CHAPTER XIX.
r Mines,

Smce the cessation of mtercourse w1th the Amerlcan
colomes, some attention has been Pald by the Spamsh
government to the vast mlneral riches of the country
which had fallen mto ‘a state of enure neglect. A
system has been adopted whlch, 1f persevered in, bldS
fair to render them of more real value than those of
‘Peru or Mexico. ‘The system of ‘monopoly has been
almost entlrely abohshed and the  mines have been
Placed under a just and moderate code of laws.r The
soil is free to every one to search for mlnerals on the.
dlscovery, or denunc1at10n as 1t is termed a grant is.
made of the dlstnct graus by the crown, under certain
regulatwns as to space and time of worklng The con~
ditions of expenditure not bemg complied w1th in a
certain period, the exclusive right ceases. The damages
done to the surface are made good to the proprletor of the.
soil, A small duty on the produce, and an addmonal
ong if exported are pald to the government and there
°ught to be no other. However in the manner et'er}r
thing tends to abuse, there isa heavy duty on each
fl"‘nace of the noble estabhshment for smeltmg lead at
Adra, whxch is levxed on “the whole number, w1thout

)
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regard to their bemg in work or not 'Another incen-
venience results from the mode of levymg these dutles
,There are in all the districts, a set of retainers of the
king; who must be. paid, and ﬂattemd and kept in good
humour, to the annoyance‘ of those -of whose time'a

portion is occupied by these spies, whom they would .~

‘ WIIImgly eject from the place. These laws have been
a few years only in operation, but they have already-
produced consxderab]e benefit, and  companies are for-
ming in all parts. An evil is conneeted . with these
enterprises, the ancient preJudlces respecung the enor-
mous profits occasionally derived from them, induces,
many persons to embark, under the idea of rapidly "
makmg fortunes, and their hopes not bemg suddenly
realized, they are dlscouraged .and cease to use the
exertwn necessary to ensure moderate success. The
mines-of all kinds that I visited, are now almost entirely
worked by natives, who have as’ great aptitude for that
or any other labour, as any people in the worId Some
of the’ processes of manufacturmfr iron, and others
which require scientific skill, are still in the hands of
stranger's of all nations, who have been collected for the
purpose ; but they are rapidly advancmg, and in'a few’
years: Wlll want only machlnery, whlch cannot yet be
made in the country. o M
T am unacquamted wuh any mine of' Ofold in Spam, o
those of ancient times bemg lost. Near Almazarron i$
a range mentioned ‘in the geologlcal abstract which I
have little doubt contained the lost mines of Cartagena,
from which it is not far distant. The gold, washings Ofi
the Darro at Granada are now open'to the public and
give sub51stence to a few people, but “the - produce
is too scanty ‘to deserve much notice. The’ sxlvel‘
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mine -of Guadalcanal, m the Sxerra Morena, one of the | -
richest in the world prevmus to the dlscovery of Ame-
rica, after long neglect, has been again opened. . The
ancient works were resumed, but given up as impracti-
cable from'the quantity of water, and they have tried
another vein at a short dlstance, but at a vast expense,
and hitherto without success. 1 have specimens of the
ore which has been obtalned in small quantities, and
yields seventy per cent of silver. - I believe it is arse-
niate. They were working entlrely by manual labour,
and had no “machinery to "draw off the water. “The = -
‘mines of Almaden de-la: Plata - (sﬂver) , S0 called to

