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« About the end of the ensuing year, he set out in hostile array, to overrun Sidoniaand the

" adjoining coast.
« Nor did he forget [to invade] Rayyah and Algesiras, until their stars grew pale throughfear.
« Mter this he marched to the neighbourhood of Carmona, his host [moving on] like the

"revolutions of the mill-stone,
. "Rebels and liars trembled at his approach, as if they were suddenly seized by violent fever."

12 King Jayme is said in Muntaner (ubi supra) to have seized the Moorish governor by the beard,

in compliance with a vow which he had 'made before setting out on his expedítion, E lo senyor Rey
conecñ lo Rey Sarrahi, e per forca darmes acostas a ell, e pres lo per la barba.

11 Muntaner, in his Chronica del Rey Don Jaume Darago, written in the Limosine dialect, and printed

at Barcelona in 1562 (fo. vi.), says that the city was taken on the festival of St. Silvester and
St. Coloma.

.CH AP . ·I V.]

passage, with a French translation, in the Journal Asiatique of Paris (Aug. 1839). 1 have since carefully
compared the passage with a copy of Ibnu Khaldún, and found it correctly given. This renders it
superfluous for me to enter more into the subject : 1 will only add that there seem to be more varieties
of rhyme in the .muwashshahah than 'those indicated by Ibnu Khaldún. As a proof of this, 'I will quote

here a few verses of one by Ibn 'Abdi-r-rabbihi (Ahrned Abú 'Arnrú), who is by some believed to have
. been the inventor of them. .
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19 See Appendix, p. lxxi. :

16 Ibnu-l-abbár, apud Casiri (Bib. Ar, Hisp, Ese. p. 43), gives the Iatter date. Conde (vol. ii. p. 183)
addsvin the mo~th of Jumáda the first (April or May, A. D. 1094). See also the Appendix at the end oí

this volume, p. xxxix. According to the author oí. the Cronica de España (fo. ccc.), the Cid had been

sorne time in possession of Valencia during the lifetime oí Al-kádir; but, on the approach of the

l\.lmoravides, he evacuated that city, and abandoned the king to his fate.

15 The death of Al-kádir Ibn Dhí-n-nún is variously related by the Mohammedan writers. According

to Al-khazrejí (App, p. xxxix.), he was murdered in A. J:I. 485 by Ab4 .Nasr , the general of the
Almorávides, whom Ibn Jeháf had brought eo Valen~ia. Conde (~ol.ii. '·p.'175) says, th~t Ibn 'A'yeshah,

another Almoravide general, after the reduction of Denia, besieged Al-kádir inValencia. :.The latter, .

assisted by Ibn Táhir [th~ dethroned King of Murcia], ~ade a stout defence; but ' the Almoravides

having gained possession oí the city through the . treason of the Kádi IbnJeháf, who opened one of

the gatesto them, the garrison were overpowered, and Al-kádir himself slain. In the Oroniea de España,

Alcadubirle (Al-kádir-billah) is said to have left his palace disguised in woman's elothes, and to have

taken refuge at a house in the city, where he lay concealed until Ibn Jeháf found him out and had him

put to death, to rob him of his treasures.

20 1 have already alluded to this historian in the notes to the first volume of this translation (p. 473);

but, led into error by Casiri, 1 there called him Abú Bekr 'Abdullah Ibn Abí Bekr, &c. His real name

was Abú 'Abdillah Mohammed Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn Abí Bekr Ibm~-l-abbár Al-kodhá'í Al-balensí. The

individual aboye named was his father, See Casiri, Bib. Ar. Hisp, Ese. vol. ii. p. 129.

An interesting account of Ibnu-l-abbár and his untimely death occurs in the Ráyidu-l-jalák (Ar. MS :

in my possession), which, as it agrees with that given by Ibnu Khaldún (Part VI. fo~ 139), 1 am

inelined to think is borrowed from that historian. I here translate it: "Ibnu-l~abbár (Abú 'Abdillah

" Mohammed) was at first Kátib (secretary) to Síd Abú 'Abdillah Ibn Abí Hafss, grandson oí 'Abdu-l­

" múmen, when he was govemor of Valencia. He afterwards filled that situation under his son Síd Abú

" Zeyd, and accompanied him to the court [of Jayme L], when that prince abjured the religion_ of '

" his fathers and embraced Christianity; but, before Abú Zeyd had accomplished his wicked purpose.

1; lB ::.rhis Merwán [Ibn 'Abdilla] Ibn 'Abdi-l-'azíz is the same individual mentioned in vol. i. pp. 66 and

L 37.3, note 7, of this translation. He was descendedfrom 'Abdu-l-'azíz, first King of Valenciaof the

dynasty of the Bení Abí 'A'mir. Abú Bekr, the last King of Valencia of the dynasty oí the Bení Abí

'Amir, who was dethroned by Yahya Al-kádir, was probably his father,

----- ---- -- -- . - --- ----- --- - - - ---. - - -- -. - - - _._-- - --- _._--- - -- ------- - ---------- - _..:.- -- - - - - - --- - - -- --- - ----- -------- ----- -----~-
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22 ~.1-My copy reads ~1 Estajah (Ezija).

·. ; .
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Ist, a biography oí Spanish poets, entitIed rJliiJl ~~" gift forthe stranger or new'comer,'" acopy D.í

which is preserved in the library oí the Escurial (No. 354), although the name of the autb 'or is there
given different1y; 2nd, another biographical dictionary oí illustrious Spaniards, called Hiliatu-s-sey'rií,
"variegated silken robe," of which there is also a copy in the Escurial Library, No. 1649. ' ~ .

. , ~ . .

Instead oí "Ibn '1yádh," va~- some copies read va~ ,Ayádh, but it is difficult to say which is

the best reading; for both are Arabic names, and, strange to say, 1 have frequently met with thé same
word different1y pointed, though applied to the same individual. . Ibn Khallekán 'Writes'Iyádh; Ibnu
Bashkúwál and Ibnu-l-khattíb, 'Ayádh.

23 'Isti'áb is the title oí a work on the as'háb or companions oí the Prophet, by Abú 'Amru Ibn

'A,b4i.J-barr. See aboye, pp. 2 and 396, note 8•

. 21 In the Limousine Chronicle, attributed to Jayme 1. oí Aragon, which contains a detailed accountof
the taking oí Valencia, the year 1239 is given by mistake .

. 24. The Abú Sa'íd mentioned in this passage is the same prince alluded to in vol. i. pp. 164 and 441

of ihis trans1ation. He had been governor oí Granada at the beginning oí his father's reign. .

26 Al-mutawakkel Ibn Húd left a son named Abú Bekr Al-wáthik-billah, whom he ' had previously

appointed to succeed him. He had besides three brothers: Abú-n-neját Sálim, surnamed'Imádu-d-daulak

(eolumn oí the state), who was governor oí Seville; Abú Is'hák Sherfu-d-daulah (ornament oí the state);
and Abú-l-hasan 'Adhadu-d-daulah (arm oí the state) . .The latter was taken prisouer by the Christians;
but his brother Mohammed paid a considerable ransom for him, .and he was set free, Nothing can

be more obseure and eontradictory than the few accounts we have oí these princes respectively : the

confusión being greatly increased by the fact that all four are generally designated in' history by their
family appellation, Ibn Hüd, without their distinetive names or surnames. After the death oí Mohammed,

i. e. on the 4th ofMoharram, A.H e • 636 (Aug, 26, A.D. 1238), his brother; 'Adhadu-d-daulehI'Alí IbÍ1

Yúsuf], who was governor oí Murcia, caused himself to be proclaimed by the inhabitants'; but scarcely
had he reigned eight months, when Abú Jemíl Zeyyán, the dethroned King 'oí Valencia,' turned 'his arms

against him, took his capital, and put him to death on Friday, the 15th oí Ramadhán oí the same yea'f
(Conde, vol. iii. p. 21). This account, however, is eontradicted by Ibnu Khaldún (App. p. lxxviii.) and
Casiri (vol. ii. p. 64), who say that the victim oí Abú Jemíl was a noble chief namedAbú Bekr'Azíz Ibn

Khattáb, who had reigned in Murcia ever since the death oí Al-mutawakkel.

In A. H. 638, Abú 'Abdillah Mohammed, the son oí'Alí, regained possession oí his capital; and in the

ensuing year [A. H. 639J became a vassal oí Ferdinand IIJ. of Castile, and admitted a Christiari garrison .

-into the citadel oí Murcia; but, either the Christian conqueror was ~ot satisfied ~th " this ' mark oí
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CHAPo v-l

vassalage, :or, what is more probable, Ibn Húd entered into eome secret co~pact with.·IbilU~l~ahmar,~ .
Sultán of Granada, toorid himself oí his guests :the·fact is, that in A. H. 640', F érdinand sent against'
Murcia bis son Alfonso, whotook possession oí the -city and dethronedlbnHúd. Itmust, however, be'
~bserved, that whilst Ibnu-l-khattíb ami other Móham~edan' writers place the taking oí Murcia in 640,
Cascales (Discursos HistoricosdeMurcia; fo.18) says. rthat it tookplace-attheend of'638; and hequotes
even a grant oí land by Ferdinand to the monastery oí St. Mary of Valpnesta, made in Murcia, and
bearing the date of July.2, .124~,. . . .. ,. . " ., ..

Meanwhile Al-wáthik, the son oí Al-mutawakkel, lived in obscurity. Ibnu-r-remímí not only refused
to acknowledge him as his father's successor, but gave upAlmeria to Ibnu-l-ahmar, the Sultán of
Granada. Deprived oí the capital of his kingdom, Ai-wáthikwithdrew toa strong castle . in .' thé
neighbourhood oí. Almeria, where he d~fended himself against the attacks oí Ibnu-l-ahmar. When,
in the year 1261, the Moslems of Andalusia resolved, in concert with Ibnu-l-ahmar, to shake off the
Castilian yoke, the people oí Murcia seem to hav~ chosen Al-wáthik for their king; for we see.him figure
in .the Cronica de Don Alfonso el Sabio urider the corrupt name oí Alboaques. Murcia, however, was

speedily reduced by Alfonso X. and hisauxilíary, Jayme of Aragon, and Al-wáthik deprived of his states :
butthe Castilian king, wishing, as his chronicler informs us (fo. viii.), "to have a kingfor a vassal,"

app.ointed to the vacant throne "un hermano de Abenhud," a brother oí [Al-mutawakkel] Ibn Húd,
probably the same Ahmed mentioned by Ibnu .Khaldún (App. p.. lxxviii.), · unless he be the same

Mohammed who had filled . ~he. throne oí Cordova on a former occasion. . ' .
k écording .to Cascales (Discursos Historicos, fo. 25), the second taking of Murcia happened on the 13th

oí :January,.1265, a 'date ~hich can nowise berecOliciled with those here assigned for ·that event, much
less wifh that given by Ibnu ·Khaldún. (See App, p. lxxviii.) In order to render the facts above recorded

more conspicuou's, 1 here subjoin the genealogical tree of the seconddmasty ofi the Bení Húd,

I
,Alí 'Adhadu-d-daulah

1:'"
Mohammed

1
Ahmed.

CHAPTER V.

i

1 Nasr Ibn Yúsuf was the name of Mohammed's brother. See tbe Genealogical Table of the BenÍ
Nasr, at theend of this volume.. , ,

2 Instead oí the title ce Amír," taken by the sona and brothers oí the Sultáns oí all the dynasties that
ruled over Spain,..the Almohades.assumed ,that.of.Síd.OI; .S éyd.(Lord), .whence .the 8paniards .havetaken
the word H Cid.•'.' ;' : .

