxc purpose and he had to
put them in prison.: .
Here, in the long confinement, thc maldens were
daunted, and almost inclined to waver in their sacri-
ficial ardour, when Eulogius came to strengthen and -

" destroy them. His task was the hardest in the world:
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to eﬁcburage’the' woman whom -hé loved with all -his |
soul to go to the scaffold ; yet, in spite-of every
natural and human. feeling, this ‘man of iron-nerved
himself to fan the flame of enthusiasm to the point
of martyrdom It was a dally agony to the unhappy
- priest, but he never relaxed his efforts in what he
believed to be the good cause...' He: even wrote: an
entire treatise-to convince.Flora—who needed it but -
, little—of "the supi‘eme‘beauty and glory of martyr-
dom for the faith. ~ He spent his days and ‘nights in-
reading and writing, to banish from his heart those
feelings.of compunction and love which threatened
to shake his resolution. - But it was only too firm.
Flora and”Mary remained constant and undismayed
“in spite of the anxious efforts of the Kady to help
them tosave themselves ; and after the. final interview;
when sentence of ‘death was pronounced, Eulogius
saw Flora:-=“She ‘seemed to me'an angeh” he
wrote “afterwards. giorying 'in" the spiritual triumph.
“A celestial 1llummat10n surrounded” her; her face
lightened with happmess ;"she seemed already to be -
tasting the joys of the heavenly home. ... .. When. I
heard the words of her sweet mouth, I ;sought to
stablish her in her resolve by showing her the crown -
that awaited her. * I worshipped her; .I fell down
before this angel, and _besought her to remember me -
in her prayers; and, strengthened by her speech, .I"
“returned less sad to my sombre cell.” Flora and her
companion Mary were ‘executed at last, 24th Novem-
ber, 851, and Eulogius wrote a paan.of joy to cele-
brate what he deemed a great victory: of the Church.
Soon after this, Eulogius and the other priests were
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released ' from- prison, and the next year Abd-er- -
Rahman 1. died, and was succeeded by his son
Mohammed, a rigid, cold-hearted egotist, who screwed
savings out of the salaries of his ministers, and was';
umversally detested for his meanness and unworthi-
ness. The theologians alone liked him; for he seemed .
likely to avenge to the full the insults which the:
excited Christians had poured upon the Mohammedan.
lehglon Churches were demolished, and such severe
. persecutions were set on foot, that though many
Christians had become Moslems when the bishops had
officially condemned suicidal martyrdom, many more
now followed their example; indeed, according to.
~ Eulogius and Alvaro, the majority recanted. The
wise and kindly policy of Abd-er-Rahman and his
ministers, who shut their -eyes when the Christians
were “wantonly ~committing themselves, was now
_exchanged for a ‘policy of cruel repression, and it:is
no.wonder that apostacy was the rule.’

-Still, the influence of the little band of zealots was
‘powerful, and had -already extended far beyond the
limits of Cordova. Toledo made Eulogius its bishop,
and when the Sultan refused his consent, the primacy
was kept vacant until the zealot should be permitted
to occupy it. Two French monks came to Cordova
"to beg some relics of the holy martyrs, and went back
to St. Germain-des-Pres with' a handsome bag of
_ bones, which were presently displayed to the faithful
~at Paris. But a heavy blow was about to fall upon
the enthusiasts. - Another girl deserted her parents to
follow Eulogius ; and. this time she and her teacher .
were brought before the Kady. Eulogius was guilty.
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only ‘of proselytizing, and his blegal punishment was
" but a scourging. But the priest was not made of

the stuff that endures the whip. Humble and long- -

. suffering before his God, willing to inflict any torture
on his own body for the sake of the faith, he could not
submit to be flogged by the infidel. “Make sharp
thy sword, _]udge he cried ; “send my soul to meet
my Creator ; but think not that I will suffer my body

to be lacerated with whips.” "And here he burst into "

a flood of ma]edxctxons agamst Mohammed and hlS
religion. .

The Kady would not take ~ upon ~himself “the
respon51bll|ty of executmg the . sentence ‘upon so
prominent a leader as Euloglus and the priest was
“accordingly brought before the privy council. One
of the ‘body expostu]ated ‘with! him, and asked
why a man of sense and education should volun-
tarily run his head into peril of ‘death; he could

understand fools and maniacs domg S0, he said, but .

“Eulogius was of a different stamp. - *“ Listen to me,”
he added, “ I entreat you; yield for once to necessity ;
retract what you said before the Kady; say but the
word, and you shall go' free” But it was too’ late.

Eulogius, though he preferred the position of trainer-

~ of martyrs to setting the example-himself, could not

retreat from his ground with dignity. He must go

-on to the bltter end. And refusing to retract any-
thmg, he was forthwith led out to execution, ands
died with courage and devotion on March 11, 859I

Deprlved of their leader, the Christian martyrs lost

heart, and we do not hear‘of thelr mad devotion acam

=

2 Dozy livre ii. ch. ix.
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MY readers may perhaps be disappointed that so
far we have but few records of noble deeds or great
wars, and that.instead -of individual heroes we have
‘been chiefly interested in. large movenients of races
and religions. We had, it is true, a stirring outset
with Tarik and his Berbers, whose brilliant conquests
~are no movrev.lege_rg'dary than is the history of the
nineteenth century. . We had the great and decisive
battle of Tours, but-of this the details, which might
have proved of surpassing interest, are wanting ; and -

the other engagement with the Franks, the field of .~ "«

" Roncesvalles, errs in- the opposite direction, for it is
overclouded with myth. Since that day, a hundred
_years. have now passed, and we have come to the
death of Eulogius.and the consequent decline of the
Christian martyrs ; and in all that century we have
. been reading of nothing but the struggle between the
* different races and cfe_eds that made up the mixed
.population. of the Spanish peninsula, But after all, "
golden deeds are rare, and are too often the invention -
of poets, whose spiritual ‘minds clothe with the attri-
butes of ideal chivalry what are really the ordinary
- events of war ; while the struggle of race with race and
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creed. w1th creed- is what. the world.. has been inces-
santly witnessing ever since man came into existences '
We must .not; allow ourselves to:: thmk that . the
hlstor)z of ‘these. large movements _is ‘uninteresting

because it has not the personal, charm of:individual : .

