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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION,

R

’l HE. thlrd edltron of thlS lrttle “Gu1de ” requlres but a br1ef :

: mtroductlon to 1ts readers, - The purpose Wlth whlch it was or1g1-‘ ;

‘nally wntten we have endeavoured to explam fully in® the preface

1o the hrst Edltron, and the fact of “having’ reached a’ Thll‘d
; Edrtlon encourages the hope that in splte of some shortcommgs,
1t hasnot altogether failed in the obJect wh1ch we had in view.

Our grateful thanks are due to many readers and correspon-,i
- dents. for ﬂattermg expresswns of approval and for thelr cour- '

teous assrstance in brmgmg to our knowledge numerous facts of Y ,
. f‘_,':,-lnterest whlch ‘with - mformatlon from various other sources, has
enabled us to make the notlces of several factorles more complete*
“and valuable for ‘reference. These 1mportant addltlons, supple-A '

the text. throughout will ‘prove to our ‘readers an’ earnest desrre S

" accorded, we look forward to the' pleasure of mtroducmor to thelr; & G

notice- many’future edlthIIS of thrs unpretentlous, but we trust

useful l:ttle book = D 3 £ % A‘;
: ';‘_F;RJEDERICK;« LITCHFIELD;.' e

K 3 i ST
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e mented by an mdex fresh 1llustratlons, and a careful revision of

- to, ment their approbatlon and with, thelr kmd encouragement el




PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.
THE few months that have elapsed since the First Edition of this
little work was pubhshed have not been sufﬁcxently eventful to
" cause any very matenal alterations to be necessary, some omis-
sions have been made good, many errors rectified,’ and a few
representative quotations from recent public sales added, wh1ch

“‘may be of use: ‘ o

It cannot be too earnestly requested that collectors, or firms

\ connected with the manufacture or sale of hlgh class porcelaln, o,
will commumcate w1th the author respecting any new fabrlc, or ‘

' any fact of interest, which may corne under their notice, of which

i *a record may fall wlthinthe’ scheme and lpurpose of this little

‘ ‘ ‘gulde—that of supplymg the collector with some pract1cal mf'or-

mation, in a convenient form, and ata small cost.” : o /

FREDERICK 'LITCHFIELD.

A N i S o
HANWAY STREET, OXFORD STRELT. W.,
August 1880, - .




IT may be a very imperfect deﬁnrtlon of a preface, to say that

it is an excuse for 1ntrudmg the author’s work upon pubhc
notice, but, in these days ‘of an " overstocked press, when there

‘seems some' danger of having more writers than readers, an

apology appears necessary. ‘
The operation, for which the term “art furmshmg % has of late

.years become the acknowledged title, bemg now 'so fashlonable,

and that class of decoration known as brrc-a—brac, entering so

considerably-into the arrangement of the houses of the well- to-'.
‘do, has caused the writer to think that a short account of the

hrstory of Pottery and Porcelain, with an alphabetical list of
the different ceramrc factories and their drstlnguxshmg marks,
together with some practical hints and cautions to the collector,
would be opportune and useful ’

“The books on the subject already pubhshed are mostly de-
partmental and expensrve while the present little work, though
unambitious from a literary stand-pomt will, it is hoped, be
found comprehensive so far as it goes, at the same time giving
references to the different larger works, which the more studious
reader can consult'for detailed and minute mformatron.

It may be affirmed without egotlsm that a man who has a

fair knowledge ‘of his business, knows consrderably more techni- .

cally, and somewhat more generally, of the particular department

'PREFACE. = = -




Cviii . PREFACE.

of commerce’ in ‘which he is engaged, than one who has not the

same opportunity of acquiring practmal experience ; and though

it might be argued that reﬁnement of taste might ex15t without,
or even with very “little technical knowledge, and ,that such

technical knowledge and commercial instincts, amply sufficient
- for the purposes of buymg and selhng advantageously, would not
necessarily conduce either to a love of art, or even an acquaint- .

ance with its higher prin'eiples, still, in- matters where -money
values have to be computed, the dealers experlence should be
useful in guldmg the uninitiated.

It is with the putpose of spreadlng a Wldel‘ knowledge of the
“Potter’s Art,” of making “Old China” mterestmg to many who

have looked upon its acqulsmon as a kind of mama, and of
a1d1ng those who have ‘the taste for collecting, to do so with

advantage, ‘and W1th fewer of those disappointments to, whlch

the unwary amateur is subJected by. the deceptlon of unscru-
“pulous persons, or the errors of Jgnorant ones, that these pages

have been penned. That they may be successful in even a small
degree, is the sincere wish of S , I

f THE AUTHOR.

R ]
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' CURRENT PRICES OF OLD CHINA.