3' Ibn-Ashkilúlah or Ishkilúlah-was the surname oí Abú Is'hák Ibráhfm ·.At-tojibí/ : See -Ibnu-l-khattfb;

J
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8 (j.,jti~Probably the same place called Ujti Tekerná in the extracta from Ibnu Hayyán. . Seé '

p. 457, note 47.
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c, the visitor oí the Silah," being a supplement to the biographical dictionary by Ibn Zubeyr, entitled

Silah; ~I ~ ti "the ornamental , diadem," or a history oí Spain and Africa since the accessio~

oí Mohammed Ibnu-l-ahmar to the throne oí Granada; i.o,,;JI J~l "embroidered robe~,"~this'

was printed, with a Latin translation by Casiri, in the second volume oí his Bib. ' Ar: Hisp, Ese. ,

pp. 177-319 ;'-~}Jl )~, ~ 't~l ~rl ~ "pieces from thre~ds oí connecte~pearls i on

the history oí kings." This was !;L general history, in verse, oí al! the Mohammedan dynasties in the

East and West, but dwelling more particularly on that of the Bení Nasr oí Granada. .,

. ,

5 Marhalah means, properly speaking, e one day's march,' or thirty miles; but there must be some

error in the numbers, for the proportion oí length and width of the kingdom of Granada could at

no time be twenty to one.

6 Ibnu Khaldún resided sorne time at Granada, and was the pupil oí Ibnu-l-khattib, as. well as oí 'Isa .

Ibn Az-zeyyát and other celebrated literati oí that city. He himself says so in his Historical Prolegomena,

in the chapter treating of the literature oí the Arabs, fo: 273, verso et passim. 1 quote from the Leyden

copy (No" 1350 a) ; for that belonging to the British Museum is incomplete, and wants the two last books.

4 ¡,))~ ~ ti4~ If true, this is acurious fact, not recorded by Ibnu-l-khattíhor any other; of .the

Arabian writers to whose works 1 have had access.But 1 rather think that Ibnu.Khaldún was mistaken.

Ibnu-l-khattíb informs us that .Ibnu-l-ahmar sent his allegiance to the 'Abbásside Khalif. " His words are '

as íollow: '~ ¡,)~ d' ~ ';j> ~~b. ¡,)1~ ~~l )"a.l·¡ ~',~lj l..c~4 , ~~l ¿:t;1 Lo l;~ '"

~-,,"~I ~ ~ LU., ~. LLtJl "At the ' beginning of his reign, Ibnu-l-ahmar cau~ed: AI~ '
~.. l . " ' . ' : '

" mustanser Al-'abbásí, oí Baghdád, to be proclaimed in his dominions, following in: this the example of

" his ~amesake' Ibn Húd [Mohammed Ibn Yúsuf'], in 'order by that means to gain popularity among his

" subjects,"

' apud Casíri, Bib. ,A r . Hi~p.,Ese.,vol. ii. p. 98. He seems to have been married to a daughterofIbnu-I,
ahmar; ~or in the .inscription. on the tombstone of his son [Abú Mohammed 'Abdullah] at Guadix, .it is

said that Mohammed n. of Granada (son of Ibnu-l-ahmar) was his khálor uncle onthe mother's side~ - ,

9 Ibnu-l-khattíb gives the life oí this individual in his biographical dictionary oí.illustrious Granadians. '

His entire name was Mohammed Ibn Mohammed Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn Mohammed Ibmi-I-Iúshí Al-yahsobí .:

(Abú 'Abdillah). He was a nativ~ oí Loxa, in the province oí Granada, where he was born hi678. . He
died at Granada on the 20th oí Rabi' the second oí the year 752. , He is said to have .been a ,Kátib. ,- , . .
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10 See Appendix, p. lxxix., where the taking of Seville by Ibnu-l-ahmar is placed two years after,
' in 63L :'It was Al-bájí who t~ok the city in 629. ! . . "

(secretary) to Mohámmed Ibnu-l-ahmar Al-ghálib-billah, whose friend he was,before he.assumed the
royal title,

11)~ . d ' - ,But 1 think that '-?)~ ~l Ibn ..Az-zárí ought to be .substituted. 'A historian so

.named is frequently quoted by Ibnu-l-khattíb, who call~himAl-morrékoshi' . (the native of, or resident at,

Morocco) . .This history, entitled y;Jl ~~ Biyánu-l-maghreb, was unknown to Rájí Khalfah.

12~,Lz sháyak, Sp. te saya:" both are no doubt derived from the Latin sagus.

13~ .~-as inCasiri (vol. iivp. 264); but mycopy of Ibnu-l-khattíb reads J-,~'~

Hisn-Belúl.

14 Alíonso did not visit Ya'kúb in Africa, but met him in Spain. lhnu-l-khattíb says that the interview
took place in a town called Hadhrát 'Abbád, near Ronda, and that he pledged the crown jewels as
a security for tlie sums' he had agreed to pay to Abú Yúsuf foro the service. He then adds, 'on the '
authority : of a man who was present at the interview, "On thi~ occasion Abú Yúsuf gave a remarkable
" proof oí th'e contempt in which he held the Christian ,king ¡ for when Alfonso had submissively kissed
" hi~ handi he, .after the usual' complimehts] 'asked in his ve!y' presence for water wñerewith 'to iWash t~e

" stain oí the infidel off his hands. .

. ¡' This brings to my recollection a ' curious i~cident whicli ~appéned once to me, and which 1"ill no~ .

" relate, vouching for ita truth.-A Jewish doctor, named lbn ) lj; Razar, came once .to G~anada, under,

" the reign of the grandson of this same Alfonso [ped~oJ, and .visited meupon business. ' Onhis entering
" theroqm, where 1 was sitting with the Kádí-l-kodá of Granadaand other goyernment functionaries .ihe.
" presented to me apap~r signed by the Sultán oí Western Africa, . Mohammed, the son oí .'Abdu-r­
"<rahmán, son oí the Sultán Abú-l-hasan. ..This Mohammed,having beendethroned . by a kinsman .

" .of his, fled to the court of .the King of.Castile, whose assistance he implored against the .usurper oí his -

. '.' throne.This was readily granted, andMohammed, having subscribed to such conditions a~ .were:

" imposed upon him, obtained the aid of King Pedro, and recovered his throne. It appears, however,

" that a disputearose between the two as to .the mannerinwhich one oí the conditions ofthe treaty was

" to : be fulfílled, and ·the Jew was accordingly dispatched to me to know my opinion on the disputed
"c1ause. · Upon his entering the room, the Jew saidto me, ' My master the Sultán Don .Pedro salutes

I . .

" thee,and requests thee to olook over the contents of this paper and the offers made to .him bya man
" who ·was ·only yesterday the .most abject dog at his court, but who now boasts oí his perfidy and o
"treason,,'."l took the letterfro~ .the Jew, and, having perused its eontentsrreturned ittohim,saying, ·

" "Take itaway, ·I will not see it, nor will L'give my opinion upon it, and decidebetween thee and . .
" the man whom thou ca11est a dogo Is thy master's court so free from old men who know you as the

• f ' dogs, that you bestow such an opprobrious epithet upon a Mosle~ oí royal birtb? . y ou, not he, 'are the

" unclean animals, whose touch must needs be purified by water .' . Have you so soon forgotten that when
" the grandfather of thy present master kíssed the hand ~f. the commander oí the Moslems [Abú Y úsuf]. .

,..

¡, ¡
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15 ~~-which is a1so to be found written~ sabikah and~ sibkhah: the latter'word. means.. '
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" the latter asked immediately for water to wash out the stain, in the presence ofboth Cbristians and
"Moslems. That Mohammed bas fled to your country, and taken refuge at the court oí your king,
" is no fault oí his; for you yourselves instigated him to take that step. Let this . be 'a lesson lo you
" never to insult those who are better men than thee.'No sooner had 1 done speaking, than Abú,-l­
ce hasan, the same who afterwards became Kádí oí Granada, began to shed tears and to k~ss ,'my hand,

" calling me saint and friend of God, and all those present imitated bis example.'

. . .
. , . . .

. . '. . - :

16 See vol: i, p. 141, of this trans1ation, where it is said that the title oí Faquih was considereda very
honourable one among the Moslems oí Andalus. Ibnu-l-khattíb, who gives the life oí Mohammed II.,
does not mention this circumstance.

17 )WI-which Casiri (vol. ii. p. 273) translates by" aspectu pu1chrum." No town of this name

exists now in Andalusia.

1? ~lyJl-hut Ibnu-l-khattib, from whom this account . appears to have .been borrowed, writes

J ';11 Al-ghoráñ. .

19 1bnu-I-khattíb' gives the life oí this individual among those of his illustrious Granadians. Bis name: ,
was Mohammed, and he was th é son of 'Abdu-r-rahmán, son oí Ibráhírn, son ofYahya, son oí Mo­

liammed, son of Sa'íd, son oí Mohamm~d, son of. Fotúh, son of Moliammed, son oí Ayúli,' son oí Al-liakínl .
Al-lakhmí. He was a native oí Ronda, but originally. from.Seville. :At the age oí three-and-twenty he left
his native city, and made a pi1grimage to Mekka, visiting ón his way tHitHer 'the principalcities of Syria

and 'Irák, where he failed not to profit by .the le'ssons oí the most distinguished authors oí the 'time. ,: On
his return 't o Ronda, at .'the end. of.685, he. devoted himself entirely. to the cultivationof Iiterature, .

and tlie ·lectures .which he gavewere attended by numerous 'disciples , Having composed .a poem: in'.
. praise ofMohammed 11. of Granada, he,presented it to that Sultán, who ,wasso pleased with it .that .he

summoned . the author tooGranada, ' and appointed him his Kátibu-l-anshá, .or i secretary for the foreign

corr~spon~ence., . 'On thedeathof Mohammed H., hisson andsuccessor, Mohammed IIl., being pleased
with ·his services, promotedIbnu-l-bakím te;> .the.W izlrate, allowing him to retain his former appointment r
so that he became Dhú-l-.wizárateyn~ or.holder .of the two Wizírates.:·'

Al-makkari .does not .inform us 'how Ibnu-l-hakímworked his.own: ruin ando.that oí .his ..master : but
Ibnu-l-khattíb says; at . the time that he does.justiceto .hia. wiadom..and talents, .that 'he .was-a, man
oí overbearing temper, very 'proud, andexceedingly avaricious. . Although he ..was .absent from home.
when the mob broke .into his house,he was afterwards , discovered in ' oneof the rooms. of :the .palace

and put to death. .Tbnu..l-khattib .Iaments the loss .of a valuable )ibrary"which he hadcollected at ,great '
expensevand in which weresome. workscomposed by Ibnu-l-hakím, .such asahistory.of Monammedan

Spain from the conquest .tohis own times, 'Ibnu-l-heklm left a son; also named Mohammed 1bnu'-l-hakím;'

who :~rote', among other works, o~ee~tiÚ~d '~~.l . ~)~l ' : j ~f ~.'.fJl'" ~e1~:c¡~~'n' ~~f 'us~iui'
things and profitable allegations," 'and a supplement to the ~J ~~ ti bal~nce, of~dIIli~istra~i9n," .

by Ibu Rásh~.
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22 -"LtbJl ~.}" the hamlet of the thirsty men." Casiri (vol. ii. rp, 286) calls it Athoeha.

, ,

. 23 An-nuwayrí, .inhis history of Egypt, forming part of his Cyclopredia, gives two different accounts of

this battle, wñich, he . says, reaehed Cairo at the beginningof A. H. 720. The first of them is ' in ,

substanee the sa~e as that given by Al-makka~í, who, no doubt, bo~rowed it from the work of that'
historian. The second, which reached Egyp.t in thefonn of a letter fronitlie SlieiRh Huseyn IUn
,Abdi-s-sellám, differs in some material points; and 1 here ' translate if from a transcript sent me il,Jy my

esteemed frien~ Dr. Reinhart Dozy, of Leyden. .
" Don Pedro and Don Juan [el Tuerto], two Infantes of Castile, came here lately at the head of a for­

tt midable army, such as the Moslems never saw before, with the determination of taking possession of '

tt Granada." Theif fírst lhilt was near a castle called~ Tiscar, which theybesieged, The. governor, .

