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THE,. tJÚrd. edition oE this Jittle ".Guide.". requi~es ;but.a'br.ief .'
, 'introd~ctio~ to' it~ re~aer~.~:rhipu~pos~ ·.~ith·wh·ich·it was,·qrigi-· .

.':. nally /written' w~ 'have' ~nde~v~ur~dt~explaiÍ1'f~lly,iti ~:th~ p~~face'.

,'to the"First:Edition~.an~;the fácLo('ha~ing'reach.ed~a'Third"
/ '.' ." O'" ,.' ..., • " " ' .. '. . .. .: ., ...•. , o '., '., •

,'. Ediiibh :encourages the hope that, in spiteof some' ~hórtcomirigs;'

ithas·not 'altógether failed i~the objéct~hichwehad in: vi~w~'

I~ Ou; gr~.tefrilthank(are4ue~om~ny\r.e~ders."~ndc~rrespbn:>.
dents~ for flattering '" expressions of. ápproval~,and ,for;'their¡· tou~-:::',' .

:. teo~sa~sista~ce)p.b~ing'¡ñ~ :to' our. k .o\'Vledge .nn~~~ou(fa~ts:~of '~,'"
~.. ;;../iriterest, 'which~' 'with.· info;pi~tiqn:: Jrom/'variqus 'otIler :sou~c~s;:qas "" .

. 'en:ábled~ti~to 'm'aké thé nO,tiées' of s~veiaLfa~toiiés:m6retotÍ1pi~t~'..

imd v~luaHí~ f~r 'referen~¿:;·Thes.e ~.important: additions>~~pple-",
, meI)ted..: by an·. i'~de~, fresh' i1histr~tio.ns,~nda 'c'arefhlrevisioririf: .,

.tbetext. thro~ghout,will':pro~e"to"o~r~·reáders:·a~:eat~ést·desire·,..

.. tb. ~~rit 'thei~ ·.approhati~n;a~d· with~ thei~~kind' é'nco~~~ge~e'rtt >'
"~ccorded~ we'1<~~k fo~ward' i; the'pl~as~re' oí: introdu~ing·to:t~ei~;·:·'
.' notiée. m~riY(fut~re .editi·ons. óí. this ul1pretentious~ hut~'we' trpst,~:.:· .' ."
usefullittlebook.. ···• ' ., \, -/ ' •.' '''' ~ ." ,'.,. ,'..'

.' , ;. FREDIÚiICi{;.LITc'FbnEL¡}), 1.

"', .<' ", " ~
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PREFACE TO 'THE SECOND EDITION.

'-l'

'THE few mont~s that have\ elapsed sirlce the First Edition of this

,Httle ~ork was pubÜ~hed, have not b'een ~ufficient1yevent~ul to

:cause any ,vetym~teriál alterations to, be ,necessary; sorne, oruis-

" sions ,have bee~ made' good; ma~y ~rrors' rectified, I and·a few '

representative quotations [rom 'recent public salés added, which
. . .. . , .'.

may be of use;

1t cannot ~,be too' e,arnestly -request~d that colIe<;tors, o~firms
" " . h,' '.erafi

'con~ected with the manufacture or sale of hign-class porcela~n,

will' ~ommunicate ,~ith the author respe~ting,~ny new Jab~ic, oi '
.~ny fact of interest,which may ¿omé~ndet their notice, of which

.. ' ". .' . , \

a record may fall within thé schemé and purpose of ihis little

, :guide-~hat or' supplyin~ 'thecoI1ector with ,sorne practica,i infor­

m'ation, in a convenie~t form, andat':as~all cost.-

FREDER1CK LITCHFIELD.

. -'

I "

~ '. ,'/. -' .

.HANWAY'STREET, OXFORD STREET:' W~,

A ugmt 1880. _'

,J:' '(Jl •.~

'1

,1
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., PREFACE.. "

, IT ri:ay be' a .very iÍnperfect definition of a.preface"to say that

if is an excuse. Jor, intruding 'the author's work upon p'ublic_

notice, but, ,in these" days 'of an :overstocked ptess, when there '\

.seems ,some' d~nger oí having 'morewriters than rea~ers, an

~pology ~ppears necessary. , .'. ' . .'
The operation, for which' the term" art-f~rnishirig\"has oflate

/years beéome' the acknowledged title, béirig now so f~shiona,bie,

añO. tbat dass of decoration imo:wn as b.ric-a-brac, entering .so

cons'¡derably into the arrangement of the houses o(the well-to-',

, do, has caused the write~' to tbi~k that' ~ sllOlt acco'unt of the,

hist?ry of P~tte~y ami Porcélaih, 'with !~n" alphaoeticallist of

the different ceramic factories an~l their distinguishing marks,

together ~with s~me practical hints and ca~'tions to the collector,

would'be opp,Ortune ~nd'useiu~ ..·. '.. - '.

