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- PREFACE:.

_ TIIE history of Spain offers us a melancholy con-
. trast. Twelve hundred years ago, Tarik the Moor
added the land of the Visigoths to the long catalogue
of kingdoms subdued by the Moslems. For nearly
eight centuries, under her Mohammedan rulers, Spain
set to all Europe a_ shining ‘example of a civilized
_and enlightened State. Her fertile provinces, rendered
doubly: prolific by the_industry and engineering skill
of her conquerors, bore fruit an hundredfold. Cities
innumerable -sprang iip, in the- rich valleys ‘of the
,Guadeiciuivir' and the Guadiana, whose names, and
names only, still commemorate the vanished glories
of their past. Art, literature, and science prospered,
as they then prospered nowhere else in Europe.
Students flocked from France and. Germany and
England to drink from the fountain of learning which
flowed only in the cities ,o_f the Moors." . The surgeons
and-doctors of Andalusia were in the van ‘of ‘science :
women were encouraged: to devc_)t,e‘_'the_mé_elvesito
serious study, and the lady doctor was_not unknown

among _the people. of .Cordova.. Mathematics, as-
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tronomy and botany, history, philosophy and juris-
prudence were to be mastered in Spain, and Spain

_ alone. The practical work of the field, the scientific

methods of irrigation, the arts of fortification and
shipbuilding, the highest and most elaborate products
of the loom, the graver and the hammer, the potter’s
wheel and the mason’s trowel, were brought to per-
fection by the Spanish Moors. In the practice of
war no less than in the arts of peace they long stood

" supreme. Their fleets disputed the command of the

Mediterranean with the Fatimites, while their armies
carried fire and sword through the Christian marches.
The Cid himself, the national hero, long fought on

the Moorish side, and in all save education was more

than half a Moor. Whatsoever makes a kingdom
great.and prosperous, whatsoever tends to refinement
and civilization, was found in Moslem Spain.

In 1492 the last bulwark of the Moors gave way

. before the crusade of Ferdinand and Isabella, and
~with Granada fell all Spain’s greatness.. For a brief

while, indeed, the reflection of the Moorish splendour
cast a borrowed light upon the history of the land
which it had once warmed with its sunny radiance.
The great epoch of Isabella, Charles V., and Philip
11., of Columbus, Cortes, and Pizarro, shed a last
halo about the dying moments of a mighty State.
Then followed the abomination of desolation, the rule
of the Inquisition, and the blackness of darkness in
which Spain has been plunged ever since. In the

land where science was once supreme, the Spanish

doctors became noted for nothing but their ignorance
and incapacity, and the discoveries of Newton and




PREFACE. o ix

Harvey were condemned as pernicious to the faith.
‘Where once seventy public libraries had fed the minds
of ‘scholars, and half a million books had been
gathered together -at Cordova for the benefit of the
world, such indifference to learning afterwards pre-
vailed, that the new capital, Madrid, possessed no
public library in the eighteenth century, and even the
manuscripts of the Escurial were denied in our owa
days to the first scholanly historian of the Moors,

though himself a Spaniard. The sixteen thousand.

looms of Seville soon dwindled to a fifth of their ancient
number ; the arts and industries of Toledo and
Almeria faded into - insignificance; the very baths
—public. buildings of equal ornament -and use—

were ~destroyed because cleanliness savoured too -

strongly of rank infidelity. The land, deprived of the
skilful irrigation of the Moors, grew impoverished and

© neglected ; the richest and most fertile valleys lan-

guished 'and were deserted ; most of the populous
cities which had filled every district of Andalusia fell

into ruinous decay ; and beggars, friars, and bandits-

took the place of scholars, merchants, and knights.

So low fell Spain when she had driven away the -
Moors. Such is the rnelancholy contrast offered by

her history.
Happily we have here only to do with the first of

these contrasted periods, with Spain in her glory .

under the Moors, not with Spain in her degradation
under the Bourbons, We have endeavoured to pre-

sent the most salient points in the eight centuries of -

Mohammedan rule without prejudice or extenuation,
and while not neglecting the heroic characters and
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legends which appeal to. the imagination of the
reader, we have especially sought to give a clear
picture of the struggle between races and creeds
which formed the leading cause of political movement
in medieval Spain. = The student who wishes ‘to
pursue the subject further than it has been possible
to carry it in the limits of this volume should. read
the following authorities, to which we are deeply

indebted. The most important is the late Professor

- Dozy’s Histoire des Musulmans &’ Espagne (4 vols.,
Leyden, 1861), withthe same scholar’s Récherches sur
Dlistoire et la littérature de I’ Espagne pendant le moyen
dge (2 vols,, 3rd ed,, Paris and Leyden, 1881). These
‘works are full of valuable information presented in a
form which, though somewhat fragmentary, is equally
pleasing to the literary and the historical sense. ' Pro-
fessor Dozy was an historian as'well as an Orientalist,
and his volumes are at once judicious and profound.