" whose name was Ibn Hamdún, offered to capitulate on conditiori that his life and those of the Moslems
H with him should be spared. The Christian Infantes having agreed to theseconditions, it was resolved

, ~ that the Christians should oecupy the castle, together with the Moslems, .Ibn Hamdún promised, ifthey

. ~ sent 'him a body oí five hundred men, to admit them into the fortress. When,night carne on, the Infantes,

" aecording to their promise, sent to the castle a body of five hundred horsemen, underthe command ofa

" rcaptain named '~) A!fand; but they had no sooner gained admitt~nce into the castle thanthey were

" scattered about the various rooms of the fortress and massacred, without their being able to assist each .

"other. When the King of Castile heard of the treason practised upon bis men, he took a most solemn

" oath not to return to his domin~ons until he had taken possession oí Granada by force of arms. He

H accordingly encamped about four miles from the city. .but as no one went out against him, he struck
H his tents and advanced two miles further, Wheri the Moslems sawthis' fo~idablé host 'approach the

H city, fear lodged in theirhearts, and they began to address the most ferventprayers to God.for their

"deliverance. The Sultán of Granada, seeing the .fear and eonsternation of his subjects, sent amessage

" to the Christian, saying, "Return to thy dominions without doing harrn to the fíelds, and 1 will give
H thee twenty loads of money.' But the Christian refused the offer, .saying, 'Nothi~g-will deter me from

H besieging thy capital until 1 take jt.' , The Sultán then sent him a second message, offering twenty-five

CHAP.V.] .

21 ~1- See aboye, p. 534, note 15.
n'

' . . .

20, Mohammed Tbn ;AH Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn Mohammed.surnamed Abú 'Abdillah Ibnu-l-háj, 'WaB born

atSeville ~n A. H.670, where he e~ercised the trade of engineer .and carpenter;: .While young he erossed '
over to Africa, and entered Fez, at that time tbeco úrt.ofAbú YúsufYa'kúb ,AI-inánsúr, the .Merinit é,

for whom he 'executed different works in that part oC the citycalled New Fez;: as well as within the
precincts oof his palace, ' &e. It was hewho constructed the arsenalof Salé. .':IbÍlll-l-khattíb'~ who gives
the life of Ibnu-l-háj among those of his .illustrious Granadians; says that he ; was ' " oaprófound

. .

' ,' geometrieian, and had much experience in making the hollów tubes," a ,species of cannon then in use

among the Spani~h Moslems s~ ~1, ~~~ . ~)~11 ~~:~1 J~i4 ' ~.. ~~~Thi~
reeommended him to the notice of Mohammed 11. oí 'Granada, who invited him to his court, and gave
him employment. Abú-l-jiyúsh Nasr, thefourth ~f thé Bení Naer.appointed him to be his Wizír; but,
being ~ccused of corresponding with the Christians, 'of affectingto speak theirJa~guage, and dress
like 'them, he made numerous enemies. When the revolution broke out! which deprived Nasr of his
throne, Ibnu-l-háj fled from Granada and crossed over to Afriea, where he died in 714.

.., ~_ _•__•• --:...._ ~..2 ._ . .
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25 Sneykhu-l-ghozát,or "Sheikh of the warriors," was the title given -to the general oí the African

troops in the service oí the kings of Granada. ' It was one of the highest dignities at court, and was

never conferred except upon membersof the royal íamily oí the BenÍ 'Abdi-l-hakk or Bení Merín~ who
were then reigning over Fez and Morocco.

24 By Báhá the author means, no doubt, the Archbishop of Toledo, through whose "interference the

Pope is saidto have granted to the Infante Don Pedro the tithes of all the churches of Spain, to cover

th~ expenses oí the war against the Moors.

, " loads oí gold, besidesone hundred dinárs daily, and onethousand every Friday ;' but the Christian king
" returned thesame answer, and, moreover, put the Moslem ambassador in irons. · This convinced the

, . e« Mosle~s that nothing could save them .except their own fortit~de a,nd the Almighty's helpyand they
H . accordingly madeevery preparationto meetthe impending danger. Having sent to implore the aid oí
"an Amír named Abú-Ljiyúsh, he hastened to their assistance with a body of one thousand horse. ,"Mean­

" while Abú Sa'íd 'Othmán Ibn AI-'ala,who commanded the troops of Granada, was,preparing to match

'~ , against the enemy. ' After directing the Amir Abú-I-jiyúsh to Iay in ambush with his men in aspot
,~: which he pointed out to them, he himself IMt Granada at the head of his forces.'Othmáil was shortly
" after followed by the Sultán, after whom carne a~ Amír named Al-maghráwi, with three hundred horse

" ?f the Bení Merín. Each of these divisions went along, trumpet sounding and cymbals beating, until
" they came in sight of the Christians, whorn they deliberately charged. ' Soon aftervhowever.-e-as pre- :
" concerted between them,-the Moslems gave way and ofled towards the city, being closely pursued
" by the Franks; but they had no sooner arrived at the spot where their friends were concealed, than
" they turned r óund and fought, when, thosein a~bush coming out, they gave their war-cry, and rushed
" upon the enemy, who, being taken by surprise, was completely routed," &c.

27 The date given by Ibnu-l-khattíb agrees with the Christian accounts, which ,place thé battle two
.. days after the festival oí StoJohn. The Spanish chronic1ers wiIl not allow that the body of the Infante'

Don Pedro was so indignantly treated. They say that it was carried off by his own men, and interred in:
the monastery oí Las Huelgas en Burgos. ' See Nuñez de .Villasan, Cronica de Don Alonso XI., cap. 'xviii.
As to that .of Don Juan, .it was afterwards given up on the payment oí a large ransom, owing, it is 'said,

. to his having once befrie~ded the Moslems - ~1· ~~ '.:J~

, 26 An-nuwayrí (loco laudato, fo. 112) also says Pedro carne accompanied by twenty-five

princes, arn~ngwhom were,his unc1e Don Juan, the Lord of A;rl Ossuna (or ¡;~ Lisb~n.)' , the .,Lord

. oí' Castile, ' the Lord of ~;;jJl ' Ilkirinterrah (England), the Lord of Aragon, and the Lordof ~~ '

Talavera,and others, all oí whom rernained on the field oí battle.

, ;

; ',' 1
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6 Abú-l-kásim lbn Sheríf is the same individual mentioned, in vol. i. p. 404, note 6, oí this translatio.n..

He was one oí the masters oí lbnu-I-khattíb,who devotes to , hi~ a long articlejn his biographical

dictionary oí illustrious .Granadians. His full name was Abú-l-kásim Mohammed Ibn Ahmed Ibn

Moharrimed'Al-hasaní As-sebtí , but hewas better known by the surname oí Ash-sheríf or lbn Sheríf

(the son of the Sheríf), because he was descended in a straight line from Al-hasan, one of' the sons

of 'AH Ibn Abí Tálib. He was born at CEmta in Rabi' the first, A. H. 697 (Jan. A. D. 1298), but went to

Granada, where he obtained office under the government, 'and, in A. H. 737, was appoin:tedKádi-l-ko,dá

or supreme judge. ' In 'Sha'bán,: 747, he was superseded, but soon after, upon the accession to the throne

oí MohaminedV., theeighth oítheBení .Nasr, he was restored to his office, which he filled till his

death. , Accordíng to my copy of Ibnu-l-khattíb, this happened in Sha'bán, 760 (July. i a.:». 1359);

which must be a mistake, 'since the revolution at Granada 'happened one month after, ' in Ramadhán, and

Abú-I-kásim himself is said to have gone to Granada as an ambassador oí Abú Sálim. , Al-makkarí,-who

treats at length oí Abú-I-késim in the third book oí tlie second part, where he gives the lives .of the masters

VOL. H. 3 z

. 2 The buildings erectedby order of Abú-l-hasan at Gibraltar are very minutely described by Ibn

Battúttah in 'his original travels. That author, who vi'sited Spain in A~ H. 750, under the reign of Abú
'Inán Fáris~ ' the .son oí Abú-I-hasan, enters into many interesting details upon the campaigns .oí the

Merínite Sultáns against the Christians of Spain. - Compare the Karttds, translated by Moura, .and Conde;
Hist. de la Dom. 'vol. iii. cap. xli. '

á Mariana, on the autho~ity oí a register-book kept in the archives of the cathedral oí Toledo, places

thisbattle on the 30th of October.

3 According to the author oí the Holalu-l-maushiyyak, this villa was erected by ldrís Al-mámún,
Sultánof the ,.Almohades, ·' duringhis residence in Malaga, before he took possessionof the throne. Síd

or Seyd being the title generally given to the princes of die 'Almohades, the villa "was called Mun'yat

2\:s-seyd . There .was another villa of the same name in theoutskirts of Granada, a city which, according

to Ibnu-l-khattíh, owed its principal buildings to its Almohade governors~ The ,author oí the Reykánu-l­

leb"á~ uia rey'ánu-sh-skebáb says that 'Abdu-l-wáhed L, seventh Sultán oí the Almohades, whilst he w~s

governorof Granada, and before he succeeded his father on the throne, built a magnificent paIace known

as Kasr 'Abiii-l-:Wáhed~ or the palace oí' Ábdu-l-wáhed, aswen' as a delightfúl ~illa called Dáru-I-beydká,

or the white house.

CHAPTER VI.

1 According to Marmol (Hist. de Africa, lib~ ii. fo. 210, verso), the name oí this son was 'Abdu-l-málik.

Marianacallshim Abomilique (AbúMálik)~ He crossed over to Spain before his father, andtook

Gibraltar. Having subsequently -made an incursion into Andalusia, he waskilled in battle with the

"Christiana. ' See Villasan,Cronica de Alfonso el Onceno, caprcxiii., and Mariana, Hist. Gen. de España,

lib. XVI. cap. ii.
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8

of Ibnu-l-khattíb, makes tbe same statement as to the year of his deatb; but he quotes a passage from the

~~) "obituary," by Al-kasmitaní, in which tbe death of Abú-I-kásim is referred to the year '761.

Among otber works on various brancbes of literature, Abú-l-kásim wrote an excellent commentaryupor,

the Miikssúrah"f Ibn Házemventitled ")yaiYl ..:t"b.. cÍ";}k.l1 '~L .¿; Htheiliawini of

" the veil whicb conceals the beauties oí the Makssúrah~", See vol. i. p. 405, of tbis translation.

538

9 In that part oí his work treating of the Bení Merín; but the passage is wanting in the copy of the

Turjimánu-l-'ibar preserved in the British Museum.

10 That is to say, of Abú 'Abdillah Mohammed, son of Abú Sa'íd Faraj, wbo was proclaimed king' at

Andarax, in A. H. 627, by the general oí the African troops, 'Othmán Ibn Abi-l-tola. See Casiri,

vol. ii. p. 294~ and the genealogical free of the Bení Nasr at the end of the volume'. ' The word reys,

whence the Spanishword "arraez" is derived, means r a captain or chief.'

7 lbn Marzúk. This is, no doubt, the same individual as Abú 'Abdillah Mohammed lbn Abí

,Abdillah Mohammed Ibn Marzúk, a native of Telemsán, who, during his stay atGranada, was one of
Ibnu-l-khattíb's preceptors, and beeame in time the Wizír of Abú Sálim, He was the author of a

history of Abú-l-hasan 'AIí, Sultánofthe dynasty of the Bení Merín, e~titleeÍ'~I "?l'~1

~~I ~1 (:)lbL¡Jl J~b-l ~ r. true rallegations {drawnj -from the 'history oí the Sultán ' Abú-l- '

hasan," ¡;om which, as wel1 as from anothe~ bistoricaI 'work, entitled:l:)l1Jl o;J "the pleasure ~f

direction," AI-makkarí gives large extracts in the eighth book of the first 'part , respecting the Sultán
Abú-l-hasan, These are principally relating to a magnificent present which that prince is said . to

have sent to Al-malek An-násir Moh~mIhed lÍ:m Kaláun, te~th Sultán of Egypt oí the dynasty ofthe

Baharites, when his aunt Mariam 'started ~na pilg~image to Mekka. ,' , That princesa 'was the bearer
oI threeof {he ' copieaof the Korán whiéhAbú-l-hasan himself had 'written, and which he destined

asa present to the threefnosquesof Mekka, Medína, and Al-kodeor Jer~salem. See vol. i. p.437,

note 90, of this translation.