~distinguish it from Almaden de Azogue (qulcksﬂver ), ' Lol
have ‘been reopened -and are," I understood likely' to ‘
make some return, The most valuable mine in Spain
at- present, is that of Puebla de: los Infantes, a.few - R
leagues. west of Cor‘do/vai,‘},w'here there is a prospect
of considerable" profit. ‘All the mines ' of Guadalcanal ,
and its " district -including - Cazalla ; Almaden de la
Plata, Puebla de los'Infantes,.’;whvich are ‘silver, Al-
maden’de ‘Azogue, -and Rio Tinto, which is copper, N
are in a comparative small extent in that part of the
Sierra. Morena, opposn;e to Seville, which there is no
- 'doubt  contains. other “uniknown. - deposits of. mineral
riches, but the country is so covered up that it'is to
be feared they - will remain undlscovered Silver has
lately, been' found, with copper, in the Alpujarras, but *
I beheve asyet only in a small quantity. The workmgs
of the Romans, with lamps, and various other’ utensnls
have been found' in.the range of the Sierra Névada, on
its southern face; from Cadiar to the Sierra de Fllabres,
but as ‘yet these- galleries have'exhibited no remains of
Minerals, "of any value, havmg been no doubt wrought
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as long as they were proﬁtable, and then examined
again by the Moors. The copper imines are extremely
valuable. The- principal is that of Rio Tinto, where,
I have been informed, there are large masses of pyntes
with sulphuret of copper in solution, which is preci-
pitated in the usual manner. The iron plates used. for
this purpose, have been proecured abroad, butin 1832

they were contracted for by the’ company of Pédroso.

At Linares on the lower part of the Sierra Morena, are
mines of lead and copper of great value. The Moors
wrought the lead, but. appear to have left the copper
as useless. - It is of excellent quality, and is chiefly in

the form of blue and green carbonate.  There has -
lately been a discovery of copper as mentioned above’

near Cadiar in the Alpujarras, which has given rich
samples of ore of both kinds, but in small quantity.

In ‘Aragon are some mines of eopper, 1 am ignorant of -

the exact locality, but I believe it is/near Teruel. I
haveno certain information respectmg them. They are
in the hands of a company, who have derived. little
advantage from them, owing, 1 have heard, to misma-
nagement.: They are probably in the same range with
~ those of Molina de ‘Aragon, which produced valuable
carbonate’ of copper with malachxte, but are now aban-
doned. ' ‘ , : ey

 The qu1cksﬂver mine of Almaden, in the northern
flank. of the Sierra Morena is still ,in possession - of

the king, ‘the produce being sold by contract at a fixed

price. This mine is inexhaustiblé, and if the Americas
were pacified, and an arrangement made, it would still
be of great value, as I believe any quantity can be

procured without the slightest difficulty.. Quicksilver

is found in the alluvml deposits of the plain of Valencla-
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in sinking wells, where it infeets the waters, but it is not
regularly worked. The lead mines of the Sierra de Gador
are mentloned in the visit to that Place. They are in .
a state of. repletlon at present from- the enormous
quantity of the mineral, and the facility of raising it,
and the prlce of lead in Europe must remam in the state ‘
it now is, or nearly so, whilst these mines remain un-
exhausted A detailed account will probably - be laid
before the ‘public by a leamed German. professor. who
has recently been employed by the Spanish government
to examine - and report the real state of these mines; = |
_They had been underrated hy a former traveller of the
- same country, soon after they were discovered. ~Lead
‘abounds in other parts of the same chain, nearer to !
Almerla I was also shown at. La- Junqnera ,in " the
Serrama de Ronda; a very large and fine specimen of
carbonate. of lead, which the people assured me they had
found on the surface of the ground ‘and that it abounded
lhere. - The lead of Linares was- used by the Romans,
and afterwards by the Moors, but these Afrlcans were :
bad miners. It is now chiefly consumed in the i interior, 2B
Where they boast that is of finer quallty that' that of ‘,
Gador. - In both these districts, of which that of Linares b
occurs in granite, and of Gador in hmestone, jt-is in -~ :a.
the form of galena.v There is lead also in the hlgh L
Pyrennees, and some | has been found in Gmpuzeoa, but il
I believe of little ‘moment. I have been informed - 4
there is zinc in great quantity near. Alcaraz in La Man- I
Cha, near the termmauon of the Sierra Morena, and ) f
Plans were in executlon to work it, but are. for the ‘
Present suspended owing to the death of the prmcxpal Lo
Projector.. It is also said to ‘abound in Asturnas, but
the mixes are not at present wrought.” Traces of tin
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have been observed in Gahc1a, and the vast dlstuct
between that provm(,e and Asturlas, “hlch is now under
exammatlon, will, it is expected produce valuable
dlscoverles. The celebrated mine  of cobalt ‘fn the
valley of Glstau, quite in the high Pyrennees, has beemr
dlscontmued workmg, for a long period, and I could,
obtain no certain mformatlon respecting the state or
probabxhty of its auccess in’ the present times; ‘where
the competition is so great. Near Marbella in the
-nelghboulhood of Malaga is a mine of graphlte, ( black-
lead,) of the finest quahty, occurring in a formation of
serpentme. . From an exaggerated 1dea of the value of
it, the government have retalned possesswn, and de-
.marrd sueh -a price for the rent, that no one yet has
taken it.- They believe it to be mdlspensable to the
rest of Europe, and that their. conditions muist be ﬁnally
acceded to. I was informed it composed an’ entire
cerro, and i lS of exeellent quahty, but it'is now closed
with- such’ rlgour that I'had great dlfﬁeulty to- obtam a
, specnmen Near Camplllo, between Jaen and Granada,
“graphite has also been observed. ~In the hlgh Pyrennees,
is anether mine of the ﬁnest quahty, but. it is not
wrought., A large spemmen I saw in ‘those mountams
was equal to the finest from Borrowdale. There ‘are -
vast quantmes of alum and of saltpetre in various parts.
At Hellm between Murma and Va]encxa 1s su]phur,
which occurs also niear Almerla, ina pért of the’ volcamc
formatlon of Cape de Gatt. Salt.is found in prodlglous
‘quantltles, bes1des the salmas or salt marshes near the