acts -of. her01sm In the devotion, of. countless; un-
noticed men and women during the plteous epoch of -+
martyrdom at Cordova there was perhaps more real” -
heroism.:than in the 1mpetuous deeds of chivalry.
displayed by rude warriors on' the battle-field. . It is-.
much easier-to be brave in hot blood than- to. endure
the alarms and sufferings of. long. “imprisonment, to
look forward with- undaunted courage, to the-day of
~ execution, and keep a firm heart through it all.. The .
Christian® martyrs -were ;misguided, they. threw away.
their lives without "cause; but  their courage is. as
worthy of admiration as their wisdom is to"be pitied.
Flora was as real a hcrome a.s if she-had sacrificed
"herself for a worthy ‘sake.:  Eulogius, with. all .his .
bigotry, was.of the true-hero’s mould. And in all
~these ‘great movements of face or faith-there are -
numberless acts of * devotion and "fortitude . which,
" though they may escape the eye of the historian, call |
for -as much resolution .and endurance as the most
brilliant exploits-of .the soldier. -It is often in the
" little acts of heroism that the hardest dutics of man-
kind are found ; and in the conflicts .between large
bodies of people there are endless opportunities for
their exercise. ;
It is much easier to tealize heroic character in a
person than_m‘ a whole‘people-or even a city; and
we are now, coming to ‘the career.of a man who ap-
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proached as few have ever done the high ideal of kingly
greatness. - A great king is the result of a great need.
When the nation' is sore beset, when the times are
full of presage of ‘disaster, and ruin hangs ominously
on the horizon ; then the great king comes to rescué -
his people from danger, to restore order and well-
being, .and- to reign over-a realm once more" made
happy ‘and prosperous by his efforts. . The need of
such a ruler was anxiously felt at the beginning -of °
the tenth century in Spain. - The excited conduct of .
the Christians of Cordova had been followed by a still .
more dangerous and -widespread rebellion in the -
provinces. The throne was occupied by incapable
* sovereigns ; for the energetic policy of Mundhir, who
had ‘suicceeded his father Mohammed in ‘886, was -
arrested by his assassination in 888, and ‘his brother
- Abdallah, who' had' instigated the murder; was in-
_capable of dealing courageously with the numerous
_sources-of danger which then menaced the kingdom. .
His policy was shifty and temporizing ; he alternately
tried- the effects .of force and conciliation, with the

- usual consequence that both policies failed ; and he

. was personally so despicable, cruel, and vile, that all °
~parties in his dominions seemed for once to be agreed
in their detestation of him, and their résolve to cast
off his rule. © He had hardly been reigning thrce
years when ‘the greater part of Andalusia was
virtually independent.. All the various factions of -
the State were now again in active opposition to the
central power., Every nobleman or chief, were he
Arab; Berber, or Spaniard, seized the opportunity of
a bad and weak sovereign, and general anarchy, to
appropriate a portion of the land for his own exclusive
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beneﬁt, and from 'behind :‘his ramparts: to defy the .

Sultan. “The old Arab aristocracy; the descendants of

the Avab tribes who completed the conquest of Spam,_
‘were few and' greatly outnumbered by the other races;

but though-their weakness should have ‘kept them

E -loyal .to the Arab - kmgdom of Cordova, they . toa
: turned against it, and established themselves in inde-

pendent prmcedoms especially at Seville,- which now
became- a - formidable rival to Cordova. In’ other
cities, though the Arabs were not strong enough to
break -openly with the Sultan, they gave him but
a nominal homage ; and- the governors of Lorca and

Zaragoza were redlly quite independent of their feeble
- king. " In‘no place, outside Cordova, where the mer-
“cenary guards of - the Sultan compelled ‘a -certain
‘outward submission, were the Arabs ‘to ‘be ' counted

upon for the defence of the Orneyyad power.

: The Berbers were more numerous than the Arabs,
and ‘at least equally disaffected. - They had aban-’
_doned any pretence of ‘submission to the Sultan’s -
authority,” and had returned to -their old political

system of clan ‘government. The western provinces
of - Spain, such as Estremadura, and the south c¥

Portugal, were now the independent possessions of -
the Berbers ; and they also held. various important-
posts, -such as Jaen, in Andalus1a itself. - The. Berber

family of Dhu-n-Nun, consisting of the father Misa,

a great scoundrel and an abominable thief,” and ‘his-

three - sons, ‘who - resembled him “in" their physical
strength "and their ‘ unrivalled - brutality, carried- fire
and sword through ‘the land, and burnt, sacked, and
massacred -wherever they went

, .
Loty
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The Mohammedan Spaniards, who had put on
something of Arab civilization along with their new
faith, were by no means barbarians like the Berbers;

- but they were not the less hostile to the central power.
The province of- Algarve, at the south-west corner

of the peninsula, was _entirely in their power; and .

they held numerous independent cities and districts .

throughout Andalusia. Indeed -all the most jm- ’
portant cities were in secret or open revolt. = Arab . . "

~ governors, Berber chiefs, Spanish renegades, alike"
joined in repudiating or disregarding the sovereign
authority of Abdallah; and most. powerful of all, -
Ibn-Hafsiin, a' Christian, who had raised the moun--
taineers of the province of Elvira (Granada), rexgned'

in perfect security in his rocky fastness, Bobastro,and .- V

gave laws to the regions around.: Again and again
had the Sultan attacked him, and each time suffered
defeat ; now he was dlSpOSCd to -try the ignominious
‘policy of concnhatlon only to. ﬁnd Ibn-Hafsiin quite
ready to trick him at that. Murcia, the “land of
Theodemir,” was mdependent under a mild and cul-
tivated 1enegade prince;, who govemed his -subjects -
wisely, and was beloved by them ; who was devoted .
_to poetry, but did not ‘neglect to keep up a con-
siderable army, which included five thousand horse-
men. Toledo was, as usual, in revolt, and nothing-
but the ]ealousws and divisions of the Christians of
the _north prevented them from reconquering their
long lost territory. Split up as it was into numberless
little seigniories, resembling rather the estates or
_counties of feudal barons than portlons of a once
powerful realm, Andalusia could have offered
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. ‘-'but an 111 dlrected rcalsfance to a determmed in-

“vader:t

There were of course some gleams of lloht amidst ~

" all this anarchy.- ‘We have said that- the -province: of

’ Murc1a, was ‘ruled by an enlightened ‘and benevolent

prince;- - The lord of Cazlona was also dxstmgulshed

for his patronage ot ‘poéts and the arts ; his"halls"

- were-raised -upon marble pillars, and the walls were

‘encrustéd with marble and gold ; all that - makes life’
‘enjoyable was to be found within his- palace. “Ibn-

Hajjdj, too, the Arab king—for he was nothing less—
of Seville,-who had compelled ‘the Sultan to come to
terms. with him- and-make-him his friend, excrcised

his unbounded authority in the noblest- manner. 'His »
city -was -admirably - governed, .order: reigned - there: .
undisturbed, - and -evil-doers weie stemly but justly. .

punished. "He:kept his' state. like -an emperor ; five
hundred cavaliers formed his escort, and his royal robe
was of brocade; with his name and titles embroidered
on it in gold-thread. ~Kings' from over the sea sent

him - presents : - silken - stuffs from ~ Egypt," learned
doctors of the law from Medina, and matchless singers .

from Baghdad. The beautiful lady. ¢ Moon,” “re-
nowned for her lovély voice, her eloquence, and poetic

fire, sang -of him thus: “In all'the west I find no™ -

right noble man save Ibrahim, but he is nobility itself.
Vhen'one has known the delight of living with him,
to dwell in any other land ‘would be miscry.”" The

very-poets of Cordova were attracted to liis' brilliant

court, - where: they ‘were sure of a princely’ welcome.