Very useful, too, is Don Pascual de Gayangos’s trans-

lation of El-Makkary’s History of the Mohammedan
Dynasties in Spain (2 vols., London, 1843), which has

been exposed to some needlessly acrimonious criti- =

cism by Professor Dozy and others.on the score of
‘certain minor. inaccuracies, but which none the Iéss
deserves the gratitude of all students who would
‘rather - have half a loaf than no bread, and are glad to
be able to read an Arabic writer, even imperfectly, in
a European tongue. Don Pascual’s notes, moreover,
present a mass of valuable material which can. be ob-
tained nowhere else. Beyond these two authorities
- there are many Arabic historians, whose works have
been consulted  in.the composition of .the present

*r
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~“volume, but who can hardly be recommended to the

_general student, as very few of them have found
translators. A slight but very readable and instruc-
tive sketch of Arab civilization, with a glance at the
Spanish development, is found in August Bebel’s Dze

Mohammedanisch-arabische. Kulturperiode (Stuttgart, -

1884). For the last days of the Moorish domination,
Washington Irving’s picturesque Conguest of Granada,
and Sir W, Stirling Maxwell’s admirable Don Jokn of
Austria, largely drawn upon in this volume, deserve
separate reading..  All histories of the Moors written-
before the works of Gayangos and Dozy should be
studiously avoided, since they are mainly founded
upon Conde’s Dominacion de los Arabes in Espaiia, a
book of comsiderable literary merit but very slight

historical value, and the source of most of thel errors
that are found in later works.. Whether it has been

~ in any degree the foundation of Miss Yonge’s Cl7is-
tians and. Moors in Spain (the only popular history of
this period in English of which I have heard), I can-
not determine: for a glance at her pages, while
exciting my admiration, showed me that her book
was written so much on the lines which I had drawn
for my own work that I could not read it thhout risk
of involuntary imitation. '
Besides ‘my indebtédness to the works of Dozy
and Gayangos, and to the kind collaboration of Mr.
Arthur Gilman, I have gratefully to acknowledge the

assistance of my friend Mr. H. E. Watts, espec1a11y in °

-matters of Spanish orthography.
In concluslon those who are inclined to infer, from

the picture here givén of Moorish civilization, that
o oo ;
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Mohammedanism is always on the side of culture
and humanity, must turn to another volume in this .
series, my Story of the Turks, to see what Moham-
medan barbarism means. .The fall of Granada hap-
pened within forty years of the conquest of Constanti-
“nople; but the gain to Islam in the east made no
amends for the loss to Europe in the west: the Turks
were incapable of founding a second Cordova.

8. LsP .~

RICHMOND. SURREY, .
Fuly, 1886,
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y

THE LAST OF THE GOTHS.

WHEN the armies of Alexander the Great were H
trampling updn the ancient empires of the East, one 1)
country remained undisturbed and undismayed.. The
people of Arabia sent no humble embassies to the

/conqueror. | |Alexander resolved to bring the con- .
temptuous Arabs to his feet: he was préparing to. .
invade their land when death laid its hand upon him,
and the Arabs remained unconquered. o

This was more than three hundred years before
Christ, and even then the Arabs had long " been
established in independence in their great desert
peninsula. For nearly a thousand years more they .
continued to dwell there in a strange solitude. Great

“empires sprang up all around them ; the successors - z
of Alexander founded the Syrian kingdom of the - '
Seleucids and the Egyptian dynasty of the Ptolemies ;
Augustus was crowned Imperator at Rome; Constan-
tine became the first Christian emperor at Byzantium ;

2




2 . THE LAST OF THE GOTHS.

the hordes of the barbarians bore down upon the
wide-reaching provinces of the Casars—and still the
: ‘Arabs remained undisturbed, unexplored, and unsub- :
it dued. Their frontier cities might pay homage to
Chosroes or Casar, the legions of Rome might once E
' "+ and again flash across their highland wastes; but
such impress was faint and transitory, and léft the
| "Arabs unmoved. Hemmed in as they were by lands -
; : raled by historic dynasties, their deserts and their
2 valour ever kept out the invader, and from the ddys
: ' of remote antiquity to the seventh century of the
_ Christian era hardly anything was known of this
i secluded people save that they existed, and that no
M “one attacked them with impunity.

Then suddenly a change came over the character
of the Arabs. No longer courting seclusion, they came .
forth before the world;-and proceeded.in good earnest ‘
to conquer it. The change had been caused by one :
man! | 'Mohammed the Arabian Prophet began to
preach the religion of /s/am in the beginning of the
seventh century, and his doctrine, falling upon a
" people prone to quick impulses and susceptible of
strong impressions, worked a revolution. What he
I taught was simple enough. He took the old faith
3 of the Hebrews, which had its disciples in Arabia,
and, making such additions and alterations as he
thought needful, he preached the worship of One God ‘
as a new revelation to a nation of idolaters. It is .
difficult for us in the present time to understand the ’
j irresistible impulse which the simple and unemotional
g creed of Mohammed gave to the whole people of
Arabia ; but we know that such religious revolutions -
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have been, and tnat there 1s aiways a mysterlous and
potent fascination in the personal influence of a true
prophet. Mohammed was so far true, that he taught
honestly and strenuously what he believed to be the
only right faith, and there was enough of sublimity in
the creed and of enthusiasm in the Prophet and his
hearers to produce that wave of overmastering popular
feeling which people call fanaticism. The Arabs
before the time of Mdhammed had been a collection
of rival tribes or clans, excelling in the savage virtues
- of bravery, hospitality, and even chivalry,and devoted
to the pursuit of booty. The Prophet turned the Arab

tribes, for the nonce, into the Moslem people, filled .

them with the fervour of martyrs, and added to the
greed of plunder the nobler ambition of bringing all
mankind to the knowledge of the truth. /

Before Mohammed died he was master of Arabia,

and the united tribes who had embraced the Moslem-

or Mohammedan faith were already spreading over
the neighbouring lands and subduing the astonished
nations. Under his successors the Khalifs, the armies
of the Mussulmans overran Persia and Egypt and
North Africa as far as the Pillars of Hercules ; and

‘the Muezzins chanted the Call to Prayer to the_

Faithful over all the land from the river Oxus in
Central Asia to the shores of the Atlantic Ocean.’