11 The following account oí Redwán is given in the biograpbical dictionary of lbnu-l-khattíb. "

"Redwán, the Hájib, -the ornament of tbe Nasrí dynasty, was originally a Christian. 1 once he~rd

" him say that he was boro at a town called ~)L.al; Kalsérah, a~d tbat bis family ,0]1 ~ 't~,~ Jat~~r's side

" were originally from Castile, and, on the uncle's, .frorn Barcelona,both being principalfamiliee in their

" respective countries, Redwán's fatber, having killed aman, was obliged tofly the , countryand take

, cr refuge in Kalsérah, fearing the vengeance of the relatives of thedece~sed. . ' Redwán himself, having

" been taken prisoner when young, was brought to this capital, wbere he ' was bought by the ,Sultán

r< Abú-l-walíd Isma'il, befóre he ascended tbe throne. That prince became so attaehed to him, that soon

" after his accession he gave Redwán the command of his armies, and appoínted'him besides his Hájib or
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, 12 ~~_.~n ~..,- Al-'~rif" in Sp.anisli H Alarife," ,means 'anjIlsp.~ctor . of.publícworks ;;' and,

according to Ibnu-l-khattíb, the palace belonged to a person of that profession before it passed into the '

hands .of .one of the Sultáris of.Granada, who bought it for a large price, and made. considerable ,additiOI~S

to it.. ' This palace.rwhích ·k ·no. other .than the.famous.Generalife at Granada, isstilL exístingv .though
m úch.dilapidated. ..' -.; ' " ,

"chamberlain. Redwán made war upon the Christians with the utmost success, returning victorious

"fro~ every;.expedition. . Upon the death of Abú-l-walíd, Redwán was confirmed in his office by ' his
" successor, Mohammed," &c. ' . .

, ,

·14 Ibnu-l-khattíb, in the life of Mohammed V~, gives the details of this journey. The party started on

the 11th of Dhí-l-hajjah, and halted at Fah~s ,~-foñt~ . L~xa, A~tequera,' ~)-"~~ , ,~hek~w~n, , ,and
Marbella, where they embarked on the 24th. On the same day the vessel cast anchor at Ceuta, ,, ' They;
entered Fez on Thursday, the 6th of Moharram, 761. "

13 CasiÍ-i (vol; ii, p ; 317), and Conde (vol. iii, p. 152) after him, call this Sultán 'Abú Sa'id. In ' the '

extract from Ibnu Khaidún given at p. 357, I~ma'íl's relative and supporter is also named Abú Sa'íd; 'yet

in;nopart of his work does ' Ibn~-l-khattíb callhim' so, His. na~e was Abú 'Abdillah Mohammed Ibn

Isma'íl Ibn Móhaínmed' Ibn-Faraj ' Ibn Isma,'íl ' Ibn Nasr. My copy oí the Aháttah contains a long
biography ofhim~ : " " : ' '

16 See vol. i. p. 301, oí t~is translation, ~here Ihave given th'~ liíe oí this individual, translated from

my copy oí. the A,háttah. ' In 'the third book of the second part, Al-makkarLgives the lives oí all the

Sheikhs (masters) of Ibnu-l-khattíb, as well as of all the learned meo. .whom- he -met oin his travels;

or from whom he gathered information inany oí the various departments . oí Arabian literature. The

most celebrated of thesewere, Abú 'Abdillah Mohammed Ibn Jábir Al-wádi-ashí (from Guadix), the

author of the 'we~l-known 'book of trav~i~ -en.titled r~ ~\ L¡'~)" the pere~ri~aticins' of Ibn Jábir,"

who died at Túnis inA. H. 779 (beginning.May 9,A. D. 1377); Ahú 'Abdilla~_"Mohammed,lbn A~med

Ibn 'Alí Ibn 'AmruAt-temímí ;Abú 'Abdillah Mohammed Ibn ' Abdillah Ibn ',A.bdi-n-núr, who died oí

the plague at Túnis In A.H. 750 (beginning March 21, 1349)'; Abú -'Imrári M:ú'~aAl-ma~~údí, better

. known by the surname of An-najárí; Abú 'Abd íllah Mohammed Ibn Mohammed Ibn Mohammed Ibn ,
, AbÍ; Bekr IbnMarzúk ' Al-'ajísI; 'and' his brothe'r ·Abú-l-'a;bbás - Ahmed- IbntMarzúk; -Abú-l-barakát .

Ibnu-l:.háj 'Al-balkiní-, :Abú 'Zakariyyá: Yahya> IbIÍ -Hudheyf; 'Ab ú-l-huseyn-"Alí Al-kijáttí; Mohammed

Ibn Mohammed-Ibn Jazzf-l-kelbf/thé editorofthetravelsof Ibn·BáttJttah: &c~
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4, The Gotha MS. and my copy read here .. Sa'd" instead oí" Sa'íd.' This Sa'd is ~ot inc1udedin

the list of the kings of Granada given by ,Conde, and yet he appears to have been one of them ; for
in 'the genealogical account of Abú 'Abdillah or Boabdil given at p. 390, he is ealled the Sultán Sa'd. :

1 ought to observe th~t a descendant from Sa' d, named Isma'íl, ~qn ' oí Yúsuf, son of.Ai~káYim

v~ ~l ~~L~l Jw ,
L,,-JJ.-j~! ~L-; 13.-5'

" Ibn Habús Al-bádisí says, • Thus shall Andalus vanish one day.''' Rebelion y Castigo de los Moriecos
(Malaga, 1600), lib. i. cap. V.

1 Mohammed the seventh.c-csupposing the name of the usurper, who was put todea~h by Don Pedro,
to have been Abú 'Abdillah Mohammed, not Abú Sa'id, as it is stated by ,the Christian writers. See
aboye, note 13.

Mohammed was succeeded by his son Yúsuf IIL, between whom and Abú-l-hasan 'AH, .the riext
sovereign meritioned by Al-makkarÍ, several princes occupied the throne oí Granada. Thisgap in the
history of the last Mohammedan kingdom in the Peninsula is the more to be regretted, as it can only ~e

supplied by the writings of the Arabs, the Spanish chroniclers oí the time not being either accurate

. .or explieit enough toallow us to establish the chronology with any certainty. The work of Conde,
it is true, affords greater materials; hut as this portion of his history, though studiously shaped so as to
give it an Arabic appearance, is evidently founded on Christian authorities,-there not being· in the

Escurial any work on the history of Mohammedan Spain later than that of Ibnu-l-khattíbc-c-great

precaution is to be used in adopting his statements.For this reason 1 have avoided giving in the
Chronological Table (No. XX.), at the end of the volume, the dates oí the reigns of the seven Sultáns
who, aecording to Conde, oecupied the throne of Granada in the interval between the death of Yúsuf JI.
and the aceession of Abú-I-hasan, or Alboacen, as the Spanish chroniclers of the time write his name. .1

have also excluded from the genealogical tree oí the fami1y all those whose existenee rests only on
thetestimony of the Christian writers.

., ~: ..
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8 The author alludes, no doubt, to the troubles which distracted Castile during the reign oí HenryIV ~~

and whichMr. Prescott has so graphically and so truly portrayed ,in his admirable work on the reign of
Ferdinand and Isabella oí Spain, vol. I, pp. 93-216. '

9 No doubt the execution oí the Bení Serráj or Aoencerrages, which must have happened áliout this.
time; Their enemies, the Theghriún, or Zegrís, as tney ~.e.re callea by tlie Spanisli ,wríters. wen~ certain
Moors, originally from the ' Thagher or Thegher (Aragon), who. .upon the occupation of the country ,

by .the Christiahs, t~ok refuge in : Granada. The river, ~ow , called Se~e, is the j; ,-!~1-, Wáda ' ,

Thegher of the Arabs, who denominated it so, 'because it watered t'he country called by them Thagheru-l- ,
'álí, On the meaning of these words, see vol. i. p. 315. note 11., ofthis translation.

.' 7 ..ro k;., m~'ássir, the plural of:~~ ma'ssarah, ' ,a .mill,' principally for .grinding olives. I~ Spain

they are called almazaras. Ibn Battúttah calls t~e " sugar-mills " ~/ ;ak.o
, The word translated by "imis" isfanádik, the plural oí Ül~' fondák. whence the Italian "íondacQ"

and the Spanish "fonda, alfondiga, alhondiga," are derived. '

6 All this is very differently related in Conde, who makes the war ' last several years, and calls the
governor of Malaga Abdolah instead of Mohammed Abú 'Abdillah. ' See v'ol. m. cap. xxxiii.

5Zaghal, thus written ~ "-:- is not an Arabic word, and 'belongs, perhaps, to one of the African '
" ) . "

dialects. It would seem to be the origin oí the Spanish .word zagal, meaning '" a sprightly or comely
youth.' " , '

10 This must be understood as applying to Ferdinand, the husband oí Isabella, who, .after áIrilost

insurmountable difficulties, succeeded in uniting on his browthe crowns oí Aragon and Castile.

, l a, The word tr~nslated by i, heavy artillery " is ¿1~ madáfi" the plural oí ,¿~ madfa', a word ;'

meaning , a propellingmachine,' still used in Africa in thesame sense.

, U Don Rodrigo Ponce de Leon, Marquis of Cadiz.:Á1hama was taken on the 28th oí February. See

Prescott, Ferdinand and Isabella, chapo ix.

12 Henrique de Guzmán, Duke oí Medína-Sidonia, who, notwithstanding his being at the time offended '

,with the Marquis oí Cadiz, generously stifled his resentment, and afforded him bis assistance. See

Prescott, ubi supra.

,CHAP.VII.]

bíamr-illah M'ohamri1ed Ibnu-l-ahmar, Sultán oí Granadavwrote in ,the fifteenth century' oí ou~ eera a

' work ~ntitled 0Yl ~~.1 '~~' c:J~l~.1)' ,uu~iquepear1~ [selected] fromthenecklace 'oí

' time, or a ,biography of ' illustrious men;" and that from this work, which ' he frequently quotes,
Al~makkarí 'seema to .have ~erived , most of his Information on the history of Granada. ' '



24 Thus written ~u:"..L"Jl ..:.;.-;a-:::-,-but the name oí the place has nowhere been preserved. ,

[~Oo.K VUI.5.42

20 ~ftl- probably.Vera, unless it be written ~}Jl~ in whicbcasé it would, be Illora, a towri also

taken about this time.

17 This was, no doubt, the battle oí Lopera, in which the Moslems were deíeatedby the Andalusian

borclerers; but what is here meant by the chieís oí "Wester':l Andalus " it is not é~sy to say, the

Moorish kingdorn being then too circumscribed to admit oí such division. . The author perhaps means

those districts to the west ofMalaga which were then called 'Alga~bia or western : as those to the east

were called Aaarquia or eastern.

19 The word here used is ~,~l-which, added to the adjective ~.rl means 'war engines.'

21 ~- sorne copies, read ~- This town, which . was very well fortified, was . called by the

Moors Darkañ Gltarnáttah, or the shield oí Granada.

15 The Arabic text says.J.t>.~ that is, an uncle by the mother's.side. " The author means, no. doubt,

Don Pedro Henriquez, Adelantado oí Andalusia, who was a relativ~ oí Ferdinand, although, according to

theDhristian authorities, he was not take~;priso~~r)n the action. - St:e Pulgar" .9r.onipa de, los. Reyes
Catolicos, p. 206. -. ', . " .,' " . . .