Once only did a poet receive a cold greetmcr from -

. Dozy I’Il:t “des Mus. d’Espavne, llvre ii. ch.’xi. ff




106 THE GREAT KHAL»LF.,—M :

Tbrahim the son of Hajja] This - was-one - who.
thought to please the prince by rec1tmg a scumlous* ‘
poem on the hobles of Cordova, to whom the rul_er of =

Seville was not well disposed. . “You are -mistaken,”

was Ibn-Hajjaj’s comment, “if you think that a man

like myself can find any gratlﬁcatmn in hstenmg to
 these base calummes ‘
Yet these occasional ﬂashes of enhghtenment cannot_

- make amends for the general condition of anarchy to . -

which Andalusia had become a prey, by the weakening

of the céntral power, and the aggrandxsement of

countless petty rulers and brigand chiefs. The coun-.
try was in. a. deplorable state, and Cordova itself,

now threatencd even with conquest at the hands’
of Ibn Hafsiin -and his bold. mountameers ‘was
given over to moumful sadness o« Wlthout bemg yet
actually be51eged she was already suffering all the ills

of beleaguerment” ' “/Cordova,” said 'the ‘Arab his-

torians, “was in the -condition of a flODthl’ town ex-
posed to all the attacks of the enemy.” Tlmc after '
* time the inhabitants were startled from their slcep, in

the midst of night, by the cries of distress raised by the
wretched peasants across the river, when the horsemen
of Polei were setting the sword to their throats. The

temporary witness ; “disasters follow one another
ceaselessly ; thieving and pillaging go on ; our wives
and children are dragged into slavery.” There were
universal complamts of the Sultan’s want of energy,

Py

' State is menaced with total dissolution,” wrote a con- -

of his weakness, and his baseneqs The troops were .

lgrumblmg because they were ‘not paid. . The provinces
-had stopped the supphes and ‘be treasury was empt)
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What money the Sultan had been able to bomow he
spent to bribe the few Arabs who stl‘l affected* to
support h1m in the provinces.  The deserted markets
showej how trade had been destloyed ‘Bread had
“eached a fabulous price.. Nobody believed any
longer in.the future ; despair had sunk into all hearts.
‘The blO'OtS, who regarded all public misfortunes as
the chastlsement of God, and called Ibn-Hafsiin the
scourge of the divine wrath, afﬂlcted the city with
their”.doleful prophec1es ~“Woe.to thee, Cordova !”
“they cried, “woe to thee, sink of defilement and
decay, abode of calamity and anguish, thou who hast
neither friend nor ally ! ‘When the Captain, with his
great nose and ugly face he who is guarded before
by Moslems and behind by idolaters — when Ibn-
Hafstin comes before. thy gates, then w111 thy awful
fate be accomplished !”

When thmgs were at ‘the worst, a glearn of hope
shone upon the miserable 1nhab1tants of the royal city.
Abdallah, who was quite as despairing as his subjects,
tried . for once a bold policy, and in spite of the dis
couragement of his: followers, and the overwhelming
numbers of the enemy who surrounded him on every
side, he contrwed to.win a few advantages. "Then he
did the best ‘thing that he could do for his country :
he died on October 15, 912, aged sixty-eight, after
a reign of twenty four unhappy years.. His life had
seen  the fall of the Omeyyad power, a fall sudden
and apparently irremediable. ~The reign, of his suc:

cessor was destined ‘to see as sudden, as complete a

restoration of that power.
The new Sultan was Abd er-Rr-Lhman I, a grand-
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~ sonof Abdallah, He was only twenty-one when he
¢amé to the throne, and there were several uncles and -

other kinsmen who might .be expected to- oppose the

succession of a mere youth at so troublousa time. - Yet .

no one made any resistance ;- on the contrary, his ac-

cession was hailed with satlsfactlon on all sides. The
" young prince had already succeeded in winning the

favour'of the people and the court.  .His handsome

‘presence and princely bearm Jomed to a singular:

grace of manner and acknowledged powers of mind,

made hxm generally popular, and it was with a feeling -
' of renewed hope that -the Cordovans, who ‘were
almost the only subjects he had left, watched the first- . "
proceedings- of the new Sultan. Abd-er-Rahman
~~made no attempt to disguise his intentions. He

abandoned once and for all the pohcy of his.grand-

father, which, -in. its alternate weakness and cruelty, :

had worked such injury to the State; and in' its

4place he announced that he would permit' no dis-
" obedience throughout’ the dominions of the Omey-
yads; he summoned the disaffected noblés "and-
chieftains to submit to his authority ; and he let it be -

clearly understood' that he would: leave no portion - of

his kingdom under the control of rebels. : The pro-

“of insurrection, and every one had ‘come to feel that =~

gramme was bold enough to satisfy the most sanguine;
but there seemed every probability that it would unite -

all the rebels in all parts in-one great league to crush

" the dauntless young prince. But Abd-er-Rahman

knew his countrymen, and his boldness was well

founded. Nearly a generation had passeéd since’ Ibn-

Hafstin and the other rebels had raised the standard

s
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. there héd been enough cf it.’fA The early zeal-that had
prompted: the Spaniards, Moslem ‘and Christian alike,’

" to strike.a. blow for their national independence; had

now cooled ,—such movements never last ‘unless they
achieve a complete success at the first' white heat ‘of
enthusiasm:;, the leaders- were either: dead or aged;
- and a calmer -spirit had come over. their .followers.:
‘People had begun-to, ask themselves what was-the
~ good that they-had obtained by their fine revolutions ? -
. They had not freed Andalusia from the “infidel,” but -
had.contrariwise given her over to the worst members -
" of the infidel ranks— to.brigand chiefs -and :adven-~

turers of the vilest-stamp.- The country was -harried 3

from.‘end to .end by- bands- of. lawless-robbers, who -
destroyed the. tilled fields and  vineyards, and’ turned
the land into a howling wilderness.-_ Anything ‘was -
better than.the tyranny of’ brigandage.- The ‘Sultan.
of: Cordova could not: make matters worse than they -
| were,and thére was a general disposition to see whether
he might not: possibly improve them,’ »
" Consequently, when Abd-er-Rahman began to lead
his army against. the rebellious, provinces, he found
them more. than half willingto submit. ~His troops
were inspirited.to see their gallant young sovereign at
~their head—a sight that Abdallah had not permitted
them for.many years—and they followed him -with
" enthusiasm. The rebels, already tired of their anar-
" chic condition, opened their gates after -a mere show -
of resistance. Oneafter another the great- cities of
Andalusia .admitted - the ,Suita_l_’l -within- their walls; =
The country to the south of -Cordova was the. first to

* submit; then Seville opened her, gates ; the Berbers -
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~of the west were reduced to 6bedience; and the prince’
‘of Algarve hastened to offer tribute. Then the Sultan
advanced against the Chnstlans of the province of
Regio, where for thn-ty yéars the mountain fastnesses
had protected the bold subjects of Ibn-Hafsiin, and
where no one kitew befter tharf Abd- er-Rahman that -
1io speedy victory was to be won. Yet stép by step this
difficult regon was subdued. Seeing the -scrupulous
justice and honour of the Sultan, who képt his treaties

' with thé Christians in perfect good faith, and observed_

‘the utmost clemency to those who submitted to him,
fortress after fortress surrendered. Ibn-Hafsiin himself; -
in ‘his ‘fastriess, remained unconquered and deﬁanf
~as ever, but hé was 'old, and soon he died, and then it
was only a matter of time for the arms of . the Sultan
to penetrate even. into Bobastro. - Whei the Sultan
stoud at.last upon the ramparts of 'this redoubtable
" fortress, and looked "down from 'its"dizzy heights upon

the | cliffs.-and ‘precipices’ that surrounded the rebel -

stronghold, he was overcome with emotion, and fell
upon his knees to render: thanks to God for the great
‘victory.r .Then he turned to acts of mercy. and pardon,
and all the days he stayed in the fort he observed a
solemn fast: Murcia had now given in its allegiance to
" the Sultan, and" Toledo alone remained unsubdued.
The proud city on the Tagus haughtily réjected Abd-
er-Rahman’s offer of amnesty, and confidently awaited .
“the 51ege" Bt it had to do with a different as-
sailant from the feeble generals who had from time
to” time reaped disgrace beneath the walls of ‘ths
Royal City. To prove to  its defenders that his