manner of those of Setubal in Portugal ‘etc.] ‘The prm- :
cipal’ of these is that of Torre Vieja in' Murcia, which
is descmbed in a visit 10 it, and the salznas of the Ebro

’
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and of Cadiz. There is rock salt and sprmgs in‘great -
quantity, both in the secondary and more recent forma- - /
tions. - The most celebrated is that of Cardona in Cata-.

lonia, where a solid mass of five hundred feet in height,
without -a flaw or any substance mixed with’ 1t, is pro-
jected above the surface, and is’ "quarried like common
stone..’ The-property-is now of little use to any one
according to the ancient practice of Spanish managenent.
It belongs ‘to the duke of Medma Celi, but Was partly

robbed from him by one of kmgs of: Spam. Asit was

a clear -case -of what the. French term ¢ exproprlatlon
forcée ” he has retained a lien upon it, and each ‘party
“ have’ thelr toll house: and exact a part of the _profits.

The consequence is, the government prevent the. circu-"

lation, and little is sold, the consumption bemg confined
" to-averysmall radius, where there is hardl}"any demand,
and. inspectors : and sub .inspectors are paid for doing
“hardly : any thlng There is. an extensive deposn of
rock: salt at Mlgnamlla, .on the .southern side of - the

Sierra de Cuenca, but 1 beheve it produces very little

in'the present system. Near the source of the Ebro, in

the sandstone is a consxderable deposn whlch supplles\

lhe free provmces. AL

- A prodigious: loss - to- the revenue, and of prejudlce
to individuals, ‘ with a notable i increase to. the:number
of presidiarios; is caused by the present rates of/ duty,
which : are forty eight to one or there abouts. The
demand is very great,. as,in, man,y,.parts of Spain, espe-
cially in Estremadura, and in the; M&)nsh provinces,

as; well as in Cataloma, great use is made of salted .