1~ The 27th oí Jumáda the first, :A. H.• 887, answersto the 14th oí July, 1'1:82 j but the engagement is

said ~oh.a;ve. taken, pla.ce¡on the 3,rd. " See Pulgar, Gronica de los Reyes Catolicos" pp. 189:~~1. ; · '

'¡ " , '. : ; , ;' .. -Óv »

22 ~.} ~ Mont-ferid, a corruptio.n from Monte frigido. .is Montefrio, not far from, IJlpra. . The

town, called aboye Columbera, is Colomera.

16 Pulgar, Bernaldez, and other Castilian chroniclers, say that Abú-I-hasan was in Málaga at the time ~

the account given by .Al-makkarí is, however, the most probable. Unable to bear arms himself, Abú-l-

.hasan sent against the enemy his' own brother, Az-zaghal, and retired shortly ~ter to Almuñecar, where
he died. Mariana, on what authority it would be in vain to inquire, says that Abú-l-hasan '(whom 'he

calls Alboacen) was assassinated at Almuñecar by the command oí his own brother, Az-zaghal; but little

credit is to be giveri.to the statementsof a writer who invariablyconfounds Az-zaghal and Abú 'Abdillah,

calling them indistinctÍy Albohardil and Boabdil. .~ See.Prescott, lferf!ín.a1l:rJ and I~c!be.l(a., chap .. x.

. ' , ' ( , ,

, 23 g)~ - written ~~' Sahrah in sorne copies. Bernaldez, in,his manuscript ohronicleoIFerdinand

,and Isabella oí Spain, mentions a town 'called Saqra, which was taken about this r time. ' ,Marmol,

Rebelion, &rc., fo. 15, verso, calls it Zara. '
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tU J~ ~l ~~ , illl ~ ~ ,

" O Lord of kings! the kings of the AraBs and foreigners; thou art a talisman to thy equals,
". wliom thou preservest from injury and shame,

H To thee we run for assistance; for thou art the refuge oí those :wliom Fortune assails With her

" vindictive blows,
H In Allah;s name th~u pronouncest sentence, except on cases to him reserved; and who can

(f complain of thy' justice ?..
A:fter tlie aboye po étical composition, which consists oí severa! hundred verses intermixed with rhymed

prose, begins the second .part of the work, which, as 1 have stated in the Preface (p. xiv.), is also divided

into eight books, and contains the biography of the celebrated Wizír Abú'Abdillah Mohammed Ibn
'Abdillah Ibn Sa'íd Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn Sa'íd Ibn 'AJí Ibn Ahmed As-salmání Al-lúshi, better known

by the surname ·of Ibnu-l-khattíb, and the honourable appellation of Lisánu-d-din or H tongue oí the

faith."

Book the first treats oí his birth and ancestors. ..''Ibnu-l-khattíb was a native of Granada, but his

ancestors were originally from Cordova, where they lived in considerable affiuence. Having taken an active

part in the rebellionof the southern suburb oí Cordova against Al-hakem 1. in A. H. 202 (A. D. 818), they

were obliged, like thousands of other families, to seek shelter elsewhere, and retire to Toledo, where they

resided until the occupation oí that city by Alfonso VI. of Leon in A. H. 478 (A. D. 1085). From Toledo

the ancestors oí Ibnu-l-khattíb withdrew to the districts inhabited by Moslems, andofi~ed their residence

in various parts of the kingdom of Granada and Jaen. One of them, named'Abdu-r-rahmán, became

Kádí of a district called Beghah, in the province oí Jaen ; another, named Sa'íd, took up his _abode in

Lúshah (Loxa), and was appointed Khattíb or preacher to its mosqueo From this Sa'íd are descended
the Bení Al-khattíb of Laxa. Sa'íd had a son named "Abdullah, who was killed at the battle of Tarifa, on .;' .

Monday, the 7th of Jumáda l. of the year 741, and who was the father of Lisánu-d-dín.

. . .

. 25 This was Abú ..'AbdillahAz;.za'ghak who, ' .hearing .:of ,his,'c6usiu's pr6clamatióri in , .Granada.i.had

retired 'to ,Guadix , wherehe assumedthe titleof ··Sáhih (prince :Ór::Iord) ., :.His -cousin's vname.beingúlso

Abú 'Abdillah Mohammed,~they,have freq úently· be'én : éonfoundedrby-the 'Christian :;éhioniclers; .'.The
latter, however; iamore.generally:known-aaBoabdil.ca corruption from Abú ~Abdillahi' ór ·'el .Rey'chico .
(the little king), to distinguish him from his linde AZ;;·~agha1. >;MarrIlOI:(Ri!oelion, ~~. , :fo .; 15)says that

his people gave him the surname óí'Zogoybi. that is, the unfortunate." . Heappearsalsotó have' assurned,

uponhis acces~ion to the throne, the title of Al-kádir-billah. See Mariana, Hist, 'Gen~ 'de Espáña,; '
lib. xxv. cap. iI.. · , . " . . '

.Here follows in the original manuscript, but not in the abridgement, a long risáleh or epistle, written
partlyin prose and partly in verse, by Abú 'Abdillah Mohammed Ibn" Abdillah ' Al-'arabí Al~'okaylí, 'the
secretary oí Boabdil (Ab6 'Abdillah), thelast Itirig of Granada, and addressed ,' in hi~ ' master;s name.i'to
theSheikh [Sa'íd] Al-watási.Bultán of Fez, and founder of the dynasty oí the Bení Al-watás, The

" '"" , ;. ".

risáfeh, 'entitled, VL; c)lbk ·r L.o ~ l J,Jt ~I '~)Áll ' ~' ~w~l ·;bl.,Jl _ ~-,)I ,(the.ga~dens of

odoriferous il()wers;ot,lhernessage to 'the Lord and Imám the Sultán oi Fez), is written in th~t' higbly

figurative style "so ~úch to the taste of the Arabs, 'and r elates the last events of lhé war oí Gr ánada and '
. the taking ofthat 'capital by Ferdinand; it begins thus: .
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Book the second treats oí his education and political career, "the offices he filled, &c. .

Book the .third, "oí his masters and the learned men whom he met in his travels, and from whom he

.derived his v~luable and varied iní~rmation inthe severa! d~partments ofscience. "

Book the fourth, · of the perorations .which he made on public occasionsvand of the epistles which ;
he addressed in the name of his master to the Kings of Eastern and Western Africa.
. Book the fifth- extracts from his prose works as well as ñ:0m his poems.

Book the sixth, of the works which he wrote on various subjects.

Book the seventh, oí bis disciples. . These were, Ibn Zomrok, W1 d 1 Ibnu-l-munhá, author of a ' .
" . ' • > I

commentary upon the ~ dI ~I (Al-fiyyah oí Ibn Síná or Avicenna); Abú Bekr Ibn Jazzí-Lkelhí, .

. son oí Abú-I-kásim Ibn Jazzí-l-kelbí, ' who had been one ~í Ibnu-l-khattíb's preceptors , Abú'Abdillah

Ash-sheríshí; Abú Mohammed I~n 'Attiyah Ibn Yahya Ibn 'Ábdilláh Ibn Talhah ' Al-moháribí; Ahmed

. Ibn Suleyrnán Ibn Farkún, a celebrated poet, and others. . ' .
Book the eighth, .oí his sonso Ibnu-l-kbattíb ·left three sons: 'Abdullah, Mohammed, and Abú-l-hasan

,AIí. The eldest, ,Abdullah, filled sorne office"oí trust under his father, whom he followed to Africa; -he

was a.good poet, and left several works in prose and verse: he was born at Granada, on Saturday the

17th oí Safar of the year 743. Mohammed gave himself up to devotion, and retíred to a záwiyak or cell,"

where he died.
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Eetracts from the historical uiork entitZed "Traditions of Commandmen: andGovernment,"
reZating to the murder of 'Abdu-l-'azíz. See vol. i. App. E. p. 1. et seq.

y
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A.

A P P E N DI x,

J ,

How ' Abdu-Z-'azíz, son of Músa Ibn Nosseur, was put to death .in Andalus by order 01 the

Kltalif Suleymán.

Tlie historian says,-An~ they relate, 00 the authority of ~ohamIIled Ibn 'Abdi-l-malek,
that Miisa remained at the eourt of Suleymán, imploring his forgiveness, until that Sultán
graoted him I a complete pardon, which he also extended to 'his two sons, 'Abdullah
and 'Abdu-l-'azíz; suffering the formen' to retain the government oí Eastern Mrica, Tangiers;
and Sús, and the latter that oí Andalus, as previously agreed uetween him and Músa. ,Ho~..
ever, wHen,'Abdu-l-'azíz heard of Suleymán's treatment .o'f his fatuer, he Began to sReak
slightingly oí his sovereign, and snoweo 00 every oeeasion his resen'tinent oí tlie injuries
inflicted on him. ' This being reported to Suleymán, that Sultán coneeived fears that 'Abdu-l.. '
'azíz migHt ,slialie off' his allegianee and revolt against him, Re therefore wrote to Habíb
Ibn Alií 'Obeydah., Ion Wa'lah At-temímí,Sa'íd Ibn 'Othmán Ibn Yásir, ,Amru Ibn Múmelah
Al-yahssobí, 'Ornar .Ibn Kethír, and 'Ornar Ibn Sharáhíb, all of whom were superior officers
in the Afriean ;:trmy, telling them what he had heard respecting ,Abdu-l-'azíz, and how he
had been told oí his meditating a revolt. He likewise .apprised them how he had written
to ' Abdullah Ibn Músa, eommanding him to send every one of them to'Abdu-l-'azíz , in '
Andalus, and telling him not to wonder if he thus deprived him of the .best officers in
his army, as they were very mueh wanted on the opposite land, where there were- more
enemies to encounter, At ,the same time, Suleymán issued to each of the above-mentioned
individuals secret instructions eommanding'Abdu-l-'azíz to be put to death, andopromisingthat
whoever would execute thedeed should be 'appointed his successor, To'Abdullah he wrote
in these terms: ~'The Comma~der of the . Faithfulperceives that thy brother, 'Abdu-l-'azíz,
"has in front of him an enemy against whom all possible courage and energy must needs
"be displayed. He has inquired, and he has been told that ' 'thou hast under thy orders
"many men of that description, such as so and so, and so and so; send them .all to' thy
ce. brother,'Abdu-l-'azíz, in Andalus, that 'he .may employ them ,against the eommon enemy."
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To 'Abdu-l-'azíz, moreover, he wrote as follows: "The Commander ofthe Faithful has been
" informed of the class of enemies thou hast to contend with, and the want in which thou art
" ·of men oí 'courage and experience: knowing, therefore, that there are now in ,_E astern
,, 'Africa, at the orders of thy brother 'Abdullah, sorne men oí that description, .he has
"~tten to him to dispatch them to thee, that ·thou mayst give them command in thy
" armies, and appoint them to posts of trust near thy person or on the frontiers." '. Another
letter was then issued to the conspirators, saying, "1 have sent you writtenorders
" enjoining the people of Andalus .to obey you in all cases, ' and absolying you from the
"·death of 'Abdu-l-'azÍz. These letters you are to read; ' wherever you m~y be, ' to all the
" Moslems under your orders, that they may all know and understand what my wishes and
" commands are; and when you have made yO"urs~lves a party sufficiently strong among the
ce· soldiers, you shall rise and put to death 'Abdu-l-'~zíz, ir such 'be the will of God,and then
" return."

