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SKErCHES

IN SPAI'N.

'CHAP-TER' 'xv.

, Robbcrs.

: Th~ high way robbers in!ISpai' may¡ be aivided'¡-into y Gene'rali~
three classes.Firstj, ~ateros or rqteri.ll~s;a specifi~·term ~ ~
derived from_a substa~tive.sig~ifying meaD and,: 'p~tty'
thieving. They haunt ~nany districts, especially in upper:,
Andalusia, wherethey sculkaboutthcóutskirtso(towns

, a~d ,vilÍages~.attacking the unwary travellerin'the dusk, ','
generalIy with'a great num~ricalsuperiority'" ; T~ey 'are",
~ot unfrequ~'ntly gypsie~ a~dother'yaffrants otth~ same, '
descripti~n, and ,their ignoble habits make it unnecessary •• , '
to describe themmore fully .. " ' '

The 'seQond ~~ass is<c9mpo~ed of bandsoccasionalIy'
mo~nted, !:mt more frequently onfoot; to whom the ~ppel,
lation,of'sa~teadoresmar h~given. They either remain
constantlyout, or salIy forth from theil' viHages, ón~c~:
casional ,preco~certed enterprises, returning' afterwards
t~ ~heirusu.al occupations. .

,.2 , '
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The third ~ are the royal 01' l)oble race ,who are regu
, larly equipped and keep' the field constantly, onhorse
hack un'der acknowle~gedchlefs in open defianc~ oc. the

( authorities~ They are now only, found in' lowel' Anda-

lusia. , "
The second-class is themost numerous. They are seen

,"'" 'in the CClstilesJ Valencia,. Murcia, Anclalusia, and occasio

nallyin Cataloilia and Estremadú~aTbutrar~lyínGalicia T

Asturias, the northern 01' free Provinces, Nava~e 01'

Aragon.'
A regular organisatitm 'ofsalteadores exists in tlle

wretchedvillages ofthe Somosiel'ra andGua~arra'ma,who

inf~st l~e great roads of Bayonne aild "Valladolid, and
occasionally ~ven thosc'which cOÍlÍleet the sitios, reales.
They- were seldomsuffieiently strong to' attack the diJi.
genees , ~ut the ,couriers fromfFrance were never sCcure'
from them during the lime 1 was in Spain.

They l}av~cót~esponaentsin th~ '~.iltages ftó!it';vhom
theY~óhtain iD teUigcllce. "fih!efrhéáts ~ext~Jld lówithin ti

l1H\ nI 1-\ fe\t.mHes:of Madtid,:antl ~~hefávotit:¡:tes{jen~'ófthei't~x~
, ploits :is ~hé-:pli\in'a:'tlhe~s:d1ith·fooltoflthe:rarig~. They'are
, 'scarcély~eveY: c'aplt:li'red:arutl1o':se'ti'ous measares arppear tu

hav-c- beét-J 'laken 'tú ::abate ;stieh :nil, 'abominable núis~n¿'éf'

whi'ch 'a few':c~v~lry 'wo:alciell'sily ,effeet., ''thc'Riussia'n'
a~~bi(ssador w'ns 'róhbéd ;~lIíd iH itl'eated- ,akw 'rrtollth's
sihce 'wililst t~~~ellíIig:pds:t,~,. :and" just ,as;.J' left', th~ ,
country, a lady.. from Ámerica :who ,haa ~thé'irtl'piud~hc'e-' .
to ¡displ~y'a~qu ~iitity 'ofdlamohds :at Btn"gos/ w~s :s:toppecl
rm th!e \vay :(0 -Madrid by ~ignt meift 'who (den'íal'lded :the

caskel,· of\vhic'h they ktiMv 3.11 the'particulars: ' 'Slle \Vas'

in the dilÍígtú'lC'e ;imd 1 helieve the dtherpassengerswel'é"
nóCmólesled. In dther partsof !dl~lCastile<theya're:nów'
r{lte, but a few presidiarios occasiomulymake'-their ~es-
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cape;and exchange the monotonouseínployméntofwork.
ing on the canal' for more Congenial o~cupatión.· As
theyhaveno'~onn~ctions in thevillages, they'are,how~
ever, in, general soon recaptured.", , '

In themountains of Valcnda,'a few' months sin~e a
salteador, ilamed frolli his diiniil:utive' size, and' aétivity
"'El Gato" thecat;had car~i~á .on "his óperations- most
successfully for a considerable periodo

Hehad been a constit';'tionalléader and being outlawed
adopted this mode of life. He was courageous; generoús
and charitable 'to tÍie poór~seldo~ injuring any 'one ex~
ceptingthe 'Miqueletes' ( armed ,police ) 'to whom ,he bore

, implacable hatréd.· ,His unerring aim and knowledge ,of 
the cOUIitry enabled him to killgreat numbe~s of them..