meats, prepared from- thexr beautlful breeds of swine,
These are slaughtered in ' the ancxent manner, about
Christmas amld a convmal meetmg of nelghbours and
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fmends, whlch lasts in some families several days, and
-in which " every one assists. In the southérn provinces
it is not uncommon on enquiring for people at-their
~ houses, to find them shut up, and to be informed by
. the nelghhours, that they are gone 0 a matarzza at
some- distance. : . e -
‘The :niost valuable of the whole mineral rlches of
Spain will be in’ all probablhty in a few years the iron; °
which is found every where, and of the best’ quahtles.
"~ Av present the -principal establlshments ar¢ Marbella
near Malaga, ‘where there is an entire' mountain of it.
This .iron is of the finest description, and they are esta-
‘blishing rolling mills, and producing hoops for the wine
casks, and other articles hitherto brought from England
equal to those of our manufacturé:© An extensive éstas
blishment was formed some, years' riear Pedroso in the
Sierra. Morena. The i iron is of inferior quality io that
of Marbella and some other mmes, and the situation uns
healthy In summer, but it promiseés to be of some advan-
tage 10 the proprietors, and the nelghbounng country.
' 'Wery. large sums were thrown away in a most absurd
“and rldxculous manber by the comﬁany, who weré trades
- people, and others of Seville, and appear to héve for-
med a sort of republic, each frammg his own PI‘OJBCIS,V
and wastmg a large capital without plan or systeri. ' Ak
present, however, it is altered, and they have anable and ,
efficient head, who i is remodelhng the whole machinéry,
and estabhshmg it on a.proper ba51s. These establish-
_ments will supply all Andalusia and lower Estrémadura
when they are fairly at work. I underst00d they were
going t6 form a large foundry near Alcdra%; which will
furnish La Mancha,’ the capital, Né éw Castile, and upper
_ Estremadura. In Catalonid there is abundance of i iron,
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and in all the nquherﬁ px‘oiiﬁcés inexhaustible quan
tities, in fact it is found in almost. évery part of the
country. Néar Bilboa is the celebrated mine of Somo-
rostro, which has been v'vrdught for centuries; and has
no chance of being exhausted. It has. always been free,
by ancient custom, and maintains nurierous petty esta-
blishments. The iron is pecuharly soft," and from it the_
famous gun barrels are principally made. The govern-
ment arms are chiefly made at Elgonbar, and in- that
V1c1n1ty * The manufactures of Biscay are suffering from’
the want of machmery, and modern improveménts, and
, from the rigorous’ prohlbmon of thexr iron; in the- hopes

of compelling them to embrace the. diré alternative of
receiving the Castlhan commercxal tariff. - Government
have large and expensive establlshments in various parts
of these provmces, whlch they are gradually giving up,
~and the' new companies are obtammg contracts for shot
and other articles of war: | One is still kept. up in'Ron-
cesvalles, on the very frontler, which could at ‘any time
be_occupied by the French, without the smallest diffi-
culty. ' The foundries of brass cannon, which’ produced
the most beautiful g guns in the world, are, I believe, now
quite suspendéd; exceptmv that of Seville, where a cer- -
tain number are cast; pro forma, monthly. - The tnost
serious impediment to the mines, such of m_ore especially
as require fuel for smelting their ores, is the want of
combustible, which if not temedied by the firm'and de-
termined hand of government, will prevént their. ever -
: reachmg theé pomt of prosperity" they ought to do.
This' will be more parncularly mentloned under the
head of forests. ‘- ~ SO h e
‘The coal mines of Asturias are mentioned in the tour
of that provmce. The quantity is mexhaustlble, the
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quahty excellent, the working of extraordmary facility,
. and they possess an_easy communication ‘with the sea,
' yet they are practlcally useless,’ and afford only a mise- -
_ rable- existence to a few labourers and mules used in -
‘.conveymg the, mmeral to Gijon.- The mine . of Villa
Nueva del Rlo, which is on the Guadalqulvu', about
Lwenty ﬁve mxles from Sev1lle, is a regular formatlon,
with a seam of excellent quality. | It labours under two
‘ dlsadvantages, the ‘water, which vull require an engine
toclear the worklngs, forwhlch there isno remunerauon,‘
~and the ‘malaria, which infects the dxstrlct in the summer
‘ months The mine occupies an area about a. mlle in
breadth and of uncertain length. . The edges come to
“day ‘on both sides, and are Wrought as far as the water
permits; which is a very short distance, _when they sink
another shaft, thus leaving all the middle part of the
- mine - unwoxked The seam is aboul. three feet, the N
coal is excellent, and is used for the steam nav:gatlon‘
of the lower Guadalqu1v1r. Asteam engine was brought
from Eugland and set up, but falled from some cause -
or olher, and when I visited it, was in ruins, the machl-
nery havmg been carrled to Seville.. A cons1derab1e
" -stream passes over the center of the formatlon and pro-
vbably causes the quantity of water in the workings, as by
the dip, the bed of the river must be very near the Jower |
part of the seam. - Traces of -coal were. found near Ma-
laga in 1830, and in a formation Whlch would ;indicate
* a true deposit, but it is to be feared no favorable result
‘has yet attended the examination of it. These are the
only -genuine . formations’ of which I have any, certain
~ information or knowledge but there is another, i in xupper
- Catalonia,; which gives jet or somethlng like it,and is
wro}ught for ornaments. - I am iguorant of the. ex,te_.nt or
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situation of this déposit,' as of one I have heard exists in
Aragon above Zaragoza, probably in the sindstone men-
tioned in the geological abstract. In the lower Pyren-
nees, near Irun are traces of coal but of bad quality and ,
amidst rocks of the chalk epoch. - The coal which has o
been examined in some other parts at Granada and near ‘-
the Almanzora is lignite occurring in very recent depo-