When 'Abdullah, the governor of Eastern Africa, received the 'aboye letter from the Khalif,
he hastened to comply with his orders, and immediately prepared for the departure for Andalus
oí the men named in the dispatch, who had no sooner arrived and presented their credentials
to 'Abdu-l-'azíz, than they were most kindly received and hospitably entertained by that
governor, who told them to choose the provinces of his government wherein they preferred
to settle, or the frontiers whereon they wished to be employed. The conspirators' then held
eounsel together, when one of them rose and said, ce'If the orders of the .Commander of the
,'r.Faithful are to befulfilled, you cannot accept of the proposition of'Abdu-l-'azíz ; for if each of
" you go first to the station allotted to him, and then returñ here, 1 apprehend y;ou will
ce, never be ,able' to accomplish what is required from yo'u: the army is mostly in liis favour;
" Hehas plenty of money, gr~at .p-ower, and numerous maulis and adherents attached to his
ce' persono 1 think o'UT best plan is to remain liere, and get rid of hinr secretly : .there are
~' many men in thisplace (Seville), who, were they to lend a hand tothis enterprise, would

. " fnsure its successe one is Ayúb Ibn Habíb, the son of Músa's sister; 1 advise you. to see ,
~, him~ aiid communicate to him the Khalif's hi.structions."This plan being agreed upon as
the most expedient, the delegates went to see Ayúb, and offered him, in ' the Khalif's name,
the government of Andalus if he would assist them in their undertaking. Ayúb having
consented to kill '.Abdu-l-'azíz on this' condition, they promised him their allegiance in case .
of success, The delegates went next to 'Abdullah lbri "Abdi-r-rahmán Al-gháfeki, who ~as

the most eminent and most conspicuous person in the army, by his talents, his generosity,
and his virtu~s: having read in his 'presence the letters of Suleymán, they discover~dto him all
their plans: 'Abd,ullah, however, would not be a party to the murder of 'Abdu-l-'azíz; on the
contrary, he said to them, "You know that the hand of Músa has conferred benefits on every
." oneof you, great or small. If the Commander of the Faithful has been informed as )rou
" represent, he has been told alíe. 'Abdu-l-'azíz has never raised his hand in disobedience
" to 'his master, no~ dreamt of revolting against him. · The Khalif, at the distance he is,
~' ~annot see whethe~ ,Abdu-l-'azíz is guilty or innocent of .the crime imputed to him ; but JOu

. ' . .. .', . . ' .' ' " . \ . , - , ' ,
" can, and it is for you to decide whether he deserves death, or noto Follow iny advice j glv.e

e.. ' . ' • • . • • ' • • . ' • . " ' . , • • "

"up your purpose, and write to the Khalif that you cann~t put his .orders into exec~tlOn.
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The .delegates. however, disregarded his words . for the love . of theSultán, and went about
theirbusiness. 'Sorne time':aftérwards, they again met together and decidedupon .his .death,
which they accomplished in the following .manner. . They. stood at the gate of.his palace;
waiting till he should goto the mosque to ~ttend : morning prayers.:'Abdu-l-'azÍz left his:
palace at dawn ofday, bent his steps towards the. mosque, .entered the kiblah, :and obegan .to
read 'the Korán~ " Scarcely had he .finished reading -theint roductory chapter, when, 1q 1 a great
n~ise andconfusion -was suddenly heard, and.one of the conspirators, Ibn Abí 'Obeydah (Habíb),.
rushed upon 'Abdu-l~'azíz .and struckhiÍn a: blow, which, however, took no 'effect. The
service was interrupted j and 'Abdu-l-'azíz, ·leaving the léiblah 'where he was, '~took . refuge .'in'
the, bodyof the.mosque: hewas followed thither by Ibn Wa'Iah At-temímí, .who kilied ,him.
When the news oí thedeath of 'Abdu-17'azÍzspread through the city, the inhabitants were greatly.

astonished and displeased: the conspirators then produced the letters and the or~ers received
from : theKhalif Suleymán, but to ono purpose ; the people would not attend to them, and o
they chose 'Abdullah Ibn Abdi-r-rahmán 'Al-gháfeki tú be .his ,' successor. ' In the mean
time Habíb .Ibn Abí" 'Obeydah , and his comrades marched to Damascus . with the : headof .
,Abdu-l-'azíz, son 'oí Müsa. But we. hav~ ' reached the end of our narrative. God be praised
for it 1',

APPENI)JX~-

How t~e head of"Abdu-l-'azíz too» brought to Su~eymán.

The autHor -of the tradition says,-When Suleymán thought that the messengers sent by
him to .A':ndalus ha<l reached their destination, and executed his comjnands, he proceeded to
remove 'Abdullah Ion: Ml1sa from his government of Easfern lUrica, S~s, and Wangiers. l1his
took place towards"'the end of the year 98 oí' the ,H ijra, in the month ,or ,Dhí-l-hajjah (July
or August, A.D. 717). Habíb and his compariions then carne io Damasc ús, and placed
the . head of 'Abdu-:-l-'azíz before the Kh~tlif Suleymán, who sent immediately for Músa.
H~ving app-earea in Bis p,resence', and being made to sit behind the people, Suleymán pointed
to the líead, and said to Músa; ce,Dost thou know whose head that is ?":-:''' Yes," a~swered .
Músa, "1 do; that is the head oí my son 'Abdu-l-azÍz." The messengers then rose and
informed .the Khalif of what they had , done in .AndaIus for : the executi.o~ oí" his ord~rs.·

Hearing which, Músa got up, and, after praising God~ said, "O Commander of theFaithful 1,'

, "thou art revenged; the head of 'Abdu-l-'azíz Ibn Músa (may God show him merey 1) is
" before thee, but by the life of God there never was a Moslem who less deserved such unjust
" tl:e~tment; for he passed his days in fasting, andhisnights 'in prayer; noman ever more
"loved his God, or his messenger ,Mohammed ; no man ever performed greater deedsto '
" serve the cause of the Almighty; .or was more firm in his obedience tothee, or' showed
"a miIder disposition towards the'~en under .his orders.r v'Abdu-l-tasis is no more;" (may
" God forgive him his sins 1) for, by Allah 1 he was neither avaricious of life, nor fearful

. "of death. None of thy predeoessors.-c-neither 'Abdu-l-Ihalek; nor'Abd~-l-'azíz, nor even Al--, '
" walidy--would hav~ treated him thus, or reduced him to this plight. Thou even wouIdst
" never have donewhat G,od sawthee do with him, had there been any justicein thee. They
"were all exceedingly pleased 'and satisfied withhim, well knowing his honesty and his
" virtues ; and' were therefore incapable of.b~having thus te> him merely upon the strength oí



An account of thegoverno~sof Andalus ofter Músa and his son'Abdu-l-'azíz.

The author says,-And they relate that 'Abdu-l-'azí,z Ibn Mú~a governed Andalus one year
after the departure of bis father, after wbich he was put to death, as before said, bythe order
of the Khalif Suleymán. He was succeeded by Ayúb Ibn Habíb Al-lakhmí, who governed si»
months : thencame Al-horr Ibn 'Abdi-r-rahmán Ath-thakefí, for three years. After him, As­
samh Ibn Málik Al-khaulání, who ruled for three years and a ltalf; then 'Anbasah (Ibn Soháyrn
Al-kelbí), two years and nine months. Mter him, Yahya Ibn Salmah, one year asui .three
months, _- Áfter him, Hodeyfah Ibnu-I-ahwass, six months. After him, -'Othmáil ' Ibn"Abí
Nes'ah Al-khath'amí, si» months;: Mter him, Al-haytham Ibn 'Obeyd, one year ,and tioo
months. , Then 'Abdu-r-rahmán Ibn 'Abdillah Al-gháfekí, four years. - Then 'Abdu-:-I-malek ,

I.. ,
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" false reporta," Suleymán then said, "Thou liest, O Músa! thyson, 'Abdu-l-'azíz, was
" not as thou representest him; 'on the contrary, he was impious and forgetful of his reIigion;
" he was the persecutor of the Moslems, and the sworn enemy of his sovereign, the Com­
"mander of the Faithful. Such was thy son; O foolish and .doting old man! not as
" thou describest him." Músa then replied, "By·Allah l 1 am no dotard, nor would 1
" knowingly deviate from truth, wert thou to answer every one of my words with the blows of
"de~th. 1 speak as the honest slave ought to speak to his master, with ,submissión and
" respect, bearing the insult without retorting it; but 1 place my confidence in God, whose
" help 1 implore, and beseech-e---. Grant me his head, O 'Commander of the Faithful! .that

" 1 may shut the lids of his eyes."And Suleymán ,said to him, "Thou mayst take it,"
Músa then rose from his seat, and, taking the head of his son'Abdu-l-zazís, placed it in
a comer of the tunic he had on; he then folded it twice backwards, in doing which
the otherend of his vest came off his 'shoulders. Miísa wasgoing ' out of the room in
this manner, without either noticing or trying to repair the disorder in his dress, when
Kháled Ibnu-r-rayán, having noticed it, came up to him and said, "Take up that garment
of thine, O son of Nosseyr!" but Músa, turning round towards him, replied (ironically)
in these words,"':""" This is no doubt a proof of the great love thou bearest to me, O Kháled!"
Suleymán then interfered, and said to the latter, "Let Miisa alone; he has already been
" sufficiently punished;" and when Músa left the room he' added, "Tha:t old marr's spirit is
" still unbroken." , They ' say, that as Músa was quitting the palace he met Habíb Ibn Abí
'Obeydah, to whom he addressed abusive words before allpresent, disclosing at the same time
some shameful circurnstances respecting his family, unknown , to all but hirnself, and
wBich cast no srhalldiscredit upon tHe person of that officer.

Some time after these events, Súle~mán naving -madé inquiries respecting the case of
,Abdu-l-iazis, found out tha~ all tlie reports r éspeéting him were unfounded, and that 'Abdu~l­
'azÍz had never swerved from his obedience, nor done any other reprehensible act; on the
contrary, he had been throughout hisJife a model of virtue. When the Khalif saw this
he repented of what he had doney.and, being angry with Habíb and the othér messengers, he
caused them to be banished the capital, and entirely disregarded their petitions. ' He then
remitted to Músa the payment of the remainder of the fine. ,

n
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Ibn Kattan Al-korashí,lour years.Then 'Okbah Ibn Héjáj(As-selúlí); fioe 'years and tbree
' months• . Then 'Abdu-l-malek Ibri. Kattan, for the second time. .oneyear.. After him, Balh
(Balj) Ibn BeshrAl-kusheyrí, si» month«. Then Tha'lebah Ibn Selámah,five monihs, Then
Abú-l-khattár Ibn Dherár Al-kelbí, tbree years. ' ~Then Thuábah Ibn Salmah, one year and
one month, Then carne theoverthrow oí the dynastyof .theBení Umeyyah in the East;
whenthe people oí Andaluschose for their éommander Yúsuf Ibn 'Abdi-r-rahmán Al-korashí
Al-fehrí, withoutany order or sealed ietters from the Khalif to thateffect.YÚsuf governecl
Andalus for ten years, until the arrival of 'Abdu-r-rahmán, .son of Mua'wiyah, son oí Hishám,
son oí'Abdu-I-malek, son oí Merwán, son of Abú-l-'ássi, son of Umeyyah, . son oí'Abdu­
sh-shems, son .of 'Abdu-Menáf, 'who took the command of the country out of his hands,

How the massacre 01 the BeníUmeyyah come to pass.