WiTH a view of mformmg the collector of the current prices of
specimens of old china, the following quotations from recent public

« sales are’ glven showing the amounts realised by certain representa-
tive specimens, : :

It mdy be remarked generally of auctxon prices, that any judgment
formed. upon' them, should 'be 'qualified by some knowledge of the
circumstances of the (sale ; fartistic objects have doubtless a certain

“value, that may be called “a standard price,” such a value, in fact,
s '3 'competent valuer for probate would estimate, but this will be
exceeded more or less, in a fashionable auction room, according to
the temper and resources of wealthy collectors or speculative dealers ;

: “the quotations, therefore, only serve to indicate the dizection of taste
at the present time as applied to the collection of old porcelain, -
" The enormous prices given at the sale of Dr. Shuldham’s collec-
~tonin February last, for blue and white nankm prove, that although

“the ‘extravagant rage for this pure form of ceramic decomtlon has

subsided, still, if specimens of undoubted quality and remarkable
- size are offered for sale, there is little falling off in their value, - )

v The sale of Mr. Callanders Bristol figures must have taught the

‘observer of the market, that, the decline in value of old English china,

second and third-rate specir}xens the high pi‘ices given for such,
threc or four years ago, being due, more to the eagerness of many
to participate m a fashionable craze, than to any real love, or feeling
for the subject. "It is the development of taste, assisted by much . -
! ‘that has been written, and by the spirited endeavours of our South

W s only conspicuously manifest in the comparative worthlessness' of

* . Wensington authorities, that has caused a demand for more informa- "

¢
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* xii CURRENT PRICES OF OLD CHINA.

tion, and as a result, the average collector knows considerably more \
now, than he did some few years ago when the rage was at its .

height, and persons bought recklessly any ill-modelled, ill-coloured

. specimens that were dignified by the magic titles of Bow or Chelsea.

This so-called rage is now very much modified, and in its place
we have a.calmer, more deliberate, and dlscrlmmatlnc mode of-
collecting, that is healthier and more satlsfactory The amateur
is iore wary, but he is still generous to his hobby, and we contend,
that the highest quality of old English porcelain, be it Chelsea,

. Bristol, Bow, Plymouth or Worcester will, always command a fair

price, . ~

“The large sum given for a fine plaque of Wedgwood (see table of
pnces), at Christie’s in May last, shows the growing appreciation of
this great master’s work. The plaque was made expressly for the
ancestor.of the gentleman who'sold it, and it would be interesting
to know how much was origzinally paid for such a specimen, It may

“safely be asserted, that a sum of one’ hundred pounds expended on .

Wedgwood ware, with moderate Juddment forty years ago, would
now produce a return of ten times the amount, reckoning the prices
at which genuine specimens.are now changing hands. e

* The value of old Dresden and Sévres, of the best per1ods has been

gant figures of /the previous year or two, simply because spec1mens
of the extraordinary kind, have not been offered for sale,  An
instance, however, occurred, only a short time ago, of the high price
of Sévres china, when an eminent firm of auctioneers valued a small
table, ornamented with some fifteen or twenty plaques’ of fine Sévres,

- and painted in flowers only, at the enormous sum of ‘ten thousand

guineas, and this was a. probate valuatlon of the late Duke of
Portland’s collection, - ' 4 S

As regards modern' decorative porcelain, we find, that when sold
by auction, the productions of the Royal Saxony, Factory brmg
prices, approximating more closely to their cost, than those of any

‘other fabric, excepting of course, such English plaques as have

been painted by favourite artists, but this is simply on account of
the decorator’s merit and fame, and does not therefore apply to the
general productlons of the manufactor Y. - -

o

continually. rising, , and recent sales are only wanting in the extrava-. : -
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» B T . " October 1883,
THERE is :littlé to add to the above reinarl;s, written three years since, Some
quotations of later date,.and particularly a‘ few representative ones from the’
Hamilton Palace sale, will-be of use to the collector as a reference, .
. With the exception of a further reduction in the prices of blue and white,
and of the inferior kinds of English porcelain, the different classes of speci-
mens . appear to hold ‘rﬁuch the same rank respectively 'in the collector’s

published. - R 0 o ety
A few wealthy Qollectoi‘s still vie with each other in the possession of really
fine specimens of old - Sévres, Oriental, or ]jresden, and when these are
moinited in gilt metal of the Louis Quinie.perio_d, the most extravagant prices
are given both at public auction or in private trjea‘.ty with the dealer. ;
_ Themost rémarkable instance of this occuriéd when Mr, Leyburn Popham’s " -
collection was sold at ‘Christie’s in March 1882, and -a celadon vase about
twenty-four inches high, mounted in the best manner, fétched £2300.
The effect of the Hamilton Palace sale which occupied so mich of last year’s
season, was.to cause excitement, and inflate prices.for a ‘short.‘time_with a
reaction afterwards, but i_t«aﬁ'gcte& the value of old porcelayin less than _that of
fine furniture and other decorative objects, from the fact that there wete com
"paratively few really first-class specimens ;—it may bé .added for the reader’s
guidance that as a_rule when any of these have since comme to 'the hammer,
substantially less has been realised than at the famous sale which cértainly
Ucaused more excitement’ than ‘any within the’ recollection of " the - pre;sent

generation, - L S S TR e e e oo
- - As a matter of individual taste and obini'on I may aaq, thﬁt\coﬁ;par/ed with .

the enormous prices given for specimens of certain special classes of porcelain, it

4ppears tome strange that many real]ybeautifull);modelled and decorated pieces

of old Italian and Spanish factories should change hands at such small-p\riges,}

and this is also true of the miore delicate groups and figures of F rankenthal, A

- really good specimen of Venetian, Le Nove Baésano, or of Buén-Retiro, t'ho_ughr ;
scarce, may be bought for-a small price, because ‘the attention of the most

the more eagerly sought after, and fashionable VCIa:sses of their hobby, o
: .« ., . FRED. LITCHFIELD, .

Pl

25 .ADDISON GARDENS, KENSINGTON. - - - :

#

estimation, as they did when the previous edition of this little guide was -

wealthy collectors has not been turned to these, the preference beihg givento. .
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