"2 Dozy ¢ Hist. des Mus. afEspagne, live ii. ch. xvii.
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"51ege was no transitory menace, the Sultan quickly-
built-a little town, which he called El-Feth (“Vic--

tory ”), on the opposite mountain, and there he resided
in calm anticipation of the result. - Pressed by famine,

“the city surrendered, and Abd-er-Rahman IIL entered -

the last seat of rebellion in the dominions which he
had inherited. from his namesake, the first Abd-er-

~ Rahman, which now (930) once - more . reached to.
e _thelr full extent. E ) A
It had taken mghtcen years to recover the whole -

_breadth of dominiori which his predecessors-had lost ;
but the work was done, and the royal power was
firmly established over Arabs, Berbers, Spaniards,
Moslems and Christians alike. Henceforward Abd-
-er-Rahman  permitted no special prominence to any

" party ; he kept the-old ‘Arab nobility in severe réd -
pression ; and the Spaniards, who had always Dbeen.

. treated by.them as base canaille, re)01ced to see their
"'oppressors brought low. Henceforth the Sultan was

"~ the sole authority in the State ; but his authority was-

"Just cnlightened, and tolerant. After so many years

of confusmn and anarchy, the people accepted the new
despotism cheerfully There were no more brigands -
to destroy their crops and vines ; and if the Sultan
was absolute in his power, at least he did not cbuse

it. The country folk returned to the paths of peace
-and plenty ; they were at ‘last frec to get uch and to
be happy after their own way. :
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ABD-ER-RATIMAN  1IL's principle of governmenf
consisted in retaining the sovercign power entirely.”
in his own hands, and administering the kingdom by
officers who owed their elevation wholly to his favour.
Above all, he took caré to leave no power in the hands
of the old Arab aristocracy, who had so ill served

“previous rulers. The men he appointed to high .
places were parvenus, people of mean birth, who were
the more attached to-their master-because they knew
that but for him they would be trampled upon by

‘the 0ld_ Arab families, The force he employed to- -

sustain the central power was a large standing army,
~at the head of which stood his select body-guard
of Slavs, or purchased foreigners. - They were
4'or1gmally composed chiefly of men of Slavonian
natlonahty, but came by degrees to include Franks, ‘
" Galicians, Lombards, and all sorts of pzople, who -
were brought to Spam by Greek and Venctian
traders, and sold while still chiidren to the Sultan,
to be educated as Moslems. Many of them were
highly cultivated men, and naturally attached "to -
their master. They resembled in many respects the
" corps of Mamlitks -which Saladin’s successors intro-
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duced into'Egypt as a body-guard,‘and which subse+
quently attained such renown as.Sultans of Egypt
and Syria. = Like that body of purchased Turkish
and Circassian slaves; they had their own slaves under
them, were granted estates by the Sultan, and formed
a sort of feudal retainers, prepared to serve their lord
at the head of their own followers: whenever he might
<all upon them. ' Like the Egyptian Mamliks, too,
they came after a while to such-a pitch of influence
that they took advantage of the decay of the central
power, which . followed upon the death of Abd-er-
Rahman I11. ‘and his successor, to found independent
dynasties for themselves, and thus contribute to the
final everthrow of the Moslem domination in Spain.
With the aid of his “ Slavs,” the ‘Sultan. not only
banished brigandage ‘and rebellion ‘from Spain, but
waged war with (the Christians of ‘the| north. with
brilliant ‘success. The Mohammedan realm was
menaced by more dangers than those of internal
anarchy. . It was pressed between two thredtening
and warlike kingdoms, each of which required to be
kept in watchful check. To the south -the newly
founded empire of the Fatimite Khalifs in North
Africa was a standing menace. It was natural that the-
rulers of the Barbary coast should remember that the
Arabs before them had used -Africa as a  stepping
stone to Spain ; the traditional policy of the'African
dynasties was to compass, if possible, the annexation
of the fair provinces of Andalusia.. It was only by
skilfully working upon- the sectarian schisms, and
consequeént -insurrections, which divided the Berbers
of Africa, that the Sultan succceded in keeping the
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Fitimites at a distance. *He did succeed, however,
so well, that at one time a great part of the Barbary

. ¢coast paxd homage to the ruler of Spain, who also

obtained possession of the important f01tress of Ceuta.
A great part of the Spanish revenue was devoted to

" building a magnificent fleet, with which Abd-er-
" Rahman- disputed with the Fatxmltes the command
.. of the Mediterranean.

On the Jpposite side, on’ the north ths Moslem
power had to .deal with an even more threatening
enemy. ' The Christians of the Asturias:had sprung
from very small beginnings, but they were now in- -
creasing in strength, and they had the stimulating
thought to spur them -on, that they were recon-
quering their own land. "When first they had felt the
shock of the Moslem' invasion, their rout had been
utter and complete: ~They had fled to the mountains-
of the Asturias, where' their trifling numbers and the
inaccessibility of their situation gave them safety from

“the Mohammedan attack. Pelagius, the “old Pelayo ”?
of the ballad,-had but thirty men and ten women --

with him in the cave of Covadonga, which became
the -refuge of the Gothic-Christians; and the Arabs

.did not think it worth while to hunt down the little

remnant of refugees.  Here, in the recesses of the
cave, which .was approached through -a long and
narrow ‘mountain pass, and entered by a laddf'r of
ninety steps, a-handful of men might have set an
army at defiance. .