The author says,"":::"And they relate that after the death ~f Merwán, the last Khalif oí the
houseof Umeyyah,' As-seffáh gave orders to his lieutenants in Syria and Egypt, to look for
the surviving members of that family, and put them to death. Accordingly, 'AbdulIah Ibn
'Alí, who was governor of Philistín (PaIestine), began to give out that his intentions were

. good, and-that he carne to pardon the Bení Umeyyah in the Khalif's name, and to restore
them to the possession oí al1 their property and hon~urs. On the faith of these promises,

.about eighty-three of tue- most il1ustrious and principal rnernbers of that unfortunate family,
amongst whom were 'Abdu-I-wáhed Ibn Suleymán Ibn 'Abdi-l-malek, Yahya IbnMu'awiyah,
:Abán Ibn 'Abdi-l-'azíz, 'ana. 'Abdu~r-rahrnán IBn Mu'awivafl 'Ion 'Hishám, surrendered
themselves. It happened, however, · th~t the Iatter, wh~ became afterwardsking of
AndaIus, met on his way to the governoHs aman wñom He had '~ p'atronised and esteemed
in former times, and .whc.etopping him, addressed him in .the fol1owing words i "Obey
"me to-day, . and 0RRose me if thouwilt on the day of 'judgment." ,Abdu-r-rahmán
replied; "In" wlíat' am 1 to obey thee? "-"Away! away!" said the .man ; "fly to the
" West, where a kingdom awaitsthee; for all this is a' treason prepared by As-seffáh, who
"wishes to rid hi~self in one blow of all the Bení Umeyyah."-','How can that be?" replied
,Abdu-r-rahmán, "when thegovernor has received his letters comrnanding him to assemble
"ns, to restore us our property, and to grant us besides plentiful pensions and bounteous gifts?" ,
_ce Do not be led away by these signs of peace and pardon," said the man; " for, believe me,
" never will the Beni"Abbás consider themselves ful1y in possession of the throne, never will
"they deem themselves secure, as .long as the eyes of one of the Bení Umeyyah. remain
"open."-" And what shall 1 get," replied 'Abdu-r-rah~án, "by following thy advice ?"­
"Uncover thy back, that 1 may see' thy shoulders; for,if 1 am not mistaken, thou art the
,~ roan for whom the kingdom of Andalus is destined." And on 'Abdu-r-rahmán uncovering
his shoulders, as he was desired, the roan saw on one . of them the mark alluded to .in the
Kitábu-l-hodthán (the book of the future events), which was an immense black mole, rising on
his back. "Away! away l " repeated the man; " go to the West, and 1 will accompany thee
" part of the way ~ I have twenty thousand dinárs; 1 wiIl bring them to this spot, an~ thou
"~halt depart."-" Who gave thee that money?" ínquíred sAbdu-,r-rahmán. "Thy uncle,

J
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Emtracts from. the JadJ/watu-l-muktabis J:í Táríkhi ~rejáli-l-andalus (a sparkle 01fire from the
steel on the history 01 the illustrious men of'!An'dalus), .by ~bú'Abdillah Mohamme.d Ibn. Apí
Nasr Fatúh Ibn'Abdillah Al-a~dí Al-homaydí, 01 Cordova:' , (Bibl. Bodl. .Hunt, 464.)

Reign 01Mohamm~d, son 01Hishám, surnamed Al-muhdi.

This Moham~ed,. who was the son' of Hish~m, . son . of 'Abdu-l-jabbár, son of ~Abdu"':r­
rahmán An-násir, rose .' against Hishámj son of Al-hakem, and deposed him in themonth .
oí Jumáda .n. of the year 399 (Feb. A. n. 1009), assuming the title of Al-muhdi (the directed).
He continued thus in undisturbed possessionof the empire su Thursday the fifth of
Shawwál of the same yeal'. (June 2, A.D. 10'09), when Hishám, son of Suleymányson of [~A-bdu­

r-rahmán] An-násir. .revolted against him in Cordova with the Berbers. . Mter fighting;in
the streets of the.city the remainder of that day, the whole of thenight, and part of the' next .
morning,. the inhabitants tookthe partoof .Mohammed, and the .Berbers ' were routed and

1 For an account of tbis autbor and bis various works, seeVol. i, Preface, p. xx. and pp. 193, 473. Deceived by the similarity
. oí the title and tbe general appearance of tbe manuscript, 1 tbere bazarded tbe conjecture tbat Al-homaydí's work was an

abridgment oí a voluminous history of Mohammedan Spain,wbicb Abú Merwán Ibn Hayyán wrote under tbe title oí Al.muktaois

fí Táríkhi rejáli-l-andalus; but, altbougbtbe facts of tbis latter work bavingbeen composed at least tbirty years before tbe

former, and oí Al-bomaydí being a disciple of-Ibnu Hayyán, seemed to favour thesupposítíon, 1 bave, upon cIoser investigation,

. discovered that the work oí Al-bomaydí, from whicb tbe following extracts are taken, has nothing in common witb the more

'voluminous bistory written by the celebrated Abú MerwánHayy én Ibn Kbalf Ibn Huseyn Ibn Hayyán, oí Cordova.

" Moslemah . Ibn 'Abdi-l-malek," . answered the. mano .' Upon .which. the prince,'. starting,
said, '~By ' Aliah!. thou .sayst. the .truth, man ;: for 1 recollect now, 'that when l ·wasachild,
" my uncle, Moslemah, who on my father's death . took ·care. ofmy .infancy.: one ;day: unce­
"veredmy shouldera.and .saw the mark thou speakest .of.wh én he began.to weepprofusely.
ce. We .were then, my uncle and I,before my grandfather, the Khalif Hishám, who nosooner

, ." saw· my-.unole' s. sudden ',affiiction, than he ..inquired. the cause -of.It," . .Moslemah . then
'said, "O ' Commander . of the Faithful! ; this. orphanrwill live : to be king. of .the ..West,
,~ after ·the . overthrow of our ' empire .'in .the . East."-"'-'-,~ And '.why .. shouldst. thou I ,weep,

.cc O Abú Sa'íd! " .. replied my -grandfather. · . "1 do : not l we~p .on account;·of that; but,
" by Allah ! I weep becauseofthewomenandchildrenof the Bení Umeyyah, whose gold
~' and silver necklaces shall be converted into so . many iron collars,whose sweet perfumes,

." aromatic woods, and odoriferous ointments, shall make room for nauseous smells and the .
" coarsest brush-wood. But God is over 'all things: after prosperityand glory, humiliation
" and misfortune generally succeed." . , . ~ , •

[The author goes on to relate the massacre .of the Beni Umeyyah, ninety .of whom ~ere barbarously

butchered after a banquet to which they had been invited by thegovernor.]
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. 3 Namely, the upper, tbe lower, and the central. See vol. i, p. 315.
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. ,:R eign 01 Suleymán Ilm Al-hakem Al-musta'ín.

-.Suleymán Ibn Al-hakem rose, 'as related, on Friday the 6th of Shawwál of the year
399 (September 4, ' A.D. 100S), when ihe :assumed the appellation of .¡1.l-musta'ín-bUláh
(he..who beseeches the help of God). Mter .this he entered Cordova, as aboye r élated; 'in

"the ~orith'ofRabl' ri.ofthe year 400 (November or December, ~"D. l009),when, 'in addi.. ·
tionto 'that ofAl-musta'in.he took the surname or'Adh-dháfir bihaul-illah (the Y.iétoriou,s by

cornpelled to leave j;he 'city. -Hishám was, moreover, :n;.ade .a prisoner, andbrought to othe
presence of Mohammed, who beheaded him with his own hand•

. After this .. defeat the ,Berbers, havingjmited their council, appointed ;30 nephew of the
deceased, whose name was Suleymán, to command over them, Suleyménwas 'the sonof
AI-hakem, son of SuIeymán, son of ['Abdu-r-rahmánJAn-násir. ..ImmediateIy after his
appointment he retired with the Berbers into the Thagher, whence, reinforced with Christian
troops, he soon after returned to Cordova, and Jaid vsiege to it, On the appearanceiof
the Berbers before the walls, part -of the garrison and th é ·inhabitants sallied out .again et the
enemy; but they were unsuccessful, and repulsed with the lossof upwards of twenty thousand
of their 'number, This disastrousbattIe, which wasfought near a 'mountain 'there :called
Kantísh," has become celebrated in history forthe numberofeminent men,-poets, historians,
theologians, Imáms,Ab;nuezzins, and others,-who perished in .it , Mohanimed Ibn Hishám
Al-muhdi, however, escaped from the .swords of the ..Berbers, and, afterremaining a fewdays
in concealment, succeededin reaching Toledo, 'as .the whole \of 'the Thaghers,3 .from Tortosa
.down .to Lisbon,had -remained faithful to him "and ·obeyed his sway. . Having therefore
col1ected an 'army in those provinces, and obtained -theassistance 'oftheFranksjAl-muhdi
returned with them to Cordova. Suleymánsallied -outagainst him with .his Berbers; ·and the
two -hosts having met ·at ·a spot, sorne ten miles from Cordova, known as the 'Akbatu-l-bakar
(the defile of the cows ,Suleymán and the Berbers 'were completelydefeated 'and put torout,

Al-muhdi, moreover, marched upon Cordova, and took possession of it, He 'then went -out in
p'ursuit of.theBerbers, whohad marched ·in -the -direetion 'of Algesiras, Havingovertaken
them close to the river Ar0 4 . (Guadiaro), Mohammed gave ·them: battle,', Hewas 'however
defeated, .and :compelled to fall back upon ,Cordova ; where, .no soonerliad '~e 'arrived, ·than .
sorne of liis own slaves, with Wádeh tlie Sclavonian at their head, fel1 suddenly upon liim and
put him .to death, appointing in his stead ,Hisham Al-muyyed, whom ,they brought out (of his
concealment), -as elsewhere related. .The reign of -M ohammedTbn Hishám 'had lasted .ten'
months, 'counting from tHe·tlay of hisusurpation tiU that ofhis death, and including also the
sixmonths -that his rival Suleymán was in possession oí CO,rdova; 'whilst he himself was in .'
the Thagher. His appellative -sumame was Abú-l-walid, His .mother'sname ·was Muznah .
He left one son named 'Obeydullah, who died without posterity, Al-muhdi was born inthe
~ear366(beginningAug. 29, A. D. 976).
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5 .~ The author no doubt means Khayrán, Mujáhid, Zohayr, and others who had been slaves of the Bení Ume~yah,

and once formed part oí the Sclavonian guardo '

APPENDIX.x

the will of God), He then left Cordova in Shawwál oí the year 400 (May or June, A.D.

1010), and lost, as before stated, the battle oí Jebal-kantísh. . From thattime, however, ­
Suleymán and his Berbers never ceased marching through the provinces of Andalus, laying
waste the fields, destroying and plundering the citiesand the villages, insulting the women,

I

putting the men to the sword, and committing all sorts oí atrocities, until they gained
possessionof Cordova a second time, at the beginning oí Shawwál of the year ~03(April,

A.D. 1013). .
There were among the officers oí Suleymán's army two men oí the posterity oí Al-hasan

lbn 'AIf lbn Abí Tálib; their names were Al-kásim and 'Alí, and both were the sons of
HaÍnúd, son oí Maymún, son of Ahmed, son of 'Alí, son of 'Obeydullah, son of'Omar, son
of ldrís, son of 'Abdullah, son of Al-hasan (son of Al-hasan), son of 'Alí, son of Ahí Tálib: .
(may God be propitious to ihem all 1). On his first accession to power, Suleymán had given
them the command of the African troops. He had afterwards appointed Al-kásim, the eldest,
to the government of Jezíratu-l-khadhrá (AIgesiras), and had given to 'Alí that of Ceuta and
Tangiers. Algesiras is a sea-port in the strait, known as the Bahru-z-zokák (the narrow sea),

-where the distan ce from one shore to anothér is no more than twelve miles, But to retul'l)'. ···
When Suleymán, with his Berbers, made his second entry into Cordova, the slaves5 spread

over the .country and gained . possession oí sorne principal cities, where they fortified them­
selves. In order to reduce them, Suleymán sent an army at the orders of'Alí Ibn Hannid,
Before mentioned, who, being an ambitious man, and thinking the opportunity 'a favourable
one, conceived the project of making himself the master of Andalus. He,accordingly .entered
into a secret correspondence with the yery slaves against whom he was sent, and made "them
believe that whilst Hishám Ion Al-hakem was besieged in Cordova, that Klialif had written
to him, appointing liim his succe~sor to the tlirone in case he slio~d be put to death by
Suleymán. Deceived by tliese decldrations, tIte slaves answered his call, and proclaimed him
as sovereign of Andalus. 'Alí then sailed from Ceuta and landed at Malaga, the governor of
which, 'A/mir lbn Fatúh Al-fáyikí, who was a freed slave oí Fáyik, a freed man of Al-hakem .
:A.l-mustanser, acknowledged his right to the empire, and gave him entrance into 'the city,
where 'Alí Ibn Hamúd was immediately proclaimed by the troops 'and the inhabitants.
Sorne time afterwards, however, 'Alí expelled 'A'mir lbn Fatúh, and remained sole master oí
Malaga. 'Alí then marched to Cordo~a with the Berbers who followed his banners, and the

. whole of the slaves, He was met by Mohammed, the son of Suleymán, who, by his 'father's
orders, sallied out of Cordova at the head oí the Berber troops: .Mohammed, however, was
defeated; and 'Alí having gained possession oí Cordova, Suleymán was seized andput to
death by the usurper, who beheaded him with his ownhand, on a Sunday, nine days before
the end oí Moharram of the year 407 (June 30, A.D. 1016).' 'Alí put also to death on the
,same day Al-hakem [IbnSuleymán] Ibn An-násiry Suleymán's father, an old man oí seventy- ­
two years of age. Suleymán had reignedthree years, three months, and a few days, counting
from the day he entered Cordova to the time of his death. He had, however, been previously
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7 Here follow in the original some extractsfrom poems writtenby Suleymán, which-I have not translated.6 ~'

Reign 01 Al-kásim Ibn Hamúd, surnamed Al-mámún.