sits, and unfit for any economical lpur'pose, 0
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CHAPTER - XX.
- Spanish Architecture, S
The Roman style, of ‘which there are a few noble re-
- mains, has so little direct connexion with those which
have followed it, that it is needless to treat of it
_although it claims priority in the epochs of the architec-
ture of Spain. It was succeeded by the Moorish, the
Moslem architects havmg borrowed some part of their
“mode of construction from the former masters of the
Peninsula. The walls'of the Alhambra are like quan
brlckwork of the middle time. -The wall near the en-
trance, which is reported to be Phenician, is certainly
neither Roman nor Moorish, and, whatever it be, is of
great antiq’uity,} but there appears pd reason to believe
that the towers of thé centre, which do not differ, from
the manner of that part known to be modern, are of the
age as51gned to them by traditional report.

The horse shoe arch, which' is the peculiar characte-
Tristic of the Moorish style, has no connexion with that
ot the Romans. It is not geometrical nor can it De said
to present the idea of solidity requisite to please the
practised eye, which considers that quality 1ndlspens’\bley
to produce- true. architectural effect. It cannot be de-
med that the smallness of the columns, and their




SKETCHES IN SPAIN. o 8s
insufficiency ‘to support a disproportionate Emablatpi'e, :
the weight of which is placed out of the true line of sup-
port, give a nzéscﬁi/ze\feﬁect to. the best \speéirﬁe.ns of
‘Moorish architecture » which accounts for the prejudice
of the Spanish writers and of the public, who cannot
understand the interest inspired by it to foreigners, -
and- the pi]grimages made from all parts to these re-
mains, which proceed from causes quite ‘unconht{ctéd
with their architectural merits. ‘ LR ey

The whole of their colonnades and works where éof
lumns form the sﬁppdrt;atGranada, Cordova, which was
the Damascus or holy city of Moorish Spain, and Se- _
ville, have the 'same defect. The mosque at Cordova ,
enumerates in its thousand columns very mariy of Roman
work, and the capitals én'd-proport'iyo‘né of those which
bear the marks of Moorish make, are poor and ‘mean,
compared t'o‘the'gdc‘)d_ columns of antiquity.

" There is a great variety in ‘the form of the Moorish
arch, which seems subject to no rule; but it is invariably
sWept in curyes out of the line of support and bears ona
~ base, itself unsupported ‘geometr'ical]y,_' 'and_'éyhiéhf(:i.éf’
- Pends on ariribll_vprdport'idnédf column, ‘often appeéfiiié

to totter under the weight ‘which rests upon it.. The
details of igrhaméntldiffer"vei‘y much in the respective
edifices, and are of ,ex'ééédirvlyg;“ beauty. k'Réstbri'ct'ed'as
these artists were, who \irei'e; ‘préhi‘_b”itéd’ to use animated
forms, the ~variety and fancy of their design cannot be -
excelled Thé finer WOI_Pk.Qf the ‘Alhambra“, of the zan-
carron or sanctum of the rriosque of Cordova, and some
of that in the alcazar at Seville ,and in a private house
n the same c.i't’y“,'“‘ inay' vie with _t'htéb'ﬁnest "qr'nam'ental
Produciions of the Greeks and Romans, and are quite
in Opposition with the inferior effect of their exterior