The Mohammedans, or Saracens (a word which
means “ Easterns ”), were checked in Asia ‘Minot by
~ the forces of the Greek Emperor ; and it was not till

the fifteenth century that they at last obtained the:
long - coveted possession of Constantinople, by the

vaiour of the Ottoman Turks. So, too, at the oppo-
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site extremity of the Mediterranean, it was an officer .
of the Greek Emperor who for a while held the Arab
advance in check. The conquerors swept over the
provinces of North Africa, and, after a long struggle,
reduced the turbulent Berber tribes for a while to
submission, till only the fortress of Ceuta held out
against them. Like the rest of the southern shore of
the Mediterranean, Ceuta belonged to the Greck
Emperor ; but it was so far removed from Constanti-
nople that it was thrown upon the neighbouring
kingdom of Spain for support, and, while still nomi-
nally under the authority of the Emperor, looked
really to the King of Toledo for assistance and pro-
tection. It is not likely that all the aid that Spain
could have given would have availed against the
surging tide of Saracen invasion; but, as it hap-
pened, there was a quarrel at that time between Julian
the governor of Ceuta and .Roderick the King of
Spain, which opened the door to the Arabs.

" Spain was then under the rule of the Visigoths, or
West Goths, a tribe of barbarians, like the many
-others who overran the provinces of the Roman
Empire in its decline. The Ostrogoths had occupied
Italy; and. their kinsmen the Visigoths, displacing
or subduing the Suevi (or Swabians) and other rude
German tribes, established themselves in the Roman
province of Iberia (Spain) in the fifth century after
Christ. They found the country in the same condi-
tion of effeminate luxury and degeneracy that had
proved the ruin of other parts of the empire. Like
many warlike peoples, the Romans, when their work
was accopplished and the world was at their feet, had
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rested contentedly from their labours, and abandoned
themselves to the pleasures that wealth and security
permit. They were no longer the brave stern men
who lived simple lives and left the ploughshare to

wield the sword when a Scipio or a Casar summoned

them to defend their country or to conquer a con-
~ tinent. In Spain the richer classes were given over to

" luxury and sensuality ; they lived only for eating and

drinking, gambling and all kinds of excitement. The
mass of the people were either slaves, or, what was
much  the same thing, labourers bound to the soil,
who could not be, detached from the land they cul-
tivated but passed with it from master’ to master.

Between the rich and the slaves was a middle class .

of burghers, who were perhaps even worse off : for on
their shoulders lay all the burden of supporting the
State ; they paid the taxes, performed the civil ‘and
mumcxpal functions, and supplied the money which
the rich squandered upon their luxuries. In a society
so demoralized there were no. elements of opposition

to a resolute invader. The wealthy nobles were too

deeply absorbed in their pleasures to be easily roused
by rumours of an enemy their swords were rusty

with being too long laid aside. The slaves felt little -

interest in a change of masters, which could hardly

‘make them more miserable than they already were ; -

and the burghers were discontented with the arrange-

~ment of the burdens of the State, by which they had
to bear most of the cost while they reaped none of
the advantages. ;

Out of such men as these a strong and. resolute -

army could not be formed ; and the Goths therefore
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- entered Spain with little trouble’; the cities willingly

opened their gates, and the dlseased civilization of
‘Roman Spain yielded with hardly a blow. The truth
was that the road of the Goths had been too well
prepared by previous hordes of barbarians—Alans,
Vandals, and Suevi —to need much exertion on
their own part. The Romanized Spaniards had fully .
learned what a barbarian invasion entailed : they had
. seen their cities burnt, their wives and children carried
captives, those few leaders who showed any manly
- resistance massacred ; they had seen the consequences .
- of the barbarian scburge——plague and famine, wasted
lands, starving inhabitants, and everywhere savage
anarchy. They had learned their lesson, and meekly
admitted the Goths. _
In the beginning of the eighth: century, when"the
Saracens had- reached -the ~African shore of the

" Atlantic and were looking across the Straits of Her-

cules to the sunny provinces of Andalusia, the Goths
had bcen in possession of Spain for more than two
hundred years. There had been time enough to
reform the corrupt condition of the kingdom and to -
infuse the fresh vigour of youth which an old civiliza-
tion sometimes gains by the introduction cf barbarous
but masculine races. There were special reasons
why the Goths should improve the state of Spain.
They were not only bold, strong, and uncorrupted by
ease of life ; they were Christians, and, in their way,
very earncst Christians. ~Spain was but nominally
converted at the time of their arrival : Constantine
had indeed promulgated Christianity as the religion
of the Roman Empire, but it had taken very little
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root in the Western provinces. The advent of an
ignorant but devout race like the Goths might pro-
bably arouse a more earnest faith in the new religion
amid the worn-out paganism of the kingdom, and the

Catholic priests were full of hope for the future of .

their church. The result did not in any way justify

the anticipétibn. ‘The Goths remained devout indeed, -
but they regarded their acts of religion chiefly as

reparation for their vices; they compounded for
exceptionally bad sins by an added amount of repent-

ance, and then they sinned again without com- -

punction. = They were quite as corrupt and immoral
as the Roman nobles who had preceded them, and
their style of Christianity did not lead them to endea-
vour to improve the condition of their subjects. The
serfs were in an even more pitiable state than before.
Not only were they tied “to the land or master, but

they could not marry without his consent, and if

slaves of neighbouring estates intermarried, their

children were distributed between the owners of the.