'The books .on the subject 'alteady published. are mostly" de·

partmentaland "expensive ; 'whil~ the. preseDtlittle work, .though
. '.' - \ . .'.

unambitious from a literarystand~point,\wil1, it ishop~d, be

fo~n~ .compréhensive so. far as· it' go~s, at tbe. 's~~e time giving

.references to the different Iargerwo~ks, which· the, ~ore studious

reader can consult'for detailed, and ~inute ·information. I

It ~'ay be affirmed ~ithout eg~ti~m that,a ~~n' ~ho. has a

. fair'kn6wledgeof hi!? business,knows considerably more techni­

,. cally, anq. somewhat more geneniUy, '~f the' particúlar department1

1•
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THE AUTHOR.

PREFACE.viii

of"commerce'"in 'Which he is engag~d,. than ·onewho has not the

same opportunity of acquiring practical experience; and though·, ..
. .' . " .

.itmight be argued that tefinement of taste' might exist without,
. . " .' .

·o:r: even wit,h very'little technical. ,knowledge, ,and ,that such

technical knowledge an~commercial instin~ts, ampIy sufficient·

for the purposes oLbuyingand sellihgadvantageously, would not

ne,cessari1y conduce either to a love 'of art, or even a~, ,acqúaint~ .

.flnce with its higher prinCipIes, still, in· mat~ers where 'moriey

values' have to, be cómputed, the dealer's' experien~e 'shouldbe

useful 'in griidingtlie uninitiated.
~' ,

I~ is with the purpose 9f spreadinga wlder knowledge of the

'~Potter's Art," of making "Old China" inter~stiÍ1g t~ ,many ~h~ .

'. haye looked' upon its acquisition as a kindof mania, ,and, of "

, . aiding 'those who. hav~ 'the. tas~e for collecting, t~' do s~ wÚh'

advantage, and with fewer of those disappointments' to which

~ the'unwary amateur is subjected, by the d~ceptión of ~nscru:\ -
/_ , ." ',' • f', • \

pul()us persons, or t~e er!ors of ignorant ones~ that these p~ges .

have been penned. That they may be successftil in .even, a small

degree~ is the sincere 'wish of I .
. ' ,

f
:1
'\
:iI
::\
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CURREN·T 'PRICES OFOLD'CHINA~

'VITH a view 'oí 'informing the collector of the, .currerit prices oí
specimens of old china, the fQnowi~g quotationsfroni recent public

'1 ~alesare'given, showing theamou~ts realised. by cért~in repr~senta. , ,
tive specimens. " " ,
, .1 t maybe. reinarked generally of atiction prices,: that a~Y'-j~dgment

íormed, upon' them,should"be qualified by sorne know ~dge' of the
'circl1rnsta~ces of the sale ;artistic objects have dqubtless acertain
, valne,. thatmay be called "a standa~d price," such a value, i~ fact, ,
~as ~: com ' etent vá.luer for probate would estimate,butthis will be
c'{c~eded more or less, .in ,a .fashionable auction room, according to
th~ temp'er and resources ~fwealthy colle'ctors o~ speculative dealers;

.:the ,quotá.tio~s, therefore, only serve tQ indiCate the di1'cctionoí taste
al: the present time as applied to the coilection oí old porcelai~. '"
. The: enormousprices given at the sale oí Dr.Shuldharil's collec­
tilin i~ February last, for blue and white nankin, prove, that although

.. tne cxtrávagant rage for,<thispu,re forro or'ceramic decor~tion has
'subsided, still, if specimens oí undoubted, 'quality, apd remarkable '
size are offered for sale, there 'is little falling off in their value•.

\' The s~le oí Mr. Callander's Bri~tol figures must have taught the '
'observkr oí 'the ~arket, that, the de'eline in valu'e of old English china,
is only conspicuously m~nifest' in the companÚive worthlessness' oí
sccond and' thii-d-iate specirltens,' the high prices given íor such,
threc ,or íour y~arsago, being due, more to vthe e~ge~ness oí many
to participate ih a íashionable éraze, than to any' real lave, 'or feding

,1 ' ",
for the subject.:,; It is the 'development oí taste, assisted by ~uch, ,
.tbat has been written, and by the spirited endeavours of our South

1, Kensington authorities; that has caused a d,emand íor more informa- i

I
·1



'xii CURRENT PRICES OF OLD'CHINA.

tion,and as a r~sult,the average collector knows considerably more'
'now, than he did sorne few yearsago wheri t~e rage was at its
height, and persons bought .recklessly any ill-modelled, ill-cOloured
specimens that were dignified by the' magic titles o~ Bow or Chelsea.