,
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‘outlines. The Arabs who were 'certéinl'y\‘ at the period
\'of lheil; dominion in. Spain, one of the races who have
“'most illumined the earth, only add to the many proofs,
* that we must for ever revert to the original models of the
".Greeks. for architectural perfection, and that talent or
'.mfrenmty can rare]y be exerted o any purpose, but by
'contlnumv their maxims ‘and perpetuating their inimit-
" able designs. These observations of course . apply to
the mere art or science of archltecture. ‘To us, who are
at issue with the Spamards on this subJect, the edifices of
~ the Moors, and their whole history, preserve an.interest
possessed by no other, indestructible and eternal.

The prodigious number of military works Whlch are
scattered over nearly every part of the country, have the
‘same defect as their civil archltecture. .They are gene- ‘
“rally in situations admirably chosen, both for defence of
~the post they occupy, and the equally 1mportant obJect
“of political or territorial jurisdiction. ‘Beyond this, they
have little to praise. They are composed of petty and
" meschine parts, and were suited to the ideas of a people
of cavalry, but ill fitted to any other purpose, and the
rude culverms and other instruments of the early time
of gun powder, were sufﬁc1ent to render them ineffica-
cious. The flanks are generally small and 1rregular, and
the forts themselves extended in long and unconnected
lines, showmg little knowledge of the real prmcxples of
fortlﬁcauon on the part of their constructors. The ma-
sonry is in general deficient, and is composed of small
and badly-cemented blocks of stone. Amongst the prin-
cipal now remaining are the castles of Murviedro and
Xativa near Valencia, Xixona near Alicante, Almeria,
~ Malaga, Ronda, Zahara, Jaen, and some others, besides

“the walls of Granada; Seville, Cordové, Valencia and
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cities, some parts of wlnch remain entlre, and others are
altered and modernised. It cannot be said that there is
a direct passage fram, the Moorlsh to the GOtth, -which
succeeded it chronologlcally In fact both c0ex1stcd
for after the tide of Moslem - ‘conquest was rolled back :
from the mountams of Asturias. and the Pyrennees, which
commenced before ‘they had time to effect much change'
in lhe mterlor, and wlnl-st they had qulet and undlsturbed
possession of the south scveral of the great Gothlc ca-
thedrals were commenced ~ Little progress was however
made, and the mtesune divisions and forelo'n wars, Whlcll-\v
desolated Spain in common with- every part of Europe‘
forsome ages, prevented muchadvancein the artsof peace.
There are some early  castles, and . parts of. churches '
remaining in the north of Spam, wh1ch are given as. -
specimens of ancxent Spamsh archltecture, but T am
llnacquamted Wll:h any . of them, and they are of lxtt

’ lnterest, ‘as no. series or. connecuon is attempted to be‘
traced from. them to the’ succeedmg ot Gothlc epoch B
and they are rather stud1es for the anthuary, than the;
architect. . ‘A’ curious passage from Moorlsh to. Gothlc,
‘Was observed at Cuenca, which i is too remarkable to pass.
over, but it w1ll be described more pamcularly after-
wards. It is' unnoticed by any Spamsh writer to my
knOWledge, and is the only. example whlch _came under_. .
my observauon " This edlfice dates in the twelfth cen- -
tury, _

It is not qulte clear to whom is to be attmbuted the '
plan of banishing the Gothlc, and substltutmg for it the_
VItalxan or Greco Roman style of. the cmque cento It
was consequent on ‘the - communication bemg opened ’_
with Italy in the time of Charles the fifth, and the prin-.
cIP‘?‘l Operators in the revoluuon were, Juan de Tolcdo,\v
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and Herrera, his* dlSClple, Dxego de leoe, the alclutect '
of the ‘cathedrals of Granada and Malaga, the elder
Valdelv1ra, who as far as can be collected bI.Illl‘. that of

,Jaen, and Machuca, who built the modern palace of the

Alhambra. Although the Gothlc or semi Gothic held a

~part1al sway at this time, it soon ylelded and little more -

was constructed but in_the new style. The cathedrals
of Granada, Malaga, and Jaen, and the chapel of the