The Arab historian * thus contcmptuous]y descrlbes

the origin of the Christian- kingdom: “During -

z Ibn-Hnyyﬁn, in Makkary, i, 34.
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‘Anbasa’s . administration a ‘despicable " barbarian,
whose name was Pelayo, rose in the land- of Galicia,
and, havmg reproached his: countrymen for their St
* - ignominious dependence and their cowardly ﬁlcht-._ el
began to stir them up to avenge their past.injuries and -~
~ to expel the Moslems from the land of their fathers.
From that moment the Christians of Andalus began , ;
to resist the atticks of the Moslems on such districts .=~ = |
as had remained in their possession, and to defend e
_their wives and dauchtels The commencemcnt of
the rebellion happened thus: there remamed nocity, -
“town, or village in Galicia but what was in the hands .
of. the Moslerns, with the exception of ‘a steep moun- -
“tain on.which this Pelayo took refuge with a handful
‘of men ; there his followers went on dying through -
hunger, until he saw their numbers reduced to.about © .-
“ thirty men and ten'Women, having no other food for. e x
~support than the honey which they gathered -in the ' :
crevices of the rock which they themselves inhabited :
like so many bees.. However, Pelayo and his men.
fortified themselves by degrees in the passes of the.
mountain, until the Moslems were made acquainted
- with their preparations ; but, perceiving how few they 1§ a0
" were, they heeded not the advice conveyed to them, - .
and allowed them to gather strength, saying, ¢ What _
are thirty barbarians, perched up on a rock? -They =
. must incvitably die!’” :“Would to God!” adds
~ another historian—“Would t6 God that the Moslems
2 had then'extiriguished' at once the sparks of a fire
S " which was destined to consume the whole dommxons’
5 of Islam in those parts!” :
=, Lhe 11ttle band of. 1efugees was stlengthened from
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time to time by fresh accessions, and, by degrees
waxing more confident, came forth from their strong- =
hold, and began to harass the Berbers who formed
the frontier settlers. . The Moors were at length com-
pelled to seek out the intrepid raiders in their cavern ;
but the result was discouraging ;- they were driven
back pell-mell with great :loss.. In 751 Alfonso of
Cantabria (where the Moslems had never penctrated),” ~
SRS - having married the daughtcr of Pelayo and thus
. - united 'the Christian forces, roused the northern
“provinces against the ‘Moors, ‘and, joined by the
Galicians  of the west, began a secries of brilliant’
_ campaigns, by which' the enemy was driven- step by
step further south. - One after the other.the citics of
Braga, Porto, Astorga, Leon, Zamora, Ledesma,: Sala-
" tanca, Saldafia, Segovia; Avila, Qsma, Miranda; werc
recovered from-the Moslems, and the Christian fron-~ -
tier was now pushed as far as the gredt Sierra, and =~ = o
o . Coimbra, Coria, Talavera, Toledo, Guadalaxara, Tu- Ay
- dela, and -Pamplona became the Moslem border fort-
_resses. ' Alfonso had in fact recovered the provinces .
of Old Castile, Leon, Asturlas and Galicia; but the -
scanty band . of ‘Christians had. ncither - moncy - nor
serfs- wherewith to ‘build fortifications and cultivaté
‘ the fields over-so immense an area’: they contented
[ themselves with leaving the conquered country as a .
' debatable land - between them and the Moors and
retired to- the districts bordering “the Bay of’ Blscay '
geadn until such time as their nurnbers should Justlfy the
B occupation of a-wider area.
In the ninth century they weré in a posmon to
édvance upon the territory: they ‘had already in palt ‘
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recovered from the Moors: They spread -over Lcon,
-and. built the fortresses of Zamora, San- Estevan de
~ Gormaz, Osma, and Simancas, to overawe the enemy. &
The debatable land was now much nariower, and the -~ =%/
hostile forces were almost in contact at various placcs : '
along the :frontier. At the beginning. of the tenth . :
century the Moors of the borders made a strenuous Rt
effort to regain their- lost dominions; but the Chris- St
tians,  aided by the men of Toledo, and by Sancho;-
King of Navarre,who had hecome the bulwark of Chris<
tianity in the north,defeated thern severely,and began -
to hafry the country over the border. The forays

of the Chrlstlans were a terrible curse to their victims
they wete rude, unlcttered people, and few of them

" could even read’; their manners were on'a par with

their education ;  and_their fanaticism. and cruelty
were what might be 'expected from ' such’ uncouth
barbarians, ~ Seldom. did- the soldiery of Lcon give

I'quarter to a defenceless foe, and we may look in vain
for the fine chivalry and teleration of the ‘Arabs;
where the latter sparcd nobly, the”rough robbers of

- Leon and Castile massacred whole garrisons, cities
full of 1nhab1tants and those whom thcy d1d nof L ]

=) slauchter they made slaves. - - TEf

¢ 1Abd-er-Rahman IIL. had- haxdly been scated two :
*years on.the throne when Ordofio IL of: Leon carried
a devastating foray to the :walls of Merida ; and so -
affrighted were ‘the people of Badajoz that" they E :
hastcned to conciliate him“with blackmail. - These ; -
cities are not very far from Cordova ; only-the lofty =Fe .
heights of the Sierra Morena separated the capital of
the Omeyy -ads from the compamcs of Ordofio. :The
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- situation was fraught with danger. "The young Sultaﬁ,

had. he been a coward, might have excused himself
from instant action on the plea that Merida had not

_ yet recognized his authority, and that it was not his -

affair if the Christians harried rebellious provinces.
This, however, was not Abd-er-Rahman’s policy or
temper. He.collected his troops and sent an expedi-

. ‘tion" to the north, which made a successful raid into
“-the Christian territories ; and the following year, 917,
_ he ordered a second- attack. This was defeated with

heavy loss by Ordofio before the walls of San Estevan
de Gormaz, and the brave Arab general, seeing that
the fight was lost, threw himself among the enemy, .

‘and died sword in hand. The King of Leon had the
. pitiful cowardice to nail the head of this gallant soldier

to the gate of 'the fortress, side by side with that of a

pig. - Encouraged by this success, the armies of Leon’

and Navarre ravaged_the country about Tudela in

. the following year, but not with equal impunity, for

they were twice beaten by the Cordovan troops.

~ Seeing, however, that it took a good deal of defeat to

daunt the Christians, Abd-er-Rahman rgsolx}ed upon

_stronger measures.  In 920 he took command of the

army himself, and by rapid marches and skilful
strategy surpriscd Osma,-and razed the fortress to
the ground ; destroyed San ._E>stevan, which he found':
deserted by its garrison; and then turned towards
Navarre, Twice did he drive Sancho from the field;
and'when the forces of Navarre were reinforced by
those of Leon, and the Christians had the best of the

" natural position, the Sultan delivered /battle with

them m the _Val de Junqucras (Vale of Reeds), and

e _ o T E
——
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. totally ‘routed their combined :array. Incensed by

the obstinate defence of the borderers, the Moslems
put the garrison of Muez to the sword ; and it is un- -

fortunately true that in some of these campaigns the
Moors imitated the barbarities of their antagomsts,

- especially when their armies included a considerable . -
- admixture of Afrlcan troops, who were, notorlously‘

- savage, -

Nothing could exceed the her01c determination of
" the defeated Christians ;* barbarous they were, but’

they had the.courage of men: routed again and
again, they ever rose with fresh-heart from the disaster.

-~ The very year aftet the fatal battle in the Valley of -

~_ Reeds, Ordofio, who ‘was the soul of the Christian

:resistapcé, led his men on another raid. over the -
~ borders j. and in‘923-Sancho of Navarre; not 'to be

behlndhand recaptured 'some strong castles. ' ‘Thus

roused once more, the Sultan set out for the north,
- filled w1th \a stern. reso]ve he sacked and burned all - -

that came .in his way ; the cities emptied as he

appxoachcd so terrible was the dread he inspired ; and’
e entered the deserted capital of, Pamplona, driving

Sancho away  in.confusion as he approached. ‘The

cathedral and many of the houses of the capital were

ruthlessly dcstroyed "and Navarre was at his feet:
About the same time Ordofio of Leon dled and the
civil war which arose between his s sons gave the Siltan
" time to attend to other mattets, ‘

- On his return from this :triumphant campalon P
" Abd-er-Rahmin 111 assumed a new title. Hitherto
the rulers of Andalusia had contented themselves with -
such titles as Emir (governor), Sultan (don}inzitor), :
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““son of the Khahfs ot Althoucrh they were the heirs -

of the Omeyyad Khalifs, and never recognized the -
Abbasides who had overturned them, the Andalusian -
Sultans had not hltherto,asseltcd their clalm to-the

'spmtual title : they had comldered that the name of
‘Khalif ‘should not be held by thosé who hd.d no’

authority over the Holy Cities of Islam, Mekka and
Medina, and-had been content to lcave the Abbasides
in undisputed- possession of the name. Now, how-

"ever, when it was known in'Spain that the Ab_bﬁsidé

Khalifs no longer exercised any real authority outside
the city of Baghdad; and were little better than
prisoners even there, in conseqﬁence of the growing
mdependence of the various local dynastics; Abd-
er-Rahman, in 929, assurned his title of Khalif* with
the style of Ziu-Nasir li- dini- //a/z, 2 Thc Defender of -
the Taith of God.” ' ,
The Khalif had still thlrty years more to relgn
when he adopted this new'name ; and they were filled
Chleﬂy ‘with wise - and cultxvated admmlstlatlon at
home, and with constant, cven annual, expcdltlons

»acamst the Clmstlans, agamst whom he was ‘indeed a-
~ “Defender ™ of his rehglon The civil war; \»luch had
~ for a time neutralized the power of the Le: mese, had .