,He was at last,surprisedwhils~'éngagedIn a love affair,
bein'g hetrayed hl áli probability by a rivaI., 'He refused '

lo surrender, ana;l believe died by his own hands:',~Thé YGener" "
dreadful murder~elat~d by '.~Hé. YOU~{f Ameri~an". t~ok l'
place. ainongst ,'á'savage ra~e on the lower Ebro; very, I
few per~or..s·'-rWerecbncerned i~: it. The ;regular bands- , 1:

occasional1y tale t~e redressing'ór grievances intó théir I
harids. ,'" Some'years' 'sínce;} believ~ in, .LaMáricha·, a

. party 'exIsted', the leaderofwhich hasbeen 'kriowrt to' en';
,ter' th'e villages 111 the day-iime "and sumnloning the au·
thorities,' o~der- the niagazi~'es to ,be 'ope~~d 'and 'provi~
sions to be "distribut'ed' to the poo~.'· It 'frequently
happens,that -after floating on theverge' ~f's¿cietyfo~ ri
period ~ thes.e ~characters either" by' positivéindullo"'or
pardon, ,or by' co~niváhce?f the'iribunals, fro~' ~hoín'

they. putc!l:ase:impúnity'by sácrifiCing a par.tof th~ir

gains,'are againabsorbéc:lintot4ecircation, a~d bécome'
~ ",' ' ." " .. , . .( , .

peaceable arid orderly citiz~ns~" In two different towns
of old oCasiile,'I w~s lodgedIn the princip~l posad~s~of
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which the ~asters were retired -robbers•..They -were
both .s~perior ~en' Ín style and -inanners ;.one accompa
nied rpe ab?~~ ~he town as guide~..·~is house was ord~rly
and well conducted. 'In~ that of the other lhe company
had a 'more sl1~piciousand equiyocaI appearance;'. and a11

. individual was pointedout: to me in the groupe assem-.
hIedat the. fireside,. who had very recently becn cond~m-

ned to death. .' .

. In 1830, it was officialIy announced in thegazette, that
the scatter~d bands froID 'various.parts 'of the Sierra ~6.,.

rena, after bcihg sorne time in }'epose, had assembled
their remnants, coilsisting of ~ c~nsiderablenumber; and
,had Inade an'attack iti theDespeÍla P~Tr~s (a eel~b~ated
defile~on the rmíd, lo Andalúsia) upana cMinofpre'sidia
~ios :who' ,vere on'their way lo some soulhern depot .. ··-The
escort' 'Yho w~re ·conducti.ng' them,~' h6w~ver., had· bet
ter fortune lhan iheir predecessors in their rencontre
~it.l!Do.nQuixote in' iHe sa~e distr!ct" and they wcre
repulsed.. .' ThJ.s expedilion.' wliich .requireít. ex~e.nsive

eooperation a~d intelligenceamongs-t pebple spread over,
alarge tract ofcountry, and was undertaken for the sole
and .disinterested objec:t\~f releasing'some ~ompaÍlions

fr,om durance~ c()111d~only have heen witnessed in Spain.
A.lthoügh the object·eannotbé defended; the motive~

of peppIe thu8 true and fait;hfu~ in·a badcause,. reflect
ereJit on them~and are very differe,nt. froIn, those"which
influenée similar associations in-'other cOlinlrics.

The 'wide ~aIigeofAndalu;i~,howév~r, is the 'cl~ssic
gr()undoftherobbertrib~,.\vhereevery rankand gradatio~
may he seen,and the Jife of this. peculiár' módification 9f
society'studied in mass, or ~Il detal~.' . ThewhoIe range' of,~

. the kingdoms incórporat~d inth~s province~ ~xh.ibit its
~emi arah raee" in the consct~D.t ~Xél;ci,se ofbabits ~erived

¡. ,
¡

ar
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from their. ancest~rs:. The boun(1a~ics are so;niarkét;l,
,that the instant you' cro'ss the Guadalquivir_. and enter
the Sie-i'ra Morena, they are seldom seen.. The popula
tión of tbegreater párt, of that range are'so far from
leaguing with 01' ' tolerating the~, as is praetised ih the
places a few miles distant~ that a' battrie is commencedas
800n as they are heard of, and not"hing more than aforay
01' inroad is practicable. ' An instance'took phlce whilst
1 'Yas in theSierra;' asmall roving parti' on ho~seback

- .appeared suddenly Ílear Guadalcanal,-wl1ere the people
who gave me the informatiori had spokento them the pre
ce<ting JIlórning.. 'They remained óniyafewhours in a

.'post where they were unmolested o~íng tóthe ináctivity
.' ofthealcalde; and the absenceo(the eommandantofrea- .
listas, lile' on)y disposeable fOI',?e iI1~he place; b~t they
soon.effected their retreat a~ross·the.Guadalqúivir. .