.hospital de la Sangre at Seville, are in a sort of tranSI-_'

txon style between the Gothic and - Itahan , and. Wlll be
more particularly descr1bed The Escurial and the
cathedral of Valladolld the alcazar of Toledo, the new
palace of the Alhambra,’ the LonJa of Sev1lle, and some
convents in different’ parts, are the finest specimens of
the revoluuonbemg completed and the Gothic passed
away for ever. The great time of classic Spamsh archl-. =
tecture was in the early part of the sixteenth century,
and it'was ably sustained by Ph1lxp the second.’ After
lhe death’ of that monarch a decline took place, Whl(.h
contmued unt11 the . end of the seventeenth centuly,'l
when it had reached the nadlr, in which state it r ‘emained
with little excepuon, until the academy was mstttutcd ‘
and Ventura Rodrlguez and his pupll Vlllanueva, ‘and
some Ttalians and others of the time of Charles the third -
and fourth, banr;hed this b’ld style, and 1ntroduced a
system of good and correct design whlch has been
followed subsequently to that period.. :

. A Work has lately appeared Whlch was very much _
wanted “¢a guide to the architecture of Spam ”, It was -
orlgmally arranged by Senor Llaguno, who left1 “his

' papers unpublished ; they fell into the hands of Cean

Bermudez, who died before he had publlshed thenn
and’ they have appeared subscquently as a posthumolﬁ
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work. I have: used the dates and authorities from: this"
book, which only came under'my: notice after these notes: .
‘were made in most- instances;, ~but there are .many .-
errors, some of - which w1ll be pointed out, and omissions |,

mseparable from a compllatlon of the kind, “'We Wlll;

now proceed to sketch the various epochs of modern archi: ;

tecture, which include the Gothic, the passagéfrom Gothlc ;

to classic, the classic. or-Greco- Romanostyle the decline ,
and ecorruption- of that. style, and. its resurrection by. a
modification of the sameschool ofdesign, inthelast cen- -
tury; which is still; conunued ‘This will be done as suc: -
cinctly. as possible;. avoxdmg the _dragging .the reader,

through. details: of . measurements and: crltlcmm, and the ;
specimens indicated, allofwhichthe author has exammed,, ,

vill suificeto giveascale, to which. theother edlﬁces . may.,

readily be referred . Before. proceedmg to. the cathe-..

drals; it is Tecessary. to. observe that in Spaln, an. almost ;

universal arrangément prevalls 1hrough these :splendid;
slructures., Thc great all.ar m nearly every mstanceJ is.
isolated, and is placed east, of the .crucero or- transept
Where there are five aisles, the- two center: alsles are-
sometimes connected; formmg what are called collate--
rales,’ whlch flank the great altar.. The choir,. _Whereﬁ
the canons’ and chorus assemble, is on the opposite. side.
of the transept, - and is’also isolated.. These two. parts,,
the choir. and great altar, are almost. mvarxab]y con- .
Nected by a low. railed passage, for the convenience of
the canons during . the, celebration of their. ceremonles.
The:rest of the: church, except some prwate or reserved

chapels,: open at ‘certain’ hours, is free to the pubhc atall .

times, . The choiris'the part of these. edifices in general:
themost opento eriticism. . The canonshave almost always;
attended too much to thelr own convemence, and have
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often sacrificed the beauty of the edifice to the desire
of providing for it. ~ Scarcely one is not\befouled by
adventitious. ornaments ‘and i incongruous and unsrghtly
deviations from ‘the simplicity of design of the church
itself. - These are in general modern additions, but the
admirer of art must diligently search these places, inside -
and out, for in them are the most precious. specimens
of the Spanish schools, in chasmg, sculpture, and other -
branches.  The tmscoro is the back or outside of the
choir.  The rejas, or brass or iron gates and railings,
which inclose the choirs, -altars and chapels, are in
many instances of extraordmary and ‘peculiar beauty
It was in the great time a branch of itself, and the
rejeros justly -figure in the list of illystrious -artists.
Amongst the most - celebrated were Villalpando, Do-
mingo de Cespedes, and Arenas of Cuenca. These rejas
are of" wrought iron “or brass, and are ornamented with-
ﬁgures after ‘the most excellent designs. | The sacristies
~.are extremely nomerous in 'the great cathedrals. Be- -
sides the general or principal sacristy for the ordmary r
service of the church, ‘many of the l.u'ger chapels ‘have
their own attached generally commumcatmg from' be-:
hind the " respecuve altars.. The - sagrario, ' or chapel
* where the sacrament is ‘administered, and the host kept,
in many of the great cathedrals, is-a separate building,