How glven place to the authority- of a worthy successor
of the great Ordofio. Ramiro IIL succeeded in 0315
and his warlike character soon asserted itselfin resolute
opposition to the Khalif’s armies. Not long after: -
wards a formidable league was formed in the north -
betveen the Christians and. the Arab _governor of

Zaxatrwa and Abd er-Rahrnan hastencd to demolnsh

: oy
7u Dozy, livre iii.
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the coalltlon In 937 he -reduced. Zaragoza and
marching on Navarre, spread such terror around his
way that the- Queen Regent, Theuda, hastily paid him
homagé as her:suzerain. . Ramiro, however, ‘was no
party to this surrender. . He gathered his men to-’
i gethef, and inflicted a tremendous :defeat on..the- :

Moslems in 939 at Alhandega Fifty thousand Moors - -

“fell upon the field : the Khalif himself barely escaped

~ with his life, and found himself flying through the: -

country with less than fifty horsemen. . That disastrous -

year was_long known in Andalu51a as the i Yeax of
Alhandega.” '

Had the Chnstlans pressed their advantaO'c a.

- difterent history of Spain would perhaps have had to :
be written; but, as usual,’ internecine jealousies among . .-

the Chrlstlan princes cameto the help of -the Khalif,
and while his foes quarrelled among themselves he
repaued his disaster,.recruited- his army, and ‘made
ready for another campaign. The civil war which.
thus aided him had its origin' in the revolt of Castile

. from the Leonese supremacy.’  The Count of Castile °

at'thi’s time was the celebr ated Fernando- Gonzalez, of
whom many minstrels have sung. He is ‘one of the

_gieat ‘Spanish heroes, and was mated toa helome

Twice - did his. wife rescue +him ﬁom ‘the prison into’
which he had been cast by his _]ealous neighbours of
Navarre and Leon, and.the second time she, did it by
.exchanging clothes- with her :husband and exposing
~ herself to the fury of his jailers. The earlicr occasion
was before their marriage, when he was on his. ‘way. to
her father Garcia's court, at Navarre, to ask her hand
in marriage, and the perfidious king laid hands upon
him. " A ballad tells the story of his release :
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They have carried afar info Navarte the great Count of Castille,
And they have bouad him sorely, the) have bound him hand and
heel.
And there is ]oy and feasting because that lord is ta’en, .
" King Garci in his dungeon holds the douohtlest lord-in Spam.

The poet goes on- to tell how a Noxman kmcht was
riding throuch Navarre—-

Tor Chust his hope he came to cope thh the Moorish scimitar j-

and how he told Garcia’s daughter of the captivity of

Gonzalez, and how grievous an mJury it was to the

- cause of Cl‘lllStlaﬂ Spain—

The Moors may well be joyful, but great should be our grlef
For Spain has lost her guardian, when Castile has lost her chief
The Moorish host is pouring like a river o’er the land—

Curse on the Christian fetters that.bind Gonzalez’ hand !

And the. Noxman l\mcrht prayed the puncess to sct
the prlsonel free..
The lady answered little, but at the mlr]:. of night,

When'all her'maids are sleeping, she hath risen and ta en her ﬂwht

. She hath tempted the Alcajde with her jewels and her gold;
_And unto her his prisoner that ]axlor false hath sold.* -

So the princess took the Count out of his dungcon

~and together they rode to Castile.

- At the time we have.now reached, this is ‘an old . |
story, for Gonzalez had been matried many a year,
and had determined that Castile should be a separate
kingdom, no -longer ‘under the suzerainty of Leon.
For this he was again captured and imprisoned. by
Ramiro, agnd only released when it was apparent that .
the people of Castile would have no other lord but

~ him, and would even pay their homage to a mere

3 Loukhart 3 Spamsh Ballads,
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statue of their Ccun* sdbner than recogniie a Leonese.

governor. Then the king let him.out, after making
him swear to remain subject to the kingdom of Leon "
" and to give his daughter in marriage. to Ordofio the
'son of Ramiro. ~After this humiliation, Fernando

Gonzalez was less cager to fight beside the men of .- -

Leon against the Moors; he resolved to let the
- Leonese take their share of humiiliation. But this

was not to be in the days of the great Ramiro'; for he
won another victory over the Moslems, near Talavera

in 950, and the next year he died in undlmmlshed

_glory.’

On his death, Gonza]ez becran to play the part
of kingemaker, = He espoused the cause -of Sancho
against his brother, Ordofio IIL; and when Sancho
~succeeded thé latter, in 957, Gonzalez turned about -
-and expelled the new! king from Leon; and’ set.
‘up a wretched cripple, Ordofio. 1Iv., surnamed the
Wicked, in- his stead. Sancho took refuge with his .
_ grandmother, Theuda, the Queen of Navarre, and
‘they presently appealed to the: Khalif of Cordova to
~ help them in their difficulties. Sancho was a martyr |
to corpulency ; he could not even walk without heing’
held up. He resolved to consult the eminent
doctors of Cordova, whose: skill was famous over all
* the world, - So Queen Theuda sent ambassadors to
Abd-er-Rahman, who in return despatched the great
Jewish physician, Hasdai, to undertake the cure of
- Sancho the Fat. But-he laid .down certain condi-
tions, among which was the surrender of.a number
of castles; and the personal appearance of Sanchoand
the Queen Theuda at Cordova. It wasa hard thing to
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- make the long journey to the Moorlsh Cou1t and to

feel that she-was there as a sort of show, in witness to
the Khalif's power ; but the Queen went, with her son,
the " King of Navarre, and her grardson, the exiled

King of Leon. ‘Abd-er-Rahmain received them with .

all the gorgeous ceremor;yva'md all the native curtesy
which belonged to him'; and not only did Sancho
speedily get rid of his fatness under the care of |,
Hasdai, but he returned to the north, supported by
the armics of the -Khalif, who restored him to the
throne of Leon in 960 :

In the followmg year the grea’r Khahf died. He

was sevénty years old, and his reign, of nearly fifty,
had brought about such a change in the condition of

Spain, as the wildest imagination could hardly conjure

up... When he'came to the throne, a youth of twenty- '
one, his inheritance was the prey to a thousand brigand
chiefs or local adventurers ; the provinces had set up

itheir own rulers ; the many factions into which the

population was divided had each and all defied the

authority of the Sultan; and anarchy and plunder. . .

devastated the land. - On the south the African.
dynasty of the Fatimites threatened to engulf Spain

-in their empire ; on the north the:Christian princes

seemed ready to descend upon their ancestral domi-.