The'robbers' ofAndalusi~ differ from ~he ·othershy
th~ir 'lnan~ers and ganantry~ especial1y too 'the women,.
which are general; although exceptions ma-ybe found.

A lady whom 1 know,. was saved 'from robbery, by
lie~ présence of min,d ~nd toue~ing' the point of honour .
of this singular raee. .she was travelling and had halt
ed to brea~fast in, ~defilé where a b~nd was stationed,
'who' ~;oon<made' their"appeara~ce~'- .: With' admirable
coolness:sheinvited them to join- her,'-iniheJrank
'm~nnerusuarin the eountry,- whiC~ theyaccepted, and'
thenleft _h~r·unmolested.. " ~his' coulcl only' have'hap
pened: in Andalusia.: . Instances oecurred whilst 1 was in
Spain.of thei~ retu.rning. the chatt~lsofiadies when they

. took-everything .hésides,; 'butthisr?m,anticgene,~osity
is no~ always displayed.:., r.

When I·.entered Spain,' lheroads of Andalusia were

tole'rábly secure~ owing t.o· the fO,llo'ying eircumstancc :



An~ffic~r" n~~ed Castro, me~ with 'a ~arty who robbed
hilll andcommitted the lást olitrages on his wife, in his
pr~sence. He,ha4 no, alternative ,th~n to~ubmit; .but
like an ancient Spaniard, he vowed a deep ,and noble
revenge~ . Aftermaturiríg hi~ pla~~;he }Ve~t~otheking,

.and offe~edt9 exterminate the' race':,of robp.ers, ir his
conditions w€re compliéd ~ith: .¡hese were the ab~o..
111te and independánt com~and 9f a párty of cavalry to
he selected and ,managed entirely byhimsélf; a roving
cornmissión, with jurisdiétion unconnec.ted with alcaldes
and other authQriti.es; and the power of.execlltíng those
he should apprehend, summarifyand without 'recurring'
t~ the tribunals, which would render al! his efforls una
:vailing. These ter.IDs were granted; he s~>on sallied
forth, , like a llew Hercul~s, and in a ~hort time the roads
became -as.·Secure as in· most' other ,p~rts óf ~Sp~in.

-Amo~gst his feats, 'ya·~. the entire destruction ofa hand,
Jh.a;ve he;lrd amounted to fort~, dire(lled principally py ::lral
a woman, who, if. the stories r~lated.be true; occasio.,.
nallr,caúsed strange and dreadful cruelty to be practised
ontHe men.who fell into h,er hands'." 1 never heard ihe -
,entire ~umber he had ca.used tó be exeéuted: butit

, ~ust have,been very great'~~,.' It was impossihIe such ser~

vices' should be performed withÓut raisio.g. ahost of j

enemies in the f:t;iends ,ando connections .of .the, dcparte<J,
and othe.rs who were interested in mainta~ningt~~abúsés
-which led lO' thes~ rigourbus measures. . Intrigues Were
set on fo~t; and it was determined.to. ruin him.· 'The
diffi~ulty was how to,proceed-agaillst a' m~lIi'who'could -
·be looked on only as ~ public hel}.efactor,\ andwho' was~

_ to be prosecuted by the very persóns. .Wh9 h~d. granled ',,
hiscommission. At l~ngth hwas~frected.::The,office

.Was underta~en, by a -p'relate, whose .diocese was tha

~
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chief-sceneof his operatiollS, ~nd' who ought <J;~therto
h~ve}ssistedhimin hearing IIp,against these machil1!l,. ...
dons. He was accused of· exceeding his powers~ of inter~
fering' with, the privileges o( thechurcb ;of sending

individuals to their .long :~ccount, wi\hQul·their being

properly,' shriv~4, by' which the ptaye~~ óf tbe, faithful
carne too late and were ma4e unavailing->, These charges
were the more plausible; as bis favourite plans \Vere lo
execute criminals'asquickly'a$ possib:l~ ;;tfter'conviction,
and if practicable, on the ~c,ene of -their' offences~ , As