Thisso-called rage is now' very much modified, ar:d in its plac~ ,
we have a calmer, more' deliberate, and discrimioating mode oí­
collecting, . that is healthier' and moresatisfactory. The -amateur
is more wary, 'but he is still generous to his hobby, ánd we conten_d,
that the highest quality' of old English porcelain, be it Chelsea,

,Bristol, Bo~, Plymouth, orWotcester, wiII. alwayscommand, a fair
price. '

'The lai"ge sum given for a fine plaque of Wedgwood (see t~ble oí
prices), at Christie's in May last, ~hows the growing appreciation oí
this great master's work. The, plaque was madeexpressly for tlie '
ancestoL oí the gentleman who "sold it, and it wouid be .interesting"
to know how much was origz·nally paid for ~uc~ a specimen. .lt, may ,

, safely be assert~d, ihat a sum oí one' hundred' poun'ds, expé~ded on _
Wedgwood \Vare, with moderate judgment, foriy years ago, would
nowproduce a return oí,ten, times the amount, reckoning-.the' prices .-ner.::l ,.
at which genuine specim~ns-are now changing h~nds.' . " ,

he value oí óld Dresden and Sévres, oí the best periods, has b~eIl

continually rising, arid recent sales are, onlY. wanting in thé extrava:-, : .
gant figures oí -th~ previous year or two, simply'because speci~ens, '
of the extraordinary kind, have, not been offered for sale. : An
instance, however, occurred, ooly a shorf Úme ago, oí ~he high price A

of.Sévr~s china, when an eminent firmoí auctioneers valuedasmaÚ'
table~ ornanlented with sorne fifteen ot twenty plaques' oí fine Sévres,

- and painted in flówers only, at ·the enormous sum of 'ten thousand,
guineas, and this was a, p~obate valuation:of the late Duke' .oí
Portland's collection.· .,1 '

As regaras- modern' decórative porcelain', we find,that' when sold ,
byauction, the productions - oí the Ro.yal Saxony: Factory bring
prices, approximating more closely to their cost, than' those oí any

'other fabric, excepting oí course, such 'English plaques as have
been 'painted by favourite artists, but this is simply on ar.co~nt of
the decorator's meritand fame, a'nd does not thereíore apply to the'
general product~ons oí the ~anufactory. '.
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25 .ADDISON GARDENS; kENSINGTO~.,

" October 1883.
THERE is littl~ to add totheabove retit~rk~, writtenthree years since. ,Som~
quotations'of Iater date",and particuIarIy 'a' few representative ones fr()m. the'
ÍIamilt~n P~lace saIe,will- be of use ~othecolleetor'as a reference. /' ,

With the exception of a further reduction in the prices of bIue and ~hite!
and of the inferíQrkinds of English porc~lá.in, the 'differenf classes .. ofspeci4

mens, appeár to holdm:uclí th~ same ránk respectiveIy 'in' the' collectoi"s
estimatiori,as they did :when the previóus' editi-on .óf this little' guide was'
publishecL,'. ' ,. .' , ' .~,. /.

-'A fe", wealthy collecto'rs sÚll vie with each.other in the possession of real1y
fine specimens of oíd' Sevres, Oriental, or Dresden, ando 'when ,these are
moiuíted in gilfmetal of, tlie Louis Quinze. period,' th.e;mo;tex~ravagant prices
are given both"atpJlblic auction or in privatetr7aty ,,:ith the dealer. ' . .

The most r~markable ~nstance of this occurréd ;when Mr. Leyburn Popham's ' "
collection was sold at 'Christiés in March 1882, and"a celadon vase ab(j~t
twenty-fourinches high,' mounted in the b~st m~nner, fétch~d '[2300.

The~ffect of the Hamilton Palace sa~ewhich occupiedso múch of ¡ast year's
season, was to cause e.xcite~ént, and inflate pricesfor a .short, time,with a
reactiqn afterwards, butitaffecte:d the val~e of old porcel~inlessthan, that oí

. ~ne furniture and other decorative objects, from the fact that there~were coin~

.parativelt few reallyfirst-class specimens--;-it may be adcied forthe reader's
guidance that as a.rule when any of these have sincecome to the hammer,
substaritially Iess' ha~': be'en ~'eÍl'iised th~n' at the famous salewhich ce~tainly •
caused more excitement' than 'any within the' recollection oC the 'preseni', ; . . I. generation.

" As a II!-atter of individual t~ste ~nd opinian 1 may ~dd, th'at compa;ed with : ., >.: . I _ : :; ~ ~. , .the enormous prices given for specimens of certain special classes oC- porceIain,'it
,d.ppears·tome strange that many {eaJJybea:utifully~odelled a~ddec6rated piece~
of old Itali'an and Span.ish factories should change hands at:s~cl; smal1'p;ices~:
and tbis is als~ true'~(the more d~licate group's and figuresof Frahkenthal.· A
realIy good specirn.en'of Venetiari, LeNo"ve Ba~sano, or of Bu~~-Retiro, 'though:
sc~rce,may be .bo~ght foro asmall p~ice, because' th~ ~tten~ionof the most
wealthy: collectdrs has not been türned','to thes'e, the preference bei~g given· to··
the mor~ eagerly ~ought af~er,and fashionable~d~ssesoft?eir hobby.
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