" nions and drive the Moors from the land. Out of

this chaos and vision of imminent destruction Abd-
er-Rahman had evolved order and prosperity. Before.
half his reign was over he had restored peace and
good government throughout the length and breadth
of the Moslem . dominions; he had banished' the
authority of parties, and established the absolute
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" power of the Sultan over all classes.of his subjects:
In. the second half he maintained. the dignity and
might- of his State against outside foes; held the
African- despots at a distance, planted a garrison at

E ~Ceuta to withstand their advance, and contended with

them on equal terms on the sea; ‘and in the- north
he curbed the growing power of, the Christians  of
Lcon, Castile, . and Navarre, and 'so convinced. them
of his_superiority that they even came ‘to him to
“settle their differences and restore them to thcir
* rights. "He had rescued Andalusia both from herself
and from subjection by the, foreigner.? And he
.had not only saved her from destruction ; he had
made her great and happy.. Never was Cordova sa

« rich:and prosperous as under his rule; never was

Andalusia s6 well cultivated, so teeming with the gifts
of nature,.brought to perfection by the skill and indus-
try of man ; never was the State so triumphant over
disorder, or the power of the law more widely felt and
respected.  Ambassadors came to pay him court:
~ from the Emperor of Constantinople, from the kings
~ of France, of Germany, of Italy. His power, wisdom,
and opulence, were a byword over Europe and Africa,
and had even reached to the furthest limits of the
Moslem empire in Asia.  And this wonderful change .
had been wrought by one man, with-everything against
“him : the restoration of Andalusia from the hopeless
depths of misery to the height of power and prosperity
had been effected by the intellect and w1ll alone of the
Great Khalif Abd-cr-Rahman IIL
The Moorish historians describe this resqute man

¥ Dozy : Hist. des Mus. dEspaone, livre iii. p 90.
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in colours that scem hardly consistent with his sfrong
imperious policy : nevertheless, they describe him--
faithfully as “the mildest and most enlightened -

sovereign that ever ruled a country, His meekness, ~

his.generosity, and his love of justice became prover-
bial. -None -of his ancestors ever surpassed him in
courage in the field'and zeal for religion ; he was fond

* of science, and the patron of the learned, with whom

he' loved to converse.” Many anecdotes are: told of

his strict justice and impartiality.

The Arab historian tells us that after his death'
a paper was found in the Khalif’s own handwriting,
in which he had carefully noted those days in his long'-

‘reign which had been free' from all sorrow ; they
.numbered only fourteen, “O man of understaﬁding,

wonder and~ observe how small a portion| of “un-
clouded happiness the world can give ‘even to the-

‘most fortunate !” 1 .

* Makkary : ITist. Moh. Dynast. . 146, 147.

-
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« CORDOVA,” says an old Arab writer, “is the Bride
of Andalusia. - To her belong all the beauty and the
ornaments that delight the eye or dazzle the sight.
Her long line of Sultans form her crown of glory; .
her necklace is string with the péarls which her poets - -
have gathered from the ocean of language; her dress
is of the banners of learning, well knit together by her
men of science ; and the masters of ~every art: and
“‘industry are the hem of her garments” So did the -
Oriental historian clothe the city he loved with the far-
fetched imagery of the East. Cordova, under the rule
of the Great Khalif, was indeed a capital to be proud -
~ of ; and except perhaps Byia_.ntium, no city of Europe

" could compare with her in the beauty of her buildings,
the luxury and refinement of her life, and the learning
_and accomplishments of her inhabitants. . When we
remember - that the sketch we are about to extract
from the records of* Arabian writers, concerning the
glories of Cordova, relate to, the tenth century, when
our Saxon ancestors dwelt in wooden hovels and
trod upon dirty straw, when our language was un-
formed, and such accomplishments as reading and
writing were almost confined to a few monks, we can

’ 10
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to some extent realize the extraordinary civilization -

" of the Moors. . And when it is further recollected that

all Europe was then plunged-in barbaric ignorance
and savage manners, and that only where the remnants
of the Roman Empire were still able to maintain some
trace of its ancient civilization, only in_Constantinople
and some parts of Italy, were there any traces of
refinement, the wonderful contrast afforded by _ the
capital of Andalusia will be better appreciated.. »
Another ‘Arab writer says that Cordova “is a forti-
fied town, surrounded by massive and lofty stone walls,

‘and has very fine streets. It was in times of old the

residence of many infidel kings, whose palaces are still
visible within the precincts of the walls.” The inhabi-
tants are famous for their courteous and polished

manners, their superior intelligence,  their exquisite

taste and magnificence in their meals, dress, and horses.
There thou wouldst see doctors shining with all sorts -

-of learning, lords distinguished by their virtues and
‘generosity, warriors renowned for their ¢xpeditioris into
. the country of the infidels, and officers experienced in
all kinds of warfare. To Cordova came from all parts

of the world  students eager to cultivate peetry, to
study the sciences,’or to be instructed in divinity or
law ; so that it became the meeting- place of the
eminent in all matters, the abode of the learned, and
the place of resort for the studious ; its interior was
always filled with the eminent and the noble of all
countries, its literary men ‘and soldiers were con- -

“tinually vying with each other to gain renown, and

its precincts never ceased to be the arena of the dis-

tinguished, the racecourse of readers, the halting- -
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place of the noble, and the repository of the true and
virtuous, Cordova was to Andalus what the head is
~ to the body, or what the breast is to the lion.” .
Oriental praise is apt to-be somewhat high flown’;
but Cordova really deserved the praise that has been
lavished upon it. In its present state it is impossible
to form any conception of the extent and beauty of the
old Moorish capital in the ‘days of the Great Khahf
Its narrow streets of whitewashed houses convey but a
faint impression of its once magnificent extent; the °
palace, Alcazar, is in decay, and its ruins are used for
‘the vile purpose of a prison ; the bridge still spans the
Guadalquivir,however,and the noble mosque of the first -
Omeyyad is still the wonder and delight of travellers.
“But in-the time of Abd-er- -Rahman 111, or.perhaps
a little later, when a great minister .added a new
faubourg, it was-at its best.,  Historians, are divided
-as to its extent, but a length of at least ten miles -
seems|to be the most probable dimension. The banks
of the Guadalquivir were bright with marble houses,
mosques, and gardens, in which the rarest flowers and
trees of other countries were carefully cultivated,
~and the Arabs introduced their system. of 1rr10at10n
‘which the Spaniards, both before and since, have never
equalled.: The first Omeyyad Sultan imported a
. date tree from Syria, to remind him of his old home ;-
and to it he dedicated a sad little' poem to bewail his
exile. It was planted in the garden which he had
Jaid out in imitation of that of his grandfather Hisham
at Damascus, where he had played as a child. He
sent agents all over the world to bring him the rarest

¥ Makkary; i. book iii.
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exotics, trees, planté, and seeds; and so skilful ‘were
the Sultan’s gardeners that these foreign importations"
were speedily naturalized, and spread from the palace

~over all the land. The pomegranate was thus intro-

duced by means of a specimen brought from Da-
mascus. The water by which these numerous gardens
were supplled was brought from the mountains (where
vestiges of hydraulic works may still be seen) by