I thes'e places were ge~lerally indesPQblados, thera might
have heen' a difficulty· in .finding 'eveÍl .a' :capuchin tQ ,

smoóth their' wa'y,-ha~ he heepever', so zealous inthe
cause. He was, 8cc~rdingly, susp~ndedfrom-doty, and
ordered to be tried. ,rWhatt'he result \Vouid have,been,

it is difflcult to say~ but ,he was saved 'by th'e energetic·'
remon,strancesef the C~ptain general,'who knewhis v,a.. ·

lue. His PQwers wére however takenaway, ahd ne \VaS j yGenera , ,
, ordered to act ~nder,lhe COffiinon a\lthorit'~a~' Th«; effec~
,of this illjudged interference 590n hecame evident: rob~,

bers~prallg up like'~he~~nofCadmus,:~ndin a fihQrt
time the COllntry hecame, more i):lfested with thel.Q ~han /'

it h~d ever J:>eel). in the' worst'tini,e~~ rheyth~n offe~ed

to reinsta~him,~bli~h.e,refu.sed t~ ,~cc~pt ~n·pfficefrª~ght

with ~1.1C4, peril t9the,hplder ofit. ',~, " '. ' ,
Th~first who startedwae;, á ni~n. whe&e name,will be.

handed do~n.in the 'legends ,()f And~lusia ~s tº~ P1os~

perfe~t br:mdit wh,o ha~ ranged her ~e.:rrjtory for. a \Tery
long peri()d. ' Hi~surname J ºever, heard ; p~t ~i!?' pap-'
tisrilalapp~Uaiiº1l,Wa.~ .J()~e:,l\far.ia, ~l,lq py' ~ha~ lle, is al

w~ys known~; lJeis·ª ~~tive of {l.vHJa6'~·~e.~r~n.t~quer~·,

a distri~~ ~eJebrat~d for produ~in_g~h~~~ pharact~r~; .H~
eonunitte'd a murder and'was outlawed. He thcn com

•. • .' _" ..' I .~... _. • '. , '." .' ~ - " ". •• • . . _



SKETCHES,'IN SPAIN.

menced,.:róbbíng, having' prob~bly no', other. mearis of
living., He ,vas'soon joined'by others; ,vho procured
ho~sesby degrees, until a' tro,Óp of twelve was m01Jnú~d;'

,', when he graduaUy,became master ofthe field~':i By the
union of coui"age, skil1, tact,.consummate knO\vledge' of
the: country: and' of~onducting entecprises; ~e defied
every:effortto apprehend or~desttoyhim.. Hehad au
xiliaries and cúrrcspondents in all the towns and ,:illages

. withiri his occupation, and recruited al ,wiU; having, 1
have heard at least ~O candidátes for a vacancy when it
occ;urred iri hjstroop~,' ByaproCla~ation of ihe Captain' ,
general,. the,authoritiesof'four places"amongstwhich
were.l\foron 'and: Estepa,were publicly, deri¿uIÍced as .

..abetting,'and.as8isting him.. ' His systeril·.wasso .cóm.
pletely...·organised that therewel~e:'gradaiións ofpuni'sh..
menJ.fór thóse, who)~terfered. 'with him.. 'Ino~e bis_o
tance',: the •. alcalde. 'of. somc'piace' had ,.taken measures
against ,hip.l .. ,He' went to the 'spot ·where.his hullocKs

.were at work; and' rdering .iliem ie be ·placed in' a line,
his tróop', dispatchec1 them;aheavy" 1088 in .:a boüntry
where· tnere, is·.no remédy: for,snch :riIisfortUnes.-A

',worse ·act·of the 'samékindwas ,performed near:Allte~ .'
.quera:. :. The .meo of Ala~neda,.whichwasin the, centre
,ofhis"'prihcipal; heat,. arrrted.themselves andwentin..
pursnit 'of him. As this' system must haveproved fatal
16 hiÍn ífpersevered. in; he· decreed ;dreadful vengeance; ,
sending "notice that thefirst'men he, met with ~elonging

lo .the pláce,should be'~8hot. 'In a.shortti!llé he ·[eH
i~with th:ree m'en ,.a~d 'ascertaining' ·by théir cnrlas
de seguridad, thaf they belónged tú: Alanlcda,'he' ord'er
ed thenl instantly to' be ·pút' to; deáth~;' One or'them
was 'only',wounde'd byihe 'first- voliey/ and called out·
that..he was ·110t· a native ofthe· place ;findingihis to
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be,true ~ •they, bound Úp his wounds," placéd him 011.

horseback, 'and conveying hitn to aCol'lij6:'left him_ '
wilJ:¡sufficiÉmt provisions to last until he shouldprocure
other relief., ' Thesé' instaI!ce~,wére',;howeyer , rare;
ana heseIdom eommit~ed'violence,,'unlessonwh,at;
he cOllsidered 'reasonable' grounds,or for self defence.