several properties. The middle classes bore, as in
Roman times, the burden of taxation, and were con-
sequently bankrupt and ruined: the land was. still
in the hands of the few, and the large estates were
indifferently cultivated by crowds of miserable slaves,
whose dreary lives were brightened by no hope of

improvement. or dream of release before death. The:

very clergy, who preached about the brotherhood of
Christians, now that they had become rich and owned
great estates, joined in the traditional policy and
treated their slaves and serfs as badly as any Roman
noble. The rich were sunk in'the same slough of
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sensuality that had proved the ruin of the Romans,

"and the vices of the Christian Goths rivalled, if they

did not exceed, the polished wickedness of the pagans.
“King Witiza,” says the chronicler, anxious to find
some reason for the overthrow of the Christians by
the Saracens, “ taught all Spain to sin.” Spain, indeed,
knew only too well how to sin before, and Witiza

may have been no worse than his predecéssors; but

the Goths gave a fresh license to the general corrup-
tion. The vices of barbarians show often a close
resemblance to those of decayed civilization, and
in this instance the change of rulers brought no
amelioration of morals. :

Such was the condition of Spain when the Mussul-
man approached her borders. A ‘corrupt aristocracy
divided the land among themselves ; the great estates
were tilled by a' wretched and hopeless race of serfs ;
the citizen classes were ruined. On the other side of
the straits of Gibraltar were the soldiers of Islam, all
hardy warriors, fired with the fervour of a new faith,

bred to arms from their childhood, simple and rude

in their life, and eager to plunder the rich lands of
the infidels. Between two such peoples there could
be no doubt as to the issue of the fight; but to remove
the possibility of doubt, treachery came to the aid of
the invaders. ' - , '
Witiza had been deposed by Roderick, a prince
who seems to have begun his reign well, but whc
presently succumbed to the temptations of wealth
and power. His selfish pleasure-loving disposition
set fire to the combustible materials that sur-

!

* Dozy : Hist. des Mus. d’Espagne, livre ii, ch, i.
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rounded him and that needed but a spark to explode
and destroy his kingdom. It was then the custom
among the princes of the State to send their children
to the court, to be trained in whatever appertained to
good breeding and polite conduct. Among others,:
Count Julian, the governor of Ceuta, sent his daughter
Florinda to Roderick’s court at Toledo to be educated
among the queen’s waiting women. The -maiden was
very beautiful, and the king, forgetful of his honour,
which bound him to protect her as he would his own
daughter, put her to shame:* The dishonour was the
greater, since Julian’s wife was a daughter of Witiza,
‘and the royal blood of the Goths had thus been in-
sulted in the person of Florinda. In her distress the
young girl. wrote to her father, and, summoning a
trusty page, bade ' him, if he hoped- for " knightly
honour or lady’s favour, to speed with all haste,

night and day, over land and sea, till he placed the
letter in Count Julian’s hand.

Julian had. no reason to love ng.Roderxck;
his own connection with the deposed and -pro-
bably murdered King Witiza forbade fellowship
with the usurper; and his daughter’s dishonour -
fanned his smouldering rancour to a blaze of venge-
ful fury, He had so far successfully resisted the
"attacks of the Arabs ; but now he resolved no longer
to defend the kingdom of his. daughter’s destroyer.
The Saracens should have Spain if they would, and

* I reproduce this celebrated legend without vouching for its truth.
Florinda, or Cava as the Moslems call her, plays too prominent a part
in the first chapter of' Andalusian history to be ignored ; and, if her
part be fictitious, her father’s treachery at least is certain.
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he was ready to show them the way. Full of a passion

for revenge, Julian hastened to the Court of Roderick,
where he so skilfully disguised his mind that the king,
who felt some remorse and trusted that Florinda had

- kept the secret, heaped honours upon him, took his
‘counsel in everything relating to’ the defence of the

kingdom, and even by his treacherous advice sent the

" best horses and arms in Spain to the south under

Julian’s command, to be ready against the infidel

~ invaders. Count Julian departed from Toledo in the

highest favour of the king, taking his'daughter with

" him. Roderick’s parting request was that the Count -

would send him some special kind of hawks, which he -

needed for hunting; Julian made answer, that he

“would bring him such hawks as he had never in:his

life seen before, and with 'this-covert hint of the
coming of the Arabs he went back to- Ceuta.

As soon ‘as he had returned, he paid a visit to
Miisa, the son of Noseéyr, the Arab governor of North
Africa, with whom his troops had many times crossed
swords, and he told him that war was now over
between them—henceforth they must be friends. Then

. he filled the éars of the Arab. general with stories of

the beauty and richness of Spain, of its rivers and
pastures, vines and olives, its splendid cities and
palaces, and the treasures of the Goths: it was a land *
flowing with milk and honey, he said, and Misa had

Arab -was a cautious general, however ; this inviting

-proposal, he considered, might cover a treacherous
ambuscade ; so he sent messengers to his master the

.only-to go over and "take it. Julian himself would _
- show him the way, and lend him the ships. The .
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Khalif at Damascus, to ask for instructibn's and .
meantime contented himself thh sending a small

body of five hundred men, under Tarif, in 710, to
make a raid, in _]ulxan s four ships, upon the coast of

Andalusia. The Arabs had not yet become used to -

the navigation of the Mediterranean, and Miisa was

unwilling to expose more than an insignificant part -

of his army to the perils of" the deep.