* - means of leaden pipes, through which it was conducted
"to numerous basins, some of gold or silver, others of

inlaid brass, and to lakes, reservoirs, tanks, and foun-
tains of Grecian marble. '

The historians tell us marvellous things about the
Sultan’s palaces, with -their splendld gates, opening
uponthe gardens or the river, or again giving entrance
tothe Great Mosque, whither the Sultan betook himself -
on Fridays, over a path covered from end to end with
rich carpets. One of these palaces was called the Palace
of Flowers, another the Palace of Lovers, a third. the -

"Palace of Contentment, and another the Palace of the

Diadem, and so forth, while one retained the name of

‘the old home of the Omeyyads,and was called *“ Damas-

”

cus” Its roofs rested upon marble columns, and its
floors were inlaid with mosaics ; and so beautiful was
it, that a poet sang, “All palacés in the world-are
nothing when compared to Damascus, for not only-

~has it gardens with'the most delicious fruits and sweet-

smelling flowers, beautiful prospects and limpid run-
ning waters, clouds. pregnant with aromatic dew, and

“lofty buildings ; but its night is -always perfumed, for -
‘morning pours on it her grey amber, and night her

black musk.” Some of the gardens of Cordova hac_i
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" tempting names, which seem to invite one to 1cpose
beside the trickling waters and enjoy the sweet scent
of the flowers and fruit. The “Garden of the Water-
wheel ” -gives one a sense of lazy enjoyment, listening
to the monotonous creaking of the wheel that pumped v
up the water to the level of ‘the’ garden beds; and the

~ “Meadow of Murmuring Waters ” must have been an
_entrancing spot for the people of Cordova in the hot

weather. . The quiet flow of the Guadalquivir was a

‘constant delight to the inhabitants; for the Eastern-

(and the Moors of Spain were Eastems in everything :
but longitude) loves nothing better than a view over
a rippling stream. It was spanned by a noble bridge
- of seventeen arches, which still testifies to the engi-
neering powers of the Arabs. The whole city was
full of noble buildings, among which were counted
" more than fifty thousand houses of the aristocracy and
official classes, more than a hundred thousand dwell-
ings for the common people, seven hundred mosques,
and nine hundred public baths. The last were an
important feature in all Moslem towns, for among the
Mohammedans cleanliness is not “ next to godliness,”
but is an essential preparation for any act of prayer
or devotion. . While the mediaval Christians forbade
washing as a heathen custom, and the monks and
nuns boasted of their filthiness, insomuch that a lady
saint recorded with pride the fact that up to the age
of sixty she had never washed any part of her body,
except the tips of her. fingers when she was going
to take the Mass — while dirt was the character- .
istic of Christian sanctity, the Moslems were careful
in the most minute particulars of cleanliness, and
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dared not appraach their God until their bodies were "

purified. When Spain had at last been restored to

Christian rulers, Philip 11, the husband of our English
Queen Mary, ordered the destruction of all public-
baths, on the ground that they were relics of infi-
delity. .
Among the great architectural beaut1es of Cordova
the principal mosque held, and still holds, the first
place. It was begun in-784 by the first Abd:er-
‘Rahman, who spent 80,000 pieces of gold upon it,
- which he got from the spoils of the ‘Goths.: Hlsham,
“his pious son, completed it, in_793, with the proceeds ;

of the sacking of Narbonne. -Each succeeding Sultan -~

" added some new beauty to the building, which is one .
of the finest examples of éarly Saracenic art in the
world. One put the gold'ph the columns and walls;
another added' a new minaret ;. another built a fresh
arcade to hold the swelling congregations. Nineteen: '
1 11isithe number of the'arcades from east to west; and
" thirty-one from north to south; twenty-one doors
éncrusted with - shining' brass. admitted the wor-
- shippers ; 1,293 columns support the roof,” and. the
sanctuary was paved with silver and inlaid with rich
mosaics, and its. clustered columns WGrevcarved and
inlaid with gold -and lapis-lazuli.- - The pulplt was
constructed of ivory and choice woods,. in. 36,000 .
separate panels, many of which were encrusted with

precious stones and fastened with gold nails. Four -

fountains for washing ‘before prayer, supplied with -
water from the mountains, ran night and day;, and
houses were built at the west side of the mosque,
where poor. travellers and homeless people were
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hbspit'ablyéntertainéd. Hundreds of brass lanterns,

‘made out of Christian bells, illumined the mosque at

night, and a great wax taper, weighing fifty pounds,
burnt night and' day at the side of the preacher
during the month of fasting. . Three "hundred at-
tendants burnt sweet-smelling ambergris and aloes
wood in the censers, and prepared the scented oil
which fed the ten thousand wicks of the lanterns:

" Much .of the beauty of this mosque still remains.

Travellers stand amazed among the forest of columns,
which open out in apparently endless vistas on all
sides. The porphyry, jasper, and marbles are still in

< their places ; the splendid glass mosaics, which artists

from- Byzantium camé to make, still sparkle like °

- jewelson the walls; the daring architecture of the
. sanctuary, with its fantastic crossed arches, is ' still ‘as

imposing as ever; the courtyard is still leafy with the
‘orange-trees that prolong the vistas. of columns. ~ As
one stands before the loveliness of the Great Mosque,
the thought goes back ‘to. the days of the glories of

.Cordova the palmy days ‘of the Great Khalif, Wthh_

never will return.’
- Even more wonderful, though not more beautlful "

“was the city and . palace of Ez-Zahra, which' Abd-er-

Rahman 111. built as a suburb to Cordova. - One of
his wives, whose name was Ez-Zahra, “the Fairest,”

to whom he was devotedly attached, once begged him
to build her a city which should be called after her

name. The Great- Khalif, like most Mohammedan

~ sovereigns, delighted in building, and he adopted

the suggestion. He at once began to found a city at

“the foot of the mountain called. the: “Hill of the
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Bride,” over against Cordova, and a few miles distant.-

Every year he spent a third of his revenues upon this.
building ; and it went on all the twenty-five remaining
years of his reign, and fifteen yeais of the reign of his
son, who made many additions to it. Ten thousand
workmen laboured daily at the task,and six thousand.
blocks of stone were cut and polished every day for
the construction of the houses of the new city. Some
three thousand beasts of burden were daily used to
cairy the materials to the spot, and four thousand
columns were set up, many of which were presents
from the Emperor of Constantinople, or came from
Rome, Carthage, Sfax, and other places, besides the
home marbles quarried at Tarragona and Almeria.
There were fifteen thousand doors, coated with iron
or polished brass. ' The 'Hall of ‘the Khalifs at the
new city had a roof and walls of marble and gold,
and in it was a wonderful sculptured fountain, a

:present from the Greek Emperor, who also sent the

Khalif a unique pearl.. In the midst of the hall was
a basin of quicksilver ; at either side were eight doors
set in ivory and ebony, and -adorned with precious
stones. When the sun shone through these doors,

‘and the quicksilver lake was set. quivering, the whole

room was filled with flashes like lightning, and the
courtiers would cover their dazzled. eyes..

The Arabian authors. delight in telling of the won-
ders of this “ City of. the Fairest,” Medinat-Ez-Zahra,
as it was called, after the. Khalif’s mistress. “We might
go to a great length were we only to enumerate all
the beauties, natural ‘as well as artificial,. contained ,
within the precincts of Ez-Zahra,” writes one.: “the