, In a ShOl:t, time, ,hisseco,nd' inc?mmand, ~hose name
'was Juan Caballero separatedff~m him, and formed, ano-

, ther troop,.' ,ránging the'same lineofcountry' buttvith-;
out interfering ';ith his former ,comrpander. '::, "
, .. The-co~utry was thus $cou~edby,thes~ ,bands~' whose
range included aIl Jow~r 'AndaIusía from ,thegates.,of
'Cad~z _tO ,near 'Aildujar;, and the.di~trict'hetween ,tha( ..
river and the'line.of Aniequeraand Ronda.,' i'hey corn~

, manded the great road ofAndalusia, the communiGatlons
~f Malaga with ~fa'drid,-ofGranada wiih ,Se"iÍle, an'd aH

- those of theSerrania de Ronda;'inJaet al1. the principal
, routes áfthe soUthern provinc%r~ ,The greate.. part' of
'thistract c(msi~ts:'of. ~espobiaao~' éovered.~,,~ith brush
wood , and' in ,sorne seasons' affording pastúrage. -,: ,.Vast
plains with risinggfounds, enabled them tO,command
exteri~ive: vicws Unseen'; to .move,\vithont,difficulty
in every, directiorí, and'constantly ~o ,vary thei~routé

and thus elude pursuit. Their inarch~swere performed '
inincredibIy shortperiods,andafter afe~daysrapíd'evo~

lutions theyretreated into unknpwn fastnessesof thé Ser
ranía, to recruit and' divide the spoil. ~ Besides'the other
disa~v~ntagesof jtsbeing írnpossibie to"procure accura'te
infornlation',' oí hi~ ,. move~eÍl t8 .uD'ti! 'it' :was ' t,oo: l~ite¡
his troop\v~sso wel1,rn.ounted tbat,the'cavalry were ha.r-,

-rass~d todeath; wühout(the chance of ~o,rning"up with,
hiin u.nle~;by accident.,' :~ ' ' .

Ori~ of:hisphtns was to QCCUPY'sorne.cor'tijoor suitable :
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post on the great road, when galeras and ()ther carl'iages
were expected. He took ,regular niilitary possession of
theseplaces; detaining allthépassengers to preventalarm
heing given,until he' had cóncluded the operation,

when they were relea,seif.. ..,"
.',' 1 was at ~evil1e, when he took advantage oí the ahsence

,cf the Captaingenera~who~vasat Vejer witll aH the dis
poseable,troops,an~ occupied for a whol~day -a, post ,on
the, gr~at road oí Madrid, which was actu{\lly .in sight of
!he Giralda.: His priso,!lers in the afternoon amolÍ_n~edto '
hear seventy.: "The' diligeI;lcepassed<;luring ,the time,
but his object was not to roh that conveyance, whjch was '
too.hazardous insuch a lo.cality, and drawing every body .

.inside, he al1<l\ved it to pass without heing percieved.
Amongs,t thesufferers.wcrésome officers ()fa reginient in
garrisqn', and.ayouth who \vas rep~irirg'to SeviIl~ with
a11 the 1110ney his friends could ~aise; i~ order tobe or~ ,
dained: á priest. 'He l?egged· that it IDight 'bereturnéd, ~neral
butJose~only gave him a doUar,ohsérving ~hat the d-is-
tance he hacl to travel was very short,and thathewould,
6nd ampJe assistance fr~m his br~lhren il) the city. '
, ,The robbery,ofth,e. diligences was alwaysa sepa~a~e en'!'

terpris~? an~ was generally execut~d eit4er ,~t Ilight orat; e,

dawn ofd¡íy.. 1 beli~v~ hisgaj~s fróm the'se conveyances
were incon,sideráhle, and he f~uÍld i1' b~tter to accept
" Illaill'~vhichw~a paid by the.prop'rietors.. ' G~ler~~ and
()ccasionally'convoy~ ,oCarrieros' cOJ.lveying m~rchandize

were' his besipri~es, He caplur~d:a galera froro ·Cadiz
whilst 1 wasJastinÁncialUl~ia, -whi~h'Was conveying- the'
cigara intended forthe .• royal m9uth., .They '",ere ~eQ~"

froro the Havannah, and the consumption w~sverygreat,
the cu~tQmbeing-onlytolight arid tben thr~wthem'dowu;
whe~ they 'yere picked~p by the attep,dants'; OQ. this