'AJí wassucceeded by his brother, Al-kásim Ibn Hamúd, who was his elder by ten years.
On ,his accession to power, Al-kásim took the surname of Al-mámún: he was of mild
disposition, and the peopleenjoyed security under his rule. It has been said of him that he
was a Shiite; but this report is unfounded,since he never showed it in any, of his acts;
nor did he or any of the other members of his family, who held ernpire in Andalus, ever "
countenance by their practice any other sect but the orthodox one. In this way Al-kásim

retained possession of the empire until the month of Rabi' l. of the year 4i2 (June or July, Á.D.

1021), when his nephew, Yahya Ibn 'Alí Ibn Hamúd, rose against himin Malaga. , 'W hen
the pews of this rising re áched him, Al-kásim abandoned his capitalwithout a battle, and to·ok
refuge in Seville, His nephew then left Málaga at the head of his army, and marched
upon Cordova, of which city he took possession without .resistance. . Having assumed the

, Reign 01 'Alí Ibn. Hamúd, surnamedAn-násir. ,

' On his accession tó the Khalifate,'Alí assumed the surname oí An-násir {the defender).
Soon after this, however, the slaves who had proclaimed hi~ resisted his 'authority, and
appointed in his room 'Abdu-r-rahmán 'Ibn Mohammed Ibn' ,Abdi-l-malek Ibn, 'Abdi-r­
rahmán An-násir, to whom they gave the honorary surname of Al-murtadhi (the 'accepted),

marching with him to Granada, one of the cities which, as abo~e stated, had f~llen into
the hanas ~f the Berbers. ' 'Abdu-r-rahmán's elevation did ~ot .last long; for the .same people '
who hao rais éd him to power, perceiving his determination to punish all infractions of the
law ana to ' re-establish discipline, and fearing his vigour and justice, .repented of what
they liad done; and decidéd upon deserting his cause. ' They 'accordingly abandoned him,
and ' soon after hired sorne assassins, who , put hiln to deatli. . In the mean while' 'Mí"Ion
Hamúd remained in Cordova, in full possession of the empire, which he held for two y.ears
all but ,two months, until he was suffocated in the bath by some of his Sclavonian eunuchs.
This h~ppened in the year 408 (beginning May 29, A.D. 1017). 'Alí left two so~s, Yahya
and Idris.

in possession of that capital for six months; ,so ' that if we calculate the duration of his reign _
since the day he rose with the Berbers until he was killed, we shall find it seven years, three
months, and sorne days. By the death of Suleymán the rule of the Bení Umeyyah was
momentarily suspended, as well-as . the mention -of their names from the pulpits of the
mosques, in the whole of Andalus, until it was afterwa~ds restored to its primitive state, as
we shall hereafter relate. ' Suleymán's mother was called Dhab'yah.6 ' He -wes born in 'the
year 354 ,(beginning January 6~ A.D~ 965). He ieft three sons j Mohammed, who afterwards
filled thethrone of Andalus, but died without issue ; Al-walíd, and Moslemah, Suleymán was
a friend to poets and literary men, ~nd could write very fine verses hi~self,7' '
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title of Khalif, ·Yahya took upon the occasion the .surname of Al-mu'tali, and remained in
possession of the empire, until Al-kásiin, having .re-established his influence, and regained
the affections of the Berbers, marched with them to Cordova; : and entered vthat capital in
the year 413 (beginning April 5, A.D. 1022), his nephew, Yahya Ibn 'Alí, betaking himself to
Malaga.

Al-kásim remained some months at Cordova, during which time ' his authority was weak­
ened and his empire subverted by his enemies, First, his nephew.Yahya, .took 'AIgesiras,
which was Al-kásim's 'strong-hold, and where he kept his women and his .treasures. : Then
another .nephew of his, named .I drís .Ibn 'Alí, tookpossession of Ceuta.close to Tangiers, a
city which Al-kásim always kept well garrisoned and provided with every warlike store, that
he might retire to it in case he should be obliged to quit Andalus. Lastly, a portien oí
the inhabitants oí Cordova having revolted against him, they shut the gates of the city, and
prepared for the defence, Al-kásim. who was master of the suburbs, besieged them for
upwards of fifty days in the mosque of Abú 'Óthmán, where they had fortified themselves,
un ti1, having made a sally, the Berbers took to flight, and ' ahandoned the suburbs iri
Sha'bán of the year 414 (Oct. orNov. A.D. 1023), each tribe of the Berbers betaking them­
selves to those towns whereof their brethren were the masters. As for Al-kásim, he retired
to Seville, where were his two sons, Mohammed .and Al-hasan; but ' when' the people of

, ,

that place heard of his defeat, and of his quitting Cordova and coming to them, they shutthe
gates of their city, expelled his two sons as well as theBerbers who were 'with them,
and appóinted three of the principal and most illustrious inhabitants of the place 'to oommand
over them, and admiñister the affairs of the community, These were the Kádí Abú-I-kásim
Mohammed Ibn Isma'íl Ibn ':Abbád ~l-lakhmí, Moharnmed Ibn Al-alehání, and Mohammed
Ibn Mohammed Ibrí Al-hasan M -zubey,i:lÍ, wlío lield the governrnent , óf Seville conjointlyfor
sorne days, sharing among themselves the duties of the administration until the Kádí Abú-l-
kásim Ibn 'Abbád made hirnself sole ruler, and caused his former partners in power to .
resume the rank of subjects.

.In the mean time .Al-k ásim had taken refuge in Sherish (Xerez), a city which re­
mained' faithful to him. When his nephew, Yahya, heard of hfs being there, he ,marched
in pursuit of hirn and arrived before Xerez, which he besieged. Al-kásirn defended himself
valiantly for sorne time; but at last the Berbers who composed the garrison, being tired oí
the siege, held acouncil together, and decided upori deserting his cause and delivering him
into the hands of his nephew, which they did; Yahya becoming thereby the sole ruler of the
empire, and the only chiefof the Berbers. Al-kásirn rernained a prisoner in the hands oí
Yahya, and, after the death of Yahya, in those .of his brother Idrís, until Idrís himself died,
when Al-kásim was soon after strangled in prison in the year 431 (beginning Sept. 22, A. D,.

1039). The body of Al-kásim was given up to his son Moharnrned, who ruled in Algesiras,
and who had him honourably buried there. His reign had lasted seven years, counting
fromrthe day in which he took possession of the Khalifate in Cordova, to ,that in .which
he fella prisoner into the hands of his nephew Yahya. He remained inprison sixteen
years during the reigns of his two nephews, until he was put to death, as aboye related, at
the beginning of the year 431 (beginning Sept. 22, A. D. 1039), he being then eighty years



',';

Xll~ .

, .-, '

-,,-~,

APPENpIX.

9 ¡,;;,--LJ which Ibnu Khaldún (fo, 99, verso)writes l,:.)~ KalJún.8 ' •• '.. 1
, lS~,

old. Al-kásim left two sons, whom he had by one of his wives named Amfrah," who was the
daughter of Al-hasanIbn ,Kanún' IbnIbráhim Ibn Mohammed " Ibn Al~ká;im Ibn',Idrls Ibn
Idrís Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn Al-hasan Ibn ~Alí Ibn Abí Tálip. One was llamed Mohammed. .the
other Al-basan. ". ' '

!1eignof'Abdu:'r-rahmán Ibn Hishám Al-mustadh'~er. ,

When, inthe year 414, Al-kásim and the Berbers were defeated by the inhabitants of
Cordova, and obliged toquit .that capital,' as aboye related, the people heldcounsel together,
and decided upon restoring the empire to the Bení Umeyyah. _There were three descendants
oí that family residing in that capital at the time, namely: 'Abdu-r-rahmán, son of Hishám
Ibn 'Abdi-I-jabbár Ibn 'Abdi-r-rahmán , An-násir, who was the brother oí Mohammed '
Al-muhdi, formerSultán of Cordova; Suleymán, son of the above-mentioned Al-murtadhi,

f ,

Reign ofYahya Ibn 'Alí, surnamed Al-mu'tali.

Historiansare at variancerespecting the appellative of this Sultán; some 'calling him :Abú
Is'hák, others Abú Mohammed• .His mother's name was Lebiinah, and she .was ,the daughter

'oí Mohammed Ibn Al-hasa~ Ibn Al-kásim, better k~own undér' the surname of Kanún,9 'whó
, , ".. ' , 1

was the son of Ibráhím Ibn Mohammed Ibn Al-kásim, &c. This ,Al-hasan Ibn 'Katilín was
one of the greatest kings of the family of Hasan, and one of the bravest and most dréaded
by bis subjects. ' , ' . ' , , , ' , ' , , '

Yahyaassumed the title of Khalif at Cordova in the year 413 (beginning April 15, A. D.

1022), as' above related. Mter this he fled to Malagam the year 414 (beginning March 25,
A. n. 1023). ' H e continu~d there, : untilin the year 416 (beginning MarchB, A.n.1025) ,

some iH-inte~tioned people attempted to re-establi~h his authority inCordova, and succeeded
in their undertaking, B'ut ,Yahya, who had already experienced how little he could rely

,upon the fidelify of the Cordovans, would not then enter that capital, and appointed 'Abdu-r-'
!añmán :Ibn 'Ittáf Al-yaférení to govern in his name, Things remainedin this state the
rest oí ~he year '416 and aH 417 (beginning Feb. , 21, ,A . D. 1026) . . Mter' this the people
oí Cordova expelled Ibn 'Ittáf, and appointed a descendant oí the house oí UmeIY;ah to b~ '
their rulero Yahya, how~ver, continued going: to and fro ~th his army,and laying waste th~

country, until the greater part of the Berbers a~eedJ tQ acUnowledge his autliority, and gave
him posse~sion of the fortresses, castlés, and cities which tliey held in their liands. By'the'~e
means the power oí-Yahy'a increased, and he went to Carmona with the intention of making
war agalnst Ibnu '~bbáü, and laying siege to 'Seville, whi~h city he was anxious to take,
Having one day gone o~t of 'Carmona to a lofty mountain in the neighbourhood, for the '
purpose of reconnoitering, he fell into an ambush prepared by his enemy, and was putto
death. This happened on a Sunday, the seventh day of Moharra~ of the year 427 (~ov. 11,
A.D. i035). , Yahya ' left two sons, Al-hasan and ' Idrís, 'whom he had by one oí his

"wives.
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