Tarif returned in July, having successfully accom-
plished his mission. He had landed at the place
which still bears his name, Tarifa, had plundered
Algeciras, and seen enough to assure him that Count
Julian's tale of the defenceless state of Spain was
true, and that his own loyalty to the invaders was tc
be depended upon. St111 Miisa was not disposed to
venture much upon the mnew conquest The Khalif
of Damascus had ‘ehjoined him" on 10 ‘account to
risk_the whole’ Moslem army in unknown dangers,
and had only authorized small foraying expeditions.
Still, encouraged by Tarif’s success, Miisa resolved
upon a somewhat larger venture. - In 711, learning
that Roderick was busy in the north of his dominions,
where -there was' a rising of the Basques, Misa de-
spatched one of his generals, the Moor Tarik, with

7,000 troops, most of whom. were also Moors,® to -

make another raid upon Andalusia. The raid carried

~him further than he expected. Tarik landed at the -

lion’s rock, which has ever since borne his name,

* The word Moor is conveniently used to signify Arabs and other
Mohammedans in Spain, but properly it should only be apphed to
Berbers of North Africa and Spain.  In this volume the term is used in
its common acceptation, unless the Arabs are specially dlstmguxshed
from the Berbers.
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Gebal-Tarik, Gibraltar, and after capturing Carteya,
advanced inland. He had not proceeded far when he
perceived the whole force of the Goths under Roderick
advancing to encounter him. The two armies met on
the banks of a little river, called by the Saracens the

" Wady Bekka, near the Guadalete, which runs.into the

Straits by Cape Trafalgar.

The legend runs that some time before this, as
ng Roderick was seated on. his throne in the
ancient city” of Toledo, two old men -entered the
audience chamber. They were arrayed: in white robes
of ancient make, and their girdles were adorned with
the signs of the Zodiac and hung with innumerable -

“keys. “Kunow, O king,” said they, “that in days of

yore, when Hercules had set up his pillars at the
ocean strait, he erected a strong tower near to this
ancient city of 'Toledo, ‘and shut up 'within it a
magical spell, secured by a ponderous iron gate with
locks of steel ; and he ordained that every new king
should set a fresh lock to the portal, and foretold woe
and destruction to him who should seek to unravel
the mystery of the tower. Now,we and our ancestors
have kept the door of the tower from the days of
Hercules even to-this hour ; and though there have .
been kings who have sought to discover the secret,
their end has ever been death or sore amazement
None ever penetrated beyond the threshold. Now,
O king, we come to beg thee to affix thy lock upon -
the enchanted tower, as all the kings before thee have
done.” Whereupon the aged men departed

But Roderick, when he had thought of all they had
said, became filled with a burning desire-to enter the
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énchanted tower ‘and desplte the warnmgs of h1s
b1shops and counsellors, who told him'again that none

had evér entered the tower alive, and that even great

Czesar had not dared to attempt the entrance—- i

Nor shall it ever ope, old records say, .
Save to a king, the last of all his line,
-. What time his empire totters to decay, ' ’ N
"And treason digs, beneath, her fatdl mine, " - .-
© And hxgh above, 1mpends avengmg wrath Dmne—- .

desplte all admomtron he' rode forth one day, ac-

- companied by his cavaliers, and approached the tower.

It stood upon a lofty rock, and cllffs and prec1p1ces
hemmed it in. Its walls were of jasper and marble,

inlaid in subtle devices, which shohe in the rays of‘

the sun. The entrance was through a passage cut in
the stone, and was closed by. the great iron gate
covered with the rusty locks of all the cénturies from
the time of Hercules to Witiza; and oneither hand
stood the aged men who had come to the audience

hall. All day long did" the two old janitors, though

foreboding ill, aided by Roderick’s gay "cavaliers,

sundown, the gate was undone, and the king and his

labour to turn the rusty keys; until, when it was near .

train advanced to the entrance. The gate swung .

back,.and they entered a hall, on the other side of
which, guarding-a second door, stood ‘a’ gigantic
bronze figure of terrible aspect, which wielded a hugé
mace unceasingly and dealt mighty’ blows upon the
earth around. '

When Roderick saw this figure, he was drsmayed
awhile ; but* secing on its breast the words, “I do

‘my duty,” he plucked up courage and conJured it te

3
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let him pass in safety, for he meant no sacrilege, but.
only wished to learn the mystery of the tower. - Then
the figure stood still; with its mace uplifted, and the
king and his followers passed beneath it into the
second .chamber. 'They found this encrusted with
precious stones, and in its 'midst was a table, set there

. 'by Hercules, and on it a casket, with the inscription,
. “In this coffer is the mystery of the Tower. The

hand of none but a king can open it; but let him
beware, for wonderful things will be disclosed to him,
which must happen before his death.” - :

" When the king had opened the coffer, there was
nothing in it but a parchment folded between two

plates of copper ; on it were-figured men on horse-.-

back, fierce of countenance, armed with bows and sci-
mitars, and above them was the motto, “ Behold, rash
man, those who shall hurl thee from thy throne and
subdue thy kingdom.” “And as they gazed upon the’

. picture, on a sudden they heard the sound of warfare,
“'and saw, as though in a cloud, that the figures of the

strange horsemen began to move, and the plcture
became a vision of war :
So to sad Roderick’s eye, in order spread,
Successive pageants filled that mystic scene,
Showing the fate of battles ere they bled,
And jssue of events that had not been.
“ They beheld before them a-great field of batt]e
where Christians and Moors were engaged in deadly
conflict. They heard the rush and tramp of steeds,
the blast of trump and clarion, the clash of cymbal,
and the stormy din of a thousand drums. = There was

/

“-the flash of swords and maces and battle-axes, with
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- the whistling of :arfows and ' the hurling of darts and =~
‘lances. The Christians quailed. before the foe. The -
infidels pressed upon’ them and put them to utter
rout ; the standard of the Cross was cast down, the
banner ‘of Spain was trodden under foot; the air:
resounded with shouts of triumph, with yells of fury, -