, commumcatmg with the church, so that the two services'
do not interfere with each other, and those engaged in
“that solemn rite ‘are not disturbed by the” motion in
~ the more frequcnted part. In some " instances, this
sagmrzo serves ‘as the parish church, where that " duty
" is umted to the cathedral, and where the necessary

,routme is performed apart from the solemmues of the
chapter. ' TR s T e
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The word- 7ebab!o will ‘be . frequently used, as we .
have none: which fully expresses it.’ " The meaning is -
the structuré which fills up the space allotted to an
altar, whlch in the Spanish churches, is frequently :
‘composed of three and even four ranges of architecture,
over each other, with columns, entablatures, and other -
parts, “and ornamented with statues, reliefs; and pain- .
tmgs- some of the finest works of the schools bemg found
in these situations, e 3 ]

The custodias, or services of plate in the prmcnpal ;
' cathedrals, and . even in ‘the - collegiatas, which rank "~
between them and the parroqzuas or pansh churches, -
and may be compared to the: minsters of Ripon. and -
Beverley, and’ othérs i in England are extremely beau- .
tiful, and - in- some mstances, extraordlnary speclmens ;

of art. ' This was a separate department, and the prin- * -

cipal professors are enumerated, who have enriched the .
country with -their productlons. The prmc1pal are the,‘
Arfe, natives, of Leon, and- the ‘Becerril, of . Cuenca
These jcustodias were in most instances respected in the -
war . of 1ndependance, more from the welght of -the
ecclesiastical bodies,. and .dread of then" power over
the people, than from any other reason. The finest
glass appears to have been brought from the 'general ,
mart, the low.countries, to-which most of the designs -
of the -best windows belong, but there were latterly
some"good native: artists, and these churches: are'"now:
inferior to no-othiers.in that beautiful departement..
~’ 'LEON. i+,

e it * B o

- The cathedral of Leon-is one of the earliest ‘and _bést:
Specimens of pure Gothic in Spain. It dates in 1100, .
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and bears a* re:emblance to some of our -own specnnens
of that'periéd. There are three naves. It is dispro- -
portionately narrow. .- The arches are nearly in the form .
of those of Sahsbliry, but narrower. - The ‘windows are
nearly all glazed with painted glass. The cloisters are -
more modern, and the exterior work, which is much
vaunted in Spain, would not be rated so highly in France
. or England. " The vestry of tlle canons, is different and’
more modern than the rest, and has admirable speci-
mens.of coloured glass of Flemish design.-" This beau- -,
uful edlﬁce is dlsﬁgured by:a' modern barbarlsm, called
2 tmnspmente, which is a ‘mystical representation of the '
sun striking on’ the- great altar through a “miserable -
contrivance for the purpose; whick has replaced the -
original Gothic rétablo; - The ‘trascoro-is of alabaster, .
but. of inferior design, and I found neither sculpture
“mor painting worthy notice in this ‘beautiful edifice.
The archltect"ls unknown, but: there ' 'seems " great
reason to beheve he was from the north of Europe. T

T CUENCA.

The cath'edral of Cuenca was commenced in the latter "
end of the twelfth century immediately after the: con-
quest of the city from the Moors, and probably 0ccup1es\»
the site of the great mosque.  ‘There are two “parts or
plans in this earious- building ;' that to:the east of the .~
transept being the older, and no. doubt:the’ orlgmal
design. ' In this are five naves, with a circular end round
the great altar. Some of the arches which support this
part are a clear and decided passage from Moorish to

othlc. They donot spring from geometrlcal -support-
ers, but from the outer edge of ‘a bold cornlce, which