. and with the groans of dying men. Amidst the flying
squadrons King Roderick beheld a crowned warrior,
whose back was turned towards him, but whose

armour and’ device were his- own, and who was .

mounted- on a white steed that resembled his own

war-horse Orelia. In the confusion of the fight, the =

warrior was dismounted, and was no longer seen
-to be, and Orelia galloped wxldly through the ﬂeld of
battle without a r1der g

When the king and his- attendants fled dismayed

from the enchanted tower, the great bronze figure

had disappeared, the two aged janitors lay dead at
the ‘entrance, and amid various stormy portents of
nature the tower burst into a blaze, and every stone
- was consumed and scattered to the winds ; and ‘it is

_ related that wherever its ashes fell to the earth there -

was seen a drop of blood.
- The mediazval chroniclers, both Christian and Arab
dehghted to relate portents such as these:. '
Legend and vision, prophecy and sign,

Where wonders wild of Arabesque combine
With Gothic imagery of darker shade; =~

and we read how both sides of the approachmc com-.

bat were cheered or dismayed by omens of various

- Washmgton Irvmg The Conquest of Spain, Bohn's ed., 378 . ;
. American adition, Spanish Papers, vol. i. p. 42.
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" kinds. The Prophet himself is said to have appeared -
to Tarik, and to have bidden him be of good courage,

to strike, and to conquer; and many like fables are
related. . But whatever may have been: the' dreams
and visions. of the armies then encamped over against
one another near the river Guadelete, the result of the

combat was never doubtful. Tarik, indeed, although '

he had been reinforced with 5,000 Berbers,commanded
still but a little army of 12,0c0 troops, and Roderick

had six times as many men to his back. But the \

invaders were bold and hardy men, used to war, and

~ led by a hero ; the Spaniards were a crowd of ill:
treated slaves, and among their commanders were .

treacherous nobles. The- kinsmen of Witiza were
there, obedient to the summons of Roderick ; butthey

~intended to desert to.the enemy’s side in the midst of -

the battle and win the day for the Saracens. They
had no- idea- that they were betraying Spain. They
thought that the invaders were only in search of
booty ; and that, the raid over and the booty secured,
they would go-back to Africa, when the line of Witiza
would be restored to its ancient seat. And thus they’

~lent a hand to the day’s work which placed the fairest

provinces of Spain for eight centuries under the ‘
" Moslem domination.

When the Moors saw the mlorhty army that Rode- -

rick had brought against them, and beheld the king
in his splendid armour under a magnificent canopy,

their hearts for a moment sank within them. But A
. Tarik eried-aloud, “ Men,. before. you is: the enemy,:

and the sea is at your backs.. By Allah; there is o

¥

escape for you save. in valour and resolution;” ‘And"
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they plucked up courage ‘and shouted “We will follow _
 thee, O Tarik,” ‘and rushed after their general into the
fray The battle lasted a whole week, and- prodigies
of valour are recorded on both sides. Roderick rallied
"“his army again and again.; but the desertion of the
partisans of . Wltlza turned the fortune of the field
and 1t became the scene of a dlsastrous rout. -

_The hosts _of Don Rodngo were scattered in dxsmay,

‘When lost was the eighth battle, nor heart nor hope had.they 3
He, when he saw that field was lost, and all his hope was flowa,
He turned hxm from his flying host,-and took'his way alone.

All stained and strewed with dust and blood, like to some smouldermg
* brand :

Plucked from the flame, Rodrigo showed : hxs sword was in his hand

But it was hacked into a saw of dark and purple tint :

Hls Jewelled mall had many a flaw, his helmet many a dint,

He chmbed into a’ }ull top, the hxghest he could see,’

‘Thence all about of that wide rout his last long look took he
Hesaw his royal bannets, where they lay'drenched and torn,
He heard the cry of victory, the Atab’s shout of scorn.

'He looked for the brave captains that led the hosts of Spain,

But all were fled except the dead, and who could count the slain?
Where'er his eye could wander, all bloody was the plain, - :
And while thus he said, the tears he shed ran down his cheeks like rain :- -

€¢ Last night I was the King of Spain—to-day no king am I';
Last night fair castles held my train—to-night where shall I lie? ’
Last night a hundred pages did serve me on the knee— °
To-night not one I call my own—not. one pertains to me.

O luckless, luckless was the hour; and cursed was the day, . -
When I was born to have the power of this great seniory !
Unhappy me, that I should see the sun go down to-night !

O Death, why now so slow art thou, why fearest thou to smite?*

So runs the old Spanish. ballad ; but the fate of
Rodeuck has remained a mystery to this day ‘His

. Lockhart H Spnmsh Ballads.
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horse and sandals were found on the river bank the
day after the battle ; but his body was not with them.
Doubtless he was drowned and washed out to the

- great ocean, But the Spaniards would not believe -
_ this. . They clothed the dead king with a holy mys- - .~

tery which assuredly did not enfold him when alive.
They made the last of the Goths into a}egendary' '
saviour like King Arthur, and believed that he would
come again from: his resting-place in some ocean "
isle, healed of his wound, to lead the Christians once:
more against the infidels. In the Spanish legends,

Roderick spent the rest of his life in pious acts of . .

penance, and .was slowly devoured by snakes  in

punishment for the sins he had committed, until at last

his erime was washed out, “ the body’s pang had spared

~ the spirit’s pain,” and Don Rodrigo ” was suffered :
" to depart to the peaceful isle, whence his countrymen

long awaited his triumphant rctum.
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THE WAVE OF CONQUEST.

“O COMMANDER -of the ‘Faithful, these are not
common conquests ; .they: are like_thes meeting of
the nations on the Day of Judgment.” Thus wrote
Misa, the Governor of Africa, to the Khalif Welid,
describing the victory of the Guadalete.  There is
little ;won'der that the Saracens stood amazed at th:
completeness of their triamph.  Leaving the: regions

of myth, with which the Spanish- chroniclers have

surrounded the fall of Roderick, it is matter of sober
history that the victory of the Guadalete gave all Spain
into the hands of the Moors. Tarik and his twelve
thousand Berbers had by a single action won the
whole peninsula, and it needed but ordinary energy
and promptness to reduce-the feeble resistance which

some of the cities still offered. The victor lost no .: i

time in following up his success.. In defiance of an
order from Miisa, who was bitterly jealous of the un-
expected glory which had come to his Berber lieu-
tenant, and commanded him to advance -no further,
the . fortunate general .pushed’ on without delay.

: ﬂDividin’g his forces into three brigades, he spread .

them over the peni‘nsula,.'and reduced city after city
with little difficulty. . Mughith, one of his officers,

|
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~was despatched with seven hundred horse to seize ﬁ‘_

» Cordova. Lying hid till darkness came on, Mughlth Co

" stealthily approached thecity. A storm of hail, which 'il

the Moslems regarded as a special favour of Providence, '.

muffled the clatter ‘of their horses’ hoofs. A shep- a

herd pointed out a breach in the walls, and here the k

Moors determined to make the assault. One of them,

more active than the rest, climbed a fig-tree which \

‘ grew beneath the breach, and thence, springing on :

\ to the wall, flung the end of a long turban to the \
* others, and pulled them up-after him. They instantly i

surprised the guard, and threw open the gates to the i
main body of the invaders, and the town was captured
with hardly a blow. The governor and garrison took \

. * refuge in a convent, where for three months: they
W ’ were closely beleaguered. - When (at length they sur-
i rendered, Cordova-was left in the keeping of the
i : Jews, who had proved themselves staunch allies of the
4 = 2 'Mosletas in the campaign, and who ever afterwards
cenjoyed great consideration at the hands of the con-
querors, The Moors-admitted them to their intimacy,
and, until very late times, never persecuted them as the
Gothic priests had done, Wherever the arms of the
R Saxjacens penetrated, there we shall always find the
Jewsin close pursuit : while the Arab fought, the Jew
trafﬁcked, and when the ﬁghting' was over, Jew and
Moor and Persian joined in that cultivation of learning
and philosophy, arts and sciences, which preéminently

-ilxlstmgmshed the rule of the Saracens.in the dedle
ges

With the’ cooperatlon of the ]ews, and the terror
of the Spaniards, Tarik’s conquest proceeded apace.
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~ Archidona was occupied without a struggle : the
inhabitants had all fled to the hills, Malaga surren-
?iered, and Elvira (near where Granada now stands)
was stormed. The mountain passes of Murcia .were
defended, by Theodemir for some time with great
valour and prudence; but at last, being over-persuaded
into offering a pitched battle on the plain, the Chris:
tian army was cut to pieces, and Theodemir escaped
with a single page to the city of Orihuela. There he
‘practised an ingenious deception upon his pursuers.
‘Having hardly any men left in the city, for the youth
of Murcia had fallen in the field, he made the women
put on male attire, arm themselves with helmets and
long rods like lances, and bring their hair over. their

chins as though they wore beards. Then he lined the -

ramparts with this strange garrison, and when the
enemy approached in the shades of evening, they were
disheartened to see the walls so well defended. Theo-
demir then took a flag of truce in his hand, and put
a herald’s tabard on his page, and they two sallied
forth to capitulate, and were graciously received by the
Moslem gerieral, who did not recognize the prince. “I
come,” said Theodemir, “on behalf of the commander
-of this city to treat for terms worthy of your magnani-
" mity and of his dignity. You perceive that the city
is capable of withstanding a long siege; but he is
desirous of sparing the lives of ‘his soldiers. Promise
that the inhabitants shall be at diberty to depart un-
~molested with their property, and the city will be
delivered up'to you to-morrow morning without a
blow ; otherwise we are prepared to fight untxl not a
man be left.” - The articles of capitulation were then
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-

drawn out; and when the Moor had afﬁked his seal, .

. Theodemir took the pen and wrote his signature,

‘"

“Behold in me,” said he, “ the governor of the city !
At the dawn of day the gates were thrown open, and
the Moslems looked to see a great force issuing forth,
but beheld ‘merely Theodemir and his page, in bat-
tered armour, followed by a multitude of old men,

"women, and - children, “Where are the soldiers,”

asked the Moor, “ that I saw lining the walls last

_evening ?” “ Soldiers have I none,” answered - Theo--

demir. “ As to my garrison, behold it before you.

~ With these women did I ‘man mdy walls.;-.and this

page is my herald, guard, and retinue!” - So struck

“was the Moorish General with the boldness and inge- .

nuity of the trick which had been playcd upon him,

-that he made- Theodemir governor of the | province

of Murcia, ;which was- ever afterwards - known in
Arabic as “ Theodemir’s land.” ‘Even in these early
days the Moors knew and practised the principles of

- true “chivalry. They had already won that title to
-knightliness which many centuries later compelled the

victorious Spaniards to address them as “ Knights of '

- Granada, Gentlemen, albeit Moors :’

- Caballeros Granadinos
Aunque Moros hl_]OS d’algo.

Meanwhlle Tarik had pressed on to Toledo the
capital of the Goths. He was seeking for the Gothic
nobles, - At Cordova he had’ looked to meet them,
but they had fled ; at ‘Toledo, which the ]ews
delivered into his hands the nobles were not to be
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mountains of the Asturias. Traitors, like the fafnily,
of Witiza  and. Count Julian, alone ‘remained, and
these were rewarded with posts of government. The
rest of - the nobility had disappeared ; the country . ,
- was abandoned to the Moors. Spain had become, in < 4t
* fact/a proyincé _of the vast empire of the Arab Khalifs, - . it
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“who held their court ‘at Damascus and S\vayed an i
empire that stretched from the mountains.of India to
the pillars of Hercules.. What remained to be. done
towards the pacification of Spain was cffected by
‘Miisa, who, when, he heard of Tarik’s continued
_career of success, - sailed in all haste across the -
Str?.its, followed by his Arabs, to take his full share
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-of the glory. He crossed in' the sumnier of it
.with_eighteen.thousand men, and, after reducmg Car-
-mona, Seville, and Merida, joined Tarik at Toledo.
- The meeting: between the conqueror and his supérior
‘officer was not friendly.-~ Tarik went for th "to receive .
.the governor of ‘the West with all ‘honour, but Misa
struck him with a whip, overwhelmed him with repri-
mands for exceeding his instructions, and, declaring’
that it was impossible to-entrust the. safety of the
Moslems to such rash and impetuous Ieadihg, threw
him ‘into prison. - When this act of jealous tyranny
‘came to the ears of the Khalif Welid he summoned _
Misa to Damascus, and restored Tank to his com- -
mand in Spain. . »
Before returning. to Syria, Miisa had stood upon .
the Pyrences and seen a vision of European conquest.
His recall interrupted his further advance; but others
soon pushed forward. An Arab governor, as eatly
as 719, occupled the southern part'of Gaul, called
Septimania, with the cities' of Carcasonne and Nar-
‘bonne, and from these centres he began to make
raids upon Burgundy -and Aquitania Eudes, Duke
of Aqu1tama administered a total defeat to the .
Saracens under ‘the walls of Toulouse in 721 but
this only diverted their course more to the west.
-They sacked Beaune, exacted tribute from Sens,
seized Avignon in 730, and made numerous raids
- upon: the neighbouring districts. - The new governor
-of 'Narbonne,” Ahd-er-Rahman, resolved upon the
:conquest of all'Gaul. ~He had. already checked the
.operations of Eudes; who ‘presumed, after his victory
.at Toulouse, to carry the war into the Saracens’ coun-
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try ; ‘and now he attacked the Tarraconalse ‘and
boldly invaded Aquitaine, defeated -Eudes on the

. banks of the Garonne, captured Bordeaux by assault,

+and in 732 marched on in triumph. towards Tours .
where he had heard of the tréasures of the Abbey of
~ St.'Martin. " Between Poictiers and Tours he was
"'met by Charles, the son of Pepin the Heristal, then'
- virtual King of France, for the feeble Meérovingiari
- sovereign, Lothair, had- no voice to oppose-the ‘will of
his powerful Mayor of-the Palace. The- Saracens

went joyfully to the fight. They expected a second
field of the Guadalete, and looked to See fair France :

their- prey’ from Calais- to Marseilles. An issue
“momientous for Europe ‘was to- be' decnded and

the conflict that ensued .has rightly’ been numbered '

among the fifteen decisive battles of the worId - The ,
question. to be judged by force :of arms was whether.
Europe was to 'be. Christian: or Mohammedarni— -
wheéther the future Noétre Darne was to be a church
or'a mosque—perhaps even whether St. Pauls when
it .came to be built, should echo the chant of ‘the

Agnus Dei .or' the muttered prayers of Islam.  Had i

not. the Saracens been checked at Tours' there is

no reason to suppose that they would have stopped /

at:the. English Channel. But; as fate decreed,
the tide' of . Mohammedan invasion had reached its
limit, and the ebb was about to set in. Charles

and his :Franks were' no emasculate race hke the e

Romahized Spaniards' and Goths. They -were at

least.as'hardy and valorous' as the' ‘Moors thernselves' :

and. their magnificent stature gave them an: advantage
: yvhlch could: not faxl to: tell. SIX days were spent in
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partial engagements, and then on the seventh came a

o general melley. . Charles cut through the ranks of .
TN the Moslems with irresistible might, dealing right and
left such ponderous blows that from that day he was
called Charles Martel, “ Karl of the Hammer.” His’
Frankish followers, inspired by their leader’s prowess,
*bore down upon the Saracens with crushing fofce;
and the whole array of the Moslems broke and fled in
: utter rout. The spot was long and shudderingly
FEPR . known in Andalu51a by the name of the “ Pavement'
of Martyrs.” : £
4 The danger to Western Europe was averted. So
' crushing was the disaster that the Moors of Spain
-never again, during all the -centuries that they ruled-
in the south, attempted to invade France. They -
; retained, indeed, their hold of Narbonne and the dis-
(S tricts bordering .the northern slopes of the Pyrenees ~
e -~ for some time longer (until 797), and even ventured
il ...-upon-foraying raids into Provence. But here their
ambition ceased.. The battle of Tours had once for
all vindicated the independence of France, and set a -
bound to the Moslem conquests. Like the swelling
tide of the sea, the Saracen hordes had poured over
the.land ; and now, through the Hammerer of the
Franks, a voice had spoken: “Hitherto shalt thou
; come and no further, and here shall thy proud waves
B be stayed.”

On the other hand, the kmgs of :France were so
deeply. impressed with the courage of their Moslem
- neighbours, that, though they too delighted in occa-
sional forays, once only did they attempt the subjuga-
tion of Spain. Charlemagne, the second Alexander,




